END OF BUSY YEAR

Chamber of Commerce Work
in Behalf of Portland.

RIVER IMPROVEMENT PRESSED

GCo-Operation With Other Towns to
Promotle the General Interests of
the Consi—Middle West Ag-
Eresslons Opposed.

‘With the annual meeting, which will be
hald at 3¢ Washington street, at 2:3 P,
M., ednesday, the Chamb of Com-
merce will close the busiest year of ita
existence. A great amount of good has
been sccumbllahed In & quiet way by the
board of trustees, the poverning body of
the chamber, which s compossd of nine
prominent business men. These are:
George Taylor, Jr., Henry Hahn, J. F.
Batchelder, A. L. Mills, E. T. Willlams,
B. M. Mears, R. Livingstons, L N. Fle!sch-
ner and Edward Ehrman. Each trustes
s shouldered Ms share of the burden,
doing all sommittes work aszigned Lo
Bim and sttending the weekly meetings
wils regulnrity. President Taylor has
bean nn especially tireless worker. [His
colleagues on the board know that he has
noglected hie privates business mors than
once to do & mood turn for Portland.

The policy of the board har been one of
advancement of Fortland and co-opera-
tion with other commercial bodies to for.
ward the general and special interests of
the Puocific Coast. 1In this way Port-
Iand has gained the good will of cham-
bers of Te8, © Teinl clube, push
elubs and boards of tratde In Beattle, Ta-
coma, Bpokune. San Frapclsco, Los An-
goléx, Ban Diego and throughout the Co-
Tomble and Willametts Valleys. One of
the nuret acts of the board laat January
was o vole 10 co-operate with a!l cham-
bers of commerce in Oregon on all gques-
tions of general publie Interast, Hearing
of this action, the Ban Francisco Cham-
ber af Commence sdoptsd resolutions urg-
ing Paclfic Coast clal organt
tions to take more Interest In National
Quastions, to the ond that the Coust shall
recaive recognition from the execulive
and legisiativo departments of the Gov-
emment. Portland Indorsed the San
Francisco positlon. Vancouver was made

by the tremendous pressure
brought to bear upon Congress in behalf
of the proposed permanent general hos-
pital., Beattle was brought into friendiy
relstions by a vote favoring It as the
ianding place for the Pacific cable. In
the Spring President Taylor attended the
farmers’ congress ot Siulem And made
friends for Portlnnd, In the Fall excur-
sions of Portland business men, which
had heen srranged by the Chamber, at-
tended harvest carnivals, street and fruit
fairs at Pendleston, Yalln Whalla and
Hood River, and brought the commercial
interestz of the metropolls into contact
with the Imtertor merchants and pro-
ducers. The Lewiston falr would have
been visited, but for the long dimtance to
travel, and the near approach of the
holiday trade.

The chisf work of tho trusiecs has heen
in behalfl of the Columbia River, and the
year closss with bright prospects for a
fleep channel al the mouth, deep water be-
tween Portland and the sea, and an open
river to Lowiston. In the latter part
of April Charies F. Adams, of Boston,
and E H. Libby, of Lewilston., addressed
the trostess. Mr, Adams urged immed:-
ate action to make the Columbia and its
tributaries navigable from Lewdaton to
Portiand. A committee appolnted by the
trustees reported o few days Iater that
the lmyertance of this undertaking could
not be oversstimated, and that §t was "'es-
pocially incumbent on Poriland, as the
¢hief city of the Columbla Basin, bhoetk
to take the lead in urging this under-
taking and to use all possible influences
Lo hold the sublect up 10 the attention
of the Pucific Northwest to Legisintures,
W Congress, and 10 commercial bodies ™
Portland took the inftiative and has been
cordially supported by commerclal bodies
In Oregon, Washington and Idaho. The
trusiecs demanded that Congress appro-
priate RISL0M, the amount estimated by
the Chie! of Engineers. for the comple-
tion of the deep-waler project at the
mouth of the river. The river and har-
bor till doss not carry quite this amount
but ample provision s moade for the con-
tingance of the improvementa. Cuptain
Harts, United States Engineers, has rec-
ommetided a canal and locks between The
Digiles and Celilo, mo the wark of apening
the rivers tn Lewiston s making satis-
factory progress. The Chamber of Com-
merce ia entitled to a great den! of eredit

of

80 many Orsgon boys have
perved with distinetion to themselves and
glory to thelr country In the Spanish War,

UNEKNOWN COMPANY WORKING IN
EASTERN PART OF COUNTY,

Snggestion of Electric Plant and.a
New Town—Land Near Gresham
to He Tested for Ol

Residents of the m- portion - of - the
county are endesvoering to fathom the
purpose of a company which ls promoting
what appexrs to be a large enterprise.
Lest Bummer surveys were mads along
Gordon, Trout and Huriburt Creelts, pre-
sumably to determine the wvolume of
water avaflable for generating purposes.
The promoters of the enterprise have tsn
men at work making a road (o an -
acre tract on Trout Cresk, and are en-
deavoring to let the contract for having. it
cleared, A small bridge has been bullt
across Trout Creek and orders for large
guantities of lumber have besn given
to Bramhall's mill. Some say a large eleg-
trical power-house will. ba bullt on the
tract. The site ts about two miles south-
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| sYNoPsIs OF ANNUAL REPORT OF

INTERSTATE COMMISSION.

; repeti-
tion of the argument at this time can
hardly be expested. While the attitude of
the commission has been misunderstood by

| some and risrepresented by others, the
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Honorable reparation to dbe made by the Chi
ernment for the murder of Mr. Sujyama

The malntenance, under conditions to ba determined by tha po
tion against the importation of srms, a8 well az of material employed ezciusively for
the manufaciure of arms and ammuonition.

the asceased, bearing an inscription ln the Latin, German and Chi-
nese languages expresalng the regrets of the Emperer of China for the murder.

1L

A. The seversst punishment for the persons dealgnated In the imperial dscres of
Eeptember 35, 1000, and for thoss whom the representatives of the powers shall subse-

8. The suspenaion for five years of all officla! examinatinns in the citiss whers for-
signers bave besn massacred or hava been subjectad to cruel trestment.

1L

Gover o the Gov-

pan

Iv.

An expistory monumest to be erected by the Imperial Chiness Covernment in every
foreign or Intermational cemstery which has been desecruted or In which the gruves have

V.

A,

, of the int

Vi

Equitable indemnities for governmants, socleties, companies and Individuals, as well
as for Chinese who, during the late occurrences, have suffered In person ar in property
In consequence of thelr being in the sarvice of foreigners. China to adopt Anancial
measures scoepiable to the poawers for the purposs of guarantssing the payment of satd

“IRREVOCABLE CONDITIONS” TO WHICH CHINA HAS AGREED.

the diplomatic quarter in a defenaidie condition, the Chinese haring no right te resids

tn that guarter,

VIIL
The: destruction of the forts which might obstruct fres communication betwesm Pe-

kit and the sea.

-
The right to ths milltary cccupation of oertain polnts, to be detsrmined by an un-

derstanding among the powers, in order to

-

atlon between the

capital and the sea.

x

‘'he Chiness Government to cause to be publisheld during two years In all the sub-
prefectures an lmperial decres—{a) embodying = perpetusl prohibitien. under pemalty
of death, of membershlp in any anti-fureiga soclety; (b)
that sbhall have been Inflicted on the gulity, togethar with the sispension of all ofMcial
examinations in the cities where forsigners have been muordersd or have been subjected
to cruel treatment, and (o), furthermore, an imperial decres o bo tssued and published

throughout the empirs that the O

ing the

clal or local officlals shall be held resp

¥ ‘v‘

3 ) and all provin-
for the i

af order within

thelr respictive jurisdictlons, and that in . the event of renswed antl-forelgn disturb-
ances or any other infractions of treaty oceurring und which shall not forthwith be sup-
pressed and the gullty persoms punished, they, the sald oMelals, ahall be Immediately
rumoved and forsver disqualified from holding any offics or honors.

XL

The Chineme Government (0 undertaks £o begotiate améndments (o the treaties of

i
i
i

and na fdared useful by the forelgn powerd, and upon other mat-
ters pertalniug to thelr commercial relations. with the ahject of facllitsiing them
XIL
The Chi e’ t to & ine in what to ref the department of

forsign affalre and to modify the court ceremonlals concerning the reception of foreign
represiniatives in the manner to be Indioated by the powers.

plied with the above conditions to ths satis.
d ean hold out mo expectation that the occupation

af Pekin mnd the provinces of China by the gensral forces can be brotght to & eom-

Untfl the Chi Gov has
indemnities and the intersst snd amertizstion of the loans, faction ‘of the B tha Wneal
ViL "
The right for each power to malntaln a permanent guard for Its legation and to put clusion,
e L

the moeans of keeping them more closely
together, and oementing friendships
formed on many & hard-fought feld.
The project recelved Its Initlative BSat-
urday night, at a mesting held in the
office of Adjutant-General Gantenbein, the
presiding officer belng General Bummers,
1t was declded that the annual conven-
tlon of the Spanish-Americen War Vet-
orans shali be held In Portiand on Feb-
ruary 22, at' 10 o'clock A. M., when the
question of consolidating the warlous
camps will coms up for settiement. It 15
also expecied when this convention meets

that =« ladies’ auxillary corps  will
perfect state organization, Another
meoting will be held In the near
future, at which it s hoped all
members eligtbla will be present

and help to form the organization of a
Nutional Fiiipine Army Assoctation. It
was pointed out that thers was no disposi-
tiot on the part of the newly-formed organ-
{zation 1o dlsorganise the state assoclation,
and that the Army of the Philippines
takes the same position to the general
orgunization as do the Army of the Poto-
mae, Tennessee and stmiinr bodles, to the
Grand Army of the Republic.

The xeneral scope of the Army of the
Phillppines Is thus set forth in the con-
etitution:

This society shall include every afficer
and enlisted man, with honorable dis-
charge, who has served a2t any time or
may hereafter serve honorably In the
Army of the Philippine Islands, elther
in the volunteers or regular establish-
ment, and shall have given his tssent to
the constitution and by-laws of this so-
clety. It sball also include all United
Staten officers And enlisted men who at
the time served on vessels which, during
the Bpanish-American War, co-operated
with the troops In the Philippine Isiands,
or have servod since then In the waters
of the Phillppine Archipelago and shall
have given assent to the constitution and
by-lnws of this soclety.

Membership in this moclety shall be open
to the sons of members and t0 the sons

for what it has done for river improve.
menis The oonlract system for the
mouth of the river, whivh has bren adopt-
od by Congress was suggested by the
Chamber

The aggressions of the Middle West Job-
bers west of the Rocky Mountains has
driven all Pacific Coast commerclal bodles
Into a close alllnnce, bestdes resuliting in
the arpanization of the Pacifle Coast Man-
ufariurors’ and Jobliers” Assoclation. This |
Iatter body was calied into existence to
oppose the demand for graded rates and
abolition of differantials and tepminals
The Chamber of Commerce Indommed the
position of the Manufacturers' and Job-
bery’ Association and deciared in resolu-
foas that the demands of the Middle
West were cxcessive, and |f granted
would “injure and retard the natural
growth and development of trafde on the
Facific Coast.” The ocean was declared
to be A& “National highway from all parts
of the world, and has been and i» 1o be
used by Lhe Coast as a factor In It trade
development.” The Middle West han an.
other sly scheme in the parceis post bill
now pending in the United States Senate.
ii will also be condemned as &4 measure
dangerous Lo the trade Interests of tha
<ynst

A detalled statement of the wark of the
Chamber of Commerce during the year |
would take up & great amount of space,
Following s a summary of indorserents
pud disapprovals of lraMing suhjects:

Indorsed.

Inreesss of artfllery force of the Armsy for
coart dolerses

Amsay office st Portiand

Proposed Depariment of Commercs, with a
Recrwiary who shall be & member of the Cab-
inrt

Enlargement of Portland Postoffire.

Biearcabin line o Masntia

Feform 1= the consular servios.

Agpeiatment of & commisslon 1o study com-
mrrolal conditions tn Chine ard Japan

Senator Simon's posltjon on the Porto Rice
tarift BiN

Pacific-Atluntle canal

Application of mavigation laws to Huwall

The Newberg destsugar factory

Raised money for the Galveston sufferers

Oo-operatisd with ths Taxparses’ Leagus for
clean eiresis

Lamaing of returning wolumieers st Portland

IMaapproved.

Proposal to make Norw & sub-pert of entry
for the benefit of Canad hlp

Leasing of United States pablic lands west
of the Ptk meridian, as being “Strecily con-
trary 1o the Imierests and development of Lhe
Wesr.™

—_—
To Buy Big Lot of Hullroad Sapplies.

of those who are, or would have been
entitled to memberahip In this association,
therely perpetunting membership by in-
heritance; but for all of these, election
by a majority wvote, by ballot, upon ap-
pllcation at eny sanneal meeting, shall be
necessary, and those Joining under thie
ssction shall pay the same ducs as other
members,

Honorary members may ba elected by
& majority vots of the membern presont
&t any annual meoting

Every officer and enlisted man desiring
ta become n member of this rociety shail
sign the constitution and by-laws and pay
to the treasurer the sum of one dollar ms
annual dues, sald dues to te pald at the
treasurer’'s office In advance; provided
sald member does not belong to a state
or territorial soclety, and such woctetien
=hall pay into the treasury aof this so-
clety the sum of twenlty cents (Ne) an-
nually for each of lts members, provided
such wsoclety s acting under a charter
furnished by the nationnl soclely, for
which charter such soclety shall pay to
the national soclety the sum of two dol-
lars (B0).

The payment of =ix dollarx (35 At one
time. shall entitle the member to Ife
membership without payment of annual
dues,

e = e =
Plenty of Maneyr.
Cincinnatl Commerciai-Tribune.

Mr. M. L. Hulleman, of the United
States Treasury, states that this coun-
try’'s total stock of monoy has increazed

#ince 1582 from §1.357,000.000 to §53,063.000 o, |

and the per capita clrculation from 123 88
to 5 6. A vast amount of gold has been
added to our stock mince 1886 In four
years the addition of gold has been S4IS.-
W00, of which the Treasury reserve
Falned DE0000, The money In elrcula-

tion fincreased from $1.889.000,000 &n 1892 |

to BLUA00LOM in 190 three-fiftha of the
increase belng gold coln and gold cer-
tificates,
stiver notes
#lde the comforiing festures of Ita plenti.
fulneas and reassuring incrense, it s In-
toresting to note that a ready disposition
toward an adaptation to gensral conveni-
ence of handling {5 made manifest in the
growing proportion of paper money In
small noten from ones o tens. Notes of
20 and under and silver dollars and sub-
sidiary sllver coln have increased from
FHE. 000,000 In 180 to FLIIT,M00.000 in 1%08. an
increase of 12 per caplta in the kinds of
money ihe people use most. There has
been alse a greally increased use of
chocks, which has not been materially
affected by the duty stamp. The use of

If Baby ls Cutting Teeth,
Be sure and ose that oid and well-tried remedy,
Mre, Winslow's . for
terthing. It soothes the . 30Tiets Lha
allays all pain, cures colle and

Some F0M0L00 of the Bherman |

have been canceled. Out- | \ooniving title to real estate or matters

that it was felt such a soclety would be reut of County Sorveyor Huriburt's place,

and about 5 miles from Portiland. It is
amerted by some that & new county road
will be lald ocut from the scens of opera-
tlons to & point near Mr. Horlburt's farm
and that & townalte will be aurveysd and
severa! substantial bulldings put up.

Leoking for Ol

An agent for an oll syndicate has been
at Greabam for a week endeavoring to
sacure options on several farma for the
purpose of boring for oll. He asks the
privilege of holding the options for 15
Years amnd reserves the right to move
bulldings and tear down fences, If neces-
sary, while conducting operations, The
owners of the land may still live upon 1t
and eonilnue thelr farming, but they wiil
be required to rellnquiah all title 1f the
company decides to closa the deal within
the prescribed tims, The agent m=ays
there is ofl near Gresham and that his
company means to find it. So far aa
known, only two farmers have given the
optlon ssked by the company.

Parsonage at Rockwood.

The Methodist church at Rockwood will
hav
people of that piace met Tuesday even-
ing to rlse & fund for the bullding. Rav,
Howard Osborne, pastor of the church,
presided, Presiding Elder Rockwell has
promised to make several changes in the

eircult If & parsonage !s bullt, and the

people huave adopted plans for = five-
roovm house. Dr. Oshorne will bagin & re-
vival tomorrow svening.

Digwing Up His Orchard.

Captaln J. A. Brown has made up his
mind to ront out his trees on Melvilie
farm and use the ground for something
eiss. The trees were planted years Ago
by a former owner and have alwaya glven
& good yield, but Captain Brown has
more faith In potatoes than in frult,

New School for Greaham.

The special school meeting held at
Gresham -esulted In a tax of 20 mills be-
Ing levied, which will be added to the

5 mills ralsed last vear for the econ-
straption of & new schoolhouse.
prteriondalls e i’ cnionly

—

Sopreme Counrt Probiem.

LINN COUNTY, Oregon, Jan, {—To
the Edilor.)—The voters’ emphatlc rejec-
tlon of the constitutional amendment pro-
viding for more Supreme Court Judges
pointed directly to the cutting off of mi-
nor liigation in that coufM. In the dis-
cussion of the question, pending the elec-
tion, The Oregonian stoutly ¢ led (e

He had been turned away by two phy-
sleinns on whom he had called for treat-
ment. They told him nothing could be
done for him. In despalr he went o Dr.
Bprague. He was Inclined at first to tell
him the truth, but remembering his pre-
vious experisnce and -~ fearing wsimilar
treatment, he simply sald the Injury had
been caused by An Insect.

Dr. 8pragus examined the wound, which
was on the middle finger of the right
hand, and declared it serlous. He resorted
{0 a treatment usual in cazes of polsonous
stinging. This was to soak the finger
in & solution of bicarbonate of soda as hot
a4z the patient could stand 1t, and keep
the membeor there from alx to elght hours
at A mme He also prescribed twenty
drops of tincture of muriate of lron, taken
Internally every three hours,

sens the neceselty for legislative action
upon the linvs already Indicated, and In
such other directions ae will furnish an
adequate and workable status for the
regulation of commerce " the sev-
eral states '’

One aspect of the situation, however,
is specidlly referred to. The commis-
mlon mays It must be apparenit to the
thoughtfu! mind that egual charges for
equal service cannot be secured without
some restraint upon the competitive ac-
tion of Independent lines, and refers to
classification, Interchange of cars, switch-
Ing service, storage and terminal charges,
démurrage, car service rules, and other
similar matters as having been looked
upon with favor as operating to publie
advantage, Unlfeorm classtfication, for ex-
ample, Is regarded so desirable that the

Melgel falthfully followed the L]
instruotions, and Bunday when the pa-
tlent made & second call on the doctor
the finger had become saftened and the
sweolllng was  greatly decreased. Dr.
Bpragues appiled the lance, and a hard
core half an Inch long was taken from
the linger. After that Melgel was relleved
fron pailn. The swell disappeared al-
together, and Melge] left the physiclan

& new parsonage before long. The | fully econvinced his life had been saved,

A fay or two later, Melgel, having fuily
reeoverad. called at the physician's house
to tha‘tx hMm for his treatment and to
apologlte for having decelved him. Dr.
Bpregue was not at homs, and Melgel, af-
ter telling Mre. Sprague, the dJdoctor's
wife, that he had been bltten by a taran-
tula, asked her to give his compilments
to the physician,

"I would like to see him personally,”
tald the srateful man, “and thank him,
but I must go at once to Arisona, whers
my mother is on her deathbed.”

Melgel told Mrs. Sprague that he cap-
turei. the tarantuln in o load of lumber
that he had been handliing. He took it
hom= and put It in = bottle. While In-
specting 1: the tarantula escaped from
the bottle and bit him on the fnger.

—_—

Life & Century Ago.
Memphis Commercial Appeal.

One hundred years age & man could
not take a ride on a steamboat.

He ‘could not go from Whashington to
New York In a few hours.

He had never meen an electric Nght or
dreamed of an electric car,

He could not send a telegram.

He couldn't talk through a telephons,
and he had never heard of the hello girl.

He could not ride a bicycle.

He eould not call In a stenographer and
dictate a letter.

Ho had never recelved a typewritien

deféat of the amendment, always coupicd |

with advooscy of maore regtricted appeal
as the proper remedy. And the popular
denial of more Judges voiced the repeal
of the provision which mude mors nec-
esanty. The lawyers with one voloe 1g-
nore that message and fall back upoen
the creation of a board of Supreme Court
commissioners,. That would be followed
oy their permancnt retention. for If need-
&l to bring up the accumulnted business
of the court, it wonld be equally needed
to prevent future accumulation. If the
Legislature Is a representative body it
will apply the remedy plainly intended
by the people. The concern of the pro-
fession for Lthe poar man I8 touching. But
it should be remembersd Lhat appeals are
not seldom taken by the richer for the
purpose of oppressing the less able, who
cannot well follow the judgment obtainsd
in the distriet to the Supreme Court on
account of Inability to pay lawyers: and
if he does a0, in apt to find his Judgment
swallowed up by the added feo of his nte
torney. leaving him to reflection upon the
vanity of lawsuits.

Judge Lord had long and honorable
setvice upon the Supreme Bench, and no
man 18 better qualified to judge of the
remedy for the congestion there. He sald:
“Enact a law that shall limit appeals in
civil cases to the Supreme Court to those

affecting the public revenue, the constitu-
tion of the stite or of the United States, or

| where the question of franchise In raised,

or where the amfount of the judgment ex-
cecds $500" That with giving the court
discretion In the matter of writing opin-
long. He adds that "'the records of the
court show that about ¥ per cent of the
cases appealed are under 00, varying
from ths! sum to lesa than $50." Also
eases are appealed to “causs vexntion and
expense. ' Judge Lord further lﬂhlﬂ:
“That chronic argument that every citi-
zen should have the right to appeal, mo
matter how small the sum, s enlitled to
little consideration. The ecommunity
should mot be taxed soveral hundred ddl-
lars to gratify two obstinate men in
bandying some trivial mattér through the
courts when Its merits can be fully de-

cided In the circult court as the courft |

of last resort.'” Governor

mended that the judicial districts of the

siate Do reorganised and three of them

e

leation.

He hsd never heard of the germ theory
or worrled over bacilll and hacteria.

He never looked pleasant before a pho-
tographer or had his pleture taken.

Ha never haard a phonograph talk or
saw n kinetoscope turn out a prizefight.

He never mw through a Webster's Un-
abridged Dictlonary with the ald of a

ray.

He had never taken a ride In an ele-
vator. y

He had never Imagined mich o thing an
& typesetting machins or a typewriter,

He had never used anything but a
wooden plow.

He bad never seem his wife using a
sewing-machine.

He had pnever struck a match on hin
pants or anything else.

He couldn’t take an anaesthetio and
have his leg cut off without feeling It.

He had never purchased a 10-cant magn-
tine, which would have been regarded as
a miracie of art,

He could not buy a paper and learn
evorything that had happened the day be-
fore all ovar the world

H& had never seen a MoCormick reaper
or A self-binding harvester.

He had never crossed an {ron bridge.

In short, thers were seversl things that
he could not do, and several things he
@id not know.

S —————
Nearly Starved at the Lelter Ball.

Washington letter,

to the ocard Invitation. It was announced
that refreshments would be served at 15:30,
Az & matter of fact they were not served
untll nearly 1 in the morning, and the

Postmaster became so faint that he went

homé at midnight and permiited Mrs,

Brilth to make him a pot of tea and soms
toast.

—— e

ng Phillp Brady fsll down

No. 4 In the Republic mine and die8

without regalaing con-

esion re ded and urged
ity adoption by voluntary action, or, that
fulling, by coempulsory leglslation. The
&0t to regulais commerce srems to favor
associated action by ermpeting roads for
purposes of this kind. True, it prohibita
pbollng—that is, the actual divislon of
competitive trafMc or the earnings. derfved
therefrom—and even this provision is be-
Heved by many to be practically incon.
slstent with uniform charges to all ship-
pers and the falr adjustment of rates he-
tween different communities and differ-
ent articles of trafMc

Whatever view may be held ns to the
degree of incompatibliity between the pro-
hibition- of poollng and the otNer pro-
vislons of the act, It was generally under-
stood, after the sct was passed, that
mutual agreements respecting the matters
abova mentloned. not Involving the divi
slon of tlonnage or revenus, were In
no respect made uniawful by the act, bhut
weare regarded rather as nlda to' Its proper
observance,  Accordingly. numerous ns-
soclations were formed and many features
of the raliroad service more or less sub-
Jected to common ocontrol By carrlern
otherwise In actual competition, The
tendency and Intended results of these
arrangements were to remove the prac-
tices mnd charges included In thelr terms
from the fleld of competition. -

These conditions are sald to be muteri.
ally changed, in thelr logal aspects at
least, by the passage of the anti-trust
lnw and the Intarnretation which that
iaw has recelved. The prohibition against
rallway assoclation Is no longer Nmited
to pooling of competitive traffic or the
revenue therofrom, but extendls to every
form of combination which directly pre-
siralns competitive freedom. While thin
does not mear that every such agreement
violates .the anti-trust law, It does mean
that ail such sngagementa as actunlly re-
strict competition are vold from thelr in-
ception end sabjecl those who make them,
or who connlve in offorts to continue
them, to the hazard of criminal prosecu-
tlon. ’

It 1= evident that rallroad managers
generally have made no attempt to con-
form their practices to the spirit of thin
law. They may keep within {ts letter and
succesd In avolding (ts penalties, but they
claim that they are virtually compelled
to. epunteract (ta alm and evade fts ab-
servance. Thus It hsppens that some of
the most Important mmd usefn]l Incldents
of riilway service are maintained by
methods which are bellaved to be Inhar-
monlous with, If not In actual vislation
of, o Federal atatute. This Is more than
the quastion of puoling contracts betwesn
rival carriers—it s the question of such
agreements as relate  to  classifioation,
terminal charges, and the itke—eoncerning
which uniformity. certalnty and stabil-
ity are of manifest henefit and conven.
ence to the publle, .

Under the condlitions now existing It is
Inevitabla that frequent diserimica
should ocecur and endless acts of injus-
tice be committed. Thearetically it In
ponsfble for each rosd to observe lta pub.
lished schedules in evary partioular, but
this In many cases must be dane, It dons
at all, only at the loes of needed traffic,
unlésa all rival roads with squal striot-
ness and honesty conform !n liks manner
to thelr published rates. The ldéa of pub-
lic reguiation implies certzin standards

at leant. with

that &il their | lts former decisions comatruing the long
will be treated | and shori baul clause of the law and de-
resuit has never | fined somcwhat more fully Its view come
practioally will not | eerning the effect of comnetioln In cames
pursued can. | hrought under that provision of the stwt-
prevent an oulcoms Of | ute. The Supreme Court decided that the
And what | conpiruction given in thin cause by the

thosa discrimind- | commision amd the Clreuit Court of Ape
act was

soifdation or unification of rival Unes
which Is at onoe the most conmpleuous
and the most significant result of current
raliroad financiering.

kel

| One of the striking features of recent
times in the Industrial world has been
the tendency to combine for the purpome
of Umiting or ellminating competition. in
no brapch of Industry, probably, s the
Inducement to form combinations of this
pOTL greater, nor the advantages to be
hoped for from them when formed more
certaln than in rallway operations,

- First—No competition is so destruetive
as that between rallways. In moet kinds
of busin petition stops with the
bankruptcy of one or more of the com.

damage as could & prosperous rival
Second—The nature of the husiness ren.
ders posafhle large profits from such com-
binations without attracting undue atten-
tlon. Transportation s analogous to &
tax Imposed In varying degrees upon al-
most all commodities. With Important
ptions derate adv in rates, If
equally distributed, would not be espe-
clally noticed by the public as a whale
But every such advance adds to the net
revenuss of the rallway, and a very alight
increase In all mtes, If it should be per-
manently mainiained, would enhance
enormoudly tha value of railway securi.
tlen

Third—No kind of property lends itaelf
50 readily te the permanent formation
of such combinations as rallroad property.
He who combines all the factories in 'the
United Btates of a certain kind may lose
in a short time tha benefit of that mon-
opaly by the erection of other factories
of the same kind, but a monopoly cre-
ated by the combdination of all the rall-
ways now controiling any conaiderable
area of the United Stales ls reasonably
certaln to continue for years to come

Fourth—In additlon to these [nduce-
ments, the statutes of the land aperate to
produce the same result. Many years ago
the rallway managers found It necessary,
In what they .belleved to be |egliimails
self-protection, to form pooling contracts,
They still belleve that the right to make
and enforce such contracts s & proper
and essontisl ons, but the interstate com-
merce act renders the formation of these
contracts mot only lilegal but criminal
That act alsc provides that carrlers shall
publish their rates and adhere to them,
but the antl-trust sct, as Interpreted by
the courts, renders any agreement with
reference to.the making or malntaining
of inferestate rates & crime. If carriers
are to make public thelr rates and to
charge all shippers the same rate, they
must, as n practical matler, agres ta
gsome extent with respect to these rates,
When raliway managers bellevas that the
law fociblds In one met what they deem
necessary o the observance of anothar,
the obvious tendemcy of the enforcemant
bf such a iaw is to lead to the diseovery,
if possible, of some way In which It can
be avolded %o if thare can be no agres.
ment in the opsration of Indapendent rall.
ways, It seams inevitabls that thers will
be unity or agreement in thelr owner-
ship.

No one at all scquainted with what
s transpiring can doubt that combina.
llons have been formed and are certaln
to be _formed among rallroads which wil]
be more extensive, more permanent, and
more far-reaching In thelr ultimate re-
sults than those of any other departmant
of Industry. The experience of 13 years
shows that thare ls no sarious difMeulty
In securing, upon the paArt of compelitive
lines, the adoption and publication of
raten satisinctory to the carriers but
hitherto it has been found impossible to
secure the actual observance of rates on
competitive traffie when adopted. A rail
way will seldom reducs the open rate un-
lesa to meet some actual ar supposed de-
parture from that rate by a rival line,
for 1t is well understood that such &
reduction by one mmns almply & corre-
sponding reduction by others. To prevent
rate competition, therefors, it I only
NecesEaAry to sscurs compliance with the
open tariff. In order to do this !t is only
necessary that a competing llne should
own or control, or that some person in its
interest should own or control, emough
of the stock of ita competitor to influence
the election of & board of dlrectars, and
this se¢ms to have been the method re.
cantly adopted in many Instances,

The commisaion has no sMelal knowl.
edge of the extent of recent rallway com-
binatlona, hut it has Informed itself as
well as possible from unofMicial sources
Disregarding mere rumora, but taking ac-
count of well-authenticated astatementa,
there were absorhed in varinus ways
between July 1, 188, and November 1, 1900,
25,311 miles of railrond. There are in the
whole United Btates something less than
20,000 miles of raflroad: and more than
one-sighth of this sntire milmage waa
within the above period, hrought, in obe
way and another, under the control of
other lines. The scope and effect of thess
operations Is {lluatrated by some exam-
ples given In the report. The commission
goes on to say that when we consider
what has actually been done, what s un-
doubtedly In contemplation, the antire fea.
sibliity of these schemen, the very great
advantage which would result to the own.
ém of the propertles involved, and the
fact that a step once taken In that @i
rection Is seldom retraced, It becomes
evident that In the immediate future the
main transportation lines of this country
will ba thrown Into great groups, con-
trolling thelr own territory, and not sub-
ject, with respect to moat of their traf-
fie, to serious competition,

S8uch a conmdition Is not without Its
benefits, The evils which eompetition be-
gots will largely dliappear with that com-
petition, and many of tha worst forma
of discrimination will cease, Owing to
wastefu! competition transportation by
rall actunlly costs more than it cught
To oliminate that competition will be fo
work an actual saving in the cost of the
servies, and this should redound to the
benefit of both the carrier and the ship-

r.
n‘l"ha danger lies Io the fact that the oniy
check upon the rate |s thereby remaved.
Hitherto compelition between carriers bas
kept down the price of carriage. If that
Is taken away nothing remuins except the
force of popular opinton, and the fesble
restralnts of - the present law, wilch are
of Httle effect when dlrected aguinst slight
and gradusi advances. It will lle within
the power of two or three men, or At
mosi & small group on men, to say what
tax ahall be Imposed upon the vast trafic
maving betwesn the East and West. The
nature of the service and the conditions
under which this specles of properiy Is
operated may be such that it cannot be,
and perhaps ought pot to be, brought un.
der Lhe foroe of competitipn,
but those very conditions make it Impera-
tively necessary that some other eontrol
should be substituted for competition.
It tu idle to say that frefght rates cammnt
neced. During the past year they

ing from carrlers who wers subject to the
act to regulats commerce could not be
taken [nto conmiderstion, and Ilkewise
that all competition, however substantial,
not originating at the initial point of the
trafMe, was squally, as & matter of law,
excluded from view. No decision was
rendered by the court upon the facts in
this case

plaint. This case was hased upon an
order of the commission, holding that the
rate on lron and stes! articles from Pue
eblo, Cola, (o San Prancitses, Cal,
amounting to § 8@ per M0 pounds, was
unlawful under the act, and that the
ralea charged on such articles from Pu.
#bls to Ban Francisco should not be more

than 75 per cent of the rates comtem-
poranecusly charged on lke traffie from
Chicago to San Francisco, nor more thas
& pents per 100 pounds on steel mllsnd.
fastenings, and ¥% cents per 100 pounds
on bar iron snd othor snumerated lrom
artlcles.  The Circult Court upheld the
decision of the commission, but the Clr-
cuit Court of Appeals, following later de-
cistons of the Bupreme Court, held that
the commission was without authority
under the act (o regulate commerse (o
prescribe rates for future chservancs by
the carriers, and that thds applied as well
to an order of tha commission dotermin.
Ing the relation of mtes between localities
a8 Lo an order presorfbing mazimum rates.

The court further salé that dete
the relation of mates Involved the exerviss
of tegisiative funcilons to the same axtsat
&8 Oxing the rate on an independent con-
slderation of what would be a reasonable
compensalion for the service. The come
mimsion polnts out In this report a dMs-
tnciion apparently made between prescrib.
ing maximum rates and determining the
relation of rates by the Buprems Court
in the maximum-rate case, in which the
commisaion’s power (o presceribe maximum
reasonable rates was denled. In review-
Ing the decision of the Court of Appeals
the commission takes ocoaston to atate the
necessity for authority to reguiate rates
for the future, and demonstrates that &
sult at law lor damages cannot, in the
very nature of thinms, be an effectual or
appropriate remedy. As & rule, mays
the commisslon, the persons actually toe-
jured cannol obtain redress In suits fop
damages, and in those cases where the
real pufferer can sue and recover the ex-
coss above unreasonable or unjust charges
the agarieved ahipper cannot afford to
bring and &ln an ax va sult
rvery time an unreasonable or unjust rate
in charged. nor to do business In rellance
dpon & possibie recovery in the law courts
of sumas unlawfully exacted for transyoes
tation during any given period.

Otler court declulons noted in the re-
port are! The decision of the United
Btates Ctreult Court of Appeals in the
livestock terminal charge case originating
At Chlcage In & sult.to snfores the or
der of tha lon; the P 4 of
decres pending appeal by the defendant
carriers in the La Grange, Ga., long and
sbort, haul case, which was decided by the
United Btates Clroglt Court in Alabama
In faver of the commisslon; & case Involv-
ing the legal obligations of belt railroad
companies engaged in interstate com-
mercs, and one involving the question of
removal of persons Indictad under the sct
W regulate commerce (o offiar Judiclal
diniricts for trial. Another case men-
uUoned Is one Involving the constitution-
ality of the Kentucky rallroad commission
lawr.

——————

USES WOODEN BULLETS.

Negre Haa His Own Ideas for Step-
vl g "Bad Niggers.™

Loulsville Courler Journal.

Dum-dum and soft-nosed bullets have
been much In prominence since the Com.
mencement of the Boer war, Thelr flat
tening or spreading-out proclivitiss are
marked In the production of mortality,
These bullets are made of lead, as might
be supposed, but they ars not always
made of lead, as the following showa:

A negro waa recently arrested for some
misdemeanor, and In being searched at
the police station was found to have &
pistol. It was londed, and before bheing
ticketed {t was broke snd the cartridges
thrown out. The apperance of the balls
and their lightness attracted attentioa,
and on examination disclosed the Tact
that they were of wood

“Where did you get thesaT' was asked
the negro.

“What?"

“These cartridges.”

*“1 bought the cartridges from a store.™

“Did they have this kind of ball In
them"

“No, indeed. They had s regular lesd
baall,

“Where 4id you get thess wood bally
from ™"

“l mads them.™

"“"What for?

“Well, you ses, I often fools along with
some mighty mean niggers who s awiul
handy with & knife., I ain‘t had no luck
with a knife In fights, and when 1 has
hit niggers with a Jead bullet It aln't
naver stopped them. They kept on com-
ing. Bo, [ gets to thinking about it, and
1 rends In the papers about how [oros-
ful spreading bull is In ing peo.
ple. Right then and thers [ glits the idea.
Nothing spreads more and spilnters more
than wood, and 1 gits me them car
takes out the lead bullsts and puts weed
bullets In their piaces. Thay's, of courss,
for close fighling, and, Captain, you min't
got no idea how quickly they stop & man
when you turns one loose real close to
him. The way they scerify your person
is real ugly, and If you dJdon't stop In
your tracks you keap golng bLackward.
They's the finest spread bullets thers 18"

=Mkt - 2 Radem i
Exit Trainbey.
Chicago Record

The action of some of the mailway com-
panies In deciding to remove the trainbey
from their service apparently marks an
inevitable atep In evolution. In the dayw
whom travel was much slower and Mning-




