
MEANS MUCH TO FARMERS

THIS IS TRUE OF COMING SESSION

OF STATE AGRICULTURISTS.

Topics of Moment to Trade "Will Be
Discussed, and an Interesting

Programme Is Assured.

SALEM, Dec 25. Great will be the ben-

efits to accrue to the farmers of "Western
Oregon from the second annual session
of the Oregon Fanners' Congress, to be
beld in this city, beginning January 8.

"With each succeeding year fanning is
more and more recognized as an occupa-
tion which must be made a study, and
which must be intelligently conducted it
it would be made a success. In no other
way can information of practical use be
gained so well as by means of a farmers'
congress, at which the practical farmer
and the theoretical fanner meet and dis-

cuss the important questions that are pre
sented by agricultural experience. A free
and serious discussion between these two
classes of men cannot result otherwl3e
than in the development of many facta
of no small moment .to the farmers of
Oregon. Many a modest tiller of the soil
lias learned valuable lessons by expe-

rience, which he does not consider worth
telling to his neighbors. His ideas seem
60 commonplace to him as not to be
worth publication. But when the result
of his experience has been brought out
through a general discussion started by a

j:aper farmer." others will appreciate
the value of the lessons he has learned
and will profit thereby. The conservative-"dir- t

farmer," who takes pride In his
"practical" methods. Is inclined to hold
the "paper farmer" In contempt. But the
latter Is really the leader in progressive
agriculture. His theories do not always
work out in practice, but he starts move-men- ts

which, if guided largely by the
men whose labors have resulted in cal-

loused palms, will bring about a better
and more profitable system of farming.

The "paper farmers" of today are vastly
different from the men who bore that ap-

pellation 20 years ago. Our agriculturists
who advance theories test those theories
by,, practical experiments and demonstrate
the truth or fallacy of the Ideas they ao
vance. Their experiments are such as
are not possible to be made by the aver-cg- e

farmer. But the information there-
by gained Is of greatest value to the men
who gain a livelihood by producing food
fcr those who follow other occupations.
This Information can be given to the peo-r'- .e

through pamphlets or newspapers,
tut it is of the greatest utility when
r resented at a meeting of farmers, where
the details of tho subjects may be thor-
oughly discussed, and where any dlfllcurt
points may be explained.

It Is for such purposes as this that the
Farmers' Congress was at first organize
and Is now continued. At the session last
Winter, some very valuable papers, treat-Ir- g

of timelv topics were read by men
who had made careful study of their sub-
jects. The papers were very highly com-

mended by the large number of practical
farmers who were present, and the dis-

cussions that were had were very lnter-est'n- g

and profitable. Most of the papers.
In fact, were prepared by men of practical
experience In this state and California.

The greatest and most lasting gooo,
however, does not come from the Imme-

diate gathering of farmers. The leading
dally newspapers and the weekly or
monthly farm papers hnd a force of re-
porters present, and full reports of the
papers and discussions were printed.
Thus the Information that was presented
In the first Instance to a few hundrea
people was scattered to every home In all
Oregon. But this could not have been ac-

complished but for the congress. Tho
carefully prepared papers are but the
foundations for the discussions, and thr
whole taken together is what makes a
valuable report to present to farmers In
printed form.

Henry B. Thlelsen, secretary of the con-
gress. lsnow preparing the programme
for the coming meeting. He anticipates
being able to assure the people as good a
series of papers as was read before the
last session, and expects soon to announce
a prograrnme. In his work he has the
support and assistance of all who are
truly interested in the agricultural Indus-
tries of the state, and this united effort
will make the congress a success.

WILL OT TO PAT FOR TREES.

They Cnmc From Oregon Instead of
Irinho. ni Represented.

COLFAX, Wash., Dec 24. The Jury
yesterday brought in a verdict In favor
of the defendant in the case of F. W.
Settlcmler against TV. "V Ewlng. a suit
on a promissory note for $1400. The plain-
tiff's complaint alleges that In the Spring
of 1R93 Defendant W. V. Ewlng purchased
from the Mix Companv. who conducted a
nursery at Moscow. Idaho. 40 prune trcs,
anl gave a note for $1400 In payment there-
for: that prior to the maturity of said
rote the Mix Company assigned and trans,
ferred said note to the plaintiff. Defend-
ant's answer stated that in the Spring
of 1S93 the Mix Company Induced defend-
ant to purchase 4000 prune trees. The Mix
Company. It is alleged, sold the trees with
the agreement that they had been grown
at Moscow, Idaho, when In fact the trees
were grown in a nurscrv at Woodburn,
Or., and were not good for growth In
Whitman County. Washington. Defend-
ant alleged that the Mix Company had
a small nursery at Moscow, but had no
prune trees grown In said nursery, and
that said Sttlemler had a large nursery
In Woodburn, Or., where he had a large
number of prune trees, and that knowing
that said prune, trees were of no value for
salq or growth in Whitman County, ow-
ing to the difference of climate between
Oregon and Whitman County, the said
Settlemler entered into a conspiracy with"
the Mix Company, whereby the Mix Com-
pany would sell said prune trees as the
product of the Mix nursery, and would
then assign the notes received for said
trees to said plaintiff.

Request of Pnbllc Granted.
FOREST GROVE, Or., Dec 25. The

proposition of E. W. Haines to furnish
this place with lights and water will be
published in the Forest Grove Times, in
response to the request of property-owner- s.

It has been proposed to discontinue
tho system owned by the town, in the
interest of economy, as Mr. Haines offer
was generally .considered to be much
cheaper. The Council had given his prop-csltl-

favorable consideration, though
not In an authoritative way. It did not
care to go against the wishes of the
people, however, and readily honored a
petition to have the offer printed. The
question Is the one topic of discussion
here, and it is hard to tell what action
will be taken In the matter.

At Astoria.
ASTORIA. Or., Dec. 23. Christmas

day in Astoria was one of the quietest
in its history. It was a home day with
every business house closed. The usual
services at the churches were very elab-
orate, and the decorations of each were
magnificent. The churches were crowd-
ed during the different sen-ices-

.

A Prolific Covr.
HEPPNKR. Or.. Dec 25. E. E. Beaman,

of Heppner. has a Hereford cow that has
had three calves within the past 10
months, and all are alive and tarirty, the
mast recent event being twins.

Washington Industries."
An ammonia plant is proposed at Spo-

kane.
Aberdeen has a new industry in the

form of a puzzle-ma- p factory.
It is estimated that 2800 bales &f hops

axe in the hands of producers in Yakima
County.

The Rica Fish Company, of Falrhaven,

is curing a large quantity of halibut, the
first ever prepared in this way at th
bay. The fish came from Caska Bay,
Alaska.

The monthly pay rolls of the industries
of Everett shows the aggregate amount
of 5136.1S0 per month, or 51,500,000 per year,
as against 5G4.O00 per month at the time
of the old boom in 1892.

Marysvllle'H latest shingle firm, Dono-ghu- e,

Robinson & Co., will establish an
electric plant In its mill. It has already
begun to get the mill in shape to start
early in the year. A double block ma-
chine will be installed, the dryhouse en-

larged and other improvements made
Sol G. Simpson and A. H. Anderson are

the promoters of what is to be the second
largest logging camp In the state. The
camp Is located on Hood's Canal. The
equipment of the logging railway for this
camp Includes three locomotives, one
weighing SO tons and the others 30 tons
each.

W. W. Walte, of Colfax, has constructed
and applied for a patent for a hand and
power rock drill. The machine is de-
signed to do the work on the face of a
ledge of from six to ten men. It carries
a revolving drill, with two heavy ham
mers to strike it eight times in one revo-
lution of the crank.

S. A. Hering, general agent of the Fruit-
growers' Express, states that there has
been shipped from Washington this sea-
son over 1000 carloads of apples. The
minimum carload Is 500 boxes, making a
total shipment of over EO0.O00 boxes. At
the local market price of 60 cents per
box, the total shipment represents 52a0,-00- 3.

The new Somervllle saw mill, west or
Napavlne, is being pushed to completion
as rapidly as possible. The line of the
tram road has been cleared and the plank
Is being hauled for the roadbed. When
completed the road will be about two and
a half miles long and will have cost
something over 53000.

It is estimated that fully 40,000 bushels
of wheat were shipped from Walla Walla
last week over the O. R-- & N. to Port-
land, and that perhaps the same amount
during the past 10 days has been sentj
to Tacoma over the Northern Pacmc inis
relieves the grain belt of the Walla Walla
Valley of approximately S0.OM bushels or
grain, which was supposed to be either
waiting for the opening of Spring or be-

ing held for a rise.
The Spokane Falls & Northern steam

shovel Is doing heavy work In procuring
gravel for ballasting purposes In the rail-
road yards at Northport. The shovel Is
south of town, and the gravel train make
several trips, to the yards between regular
trains dally. Two additional sidetracks
have been laid the full length of the rail-
road yaTd, and a force of 73 men is en-

gaged In ballasting and leveling the
ground between the tracks.

There are 51 cars loaded with steel rails
en route to their destination at Sumas
for the Belllngham Bay & British Colum-
bia extension. The new road will extend
from Sumas to Maple Creek a distance of
IS miles. The track will probably be com-
pleted by March 1, 190L Some work has
been done between Maple and Boulder
Creek. The steel bridge will be SO feet
long and 50 feet high. The stone abut-
ments are already completed, and the ma-
terial for the bridge is now at Sumas.

George Hume, a farmer living a mile
southeast of Glenwood, reports that ho
has found good oil' indications on his land.
He has resided on this farm for the last
20 years, and during this time has used
water from a spring close to the house.
Last Summer the spring was cleaned, and
afterward the water was unfit for use.
Lately It has been noticed that the wa-
ter in the spring pool has been covered
with oil, and this has been skimmed off,
and has been found to burn as readily as
any of the crude oils.

The Washington Irrigation Company
has announced an increase in the prices
of lands under the Sunnyslde canal after
January 1. The former price of 530 an
acre, including water rights, will be re-

scinded and all lands held at 535 an acre.
When the canal was completed the land
,was,held at $55 an acre, and many sales
were made. The purchasers were chiefly
Eastern men. who did not understand Irri
gation. They made failures of the work,
and some of them left discouraged. The
canal company has about 30,000 acres un-
sold.

Nelson Rich has taken the contract lor
constructing rock work for endless chain
wheels In the Columbia River for irrigat-
ing Long Island. The island Is on the
Washington side of the Columbia, a few
miles below Umatilla, and contains a
largo acreage. It Is estimated that rully
5000 acres can be placed under cultivation
by means of water wheels for lifting the
water to the surface The Island Is owned
by a Walla Walla syndicate, of which Dr.
E. G. Blalock is at the head. The land
is to be used for growing early fruits
and vegetables for market.

A few years ago a man residing at Su-

mas discovered a peculiar variety or
quartz on a small mountain near that
town. He secured a specimen of th
quartz, and had It tested by an expe-
rienced geologist, who pronounced it to be
an excellent quality of white glass. About
1500 pounds of this quartz was shipped to
the smelter at Tacoma. and the test was
very gratifying. Later, a man named
Russell, representing the Ottawa Glass
Company, of Illinois, learned of the dis-
covery, and made a special trip here to
examine It. He pronounced it equal to
the famous Belgian quartz from which
flrst-cla- ss plate glass Is manufactured.
There are millions of tons of this quarts
In the mountain which can be trans-
formed Into plate glass.

QUAINT FORM OF PROTEST

Channel Islander Invoke an Old
Custom to Get Lejrnl Redress.

London Dally Mall.
The quaint old Norman custom of pro-

claiming the Clameur de Haro was per-
formed recently by Mr. H. Turner, one of
the principal rate-paye- rs of Guernsey.
The dispute concerned the legality of an
election. Mr. Turner was vociferously
cheered after the proceedings. Sinking on
one knee, Mr. Turner repeated the words,
"Haro, O mon prince, a mon aide on me
fait tort," three times. The words are
supposed to signify: "Oh, Rollo, my
Prince, succor me: I am wronged.

The Clameur de Haro is tantamount to
invoking a summary injunction to stay
proceedings. and Is exercised by any per-
son who thinks his land rights are In-
fringed by another person. After the
Clameur the person stated to be Infring-
ing Is bound to respect the Injunction
and desist from trespass until the matter
has been Judicially settled. In this re-
spect It is thought that the last Invoca-
tion was wrongly applied.

It is supposed that the Clameur is ad-
dressed to Rollo, the first and great Duke
of Normandy, who was celebrated for his
strict and Impartial justice. Any person
who exerciser the right has to swear an
affidavit attested by two witnesses,
which he presents t& the bailiff of the
Island. The matter is then entered for
Judgment.

An Emigrant.
Jane Barlew In the Athenaeum.

"Usque adeo quIMdam preprlum neturoque
reqitlrit."

Is she asleep, asleep
Alone. In fair far land?

Lulled with the murmur's r deep
And shadowy waters keep

Fast by the flower-li- t strand.
Is she asleep, asleep?

If she awake, awake
On shore.

Be sure her heart will break
Fer the old sad voices' sake.

That reach to her m raore.
If she must Wake, must wake.

Ah! guard her dream, her dream.
Though sengs call Withe aad clear

Abut the enchanted stream;
Lest reff In seoth she seem

Of all she loves to hear.
Rest she adreara. adream.
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FISHERIES OF ALASKA

REPORT OX SEAL AXD SALMON IN-

DUSTRIES.

Unless Latter Is Properly Restricted,
Fish Will Soon Disappear From

Waters of the Rcclon.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 19. A review or
the year's operations In regard to the
seal and salmon fisheries of Alaska forms
the great bulk of the annual report of
Supervising Special Agent W. S. Chance,
of the Treasury Department, for the past
fiscal year. His reviews are quite brief,
and are here quoted:

Seal Fisheries of Alaska.
"The annual report of the agent in

charge of the seal fisheries of Alaska
for the last fiscal year has not been re
ceived, but a preliminary report states
that thp lpsspes of thn senllnir rlfrhto nn

bad

inhabitants,

May 1,

a

1S79,

the Pribllof Islands have 22.476 seal- - J and be disbursed
skins during the season 1HS, including their on the orders

rejected as defective dnuring the agents of charge or
1S99. Unofflclal state that Islands. The lessees also required to

during the season Just closed the lessees connected with the

GALLERY OF NEW MEMBERS OF OREGON LEGISLATURE.

HAHN, REPRESENTATIVE FROM CLATSOP

ASTORIA. 25. John Hahn, Representative from Clatsop was In Hesse-Cass-

Germany, in 1846. of 14 home, arrived In New York in
Spring of 1SC1. Just broken out. business was at a In

Thousands of walked unable to secure employment, while other
thousands, among them young Hahn. worked 18 a day for their In 18GG

enlisted In Fourth United States Artillery, fought Indians In South
West. He served eight years. Hahn to Astoria In 1S73, slnco re-

sided here. He Is a srosprous shoe merchant.
Hahn first elected to public office In 1S77. he was chosen Councilmen. He

held office until 1SS0, when was elected Mayor of city on a reform 18SS ha
was elected on Republican ticket to In was elected Police

serving city in that capacity four In June he was elected to
on ticket, defeating Republican candidate by a large

took smaller seals than have ever before
been taken skins. This doubtless ac
counts the Increase over last year's
catch, and likely to result In a. dimin
ished catch next year.

"The report of the agent charge at j

the Seal Islands for the year 1899, which
was received at the department until
January last, stated that careful observa-
tion and comparison with previous condi-
tions indicated that the seal life In 1&

was 20 per cent less than in 1S9S, and at-
tributed such decrease the effect of
pelagic sealing. agent of the Fish
Commission, who had had previous ex-
perience In the study at seal life and who
visited the Pribllof Islands during the sea.

Just closed, reports a decrease of seal
llfe the rookeries as compared with ,

former years, and states that this wa
made manifest actual counts each year
of the young seals born on certain rook-
eries, by photographs the larger masses
of seals, and charts showing the area
occupied the herds on each rookery.

"The report of the operations of
British sealing fleet Indicate that 26 Brit-
ish vessels engaged In pelagic sealing
during the season of 1S99. Their Spring
catch numbered 10.47L Tney took 23.2S4

seals In Behrlng Sea. and 89 In the vi-

cinity of the Copper Islands, and secured
S92 taken the natives Alaska, mak-
ing their total catch the season 35,316
skins, of which the British authorities re-

port 55 per cent were females.
"It will observed that this was much

In excess of the catch of the British fleet
during the season of 1S9S, when the pelagic
catch was 2S.552, but this Increased catch
shows nothing of the size of the seal herd,
which In migration along the north-
west coast follows a well-denn- and
not greatly extended route, occupies
an equally definite but more closely lim-
ited feeding area In Behrlng Sea, making
tho task of the pelagic sealers a simple
one The sealing vessels simply follow
along with the moving seals, and, as the
latter diminish, the area occupied is slm
ply diminished. The increase In
pelagic catch of 1S99 was cniefly on
feeding banks In Behrlng Sea, which
regularly frequented by the mother seals
In August and

"Reports from the United States Consul
at Victoria, B. state that during the
Spring season of 1500. 33 British vessels
took 7161 male and female seals, and

the which was not reported.
16.149 In all; that during the Summer sea-
son of 1900, 35 British vessels captured
6944 male and 9920 female, and seals
the of which Is not stated, or 17,13
In all; and that the Copper catch,
not Included in the above, numbered 134

male and 74 female seals, a total
.r.vi iinnOlntal crnttvs.Ao Ifr... le tna.nail ....1 lUlU 4.AUM.t&Al ..3

the Indian canoe catch for the current
year the prohibited .area numbered 1321

seals, making the total pelagic catch
tho current year 35,191 seals.

"The annual report of the agent in
oViot-!- - of tfcn Telan. fnr 1RM Shows
that the earnings of the natives for their
labor In killing seals and foxes, amount-
ing to 510.411, were properly disbursed for
their support on the orders of the agents
of the denartment, as was the sum of
$19,500 appropriated their maintenance,
excepting 541S5 thereof expended for fuel
for their use, and an unexpected balance

5399 62. These sums were found suffi-
cient for the preservation of the health
and comfort these people, who without
such support would be almost destitute.
They employed by the lessees of
island all of the labor required on
the islands except skilled labor. The ac-
counts expenditures for their main-
tenance under the appropriation for the
last fiscal year .are in process of settle-
ment.

"Schools for the native children on
Seal Islands maintained by the les-
sees, who also employ capable physicians
for the preservation of their health, and
In respects they properly cared
for. The census the native inhabitants
shows on June 30. 1S99. 'there were on

Paul Island S9 males and females,
and George 49 males and 60

females, a total popuatlon of 312, and an
Increase 12 over the year previous. In
June last an epidemic of la grippe caused
the death of seven natives on Paul
Island and a like number on George
Island.

a view to the promotion of the

fox industry on the Pribllof Islands,
connection with which tho lessees al-

ready Incurred considerable expense, and
in the interest of the native
on May 2, 1900, the advice of the solic-
itor of the Treasury, the North American
Commercial Company, lessees of seal-
ing privileges for a period of 20 years
ending 1910, were granted a lease
of the unoccupied and unproductive por-
tions said islands, period of five
years, for the purpose or domesticating
and propagating the animal
known as the blue fox.

"Such action was authorized the pro-
visions of the sundry civil appropriation

of March 3, relating to unoccu-
pied and unproductive property of tne
United States under the control of the
Secretary the Treasury, and section
1939, revised statutes, which made the
Islands of Paul and St. George. Alas-
ka, a special reservation for Government
purposes under the control of the Secre-
tary of the Treasury. Under the provis-
ions of such lease the lessees are required
to pay as rental the sum 55 every
blue fox skin and 51 for every white fox
skin obtained on the islands, which sums

taken tlve inhabitants to for
of maintenance of the

526 sea- - the department In said
son of reports are

pay all expenses prop- -
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agatlon of the foxes, and to employ only
native labor In connection therewith.

"Under the provision of the law referred
to above 12 unoccupied Islands in Alas
kan waters were leased to Individuals
during the last fiscal year, for the prop
agatlon of foxes, at an annual rental ot
5103 each, and the sum of 51200 on ac-
count thereof has been covered Into the
treasury.

Salmon Fisheries of Alaska.
"The agent for the protection of the sal-

mon fisheries of Alaska, In a preliminary
report, states that the use of the revenue
cutter Perry for his transportation a
month earlier than usual enabled him dur
ing the season of 1900 to personally ln- -
spect 45 of the 4S salmon canneries and
salterles In Alaska, and that the three
not Inspected are located In Bristol Bay,
where navigation was found to be extra
hazardous at the time that section was
visited. The Inspection trip Involved a
voyage of over 7000 miles. The ottlcer
referred to estimates the pack of salmon
for the current season at upwards of

L 1.400.000 cans, an Increase of fully 300,000

cans over the pack of last year, the
greater part of such Increase occurring
at Bristol Bay.

"On May 2, 1900, under the authority con-
tained in section. 179, chapter 12, act of
March 3, 1S99. entitled, 'an act to deflne
and punish crimes In the District of Alas-
ka and to provide a code of criminal pro-
cedure for said district, regulations for
the better protection of the salmon fish-
eries of Alaska were promulgated, where-
by tho use of traps was forbidden; the
wanton destruction of salmon was de-

clared to be unlawful, making applicable
thereto the penalties provided for specific
violations of the act referred to; and
each person, company, or corporation
taking salmon In Alaskan waters was
required to establish and conduct, at or
near the fisheries operated by him
them, a suitable artificial propagating
plant or hatchery, to produce yearly and
place in the natural spawning waters of
each fishery red salmon fry equal to at
least four times the number of mature
fish taken, and to make annual report ot
the operations of such hatchery. "Experi-
enced officers of the Government have
repeatedly reported that the fishing of
salmon in Alaskan waters Is excessive

-j and In Instances wasteful, and that un--
less the same Is properly restricted and
fostered the salmon will soon disappear
from the waters of Alaska.

"The following is a statement of the
number of skins of animals
from Alaska entered at ports on tho Pa-
cific Coast during the last fiscal year, as
reported by collectors of customs, viz.:

. -
, 35S farxen 327
i e?;.""" iffink ..I":"""!

Black bear irfiErmlne 5S6

Brown bear 140;Uuskrat 1002
J Polar bear Sj Musk ox 14

LnciaSSIneO. 132 Lynx 1

Black fox I fcoir 13
Stiver-gra- y fox. 43 Hair seal 60
Bed fox 619, pur seal (caught
Cross fox 941 below lat 33 deg.
White fox 404 N.) 1
Blue ox 2S2 Unclassified IS
Unclassified 936 Deer 75

"Unless provision Is made for the pro-

tection of the game and ani-
mals of Alaska they are likely soon to
become extinct, to the great disadvantage
of the native hunters and their families."

Salvation Army Changes.
BOSTON. Dec 25. Lieutenant-Colon-el

"William J. Cozens, divisional chief of the
New England department of the Salva
tion Army, with a considerable portion of

Til? staff, has been transferred by Com-
mander Booth-Tucke- r, the head ot
the Army In America, to Philadelphia,
whence Colonel Cozens will command the
division, including Pennsylvania, the Dis-

trict of Columbia. Maryland. Delaware,
West Virginia and a part of New Jersey.
This change was made at the council of
the 10 divisional officers of the United
States, in New York, a little 'more than
a week ago, but has not been known here.
Lieutenant-Colon- el Evans, of San Fran-
cisco, and his father, Lieutenant-Colon- el

Richard Evans, will assume the direction
of the work of the Salvation Army in
New England a few days after Colonel
Cozens leaves.

TO CONQUER THE POLES

MOST DETERMINED ASSAULT
HISTORY.

Peary's Dash the Most Interesting:
Feature What Sverdrnp Has

Been Dolncr a Mystery.

Boston Transcript.
Never In the history of polar explora-

tion has there been such a determined as-
sault on the frozen regions which sur-
round the poles as will be made next
year. No less than a dozen expeditions
will be at work In the Arctic and the
Antartic circles. Of these, three already

'are In the North, six others are prepar
ing to start that way, while two

parties and one more or less well
provided for will plunge Into the terra
Incognita of the South.
EXPEDITIONS NOW IN AKCTIC REGIONS.

Leader aad XaMcnallt). Vessel.
Lieutenant Peary, American Windward
Captain S verd-u- p, Norwegian Fram
Robert Stein. American

EXPEDITIONS GOING NORTH IN 1301.
Duke of the Abruzzl, Italian
FridtJof Nansen. Norwtplan (to work with

Abruzzl)
Captain Dernier. Canadian Building
Evelyn B. Baldwin, American

Two ste&m whalers to be purchased
Admiral Makaron. Russian

Yermak
Adam Paulsen. Swedish
EXPEDITIONS GOING TO THE ANTARCTIC
Professor Gregory. British Dlscoery
Dr. Erich von DryKalskl. German Building
William S. Bruce. Scottish

Peary has been !n the Arctic regions
two years, and his avowed purpose Is to
reach the pole. Captain Sverdrup also has
been In the North for two years, and
so far as his plans are known he con
templates the exploration of the northern
and hitherto unexplored of In was a purely scientific

expedition north whereas Peary's wa3
In 1S99 with the intention of exploring
Ellesmere Land. Abruzzl and Nansen. It
Is understood, arc to and the
only part of their programme made pub-
lic Is the proposed rescue of three mn
Abruzzl was compelled to abandon In his
recent expedition. Baldwin will lead a
large expedition, using two steamers, and
the objective point Is the pole. Admiral
Makaroffs expedition will be unique In
Arctic annals In that a new force the
great Icebreaker Termnk will be used to
conquer the mysteries of the North. Paul-
sen merely proposes to study the northern
lights. The British. German and Scottish
expeditions to the Antarctic will work In
conjunction, and will engage In purely
scientific research.

Peary's Dmh for the Pole.
iFeary's proposed dash to the pole Is of

all the Arctic expeditions the most Inter-
esting to Americans and the world. His
chances of success are better perhaps thrn
any of the preceding or proposed expedi-
tions. Up to a certain high latitude his
path Is a familiar one to him. He has
spent the greater portion of 10 years In the
Arctic regions, and although up to now he
has not been able to either
Nansen or Abruzzl. he has accumulated
an experience that particularly fits him
for the great task before him. Peary's
two magnificent marches across the
Greenland Icecap In 1S92 and 1S95 are mat
ters of history. He started on his pres-
ent expedition from St. John's Newfound-
land, in July, 1S93. bound for Osborne
Fiord. In Kennedy Channel, an extreme
northing for a ship. The conditions of Ice
and weather proved unfavorable, and his
vessel, the "Windward, was frozen up near
Cape DurvIUe a month later, and wintered
there, falling short of her objective by
150 miles. But Peary was undaunted, and
speedily devised a plan adaptable to the
altered conditions. He determined on a
land march to Fort Conger, the home of
the Greely expedition at Lady
Franklin Bay, which had been 15 years
Isolated, and from there he would attempt
his poleward march. He started for Fort
Conger In the last days of December, 1598,

with his two companions Dr. Dederlck
and Mathew Hensen (a colored man). On
New Year's day a snow storm beset them
and they lost their way. Three of their
five Eskimo teamsters deserted them, with
the food sledges, and they were driven to
eating some of the few dogs which re-

mained. At on January 6, they found
the abandoned Greely station and made
themselves as comfortable as could be
expected, but Peary's feet had been frost-
bitten during the storm, and seven of
his toes had to be amputated. This mis-
chance destroyed all prospects of a polar
campaign for that season, but Peary

bnever thought of relinquishing his pur
pose, and as soon as he was sufficiently
recovered to be tied to his sled he had
himself drawn hither and thlthtr that he
might familiarize himself with the condi-
tions he would have to face In the north
ern portion of Grinnell Land when he re-
turned there later. The "Windward wa3
freed In August, 1S99, after a year's Im-
prisonment, and he retired by her to
Etah. near Cape York, the entrance gate
to the desolate northland. Etah Is the
home of the Eskimo, who provided him"
with men and dogs, and among them he
decided to spend the Winter of 0,

sending the ship back to St. John's, New-
foundland, for new machinery.

Peary's plan was to wait at Etah until
February of this year, collecting dogs and
preparing for his grand advance. It was
then his intention to cross to Cape Sabine
and work north along the coast to Fort
Conger. He cleared a track along tne
Ice pool for the greater portion of the way
last season, and had cashed stores at all
of the principal headlands, with boats at
two points, so that emergencies of al-

most every sort were provided for. With
the aid of the natives he expected to be
able to transport to Fort Conger a suffi-
ciency of supplies for the Summer's use
by the end of March. Dr. Kann. of the
Stein expedition, who recently returned to
Dundee from Ellesmere Land, reports that
Peary for some reason, probably the loss
of his dogs, had not started north for
Cape Conger until August of this year,
months after the appointed- - time. As
suming that he reached Fort Conger last
Fall. It Is not probable that he will at-
tempt to reach the, Pole this Winter, but
will wait for Spring. It Is Peary's in-

tention' on leaving Fort Conger to go
overland to Cape Hecla, the most north-
erly point on GrlnnelL Land, just be
yond the eighty-secon- d parallel of north
latitude. Here he will establish his last
depot and It make his dash toward
tho Pole. This last stage of his Journey
will be begun with two of his American
comrades and 10 of the most active or
the Eskimos, together with the strongest
teams of dogs he can command. If as
suggested he has lost many of his dogs,
his plans may be seriously Interfered
with.

He has devised an ingenious scheme for
making this little force as mobile as the
conditions will permit. Each sled will be
stocked with a complete outfit of pro- -

f visions exactly as though It were the only
store from which the explorers had to
draw. All hands will use from It until it
has been emptied, then it will be sent
back to Fort Hecla In charge of Its Es-
kimo driver and drawn by only two of the
dogs. The other dogs will be attached to
the remaining sleds. This process will
be repeated until the party has been re-
duced to three Americans who, with the
remaining dogs and sleds, will make the
final dash alone. It will be seen that
this plan Involves the gradual weeding
out of the most Inefficient men and dogs
and the strengthening of the party at
each stage of the Journey. Economy or
strength and provisions will be the prime
factor after leaving Fort Hecla. One
weak man or too many mouths to reed
might render the quest unsuccessful when
victory was almost within grasp. Conse-
quently Peary's scheme of covering the
450 miles that lay between his advanced
base at Cape Hecla and the goal of. his
ambition seems the best It Is possible
to devis. If he fails to reach the Pole
he may yet exceed Nansen's and Abruz-zl'-3

records, which will be some consola-
tion to him. It may be remarked here

that Peary knows nothing whatever or
Abruzzl's success in reaching S6 deg. 33
min. north, beating Nansen's record by
19 min., but still thinks that Nansen holds
the record. Peary figures on consuming
60 days on his dash from Cape Hecla to-

ward the Pole and return to that base
40 going and 20 returning. Of course he
would abandon his sleds on his return,
and a detachment of the party left at
Cape Hecla would advance to meet him
with new supplies. Should Peary fall
to reach the Pole he probably will
abandon forever polar exploration, as 12

years of this sort of work are calculated
to undermine the strongest constitution.
Whether Peary crowns his ambition by
reaching the Pole or not, his fame as
one of the most Intrepid and Indefatiga-
ble of Arctic explorers is secure. He has
gone at his work In a systematic "way

that has resulted In the accumulation of
an Immense amount of data of value to
science If not to the world at large.

Mystery of Sverdrap's Trip.
Sverdrup, Nansen's navigator. In the

Fram, Nansen's old ship in which ha
failed to drift over the pole-- , also Is in
the north, near Peary. Indeed, he is too
near Peary for the tatter's peace of
mind, and the Jealousy which developed
when Sverdrup first announced his Inten-xentl-

to explore the region which Peary,
with a certain amount of Justice, holds
to be his particular preserves, has in-

creased with time and the crossing of
the paths of the two parties. Peary's
plan of campaign was spread broadcast
over the world long before Sverdrup'a
Intention to explore the region north of
Greenland was made known. It can read-
ily be seen that Peary and his friend3
were greatly annoyed when it was an-
nounced that Sverdrup would work In
thit vicinity. So warm did the contro-
versy become that in April. 1S3S, Sverdrup
formally disclaimed any intention of in-

terfering with Peary either in obtaining
dogs, hiring Eskimos or In the nature
of his explorations. He said In effect that
nis plan for exploring the region north
of Greenland was formed late In 1S&5, be-

fore he had heard anything of Peary's
Intentions; that it differed from Peary's

eastern coast that It
Stein's went dltion. watchword

last,

from

Either the pole or death"' Sverdrup
was to trivel on skies, while Peary trav-
eled on sleds and utilized Eskimos; last-
ly Sverdrup's experience In crossing
Greenland on the Inland ice and hU.
Journey on the Fram were cited as show,
ing that he was capable of forming his
own plans and depending on his own ex-

periences in any work that he might un
dertake. Very little was known of the
details of Sverdrup's plans beyond the
fact that in a general way they seemed
much like those mapped out by Peary.
He started on the Fram m 1S2S with 12
people all told. The vessel was provi-
sioned for flvel years. Sverdrup was less
lucky than Peary at the beginning, the
Fram being frozen In a few miles north
of Cape Sabine and 60 miles south of the
Windward.

Foiled for the time being In his scheme
for a far North expedition, he turned hl3
attention to Ellesmere Hinterland, and
with considerable success. Dr. Kann. of
the Stein expedition. reports coming
across his flags In the portion of that
region visUed by him and his associates.
Peiry met him early In 1S99 returning to
Etah for dogs In preparation for his con-
templated Journey round the north boun-
dary of Greenland to Cape Bismarck on
the east coast. This eastern coast of
Greenland Is entirely unknown, and if
he succeeds In mapping it he will have
rendered a distinctive service to Arctic
discovery. Having secured his comple-
ment of dogs, he sailed north on August
16, 1S99, since which nothing has been
heard from him. It will be seen that he
precedes Peary north by nearly a year.
When the Sverdrup and Peary parties
separited In August, 1S99, It was Sver-
drup's Immediate purpose to explore the
land and water In and around Jones'
Sound beyond Cape Eden. He probably
wintered In Jones' Bay and continued
to work north last Spring and Summer.
As the details of his plans and pur-
pose are not known- - no conjecture as to
where he now Is could be relied on, but
If his equipment were adequate It Is
not Impossible that he has departed from
the original broad proposition of ex-

ploring the north coast of Greenland and
made an attempt to touch farthest north.
There seems to be little prospect of hear-
ing from him in any event until next
Summer, and If he carries out his an-

nounced programme of encircling the
northern part of Greenland It may be an-

other year before he returns.
Bernler's Proposed Drift.

Of the several expeditions which start
north next year one of the best considered
perhaps from the point of theoretical ef-

fectiveness will be that of Captain Bernler,
a veteran navigator, who is to conduct the
first distinctively Canadian party into the
Arctic regions. Bernler's vessel will be
built on the lines of the Fram, but will be
of mild steel Instead of wood. It being the
explorer's theory that a steel vessel's sides
can be heated from within, allowing It to
rise from the Ice pressure, whereas a
wooden vessel would be crushed. He does
not believe that there Is any land near the
pole that would Interfere with the drift of
ice fields over the place where It is located.
Bernler proposes to sail from Vancouver
about June 1, for Bering Straits. Siberia's
coast will be skirted as far as the New
Siberian Islands. Sannlkof Land and
North Bennett Island will be surveyed, and
the work of the Jeannette's crew com-
pleted. A northwesterly course then will
be taken, and It is hoped that Winter j

quarters will be taken up within 500 mllc3
of the pole. Fastened In the ice, Bernler
hopes to do what Nansen failed to acco-
mplishdrift across or near the pole. Mean-
while the livestock that has been brought
with them will be slaughtered, and, to-

gether with all of the game that the ex-

plorers can kill, will be stored on the Ice
alongside the vessel. Bernler does not ex-

pect that his vessel will drift exactly over
the pole, but he plans to keep track of
the drift and to counteract It by establish-
ing a series of observation stations on the
Ice farther and farther to the east as the
expected westerly drift carries the ship
away from the direct line north.

These observation stations will consti
tute one of the main features of the expe-
dition. Not only will they be sighted from
one another, but they will be connected
by telephonelc communication, supple-
mented by a", system of wireless telegra-
phy. The flagstaff of these stations will
be composed of hollow aluminium pipes,
two or three inches in diameter, contain-
ing emergency supplies of food. These
pipes will be 18 feet high. Each station
will be supplied with ther-
mometer and barometer. Five of them
at least are to be established, and If this
eastward extension of communication for
50 miles is found by observation, not to
be sufficient for overcoming the westerly
drift, their number and extension can
readily be Increased, so that the passage
of at least a portion of the party Imme-
diately over the pole may be accom-
plished. Small balloons with records of
the expedition's progress will be released
at monthly or fortnightly Intervals, and
each succeeding balloon will contain a
record intrusted to the former one
to provide against the loss of any.
Each will be furnished with 20 days' sup-
ply of hydrogen. To avoid evaporation
they will be eo freighted as to be Impris-
oned in the cold air near the surface of
'.he sea. and Captain. Bernler is convinced
that the prevailing currents of air will
carry them first to the south and then
east. Boats for use in case of emergency
will be taken out In sections. The expe-

dition expects to return by way of Spltz-berge- n.

Formal announcement was made
at Monday night's meeting of the Royal
Geographical Society in London of Ber-

nler's serious attempt to reach the pole.
This expedition will give great pleasure to
Englishmen, who were agitated over the
fact that Americans, Norwegians and
Italians were doing all the work In the
north. Bernler is at present in England,
where he Is receiving both, help and en-
couragement-

Slockland Bros., of Union County, have
received a fine blooded turkey that cost

I them ?13 50.

FORAGE IN NORTHWEST

AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT IS-

SUES PAMPHLET OX SUBJECT.

Report of Result of Visit of Special-

ist to Oregon, Washington
and Idaho.

WASHINGTON. Dec 2L A pamphlet
has just been prepared by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, under the direction
of Thomas A. Williams, giving a review
of the observations of this specialist
while visiting several experiment sta-
tions In tho West, to ascertain what, if
anything, Is being done to improve tho
forage conditions. Oregon, Washington
and Idaho were among tho states visited,
and In his report the following comments
are made:

"At every station I visited great inter-
est is being taken in the work of grass
and forage plant Investigation, and there
Is an apparent readiness to join with
the department in work,
with a view to improving the ranges
everywhere.

"The State ofWashington from Its largo
size and its varied soil and climatic con-
ditions, offers a number ot Important and
perplexing problems. Much good work;
has already been done by the state in-
stitution, both In the testing of hardy
varieties of grasses, and In the study or
native species. At North Yakima and
Walla Walla some good work ha3 also
been done in the testing of drought-resistin-g

grasses and forage crops, and also
the behavior of certain crops under irri-
gation.

"Probably the two most important prob-
lems for Washington, a3 well as the

portions of Oregon and Idaho, are
the improvemept and Tenovation of the,
ranges, and forage crops for rotation in
mixed farming In the wheatgrowlng re-
gion, particularly in the Palouse coun-
try. Other problems of Importance aro
alkall-reslsta- forage crops, drought-resista- nt

forage crops, and the sand and
grasses, the last perhaps of

les3 Importance In Washington than la
Oregon, since In the latter state, in ad-
dition to the Columbia River region, there
are vast sand areas along the immediate!
Pacific Coast, where this question la a
pressing one.

"It was concluded by all after thor-
oughly discussing the questions, that tha
best line of between tho
Washington Btatlon and the department
would be In connection with the problem
of range Improvement. This question la
not only the most important for tha state
and region, but there are many localities
in which investigations can be conducted
that will apply well to all the sage-bru- sh

plains regions of Oregon, Washlflgton
and Idaho. This work can perhaps ba
better undertaken with the Washington
station than with those of the other
states, while, on the other hand, other,
problems that are encountered by the
farmers and stockralsers can be as well
or better met and answered in the other
states. I understand that the Oregon sta-
tion will be glad to join the department in

Investigations. Oregon Is
particularly well situated for the Investi-
gation of the sand-bind- er problem, and
urgent requests for Its consideration have
been made to the Secretary of Agricul-
ture by members of Congress and pri-
vate individuals.

"Over the larger part of Idaho the prob
lems of most importance are range im-
provement, drought-resista- nt forage
crops, and forage crops suitable for al-
kali soils. The land along the streams
is irrigated, and, where not too strongly
impregnated with alkali, affords good
yields of alfalfa and. other of the mora
commonly cultivated crops of the region;
but over a large part of the southeastern
section Irrigation Is either impossible or
Impracticable, and here the question o
drought-resista- nt crops is an
ant one. Under present conditions, how-
ever, and largely because of the distance
of this section from the state station.
It does not seem very likely that

work along this line could bo
arranged to advantage with the station
authorities. In the northern portion ot
tho state there is a large farming com-
munity surrounding Moscow, the location
of the state experiment station; and here,
perhaps, the most important question is
that of meadows and pastures suitable
in either short or long rotations for tho
mixed or diversified farming which is
coming into practice In this section, slncei
the lands are beginning to show "wheat
sickness,' from continued cropping with
that cereal. This question is also one o
considerable importance In Eastern
Washington and Northeastern Oregon,
and Is, perhaps, the most available for?

effort between the Idaho sta--.

tlons and the department."

Spanish Policy. " t

International Monthly.
Where they talk among themselves

about the consequences of the colonial
and American wars, they display their?
characteristic vigor and frankness in con-
fessing that the loss of the colonies is aj
good riddance. They bitterly charge tha'
colonies with having been a burden on(
their finances, a constant drain upon thelrl
best male population through army, navyj
and emigration; a drag upon their re-
sources of every kind, a source of weak-
ness, and a clog In Europe, as they felft
themselves sorely vulnerable in distant!
and chronically disaffected "provlnciaa de?
ultramar"; lost, but not least, a cause ot
corruption and demoralization as the
lawless and profoundly corrdpt.iiabits ot
their colonial administration of every
kind had aggravated, if possible, the very
unsatisfactory state of their own admin-
istration at home. They are of tho opin-
ion that the material advantages derivedl
from the colonies by Spanish capital, in- -

dustries, agriculture, shipping interests,
were but a poor set-o- ff against the great-
er evils of their rule beyond the seasv
Their idea Is, therefore, after a more or
less prolonged period, to settle down with-
in their peninsula, become engrossed Irs
the reorganization, and development of tha
abundant resources of their soil and. oC
their mines, to feed their trade in new!
channels, husbanding and concentratine
all their energies and their spirit of en-

terprise, both in the peninsula and la
fields nearer at hand, eo they will after
all. In the long run, have improved their
international position.

They illustrate their modern convention
by pointing out, for Instance, that their
diplomacy will henceforth have not only
a better vantage-groun- d from which to go
on trying to induce the Spanish-Americ-

Republics to consent to closer relations,
commercial and politcal, with the old
mother country, now that she has sev-

ered all connection with the New World,
but also a better starting-poi- for ne-

gotiations such as the Madrid Foreign
Office is prosecuting with Minister Storer
to put the commercial and all relations
between Spain and the United States or
a better footing on the principle of reci-
procity of concessions.

0

McCutcheon's Condition.
CHICAGO. Dec. 25. John T. McCutch-eo- n.

the well-kno- cartoonist and news-
paper man. who Is suffering from an at-

tack of pneumonia. Is reported in a pre-

carious condition. The attending physi-
cian has hopes of his recovery, but ha
cannot- - tell the outcome of the disease un-

til the critical stage is passed.

Funeral of Franlc H. Morris.
CLEVELAND, Dec 25. The body off

Frank H. Morris, the murdered Auditor
of tie War Department, was brought her
today from Washington, being accompa-
nied by the widow and son of the de-

ceased. Brief funeral services 'were held
in the chapel at Lake View cemetery,
which were attended by a number of
friends and acquaintances of the family.

New York, Dec 23. Arrived Antilla,
from Nassau. .


