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In 1900 produced a fruit
at over 52,000,000,

OREGON to an estimate made
New Year's Oregonlan
E. L. Smith, president

of the State Board of Horticulture. Short-
ages In the "Willamette "Valley prune crop
and In the peach crop of Southern Ore-
gon materially reduced the total. Not to
exceed 5 per cent of the area of the state
that is adapted to horticulture Is planted
to trees.

Horticulture Is In better condition than
ever before in the history of Oregon.
Modern methods of caring for the or-

chard and In picking and packing the
fruit for market prevail among progres-
sive orchardlsts. Those who neglect their
trees are failing and dropping out ot
business and new men are taking their
places. This satisfactory state of affairs
has been brought about by the State
Board of Horticulture, assisted by the
Uruitdealers of Portland. In former years
come kind of a market was found' for
"nearly all the fruit that was sent to
Portland. If local sale lagged the fruit
was shipped to Puget Sound, British Co-

lumbia and Alaska. Last year Portland
dealers refused to handle diseased fruit,
and rigid inspection at Seattle, Vancou-jv- r,

Tacoma and other northern points
closed thoso markets against It. The re-6-

was that, compared with previous
years, only a small percentage of poor
tfrult waa sent to Portland, and all that
fcama waa rejected. Multnomah County
contributed to the reform movement by
(becoming a larger producer than ever tor
the Portland demand. As this fruit is

ferown within a few hours' ride from Port-
land, and was last year of excellent qual-'it- y,

growers living at a distance realize
tthat if they are to meet the new com-

petition they must grow a product that
'will sell. Both orchardlsts and dealers
are well satisfied with the year's work.
By a little firmness dealers have virtually
established grades of fruit for the Port-

land market, and growers are encouraged
to do their best now that poor stuff will
not sell at home and cannot be shipped
io "Washington and British Columba with-
out being seized and destroyed.

The growth of the canning Industry at
home and the opening of Asia encourage
larger production. Until about three years
ago nearly all fruit that could not bo
readily disposed of In the green went
to waste. Canneries, cider mills and pre-

serving establishments are springing up
In many towns and this "waste" is now
converted Into Jellies, Jams and elder.
The extent of the Asiatic market Is not
realized by growers. In the year ended
Juno 30, lSoO. A!a and the Pacific is-

lands bought American fruit, nuts and
raisln3, principally fruit, to the value
of $596,838. These, sales can be increased
by many times. Through correspondence
with Consuls and dealers, Secretary
Dosch, of the State Board of Horticulture,
has learned that there Is quite a field
for operation at Shanghai, Hong Kong,
Nagasaki, Tokio and even in Siberia. Ap.
pies shipped last Fall to Vladivostock,
were well received. Nagasaki regularly
buys apples from Portland and will be-

come a large customer In the near future.
Siberia's population is 8,000,000, but on the
basis of tho population of Russia in Eu-
rope, the country i3 capable of sustaining
80,000,000 people.

Pacific Coast prunes are rapidly sup-

planting the fine, but expensive, French
product and the low-gra- Bosnian
prunes in the German market. There is
nothing at Eerlln that can compete with
the dried pears and .peaches and the evap-

orated apples from the United States.
The tedious and exasperating inspection
of dried fruits at the German frontier aa
a precaution against th San Jose scale,
has been discontinued, so that the way
la now open to an unrestricted trade.

fruit crop 92,000,000.

Vast Expansion of Oregon' Horti-
cultural Interests.

No occupation connected with the cul-
tivation of the soil has had to contend
with so many adverse conditions during
(the past decade as has horticulture. Not
only tee codlin moth, but the numerous
family of aphides, pernicious scales and
sporadic growth threatened the very ex-

istence of the industry. Some orchard-
lsts in sheer discouragement cut down
their trees and devoted their land to oth-
er purpose. But gradually science has
come to the aid of the fruitgrower. Ento-
mologists have traced the life history of
these dreaded destroyers and pointed out
vulnerable lines of attack. Our experi-
ment stations, also, contributed valuable
assistance. Experiment followed experi
ment until it was satisfactorily demon-'Btrate- d

that the sulphate of copper would
icheck fungus growths, and th'at an arsen-
ical treatment was fatal to tho larvae of
the codlin moth.

The fruitgrower believes that
lie is master of the situation, and has tak-
en new courage. Other causes have con-
tributed to this revival of interest ana
rapid expenslon of our fruit Industry, i

The Oregon horticulturist has not been
slow to discern that he could not be more
happily ltuatcd for the distribution of his.
products, and that this North Pacific
country commands the best markets of
tho world. He Is in easy touch with five
transcontinental roads, ready to deliver
Ws harvest to every important transpor-
tation line In North America, and he re-
joices in the near advent of a trans-Pacif- ic

line that will introduce him to tho
subjects of the Mikado and to his Musco- - i

vitc neighbors, on the north, now rapidly
peopling that vast country, Siberia. Thel
man who plants an orchard today, will bo j
able to reach markets that supply halt
the world with his first crop.

In a recent visit to Rogue River Valley
1 found a grower packing a large order
for New Orleans, and morq recently a
neighboring orchardlst exchanged the
product of 15 acres in apples for $700t.
British gold, for export to Liverpool.
Spitzcnbergs and Baldwins shipped from.
an O. R. & '. staIon in tho Middle Co-

lumbia district are now being enjoyed In
Los Angeles, New York, Honolulu, Capo
2Come. Manila, Shanghai, Nagasaki ana
elsewhere. Our apples, prunes, cherries
and small fruits, have already become
the standard of excellence wherever In-

troduced, and recently quotations were
invited for thousand-barr- el lots of apples
for exrart to Japan With direct ana
rapid transit to this wide-awa- people
and especially to Siberia, we are assured,
of a rapidly increasing market for the
products of our orchards.

The State Board of Horticulture during
the past year endeavored to make a ho-
rticultural survey of the state and to
approximate the amount of land available
for fruitgrowing and the amount now In
fruit The valuo of our orchards run
into millions of dollars and the fruit gath-
ered from them In 1900 exceeded In value
52,000.000. Yet only about 5 per cent of
land adapted to orcharding Is now

to that purpose. Oregon invites
thousands of horticulturists to enhance
many fold the value of her lands, and,
paradoxical as It may seem, the more
tto grow tho mora buyers come to us and

the greater the demand. It is. Indeed,
true that many errors have been com-
mitted In the past through want of knowl-
edge of physical conditions, and there
are yet' doubting Thomases, who scoff at
modern scientific methods, but they art.
fast dropping to the rear. In an age where
the fittest only survive. The new horticul-
ture demands men of adaptation and
who will combine science with field work;
men who love their occupation, believe
In Its nobility and gather from the mi-
racle of growth and fruitage other values
than those of the markets.

E. L. SMITH,
President State Board of Horticulture.
Hood River.

FIRST DISTRICT.

Value of Crop Last Year Footed Up
Nearly

Tha season of 1900, taken as a whole,
was a very favorable and encouraging one
to tho Oregon fruitgrower. Unfavorable
weather In the Spring cut the prune crop
short, but Summer and Fall were all
that could be desired, and fruit generally
was of the finest quality ever produced.
The Italian prunes, especially, were mag-
nificent. They were well evaporated and
generally carefully packed and will win
golden opinions everywhere. Even with
the Immense European and California
crops our prunes are in great demand
for export, and large quantities of them
will be consumed in England, France and
Germany. Small quantities of them have
been placed in the Oriental markets and
among the Russians In Siberia, where
they have been well received. "Without
doubt, an immense trade can and will be
worked up with those countries. How-
ever, the beginning will have to be made
with our smaller and cheaper grades or
prunes. Those countries, with their cheap
labor, are not yet able to consume mucli
high-pric- fruit. The question confront-
ing the prunegrowers of the Pacific Coast
is, "What shall we do with our small
prunes?" Hero Is the answer: "Sena
them to the markets of the East, where
once thoroughly Introduced they will al-
ways be In demand."

Tho prune crop of the first district, In-
cluding Multnomah, Clackamas, Yamhill,
Washington, Clatsop, Columbia and Tilla-
mook " Counties, for 1900, amounted to
2,298,000 pounds, dried, whicn, at the low
estimate of 3 cents per pound, netted the
growers $68,940. The apple crop amounted
to about $36,000, and that of berries,
grapes, peaches, pears, etc., to fully $200,-00- 0.

The canneries, cider mills, and vine-
gar factories put up a product amounting
to $135,000, bringing the total value of
the output of the district to $439,940. This
is a good showing, but It might have been
vastly better In the apple line II growers
could have been mado to realize the ne-

cessity of more spraying for the codlin
moth. However, the lesson is being
learned, and every year shows a great in-

crease in the amount and the effective-
ness of the spraying done. Careful or-

chardlsts year after year have secured
from 90 to 9S per cent of cean apples,
and others realize that they can do the
same. The action of 'the Board of Horti-
culture In preventing the sale of wormy

fruit last year will be a great stimulus
to good spraying In 190L

Several satisfactory shipments of ap-
ples have been made to the Oriental and
Siberian markets, merely the beginning
of an Immense trade for the future.

One of the most encouraging features
of the fruit industry is the growth ot
the canning and preserving business. The
Willamette Valley Is adapt-
ed to the growing of small fruits and ber-
ries, and there should be a cannery In
every important town in the Valley.
Those now In operation have paid remu-
nerative prices to the grower for his
fruit and in turn have sold their packs
at good prices. Canneries are proposed
for Newberg, McMinnvllle, Dallas and
Corvallis, for the coming season.

Taken all In all, there Is great encoura-
gement-for the Oregon fruitgrower, an
expanding market, a good reputation and
a prospect for good prices.

WILBUR K. NEWELL,
Commissioner First District.

Dilley.

SECOND DISTRICT.

Area Adapted to Horticulture Com-
prises at Least 435,000 Acres.

The Second Horticultural District Com-
prises Marlon, Polk, Benton, Linn, Lane
and Lincoln Counties. Nearly all of this
territory is in the Willamette Valley.
The approximate acreage in commercial
orchards, not Including old apple orchards
and home fruit gardens, is as follows:

County. Acres. I County. Acres.
Marion 5,..iXLane 1,900

Polk l,5001Lincoin 400

Benton 1,450
Linn 1,400 Total 12.040

The orchards are scattered over an area
containing about 13,600 square miles.

While some of this territory is mountain-
ous and much Is too low and flat for suc-
cessful fruitgrowing, only a small portion
of the land adapted to fruit culture is
occupied. There are over 700,000 acres in
the district, and It is estimated that at
least 436,000 acres are adapted to the suc-
cessful culture of fruit. By comparing
the available acreage with that now de-

voted to fruit. It will readily appear that
scarcely a beginning has been made In
fruit culture as compared wlth its possi-
ble development.

Prune the Principal Fruit.
Tho prune Is the principal fruit grown

in the district, though many arc turning
their attention to apples and small fruits.
With the advent of more canneries and
plants for manufacturing jams, Jellies
and other products, the culture of small
fruits can profitably bo enlarged. Such
manufacturing concerns should be en-

couraged. There are two canneries In the
district, one at Eugene and the other at
Salem. Both are owned by the Allen
Packing Company. The Salem .cannery
ran during the entire fruit season and
furnished a market for the surplus fruits
of all kinds produced in that vicinity.
The continued operation of this plant will
greatly stimulate the production of fruits
suitable for canning and affords profitable
employment for the owners of many small
farms.

There is apparently a wide field for the
sale of our products, soon to open across
the Pacific. From the exporter of our
fruits, whether green, dried or preserved,
to the grower and even those who have
their labor to sell, all should be Inter-
ested In the development- - of our fruit
trade and be awake to the opportuni-
ties which are now presented. It Is only
through the constant. Intelligent and
united effort of all that we can secure

BY
OR.

and hold the trade to which our position
and resources entitle us.

Owing to the light crop of prunes the
past season the value of our fruits was
not so great in 1900 as In previous years.
It Is estimated as follows for the Sec-
ond district: Dried prunes, 3,425.000

pounds, valued at $134,812 50; other fruits
(green), value $50,830; total value, $1S5,-6-

50.

An Industry closely related to the pro-

duction of fruit is the growing of nurs-
ery stock. In this branch of business the
Willamette Valley excels any other por-
tion, of the Pacific Northwest. Soil and
climate are Ideal for the production of
choice, well-root- trees, and more than
$100,000 is sent into this dlstrlot annually
in return for the nursery trees, which are
shipped to all parts of the West.

L. T. REYNOLDS,
Commissioner Second District.

Salem.

THIRD DISTRICT.

Prodnctlon Last Year Amounted to
Over $220,000.

The horticultural industry is constant-
ly growing In the third district, which
embraces Douglas, Jackson, Josephine,
Klamath, Lake, Coos and Curry Counties.
Douglas, Jackson and Josephine are tho
principal producers. The remaining coun-

ties, owing to want of transportation fa-

cilities, and their natural adaptability to
stockgrowlng and dairying, have not giv-
en the industry tjie attention it otherwise
would have received.

The peach crop last year was compar-
atively a failure in Jackson and Jose-
phine. Jackson County produced about
3000 boxes, against an average crop oi

I

I

I

150,000 boxes. Often tho crop runs to be-
tween 200.000 and 250,000 boxes.

Apples in Douglas, Jackson and Jose-
phine were about an SO per cent of a
crop for the orchards that are in bea-in-

Fifty per cent of the orchards
planted have not yet come into bearing.

Orchards are each year learning mors
about Insect pests and fungous diseases,
and the remedies successfully to combat
them. The San Jose scale has lost its
terror for the orchardlst, as practical ap-- ;

plication with the spray pump with the
remedies prescribed by the State Board
of Horticulture has demonstrated that
the pest can be exterminated. Perhaps
the greatest pest the applegrower has to
contend with Is thcj:odlln moth, or apple
worm, which In 1899 damaged the apple
crop on an average of 60 per cent. Last
year, owing to energetic spraying with
greater knowledge of the habits of the
moth, the damage was reduced to about
25 per cent on the average.

Weeks and Orr, of Medford, Olwell
Bros., of Central Point, and H. B. Mi-
ller's orchard at Grant's Pass,' aggregat-
ing 230 acres In apples, by energetic. In-

telligent spraying reduced the damage
from codlin moths to 2 per cent, leaving
them 98 per cent of applc3 free of worms.
The success of large growers In saving
their apples from the moth Is an object-lesso- n

that other growers will profit by
another year.

Methods In picking, packing an1 selling
the fruit crop are being better
each year, and as system is evolvea
through experience tho cost to the grower
in putting his fruit on the market is
growing less each year. As compared
with any year of the past, the fruit in-

dustry of the Third District ha3 made
much progress.

I estimate production-i- this district
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for 1S00 as follows: Douglas County, $109,-20- 0;

Jackson, $92,200; Josephine, $18,725; to-

tal, $220,125. Of this amount, prune pro-
duction was $75,375; apples, $102,000;

peaches, 413,500; plums, pears and small
fruits, $ZJ,250. A. H. CARSON,

Commissioner Third District.
Grant's Pass.

Only a Small Part of the Available
Area Utilized.

The fruit industry In the fourth district
has largely Increased In the past few
years. We had a large crop last year,
which was due not altogether to the fa-

vorable season, but to the fact that a
great many new orchards commenced
bearing. A large amount of fruit was
shipped last year, and growers, as a gen
eral rule, received better prices than
heretofore. Fruit Is not now shipped on
commission, but buyers as a rule are
willing to pay for It as it is delivered to
them on board the cars. Most of our
growers have improved in the manner of
packing their fruit, so they have no
trouble in selling.

The amount of fruit shipped from the
district last year was about 45 carloads
ot Italian prunes, about 10 carloads of
dried fruit, and there will be from 50 to
70 carloads of apples shipped. About 40
carloads of strawberries were shipped
from Hood River. There was also a
inrrrA mmount of fruit shlDDed by exnress

j and by the boat line, which would prob- -
aDiy increase tue uuiuuni auiyyeu uy su
carloads more

There is a large scope of country in this
district suitable for fruitgrowing that is
as yet hardly known. All of that country
lies south of the Columbia and along the
tributaries of the Deschutes and John
Day Rivers. In what Is known as the
Oak Grove country, the Wamlc and Tygh
Valleys, there are large tracts, which
would raise fine fruit, but for lack ot
transportation there Is no market for it.

The most necessary thing for Eastern
Oregon Is a transportation line by some
of the waterways with the Deschutes or
John Day, which would open up a large
country and lnduco settlers to come and
engage In fruitgrowing. The main rea-
son, why Oregon does not Increase In
population as fast as Washington is that
we have but one transportation company
in Eastern Oregon, and that runs through
only a small portion of this section.

I often hear it said that there is no

money in fruitgrowing, but I find that
nearly all who have gone into the fruitindustry on a business basis are doing
well. A good many of the fruitgrowers
put out an orchard and never pay any
attention to it. and" it Is mostly those
who fail. I know a man In Hood River
who came there six years ago. He bought
a piece of land and paid part down. The
other part he has nald within the last
few years, and made enough to have a
bank account. In 1S9 he realized from

Ben Davis apple trees from
five. to six boxes to a tree, and they av-
eraged $1S0 per box. Last year he had
a large crop of fruit, which will net him
from JS00 to $1000. So any one can see
that there is something In fruitgrowing,
and what can be done if a person tends
td his orchard In the proper manner.

With a large crop of fruit all over the
country last year, we had no troubls la
selling our fruit at good figures.

The Fourth-Distri- has 12.300 acres In
orchards, distributed as follows: Wasco
County, 6000 acres; Sherman, 800; Morrow,
1500; Gilliam, 1500; Crook, 2000; Wheeler,
1500. The area adapted to horticulture
comprises 68,000 acres, as follows: Wasco,
20.000; Sherman, 2000; Morrow, 6000; Gil-

liam. 6000; Crook, 30,000; Wheeler, 4000.

Value of the crop produced last year was:
Wasco; $98,000; Sherman. $6500; Morrow,
$SOO0; Gilliam, $24,500; Crook. $3500; Wheal,
er, $5000 total, $145,500.

EMILE SCHANNO.
Commissioner Fourth District.

The Dalles.

FIFTH DISTRICT.

Late RJpenlnn: Gives Grower a Dii-tln- ct

Advantage.
There are few places in Eastern, Or-

egon where the farmer cannot grow all
of the hardy fruits and in many loca-
tions the mora tender varieties. Apples,
pears, cherries, prunes, plums, apricots,
peaches and grapes mature perfectly.
Berries of every variety seem to flourish
and fn some more favored spots tomatoes
and melons are grown and shipped by tho
carload. It is not so much a question of
the kinds of fruit which may be grown as
it is of the special varieties which will
prove of greatest commercial value.

It is estimated that there are 65,000
acres of land in this district of value as

land. The industry Is yet
In its infancy. Every year but demon-
strates more clearly that the larger our
supply of good fruit, the better fares tho
grower, when all things are considered.
Of no other product of the farm is it mora
apparent, that ws must not only have a
choice quality but must have It in larger
quantity, If we wish to enter the world's
best markets. Cheap and rapid transpor-
tation we must have and that oan, only
be obtained by sending larger quanti-
ties.

Eastern Oregon possesses many sub-
stantial advantages to the commercial
fruitgrower. First, the trees come Into
bearing at an early age. A difference ot
even 'one year, and often it is three or
four years, Is of no small consideration
when one Is waiting for returns on an
Investment. An Instance that has como
under my personal observation is that
of an apple orchard. In 1S80 It bore fruit
for the first time, four years from plant-
ing, and yielded the grower 20 boxes of
fruit to the acre, which at the market
price meant an Income of $20 per acre.
Last year the same tree yielded 250 boxes
which at the lowest possible figure and
clear of expenses should yield the grower
$100 per acre.

The land Is cheap, not to be compared
in prices to that of land In places that
have become famous for their fruits, and
yet our fruits often surpass theirs In
many particulars.

Our fruits stand up well for shipment.
Our cool night3 give to them a firmness
unknown to fruits grown where the nights
are hot. 'Our fruits reach the big mar-
kets after they have ceased to be over-
stocked, and while they may never-brin-

the fancy prices brought by the first
fruits of the season, they wlir always
cdme as a refreshing surprise on tha
heels of the last run of soft fruits from
warmer districts. It is a surprise to many
to know that we can produce sweet cher-
ries that in size, color, flavor and firm-
ness cannot be surpassed. They ripen
in July and August and enter the East-
ern market after the California fruit is
gone. JUDD GEER.

Commissioner Fifth District.
Cove.

UMATILLA COUNTY FRUIT.

Profit in. Horticulture In the Free-wat- er

Country.
In the Freewater region, Umatilla Coun-

ty, fruit trees come Into bearing when they
are 3 years old. berries and grapes tha
second year. Some idea of the profits
that can be and are mado from fruit-
growing and gardening may be derived
from the following table, which is con-
servative: -

One aero strawberries, 4000 pounds,
at 6 cents $240

One acre blackberries, 6000 pounds,
at 5 cents 250

One aero grapes, 20,000 pounds, at 1
cent .: 200

Ono aero raspberries, 2000 pounds, at
8 cents 240

Ono acre onions, 300 sacks, at 75 cents.. 225
Ono acre potatoes, 150 sacks, at $1 150
One-acr- cabbage. 5000 heads, at $4 200
One acre carrots, 25ktons, at $4 100
One acre watermelons 100
One' acre tomatoes SCO

The following illustrations show what
has actually been accomplished in tha
fruit Industry around Freewater:

D. W. Black gives figures showing tha
returns on an acre and a half of straw-
berries: 476 crates brought $710; picking
berries, $100 25; cost of crates, $C3; not re-
turns, $535 25.

William Clark, living on tho Nlchola
place, about two miles from Freewater,
whoso strawberry patch consists of ono
and three-quart- acres, marketed 620

crates of berries. The gross receipts wero
$G30, and after deducting expense of pick-
ing, packing and shipping, there was left
$400 net profit

Lossinc Activity Near Corvalllc.
There is much activity in logging up the

Willamette, a few miles above Corvallis.
Reuben Kiger has sold all the ash, maplo
and fir on his farm on Kiger
Island. The buyer is the Corvallis saw
milL The prices paid are: For ash, $3
per 1000 feet; for maple, $4; for fir, $L Tho
timber must be cut and taken away with-
in a year from March. The ground from
which it is taken is to be seeded by Mr.
Kiger to grasses for pasture lands.

Sawmill on the Moha-vrl-

1 Seavey Bros, are erecting a small saw
mill at the junction of the Mohawk and
McKenzle Rivers, with a capacity of 6000

or 6000 feet of lumber per day.- - They
will also put out 50 acres of hops next
year, in addition to their 30 acres already
in cultivation.


