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mostly northeriy.

PORTLAND, MONDAY, DECEMBER 31.

In yesterday’'s Oregonian appesred a
pathetle account of the closing hours
of Oscar Wilde, He bemoaned his
e failure and sald: “Much of my
moral obliquity s doe to the fact that
my father would not allow me to be-
come & Catholic.” These are not brave
words, Lut they are exactly of & sort
with those countless thousands use to
excuse their crimes and follles, “My
father would not allow me to become a
Catholic!” Few men, probably, have
used this apology, but myrinds have
used others like 1t, My father brought
me up too strictly.” “My mother put
brandy in her mince ples® “My wife
was & peold” "I was born with weak
Berves.” "1 lost & sweetheart and It
embittered me.” "1 falled in business
and lost heart.” *My father became &
crimimal and I lost my self-respect.”
These and other incldents of early life
are brought forward by the erring In
extenuation of their deliberate choloe of
vil. But they wure vain, Every man
must answer for himself. Every man
must bear his own burden, In that
hour when the Individun! looks back
upon the life that has gone, no early
environment, no temptation, no d@e-
fect in laws or unfriendly =attl-
tude of soclety can avall One must
choose the right. No clreumsiances,
no shartcomings of others excuse the
will for its wiakness Wilde chose the
lowar when the higheér stond within
reach, and the abject pitifulness of his
XCuse serves only &3 a warning.

Observe that Alger and General Col-
ville both fight back. This s discon-
certing at first. but advantageous, on
the whole, inasmuch as the exact truth
i& more likely to come out through the
revelntions of opposing Interests than
if one side only Is heard, To mccept
the charges of Miles against Eagan Is
not to disprove the charges of Alger
agalnst Miles. It is & trulsm that all
the truth is seldom found on one side
of & controversy, and it is doubtiess
Just &s true that all the fault in these
tales of two armiles Is not on one side
of the dispute. Alger himself has
doubtless been the scapegoat for many
things not properly chargeable to him,
notably Army appointments mads at
Senatorial Instance. Eagan, in spits of
his rank offenses agalost deceney, may
have been sinned aguinst as well as
alnning. Colville may deserve his re-
buke, and set be able to show that his
accusers have sins of their own to an-
Fwer for. The naval consplracy that
has done injustice to (he name of Schiey
has never been abie to clear Sampson
of the fact of being ungenerous. One
of the ways in which republics show
thelr ingratitude is Ly neglecting to
bhonor men who have been invoived in
quarrels for which they are not to
blame.
is Clark of the Oregon. Colville's pro-
test may remind vs that these things
are not the pecullar property of any
particular form of government. Wol-
sey's Ditler cry at his desertion was
not spoken of & republic,

The clerkship abuse In the Legls-
Iature was correctly described in the
Balem disputches of yesterday as guile
as much the misfortune as the overt
offense of the members. The reason
why they appoint so many uselcss
clerks is mot always because they rel-
ish abamelrss raids on the treasury.
Quite as often they are subjected to
pressure from applicants and thelir in-
Ruentinl friends, to resist which would
require stubbornness slmost superho-
mun. Zéalous ss they are In reform,
ther are sill] amenable to the appeals
©of those who have scrved them effect-
Ively In time of needl For this reason
we appeal to the Legisiature to stand
By the corrective law passed at e last
sesmion. 1t is a measure in thelr own
defense. It was passed by a previcus
body for the express purpose of pro-
viding them an excuse for non-compii-
abnce with demands of applicants. The
apawer i ready for them: “This law
has tied our hands, and we can't do
anything.” Denounce the law Iif you
must, bewnll 1t if yvou choose, but ohey
It; and in the closing dayr of the ses-
#lon pass on 1o the next Legisiature a
Iaw yet a lUitle more siringent, and
one which can be adegquately derived
from experience with this one. The
clerkalip abuse is not only &n extrava-
gance and a scandal, but It is a posi-
tively demoralising Influence upon all
the work of the sesslon. It fosters lob-
bying, complicates needed legislation,
and not ssidom Is to biame for the per-
version of legisiative Intent through
carelsss or disbomest enrollment. Every

promise s that *If American tobacco-
growers intelligently follow up certain
experiments recently conducted for
their benefit by Becretary of Agricul-
ture Wilson, they should be able to
save far themselves nearly $7,000,000
now annually pald to the planters of
Bumatra by American amokers.” The
Bumatra leaf 13 noted for thinness and
toughness, and makea the.most vaiu-
able cigar-wrapper known. Hitherto
the Dutch East Indles bave had & mo-
nopoly of this pecullar tobacco, but
Becretary Wilson has proved that it
may be grown in the United States
At the Paris exposition Florida-grown
Sumatra leaf scored two polnts above
the leal grown In Sumatra. An experi-
ment just concluded proves that SBu-
matra leaf may also be grown in the
Connectiout Valley. Near Hartford
Inst season one-third of an mcre wWas
planted, cultivated and cured under the
direction of the Agricultural Depart-
ment's expert, Mr. M. L Floyd. I‘I

most interesting argument on this very

of traffic, It says, that could more ad-

would be given to the Industrial and
commercial development of the Pacific
States. There Is no question that the
great stimulus given to the shipplng
interests of our Great Lakes by the en-
largement of the Bault Ste. Marle
Canal indirectly helped to increase the
traffic of the rallroads competing with
this interior water route. No doubt
the same result would follow any de-
velopment of our Interoceanic coasting
trade by the opening of the Nicaragua
Canal. Very lkely the competilion of
the water route would operate to re-
duce the frelght rates of the Pacific
roads on such bulky articles as graln
or lumber, but this would In turn sum-
ulate production and traffic, and the

yielded 700 pounds of leaf, pron
by the leading cigarmakers of New
York mnd Philadelphia entirely satls-
factory and fully equal to Imported
Sumatra, and was sold at an average
price of T1 cents per pound. The profit
to the grower was at the rate of 3500
per acre. The guestion what tobacco-
raising countries will do to pay us for
our foodstuffs and manufaciures when
we grow all our own tobacco seems Lo
have had no consideration.

The Oregunlan has received a copy of
the Dundee Advertiser of December 4,
1800, conotaining a centenary supple-
ment lssued on the same day as The
Oregonian's seml-centennlial editlon. |
The Advertiser will complete Its 100th
year January 16, 1901 and is one of the
only three papers in Scotland that have
existed for a century. It is the first
newspaper ever printed in Dundee,
and is now one of the most powerful
and mfluentinl papers In Scotland. The
other two—tihe Abéerdeen Journal and
Glasgow Herald—were started and fos-
tered by the Tory party. which was In
ascendency at the beginning of the
nineteenth century, but the Dundes
Advertiser, llke The Oregonlan, Was
born without a sliver spoon In Its
mouth, It was started as a Liberal
newspaper when Liberallsm was re-

grrded with disfavor, and it has re-
malned true to its  political coreed
through storm and sunshine, Inflexibly
adhering to the broad liberal princl-
ples upon which it was founded, and
upon which it proposes to go forward.
In the first fifty years of its existence
there were n number of changes in the
editorial department, but for the past
fifty years Sir John Long, M. P, has
conducted the Advertiser, and has kept |
it abreast with all improvements In the
collection of news, In printing machin-
ery and In the apparatus of distribu-
tion,

—_————

THE CANAL AND THE COAST.

dress we have misiaid, writes &s fol-
lows:

Bhafler Is unrewarded, and so |

Would the Nicaragua Cazal be an undoubted
benelit o the Pacific Conat? i

if the treds to the westward should aswume
the propariion expecied, It seems o me Lthe in-
terests of the Pacific Coas:, viewnd from the
sordld or mercepary standpoint, the standpelint
of leeking oul for curselves, mre agalnst 8.

If the Crisnt iz to take owr whent, of what
beneflt 1o our whent will the eanal be?

Wil not exrzoes botifid Tor Atlantic Coast
cltien or near points go via Lhe canal instead
of belng placed aboard cars at FPacifle Coast
polnts, mnd Pacific Coast poiats suffer In com-
snyuencs ¥

Would not the same thing oocur on goods
bound frot Eastern polnte ta the Orient?

Wil the milrosd tariffs act as protective
and cause the bullding of factories on the Pa-
cific Cosst to supply trans-Pasific
Would nat Jower freights via the canal coun-
teract this?

Why shonld Pacifie Coast pelsts strive so
bhard for the opening of & wule of traflic that
certalnly will divert much of the Pacific trade
from thelr wharves.

Will they gain emough in some olber Jirec-
ton to overbainnee this loss?

The Interesis menaced by the Niea-
ragus Canal are not the Interests of the
people, East or West, but those of the
transcontinental rallroads. Mr. Evans
mAay assure himsel! on that polnt once
for all. Moreover, the menace to the
rallroads i more in their own minds
| than in reality. Moreover, If the men-
i ree to them were renl, and if there were
|also a real!l menace to this Coast. the
| eanal would still be the right and prop-
‘t’r thing, an economlc contribution of

Inestimable value to the producers of
all lands, not to be set aside by some
dog-in-the-manger oljection of isclated
interests.

To take the guestions In thelr order,
the benefit 1o our wheat trade will be—
for such as govs W Eurupe—an un-
doubled sympathetic cheapening of
transportation, and for such as goes to
Asia a widened market oconseguent
upon increased development incident to
| the canal.
will do the
lantic Coast and Asia thus stopplng
the trade done through our ports by
the transcontinental rallroads. In the
first place, the advantage to our ports
of hurried trans-shipment of cotion and
silk through them l= & small matter.
It is the trade in producis produced or
consumed here that Is worth while. And
in the second place the hisiory of simi-
lar enterprises shows that waterway
improvement, in competition with rall-
roads, though It may reduce rates, de-
velops the nffected communities so that
the raflroads bemefit Immensely In the
end. 1If the first Pacific ratiroad, com-
pleted in 1883, even with the high freight
rates then demanded, was founfl to be
s¢ much more advaniageous a channel
of interoceanic traffic than the water
| route around Cape Horn that the lat-
| ter was rarely used, and no serlous

attempt was made to revive thas

branch of cur commercial marine, it is

| & safe deduction, now that we huve four
Pacific raliroads, equipped with road-
beds and steel ralls and all the Iat-
est improvements in the machinery of
transporiation, that even with the sub-
stitution of steamships for the saliing
vessels In use Afty vears ago, and with
the cutting off of 6000 mliles of navigh-
tion around Cape Horn, the Iatter
could not successfully compete with the
rallroads except In Lhe lransporiation
of bulky freights originating on or In
the close proximity of the seaconsts,

Don't get the Mea that the freight
handled by the Pacific raliroads, eithsr
castward or westward, sli originotes
at Atiantic tidewnter or goes Lhers.
Every pound of merchandise ortginmi-
ing in the Interior of the country—and
this means nearly everything, whethor
foodstiufls, cotion oF manufactures—

Mr. Sylvester E. Evans, whose ad- |

trade? |

| sireet
The fear is that the canal |
busiuess between the At- |

incidental benefits would go Jargely to
the rallrords. Touching at hundreds of
commereinl centers every day, where
the ship would touch at but one a week,
the rallroad's sources of traffic are
enormously superior to that of & vessel,
especially on any ocean route.

Now, as to manufactures. Who does
the bosiness of the United Btates with
Asla today? Why, the Atlantic Coast.
It does It by way of Suez, by way of
Cape Horn, by way of our Paciflc
reads. Why don't we do 17 Because
we haven't what Asla wanta. We don't
gTow cotton, we don't make locomo-
tives. What is the malter with your
protective ralirond tariffs, that they
don't protect us now? The fact is that
when we have the factories we shall
sell the manufactures. We don't have
any trouble selling lumber and flour
manufactures, and we shan't have the
others In any considerable volume ull
we get more people, When we buy as
many locomotives on this Coasl as
they buy in the East, we ahall have
locomotive works here and export a
surplus to Japan, just as Lowell and
Philadelphia do now. Sarely Mr. Ev-
ans docs not fear the competition of
Philadelphia through the Nicaragua
Canal, agalnst & similar enterprise in
Portiand, with direct access from dock
to dock across the Pacific.

What the Pacific Coast wants s not
to keep somebady else from doipg busi-
ness, but a chance to do business for
Itself. It wants people, It wanls mar-
kets, The canal will make markets on
the Atlantic Coast for its lumber, wool
and heavy freights generally. Much of

| them may continue to go by rall, but

they will go at cheaper rates. We want
markets in the Orient, and the canal
will be the great developer of Oriental
trede. In that lmitless trade expan-
slon the twentleth century has In store
for Asla, no country Is so favorably
situated as the Pacific Coast To talk
in awestruck tones of the advantage

lpumeued by the East through the

canal comes little short of the ridicu-
lous.

NEGLECTED GIRLS.

Rev. C. H. Mead, of New York, threw
a small-sized bomb Into an ecclesias-
tical camp & short time sgo, when In a
lecture before the Congregational Club
of that city he sald: “Sunday schools
give too much attention to preparing
thelr members for the life to come, In-
stead of for this lfe, In which the path
of the young s constantly beset with
pitfalls™ The Chlef of Pollce of any
city, Including our own, could furnish
corroborative evidence of the truth of
the concluding words of this statement,
This is especlally true in regard to
young girls who were formerly kept
out of the way of pitfalls that boys
were supposed to stumble into as a
part of thelr education.

Chief McLauchlan made pointed ref-
erence Lo this fact a few days ago, sup-
plementing his statement in regard o
the growing waywardness of young
girls in this city by the opinion that a
reform school for girls should at once
be instituted In this state. The evil
Influence of an immoral woman is far-
reaching, permeating and contaminat-
Ing soctety for generations. In no
other line does immorality sow & erop
& pernicivus as In the field of peg-
lected girlhood. The woman-child, un-
taught In the virtue of modesty, iz a
menace to the social life. of the com-
munity which will materialise into vice
and crime as the years go on. The
Bunday schools may pot do thelr daty
in this regard. They certalnly do not,
if, Is charged by Rev, C, H, Mead, they
do not teach that happiness In the life
to come is built upon moral purity in
the present life

But what of the homes from which
young giris steal at nlght or go boldly
forth by day to “keep engagements” on
corners, In. restaurants or in
questionableé resorts? Parental vigl-
lance wisely exercised ls the price of
modest, well-conducted giritood. The

| girl whose mother is her confidant does

not go astray. Hence the astounding
aspértion with which " the minlster
quoled at the beginning. of this artd-
cle, ms supplemental 1o hias arralgn-
ment of Sunday school effort, “that a
jarge number of young girls comnected
with missions In Brookiyn, who belong
to excellent Christian familfes, lead
immoral llves” is Incredible, so Indis-
pensable an element In the “excellent
Christian family” ia the judicious, care.
taking mother who wins and holds the
confidence of her daughters, and only
in a lesser degree that of her sons

Chile attracts - the attention of her
rivals by her orgaulzation of her means
of deferme. She has by law instituted
conscription, so that, with few excep-
tlons, svery citizen will hereafter be
required to pass a year or more of his
fife in thearmy. Though the nation num-
bers less than 4,000,000 mouls, it maln-
talns already an army of 25000 men,
whichk force will of eourse beconsiderably
enlarged when the system of compul-
sory milltary servics becomes fully op-
eratlve. Chille’s navy ls very respect-
mble. Some 340000000 has been spent,
it Is sald, in the st ten years upon
her armament. Her nelghbors, Argen-
tina, Peru and Bolivia, are belleved to
be Inimical and she expects to have
to maintaln her position by force, un-
feas her strength s po obvious as to de-
ter her enemies from aggression. Dis-
putes with Argentina about frontiers,
and with Peru and Bolivia about the
provieces they lost under the treaty of
I::'. still continue. A bad fecling ex-

_——

The London Quiver has been making
some estimates of the missionary work
accomplished during the ocentury by
Great Britaln. Taking the leading or-
ganizations alone, the Church Mission-
ary Soclety, Wesleyan Missionary So-
clety, Boclety for the Propagation of
the Gospel, London Missionary Soclety,
Baptist Soclety, Colonial and Continen-
tal Church SBoclety, Church of Engiand
Zenana Society and Unlversities Cen-
tral. African Misslion, It finds that they
have ralsed $205,000,000 and sent S0
workers into the field. There are also
thirty smaller socleties, enjoying the
administration of $2,500,000 at the pres-
ent time. It says: “The total amount
of funds ralsed for forelgn missions
work in Great Britain during the cen-
tury is $255,000,000, If we add this to
the amounts already notioced in other
branches of work—viz., 575,000,000 for
property, $260,000,000 for work among
young people and children—we get the
astounding total of $590,000,000 ralsed In
the space of 100 years, or equal to the
total of last year's revenue in Great
Britain." The Quiver's estimates would
have been complete and more satiafac-
tory if It had given some approximate
estimate of the results which have been
accomplished by this immense finun-
clal cutlay.

According to the Jacksonville papers,
& serious condition confronts the cattle
Industry of Florida. It has recently
developed that the remarkable demand
for beef and dairy cattle in Cuba has
about stripped Florida of her supply
of those animals, especlally .the bettar
grades of them. It seems that the
isiand was pletely depieted of cat-
tle by the various armles In the long
war peried, and every range and farm
is now getling back Its stock as fast
as it can procure the cattle, Many are
consumed as fast as they arrive, while
the better-bred mnimals are preserved
for breeding purposes, Florida's ranches
have been drawn on very heavily to
meet this demand, and the result has
become very noticeable, Possibly the
alarm Is something like the old, fam!i-
lar cry heard In Oregon each year,
only to be followed by another record-
breaking cutput of livestock.

i —————

A McBride paper that has been com-
mendably falr In (ts discusslon of the
Senatorial campalgn Is the Eugene
Register., It I8 somewhat surprising,
therefore, to come across this para-
graph In its editorial columns:

With the gang Mr. Corbett has retalned to
further his candidacy, und thelr well-known
msthods of gpersting, the secrst ballot Is an
abaolute essential. The defeat of this propoal-
tion means Corbeit's defeat. No wonder be
contends for secrecy.

We take It that the Reglater has evi-
dence on which it bases the assertion
that Mr. Corbett contends for a secrat
ballot In the caucus. We shall there-
fore ask It elther to produce that evi-
dence or be more careful in the future
with Iis faots,

—

Alger says he never heard a rumor
of chemically prepared beef having
betn purchased for the Army untll
General Miles gave testimony before
the commission. Inasmuch as the
whole country had been talking of
chemlically prepared beef, soldlers had
died from eating the rotten stuff, and
every newspaper contained rumors and
evidence of the embalmed rot, no won-
der poor Alger was flabbergasted by
the revelation.

A number of Oregon newspapers have
been making splteful remarks about
Senator Bimon's absence from Wash-
ington at a critical time, Thelr atten-
tion will be calied now to Senator Me-
Bride's visit to Oregon In his re-elec-
tlon's Interest. Probably thelr sense of
falrmness will induce them to make the
same remarks.again, with a different
application—and then, agaln, probably
it wom't.

Some frugal cltizens want to abol-
I=h the office of State Printer. But wiil
they keep good falth by =0 doing? Is
it right to treat so unfairly all the
hungry aspirants who have been walt-
ing for the job these many somber
yeara, and to dash their hopes Jjust
when they have every assurance they
are about to achleve reward of their
patience?

China bhas requited the kindness of
the powers that went lo the trouble of
concocting en agreement by asking
what they intend to do with her. In-
asmuch as that 1s a deep, dark secrat,
ghe has committed an Impropriety
which has no redemption.

e ————

In almost every Legislature there are
elther more fool bills than foola or more
fools than fool bills. How is the next
going to demean itself? By improving
both precedents, perhaps?

Our calamity-howlers have another
wall for thelr repertoire, now that thir-
| teen large business ebncerns in London
have collapsed simultaneously. Doubt-
less Hanna Is to blame,

Alger's surprise at the mention of em-
balmed beef seems to have been as
great as that he feit upon the declara-
tion of war.

p

it is ten to one that if we don't want
to pay for that 1802 exposition we do
not want to bave L

Diplomatic Value of the Circus.

Kansas City Star.
Mr. F. M. Brundage, United States Con-

cireus.  One recently descended on that
penceful town, which makes a lving by
stlling waters to invailds. The results

The bill was B dation in this lioe
of work, both in ds and character; the
way 12 which the tents were erected and the
E d p 2 fahed the people, and

i

E
:
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and Chile feels obliged take
every precaution.- The right ke

to
and

to dmﬁmu that the Sultan would pay
down indemnity In gold before he
slept that night,

The allles are overlooking this splendid
opportunity in China. If only an Ameri.
can clreus could pursue the BEmpress
Dowunger into the Interfor. past its billa
on the walls of buildings about tne tem-
porary palace and wsend complimentary
tickets to the court, the Chinese problem
Wolie reach s quick wsolution. The
“vague antipathy” of which the C lar

report speaks would doubtiess be “turned
into reapect and awe.” The thanks of
Congress and the civillzsed world are due
to the obeserving United Btates Consul
&1 Alx la Chaoelle.

e

SHELDON ON THE SERVANT GIRL,

Social Position a Great Considers-
tion Without Apparent Remedy,
Chicazo Times-Herald,

While the woman's clubs are tackiing
the problems of politics and good gov-
ernment It follows as a nataral sequence
that man through his Instinet of soetal
reclprocity is golng to give a good share
of his serlous thought to a solution of
the greatest of all Nth-century prob-
lems—the “servant girl question™ .

It Is & singular fact that nearly all
the papers relating to this problem of
domestic service which are now appear-
ing in the magazines and weekly period-
loals are written by men Whether this
manifestation of interest In the servant
gt question Is to be traced to man's
stomach or to his keen perception of the
unbusinesalike and unsclentific methods
that obtaln In the manugement of the
average household is of little consequence
compared to the question of the wvalue
or practicabillty of the remedies pro-
posed. Is man, who stands aloof from
the turmoil of pots ard kettles and who
surveys the unsatiafactory and some-
times dissstrous results of Incompetant
survice In the kitchen, capable of sug-
gesting practical schemes for placing this
service upon a basis of efliciency—the
only basls he would recognise in the em-
ployment of help In his own factory or
store or bank?

The difficulties that are presented by
the problem of domestic service are ably
and lucldly treated by Rev. Charles M.
Bheldon In the current number of the
Independent, but a eareful review of the
article falls to disclose any practical plan
for removing any of these difficulties,
except one, the beneficlal results of which
would be w0 remote that the housekesp-
ors of 130 could not hope to realize them.

Dr. SBheldon glves a very sccurate ple-
ture of present unsatisfactory conditions
and the causes leading to them. He
shows that in Engiand within the last
15 years 190000 girla have left the serv-
fce of the fumily in that country to
enter service in shops and factories. The
American girl Is no longer found In the
kiichens or homes of Amerion. The
writer assigns as one of the vital causes
of this the “soclal ostracism’' of those
who heretofore have offered thelr serv-
fces an “workers In the kitchen. Amer-
fcan girla are starving in the stores, un-
able to save a cent from their wages,
rather than work In comfortable homes,"
says Mr. Shelden.

But what remedy does Rev. Mr, Sheldon
offer for thess unsatisfactory conditions
which vitally affect the home life of so
many people? He makes a plea for the
education of servants and for the ad-
justment of the servant probiem upon &
“Christlan basis.” But this offers no im-
medlate remedy. Most practical students
of the servant question belleve that the
only effective remedy lles In the applica-
tlon to the domestic sérvice of the same
principles and policles that govern the
employment ¢f men and women In all
othér departments of Industry. This may
oot suit the housewife, but many believe
we are coming to It

R —

ITS ROTTEN SPOT.

Polnt in the Subsidy Bill That Be-
trays Its Parpose.

New York Times

The rotten spot In the subsidy bill is
the foreign tonnage provision. The ad-
vocates of the bill not only cannot defend
that feature, they will not even tell the
truth shout I They persuade many very
Intelligent men to assent readily to the
proposition that a subsldy for the encous
agement of American shipbuliding (s
good thing. Outside of the immediate
beneficlaries of the forelign tonnage clause
can they get nobody, even a fool, to aa-
sent to tne proposition that the payment
out of our public funds of & bounty to
persons who buy thelir ships abroad is a
good thing?

Who put that clause Into the blll? Why
was it put In? Why are payments under
it restricied to forelgm ships bought or
contracted for prior to January 1, 19007
Why was the qualifying Uimit of Amer-
itan ownership In forelgn-bought vesssls
reduced from $ per ceht to El per cent?
Every one of these questions would be
fully and frankly answered If the bill
was an honest one. They ought to bs
answered for the Information of the tax
payers, whose money Ian to be uned for
the encouragement of forelgn ship-buying,

There Is another question. It is wvital,
and no Benator or meémber of Congress
ahould have the hardihood to get on nfa
feet to speak for the subsidy bill until he
was morally and statistically prepared o
answer It truthfully, How much of the
annual subsidy fund of 319,000,000 will go
to foreign-bufit ships bought or contract.
ea for prior to January 1, 1897 Wi it
be $1,000,000, $2.000.000, §5.000,000, $4,000,0007
How much of the subsidy fund will be
left for the encouragerment of shipbuild-
ing !n American yards after the persons
who were fortunate snough and far-see-
ing encugh to make their contracls a
year ago have bad thelr share of ItT

If the bill becomes a law these ques-
tions will be answared. There must be &
publle accounting for every dollar pald te
every line and every ship. If then It shall
prove that there was an ugly job In the
bill, the loud outcries of publicity wih
ring in the ears of the chisfa of the Re-
publican party night and day. There can
be no concealment then. And the out-
cries wiil be loudeat right In the middie
of the next Congressional and Presiden-
tia] campalgns.

If certaln privats gentlemen have, by
large campaign contributions, bought the
privilege of writing that thieving claume
into the subsidy bill, we admit that the
repudiation of the terma of the contract
would now subject the chiels of the party
in power to much private vilification.
But villfieation by a private committes
of 25 (s attended with far less persomas
and political Inconvenlience than denun-
clation by the majority part of 14,000,000
voters

——s.
The Chinese System of Banking.

The stranger on arriving In China ls
struck with the apparent incenvenience
of the monetary system; but a short resi-
dence tends to creats an opinlon that the
system s well adapted to the pecple, at
least in gome respeols, writes ex-Minister
Charles Denby, in the December Forum.
The fnancial business of fhe foreigmer
is done in elther Mexican dollars or In
taels, as he prefers, and his bank account
is kept in the same way. Drafts on Lon-
don are in pounds sterling. Ordlnary ac-
counts in the stores In Shanghal are kept
in Mexican doflars. The commercial busi-
nese is done moatly in taels. Ax the price
of silver varies every day, the transfer of

taels Into Mexicans is
a'iy the tael 1x worth 31 @ in Mexlcans.
Untli recently China has resisted all
chemes for the eatablishment of a mint,
understood in Western countries Yet
is said that China coined irom

years before Christ, the .reign

EF2

for the jegisiator
who created “cash.” If thers was to be
but one coin, It had necessarily to be the
amaliest :

——————
MODERN PROFHETS.

Twesntleth Century Will Be Fanny 11
All These Things Happen.

Parls letter N. Y. Commercinl-Advertiaer,
Of and on during the past weeks the
Paris press has made an amusement of

of the century to come,
eminent In aclence and [Iterature
and art, and trusted observers of the
course of contemperary history, have
been drawn with sucoess. M. Berthelot,
the chief chemist of France during the
last half-century, the friend of Renan
who l=d with him ths young Intellectuels
of IME; the membar-slect of the French
Academy to represent sclence In that
body, as Pasteur 4id In his day, has given
an opinien on practical things—on the de-
vel of machinery by the use of
motlve power. He dJdeclarss frankly
against steam, which he sayn is already
Erowing obsolete, whils slectriclty, which
Is oniy an intermediary between ths me-
terial source of energy and Its applica-
tion, will always cost too much to be-
come the motor force of common Indus-
trial Mfe. For him, the future of mo-
tor-power belongs to petroleum and to
Eusl The steam ongine will be relagated
to musrums, where other anthropological
curiosities are coliected. from the Stone™|
Age down. It will be remembered that M.
Berthelot long since predicted that the
time of chemical feeding of humanity s to
come, when we shall carry beefstesks and
breadstuffs in our vest pockats In the
shape of convenlent peliets supplying the
nscessary eleménts, carbona, asoles,
phosphates. and the rest, to nesdy tls-
sues; but this reform he does not an-
nounce for the th century. The Pasteur
people, ‘with Metschinikoff at thelr head,
have also given over promising serums (o
save from old age, but they foresss with
r ble hope dles for cancer, coB-
sumption, and the plague.
In political and social history, M. Ga-
briel Monod has prophesied grave things
of which more elementary vision has had
glilmpses for soms time past The Influ-
ence of M., Monod until recently was al-
most preponderant In France in histor-
leal studies. Hix long years at the Eoole
Normale Buperieurs, whare men lke ex-
Minister Hanotaux passed under him at
the Ecole pratique des Hautes Etudes of
the Borbonne, of which he has béen a
chief organizer, and the foundation of the
Revue Historique which wes due to him,
give him a place apart, His belonging to
& noted family of Protestant clergymen
and his pronounced stand in faver of the
innocence of Dreyfus may bave made his
name unpopular of late, but they have
scarcely lesasnad the esteem In which he
is held for judiclal moderation and
breadth of view., He announces plainly
for the twentleth century the advance
and the triumph of Soclalism.

—_— -

LET THE TARIFF ALONE.

Demand of the Steel Men Had a Par-
allel in 18560,
Chicago Tribune,

Mr. Charlea J. Harrah, the head of the
Midvale Steal Company, was before the
Industrial Commission last week, as a
witness. When he was asked as to tariff
conditions his brief answer was, “Let
the tarif alone™ That is the answer
which every head of a stesl plant will
make.

The conditions In the lron and steel In-
dustry are such that Congress cannot iet
the tariff alone unless It belleves In the
taxation of the American consumers of
the itwo metals by the manufacturers
Last month the quoted price of steel ralls
at Pittsburk was 3§ a ton, while in
Great Britaln it was 538 8. Southern pig-
iron sold for 312 a ton, and Bcotch pig for
316 It would not pay an COn-
sumer to buy the British product, éven
if there were no dutlas to be reckoned
with. There |8 however, a duty of §7 B4
?mt:u on steel ralls and of 3 a ton on plg-

These are duties which the American
stee]l and iron men say should be let alone.
Why should they be? They are not re-
quired for purposes of protection. The
Britlsh munufacturers are the ones who
atand In need of protection now. These
duties fornish the Government & trivial
revenue. Only 020 was collected last
year on Imported iron ana steel ralls. So
far as all good purposes sre concerned
Lthese dutles obsolete.

They mighi be permitted to remain to
record the fact that there once was a time
when the iron and steel industries of this
country nesded protection, wers it not
that menufacturers make so bad a use of
them. The confederated manufactursrs
are anxious the tarlit should be let alone
becauses axcessive duties makes it so much
easier for them to maintaln their present
polley of a higher scale of prices in the
home market and a lower scale In for-
eign mearkets—cheap steal for foreigners,
dear steel {or Americans.

The entreaties of these manufacturers
to let the tariff alone should be as futile
As ware the entreaties of the seceding
Bouthern Siates to “let ua alone™

Bonaparte Princes in England.
London Chronicle.

It is anmounced that the headw of the
Houss of Bonaparte, Prince Vitctor Na-
poleon and Prince Louls Napoieon, of the
Russian Army, are in England wviaiting
the Empress Eugene at Farnborough.
These Princes are & and 36 years old re-
spectiively, and both are bachelors. This
is doubtiess due to thelr position as pre-
tend a pr d t afford to
make a ad match, and exalted ladles

he had attained the throne and the age
of 4 With the late Princs Jeroms Na-
poleon and his children Bonapariism as-
sumed a new phase, as they are cob-
nected with the oid reigning famllies of
Europe, which no other hranch of the
family wus, The Princes now In Engiland
are descended from a sister of Oearge
1IT, and therefore from cur Stuarts Tu-
dors and Plantagenets, from the Kings of
Italy and Wurtemberg, and are, [n fact,
relgning

out.
T meat sin-bicated faces In the strests,
as from a blow. [ hear wild caths,
were

|
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Plumbers, ah? Weil, why didn't yom
turn off the watsr nst night?

mlﬂ.hnum";mﬂhlrlnun-
o an untimely ehd Dby freezing to
death.

There Is no Ilnl.l;;;d that Bryan's pa-
per will ever be called the Great Com-
moner.

The businesa of kidnaping is getting
money from home, and not from the kid-
naper’s home, elther,

Mr. Cudaby, of Omahs, will do wall
hereafter to take a good drink of digl-
talls before he looks through his dally
mail

Boston Is complaining about the tea
tax. It will take a tax on beans bhow-
ever, (o gause any real distrems at the
Hub.

The Cuban planters want their dutles
reduced. They ask less than the Cuban
soldiers, who wanted thelr duties abol-
ished.

Duwet's triumphs have not been with-
out thelr redeeming features, Thoy have
given Alfred Austin a vacation from his
business of writing pasans of victory.

Having evolved scedless oranges and
#eediess grapes, the pomoiogist now hag
an opportunity to achleve lasting fame
by producing a seedless watermelon.

The tide in the Transvaal is said to be
turning in favor of the British, but thus
far it ia. in the language of Teanyson,
“such a tide as moving seems aslesp.™

It s announced that Li Hung Chang
is paralyzed, Haas the thirst for sensation
become 80 great that a statesman cannot
celebrate Christmas without his condition
being cabled all over the world?

The New York Harald has besn look-
ing up the movements of the great so-
cial conter In that city. It was located
in Bowling Oreen 50 years ago, and ten
years later It had moved up to Twonty-
ninth street; ten years later up to Thirty-
ninth; ten years later up to Foriy-ninth;
ten years later up to Fifty-ninth, until
npow it is up to Bixty-ninth street. It s
anticipated that this remarkably regulnr
and systematic progression Is destined to
keep on during the coming decader by
blocks of ten, so to speak.

“Jt bas been estimated," gald a poul-
try statisticlan a day or two ago, "that
thers are about 35000000 chickens In the
United Statea. During the year 15300, al
though the year i not quite ended, they
will have produced approximately I4.000-
0,000 eggs, which represent in the neigh-
borhood of §I76,000.000. That seems a lot
of money, but just wealt a minute.” Ha
figured on a siip of paper with a peancil
“The Uving wvalue of hens at 30 cents
aplece,” he continued, “is mot far from
200 000,000, besbdes which about §130,000,000
worth of poultry Is eaten In this country
in the course of a year. Bp you see the
hen, whils a humbie “bird, cuts quite &
figure in the financlal world.”

Thare is an wusher in a Phlladeiphia
theater who Is & profsssional pallbearer
during the day. “I gel' bs says. "H 8
for every pallbearing engagement, and I
like the work It la. you wses, such &

plete and pi hange from my
theatrical employment. I must woar &
gala smile at the theater at all times, and
the gayety there, tha mirth and light-
heartedness prove very monotonous. I
long for something In gloomy black, with
a look of gloom In my eyes, and the soba
I hear, the groans, the lamentations and
the lugubrious music are very soothing to
me after the eternal heartless jollity of
tho playhouse. The two kinds of work
diversify my iife; I touch on two ex-
tremes; I moke, besides, a good deal of
money. I have made $30 a week 23 &
palibearer. At the theater my salary is
only §7 0. There are cetain perquisites at
the theater, however, perqulsites womn
through seating people, which materially
increase my income. It is not an un-
common thing smong us theatsr ushedls
to be pallbearera during the day,™

“The leadera of the independent or
native party in Honolulu have Croker
faded out of sight” asseris George .
Gear, who 8 now in Washington to com-
test the Hawallan wseat in Congress
claimed by Willcox. "The bosses In this
country are mere babes In politica com-
pared with the native Hawallan, I'l bet
Croker never dreamed of making votes
for his candidates by telling the voters
that the 'kahuna' would get them If they
didn't watch out. No, the ‘kaliuna’ Is an
institution peculiar to Hawall, and his
tnduction into politics \s something of an
inmovation. The ‘knhuna’ s a person,
sither man or woman, who Is suppossd
to have power to pray other peopls to
death. Thelir feld in the past has been
rather limited, it being neccessary to sin-
gle out the persom against whom tha
prayers of death were to be directed, but
to meet Lhe exigencles of the recent elec-
tion thelr powers were .broadened to
wholesale size, and shortly befors Novem-
ber § word was passed out that all the
kahunas' on the lslands would be sat
to praying for the death of natives who
falied to vots for the independent tickst,
The result? Well, Wilcox was elected,
waan't heT*

—_—eeee————
The End of Humanity.

Chicago Tribune.

Professor T. J, J. See, tha well-known
astronomer, in charge of the telescope &t
the Naval Observatory In Washington,
hag been making calculations to ascertain
bow long It will take the sun 1o De eX-
tiaguisned and “wander vacant in (he
iayless space,” which, of course, must
tnvolve the destruction of mankind by
the jainless process of fressing to dealR.
That 18 the professor’s theory, which ha
pralers to the one maintained by soma
other sclentists that the earth’s populs-
tlon will be destroyed by fire or colllsion,
Huving established the manner of de-
structlon, Professor Bee next calenlates
how long mankind will exist on the earth,
and finds it to be L0008 years after
which s darkened, frozen earth will con-
tinus to go through the useless routine of
tovolving around the darkened sun, and
the whols sblar system “‘will be bathed
in perpetus] night™ The only cheerful
phase of the professor’s prediction ls the
generous limit he aliows mankind, snd
himself, for no one can contradict him
now. It ls always wise in making predic-
tions of dlsaster to nssign & time as far




