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SIGNED THE NOTE

United States a Party to the
Pekin Agreement.

THE FACT CABLED BY CONGER

Ameriean Minister Furaishes the
Envoys With a Written Expinnna-
tien Setting Forth Position

of His Government. |

WASHINGTON, Dec. M —SBecretary Hay
has received a cablegram from Mimister
Conger, at Pekin, announcing thut he had
tigned the agreement reported by the
Foreign Ministers, but had done so with
a written expianatory statement, reliing
forth the exact position of his Govern-
ment. The text of the statement iz not
forwardesd by Mr. Conger, but it is under-
#100d to be based upon the lest instruc-
tion which he received frem the depart-
ment, which, while disapproving some of
the more severe language. accepted it as
the best arrangement that could be made
at this time. It 19 belleved that the United
Btates miso, while sanctioning the pro-
visions of the agreement relative to the
malntenance of permanent lines of com-
munication, Legation guards and prohild-
tion of the importation of arms into Chi-
na, indioates cleariy that Ceonstitutional
reasons prevent the Executive from mak-
Ing any pledee to take part in the execu-
tion of these plans.

The signaturs of the agreement by the
Minjsters closed what 18 regarded here as
the first, the most (mportant and the
mont difficult phase of the negoliations ns
to Chinag, for it l= not doubted that the
envoye will subseribe to the
agreament without amendment.

Chineas

CRITICISES THE NOTE.

Russian Paper Does Not Think It
Will Bring FPeace.

BT. PETERSBURG, Der. M.~—~The No-
voe Vromya sharply criticises the joine
note of tha powers to Clina as belng too
long to produee effect. It says the ac-
ruzation® against the Emperor and Dow-
agecr Empress are unfounded, and that the
aceusation that Princs Tuan is alone re-
sponsible for the treachery is ridieulous,

The paper adds:

“Rulers somotimes hbetray thelr own
eouniry, but tremson towards forzign
powers t8 A new conception. The state- |
ment in the ultimatum that the troone
will not be withdrown befors the condi-

tions ars ncoepted ocannot mean Russin,
whose troops have already vacated Pe Chi
Ii, wheretts Manchorien affair: do not
concern the powers. The nots will not
bring ponce. The powers, possibly, wil:
repenit not having Imitated Rosslu's ex-
ample.”

The Minister of the Interior has started
from 8t Petersburg, and the Minister of
War has left Yalta to meet the returning

troops at the Odessa. M. DeWitte, the
Minister of Finance, Is expected there
Janunry 4, according to the Rossyn. A

specinl to the Novoe Vreemya from Viadl-
viwink says the exploitation of the prin.
! Manchurian raliroad- line and the
construction of branch linex to Port Ar-
thur will he turned over to the govery
ment Rus=ia has always carefully in-
sigted that the Manchurian rallroad en-
terprise was purely the affalr of a Rus-
wlan private corporation. The news, {f
true, !s of grea: importance, politicaliy.
Fate of Misslonaries.

FEDAR RAPIDS, Ta.. Dec. 3.—The first
posftive and definite dotalls of the denth
of Dr, and Mrs, Van Renssacler Hodge,
of New York, were recelved heore today by
Robert & Sinclalr, & brother of M,
Fiodge., TUnder date of October 22, Rew,
J W, Lowrle, writing from Pao Ting o,
snys: “The Hodges, the Simcox family
and Dir. Tarvlor defended themselves te
the lust in the Simeox house, and all per.
is '\'! In the flames bup the two Simcox
n, Paul and Francea, who, nearly
suffocated. ran out of the house and were
dercapitited by the Boxers and thrown
into a well*

el

The Question of Indemnity,

NEW YOREK, Dec. M.—A special to the
Hernld from Washington says:

Two hundred mililon dollars s the max-
tmum sum the Administration wants the
powers 1o demand of China as indemnity,
et the Agures are lkely to be many
times that amount The TUnited Biates
Army has a deflclency of S1L0M0N for
transportation and Army supplles, ana
moet of that In charped agailnst China
A determined effort will be made by the
Prontident and Becrstary Hay to Induce
the powers tn consent to the arbitration
of the indemnity guestion by a court te
be sppointed In conformity with the pro-
visons of The Hague treaty.

PATRIOTISM WITH A SUBSIDY

Rockelclier and Other Poor Men
Would Be Amsured a Livelibood.

EKansas Clty Star

In his reomnt speech in the Benate In
behalf of the ship subsidy bill, Senator
Hanna took wp the case of the “mittch
abused™ Amerjcan lne of sleamers The
propriet be beiieved, woere “inspired
vy no lttle putr m" in engaging In
the Adlantle tragle They went into it
because of the wentiment in favor of the
American flag at the masthead.

= no profit in the comtir
the Senator, “mnd never will be |
under these condil

The aponsors of

evidently intendsd 1o

of affalre. Under the

four principal ships of _M:wn, an
line—the New York, Parls, 8. Paul and
St Louls—will each recelve more than
o od a year, In return for this annual
gift from ihe Government for 3 years
they will carry the mails ree. It
= belleved that these vesels cost be- |
tween 1000000 and 8200000 they
soxt RGN0 they would be earning
peT cenl, grosm, on the capital lnvested,

without! onrTying A pRssenger or an ounce

af cargo except the mail That ought
[o In=ure the company ag! \'r:.\r_ Joss, Afost
mon woukl be ready io engage in a busi-
se=s on which they weare 1o be pald 0
per ecent on the investmient aside from

what they might gxpect
aridinary course of trade

to earn In the

In declaring that these swift steam.
shipa have pald no dividends Mr. Han
falled 10 disouss the policy or the ef-
ficlenocy the company’'s management
It n t o sugsested In Tenly 1o his
Etate that the Hamburg-American
Hine, whis owns the fasiest oCean pas-
senger steamer in the worid, recelves no
subsidy and earms a profit

Comparison of the American Ines with

British subsidized mall steamers s fre-
quently mad The British Postmatter-
General reporits that last sear his Gov-
emment pald about 350000 for the
transpartation of mails to New York In
addition the subsidy to the White Star
and Cunnrd lines was B0  Altogether
the traneporiation of mall from the

United Kingdom o New York cost Great
Britaln S0, Upnder the pending bifl
the United States would payr the Ameri-
can Une FLNDM0 for s services in cRITy-
ing less than haif the mall matter that |
goes out of New York for Great Britain,

The adoption of the subsidy bill would
@t least insure the owners of the Ameri.
can line a comfortable livellhood. J. D.
Rockefeller, president of the Standard
Oll Company, 1s s director in the Ameri-
can lime. C. A Griscom, direcior In the
Standard Ol Company. s president of the
American lne. H. H. Rogers, vice-prest. I

| ern Rallway,

———

ﬂtm of the Btandard Ofl Company, Is a
director of the American Iine. J. D,
a\rcblblm Is & director in Doth concerns,

peopie are, of course, Interesied that
1he modest profits of Btandard Ofl be
eked out by a Government gift of 10 per
cent on The Standard Ol capital en-
£3ged in ocean trafic.

THE SCRANTON STRIKE.

Second Day Passed off as Quietly
aa the First

SCRANTON, Pa, Dec, 8.—The second
day of the street-car men's sirike passed
off-as quietly as the first. Beven men Im.
ported from Syracuss jolned with the
company's ruperintendent, foremen,
glerks and thres old employes In man-
ning elght cars, and although they ran
through all parts of the city from day-
break untll nightfall, not a single in-
stance of violence or even Intimidation
was reported. The strikers quietly went
among the men who were taking their
piaces and succesdsad In Inducing four of
them to quit, and !n exacting promises

LAID UNDER EMBARGO

A FRENCH RAILROAD COMPANY
SEIZES AMERICAN EXHIDITS,

A Claim of Demurrage Charges—
Sailing of the Auxiliary Crulaer
Pralrie Serfounsly Delayed.

PARIS, Dec. M.—Thirty cars, forming
part of the United Btates Government ox-
| hibit at the recent Parly Expasition, were
luddenlr Inld under embargo today at
Havre, the raliroad company decilning to
surrender them, pending payment of a
claim of 1719 francs. This extraordinary
action, serlously dslaying the departure

| of the United States auxlliary ecruiser
| Prairie from Havre for New York, with
hhe Government exhibits, wvas made the

fram three othars not to go to work to- |

morrow. One of the men from Syracuse
was provided with transporiation by tha
strikers and returned home. Two others
turned tn with the strikers In helping
to induce the other ssven to quit

Few persons rode on the cars, even af-
ter it became evident that there was no
danger of violence. Even aged women
preferred to labor along under a load of
Christmas bundles for two or thres miies
than to be seen ridilng on the tabooed
caran. All sorts of wagons and carringes
were premsed Into ssrvice by the lvery-
men to CATTY poople to and from thas
suburbs, and the steam roads up and
down the valley ran extra tralns to the
suburban towns, so by Oons mMeans or aAn-
other shoppers managed to go into the
eentral portion of the clty, and business
was mot as seriously affected as wWas
aresded.

Boys pluced rubblsh and stones en the
Green.Ridge tracks during the afternoom,
but this was the extent of interference.
The few cars that kept ap lrregular trips
to the more Important suburbs wers
jeered along the line. but this and some
opprobrious epithets were the worst the
men on the cars were called upon to en-
dure General Manager Hilllman and
Presifient Clark, of Philadelphia, had a
long conference today, mnd at its concly-
slon Mr. Clark returned to Philsdelphia.
Mr. Sliltman riated after the conference

that the company s satisfisd with the
situation. and proposes to continue its
policy of gradually increasing the number

of cars in operation day by day until all
are running, rather than to attempt to
resume on A large seale. This polley, he
pelleves, will be jess lable to Incite trou-
ple. The sirikers have men &t every rall-
rond station watching for men whs are
reported Lo be coming to take thelr places,

NORTHERSN PACIFIC OFERATORS|

Commpany Du«ll-: te Adopt itke
Rules Snbmitted.

BT. PAUL, Minn, Dec. M.—As a result

of a conference held yesteréay betwesn
President Meilen 1d  Viee-President
Kendrick, of the Notthern Paclfis, that

company teday sent a long communica-
tion to the committes of telegraphers in
seasionn nt St Paul, notifying them that
the Northorn Pacific couid not consist-
antly conrent to adopt in toto the rulea
submitted by the commt Ilﬁt in behalfl of
the Northern A branch of
the Order of Telegra-
phors. Nelther co the company
see Its way clear to trest with the Order
of Rallway Telegraphers as an organ-
tzed body, but wounld cheerfully treat with
the telegraphers as & body of Northern
Paclfic employed The communication
stated that many of the rules which the
committes wanted adopled were alrendy
In effect but were worded dJdlfferently.
The rules submlitted by the commities
were the same as these submitted by
similar committecs all over thes country
to thelr respecttve linea. They were mo

| worded that any road adopting them will

recognise the Télegraphers as an organ-
iged and incorporated body, rather than
individual employes, The communication
gave the company's reasons and outlined
what the committes could expecrt. The
committes was Inviled to make xuch
further requests as might be desired. and
the company agreed to consider them !n
& spirit of falrness
————

Washington Galetlies Inangurated.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 3 —The Christ-
mak gateties were Inpugurated this even-
Ing at the embassies and legations. The
German Ambassador gave a dinner party

imited to the members of the Ambassa-
dor's officlal family. Later in the even-
ing nearly the entire European eontin-
gent gathered at the legation of Austris-
Hungary, where the Minister and Mme
Hengemuller hbad s Christmas party,

| with a large and handsomely decorated

tree as Its speclal attraction. Among the
company were the British Ambassadar
and Lady Fauncefole, the Misses Faunce-
fote, the German Ambassador, the Min-
fgter from Spaln and Duchess de Arcos,
the Belflan Minister and Countess Lich-
tervelde, the Minister from FPortugal and
the Viscountess Santo Thryso, and most
of the secretaries and attuches of the
legutions

Ohjects toe Salmon Eggs.
GASTON, Or,, Dec. IL—(Te the Editor)
-1 notice with pleasure the Interest taken
in making iaws for the protection of om
game and fish. I approve of the proposed

amendments, anid would suggest an
amendment stopping the ecatching of
trout with salmon eggs. It seema, in the

writer's oplmion, quite useless to try to
strike at the heart of the subject of fish
lewe as long as this loophole i open.

It Is a well-known fact that twice In
the year this nobie fish iz caught by the
hundreds while en thelr way to the
spawning grounda. The writsr knows ot
Instances where as many as 75 have been
taken in o coupls of hours by one persom
with salmon eoggs as balt. I know all
sngiers will agree with what I have sala.

SPORTEMAN.
e
Christmas ¥Mail Destroyed.

NEW ULM, Minn, Dre. H.—An expresn
car attached to a Minneapolls & St
Louls traln, was burned last nplght near
Searies, soven milea from here. The oar
was heavily loaded with Christmas gooda
and most of lis contonis wers destroyed
The origin af the fire is not known.

PGP S Cn—
Broke Throagh the Ice.

UHEBOYGAN, Mich, Dec. M
Hawes, Willlam Campbell and
Marquette, employes at McCarthy's ..:m-
ber camp. while crossing the foce on Mul.
lett Lake late Suniday afterncon, 12 miles
from here, broke through the lce and
were drowned

———————
The New Rubber Trost.

TRENXNTON. N. J.. Dve. S5—Ths Inter-
national Crude Rubber Company, with
an authorieed caplinl of 200800, was In-
corporated heore today to manufacture
and denl in rubber goods of all kinds

Herciver for a Baltimere Bank.
BALTIMORE, Dec. M—Judge Stock-
bridge today mppointed Daniel L. Brinton
recedver for the Economy Savings Bank,
which closed Its doors Baturday.
—_—

A WINTER ROUTE TO THE EAST,

The climate of Utah and Colorade Is
temperate the year round, and clear skles
rnd sunlit days are as proverblal in Win-
ter a8 In SBummer. The mean annual tem-
perature in Sait Lake Clty or Denver s
about & degrees, and @ AvVerage ansniual
precipitation .77 inches. With such in-
consequentinl precipitation there can
littis or no troubls from soow in the dis
tricts traversed by the Rlo Grande Waest.
and its immediste connec.
tions—the Colorads Midland or Denver &

In fact Winter sdds but new grandeur
and charm to the travel soemes, and in-
fuses an slement of vardety and beauty
t?‘, the unsurpassed wonders of nature
a

| Rio Grande Rallroads.

t!u Greast Balt Lake Route. Ticiets
| points East may be oblained gt 553
oD street.

sublect of a formal protest to the French
Government by Unlied Stutes Ambassa-
dor Porter.

“The company bases its claim on demur-
rage charges on freight in the cars whem
the goods were brought to the exposijlon
for lostalintion. Some time ago the clalm
was submitted, and Major Brackstt, sec.
retary of the American commission, inves-
tigat«d 1t and concluded it hud no foun-
dutlion. as soms of the o charged
sgainst the American Government never
contained ofMicial exhibits, while the oth-
era were cars utllized by private exhibit-
ors, and not, therefore, chargeabls to the
United States. Major Brackett thereupon
endeavored to securs a settlement, but
without avall. The matter dragged along
through the Bummer, the secretary of the
American commisxion repeatedly express-
fax his willlngness to settie any jast
cinim nagainst the United Btates. The
company left the case In an unsatisfac-
tory condition, and finally embargoed Lhe
CATH,

When Major Brackett was informed by
the United States agent at Havre, he
wired him instructions to pay to the
company 60 francs in the presence of the
logal authorities, and at the same time
to enter a clalm against the company for
19,000 francs as damages for obstruction
and delay.

“Last Summer the company submitted
& bill of B2 francs for fraight charges
sgainst- the commisstion'”™ he sald todey,
“and pressed for payment Pending an
explanation of certaln [tems, I paild 5.000
francs on account, at the same time ask-
ing for detalls. When thess were fur.
nished, 1 dlacoversd that the commission
had been charged with 4191 €rancs which
mhould have been charged to the Compag-
nle Generale Trans-Atlantique, while 0110
franes should “have been charged to pri-
vate axhibitors. The company 15, there-
fore, obliped to make a rebate.”

Tomorrow belng a haliday, thers will
be no loading of the Prairle. The cars
will be released by the payment of the
0 franer. Should Wednesday not bring
a satisfactory wmolution, Major Brackett
wiil probably pay the rest of the cialm
under protest in order not to delay fur-
ther the salling of the Prairle. At the
game time he will enter an additional
clalm for damages.

Some trouble also amoss with Phillp
Lagles, the contractor who bullt the Na-
tional pavilton. He wrots the American
commission December 1§ saying that the
last Jetter rfom Commissloner-General
Peck wae not satisfactory, and asking
when the bullding would be turned over
to him for demolition. Two days iater he
notified the commission that he Intended
to take possession snd begin destroe-
tion immediately., He, in turn, was in-
formed that the bullding would be placed
under his control December 3, and &t =»
formal meeting he was notified thal the
commission would remove certaln fur-
nishings not supplled by him, a proposti-
tion to which his representative did not
object. Saturday night, while the Amer-
fean custodian  of the bullding, assisted
by two workmen, was removimg material
belonging to the United Siatea, a force
of pollte arrived and arrested all three
on the ground that they were taking
goods which did not belong to them. It
ts sutd that M. Laxies brought about the
mrresta,  Major Brackett secured their re.
lense todny. M. Lazies perved him with
a legal notice that he would not accept
the pavillon in its present shape, and
would demand damages for delay. The
Frenchman will now he held to the strict
terma of the pgontract, which Includes
demplition, and a counter claim will be
entered of & forfelt of X0 francs dally
from March 15, the dste when the cob-
tract called for compistion, and Juns 5,
together with » clasim of 200 franca for
defective construction, as the roof leaked
and certaln fu—n!w!"lnp were ruined.
More than thiz, there will De a specia)
clalm of M0 francs If it ean be proved
that M. Lazies brought about the ar-
rests, making a total of 250 francs.

Another bone of cantention may be {he
settlement of the restaurant concession
in the Ameriesn pavillon, which has not
been pald for.

Christmas Weather In England.

LONDON, Dec. 35 — Ths weather
throughout the United Kingdom 1s bad,
and there are many compluints of the
prevalence of Influensi. The Christmas
generally Is active.

A brilliant entertainment was arranged
in Vienna Inst evening by the American
and English colonles, and s huge elec-
trically lighted Christmas tree was dis-
played at the Hotel Bristol

The Mazxim-Cramp Combinatien.

LONDON, Dec, 35 ~The Dally Express,
which pralses the Maxim-Cramp combin-
atlon, says:

“Vickers' Bons & Maxim will thereby
be able to underbid any American com-
petitore for Government contracts, and
they will saxploit the military nocessities
of the United States for the benefit of
British shareholders, They will also bulld
men-of-war on speculation,”™

King Christian’s Christmas.

COPENHAGEN, Dec. M—King Chris-
tian wil! spend the Christmas holidays in
Denmark for the first time since the
death of Queen Loulss. This evening, all
the membera of the royal family are
the guests of Princs Waldemar and Prin-
cess Marie Tomorrow therse will he a
gEreat banquet at the palace, which all
the Royalists will attend.

Amnesty Bill in French Seaate.

PARIS, Dec. 3 —The Senate this even-
ing adopted the amendment to the am-

| mesty DU by a vote of 11 1o 11, after an

| out of five has been

exhortation by the Premier, M. Waldeck-
Rousseag, to vole the measure and “de-
lver the court from the nightmare of the
Dreyfus affalr*

Shetland Flahermen Perished.

LONDON, Dec. 3i.—The reports that sev-
eral Bhetiand fiahing boxts were in great
peril from the storm and bad probably
been Insl are confirmed. Only one boat
fournd, and !t Is
knows that no fewer than 22 fishermesn
have perished.

Check for the Iriah Fund.
DUBLIN, Dec. 3M.—Archbishop Croke
has followed the sxample of Archbishop
Walsh and sent a check to John E. Red-
mond for the Irtah Parllamentary fund.

Japaness Cahinet Change.
YOKOHAMA  Den MN—General Kodo
ma. Governor of Formosa, has been ap-
pointed Minister of War, replacing Gen.
eral EKathura, who has resigned.

Lord Bereford's Coadition.
LONDCON, Dec. M—It ls announced
that Lord Willlam Bereford's condition
Inst evenlng showed continuing improve-
meat. .

A Governor In Contempt.
LANSING, Mich, Dec. 3#.—0On a petition
of the members of the Ingham County
Bar, Judge Wiest, of the Ingham County

Court, today ordersd Governor Pingree
to appear in court next Saturday and
show cause why he should not be pun-

which the Governor bitteriy attacked
Judge Wiest and Prosecutor Tuttill. At-
tached to the petition for an arder is an
afMdavit by the Tribupe reporier who se-
cured the Interview, which affirms that it
was given for publication, and that the
following day the Govemrnor informed hlm
that the interview, as printed, was all
right, and commendesd its fairneas,

INDIAN WAR VETERANS,

Reasons Why They Are Eatitied to
Pensions,

PORTLAND, Dec. ¥.—~{To the Edttor.}—
Arthur W. Dunn's communleation from
Washington, D\ C., In Sunday’s Oregontan
Intimates that the bill to pension Indian
War veterans has not and never will have
and never did bave the ghost of a show
in passing Congress. He says ““there 1s
o doubt merit in this bill, but its passage
would eatablish a precedent which mem-
bers of Congress desire to avold. This s
what has killed tha bill in the past and
what will operate nagilnst 1t in the
future.” In concliusion, ke says further:
“This bill v & demd fssue, and it s be-
yond the power of the Oregon or other
delegations to get It through'”

In regard to establishing a bad prece-
dent, we have only to look at what Con-
gress his hitherto done for United States
veterans, February I, 178 the first pen-
sfon bill became & law. Bince that date
various bllls have passed, granting pen-
slons to miate, territorfal and United
Btales veterans, including in the main all
who have served up to the presant time,
except those included in the bill now pend-
ing before Congress. The veterans of the
Revolutionary War, of the War of 1812,
and so on down to the Spanish and Phil-
ippine Wars, have been provided for. July
2, 1822 & bill wan passed granting the
Black Hawk War, Creek War and Cher-
okee Indlan War veterans, who perved
between 1823 and 1842, pensions. When
this bill passed other Indian war veterans
were led to belleve that they were in-
cluded in the bilL. When It was ascer-
tained, however, that the Indian war vet-
erans of three wars had been taken out
of the lst and provided for, leaving other
veterans who served in 187 to 1888 un-
pensioned, immediately the bhill now pend-
Ing In Congreas was Introduced to pro-
vide for the other Indian war wveterans
who should have been Included in the first
bill, as follows:

Florida and Georgla Seminole..... «o- 181T-1818
Fever River of Ilinols...ccic0e 1837

Cayuse War of Oregon Territoy.. !-ti? 1848
Florida Wars .....csissancivnss .‘.‘..lm 1804
Texas and New Mexico ... seneass s JHD-1806
Utah Indisn disturbances . 1850-1853

....... 1851 - 1852

(‘.llrml.l Inql.ua disturbances
Oregon & Waskingion rritory Wars 1851-1558

The period of service covered by this
bill s 41 years, beginning 1517 and end-
Ing with the Florida War of 153 Since
the close of this.41 yoars, 4] years have
come and gone. It is 84 years since the
first of these wars, and 42 since the close
of the last. If you add 22 years to thess
several dates as the probable age of thoss
who enlisted, you will find that the age
of the oldest of these veterans, Included
in what != known as “The Indian war
pension blIL" Is 10§ years, and the age
of the youngest would be & years. If
you average these ages you will hava the
ago of the vetsrans now belng provided
for by Congress na 5% years. It s
u remarkable fact that the average age
and the average date when the wam oc-
curred, which is covered by the act of
July 27, 182 and known as the “Black
Hawk War blIL™ is exactly the same as
that coversd by the pension bill now pend-
ing in Congress, namely, the average age
in both bills, the one that is past and
the one that i pending, is 5534 years, and
the average dates when ths wars cov-
ared by each bill occurred is & years

Beveral pension bills have aiready passed
whith fully establish the precedent, and
if thesp men had begn provided for in
1382, when they ought to have besn, be-
fore the greuater army known as the
*Civil War,” thers would be no question
in regurd to its justioe

One thing Is very evident. Veterans
should never havebeen pensioned, or theses
various velerans should now be provided
for, as those included In the Senats bill,
No. M0, are justly entitled to all the rights
and benefits granted to thoss in the act
of July ¥, 182

If the pas=sing of pension bills hinges on
the number of llves lost per caplta, and
the sacrifice made by weterans, certain-
ly the Indlan war veterans of the North
Pacifiec Coast should have been cared for
many yesars ago. Elghteen hundred lives
were lost here from 1848 Lo 1857, mors than
were killed In the Blick Hawk, Creck,
Cherokee, Mexican, Spanish and FPhilip-
pine Wars all combined

It was claimed In 1886 by the Commis-
sioner of Penxions that T631 beneficlaries
under the precent bl were then lving,
and that the co=t the first year would be
$730.658, and the average (taking ths
American mortality table as a gulde)
pensionable period would be 7 2.3 years, or,
the total cost to the Government would
be 3560168, This pensionable peried of
seven years is reduced very materially,
s0 that Instead of costing the Govern-
ment 560,096 the totel expense would
not axcesd $2000,000. This amount is In-
significunt when compared with the $140-
000,000 granted to veterans who served
from 1 to 18 years later, and, If you
will take the trouble to lnvestigate the
matter for a moment, you will be sur-
prised that these Indian war veterans
were no pensioned X or 40 years age.

Weo cannot belleve with your ocorre-
spondent that the Government proposes o
disregard the just claims of theése men
who did so much in the ploneer period to
save Oregon to this Nation. Crossing the
plains over a desart of 300 miles, passing
through an ensmy's country, bullding
thelr own rondways, protecting their lives
by constant guard night and day, ocoupy-
Ing this vast empire when It was clalmed
by the Britlah Government, holding i by
eccupancy and finally conquering a last-
Ing peace in the nins years' war agsinst
a savage foe, which outnumbersed them
X to 1 certalnly entitles them 1o some
connideration by a ju=t Goverament, Te
say that the righta of these aged men
will not be recognized is too unjust for
bellef, Twelvs per cent of the ploneer
population lost their lives here, and 2
per cent of this ploneer host In thelr
westward march scross the plaine left
their bones to bleach in the deserts. Has
this Nation ever had defenders that were
truer, who bore meores hardships or lost
A& greater percentage of life, who did more
for this Government In acqulring and
holding territory than @14 the ploneer vet-
arans of the Territoriea of Oregon, Wash-
ington, Idaho and Montana?

FPledges were made in the last session
of this Congrems by members from wva-
rious states that the bill should pass in
the short seaslon, and nothing will in-
duce us to belleve that the membars of
the Sith Congress are so unjust and on-
grateful as to ajlow the 4th of March
to com# without passing the Indlan war
pension bill. T. A. WOOD.

——————

The Song of the Angels.
Ella Gilbert Ivea ia the New Lippincott
Onece, ouly once, in the revolving years,
[+ ! rong hos g morial earm;
Onoe, onlrmmhurm come down o

With sngel Udings of & Bavier's birth

Net to the mighty, to the wise or great,
D1 Ood unroll the starry scroll of fate;
But simple shepberds, ksaplag watch by night,
Beheld the glory break on mactal sight;

10 CONTINUE GRAZING

CALIFORNIA DECISION DOESNT
SCARE THE DEPARTMENT.

Superintendent Sheller’'s Hepert ea
the Waskhington Heserves—Makes
Suggestions for Future.

WASHINGTON, Dec. IL—The General
Land Offlce does not proposs to be gulded
by the California decision holding that it
is unconstitutional to enforce certaln for-
est reserve regulations. The points at
i==uns will be passed upon by the Suprems
Court, and, In the meantime, there are
other decisions directly opposed to that
of California,

Active preparations are being made for
grazing sheep and cattls in lUmited num-
bers on the reserves In the North Pacifio
Ceast region during the coming season,
The Investigations that have been under
way during the past year, both by the
foresit reserve officlaly and the geological
survey, tend to show thuat the grasing of
sheep In lmited numbers I8 not an Injury
to the forests and in some Instanoss It
is held to be a positive bensfit in that |
the aheep eat some of the grasses which |
if left to dry would increase the danger
of forest fires.

Buperintendent D. B. Sheiler, of the
Waahington forest reserves, has made a
thorough study of the shesp-grazing ques-
tlon, and bas pregented his report to the
Interior Department. He says:

‘“Upon examination of territory lying
east of the summit of the Cascade Moun-
talns during July, August and September,
1800, embracing that part iying between
the Washington forest reserve and the
Mount
part of the Mount Ralnler forest reserve
iying north of the Tiston Basin with a
view of ascertaining the relative condition
of sheep-grazing, 1 found that the lands
iving within the Iimits of the Mount
Rainler forest ressrve are botler ndapled
to graziog than those outside, as the ma-
Jority of sheep are in me vicinlty adjoln-
ing the east side of the reserve, and In
golng Into the mountains they generzlly
paas up the ridges, and are able to reach
the higher altitudes, crossing small
streams, without bridging to sny extent,
ths country In that locarnty being open,
bit of a rouch, mountainous churacter,
while north of the ressrve large stremma
musi be crossed and ridges cannot be fol-
lowed to the higher altitudes on account
of timber, as well as distance. I find no
differsmee In thé condition the ground is
left in. except In certaln locallties, which
may be overstocked.

"Fire protection Is given by keeping
grasses and underbrush graszed to such

n extent that fire cannot spread before
discavered, unless heavy wind prevails,
send In my opinion close grazing assists
In protecting the timber from fres

“Agreements entered into by stockowners
having permits were geherally kept dur-
Ing the year 1900, ns shown by reports of
rangers attached to this report, the only
disturbing wlement being a few who were
not present at the meeting May 1, and
who could not obtaln permits without a
reconsiderntion of the whols matter,
which I refused to recommend, on account
of the ssason being so far advanced,

“"Sguth of Tieton) Basin rumor has It
that certain parts were oversiocked. From
reports of rangers, this has not been con-
firmed. Lateness of the season, as well
as other dutles, prevanted further exami.
nation.

“Entering reserve pricr to July 1 was
reported by several rangers, who prompt-
iy drove the sheep off the ressrve. BHe
ing unable to locate the Hnes causes more
or less dispute,

"Later than September 5 only one band
was found on the reserve, caused by be-
ing unabla to vacate through accident to
herder, us well as absenca of packer,
winch band moved off promptly on Bep-
tember 20

“Rangers were furnished by this office
with the names, postoffice, number of
sheep and cattle, and to whom permitn
were lssued and number of range to which
each appileant was mssigmed.

“Snow naxisted in clearing ths reserve
of stock from 15 to 20 days earlier than
usunl

“Complainta reiative to vicolations are
now in my offics, and if, when investigat-

be trus, I will recom- |
matter of punishment
from the ressrve &t
ear (unless otherwise Iin-

ed, are found to

mend a

they :ludod

loast for
My

is that sheepgrazing within
the Mount Ralnter foreat
reserve Is not lnjurious when the number
ol sheep and cattle In kept to the mini- |

um, and the rules and regulations strict. |

nbn Notwithstanding the season
ﬂ! 1500 has besn the dryest in the history
of this country for a number of years,
no fires have been reported dolng any
damage.

Recommendations,

“First—That the boundary lines of the
forest reserve be established In order |
that mngers, as well as others, may know
their territory and the dlatance thelr
jurisdiction extends Especially should
this boundary line be established on the
aust side of the Mount Rainler forest re- |
BETVE.

“Second—That rangers be placed om |
duty at the entrances (o this reserys by
May 1 of each yoar, and that no stock La
permitted te enter bafore July 1. and
sheep not to remaln Inter than September
35, and cattle nat Iater than October 1
By having a sufficlent number of sangers,
nil avenues to this reserve can be guard-

one
»
oplnion in
the limits of

{ @d In soch manner that the grass can De

’
i
in

protected properly., It Is customary

catile-owners to tom thelr stock loose
tha Bpring. and they gradunlly work the
way up into the mountains and into th
reserve, before the saheep are pormlittea

| to enter, and by restricting all to a cer-
| taln date, and having the rangers on duty,

all can bo treated allle. |
“Third—That the territory allowed for
grazing bes extended to conform %0 the
territory nllowed for grazing in 1860, |
which Is all that part of the Mount Ral-
nler forest reserve lying exst of the sum-

| mit of the Cascade Rangs snd south of

Halnler forest reserve, and thnt:

the Cowlitz River. By this means a cor-
taln amount of territory will be opaned up
that is of no particular value for much
e¢!se than grazing, and will give a large
soope of territory. and no damage what-
ever will result in the pollution of water,

' as the heads of these sireums are remols

from clvillzation.
“Fourth—That proper blanks be fur-
nished appiloants, tn which the employe

| Is made a party of the first part, and Ia

case of trespaswing. violntion of rules,
ete., he can be reached and punished indl-
vidually. When the employers commin-
slon thelr smployes to start ont on gras-
ing lands in cars of their stock, they ars

| over for ome season it becomes

instructed, according to law, but when |

the employes arrive in the mountnins they
do very much as they please In many In-
stances, knowing thers is no danger to
them personally, but that their employer
alone I3 responsible, thus avolding the
placing of the responsibllity of their In-
dividual acts on thelr employer.
“Fifth—That the rangers be smpowered
to make arrests where they find trespass-
ers or viniators of the rules as lald down
by the department. As it now stands
rangera are thy langhing-stock of tha
herders, packers, and sven In some cases
the owner. For fllustration. a herder s
trespassing upon the rights of the Gov.
ernment, sto., the ranger orders him off,

calls his attention to the rules and regu-
latians; he gors when he gets ready,
knowing that the ranger has no power to
move him, but has to report him to his
supervisor, who generally canmot be
reached in time to taks prompt action.
By the time the polnt In the case !s prop- |
erly brought before the authorities, the
season s over, the herder is out of the
country, sheep are sold and all out ot
the jurisdietion of the courts. The sama
applies In casns of flres

“Sixth—In ths rules that now exist %t
says sheep shall not eamp or corral with-
in 50 yards of tho head of any stream. |
Thia word ‘corral' givea many of them
& chance to take advantage of bedding
thelr sheep on or near the sireams. As
& rule, they bed from 10 days to two
weeks on the same ground, fesding out
in the morning and returning st night.
Each band makes from six to elght camps
during the serson. Naturally a large ares
is destroyed. They should be prequired
to b=d whers they finish feeding at night,
and in my opinlen this would bs better
for the territory upon, and, as &
natural consequence, be away from the
strosms.

“Beventh—The practice |s when sheep-
men wish to cross a stream with thelr
herds they fell & larke tree across the
river for thas purpose of making a bridge.
On several of these streams, as la the
case particularly on.the south fork of
tha Tieton River, most of the large trees
ars gone for some distance, L =, largs
enough for bridges. Thesa bridges, so

constructed, are washed away each
Spring of the year by high waters. I rec.
ommend that permanent bridges be cons
structed snd Kept in repalr by the Stocks
men's Assoclation, thus avolding the cut-
ting of so much timber.

“Eighth—The bullding of cormals fou
separating and counting purposes, thag
are now in vogue, are a detriment to the
reserve. For [llustration, two or more
bands of sheep mix. They aro then driven
to the nearest young timber, a corral ta
bullt of young poles and brush, large
encugh to hold 3000 to 6000 head, topplng
out with young brush. When this lays

dry and
very dangerous, and susceptible to ﬂfﬂ.
and usually unfit for use a

recommend that permanent mrnla ba
constructed at the expense of the Stocks
metl's Association, one In each subdivisien,
at least. This will lesgen the danger ta
a great extent, as well as saving the
young timber from further destruction™

- —

Decision of Interest to Loggers.
The Supreme Court of Washington had
uat declded & case of considerabls ims

portance 1t was the case of the Washe
Ington River Improvement & Log Come
pany, a ecorporation, against the Bk
mania tmxi'u: Company, on appeal fromi
Clark County, This wns an uﬂﬂnh’ﬂ'ﬂlﬁ
by the plalntiffe to enforce a lan

200 for alleged ssrvices in driving de«
fendant’s logs to tidewnter, The defend-
ants in the courts s¢t up as a defense
that the logs wers driven without solicita=
tion or ssslstance on the part of plaine
tifts; that the driving of sald logs 44
not impede of interfere with plamtin'y
log-driving operations: that the defends
ants were entitled to & common use off
the stream, and that the powers of the
corpomation did not vest in the plaintifty
ths exchisfve usa of the stream for log=
ging purposés,. The contentions of the
defondants wera sustained by the lowep
court and afMirmed by the Supreme Court,
This cuss seems to be In all respects

| similar to the case of the East Hoquiam

Boom: Company va the Tray's Harbon
Commerclal Company ot al, now pending
in the Superine Court of Chshalia County.
In that case the boom company is seske
ing to collect some 8000 for déiving
sawlogs tn the Hoquinm River. The gues=
tion decided by the Supreme Court is ong
of great tmportance to log-driving coms
panies and to loggerw in general
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FEAST
IS ON!

Deliclous
Cake,
Flaky Hot’
Biscuit, Crisp
Doughnuts,
Crusts

light and
delicate. /

Emphasis must be given to the fact that

Royal Baking -

Poroder - Risen

foods — light, sweet, delicate hot-biscuit, hot
rolls, doughnuts, pud-

dings and crusts—are
notonlyanti-dyspeptic
in themselves, but aid
the digestion of other
foods with which they
assimilate in thestom-
ach—the joint,
the entree —
important parts of the

Christmas Feast.

game,

Royal Baking Powder
makes the food finer
flavored, more tasty, more

healthful.

The * !a.hund
e
over
taining .
receipts—
to every patron
postal card
your full

i
i

the




