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OUR GREAT TEST CASE.

There are Southern nawspapers—the
Charieston News and Courier is & 0on-
picuous example—which do not attach
much importance to Mr. Bryan's the-
ory of “comnsent of the governed"—
Judged by historical precedent in our
Natdonal polity

Recently a ®Worthern jourpal asked
how we obtalned the consent of ‘l..r:lt.lll-i
lana, Florida, New Mexico and Califor-
nla, when thelr territory was acquired
by the United States, A Bryan paper
answered thal the country was not peo-
pled In the ordinary sense of the term,
but was sparsely oocupled by a few
savage ribes and seattered settlsments
of white people, who made no opposi-
tion to annexation.

This statement, however, was not sn-
tirely oorrect, slhoe troops of the
United States were compelled st dif-
ferent times (o fight flerce battles with
inhabitants of former Spanieh and Mex.
lean territory, who roee io lnsurrectlon
ageipst American authority; but the
Presidents of the early time 4ld not
hesltate to crush all such insurrections
by force, arn President McKinley In
erushing the present Inwurrection in the
Phillippine Islands.

But the journal of Charleston dis-
eains this Rind of answer. It hrushes
away all defense of our former acqul-
sitices, based on the assumption, or
fact, that there was & couniry occupled
only by a fews suvage tribes whom wa
bad w right to “remove”; and It sar-
castically asks: “Why beat about the
bush In this manner and be so careful
o avold any and all allusion o & cass
which must b uppcrmost In yqur
minds? The Confederate States wers
not sparsely occupled, and they made
conelderable and protructed opposition
Lo amnesation. When, and where, and
how, was the consent of these people

6 thelr annexation obtalned? And
#nee they were cnnexed without the
econsent of thelr people. what [a lhr-l
senme of any further prating In this
eountry. or in the Northern section of
it, at any rate, about the American
foctrine of the consent of the gov-
erned ™

It must be admitted that this |s very
much to the point It Is, Indeed. a
pomer, Here were twalve mililons of
people, Ntiest for self-governmens of
any in the world Yet they were not

allowad seif-government. Is the clalm
of savage ilborty entitied to more con-
Ederation” Undoubtediy, (f Mr. Bryan,
or any “antl” today, had been an
active politiclan al the outbreak of the
Civil War, he would have denled the
right of President Lincoln to “coeree™
the Bouthern States—thnat |8, he would
have donted it had he held his present
theory of consent of the governed.
Truth ke that progressive nations get
consent of the governed by compeliing
i, This Is the histarical law of na-
tonal growth, But conservation of
personal rights and fndividus! freedom
must go with It Thix has been foi.
lowed In our Southern Biates and It

of

will follow in the Philippine Islands
When national avtonomy is demled, It
does mot carry with . under civillzed |

rule, denial of individual rights and |
personal frecdom, Under the Govern-!
ment of the United States there 18 mors
Hberty today in the stales of this Unlon
where consenl of the governed was de-
nied and everthrown Oy force than
there would be i their clalm to self-
Fovernment had been allowed, So it
will be in the Philipplae Islands,

A most Impressive demonstration In
the limitailons of law is afforded by
the Chicage Tribune's description of
the new “magnate committes™ of trans-
continental rallroading. A few deter-
milped men Eave gone to work, and in |
B few weeks have practically accom-
plished through conference what the
combined «Morts of eourts, Interstats
Commerce Commlssios and Congress
bave been unable to do or to frustrate.
“The best bralns of the rallroad worid |
have long sought & remedy for rate-
cutting wilthin the lmits of law. They
have tried o adapt thomseives to ex-
stling statutes and they have formo-
Iated DBiIl! afier bill for new devicen
Bul while the Interstate Commission
bas been clamoring for more power,
and states Bave besn enforcing anti-
trusi laws, and the United Stales Su-
preme Court has been alternately scar-
Ing and solucing rallroad  interesis,
Meass. Morgan and Harrlman have
discovered Lhat’the (rue remedy for all
thess wvarious troubles of traffic ix In
amity of owoership. It is pot neces-
Sary for the roads to pool their
wsarmings. It I nol even necessary
25 form a frust of trusis. But It
| S8 esential that the aceredited rep-

Nobody, except In Isalated
for & short time, will be injured
such an arrangement. BSattled

but the bundreds of thousands of sav-
ingw bank depositors, fire and iife insur-
ance poliey-boiders, and §n general
everybody who has eaved money
snough for permanent |[nvestmants.
Morgsn and Harriman think they are
serving their cllents, and so they are;
but they are also working for every
man, woman and child la the country
who bas aaything te galn by pros-
perity or lose through business disturb-
ance. What a far remove |& construct.
Ive financlering of this sort from the
campaigna of destruction Mr, Gould
wis wont to wage for the possession of
envied properties!

A precedent is not always right, as
Mr. Hovey, In his istter elsewhere
printed, maintaine. Nelther Iz [t pre-
sumptive evidence of Its own error, The
real value of a precedent Is not In the
fact of Its existence, but in the light
it sheds upon the case In hand. The
uniform practice of our Government in
extending the Constitution and espe.
clally the revenus laws over néw ac-
quisitions gradusily, has grown out of
the specific needs of each emergency
as It arose. Nothing s clesrer, from
examination of the debates on these
extensions, than that esch case was
soitled on its merite. The contention
that the Constitution is self-extending
has been bromched, and that s why
Benton eame to pronounce It & vagary
mnd Webster called |t prepostarous,
The cuses of Porto Rico and the Phil-
{ppines ure precisely llke other cases
in that they present practical prob-
lems to be salved, and call for careful
adaptation of measures to the needs at
hand To put the case in a nutshall,
df there Is any necemsity at all for
ieginlative action in the matter, the
Constitution and the revente laws are
not self-extending. To admit that ths
Constitution reguires Congressional ac-
tion to put it in force de facto, ma Mr.
Hovey admits, is virtually to glve
Away the whole case.

e ——

The plow trust anncunces that it wijl
be able mot only to make $5,000000 a
¥ear more for the factories, but also to
reduce prices to the farmer, Now, It is
Hkely to malke a great deal of differ-
énce (o the plow trust and to. every
other trust whether this sort of promise
to the consumer Is kept or broken.
Theoties sbout trusts, for or aguinst,
are not likely to cut nearly as muth
figure ns thelr practices, It Is a very
practical world, whose busy peopls are
very apt to judge things by their frults.
if the plow trust reduces prices to the
fafmer, that same farmer can be moved
to venom against it only with éextremest
difficuity. Witness the gmooth salling
enjoyed by the monstrous Standard O,
whase Inlguities Mr, Lloyd has drawn
In such livid colors, but which never-
thieless has reduced the cost of kero-
sene, The starch trust, for example,
has profited stockholders, saved many

comcerns from baskruptey, and witha) |

reduced the price of starch, The rub-
bar trust, also, has recently mnnounced
& reduction of 55 per cent to dealers,
and at least one Indepondent firm has
announced its inablllty to meet the oul
Let us nt once admit these things are
wrong, bul let us also recognuize their
economie strength, Nobody will under-
take to defend monopoly, but numbern
will make shift o put up with one f
it saves them money, No printer has
been known to abandom his unlon be-
cause It s a labor trust

Judge Lowell's declinktion of the ap-
pointment (o the Text-Book Commis-
mion is n misfortune, especially as he
embrages the opportunity to renew hls
recommendation of &4 mean whoe has
been b resident of the state but a short
time, perhaps nol long epough to hold
public office, and whose appolntment ‘s
further gquestionable by resson of hia
service in an Institution supported in
part by public funds. Judge Loweil'm
reasone for declining are inadequate.
What we need In not s0 much men fa-
miliar with text-books, for the County
Buperintendents were all that, but men
of suflicient decislon 10 do what )8 rignt
réegariless of pressure from intereste.)
sources. That s why he, with others
Iika him, wans appoiried, We want men
in this commistion who are dublous

about their own supreme merit, who
feel too busy to undertake the work,
whose successes have been those of

business and affairs Governor Geer
hus done wisely In putting only one
sohool man on the commission. We
hope he will persevere In this method
in the cease of any vacancies that may
eccur. And It is greatly to be desired
that Judge Lowell would reconsider his
declination

We desire 1o commend to the atten-
tlon of membera of the Legislature and
a few Oregon newspapers the tone and
temper of the Interview with

paper, Mr. Eddy is for McBride for
Eenntor, but that does not prevent him
from belng & gentleman and & person
of perceptive facultiesx. I have not
overiooked.” he says, “the high char-
acter and great ability of Mr. Cuorbstt,
whom 1 greatly respect.” Wil those
individuals who have felt It necessary
to malign Mr. Corbett's character be-
cause he Is a candidate take a lesson
from Mr. Eddy and kindly remember
that they are living In the enlightensd
atmosphere of the twentieth century?
Mr. McBride may not be elected, friends
and brethren. And if he Is not, he wlil
conlinue to be the loyal Republican,
steadfast friead and unessuming gen-
tieman he has aiways been In this state,
where he was born and reared. Mr.
Cotbetl may not be elected; and If he
8 not. he will continue to bear upon
his uncompialning shoulders a large
part of the finanrcial burdens of this
community, public and private, and he
will still Jend & helping hand and gen-
erous purseé o every deserving cause
Remember this, and remember that po-
litleal success I8 not the only thing In
lfe worth heving. Assume a self-ve-
epect, {f you have it not

Mr. Munly's blll for a Clreult Court of
Appesis, drawn, it is understood, with
the approval of one or mors Judges of
the Fourth Judiclal District, is the most

The Benate committee on military af-
falrs has agreed upon the retirement of
General Fitzhugh Lee and General
James H. Wison as Brigadler-Gener-
els, and for the retirement of General
Bhafter as Major-General. These offi-
cérs are worthy of these honors at the
hands of Congress, but they are not
& whit more worthy than are a num-
ber of veteran Colonels of the regular
Army who will reach the age of retire-
ment this year. These old Colonels of
good record ought to Be retired with
the rank of Brigadier-General They
entered the Army at the gutset of the
Civil War, endured all its hardships,
were engaged In  arducus service
ngainst the Indlans during nearly
twenty years of service following the
Civil War, and have since served with
gallantry in Cuba, the Phllippines and
in China. The majority of these old
Colonels have suffered wounds in battle:
the mejority have been brevetted for
conspicuous gallantry in both the Civil
War and the Indian wars; some of them
wear medals of honor, which were a#
falrly earmed for herolsm as the Vie-
torla eross that Is cherlshed by the gal-
lant soldlers of England.

The frequent changes of post make it
difficult for as Army officer with a fam.
ily to save anything for a ralny day,
and 1t would be dnly decent for Con-
gress to retire these veteran Colonels
with the rank of Brigadier-General
This would give them $3750 a year for
the short remainder of their lives. Tha
splendid stuff of which these old
Colonels, whose first baptism of fire
was in the Civil War, s made, was
shown by the fact that the men who
led our reguiar Army Into battle before
Santiago were all ‘gray-halred, and
some of them, like Colonel  Hawkins,
were white-halred, Colonel Llscum,
who fell In China, was nearly 59, while
theres are serving In the Philippines
and in China today a number of Colo-
nela who will reach the age of retire-
ment this year. These old soldlers did
not ask to be retired when ordered to a
distant country, a tropical ¢llmate and
a disagreeable If not inglorious war-
fare, for publit opinion does not think
today as nobly of General Custer, who
fell by the hands of the Sioux Indians,
as |t does of General McPherson, who
fell by the hands of a white, clvillzed
soldlery hefore Atlanta, and there I8
not ss much popular fame losing your
Hfe at the hands of a Fllipino as there
witild be In charging an intrenchment
defended by the Boers

The Army service of the last forty
years has been, taken all In all, ardu-
ous. dangerous and difcult, and these
old men who are found4oday at &4 yours
of age still assembled with theé colars
on the firing lint deserve a8 much hone
orgble recognition at the hands of Con-
gressas Genernl Flizhugh Leée and Gen-
ernl James H. Wiison, who endured no
equul military service, but asught and
obtelned the honors and emoluments of
alwvHl life from the close of the Civil
War untll the outbreak of our eomflict
with Bpaln. Thess veteran Colonele de.
serve coneideration, for they have stood
up gallantly In battle agninst the chofe-
ent troopr of the Southern Confaderacy:
have faved the awful possibilities of
Indlan warfare agalnst the flercest
smvages of the plaine; have carrisd in-
trenchmenta defended by Spanish regu-
inrs, and have fearlessly encountered
the PFilipine Insurgents. whom the
Epanish could not conquer with steel
but purchased a pemce with golil. Let
thexe 0ld veterans of the Civil War and
all subsequent wars have thelr just re.
wanl,

UNSEAWORTHY CHAFT,.

Naval experiments in time of peace
are conceded to be necessary to: test
the enduring and co-operativé powsrs
of the various types of vessels of war
of which the new Navy is composed.
Recognizing this faet, the Navy De-
pertment, some months ago, concelved
plans whereby a flotllla of torpedo-
boats were to be sent with the North
Altlantiec squadron on lte Winter erulse,
If the mosquito craft is to be effective,
As nn auxillary foree, the command-
era of the torpedocs and crulsers allke
should know It by practical demonsatra-
tion, by which means alone the com-
bined capablilties of the two ciasses of
modern war craft can be shown,

It has, however, been asserted re-
cently that this plan cannot be carried
out, for the substantial renzon that the
unseaworthy condition af the torpedo-
bonts necessary confines them to the

Repre- '
scntative Eddy,. printed in Thuudm"ul

shelterad harbiors of the home ports,
The machinery of these boats Is of the
most expensive kind, and the wear and
tear upon It, even In the ordinary tesin
of speed that are applied as prelimi-
nary to thelr acceptance by the Gov-
ernment, are enormous. Examples aof
this fact are not far to seek, the incl-
dents attending such tests being in evi-
deénce wherever they have been made.
Without baving seen active gervice, it
is sald that the machinery of these
boats has detsriorated so greatly that
many of them cannot bs moved, even
in =till waters, without extensive re.
palrs costing large sums and requir-
Ing a considerable length of time for
their completion.

If this Is true, a grave responsibility
reats somewhere between the Secretary
of the Navy and the comtranctors of
these vessels, I I5 not necessary to be
versed In the dotalls of naval architect-
ure, or of the construction of machin-
ery, to know that a very costly mistakes
has been made by those in authority,
if after the large sums that have been
expended In  bullding torpedo-boats
they are practically uscless when com-
pleted. Naval vessels hugging the
const In time of war, more liable to
suffer dleaster from the working of
thelr own machinery than from an
ensmy's guns, are & reproach elther to
the practical inteillgence of the men
who composie the Buresu of Naval Con.
struction or to the capabllity of bulld-
ers.  If the torpedo-bost idea Im at

“hailf devil and half child"™ is strikingly
paralleled lo the attitude toward the

badly as they hated Spaln, utterly ob-
livious to the fact of the Intervention,
at the cost of many lives and miillons
of dollars, of our Government, whereby
they were rescued from the barbarie
rule of Spain. Porto Ricans are, by
comparison, behaving ke men, ready
to accept guldance where they are In-
capable of leading. All that our Gov-
yrnment asks of these people in return
Jor the large favors shown is that they
prove their ability to establish and
maintain a stable authority over the
lsland that will insure protection to life
and property, In case théy are not
equal to this task, the Cuban questlon
s likely to become Indeed a formidable
one.

Mlchigan elevated Pingree, but noth-
Ing becomes her llke hls retirement
The state has had no higher tribute
than this unsolicited festimoglal from
Its whilom Governor:

1 am satisfied that I would bave had tha

prlse and support of our “best cltlpens' und
our “'best society*”’ and of the p of the
state generally, If 1 bad upheld those whe
have for yesrs attompled to control leginls-
tion In thelr own Interests, to the end thal
they might be relleved from sharing equally
with the poor and lawly the burden of taza-
tion, 1 would bhave been proncunced a good
fallow and a great statesman.
That is to say, Pingree as a player to
the “poor and lowly" and a crusader
against property, has been an arrant
demagogus, and the poople have at
lenigth discoversd him at his true value.
Pennoyer and Walte have drunk of the
same cup,

A nameless vessel, floating bettom
upward on a stormy sem, ls an object
to make mariners ghuddeér. The sport
and prey of the winds and waves, thers
is at once pathos and menace in its
almless drifting. Known to the carri-
ere of commerce s a “dereilct’ it I8
the one uncharted danger to naviga-
tion In the vast expanse of ocean high-
way. Two of these hulks, wrecked but
still afloat, and with no sign of lifs on
board, have Iately been mighted off the
Oregon Coast, and shuddering specula.
tion Is busy In the attempt to locate
and give them names. It ecan only bs
hoped that these uncanny wanderers
wlill be sunken or stranded by the pow-
ers of water and alr before they bring
disaster to some passing ship,

Portland will, In n few days, have n
cireulating free lbrary, as the outcoms
of many months of careful, systematie

public-spirited citlzens, bolh men and
women. It is proper to congratulate
these workers upon the success of thelr
endenvoy, And (o express the hope that
the lbrary will meet with a warm re-
ception and such generous support from
the people as will Justify the self-sacri-
ficing effort that has bedn mads in iis
behalf. The |dea underlylng the free
circulating ilbrary is one that has met
the test of usefulness wnd approbation
in every considerable glty of the Iand.
Its demonstration In this ciiy can
hardly fall to be at once helpful and
gratifying.

The notion that Kruger is “looked at
askance In Germany and Austila be-
cause he ia the Presldent of a repub-
lic™ is absurd. He was not they Presl-
dent of a republic at all in the modern
gense In which the United Btates Is a
republic, He was President of & villain.
ous, corrupt oligarchy, which, was a
republic only In the sense that medieval
Venice, with its corrupt "“Council of
Ten,” an absolule tyranny, wns a re-
public.  Kruger will make a fool's jour-
ney to visit Presldent McKinley, who
can only tell bim what he told his en-
vors last year, that the fute of the
Transvaal s none of his publle busl-
ness,

Pingrea |ls against couris. Neverthe-
less, however much he may bes a man
of the common people, It cost the Legls.
inture 340,000 to keep him four years.
Does he motk the common people, or
is he Pingree?

W

Beveral newspapers of Oregon which
are edited by postmasters are very hit-
ter In their opposition to Mr, Corbett.
These pustmasters owe thelr officlal
places to Mr. McBride

A Michigan man was at Poriland the
other day, and had 3100,000 to invest In

a lumber plant Did our cltizens see
him, or were they not interested?

The example of Mrs, Carrle Nation,
of Kansas, shows that & woman can
throw sirnight when there la anything
costly to demollzh,

Kruger Is coming to the Unlited
Stntes, He wants to learn the differ-
ence between an oligarchy and a re-
publle.

The powers have more trouble in algn-
ing that joint note than in agreeing
to It

AMERICAN EXPORT VIA CANADA,

Domintian Facilities Helping to Give
Shippers Chenp Freights.
Philadeiphia Public Ledger.

That the Carmegie Company Is shipping
great gquantitles of American steel o
Great Britain is geoernlly known, but it
is not ao well known that part of thls
shipment ta made through Canadian wat-
era. The Montreal Herald halls the latter
enterprise as probably the most interest.
Ing development of the year in the trans.
portailon buminess Four cargons of steel
bars from tha

effort on the part of a~number of her
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buflding plants on the
been glven contracts for all
nage they can posaibly undertake.
erml of these new ships llding
‘American Ship ng

o of Enstern capitnlisty will cost
in the neighborhood of 500,00 each. They
will be a composite typd, bullt with regard
for lake, canal and otean requirements,
Monireal business men will walch the de-
velopment of thin new shipplng -venture
with the lvelleat Interest.”

It s probable that the shipments In
Canada are 4f &n exporimental aharacter,
and that abnormal conditions Iln the-for-
sign carrying trade are responsible for
ft. It the SL Lawrence route Was 80
feasible from the commereinl viewpoint,
1§ s singular that it was oot taken mote
general advantage of long pgo. Of course
the shipment of American steel to Eng-
land Is a novelty; but we have for years
bteen exporting other producta directiy
from Atiantle ports, Thare Is significance,
however, In the fact that the Canadlan
route is now a competitor with the Amer-
fesn routes, and ¢ trads his natural
laws under which buyers deal with those
offerifig the best bargains.
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ANOTHER THADITION ASSATVLTED,

The Serpent's High Place in Faney
Put in Jeopardy.
Kansas City Star.

It i» cheering to reflect that the much
beloved patron saint of the children, San-
ta Claus, will be safe from the sttacks
of the Gradgrinds for another year, The
bright and jovgus Christmas of 1500—-the
last of the nineteenth eentury—has come
and gone without & material abatement
of the happy convietion In juvenils minds
and hearts that the amiable little bene-
factor with the frosty halr and beard and
rosy face, with hia sledge and reindests,
Is = rea! personage who akips blithely
over the snowy roofs of the houses and
darts down the chimneys with his burden
of giad gifis,

Let all the world be grateful and offer
up thenksgiving for the preservation
through another 10 years of this genial
Uttle minister of cheer and generosity,
and for the hope that when the year 200
comes to Its clope Santa Claun will be
presgnt to ald In the celebration of the
event,

But the lcondsolast—that relentless ma-
teriallst who goes roaming up and down
the world, casting down idols, overthrow-
Ing cherished bellefs and plucking up the-
ories which have taken deep root In the
soll of human affection—this snemy of
fiction and pleasant fancy s not ldle. His
fallure to dethrone 8anta Cluus has not
weakened his fell purpose to pursue his
work of devastation In other directions,
He will rejoice. with an unholy exuita-
tion, to learn that a professor in the Uni.
versity of Chlcago—Edmund J. James—
his, after ¥ years of “patient search and
vigil long.™ been able to find only ons
well-authonticated inptance of death from
enake hite.

There will be other localitien bemide the
prohibition State of Kansas—where snake
bites have sorved as an argument for -
cense—to which this statement will carry
a shudder and a plckening suspleton that
there I nothing left in this world which
may not be removed, even fo the solld
mountalne Fancr the constefnation
which the alleged discovery of the Chle
eage professor will earry Into the sane-
tums of rural newspaper ofMces where
snake llternture Is one of the essentials
of the trade! What will become of that
familiar figure, the rustic dame., who an-
nually recelves her dexth wound from
ratilera and copperheada sscroted under
huckleberry buahes? Where will the ro-
mance come In In pleking up chips and
corncobs If no deadly serpent. lurks be-
nenth them? Leaving the country dls-
trict and coming to the clty. who Is to
take the place of the hucksters who are
stricken to death by the raltiesnakes
which revenl a penchant for ledging In
hasketz of potatoes and other farm pro-
duce?

It !'s written In a very old book that the
serpent was more subtle than all of the
other beasts of the fleld, and his avil ma-
chinatinns have filled great volumes and
columns upen columns of newepaper
soace. Is all of the Seriptural testimony
abaut the flery serpents In the wilderneas
and the perennial item about the annual
destruction In Indin of 30,000 hapless na-
tives by the bites of polscnous snnkes, to
be brushed aslde and refuled by an up-
wtart profespor ln an Inntitution of learn.
Ing—so-called—which |» ¥et rank with the
smell of new paint and varnlsh? Parish
the thought. Let soclety, on the eve of
the naw century, record a vow (o stand
for its cherlahed traditionn, as well as for
Its altars and itz Nres. and, more than
nll, for the mnaks storiea which, since
Adam and Eve and Eden, have never lost
thelr power to fascinate the fancy of
youth and enlist the credulily of age.

e et

Beginning and End,
New York Sun.
It In n year and over since The Sun
printed an exhaustive discussion as to the
moment when In the great relay race of

time the 10th century stopped and the
Mth century took up the running. Soms.
A very few, it will ba remembered,
thought that the 19th century closed with
the first day of 180}, not with the last.
These must now bow to the fact that the
chitrches of Christendom, the world over,
will keep midnight of tonight oy the 4i-
viling llne, It will be well to glve hers
the two formal tecognitions of this chro-
nology miver by the head of the church
posressed of the strongest clalm to
continuous exiatence since the begin-
ning of the Christian e, the Pape. For
Decamber 1 of 1588 the Vatican published
theme Instructions;

It In mmst beooming that we who are abogt
to eslebrate the commencement of the holy
yeur, haopily procinimed by our holy father,
Lao XIII, should. In the depth of night. rise
1o crest the Author of time and prostrate be-
fors Hin altzre.

Ffincs, ut midnight of the last day of the
coming ysar the pressnt ceptury will come to
an and and a new one begin, It I8 very appro-
priste thai thanks be given to God, by some
plous and solemn cersmony, for the henefits
recelved during the courss of the present cen-
tury.

sued last Novsmber. directs itx calabra-
tion:

Ta the King of the agss. OChrist Jesus, it
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Ponce and Adjuntas. “The com-
monest cause of death™ says Becretary
Hitcheock, “appears (o be ansemis,
brought ofi by poor nutrition and unsan-
itary surroundings.” This atatement Is
corroborated with ra startling
in a report by rgeon Will-
lams, one of the asalstants under the re-
cent military regime, in which he says
thut the most harrowing stories from
Porto Hico have understated rather than
exaggerated the truth. He tells of la-
boring families, Industrious peopls, who
were In a state of starvatlon even dur-
ing the Ilssue of rellef supplies. and who
are now in a pitisble pight. He con-
tinues:

At Adjuntas ths conditions ares appaliing.
Men, women and chilfren, swollen, bloated,

d, and d.  with And
h d 1 u, of welghted with the
sgrrows of ywArs, Lhe remembrance of which
throwa Its shadow over me bvan now,

Such a state of wffairs calls for Investi-
gation. Why should an entire commu-
nity be In such a desperate condition at
this late Sute? The effects of the hurri-
cans disaster were largely tded over by
Ubsral contributions from the United
States. The island s fertile and the cli- |
mate favoreble to the rapid growing of
crope. The burdens of taxation were nev-
er s0 Ught as they have been alnee the
passage of the Porto Rican: revenus act
inst April. Any community In the United
Btates, with anything like sueh favorable
conditions, would be on Its feet aguin
by this time What are the speclal comn-
ditlons Lhat cause Lhis extreme misery In
a Porto Rican town?

The BSecretary of the Interior reports
that “agricaiture In Porto Rico s In =
backward cendition, due to the lgnorance
of the common people regarding the sub-

EE

roads a8 a cause of destitutiom.
these things explain thea suffering of the
people at Adjuntas? Whatsver the causes
may be, thay should be dscoversd and
removed. Porto Rioo now has s own
clv!l government, and these matters are
in its own hands, but the Government at
Washington cannot look upon such dis-
tress with indifference.
e — e ——

A Joke on Protectlon.

Kansay City Star.

The advantages of fres trade betwoen
the countries of Europe are recognised
by M. Paul Leroy-Beaulleu, the econo-
mist, in o call for an “economic alllance,'
on the Contlnent. A humorous phase of
the situatlon ls that the remson for his
appeal |8 the pressure of American com-
petition by Indusirles which sifll clamor
for government and protection. Mr. Le-
roy-Beaulleu argues that to meet this
competition the nations of Europe must
lay aside every Impediment to trade. The
Interstule taxea he regards as the most
serious of these.

While European nations are apprehen-
alve of the deavelopment of Amerioan
commerce, even (n the face of thelr
tariff discriminutians aguinst (&, manu-
fecturers In Ameriea still ory out about
thels Inablilty to compete with the “pau.
per jabor'’ of Europe If thelr sense of
humor is at all acute, they munt smile at
the absurdity of the situation. Ou ene
®de of the Atlantiec the natlons of Hu-

the powers to enter into as lndustrial al-
liance aguingt the growing ton
of the United States. On the other alde,
these muth-feared Industries refer to)
themselves plaintively as “infant' strug.
gling concerns. On this basis they appeal
to the public purse for ald The peopie
then pass laws pelling th ives to
pay higher prices for producits untll &
concern like the Carnsgle Bieal Company,
with a capital stock of 5000000, can
make H1LOMOW profit ln & year Thia
thing would be amusing lo the general
publie If the cost of the joke weore not so
ETent.

The proposals of M. Leroy-Beaullau will
probably come to nothing for the prasent.
Jenlousies between the powers are topo
strong and the strength of favored classes
is ton great. Nevertheless he han served
the good purpose of again calling the at-
tention of Americans to the obsolete sys-
tem of taxation under whleh thay lve.
Of course, no tariff Jegislation wili be at-
tempted during the present short session
of Congreas. At the next session, how-
over, publie opinlon will hava the oppor-
tunity to make itaalf felt so that sven
the Republican Benate and Houmwe will see
the necessity of gremt reductiona in the
present schedules

- — - - —
Oldoat Yaoht Btill in Serviee.
London Express,

The Royn! George, Quasn Victorin's flrst
yacht, Is stfll In the land, or the wea, of
the living. She lles al Portsmouth, a de-
pot ship for the crews of royal yachis
when they are under repalr or refitting
Bhe I the oldest yacht In the world. The
last state occaslon on which she was
uged was in Augunst, 182 when Her Mul-
esty made her first vislt to Beotland, ae-
companied by the Prinee Consort. The
Queen wHs so much !mpressed by the
performances of a steamer which passed
the royal wacht that she left the yacht
and came back in the steamer. Twealve
monthe later Her Malesty had a steam
yacht of her own, the origlnal Victorie

and Albert. It was on this vessel thax
tha Queen made her first visit to Ireland
in August, 15,

—

A Meadow,
Gascolgne Mackie |n (he Spectator,
There I & meadow in the Weat,
Green, open 1o the sin and alr;
A thrill of joy. & throbbing breast,
I could not cross it bul in prayer,

It gitttered like & Beecs of gold,

And overy blossom erowned with light

And Jeaning from thair l=afy nock
Momn-datsien. In the orimaon giow,

Would gnse upon the gliding break
And watch the star of love below.

thronging through the twilight alr,
The doad, the llving, e 'en as pae,

To escaps paying renl, A& Chicagn man

tining. while undoubtedly sew, bas sowe
slight drawbacks

Bryan ls speaking of clubs In sonnec.
tlon with his paper. If 1t gots its full
share of McKinley prosperity, he will
soon be able to make It stand for a few
dlamonds,

—_—

There is nothing so incredible about the
matsmont that a man found & 50 pearl
In any oyster served in & Chicago restau-
rant stow. The remsrkable thing s thag
Be found the oyster.

The Atlanta Constitution is new print-
ing Frank L. Stanton's poetry o a
double-column frame. This will gatn Me,
Stanton no more readers, however, Be-
cause he already has as many as there
are readers of the Constitution.

There I In Paris a hotel which has 4000
empliyes. The smallent kotile in  Ita
kitchen will hold 100 quarts, and the larg-
est B8 Each of the 8 romsting-pans i
big enough for 3 cutlets. Every dish
for baking potatoes will hold 25 pounds,
When omelets are on the bill of fare, T80
egEh wre used at once. For cooking alons,
80 cooks and I suslytants are alwavs at
the ranges.

In a recent address to the students at-
tending his of gyneeology, Profes-
sor Friedrich Bchanta, of Vienna, ex-
presasd the opinion that Isw and other
professions should be thrown open to
womaen, Mecause at present too many of
them erowd Into medicine, for which few
&re fitted. Of every 10 female medical
students, he sald, only B becama phywi-
clans, the others belng Incapacitated by
thd horrors of the dissecting-room and
other impediments.

Mr. Rockefelior's latest gift to Chicago
University makes a total of about 35500,
000 which ke has given to that fortumate
Institutiom, which he founded In 1k
This makes an average of nearly 1,000,000
& yeir for each year of the decade Nor
have his gifta been confined to that uni-
varsity, A year ago he gave Brown Unl-
veralty §50,000. and he has added large
sums to the endowmaent funds of Newlon
Theological Institotion, Wellesley and
other coileges. In addition, he has bsen
generous in his gifts to church, charitabls
and missiopary enterprises. If all his
‘bansfections during the past three years

they would exceed FI5 009,000,

Wo would respentfully notify the
authors of that perenalal poem entitled
"Heautifu! Snow,”" that thelr manuseripts
are avallable, If available at all, ounly
when the feathery flakes new aifted from
the clouds are mantllng the bosom of
earth. In Oregon where the snow that
begine In the gloaming meets up with
the warm-breathed chinook during the
still waiches of the night, 'und In visikie
only In the form of siush when the sus
in all his state {llumes the eastern akles,
the poet who Is golng to land on the

| publie must employ o muse that b lkayed

up to & 10 fat galt. Inspiration that re-
quires from 24 to 4 hours to transmit
itself to undying verse stands no show
with the snow ws have In this country,
for while It i» writhing in the throes of
divine aMatus the anow folds ita tent like
an Arab, and aiflently snephs away.
Therefore, gentiemen and ladier (chlefty
the jatter), If you would see the pretiy
children of your famcy eclothed In the
bright ralment of print, smoke up, and
Ist the work of your genius be right out

of the oven.
—_———

London Mall Coaches Fear Hold-Upa,
Doubitiess for r of my and
expedition the PostofMce has Its parcels
between London and Brighton conveyed
by mail coach, says a London correspon-
dent. By virtue of an old act, which has
never been repealed, this conch (x chliged
to carry an arms basket, containing &
couple of pistols and an old cutinss, High-
wiy robbery of the Dick Turpin type s
practoally unkaown now in this coun-
try, but It would satisfy the publle curi-
osity very much If one could be definite-
Iy informsed whether the antique weapong
carrisd by the Brighton coach are meant
o serve as a mentimental link with the
past, or to De used a8 A means of de=
fense In case of attack.
—————

The Boy Whe Lives Next Door,
8 E. Kiser in Chicago Times-Herald,
The hoy whe lives next door
Has freckles an hWis fase;
Fils sary are red and hang
Awny oul into spacs,
And when I bear & Sog -yl
And see it flee In teeror, 1
Can quickiy Fuess the caume—
“Tis merely tha: ene more
Poor little vietim Kkmows
A boy resides next door!

He runs sevoes the lawn

Tyve porsed with jealous cars,
And, in the Bommer time,

Knocks down the fowers thore!
If peema to give him pure delight
To yeli around with all his might,

Ard avery week or so
A pebble fnils s way
Agninet u light of xlase
Yor which I bave (o puyl

Has has no teeth im front
His hands are craczkked and brown,
Twice he has pearly burned
Our Semmer kitchen downl
Ha calln to people. “"Hey! Watch opt™
And when they jump he whoops aboul—
I ased to think if God
Weoahl take Mm from below
Up to the sy 1I'd try
To benvely bear the blow!

The Hitle child whose love
In all 15 ma, one Aay

were summed up. & In calcuinted that
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