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Behind all the mansuverings of the
Benatorinl campalgn nt Salem  looms
the portentous fgure of John H. Mitch-
<11, With no ostensible part in the
fAght, with nol a vote in the roll oall,
hia candiducy, nevertheless forms the
backbonie of the play. From the first
It has been recognlzed that Mr. Miteh-
el's eiectlon was the most prohable
outermne should Mr. Corbett’'s plans
miscarry, unleas Mr. Micchell's friends
were slnotre In their asseverations that
he had decided his chaneces would be
better In & Oght two years hence with
Senntor Bimon, and that he would new
seek Lo sirengthen his fenices by assist-
ing 1o put McBride, Pulton or some
other of his friends In at this time
Perhaps It is due to Mr. Mitchell to say
that his ablilties stand out resplendent
in comparison with thoge of certain
others in and out office who need not be
named.  Yet Mr. Mitchell's eleotion
may be an impossibility at this semaion,
for he has to reckon with two powerful
suurces of antagonlem—those who ob-
Ject Lo him an a man and politician, and
those who have been for years in or-
ganizred array sgainst him, It s highly
probable that there are enough such
In the Legislature to prevent his sles.
Uon, except with ald from the Demo-
erats, whome sympathies are divided
between him and Mr. Corbett. Unfor-
tunately for a speedy outcome of the
strugeie, the Mitchell camp seems to
contaln about the same proportlon of
Implancables ns the Corbett followling,
The one thing certnin In that all mem.
bers seem resolvid not to go home with.
out an election. The ntmosphere of the
capital s happily divested of the bitter
epirit that has beent wont to cloud the
Leglalutive sessions; and this is doubt-
lems due In part to the high character
of the membership. Men lke Colvig,
Kuykendall, Willlamson, Procbstel
Looney, Bistwor and Buooth, however
they may differ on policles, are lkely to
RETee in conducting legislation with
Aignity acd order, Another deadlock
svems out of the question at this ses-
slon,

Mr. T. B Wiicox and Mr, Charies E.
Ladd have wulted on the proper coms-
mittees at Salem, the dlspatches say,
W opposition to the enabling act for &
dndock st Portland, There is no evi-
denoe that they oppose the Ides of &
drydock Itself, Dbut they should
ETeally regret seclng a project for ane
adopted without buving It referred to
“the prople™ Yet the fact Te-
malts that the Columbin River needs
B drydock the worst way, and the qQuies-
o remuins how we &re going (o get it
ustlesa the communlty bamds ftself for
the purpose. A drydock can be bullt
In threw ways—by the Federal Govern-
ment, by privite enterprise, sr by bond-
fng the port. It Is useiems to recount

in

the antagonism In Congress and in the
Navy Iepartment which eMectively
Prevenin copstruciion of 8 Government
drydock st Pertiand. As for private
taterprise, a desperale efort has been
made In that direcilon by a jooal ship.
Balidice firm. but the ofort has come
o nothing. It i» all well enough to nay

that the Government. or the 0. R. & N.,
or Woiff & Zwicker, or somebody clne,

will bulld the drydock and trust to
Jack to make it pav. The fact la that
none of them will do Iy, and the work
has vither got i me &t public ex-
pense ber . throgg taxation of the
Property nterests oonoerned, or not at
all. This why the offort has been
made to ¢nllst the Leglsinture's inter-
sl i the ‘1, aud why the Muli-
nomuk dele q to fevor it
We have ltiie however. that the
Project will be ch lly abandoned 1

Ladd
make another trip t
the delegntion that
build a drydock themselves

e ————————————

only Messrs and Wilcax will

they are about o

Itis a pos ¢ plensgre to fing Mr
Fettigrew visiting hls well-stooked vo-
eabulary of abuse upon the Dawes ln.
dian Commission, It would be discon-

perting If not positively palnfal to find |

that Peitigrew had actually come arcross |
Bome Institalim or organization In his
Bative land, profected by the Blare and
Biripea, planned for and served by
Amnerican clllzrne upon which he coyld
bestow a word of approval. It s not a
pleasant task Ar Pettigrew has set
Almesif—that of stigmatizing every-
ARing Ameriean as corrupt and viclouas
w=but It 15 one he discharges with un-
semitting zeal and devotion What
‘sort of & mas must he be o whom
wvery movement in whick his country-
men participate is infamous, and every
motive that can aciuate his fellow-man
S base? He does not say that the
f-mu- Commission 18 the most extrav-
gt and corrupt body In the United
for that would imply a less de-
of extravagance and oiTuption in

Balem and show |

body, and this leaves him free to pur-
sue his theory that the extremity of
Infamy has been reached Dy all per-
sons mod orgmalzations alike that In-
babit the United Btates and have had
the luck to fall under the gase of Petil-
Erew’s baleful eye. The Pettlgrewsome
incident of Thursday In the Senate Is
only to be regretiad becouse It com-
pelled Messrs, Jones and Buller, who
chare the Pettigrew estimate of the
Government,, from President to private
soldler, to part company with him for
once, and In rebuking his aspersions
upon the commission, discover the
rauks of anti-lsm for once In a state
of disorder. That Jones and Butler
should see polnts of merit in anything
bearing the name American certalnly
nesds explanation. Meanwhile there is
no caliing in guestion the acouracy of
Pettigrew’s unlversal lament. He has
the best of proof, for has not SBouth Da-
kota In shameless ignominy eiectad Lo
fill kls place In the Senate with a Re-
publicas?

Elsswhere Is noticed a! some length
the question of cheap labor !mmigra-
tion, suggested by Senator Inman's
Jolnt memorial to Congress, A word
might also be sald conocerning the local
faspect of the matter. What basls of
fact exists for this terror of Chinese and
Japanese competition in Oregon? What
American mechanic s kept out of &
place by any Chinaman or Jap in the
Clity of Portland? The Chiness are
mostly house sorvants, vegetable pad-
diers and laundrymen. Now, where s
the representative of organized labor
that hankers Lo cook in the kitchen, or
wash undershirts, or get up st 4 ¢'clock
to lond hls wagom with wvegelables?
The Japs are generally ratiroad hands
or do menial work about the house.
It is hard for the rallroads to get the
section hands they need, and Americun
mechanles are not looking for chances
Io scrub porches or wash dishex. It Is
a common remark that these “heathen
deviis"” are “keeping poor white girls
out of work.” It is & pltitul falsehood,
for the fact is that with all the Chi-
nese and Japanese servants avallable,
domestie help s next to imposalble to
abtali. Equally baseless Is the cry
that the Aslaties spend no money. They
spend sbout as much as the thrifty
American, As thelr position rises, they
wear goud clothes, ride In street-cars
and Indulge the Juxuries Chinatown af-
fords. They do not work for starvation
wages, as Is sometimes alleged, because
the efficlent Chinese cook or butler is
frequently able to command higher
figures than American giris in the same
line of work. Perhaps the most despic-
able of all outeries against the China-
man s that he saves his money and
sends some of 1@ home to his relatives,
If he earns his money, what business |s
It of Mr. Labor Agitntor what he does
with [t? Is It & erime for the poor Irish
girl to send her savings home to the
folks on the auld sod, or do we grudyge
the German boy his money who sup-
ports an aged mother In the Vaterland?
Ruce prejudice and superstition are at
the bottom of Mr. Inman's appeal as
he ahows when he proposes to draw the
color line on all laborers not white
Race prejudics Is o real thing, but the
wages menonce Is a chlmera,

AN EQUITABLE PLAN.

Senator Booth's plan for fixing the
valuation of property In the different
counties for levy of state taxes is not
only Ingenious but offers ax clear a
promise of falrness s any plan lkely
to be presented. Euach county is to
take Itx average assessment for the
past five years, mnd for the next flve
years is to pay to the state on the
basis of this assessment. Then for the
next period of five years the state tax
Is to be apportioned an the basis of the
annunl county expenditures, thereby
furnishing n falr gulde for future as-
sessments [or support of the state and
offering to each county an inducement
to practice soonomy In Ite own affairs.

We conslder this double device a
happy one. It will put a stop to the
efforis of the several countles to outdn
exch other In cutting their valuations;
It will enabie each county to know be-
forchand Just what proportion of the
stale tax I will be required to pay;: It
will do awsy whally with the need or
Fuggestlon of & State Board of Equali-
zation, with its findings, which, in the
nature of things, never can be satisfac-
tory; and it will hold up befors the
county authorities at all times and in
every county a motlve for ths exercise
of cars in thelr future expesditure

In Multnomah and In other counties
where there are clties or considerable
towne the levy for counly purposes,
purely, Is about as Jarge n= in those
counties where the towns are small, or
where no incorporated towns exist. In
Multnomah there mre expensive courls
to malntaln, and costly bridges, and
there Is much Inrger annual expendl.
ture for ronds than In any other sounty
All these things and many more come
through the county government: so
that, though the City of Portland has
its own expenslve functions, the County
of Multnomah Is not relleved thereby
of charges that faoll upon any of the
purely rural counties

Under Senator Booth's plan the coun-
tles will ctase Lo have a motive for
cutting thelr valoatons, Guided by
thelr expenditure for oounty DUTrpuses,
an equilable guide may be had for the
asressments for state purposes for the
next term of five vears—thouch the
property of =ach county will be the ae-
tual basis. and the Constitution thus
may be complied with., The plan does
credit Lo the Ingenuity of f{t= zuthor.
and 1t promises In our judgment, a
nearer approach (o falrmess and justice,
and at the same tme ¢ stability of
method, than any other at all Hkely
to be suggested,

A POFULAR PROPOSITION.

It car hardly fall to be a source of
satisfaction to the prople of the Oregon
Coast region that the Nehalem Rall-
road promises ln the near future to be
an assured fact. The natural resources
of the large tract lying bLetween the
Coast Mountains and the Paectfic Ocean
have long Invited development. The
wind work, so to speak, of ‘a ralirond
making avallable these resources In
timber, coal. mineral and dalry prod-
uets has been many limes constructed
and given e paper. only to be dlssi-
pated Dy the hard logic of circum-
wiances, the central fact of which was
Inck of money wherewith to bulld and
=quip & mountain milroad. This vital
condition seems now llkely to be sup-
plied, and a raflroad to the sex to be
in Immediate prospect,

There it nothing new 0 say In sun.

the beneflt of man, has been 8o ong In-
accessible to trade; that its industries,
all of the growing type, the products
of which are in demand in the world's
markets, should have been left to strug-
gle in & condition of arrested develop-
ment for the batter part of & genera-
tor—not from lack of recognition, but
from lack of modern transportation fa-
cllities, The pecple of Tillamook
County, loyal to their section and anx-
lous for its development, have shown
commendable courage and patience In
waiting the slow progress of events that
would put them In touch with the out-
slde world. They have arguoed and
urged and hoped; apoken In season and
out of geason of the natural advantages
of the region, and pointed to thelr mag-
nificent forests, thelr vast coal deposits,
thelr streams alive with fish and their
ranges rank with wild grasses in proof
af thelr contention. They have en-
gaged in dalrying and challenged the
world to produce sweeter butler or
more toothsome cheese than that besr-
ing the Tillamook brand, and, in & way,
relatively small because of A cramped
market, they have pushed these vari.
ous industries untll, in the matter of
iocal prosperity, as shown In well-to-do
community life, there are no happler
homes or better educational and social
privileges In any rural sectlon of the
state than are found in portions of this
Lsolated Const region,

With this nucleus of enterprise, In-
dustry and soclal order, a wonderful
development will follow ratiroad con-
nection with the outside world. This
connection at jast seems to be In sight,
and, when sccomplished, will introduce
an era of prosperity that will, in &
sense a1 least, atone Tor the deferred
pozslblilties of years.

— ]

THE SENATE AS IT STANDS,

The blennial replacement of United
Siates Senators his proceeded at abomt
its usual pece. Of the thirty whose
terms explre March 4, fourteen have
been replaced by new members, and
the result in the remalnlng four cases
Is stll] in doubt, The fourteen Senators
re-elected are;

Bacon, Oa Mariin, Ve
Berry, At Morgan, Ala
Cullom, 1il Nelson, Minn,
Eikina, W, Va. well, N, J
Frys, Maine Tiliman, 8. C.
Hoar, Mass Warran, Wyo.

MoMiilan, Mich, Wetmore, H. L.
The twelve replacements are thess:
Blitlug member— | New member—

Haker ..... Kan, Rep.|J. R. Burten..

Butisr N. C, PoplF. M. Simmons. ..
Caffery . Jda, Dem (Mutphy J. Fouter.
Carter ... Mont, Rep. 'V. A Clask, ... Dea
Chundler. . N. H, Hep !, E Burnham...Hep,
Chlltan. .. Tex., Dem.iJ. W, Bailey......Dem,
Lindmy. ... Ky., Dem.J. C. 8 Blackburn Dem,
Pettigrow .. 8. D, Pop.iB J. Qambite...... Rep
Bhoup ....i1dahn, Rep. Fred T. Dubols.... Dem.

Bullivan . Mbse. Dem (A, J MeLugrl

urin, .. Demn,
Turley... Tenn, Dem. B  W. Cormaok...Dem
Weleott.... Cole.. Rep.iT. W. Patterson..Dem.

The four cases In doubt are thope af
Dregon, Delnware and Nebraska, now
In process of settlement, and Towa,
where Dolliver ls serving under ap-
polntment upon the death of Henator
Gear, whose term was to expire In
March. Politlcally, the re-elected Sen-
ators may ail be expeécted to act with
the parties they have hitherto seryved.
In the cases of new members, Demo-
crate suoccesd a Popullst In North Caro-
linn, and Republicans in Montana,
Idnho and Colorado; a Republican ste-
ceeds a Popullst n South Dakota. In
Towa the new Senator, as the old, will
be & Republican; probably the same
will prove true In Oregon. Delaware
Republicans can elect s Ropublican If
they will, and Nebraska s ilkely to re.
turn & Republican in place of Thurston,
Hep. It appears, therefore, that the
Democrats havé gained four, the Pop-
uligts have lost opne, and the Republl-
cans, If they win in Delaware and hold
their own in Nebraska and Oregon, will
galn two, In additlon to these changes,
vacancies have been filled by election
of M. 8 Quay, Rep, Pennsylvania;
Mores E Clapp, Rep.”Minnesots, and
Thomas L. Kearns, Utah. Nebraska
and Dwvlaware each have to elect two
SBenators, to All seats now wvacant In
Dielaware and one ooccupled by Allen,
Pop. Counting Oregon, Nebraska and
Delaware as returning Republlean Sen-
ators, we can construct the following
comparative statement;

Preaent New

Banate, Bennte.
RapublIoEnE icoucuicnasnacaaainsnsaBl o
Democrata $ -] 30
Popuoliss ... : FSRES 0
Visancles P peer MRS

The guin In Republican strength (s
reially greater than appears from this
numerical comparison, for the Rapubll-
cans unseated in Montana, Idsho and
Colorado were not very rellable on the
financinl gquestlon, while the six new
Republicans will be solld on all party
policles. The successors of Baker and
Chandler, alss, are perfectly sound for
the goid standard. The Popullst party
geems to be passing awny. There wlil
be six Fopullst Senators in the next
Congressz to nine in this one: Turnper
and Teller are aboul as sure to land In
the Democratie camp as {2 Dubole, who
has pirandy announced such Intention
The Fifty-Aifth Congress had M Popu-
Nets, the Fifty-seventh will have but
M, of whom Stewart and Jones will
largely act with the Republicans.

e

A LITTLE MORE DICTATION,
The Washington Legislature iz very

the effice of State Graln Inspector, and
in hls effort= 10 hold on 1o his Jucrative
and casy position State Graln Inspector
Wright Is making some very ridiculous
statements. He asserts that Portland
and the foreign exporters are behind
the movemenl to abolish the offies, and
are backing the movement with a “"pows
erful lobby.,” Continuing, he says:

The Oregonian, of Portland, has perisdically
printed tirades agninet the state Inspection sye-
tety of Washingion This looks wsusploioun.
Why ahould our competitor on the Willamette
River wish to bave the lospection system iz
thia state nbollahed I it in & tind thing for the
graln trade here? Would they net rather ses
It chntings in that svent? Hhould (he Legiila-
ture of this state play tmio the hands of Fort-
Innd, as volisd by The Orsponian, of Portland®
The day hax gune when The Creganian can die-
s to the peapie of thin rtale Iz the matter of
sralt inspeciion er in any other commerciu] or
business imerest.

The Oregonlan’s remarks on the
Washington state grain Inspeotion serv-
ice have besn conflned to simple state-
ments showing in the plainest manner
possible that the service was the filmsi-
est kind of & farce, for the simple rea-
son that nelther farmer nor exporter
pald the slightest attention to the grad-
Ing of the inspector. As a matter of
fact, no ane outside of the deputies who
particlpate with Mr Wright In the
graft that s wrung from the farmer
bas ever regarded elither the Inspee-
tlon service or the Inspector himself
seriously. It i# now in order for Mr.
Wright o expinin what reason the
Portland exporters have for makine

sianding the fact that the commission

hag been shipped to the European mar-
kets has been bought or sold on the
grain Inspector’s certificate.

The Portland exporters, who always
have controlled and always will controi
the business of handiing the wheat of
the Pacific Northwest, make the grades
80 that they are exactly the same at
Portland, Beattle and Tacoma. The
grading of Mr, Wright does not offer
the farmer the slightest protection, even
it the exporters were disposed 1o
“elach” him, for there is not an ex-
porter doing business in the State of
Washington who will buy wheat untlil
It has been graded by an unofMelal
grader, who ls& more famlliar with
wheat than he I8 with politice, The
farmer receives absolutely nothing for
the 76 cents per car which he contrib-
utes to the support of Mr, Wright and
his fellow-politiclans. The exporter
cares nothing whother the law Is re-
praled or whether 1t stlll cumbers
the statute books, as In elther case it
Bas not the siightest effect on his busi-
ness or his profits,

Looking through the same Biasses as
those which reveakd the “powerful
lobby" at Olympia, Mr, Wright sees
something “suspiclous™ In the attitude
of The Oregonlan on the measure, The
Oregonlan opposes all grafts that are
created or malntained for the exclu-
slve purpose of providing soft snaps for
political hangers-on who are too Indo-
lent or lgnorant to support themselves
by honest labor. It has also shown up
the Washington state grain Inspection
service for the purpose of putting the
pecple of this state on thelr guard
againgt an effort to saddle a2 simllar
ETRft on this state. There are & num-
ber of patriots of the same caliber as
Mr. Wright hanging around the Oregon
Statehouse at Lthe present time endeav-
oring to devise means and measures for
becoming the same kind of a “farmers’
friend" ns thai gentleman proves him-.
B2l to be.

EXCLUSION OF CHEAP LABOR.

Representative Kahn, of California,
anticipating the expiration of the Geary
law next year, has already Introduced
& bill extending Its provislons for
twenly years longer. The Geary law
prohibited Chinese immigration to the
United States for tem yearr, and the
President and Congress which enacted
this legislation dellberately violnted the
trenty between Chipa and the United
States, The Supreme Court, however,
sustalned the Constitutionality of the
nct, on the ground that as a treaty is
nothing more than “a law of the land,”
& later law passed by Congress serves
to repenl and nullify the treaty. The
demand today for the exclusion of the
Chinege !s #tronger on the Paclfie
Coast than It was ten years ago, and it
Is= worlh notlee that the Senate joint
memorial Introduced by Mr. Inman
urging upon Congress the execluslon of
Japanese and &ll othéer Mongollan or
Asiatie races passed the Oregon Senate
unseimously. But thers ls really no
present prospect that our white lahor
market will be plagued by the tmpor-
tation of Japanese, for the experiment
of rallroads with Japanese labor has
proved unsatisfactory.

A year or more ago the Greal North-
ern Raliroad made srrangements with
labor comtractors for 2000 Japanese
workmen. The rallroand on trial came
to the conclusion that Japanese at §1
a day are more expensive than white
men At §1 25, w0 orders were glven to
discharge the Japanese as faat ag thelr
piaces could be filled. "rhe advocacy of
this memorial by Mr. Inman Included
the abmurd statement that the work-
Ingman of this country should be pald
At least 3176 per day, mnd that he
would have the law apply to every man
who has not a white skin. To object
to labor because It is a very sharp com-
petitor with Amerlean labor s renson-
able, but to exciude lnbor because of itx
color Is unrensonable. The most for-
midable “&heap labor' that gow threat-
ena our American market Is the increas-
ing Immigration from SBouthern BEurope.
The cheap labor tn our mines and on
our rallways at the Hast ls composed
chlefly of Hungarians and Itallans.
Thess Immigrants are really mare for-
midable than any other, because they
cin be naturalized and will menace the
intelligent ballot-box. Cheap labor s
not desirable In the form of Aslatic
immigration, and It l» st{ll more unde-
sirabla In the shape of cheap labor from
Southern Europe, which will not only
depress wages, but depreclate and Jde-
file the ballot-box.

It has been sald that human prog-
regs showa Itself in a fall of prices and
a tise of wages. This would seem to
be supported by the experlence of our
awn country, for in 179 it took 125 days"
labor to buy a ton of flagr; In 1535
elghty days' work sufficed; in 1570 fifty
daye’ wages would buy a ton of flour,
and probably twenty-five days' wages
today would buy a ton of flour. The
moat  philanthropic and  generous
friends of forelgn Immigration cannot

| oeicn! .
wisely considering the abolishment of | /08ically deny the right of Government

to check any forced and unnatural Im-
portatiun of labor. The advocate of a
protective tariff cannot successfully
meet the questlon why, if a govern.
ment may and should protect a natlon
agalnst cheap goods, the product of
pauper labor In other lands, the !mmi-
gration of pauper labor is not an equal-
Iy threatening danger. If the influx
of cheap goods, the produet of pauper
labor in other lands, will depress
wages In the sama lne of production In
this country, why will not the Immigra-
lion in a flood of cheap pauper labor
from ®foreign countrles depress the
wages of labor?

The cheap labor from Huagary that
has flooded the mining distriots of
Pennsyivania 18 composed of creatures
that consider &s luxuries many things
that American labor considers among
the decent neceaaities of life. The Chi-
naman or the cheap laborer of South-
ern Europe works cheaply because he
seeks gratification of oply the lowesy,
most Inevitable wants, The American
demands more because his standard of
life has risen above that of s barbar-
lan. We cannot afford to fill our Indus-
trinl channels with Imported millions
elther from Asla or from Southern Eu-
rope. It 1s & comparatively easy mat-
ter to exclude a formidable flood of

pose the murderous mobs in the mining
districta of Pennsylvania, Ohlo and 1l-
linols; they not only depress wages, de-
grade labor, but sooner or later will
defile the ballot-box.
—

There Is nothing commendable elther
to the industry or the judgment of
Hopkinson Smith in his recent effort to
discredit the motives and veraclty of
Harriet Beecher Stowe, and to charge
the Civil War against *Uncle Tom's
Cabin.” The bock played its part in
awnkening the Natlonal consclence
agninst the evils of siavery. It ap-
peared at a eritical time In National
politles, and with Its slmple pathos
stirred the heart of humanity, It was
never consfdered a great iterary crea-
tion. Many of its incldents were found.
ed upon facts, the detalis of which were
no doubt colored by the preconcelved
opinions of the author, or enlarged In
the telling, ne folk-lore stories are apt
to be. The very simplicity of thelr nar-
ration stirred the henrt and quickened
the consclence. It was Inevitable that
the book should have wide vogue and
that ts author should be extolled as &
benefactor or hated as a disseminator
of strife, according to the viewpoint of
the people of vpposing sections on the
elavery question. It served to crystal-
Hze Northern sentiment on that ques-
tion, but be who at this late day, when
the pnssions of a troubled ern have
been fltered through the blood of n
generstion and thelr heat diminished
by the cocllug processes of time,
charges the Clvil War to this one book
1s short both in his historical knowledge
and inteliectual judgment. “Uncle
Tom's Cabln” belongs to the past. Its
gins of Inaccurscy were doubtiess more
of omission than of commission. It had
its part in the events of a critical era
in the Natlon's history, and, according
to the conslderate judgment of man-
kind, this was & noble part. It is still
read by thousands every year, who
kindly refuse to eriticise Its literary
style, but find a strunge fascination
In M8 pages, In which stalking ghosts of
Hyes and times that are dead pass in
review before the Imagination.

The advantage of Intrusting to men of
different walks of ilfe the Important
task of manufacturing laws has be-
come very apparent since the Legisla-
ture has been In sesslon at Salem. Each
man’ understands the needs of his own
business, and can frame laws to pro-
vide for them, Representative Watson,
observing that restaurant-Keepers lose
much trade Lo free lunch saloons, ar-
ranges to abollah the free lunch, And
now comes Represeatative Schumann,
tombstone dealer, in advocacy of a bill
providing that & monument once placed
on & grave can be removed unless
it Is pald for in full It is evidently
unfortunate that all linés of trade can-
not be represented In every Legislature,
It the plumbers had one of thelr trade
there, he could make it a crime to shut
oft water on cold nights, and thus the
plumbers would prosper beyond the
dreams of J. Plerpont Morgan. And If
an undertaker were entitled to the flioor
of the Senate or House of Representa-
tives, he might proteot his eraft by the
Introduction of o bill empowering un-
dertakers to remove from Its sepulture
& coffin on which there wus yeot some-
thing due. Thus the proverbinl grip of
grim denth would relax before the muj-
esty of the law, and undertaking would
become so profitable that no one could
afford 1o engage In any cther business.

The Washington Legialature. at this
time In sesslon. has in a body per-
fected its  title to good, honest,
common sense by Indorsing without
divislon what 8 known as the
“Rands resolution,” This resolution,
simply and succlnctly stated, asks em-
ployes of the several state Institutions
to stay at home und attend to the du-
ties which the people are paying them
to perform, &dding that, if the Legisia-
ture has any need of any one of them
In order to secure desirable data In re-
gard to the work in bis charge, such
employe will be sent for, If wuch an or-
der were promulgated and could be en-
forced agalast Federnl ofMoe-holders
who swarm the capital of this state
Just now, the job of SBenator-making
would be greatly slmpiified and a
cholee In the Interests of the whole peo-
ple be much more likely to result
What is called officious or meddlesome
surgery s not unknown to the medl-
cal profession, but reputable physicians
are prompt to condemn it. The Wash-
Ington Legisinture, in the resolution
above cited, furnishes the first example
of a reproof administered by duly ac-
credited lawgivers to officlous office-
holders who meddle with the body pol-
itie to itz detriment.

—

When & member of the Houss, pro-
posing to legielate Judge Cleland out of
office, says that Cieland Is “an unfalr
Judge,"” he Is himself unfalr. Therse Is
nothing whatever to support the alle-
gation that Cleland is no unfalr Judge.
The question whether ane department
of the Cirenit Court might not be
spared Is quite another thing, 1t would
bé but cheese-paring economy, how-
ever; since almost the only {tem of sav-
Ing would be the Judge's salary. It
would still be necessary to have as
many juries az ever. We do not learn
that the Taxpayers' League, which has
gone over all these metters, deems the
aboilshment of one of these depart-
ments advisabie,

—_——

The editor who has been ordersd
away from the Philippines will be a
great man when our antls get hold of
him. His overt defiance of suthority
will afford them subject of endless
adulation.

With popular songs bringing in $20.-
000 a year aplece, and the salary of a
legislator fixed at $2 per dlem, it is no
wonder certaln people would rather
write a nation's songe than make its
jlaws,

H

The news from West Point eannot
have falled to inspire a wholesome fear
of the West Point graduate In the mind
of the frall-bodied Filipino,

Some posthumous correspondence
from Adial E. Stevenson would be a
bright feature in the Lineoln Com-
moner.

I

Nq’uinm with China are no fur-
ther advanced than they were at first,
and the powers are much encouraged.

West cndets abolished hasing.
But thoy w hands of the con.

i

—Teanymon.
When a citizen dlen whore life has beeny
devoted to the common weal, his city
mourns his loss with s guueral grief;
when a ruler who has been devoted 1o
all the dutles of his oMce goes to his
grave, his countrymen lament over hls

of genius ls withdrawn from the sphere
of hix labora, thousands upon thousands
of hearts which beat with love for what
Is good and true are Mlled with sorrow,
thousands upon thousands of
Nlled with tears. Bueh sorvow Is  that
which lnments the death of Joseph Verdi,
for in him departed the Inst of all that

was -sublime in that great realm of
meiody known as Italian opera.
But as Providence blessed him In life

{that Is to say, from his ninetesnth year
onward), giving him no harder batile to
fight than that which ecame from the
constantly unsatisfied aspirations strug-
gling within his own breast, even so, in
his death, the galn Is with him and not
with us. He took his depariure after
having attalned the highest summit of his
fame, for who is bold encugh to insist
that, had he Hved Jonger, he would huve
Eﬁdm somelhing grester than he ever
a4

He was undoubtedly the most univer-
sally popular compuser of the ninetoenth
eentury, and remained $0 at the dawn of
the twentieth, What posterity will think
of this judgment passed by Verdl's con-
temporiries wo do not Rkoow, but cer-
tainly he will always rank among the
greatest composers of operatie musle of
all ages, and amonget all natlons, because
stldom, Il ever, !s to be found such truth
and power of feeling expressed In a
clearer or simpler way. Though Itallan
operallc composers may be reckoned by
scoTem, yet, afier Rossinl Belllnl and
Donnizgettd, only one man had the power
to fight his way up. After Donnlzett!'s
death, Verdl remained the only composer
to uphold the giory of Itallan opera, und

IM5 to this day nobody in “the land
of munsle™ has shown any symptom of
rivaling him, with the exception of Bolls,
and he, notwithstanding the promise of
his ""Mefistofele,” has as yet brought out
no other work.

Music Is & universal langusge, and op-
erstic music Is, of all branches of that
Art, the ona which most foreibly Imposos
Itself upon the attention of the publie,
a5 the Indefinile musical expression 1o
rendered definite by the meaning of the
worde, and by the dramatic action on the
stage. Moreover, music Is, of all arts,
the one that can be most easlly and
cheaply brought home te everybody, This
in the reason why we think that Verdl
Is more known to the milllon than any
nther man who lived during the last
century.

Gulseppe .(or Joseph) Verd! was born at
Roncole, October 5, 1813 The little set-
tiement consisted of n cluster of laborers’
houses called le Roncole, some thres
miles from Brussels, and befors the oni-
flcation of Italy, tn the Duchy of Parma,
It was here that young Guiseppe was
Initiated into & knnwieige of music, and
thtalned some motlons of harmony from
«he orguanist of the vililage. This kind
of tenching 4ld not lead the young artist
very far, and he serfously felt the neces-
slty of a more thorough Instruction; but
hie belonged to & poor family, who could
il affard to maintaln him asway from
home. Fortunately he became nequainted
with & generous man, Signor Baresst,
who offered to sssume the expenses of
his musiesl educstion until bhils talent
shouid secure for him the meuns of sup-
part.

Verdl accepted this kind offer with a
thankful heart. In the Jammer of 1m
h+ went to Milan, with the Intantion of
entering the consarvatory of that clty,
but the director refused to admit him
among his puplle. Whether It was De-
cause he inoked llka o statesman rather
thian an artist. As some say, we know
not: but we &0 know that the unhappy
candldate of 15 was In a few years
avenged by the brilllant success he ev-
erywhers mat  Inntead of being o pupll
At the Conservalory, Verdl placed him-
self under ihe direction of a musiclan
aftached to the Theater of La Beala
During thres years he studied hard He
then Dbegan componing marches, nere

niades, ete. Among his earller operas
are: “Oberto dl Ban Benlfaclo” “Ne-
buchodnosor.” *T Lombanil,' and “Er-

nank;" but the first’ opern which guined
for him renown in Europe was “Rigo-
lettn.”

This delightful creatlon was given for
the first time at Venlce, March 11, 1831
The description of the storm, the gusts
uf wind, obtalned by means of chromatic
thirds vocalized behind the scenes (Into
clased mouths) was entlrely new, One
advantage that Verdl has over other
masters, who do not spare means to pro-
ducy effects, s that he never fatigues
an awdience. Alwuys short and rapld,
when he has atiained the ond sought for
he irsists no longer, bBut paases on to
something else. The conception of "Rig-
olotio™ I3 bold and the effeét admirable.
The melody wondroualy besutiful and
oach personage preserves hin own ohar-
dcteristics with great distinctness

We need not dwell upon the beauties of
“II Trovatore,” “La Traviste™ “Ernant™
or “Un Ballo in Maschera.” Buffice It to
say that each of these creations Is &1-
vine and ean never be outdons in point
of melody,

Fortune came with fame. Verdl was
more than a prophet In hin own country,
He was a wealthy landholder, posseasing
Immenye properties In Italy; near his
birthplace he bullt & splendid villa; here
the composer wan wont to seck redt from
the fatigues and annoyances to which he
wai subjected In large cities; here, with
his gun on his shoulder, he would walk
from farm to farm making a consclen-
tloue study of agriculture. The country
reople all loved, respected and honored
him. In the evening when he went for
A walk the laborers, cntohing a glimpee
of him, would unite in minging the cho-
Tuses of his operas. The cry. "Viva,
Verd{!" has often resounded in Jtaly. At
the time of the war agninst Austris it
was the mllylng cry. The word of the
popular enigma s well known. The five
lettern of the name of Verdl are the
Initinls of those of Vittorl's Emmanaels
R{ d'Italla (Victor Emanuel, King of
Italy). The great composer was known
10 ba very libers! withal, so that nothing
wits more natural than that he should
have a soat In Parllament.

The following s « complete It of
Verdl's operas, with date of initial per-
formance:

“Oberto Conte & Bonifacin.” Novem-
ber 17, 15%; ““Ungloroe dl Regno,” Bep-
tember & 180, Mlan: “Nabuchodnossr,'
March & 1842, Milan, "] Lombardl,” Feb-
ruary 11, 180, Milan, “"Emand,” March
8, 1844, Mllan: "T due Foscarl,” Novembér
i, 14, Rome; “'Glovanna 4 Arco,” Feb-
ruary 5 15 Mian: “Atflr" August I3
1845, Naples, “Atlla™ March 17 186
Venlce: "Macheth,” March 52 187 ¥ior-
ence; “'1 Masadlerl.,” July 22 1847. Lon-
don; “Jerusalem,” November M, 187
Paris; "Il Corsaro,” October 5, 1844,
Trierts; "La Battaglita 41 Legnard,” Jan-
uary I, 18, Rome; ‘Loulsa Miller," Do
cember & 188, Naples; “Hifeilio,” No-
vember 18, 188, Trieste; “Rigoistto,”
Mareh 11, 11, Venice: “II Trovatore,
January 19, 1883, Rome: “La Traviata, "
March 6, 183, Venice: "Les Vespres
ﬂnuquu.""sm 14, 156, Paris; “Simon

death; but, when a King In the domaln |
| his house, but

eyes ure |

Thes waual January mild spell has been
postponed on accuunt of the weather,

The secret of the grip's wuccess In the
disposition of itx vietims to "lay down™
whenever they are attamcked

There are actually one or twe lobby-
lsts at Eslern whe are nol employes of
the United States Governsment,

Evary EKansas furmer has a plaso in
the true proof of prog-
perity will come when they again begin
lo inveat In gold bricka,

Br'er ITndlan is likely to find out that
Upcle Sam is in & good deal better traln.

|iru: Just now than in the dnys when o

post garricon conslsted of & Corporal and
three men.

The creeks are rising. Thi=s would be
nothing unysual at this time of year
were It not for the fact that the Crosks
which are doing the rising bhappen to
be Indlans,

The superintendent of the Charllsle ln-
dian Biehools says he does not feel cone
fident of the Indlan's future. Perhaps,
however, he may ses the noble red man's
finlsh in & few days, and his confidente
will grow apsce,

—

The peopie of Toronto, Ontario, have
recently voled by an overwhelming ma.
Jority in favor of the publie purchase of
the local gaa company's plant, notwithe
standing that the net price of gas sup-
plied by the company has been as low as
W cenla

Apparently, Thomas A. BEdlson doesn't
reallze that his Ihventive genius hns madse
him one of the foremost men of hin gene
emition. The Electrical Review has beéen
interviewing him on the subject of his ins
ventlons, and they are =0 numerous that
e is unable 1o nume them. Says he:

What were my princios] patents® Good gra-
clous, man! Oh, you dom't mednh patents—in-
ventionsT Why, first snd foremost. the Jdom of
the elsctric Nghilng contral statiom; then—Iist
me see, what have | invenled? Well, there
was the mimeograph, and (e eiretrie pon, and
the carton talephone, and the Incandescent
lamp and ltn accessories, sand the guadruplex
tnlegraph, and the sutomatio telegraph, and
the photograph, and the kKinetoscope. snd—]
don’t know—a whols lot of ether things

According o & Berlln correspondent, &
modest Hitle soclety In Germuny ls ap-
parently planing Ita falth to the crow.
in succession to the almost univermily
used pigeon, &8 & carrier of war news
The plgeon Ny experiments which Oer-
many carried out an Britiah soll some time
ago—asending hug= crates of binda to
Dover for the purpose—were not wholly
succossful, bad weather preventing many
of the birds from reaching their quarters
again, and many were shot by persons in
search of dinner, It Is clalmed with truth
that very few people would shoot arows
for food. and that when libernted from a
beleaguered place the snemy would ba
maore llkkely to allow them to iy past un-

lexted and u pocted than would ba
the case with pigeons,

Ths Washington Biar suggpests that It
is a good thing that the river sbd '
bor blll comes up during the
sonson, when the water cousgs for whe
improvement sppropriations have besn
mads can be clearly traced. Thin re-
calls the reply of General Orant, when
8 Bouthern Congressman cume to him
and inquired if he would approve s Bbill
for the Improvement of & certaln river
in his state.

"Leat me see,” sald Geant, didn't T cross
that stream In the campaign of —

Tha Congresemen, who had served (he
Confederacy, rememberod very well that
he did, ond anld se,

“Well, then," asald ths President, *I
will approve that Wil on one condition. ™

"What Is itT asked the Congressman,
noxlously,

“It 18" nnswered Orant. “that you will
amend the bill so as to provide that

the stream be macadamized.”
e ——— ee—

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

Chemist—PIlin, oh? (emphasizing question)
Anil-Miloge? ChHQ ireadily)—No, sir, uncle
is. —Punch

A Blaw —"Doa't you think tha tecnrations
In this room are very pretiy ™ oy Who
selected tham for you ™ —Detroit Free Press

Blase. —Callar—It your doll s squeezed doeg
she ey “Mamma™? Little Bisle—Oh, o, sha
Kot over that; this in her secomd sesson out,
you know. —Puck. .

A Kltchener Definftlon.—“Tou know what
An [rish dividend 57" “Yes, an assesnment.'”
"Well, do you know what a Boer rapulse 18T
“Yon, mo ndvance “—Cleveland Plain Demler

T™he Lant Resort. ~Buperintendent - Thers
gocddn won't seil at Il oents & yard Dry
Goods Man—Mark them up 10 14 conts and it
them ot the bargaln-counter —Prosklyn Lifs,

Frurglar  (sternly)l—Where's yrr  husband?
Woman (trembling)—{'nder the beid. Burgiae
=Then I won't take nothing. It's bad anough
10 have such & Mushand, witheut betng rotbed,
oo, —Tit-Hita.

The Iicased Child —"The naughty boy tald
me to g0 o the bad place,” sl ItTle Alger-
non. “Yes™ suld hs fond paps. “"Hut I teld
him [ never went anywhere without my paga™
—Fnliadeiphia North American.

A Good Tradt.—Mre. Knowsit—8o you xre sn-
ruged Lo Miss Swestleigh. [ 4o not wish to
discournge you. but 1 understand that she hag
eald ahe had abeolutely no wish to know Now
s enok, Mr. Wise—That's right [
to har as scon s I heard it—Baltimors Ames-
an.

Refytation —"F want you to tell ms canitid.
Iy whether yol want to marry my daughter
far ber money.” “‘Ceriminly not.” answersd
the tithed young gentloman. 1 scorn the g
ploton. As | understand the sftustion, your
danughter hasn’t mueh mesey anyhow, You
are the ofe we are looking to.""—Washington
fusr,

Derivitaive—"T'm trying to get some Iin-
formatlon aboud & friend of mine namsd Pox,
who came out hese,'” sald Lhe siranger feom
the Esst. ““They tall me he died of soms
throst troubls,” ‘1 guese that's about right "
replisd the cowhay, “"“What was W! Nros.
chitia™ “Bromkitin® That's & new one on
me., but I reckon 1 set the commection. He
slole & Sroneo ' —Phliadelphls Press

e ———

The Loeky Hargals.
N. 4 In the Spectator.
I bavs n friend, without whose face
(God keap his face from sorvow freal)
The world would be & dreary plase
For weary me

To plesss him la my chief delight;
1'd ruther die than give him paim,
Yot this I've done in my despite,
And sball sgain,

My friend v kind when | am sroam,

Nor sver croms when [ aum kipd;

He rules the sallen waves that tosd
My tolling mind

Hla gracious apirit glves me jor;
What can | give Nim for Mls

—”



