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tentlon to it as an interesting phase of
raliroading in the twentieth century.

Aguid Quay seems asx good as elect-
ed. Men of such tireless political en-
ergy and resources as Quay are not
likely to be besten when they lack but
one vote: It is wvery clear that Quay
bas & good many biiter enemies In his
ewn party, or there would not be 63
antl-Quay Republicans in the Legisla-
ture pledged to vote aguinst him to the
last, and jyet Quay's friends were
strong enough to deadlock the Leg-
Ihlamre & Year ago, and to re-elect &

Legisiature with a clear Quay majority

in it. Under these circumstances Quay

can hardly fail of suoccesa. It is not
evident at this distance why M. 8. Quay
| should be =0 strong with his party in
Pennsylvania, or why he was 8o strong
with both parties in the United States
Senate that he came near being ad-
mitted to the Sedale In face of ths
strongest precedent against his admis-
slon. Quay = the jumplng frog of
Pennsylvania polities, whose strong
polnts are not evident to superficial
scrutiny st this distance. Nevertheless
he has thus far demonstrated his abll-
ity to outleap any other political frog
that has been matched against him In
Pennaylvania. Quay is generally rated
to be, llke Platt, of New York, a pro-
fessional polltical "boss” 8 distinction
from a genwloe popular political leader
in the sense that men like Bilaloe or
Conkling were political lesdern. He
does not stand for political leadership
in public debate, in framing legislation,
or in valuable work on Important com-
miticees. He seems to be merely an able
engineer of machine politios, and yet as
machine paollticlans” he and Platt to-
gether were no match for Mark Hanna
in 1888 Pennsyivanla seems to want
Quay for United Btates Semator, but
why Pennsylvania should want such a
man for Senator is as Inexplicabls as
the marrlage of & respectable white
womnn te & painted Indlan or a Congo
negro. There s no accounting for

TOUAT'S WEATHER—Raln; brisk to h
Bqually ssutherly winda -
p ——
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The men of Australin are singularly
obtuse, Do they not know that all men
are by pature free and independent?
Why, then, do they ring bells and in-
dulge joy at federation aa a part, of
the British Empire? It matters not,
of course, how free they are In per-
sonal liberty, for, as Mr. Horace White
fays, seif-government is better than
Food government, and unleas Australin
has political Independence, her lot Is of
all things the most miserable. Tt ought
to be notleed, moreover, that the men
of England are substantially as witless
us the Avstrallans, When England ex-
panded and took In Scotland and Tre-
land, thess were contiguous or practl-

eally econtiguous sequisitions, But
Australla Is several thousand miles
away—ioo far o become a part of the
British Emplire The Bushmen will
only Imperil British soctety. If they

become citizens, they will destroy the
British form of government, and If they
besome subjects, constitotional 1iberty
will die In Epgland. The fact Is that
what 1= wanted In government, as In

other things, 1= not finc-spun theorics,
e

but res

Under George the Ameri.
enn oolonl were misgoverned, and
they rebelled. Under Viciorin the Aus-
trallan colonles are well governed, and
they are happy. The Immoartal Decla-
ration was In emsence a bill of particu-
lars Justifylng revolt, and the inade-

=

quary of lts French generallzations s
transparent. All men are not created
equal, end the colonles were and of

right ought to he fres and independent
notl because politlcal sepuration in the
Inaliennble right of every section of
bumanity, but becanse of the abumses
enumerated againet King and Partia-
moent.

Australla and the Philipplnes msay
both teach us that one Important basis
of antl-imperialisam s Inziness. It ia
0 much casier to generalize than to
find out facts. What sgrt of govern-
ment ls best for Australla—independ.
ence or unlon with the Emplre™ TYou
can elther study the needs of the colo.
nles or #lse yuu can seltle the whole
thing out of hand by slmply saying
that every people ought to be free
and Independent. What sort of taxa-
tion system Is best for the Philipplnes?
Well, you can send men llke Taft and
Warcester thers, study thelr customs,
needs and ability to pay, and adopt a
method subject to revision, Or, you
can slmply say that the Constitution
follows the flug, that what s good for
us I» none too good for the Fllipinos,
and graft the Dingley and war taxes
and the Internal revenus upon them,
roegardless of consequences, but with in-
plgnlficant =train upon the mental fac-
ultles, If It i made to appear that
the taxes we pay in this country are
mot suited to tke needs and paving abll-
fites of the Fillpinos, nothing is easler
than to dismiss what may prove a la-
borfous undertaking in economics with
& wave of the hand mnd the remark
that the tax adjusters are enemiecs of
constitutional liberty, oppressors in
heart and deglrous of estublishing an
embire. Zest Is added to the opera-
tion If you are known to be of the
oplnion that the Thalted States in the
worst Natlon on earth, anvhow, and the
more ity sovercignty i3 spread the
worse for nli concerned.

It Is roassuring to have Presldent
FIl deny this intest explanation of the
tranecontl tnl Lour of blg runs, for if

Be admitted lts truth our unvarying
rule to refect all such utternnces would
be imperiled and the sltustion myst)-
Bed. As it ts the railecad expert thinks
of every possible scheme the capital-
tstic agsreEation might have tn mind,
writes It up as the ramored pro-
gramms, and awaits the result The
sequel, which we are growing to look

for and to love a= an old friend, 1s an
official and positive denial of each ac-
count, One thought the impending

tour might be for promoting the graw-
Ing harmony between rallrond owner-
shipe anoibher guessed i was for es-
tablighing closer traffic relations, an-
other said It must be to get an idea
of the territory so that disastrous rate
competition might hereafter be avolded
through better understanding. It In &
pleasure to have Mr. HUl's word foe it
that none of these things nor mny other
that might be anticipated will be done,
The inspection tour, therefors, will in
time taks s place salong with other
Interesting developments of our rall-
yoad annals, rach of which In Its turn
Bas been officlally and sweeplngly hoot-
e 2t by those In the best position to
Enow all about 1. We do not camplaln
of thiz famlllsr phenomenon It s
Beld sustifiable by rallread men as nec-
essary to prevent miscarriage of un-

tastes in politice. The peopie of Mon-
tana seemingly want Clark for Sens-
tor, despite the fact that he waa proved
to have bought his first election with
money, just as a drover buys cattie on
the hoof. And the peopls of Pennsyl-
vania evidently want M. 8 Quay. Por-
haps it |= gratultous for the rest of us
to object.

Talk of further soquisitions by the
United States In the Carlbbean Sen has
been Induiged eo often to no purpose
that this Jamalca purchasse story will
be chiefly productive of a sense of
woariness,. If It were ceriain that
Great Britain will agree to the amend-
ed Hay-Pauncefote treaty, then her
willlngness to sell Jamalca would be a
matter of course, for Ita only value lles
| In its strategic significance, British
| diplomacy and British stubbornness
have proved allke unable to subdue the
proud spirit of Jamalea's mountaln reb-
els, those Montenegrins, of the New
World, and the civilized portions of the
lgland are laboring under most griev-
ous disadvantages lo thelr fight with
the other West Indles for markets. The
natural destiny of all thess islands, as
they pass under the peaceful rule of
economic development, I a close rela-
tion of some sort with the United
States, and Jamalea ls obviously gravi-
tating In that direction, Great Britain
has hung on to Jamalea through =ll
her West Indlan wars, and she Is abun-
dantly justifisd from political consid-
erations, as the lsiand ls strategleally
of the highest Imporiases. It controls
the approach to the Gulf of Mexico,
| both by the natufl route between Eu.
| rope and the lsthmus and by the Wind-

warid passage. In some respects Iis
| military position Is superlor to Cuba's,

and in all respects nearly equal. The
dzy has never been when Great Brit-
aln could afford to part with Jamaica,

o long Bs Spaln was a Central Amer-

lean power, and so long an she cher-
lshed the hope of sharing In contral of

the Isthmus and lts lpevitable canal

To suppose that she s now ready to
| sell the Island Is to credit her with
willingness (o abandon all designs on
| the isthmus and with expeotation thet
| #he will never agaln be at war with
| the United States.

ORIGINAL EDITORIALS BY HODSON.

The S8snatorial campalgn has hitherio
progressed In a dignified and amicable
way. Bo many annoying, not to say
disgraceful, things have been done In
the fights of past years that the good
record made has been gratifymg to all
obiservers, and newspaper commenda-
tion of the course of both the leading
avowed candidates, ex-Senator Corbett
and Senator McBride, has beqn very
general, It Is disconcerting, therefors,
to find that In Senator MeBride's ab-
sence, and possibly without his ap-

groval, & notable departure from the
rule heretofore observed has been
made, ostensibly In his Interest. The

undertaking referred to invoives the
Eugene Register, which has been prid-
ing itself on Its Independence, and Mr,
C. W. Hodson, a printer of Portland,
whose activity ngainst the Republican
ticket last June was expiained by a
desire tn rebuke favoritism in the
|L‘r.uni)‘ Clerk's office here. Unless the
! evidence s very decellful, the Reglster,
irfstead of beéing Independent, belongs
to a disereditable consplracy, In which
| Alr, Hodron In 8 prime mover. Hez Is
o letter Mr. Hodson has been sending
ous:
THE IRWIN.-HODSON COMPANY.
PORTLAND, Or., Deg, —, 100,
Gentlsman: Al the request of our msttual
friced. Seviator McHride, and Mr. J. Luoas, of
| The Delles, T hand you herewitd a coupls of
editorial sguite and an estrael from the Eu-
gene llagieter. which we would llke to hava
appear in The next aage of yogr papes. Mors
=l this mattler will be sent you from time o
Uma, with the hops that It will be uked for
the beocfit of the Benator. e has & hard fight
ey kis Bands, and counta on every onm of hls
friends to stand by him. The neaxt time one
of you ta in the city 1 trust you will call and
wee ma, ns | have some special Informatlos to
tmpart o you I was one of the last things
the Bematow zald 1o me defore he went weway.
Kindly send me two marked coples of the
pmper contalning Lhese IMems, togeiher with
anything esise nlomyg this lins which you select
| and publiah. Very respecifully
C.W. HODSOXN,
| Mr. Lucas, 1t la presumable, is the
Innd office official st The Dalles, a
McBride appelgtee. The inference Is a
| fair one. though we should be gilad to
have the Reglster contradiot it, that
the Bugene Reginter's article, ostensi-
Ihi_v written from an independent and
public-spirited standpoinl, was fur-
nished it by friends of Senator Mo
| Bride for the express purpose of sarv-
| lng as the basls of sundry other articles
in “indeprodent” newspapers through-
out the state. The editor of the Reg.
ister le a comparatively néw arrival
fram Caltfornia, and If the editorial In
| question, invalving, by the way, con-
#iderable Information as to Oregon po-
Htical history, was merely his own cas-
ual impressions of the Senntorial situa-
tion. the fact should be set out posi-

matured plans. We merely call at- | tively without delsy. So far as we afe

| henrt,

. 3
advised, It Is not customary In Opégon
for mewspapers to take mattery fur-
nished by candidates and ran ‘t in
thelr editorial columns as thelf own
impartinl opinions, to serve subse-
quently for use In other papers.

Mr. Hodson's letter speaks ofl & [eol-
ple of editorial squibs™ he was to In-
close, He inclosed them. JHere they
are: .

“(Fieet squibh) ]

“It may be dmrd for & rich man to gel o
heaven, bDut not to the Hunale WE the United
Staten. It would not seeem possilie that enough

b of the Legltlatures ould be ifnflu-
enced to support & man whese scle gualifica-
tion s bis wealth, but 1t s evident that Mr,
Corbett does not mean to dose by not trying.
He probably fgures that monsy is worth what

it will buy. I
*(Secomd sguib.)

“The Ji betwesn M and Oce-
gon la that in the fi r wtats richoe In the
utlversally recognizad Gualification for the
Senatorship, whils In Oregon only s few of
the members of the Lagfulsturs csn be Brought”
to Jook at It In that way,”

Perhaps Mr, HoMson does not know
that there I8 no jJaw In Oregon making
the aecquisition of wealth by honest In-
dustry & crime, nor I8 there any stand-
ard here that makes poverty and fall-
ure an indispensable qualification for
United States Senntor. It s easy to
rafl at & max for belng rich, and thers
are political partles that make much
of that sort of thing: but if sil thers
is to say against Mr. Corbett is that
he has made money and saved a good
deal of It, Ahe argument should not be
expected to carry great weight In the
columna of Republican newspapers.

If the Eugene Reégisier asserts {ts en-
tire ignorance of the plan in which Its
lttle part was played, we shall be glad
to exonerate it, and if Senator McBride
wishes to disown It, we shall be glad
to give him space to do so. Mean-
while, it is a eatisfaction to know that
up to the hour of golng to press no
Oregon paper we have seen has ven-
tured to make use of Mr. Hodson's “eds
ftorial squibs,"” Most of them, we are
confident, feel able to write thelr own,

A GIFTED QUACHK.

The late Ignatius Donnelly, of Minne-
sote, was & gifted quack In both poli-
tica and lterature. He rose to political
fame as a brilllant campaign orator
during the Clvil War, and was sent to
Congress as a Republlean some 38
yours ago. He finslly wore out his wel-
comie with his constituents, and, fall-
Ing of re-election in 1888, bacame a kind
of political “free lance," everything by
turns and nothing long, until he finally
became anchored to Popullsm and flat
money, He was & man of a good deal
of outdoor endurante in his eloguence;
a muan of rgbust physlgue and sensa.
tional methods of speech; not unlike
Bryan, save that Bryan has more tact
and discretiony and far more control
over his temper. In the matter of nat-
ural brailne and acquired intelligence,
Donnelly was entirely superior to
Bryan, and his lifelong demagogy was
therefore more Inexcusable, As
writer, Donnelly was a gifted quack
with far more capacity for literary ex-
pression than for thought. His “'Cae-
sar's Column,” published long before
Bryan ocrme to the surface, reads so
much I'ie Bryan's speecheés In spots
that the resemblance lnspires the sus-
picion that Bryan had fed on this elo-
quent fustian of Donnelly when he
shouid have been reading law, political
economy and the history of finance, At
all events, Donnslly's “Caesar'a Cr;i-|
umn” is a nest full of wind ¢ggs upon
which Bryan appears to have spent &
period of successful Incubaiion, Bryan-
lsm clearly antedated Bryan as any-
body can see who has read Donnelly’s
blatherskite books,

The next essay of Donnelly was to
play quack In lterature by publishing
& book In which he sought lo prove
that Bacon was the author of the plays
that are attributed to Shakespeare, His
argument was that Shakespeare could
not have written the plays because the
piaya reveal great leaming; that Bacon
was the most learned man of his age,
while Shakespeare left the grammar
school of Stratford at 14 years of age.
This book excited no attentlon among
literary scholars, who knew that the
historieal and spiritual svidence that
Bacon wias not Shakespeare ls impreg-
nable, and that nobody but a person
posasessed with the theory that a man
of menids s inexplicable ever enter.
talned any more doubt that Shakes-
peare wrote the plays that bear his
name than be does that Cervantes, who
had been a soldler and a slave before
he took to Hterature, wrote Don Quix-
ote. * Scholars know that while the
plays of Shakespeare display great
knowledge of men and things, they re.
veal thelr author the reverse of a
scholar or learned man, while Baocoan
WAE an exact scholar In the history,
learning, law and letters of his time,
He had traveled abroad, and knew
geography. Shakespears’s learning s
so small that his plays are full of his.
torical and geographical anachronlsms,
He makes Heclor of Troy quote Aris-
totle: makes the *Greek Theseusr talk
the mythology of the Goths; makes a
party take ship from 8iclly to Bohemin;
mnakes Cleopatra propose to play bll- |
linrds, n game unknown to antiguity;
makes the comrades of Coriolanus de-
scribe him as a soldier ufter Cato's own
severasl hundred years before
Catec's daya.

These llustrations might dbe multl-
plisd without difficulty. There Is no
evidence that Shakespears was o mas-
ter of Latin, Greek, Spanish, Itallan or
French, There I8 no evidence In the
plays that Shakespeare had any learn-
ing beyond the knowledge obtalned by
& man who had the eyes, ears, the ob.

servation, the memory, the concen- l
tration, the facultles of apprehens
sion, absorption and aasimiiation

that are comprehended In & man of
poetie genlus, who could put himself In
any time and place. The laudatory
verses of Ben Jonson, scholar, soldler,
man of dign'ty and honor; the testi-
mony of Shakespeare's fellow-players,
prefixed to the first féllo editlon of 1623,
are Ignored by Donnelly, who pretended
to believe that Bacon, & man without
poetle genlue, could have written
“Hamlet,” “Lear,” *Othello™ or “Heary
IV." Baconthad a certain kind of wit,
but such an astonishing figure of comic
genius &S Faistaff was not in him, and
Bacon undertnking to frame such
specches of alry fancy and romantie
imagination as those uttered in “Romeo
and Jullet” would be llke an elephant
attempting to rige in the alr with a
skylark's motlon and song, or 0t
through the night ke s bat. Bacon
conld march with considerable dignity,
but he could npt rise to an eagle's flight
or move with the fleeting grace of a
fewn through the forest. OGrant the
gift of genlus and there ls nothing else
of mystery about Shalkespeare’s work.
This was the obvious answer of schol
ara to D ily's B L theory of
the authorship of Bhakéespeare's playa.

Donnelly was too bright and intelll.

ity

gent & man to be fooled by hi own|

folly, for he knew he would find his
audiences not ambng schoiars, but
among persons who had never read
enough of Bhakespeare or Bacon to be
capable of Intelligent oplnions. He ap-
pealed to the same class of minds that
welcome “Spiritiam™ and *“Christian
Bclence.” He challenged Robert G. In-
gersull to debate the question with him,
but Ingersoll declined, safing that the
guestion had no standing among men
of Intelligent reading and llterary san-
Ingersoll evidently felt as Herbert
Spencer would If he were asked to ar-
gue the question of spirit materiallsa-
tion or “Christian ‘Sclence.” Donnelly
knew that he was sure of his andlence
for his poiftical or lierary gquackery
among those who are described as—
Tha weak ecloctics, groping vague snd dim,
Whose every sngle 1s & half-starved whim;
Biind a» & molagand curious sa s lyn=z.
TWho ride & beetls which they call a *“Sphinx.”™
On the 38th of December occurred the
death of Willlam Smith, who was
Quartermaster on the old Kearsarge,
and who had charge of the plvot gun
on the quarter-deck of that historic
vessel during her encounter with the
Alabama. Smith was consldered one
of the heroes of that encounter, he hav-
ing tralned the gun of which he was
In charge upon the rebel's water line
with disastrous effect. By a slrange
perversity of fate, he died in the Taun-
ton, Masa,, Insane asylum, having out-
Uved all that makes life desirable. The
notice of his death will announce to &
generatlon born and grown to man’s
eatate sinog the naval fight in which he
took & rous part, for the first time,
the fact that he has through all these
years still !_!M—!ndeed. to the wast
majority the fact that he aver Hved. It
ia achlevement with which history has
to do, not the minor Instroments that
brought it about. Hence the perisha-
bility of personal fame. Hence also
the unnoted lives among us of one-
tims herces and the charge of Ingrati-
tude that has been against republies,

The Agricultural Department bulletin
Issued December 217 deals with or pre-
sents figures a0 enormous as almost to
stagger conception. The wheat crop of
the last year of the century, as shown
by this bullelin, aggregated 622200 508
bushels, while the curn estimate on a
conservatlve basls gave 2105102516
bushels as the year's production of
that greaf fopd and forage crop. The
promise of the wheat crop the present
year is very satisfactory. Over 20,000,
W wncres are now secded to Winter
wheat, the condition of this growing
crop December 1 being rated 97. Tak-
ing these figures as a basis of subsist.
ence, man might, In this country, if
nacessary, “live by bread alone,” Hter-
ally speaking. Agricultural production
along other lines, however, keepa pace
with the production of breadstuffs, and
glvea variety to the tables of the rich
and poor allke, leaving a lurge and
vearly Increasing surplus for export.
Great is agriculture, the primary In-
dustry of the race, the basic industry
of civilization, the ever-widenlng voca~-
tlon of the age!

The schizm between Cleveland and
his party may be as real as apparent
He wants longer than four-year terms
for President. But Jefferson thought
four years enough. It was the Demo-
eratle Instinet, which he shared, that
cut down the tenure In the copstitu-
tional convention from Sevén years,
Moceover, Jefterson considered maore
than two terms for any man . menaca
to the Republie, and Cleveland s sus-
pected of being out for a third, If De-
mocracy has a gire and that sire s Jef-
ferson, It will reject with haste Cleve-
land's scheme for abridging the llber-
ties of the people,

January has opened the twentieth
centuryin a strictly seascnable fashlon.
There I8 no indieation of a purposs
to coquette with vegeintion In & way
that will bring tender, over-confiding
buds to grief In February and give us
& Decoratlon day without roses. True,
there Is ample time In the twenty-nine
days =tilk left to him to make good his
title of “Janus-face,” and by unseemly
smiles glve un & late Spring, but the
fact remalns that he has opened the
century quite becomingly.

The formation of & new lfesaving
district to Include the coasts of Alasks,
Whashington and Oregon Is a matter of
vital importance to the rapldly gnining
commercinl intéerests of this wide sec-
tion. Cape Flatlery especially has been
too long without & lifesaving statlon.
Every year has demonstrated anew the
need of such service ns n well-equipped
statlon of this kind at that point can
slone give.

- — = — ]

One can acarcely wender that the
flowing gasoline can finds in the tan-
talizing proximity of a lighted parior
match a temptation to explode, too
strong to be overcome. Such action is
strictly In the course of nature, and
fortunate Indeed are the Individuals
who are the Instruments of this temp-
tation, if they escape the consequences
of their folly with thelr lives.

A Chicago clergyman wani= us to
pardon the Filipinos and begin the cen-
tury with a clean record, But did we
not pardon 1500 bolomen a lttle while
ago? And would we not pardon the
whole archipelago If they would only
give us & chance? Aguinaldo pesds to
make a new century resolution, not we.

Astoria is golng at it In & remarkable
way to get “common point.” It re-
malins to be seen how much the O. R.
& N. prizes a little buelness which has
not been remunerative. The way for
Astoria to make ahead ls to develop
trade and businemss before boycotting
them.

If these Klondike admirers of Bryan
bpd sent hin, instead of a panful of
gold nuggets, a cross of gold, it would
have been more symbolic of a crucified
ambition, and more consistent with the
fitness of things.

Mayor Van Wyck has suppressed
gambling. If be had done It last No-
vember, he would have saved Croker
& lot of eleclion bets.

ﬂ

Beattle Is trylng (o stamp out viep
But where poiltics s the worsl of the
vices the main issue Is doomed to ob-
Uvion.

Now that China is disposed to accept
the terms of the joint note, the way s
open for the powers to make new de-
manda.

What to do with our ex-Presidents ls
a conundrum which they are as unable
to golve ns the rest of us.

—————

Care of the Unfortunate.

i

rich. The accumulation of weklth,
In Individual cases, now reaches Into
billlona. - The pubile resources are
stinted, and there Is no apulogy lor
tress or want anywhere the
ous methods which are proposed
distribution

g
a
aeg

more @ven of material bless.
ings in the most prosperous Nation on
the globe it may be expected that at

]

lenst @ system will be devel
decent and kindly care will besto
upon those who may require it wi
the thought that they are recelving
thing which they are not entitied to.

—_———

CLAIMS AGAINST CUBA.

i

by

¢
i

&

New York Tribune.

The inquiry of certaln countriss come
coming the responsibility of the United
States for clalms sgainst the Island of
Cuba s not unnatural. The answer to it
should, however, be obvious to those who
have familiarized themselves with the
processes by which Spain pellnquished ber
soverelgnty over Cuba 4 matter was
much discusbed by the Prace Comm
ors at Paris two years ago. The Spanish
Commissionors endeavored, with Hueh
peralstency of effort and subtlety of argu-
ment, to saddle upon the United States
full responsibiiity for all pecuniary
claims against Cuba, and especially for
the large “Cuban debl,"™ so-called, which
the Bpanish Government had contracted
for subduing Cuban Insurrections and
other purposes. This was consistenily
and successfully oppossd by the Ameri-
can Commissloners, who explicltly de
clared, In the mnnex to protocol No. 4
on Ogtober 11, 1898: *'In the article pro-
posed It Is mttempted to yoke with the
tranafer of soverelgnty an obligation to
assume an indebiedness arising put of the
relations of Spaln to Tuba. The uncondi.
tional relinguishment of sovereignty by

SOURCE OF WEAKNESS IN TRUSTS

St Paul Floneor Presa
An slement of weakness in the trusts,
which bas been frequently pointed out be-
fore, has bean recently clothed in up-
to-date statistics and brought out afresh
Py the New York Jouwrnal of Commerce

That paper calls attention to the fact
that during the fjve years preceding 1900,
its consolidations were farmed with &n
agETregate capitalization of 52480800000
Of this sum S AUV wur In the
form of common stock, IMS100000 in phe-
forred, and 3800000 in bomds, Only W
of these conmolidations were formed in
the years 1856, 19% and 1857, the othar
18 having been the result of the com-
solidation epidemic of 188 and IES. But
exparience has s0 beiled the prowpec-
toses of the promoters of these wuat
echemes, that faw If any of the common
shares huve recelved or have any pros
pect of recelving a dividend, Practieally

NOTE AND COMMENT.

All that Bryan nesds fs a Harvey to
dlscover the clroulation of his paper.

A Massachusetts court has justified
vitriol throwing. It has not yel passed
on burning at the stake

A Adlscharged employe trisd to wreck
& Chicago subway with dynamite. Buch
underground methods are always danger-
ous.

The next General who achieves distine
ton will confer a fuvor on the great
American paragrapher if hea has s name
that s handy for punaing.

Harry Vandon, the goif player, is think-
ing of becoming mn American citizen. He
will find. If he does, that American goif-
ars will take no more Interest in him.

—

every shure of the 419000 of com-
mon stock 18 valueleas and represents
nothing in the shape of prospects abead
of It or assets behind It, except for the
promolers, underwrilers and membera of
the coustituent companies, who recelved
It as bBonus and were shrewd enough to
dispose of it before the scales fell from
the eyes of the speculatars. In short,
practically all of this comman stock ls
nothing more than capitalized gulfibility
llke that of the Bouth Bean AMAlr or
Law's Missisadppl project.

The substantial assets of these cOm-
cerna with few sxceplions are represenied
In the preferred lsaues and in the bomda
As & Tule these sgecurities repressnisd
the value of the constituent pants or
thelr capitaliged sarning powsr, and
wers, gencrally speaking, turned over
to the owners of these concern# by the

Spaln s to be changed to An enguy
by the United States 1o accept
the soversignty burdensd with a large
mass of outstanding Indebtednean. .
The American Commlissioners, aspeaking
for their Gover , must decline to ac-
cept the burden™

Again, in protocol No, 8, on October 3,
1586, the American Commissioners dee
clared that “they munt reject any articles
that required, the TUnlisxl Btates to as~
sume, sither for Itself or for Cuba, the
po~called Cuban debt.” In the annex to
protocol No, 10, on October 2T, the Amerl-
can Commilssioners again made It unmis-
tokably plain that the United BStates
wonld take pogsesslon of Cuba “‘for lDe
purposs of pucifying it, but not as titular
soveraign,’” Finaily, In the Treaty of
Pence as signed on December 0, there
was no mention of the assumption by the
United States of titular soverelgnly over
Cuba or of responsibility for the Cuban
debt, wo called, or for any cliims agninst
that laland, excepting that the United
States, so long as ita occupation of Cuba
lasted, should “assume and discharge the
ebligntions that may under International
Inw result from the fact of its occupation
for the protection of lfe and property.'
And In the nexi to the last articls it was
repeated that “any obligations nssumed
in this treaty by the United States with
respect to Cuba are Umited to the time
of its scoupancy thereof, but It will upon
the termination of such occupancy advine
any government established in the iaiand
to sesums the same obllgations.™

Tt would be difficult to deduce from
those utterancea and stipulations even
tha slightest Americng responsibility for
claims agninst Cuba based upon grounds
precedent to occupation of that island by
the Tlnited States, Indeed, It is difMeult
to sse how any one can avold the oon.
clusfon that 1> was the iatent of the
treaty maokers and is the purport of the
treaty that all such claims—apart from
those which resi againat Spain—ahall rest
agalust the Island of Cuba and against
the permanent government which is to be
established over It Of that fact nelther
the Island of Cuba mor the world at large
ecan deny that it long ago had complets
and explicit notloe,

—_—————

PRICES OF FARM PFRODUCTS.
HBetter Now Than Formerly, While
Necessaries of Life Cont Leas,

Washinrton correspondsnce Chieags Record,

R. J. Skeiton, o farmer of Bethlehom,
Mo., romplains that he has got particl-
pated In the prosperity of the country
that he reads about In my letters and
wants to know where he shall go to find
it While he has had splendid erops, he
ham got no more money for them than he
Ald several years ngo, while sugar, coffes,
groceries, shoes, clothing.and other neces-
garien of life, he sava, have advanced 'n
price from % to G0 per cent. 3r. Skelton
pavs that his fate is similar to that of all
the farmers he knows of in Illinols, lows,
Kannsas, Colorado and other states,

It s evident that Mr. Skelton haw been
swindled. He has been robbed of what he
#old and on what he bought. He hus pala
extortionate prices for the necessaries of
iife, and has not renlized the advance In
the price of farm products as shown by
the marke: quotations. If he will write
to the Department of Agriculture In
Washington he can obiain a statement
showing that the prices of farm products
have materinlly advanced during the last
four years, snd from the bureau of sta-
Usties he ean get a statement showing
that the average prices of alli the neces-
sarles of Ufe are § per cent lower than
they were in 1980, and less than 2 per cent
higher than they were In 186, while sugar,
sheetingn, drlllings, shirtings, prints, cof-
fe con! and other articles of common
family use are very much lower. The only
advance hae been In lumber, bullding mo-
terinis, implements, house-Turnishing
goods, drugs and chemicals and othe artl-
eclea that people can do without., and this
advance was due to the inabllity of the
manufacturers to  supply the demand
causod by the return of prosperity. The
prices of all thess articles are now drop-
ping back ta whaeres they were flve years
sgo. The following statament complled
by the buremu of statisties of the Troas-
ury Department, shows the average price
of the princlpal farm products In New
York In 185 and 1500:

July 1,

1996, 1880,

Wheat, per bushel, cents,..... e TTm
Corn, per hushel, cents 0.0 %%
Oats, per burhel, cents ........ 1AM AN
Rye, per bushel, cents........ 4098 .0
Potatoss, per bushel, cents.. . . 288 Jom
| Hay, per LON . .ccevvisssian M5 nLm
Butter, per pound, centw... 8 12
Cheese por pound. cents... A0 .20
Exgr, per dogen, cent » ne
Woal, fine, pér pound, centa. RS W0
Wool, medlum, per [b, cente... 1987 M0
Woal, eonrse, per Ib, cents... 1800 2.0

The following are “the general average
prices’ for the necessaries of lifs as com-
plled by the burean of statistics:

1656, "1
FODA ...cviisaiivavavsss 03 S
Clothing ....... . £z M7
Fuel and light.. . 8 1008 80K
ImDIEmMentE .....coiveneness TS TLI . B3
Lumber and buiiding ma-
terinl SRR LA 4 T
Drugs and chemicals...... 519 87 W7
Housofurnisthing goods... ®5 7XE WS
All necessaries of life ... 323 847 &S

*The siatisties for 1300 have not besn
published.

e - e

Husinesas and American Fathers,

Harser's Basar.

There is a clear lrsson in & story told by
the captaln of a police precinct in New
York. One evening & man came to the
station-bouse, asking If any lost children
wers there. Throe were asicep In a back
room. and the man went In to see L his
own was among the number. He wak-
ened a boy between 2 and 3 years old and
nsked of him if he were Johnny Bo-and-8o,
The lttle fellow belng very sieepy and
frightened, eould not be made to Answer,
and the turned away saying he would
have to send hia wife over. “What! do
yaa not knew your own child™ the polles
oMcial asked, “To tell the truth, I don’t,"
the man replled. 7 work on the — line
of strest-cars; the children ain't up when

The coulry Wa bacoming enormouty |

new pany. The ¢ stock usual-
ly went & share for each share of pre-
ferred, as an additional Inducement to

the owners, the balance of the issue be-
ing taken by the pramoters and the un-
derwriters as compensation for thelr perve
fcen. Aw long us the banks would take
these securities, and aa long as the spec-
ulating public had confidence In the pos-
=ibllity of monopoly and In the wondrous
economies (0 be effected by consolidation,
these commion shires could be and were
daposed of to & large extemt by thelr
original owners, and the profits thereof
may atill be jingling in thelr pocikata
But to those who bought them they rep-
resent practically nothing. and are never
likely to become mare valuable usnless
thers should be n recrudescence of the
erase. In that case the loss might be
ahifted though not wiped out,

For nothing can wipa It out except the
realisation of the prophecies of the pro-
moters, and insupersbie cbstacles rock-
rooted In human nature, stand in the way
of that. In the first place, this Bouth Sea
method of doing business has, In the case
of many of the trusts disturbed con-
servative bankers and impalred the eredit
of the ¢oncerne. The saving that waas to
be reaped from more favorable mates of
discount has not materialized. Had the
concerns confined thelr venture in thesa
questionable methods to the mere procem
of organization, it might have besn differ-
ent, but many, If not most of them, show
evidences of making thelr stock-jubbing
operations paramount to thelr oatensible
business of production, and have thereby
repellad the conservative Dbusiness els-
ments

Moreover, as wao pointed out a day or
two ago, in not having expended thelr
energy In secking to bring sbout econom-
feal production and crushing compeil-
tion by underselling, they have Induced
pumercus compeiliors to enter the fleld
elther in hope of selling aut om favor-
abla terms or becuuse they belleve thay
ean maintain competition at fair profila
to themselver, In several Instances these
new competitors have the advantage of
the latest machingry and new procesees
that give therm an initlsl advantage which
the trusts cannot meet without making
expenslve changes In thelr plants. 1In
short, the trusts have been disappolnted
in cruabing out competition, in establizh-
Ing mancpoly prices, and In effecling In
thelr own plants the economics which the
promoters held out a» an alluyrement. In
the case of some trusts [t ix already &
ported that several of the constituent
concerns are ready to withdmaw and will
withdraw at the expiration of thelr agree-
ments. Many of these consolidations have
already gone to the wall and are dis-
solved. Muany others flourish only a»
stock-jobbing schemes for the bemefit of
their directors and heavier stockholders,
and will soon have to faes the alterna-
tive of dlassolution or legitimate business

That there will always be strong con-
polidations there can be no doubt but the
experienca of the iast five years is far
from Indicating that any of them—excopt
the few that have special advaniages,
glther artificial, lke patent rights or
natural, i1ke the control of raw materinl—
cin ever maintain extortionote prices or
even exist for any length of time unless
they give to the public the beneMl of low
prices and content themseives with small
margins on large wsales On grounds
largely theoretical the Ploneer Fresa two
or three yeéars ago suggested that the
dangers and the posstbilities of industrial
monopoly were grossly exaggeraied. Ex.
perionce in demonstrating the scundisas
of that position,

S —————
Pare Sclence and Bread.
‘=rhma Life and Lastters of Huxlsy,' by Leonard
Huxley.

To attemmpt to llve by any sclentific pur-
pult s a farce. Nothing but what Is ab-
solutely practical will go down In Eng-
land, A man of sciemcs may earn great
distinction, but not bread He will get
Invitations to all sorts of dinners xnd
conversations, but not enough Income to
pa~ his cab fare

Owen gnd Forbes are first-rats men—
men who'have becn At work for years, la-
bortoualy totling upward—men whose ahll-
{ties, had they turned them into the many
channels of money-making, must have
made larga fortunes, But the beauty
of nature and the poarsult of truth allured
them Into a nobler life—and this is the
resuit. A man who chooses a His of
sclence chooses not a llfe of poverty, but,
o far as | can see, 8 lfe of nothing, and
the art of living upon nothing at all has
yet 1o be discovered.

The Chief Enginecer's Mistalke.
Philndelphia Record,

A threat from Mark Hanna of an exira
sesslon of Congress If the ship wubsidy
bil! should not be passed belore March 4
next would scarcely shake the resalution
of the Senators whose constituents al-
though Republlean In politics, are un-
alterably oppossd to squandering publle
money upon a few urgent and rapaclous
ocean transportation ocompanles. Does
the chief engineer of the Administration
think that ths Federal SBenate—the greal-
est legisiative body In the world—is a
party camcus, to be swaysd at wiil by
personal Intérests?

RS - NS S
Root Spoke the Trath.
Washington Timea

We congratulate Becretary Root upon
his honest and manly defense of ihe
Army canteen. It takes courage In these
times for a public man to stapd out
openly sgainst the efforts of fanaticlam
and hysteria to demoralize the Army.
When Mr. Root says that “thess mis-
guided people” who are endeavoring to
sectre the establishment of (Miclt whisky-
dives on the outekirta of Army posts “sre
dolng satan's work™ he speaks no more
than the truth

Unebhristian Methods in China.
Intianapolls Press,
In the whols Chiness business, from Lhe
beginning, the Ameriean Government han
been the only one that has stdod out for
anything like Christian treatment of Uhing
and the Chinese. The hateful Ingenuity
and the heartless hoggishnans of ihe
terma of peace finaily agreed on by the
Christlan powers seem 1o [ndicate that
the powers have been Influsnces as little
by American efforts toward lenlency aa by
the swest and merciful spirit of Christisn

A trust went Aown to Desten Tuven,

And grabbad the beans wo rich and brown,

| And now the folks whn live down thers

| By Henrtk DNeen thesly swear

O uil the winde that Webster glenns,

The saddest are these, “We can’t have beans' ™

It s reportad that Kruger has brome
chitls. This is disappointing. After the
style he has been supporting since he
left home he might at ltast have had
Appendlcitia,

Thers was ans Crows in Ormahe,
Fing Billy Magee Magnw
Thers waa oos Crows in Omaba
Whess work was very maw,
Thers was cas (Crowe In Umaha,
And him so Ween detective saw,
But six millkm other Crowes
Havo skipped frogn Omabe

A negro walter In a Now York restage
rant has fallen heir to an Afrfcan throne.
It is fortunate that his voeation In this
country has been sufficiently lucrative to
enable him to purchase a crown.

Hear the soppy, sogxy, swishing of tha aluah,

Blumpy slush;

How 1t clings aroung the linlng of the shirts
that through it brash;

Feal 1t peeping, serping, seeping through the
bottom of your ahoss:

Feel the oy watler cresping ‘round your toes
and quickly steeping
Them In clammy, chlily oose.
While you wade, wade, wads, and the tracks

1hat you have mails,

Fill wp with tee-ooid wetsr t11 e next msn

ls Aemnyed
Al (he — — — e — . glumh,

. —_—

The Judge of the Unlted Btatos Court
In Porte Rico bears the musical name of
Bulzsbacher, and comes from New Mex-
le0, where he learned Spanish and be.
came the friend of Benator Elkine, which
accounts for his appointment. ‘That
Judge Bulzbacher ta a diplomatist and
a man of ready resources a Hitle Incident
in his Judiclal career will prove. Bo-
fore the policy of Congress and the ad-
ministration toward our new posscssions
was developed, Judge Sulibacher prema-
turely decided that the Constitution fal-
iows the Rag This judicial procedent
might have troubled other people, but
It gave him no concern whatever, BDe-
cause the first Ume any one questioned
his declsion he repllsd: “It Is trus that
1 held that the Copstitution follows the
flag, but I did not say with what spesd
| It doen the fAlowing.”

Ampng many admirable ancodotes anent
the distingulshed tenor singer who has
50 recently passed away, the following is
well worthy of record The personal
frivnd who relates it tells how on a cor-
taln occasion the famous tenar was
wtranded at a country Junction waltlg
for a traln. Tt was enld and miserable,
amd the singer was naturally not In the
best of tempurs. Whille chewing the cud
of 41 pointment, an old rallway porter,
who vecognized him from the published
portralts, entered the walting-room

“Good evening, Mr. Bltns Reoves," hae
=alidl.

"Good evening. my man”™ repliad the
vocallst, getting ready the necessary tip.
But the man sought for [nformation
rathes than tipa.

“They tell me you earn & heap of
money,"”” he remarked.

“D . murmured Mr. Resves

“And yet" pursusd the porter. “you
don't work hard Not so hard as-1 de,
for Instance. But [ deasay you earn—
p'raps 10 times what I do—sh™

“What do you earmm™ asked the singer.

“Elghtesn shilling= a week all the year
round.” anid the porter.

Bims Reeves opened hys chest. “Do, e,
mi—do,” he mang, the last note being
a rnging top ome. *“There, my man,
there's your yoar's salary gone.

The umnased raliwpny man gazed wone
daringly at the singer for = full minute;
then, as though his thoughis ware “fap
too deep for words," he stlently resumed
his prosale accupation.

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAFHERS

My, that was & Barrew sseaps for mef™
“What wea™ A arolley oar mn over Jomes,
who fives at No. 804 Maln street, and I Uve at
No. 6. —~Philageipkia Record.

Bllly—Tex, 1 pald §20.000 for this comntry
plase six moaths sgo, sad mow "Il sell
for hall price. “Oood heavens' In that the
effpct you have on a nelghborbood T —Life

Hope.—Clergyman—This Is a2 poor wuy o
spend the Eadwmth my friende Golfer—If ia
sir: but, may be, it will ciear ap preity soon,
0 we can have & game —Puck

Naturally —Dushdway—Here comes Cawher-
iv. He says that you and he were thrown to-
gother quits & good deal Iast Summar. Clever-
om—Yea. We wers both augaged 1o (ha same
g7l —Datroit Free FPress

His Own Fault —Hodd—-Mang it ail! Do you
suppose I'll ever make o good goif player?
Todd (pityingly)—Never, old man. You think
too muwch of your family and your Dusifess.—
Harper's HBusar.

Cxitering to the Publle. —Friend—Why do yeu
dump all that dirt inte your scap kettles® Hoap
Manufacturer—If folks don't fnd the water
divty after wsahin’. they think the scap is no
good. —New Tork Werkly.

“i wish to sees & bonnet,” sald Miss Passes,
aged 40 "'For yoursel!, misa™" inguired the
Freneh milliner. “Yes' “Marie, run dowsn-
stalrs and get me hats for ladies betwesn 18
and 3" Teanet sold.—Ti-Bite

—_— e =

When Fluttering Hopes Have Died.
Bdward Rowland HillL
Not all which we bave been
Do we remaln,
Nor on the 4ial-hearts of men
Do the years mark themssives in wain;
But every cload that in our sky harh passed,
Some glsom or giary hath upen us cmst;
And thers have fallen from us a8 we traveled
Many a burden of xn ancient pain—
Mazy & tangied chord hath been oarmveisd,
MNever 12 hind our foollah beart again
Gid loves hath left us lingweingly and slow,
Av meits away the distant sirsin af low
BSweel musle —waking us from troudled

dreams,
Lulilng to bolier ones—ihat dles afar
Om the deep night. =8 If by siiver beams
Claspt to the trembling heart of some charmed
star,

And we have sioof and watched, all wistfully,
While fiuttering hopm have died out of our
Tivem. X ’

A3 ope whe faollows with o straining =ye




