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Every man. woman and chlld in East-

ern Oregon Is interested in the perpet-
uation of sealp-bounty law. The
fact Is o Aaously without bearing

on the merlts of the question, practical
or theoretieal. but it may furnish food
for thought to thoss who counting
upon riding rough-shod over the law
and its advocates and beneficiaries. As

an object of governmental undertaking,

are

the soaip bhousty is almost if not quite
indefonsible. But as an amicable basis
of ge o hetwesn the two parts
of the stale it I a matier for oandid
conelder ustice cannot Ignore
ithe far appropriations are

expended far liberally In Western
than In Easiern Cregon; a&nd If this
condition iz added ta by an unfriendly
uititude In the west for the east, one

result In the revival of talk about state

divigl The objecthons to that 4l

lon are forvibly set out in a letter elxe-
where 7§ the mble pen of
Judge 1. an. The solld
men of En stand Just
where Judge Lowell stands, and they
will continue to do =0 tunless they are
given eauss for compiaint at the treat-
ment they recelve from the Legislature,
Eastern Oregon wants four things—
scalp bountics, irrigation laws, normal
school appropriation and = constitu-
tonal emendment that will glve it an
insane saylumn, A part of this pro-
gramme Is just and necessary. All of
it may be a cholee prefernble to divis-
bm of the state. We commend Judge
Lowell's arguments to the people of
Eastern Oregon, and we commend Its
lofty spirit to the peopls of the whole

Blate, reg a5 of section,

Testerday was the birthday of Whil-
tler. Not & scholar's poet, Whiitler Is
gure of a longer immortality than Long.
fellow, for he i= t} 's poet. His
best work (reats of rural e and all
that in ¢ t in the life of both man
and npature in An ca. The homely
scenes; Incldents and episodes reinting
10 Ame Tife and history arve the

the

themes vasi majority of Whit-
ter's poems. His poems of the antl-
glavery pericd were written for a pur-
poss, and ares of unegual merit, but
thelr sincerity, vigur s terrible ear-
nestiness give them an exalied and as-
sured poxition In the IMlemture of Amer-
s, 'They are purt of the materinl from
which the future historian will learn
to feel the and heat of that tre-
moendons tical struzgle that raged
in this ¢ from 186 1o the out-
break of t Civil War. The greatest
posm of b riod In our higtory s
Whittler's = Mi," a solemn Iament
over what he wmed the moral fall of
Webster whe he advocated the pas-
gnge of the furitlve slave law In 1850,
This poem s ;l:,:.mﬂ: in s austere
grandeur and sclemnity of thonght and
expression, It 1s one of the few great
poems  in our American lterature
With the ooming of the Civil War
Whittler's genius found freer sweep
and wider range In much fine work,
like “Barbara Frelichis™ and

Deo" ey he war came Whit

best work. Jfor his muse natur ¥

vented ltseifl in the sweel pastoral veln
or in that of devollon,

ligious

In the daye of siavery and war, Whit-

tier had the s=on) and speéch of a gromt
Hebhrew proph but when war was
over the prophel becams the poet of
humbl Hfe, the worskiper of na.
it f hymns in pruise of

viite and wigdom of God,

& tirtyl and

dical New-

of Faber,

Th rly fine In
thi fo w & ol this man, whose name
on slways on the =
1 chi et from

bivrefooted boy

that Whittler was

¢ aold man, Every

it the author of the

A heart ms

End true ms the best

i fing old man never
made a specch, never went o the the-
ater in his I never attended a lecs
ture, mever preached, never was a bril-
llant figure in society, and yet this man,
that polther liw nor pollucs, nor war,
nor the puipit, nor the business of
peace, claimed for its own, went down
o his grave with trooups of {rlexds, In
more oniversal publlc bhimor with old
and young, rich and poor, than any
America. He was a man of

mental force, morml might and
poetic lnsight,
was so tolerant h= onoe wrote:
*The lkmger 1 live the less 1T oare about
oroeds; my chiefl trust is o the good-

that

red. Rundsyw inclpded e |

| chailr down

t rates from Portland to

| torians,

ing this witerance., Oliver Wendell
Hoimes wrote of Whittier dead:
Not thine to lean on priccthood’s brolen reed:
No barriers oaged thee in a bigot's fold;
Dl mealots ask o ayllabie thy ereed,
Thon said"st *“"Our Pather,” and by cresd
was told

The accession of Mr. John W. Gates
to & part ownership In the Denver &
Riv Grande ond nils plans for exten-
slons of the rmad from Grapnd Junction
tp lmportant conl fleida, may have same
connection with the noteworthy recent
aciivity of this prosperous and wells
muanaged road's securilies. Its pre-
ferred stock has been recelving 4 per
cent. per annum the iast two years.
The seml-annusl payment has now been
raised from 2 per cent to 2% per cent.
1t Is estimated that the Income ac-
count for the six months to December
21 will show & surplus above charges
In an amount squal for that period to
4 per cemt on the preferred shaves,
It was accordingly deemed safe and
prudent to enlarge the dividend. The
New York PFinancial Chronlcls points
out that the mining and agricultoral
Interests are al! doing well in the coun-
try served by the road, dnd the present
fiscal year, It is thought, will yleld
groms  carnings of 511,000,000, against
only $6.476, 42 in 15034, and $6.943,114
in 1896-7, the two years of greatest
depression experienced by the road
While enlarging its dividend distribu-
tion, the company ia paying for exten-
slve improvements out of earnings. For
examplie, fifteen jooomotives and four-
tedm passonger cars have recentiy been
added to the squipment, and the cost,
3380000, charged to profit and loss—
which means that the wvalue of the
equipment will be kept the same on the
books, potwithstanding these additions

The commurnication of Captain J. H.
D. Gray, printed in another column,
offers no new light on & subject that
seems W0 be vexing no one but the As-
Captain Gray asks no ques-
tions that have not been repeatedly an-
swered in detail through the columns of
The Oregonlan. The only point on the

river wheré sh.pe are meettng with the |

slightest delay Is beélow Astoria, and
accordingly, any reference to discrim-
inetlon made by sshipowners sgainst
Portland applies with greater foree to
Astoriz, and the misguided Astorians
gafh no vanlage by constant allusion
to this slight handicap, which Portland,
and not Astorin, will sventually re-
move. Theslast paragraph of Captaln

Gray's leite; shows hls entire argument |
to be misicading, and oot in sccord- |

ance with the facts,
save §1 to 12 per tom on cargoes, by
londing the ships st Astoria, no com-
mon point is needed, for every exporier
in this city will move his desk and
o Astoria and lond wheat

If Captain Grey would
read the papers—Portland, Ban Fran-
cisco or Pugest Sound--he wonld not
mnke himself ridiculons by asking such
quesiions as, “Are not ships pald from
3150 1o B E per ton more freight
Liverpoal than
from San Francisco to Liverpool?™ The
latest insue of the Ban Fryncisco Com-
merelal News to hand contains the
names and rates of 282 wheat ships now
loadjng in that port, and the average
rate I8 n fraction over 40 shillings.
There are twenty wheat ships in the
Columbia at the present time, snd their
average rate ia o fraction over 41 shil-
lings, This difference of 34 centy per
ton is cused by San Franclsco secur-
ing plenty of cargo lonneage nward,
while Portland s not foreed to Import
conl, but secures practically nothing
but ballast tonnage. The only 1%1
charter that hus been reported, with
the optlon of elther S8un Francisco or
Portland, Is the German ship Nal, at 36
shillings 8an Francison, or 35 94 Port-

at that clty

land, the extra §d belng demanded by
the owners becaunee of delaya experi-
enced betwees Astorin and the ocenn

by other vessdls owned by them,

Mr. John C. Nimmo, Jr.. chisfly
known as a4 wvaluminons advooste of
rajlrond opposttion to the Nicaragua
Canal, has seen it to address a letter
to The Oregonian on the pubject of the
Frye-Payne subsidy bllL He points
out that «is the blll Is drawn the Pa-
oific Const's naminal 30 per cent of Lhe
subsidy would it to the Atlantie
Coast, unless the b I nmended so as
to Increase the rate of compensation
pald Paclfic tonnage. If The Oregonlan
were in & position to amend the b,

Mr, Nimmo's proposal to tncrease this
const's share of the contemplated swag

would be more Impressive. As it is,
we Are unsbie to join bhim in his ap-
proval of thiz colossal graft designesd to

be incorporated on the National Treas.
ury, We cheerfully make room for his
Istter, however, which has a real valuoe
in s demonstration of a spevific wenk-
ness In the b, Hix deciarations In
favor of the arld reglone and Pacsific
development are begulling, but not con-

clugive on the subsidy question. The
passage he vefers to concerning the
deduction for short carpoes we under-
stapd 0 have been ellminated from
the amended bill

George Harris, the burglar arrested
| iast Friday, confesses that he “cama
from Tenrersws and = a total ab.
stalner.™ It Ir due to the Btate of Ten.

| ACTIVITY OF LUMBER

In religious matters he |

nessee to say that she has not hitherto
been regarded »n oDatural breeding
ground for elther burgiars or total ab-
stainers. Probably if Harris was not a
burgiar he would not be a total ab-
stalner, but In order
fully th his chossn voestton, Harris s
obliged to be a sober scoundrel. Tem-
perance I8 good: nevertheless, the world
suffers terribly through numerous
rovtndrels of unimpeschable sobriety.
The sober seoundrel s the most insidl-
gus, most dangerous, most destructive,
berauses the most soooessful, kind of
rascal. The sober gambler and sober
burglar are wvery common charscters.
If we should boycott gll soclety save
the total abstainers, the sober remnant
wonld Include the worst gnaves and the
mast incurahle palitical idiots and so-
cisl cranks,

ns

INTERESTS.

Proaperity has given a tremendous
impetus o the lumber interests of the
Northwest in the past two years, which
bide falt to increase in response Lo oon-
tinued legitimate demand for several
years to come. Blg log drives are the
rule this Winter in streams that draln
the timber districts of Western Oregon
and Washington, while hig logging con-
tracts, to the fulfillment of which the
logging rallway and locomotive will be
brought, are reported from time to time.
One of the latest of the iatter is a con-
tract entered into by a lumber company
of Cascade Locks for the delivery of
50,000,000 fert of Joge o be taken from
the Wind River Valley.

pess and mercy of God™ Bmmbﬂ—i The vast timber resources of the Cas-

1f It Is possible to |

 Ism of course there was,

| for his chlef.

| clty,

to labor suocess- |

cade Range are in many cases difMicult
of aééess and the demand heretofore
has been read !y met by the more ae-
cessible supply. Now, however, with o
greatiy stimulated bome demand and a
lumber market of wast possibllities
opening in wvarjous directlons, more
ecostly appllances for reaching these
magnificent timber districts and bring-
ing thelr product fo the sawmiils are
Justified.

These great logging contracts mean
plenty of work for a sturdy class of
Isborers, the olrculation of large sums
of money, of which the farmer will
receive his due share for the food and
forage supply, the miller his toll and
the hardware and ciothing merchant
his Just proportion. Whatever machin-
ery may do for the logging and lumber
industries, great activity therein means
the employment of large numbers of
men, and this in turn maans the dis-
bursement of large sums of money In
Wiges.

— |

HEROISM TRE CHILD OF HUMBLE
LIFE.

The old but ever-new story of the
herolsm of humble life lles behind the
monument erected by his shipmates to
the memory of Danlel Donoghue, a
sallor who lost his life last August by
Jumping into the sea while crossing Ma-
nlils Bay to save a sailor who had
fallen overboard. The memorial has
been placed In the American cemetery
at Pasay, Manila. The gravestone is |
inseribed ms follows: “In memory of |
Danlel Donoghue, seaman, U, 8 8. New
Orleans, born in Philadelphia, Pa, 1L
S. A, Aug. 5, 1575, drowned In Manlia
Bay, P. I, Aug. & 1800, in attempting |
to save the life of a shipmate. Erected
by his =hlpmatea’ Such actions as
this, which com n gallant salior his life,
are not exceptional; they happen every
day in this broad land. Sometimes It Is
a humble workman In a mine dying
at his pokt mather than leave It and
risk destruction of all his feilows; some-
times it s a gallant seaman on a
doomed ship giving up his life rlther|
than stalon his honor by act of selfish.
ness; sometires It s a soidler losing
his life to rescue a wounded comrade
from a savage foe; sometimes It 2 an
engineer sticking his locomotive
when he knows he is riding to his
death; sometimes It Is a8 gallant swlm- |
mer josing his lfe for numble people
that he never knew untll he saw them
struggling for life \n the surf,

It Is & noteworthy fact that your |
modern heroes, who are really herole,
like Bayard and Sidney, in deeds rather
than in verse or speech, are as a rule
men of humbie rather than high-born
station. Thelr generous lmpulse and
herale torce Is not the result of educa-
tion, or reading, or vanity, or striving
for glory or applause. It s irrepressi-
ble and Inexplicable as the deeds and
words of men of genjue Real heroes
are a8 unconeclous of thelr herolsm as
men-of genlus are unconsclous of their
supreme, exceptional powers, and do
grest things apparently without great
effort, simply because they cannot help

Lo

1t It && thin frequent spectacie of lrre-
pressible, instinetive herolsm among
humble mer that saves us from thas

canker, the mildew, the blight of that
so-called volee of culture—the dreary,
whining pessimism of so many modern
puipits, =0 many modern wrilers of
poetry and flotlon, The world does
grow better, and the frequency of such
deeds of unselfish Impulse and herole
force among the plaln people as that
recorded of the gulilaot American sallor
in a far-off Aslatic graveyard does
much to reassare those who are natur-
ally disgusted with the worship of the
Mammon of succesaful unrighteousness,
This humble American sallor instinct.
ively obeyed “the golden ruie.” He ren-
soned he was bound to do as he would
he done by under llke clrcumstances,
and hé rushed to the of the
drowning man because be could not

rescye

help It |
We find Uittle or nothing of this broad,

unseifish Impulse married to hercis

force In the annals of antigquity. Hero- |

but It wis of
he clannish gort as n rule; the herolsm
of the Highlander who was educated |
to belleve that it was his duty to die
It ts within our own cen-
tury that we find the most frequent
imitation of the sell-sacrifice of Sldney
and the humane chivalry Buynrd,
whose behaslor was as exceptional
among the high-bred warriorm of their
day as It would have been to have |
found as'perfect & woman aa one of
Shakespeare’'s great heorolnes among
the malds of honor of Queen Ellza-
béth. The most comforting reflsction of
all is that this reallstle herolsm, which
dares (0 do noble things that are diM- |
cult, Is found most frequently among |
the plain people; the mank and file of |
rugged Intelligence, courage and rnpﬂ-l
whe mnever culttvate herolsm,
never lalk nbout It, never read about it
in prose or poetry, but instantly rise to
the level of Itr execution when the hour
comes and a man for the hour ls want-
The sentimental affectation of he-
rodes and the loquacions enthusinam of
cranks never crystaliizes into a Ufe or
dewth of genulne heroism or self-sacri-
fice, It Is the healthy pialn people of
the world's great races, not thelr man-
acal, fanatical, sentimental folk; it Is
the non-brooding, non-sentimental, non-
alkative, mon-morbid, plain American
people that are always surprising us
by hervic action and chivairic conduet.
And becauss this in true the so-called |
mantic novel and romantic drama
continue to hold the eye and the ear
and the heart of the race today. Those
who predict the decline and death of
the romantic novel and the romantic
drama are mistaken just as people are
mistaken who think nobedy s betrer|
than they are in thought, feellng, tasts
or actlon. To thelr cynical taste the
romantic, herolo types in fictlon and
the drams seem to bs morbid creations. |
The herolc man is a crank; the herolc
womkn = only n case of hysteria. Bur
ss we bave painted out, tnhe heroie In
manhood and womanhood In American
life has never "bheen the expression of
morbid, diseased humanity. Herole un-
selfishinesn and unflinching devotion to
duty, when expressed In deeds rather|
than in words, are the expreasion of a
healthy, not a morbld, mind, whether |
you find it in a miner or a marquis |
If Dumas, Thackeray, Scott and George |
Ellot were all wrong and herolsm is |
only the dfseased action of morbid |
minds: If all romance is really rot, and |
syslamatic seifishness the true gulde,
philosopher and friend of t(he best
worldly lifs, why, then, we would peem
to be in a bad way, but Howells s not
right, since Il he |s right Shakespeare
was wrong, and the pialn people who
continue to breed romanmtic desds are
wrong.

of

ed

L — |

The Treasury Depariment has just
issued the “Anpusl Report of the Su-

| the elty government.

pervising Special Agent for the Fiscal
Year Ending June 30, 180" It pre-
sents some very interesting flgures ms
to the manner In which Portland con-
tinues to handle the largest foreign
commerce of any port in the Pacific
Northwest, desplte the fact that all
of the nolse |s made by the Puget
Sound cities, According to this report,
which la strictly officlal, the total re.
celpts for the Willamette district for
the fiscal year were 3805076 88, while
the recelpls for the Puget Sound dis-
trict for the same period were but
$419688 76 The cost of collecting the
duties In this district was $0.085 per
dollar collected. The cost of eollecting
the Puget Bound dutles was $0.229 per
dollar. Thus is “poor old Portland" be-
ing distanced by her loquacious rivals.
e —————————

Having walted long for the location
and equipment of a sultable quarantine
siatlon at the mouth of the Columhis
River, the pecple of a wide section in-
4erested in kceping pestilences at bay
wiil be glad to learn that a location
sultable In every respect has at last
been secured, and that its equipment,
though not yet perfect, answers pres-
ent needs, and will In time be complete,
Direct communication with Aslatio
ports rendérs absolutely mnecessary
what has Jong been demanded by ordi-
pary prudence In 8 quarantine station,
and It Is gratitying to note that the
demand has been fully met,

A man talks In an ldeal straln but
like a sthoolboy when he says justice
ehould be deait without money and
without price. In the first place, law-
yers and courts do not want to deal it
In that way. Witness the howl of law-
yers against fees, In the second place,

“Justice never will be dealt Justly so

long as others tharn litlgants have to
pay the price. Let us not allow ounr
schoolboy enthusiasm, our juvenlle les-
rons on the blrssedness of free institu-
tions, to waft us away towards Impal-
pable reglons where evervhbody gets
:;fl‘ all he wants and nobody foots the
",

| graviiy,

&re irexact., clther beciuse of carciees-
sers of because of some self-interest, fa
only undersiood Dy persons who have
besn for years In the news service. The
Eeneral accuracy of the Associnted Presa
#£rvice I8 enmtitied to cordial recognition,
outside of journalism an well an by news-
piper managers. Including In Its mem-
bership the principal papers In every
rection of the country, and representing
every shade of politieal oplinlon, the As
rociated Pressa can be the servant of po
interest and no locality. Inmccurscles in
newns, apart from thoss Incidental to the
persons from whom, and the time within
which, the news ls to be collected, are
dus to the warping {aft of per 1
local or partisan interest. From this In-
fluence the Assoclnted Press Is freed by
the very conditions of Its existence and
the elements of its composition. A ce-
operaiuve news collecting and dlstribut-
ing agency eoyering the entire country
¢in have no personality, no local bias
and no party coloring.

The meeting of the association In this
city this week was the inrgest and most
representative assembly of newspaper
mAnAgers ever hald. The personal con-
fact Into which these gentlemen were
brought ought to Increase thelr mutaasl re-
gard, and mitigute the asperities which
slmost Inevitubly arise in public discus-
sions, and the advoescy of adverse Inter-
esta. Buch a meeting cannot fall to In-
creaso the dignity snd raise the stand-
ards of the press as a whole: for the pub-
lie sentiment of the prems of the country
i focused upon ench paper with results

equatlly sdvantageous to it and to the
public.

—

CENTER OF POPULATION.

—

Moved Eastward This Time—West
Will Bring It Back.

Kansay City Btar,

For the first time in 109 yenrs the cen-
ter of population In the United States
has doubled on Its tracks and moved
eastward, This polnt 1s the center of
&3 to speak, of tha country,
under the sssumption that each Indl-
vidual bas the same welght, If the map
of the United States were printed om &
thin plece of board, whose welght gould
be left out of account, and 76,236,300 pegs

| were distrijuted over’the surfaee In ao-

We are regaled with the entertaining ‘

anomaly of the opponents of the canal
yoked up with the opponents of the
Hay-Pauncefote treaty, The former
&re rallroad hirelings, henchmen of
capital and trusts, and therefore friends

| of England and enemies of the common

people. The Intier are'enemies of Eng-
land and alleged friends of the peaple,
and hate British influsnoe and gold so
cordially that they would beard the Hon
in his den sooner than not fortify the
canal. Politica make strange bedfel-
lows, but seldom stranger than these.
—_—

They have & kind of polltles st The
Dalles which is worth Iabeling, That
enterprising clty by some mysterious
means has accumulated a sinking fund
of several thousand dollars’ on which

| It gets higher !nterest than it pays for

eity bonds, Thus its debt helps to run

The secret of the

| growth

mystery fe said not to be unattainable. |

If Portland has any embryo financiers,
they might go to The Dalies for a
course of development.

It is not the single duty of property-
owners to support government and
courts, but of all cltixens, There Is
every reason why a man who doee pot
pay to the publlie fund should pay for
his luxury of litigytion. Justice Is an
Impalpable, intangible thing at best,
but not so much so that we fall to see
by Instinct the rightecusness of paying
for what we get.

e

Eliminate time, suggests an ingenious
body, and evolution will trouble relig-
lonists not in the least. Why not ellm-
Inate space aleo? These two concepts
compose the mystery of e, Without
them, this world and universe have no

cordance with the populntion returns, the
muep would balance on a nesdle polnt
supporting it benenth a spot In Boutn-
western Chio,

The firat census, taken in 1T, showed
the center 1o be 23 miles east of Baltl-
more. During the next 18 years It moved
i1 files due west, It continued on the
same general course, with a  slightly
southeriy trend, In jumps of from # to
& miles each decade, until 180, when it
entered Bouthern Ohlo, Then It took a
sharp turn northward, that put It 45
miles east by north of Clncinnntl. In 1980
it had moved 35 miles to & point sight
miles wesl by wouth of the same city. Iis
position shifted 48 miles westward dur-
Ing the next W0 years, and the center of
population, scecording to the census of
158, war at Weatport, Ind. Now It has
retrenied more than 40 miles, snd is
across the Ohlo llne, on the Miam! River,
north of Cincinnati.

The reason for the change s appar-
ent. Eastern citles have outgrown the
rest of the country. New York State
alone galned merre in population during
the decade than the seven States of Mis.
sourt, Kansas, Jowa, Nebraska, Bouth
Dakowa, Colorsdo and Arkansas. During
the boam years from 1850 to 180 the
of the West was abnormal At
the beginning of -the present decade it
was suffering from the Inevitablie reac-
tlon. But the lean years were followed
by fat ones. Prosperity on a substantial
basis attracted a large population. This
filled the gaps left by those who had re-
turnéd to the East. Whiie the real wel-
fire of the West wWas never so secures ns
today. the revival had mnot been long
enough In progress to make itself feit
to & morked degres in the census figures
an population,

Undoubtedly the census of 1999 will
sahow tha resumption of the accustomed
march of the star of empire. Meanwhile

| the West need only point to its per ecap-

limltations. Assuredly let us eliminate |

time and space, and everyiking will
be miracle and miracle will no longer
be miracle,

Emperor Willlam has explnined Kru-
ger's bad luck, - The Kalser savs, and
he ought to know, that God was in the
Orient with the German (roops. This
revelption makes the enigma slmple,
now that the Chinese crisls ia over and
the Boers are dolng bhetter,

If Bryan had got there, he eould rot
now bhe makipg money by explalning
tho inconciugiveness of electiona and
how he haopened to be such an unsafe
young Absalom.

Roosevelt does not exhibit any

fear
that If McKinley should die Mark
Hanna would succeed to the Presi-
dency.

If the Boers shall keep on, the return
of Roberts 10 England will border on
the embarrassing.

Portland iz not a slow town If street

| rallway construction Is a measure of

progress,
Stevyn's name ought to g+t him into
Germany without offense to the Kalser,

A PUDLIC BENEFACTOR.

Yalue of Associnted Press to the
Reading Pablle.

New York Journal of Commerce,

The Assotlated Press has just success-
fully held its first annual meeting.
Through a sngle organization It per-
forms the service that was a few years
ago rendered by the old New York As-
eoclated Press In co-operation with Inde-
pendent organizations In New Engiand,
the West and the South, It does mare,

for It his no conslderab’s rival, while
the definct United Prers was bullt up
and reached & communding position in

competition with the powerful organiza-
tion which was then eontrolled exclukive-
Iy In thin eclty. The present Associated
Press.. which suoccesded the Associated
Presa of Tiinols, s bullt up on the co-
operative principle, It contalne pver &
or nearly all of the leading newspipers in
the United Btautes. lts news i& read by
probably 500000 of peonle. If not mote,
it ix the most extensive news aessocia.
tion ever formed. and its remarkable suc-
cess I the highest evidence of ts effl-
clency; for It hes no moans of compui-
slon, it has o protectlon against com-
petition, and Us membership = (o be
expliined only by the sdvantugs it offers,
Al the time of its organization the ocomn-
ditions were far from propltious. That It
g0l s0 sirong & footing was something of
mn achievement and an astonishment to
many of the friends of M. E. Stone and
C. 8 IMehl, its mahagers

The association affords the publlc the
most effective guarantee 4§t can have
against spurious mews. That there have
been errors In its dispatches Is true, as
it is truoe of 4ll news agencies, Individ-
ual and coliective. The difficulty of get-
tihg the news, and geiting it accuratsly
within the time available for the pervice
of dally papers, Is not appreciated by the
publlc, and cannot be appreciated by per-
sans autside of journalism. The narrow-
néss of the time lmits is not Lhe only
difficuity: the extent to which persons
from whom the pews must be obtained
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| man of

| be no use for o caucus,

ita wealth
prosperity.
—_—r—————

to Indicate the fullness of

Object of & Cancua,

PORTLAND, Dec. 17.—~(To the Editor.)—
Some of the McBride-Mitchell organs,
renlizsing the hopelesaness of thelr causs,
desire (o prevent a cauvcun, or, if a cau-
cus (s held, that the vote in such caucus
shall be viva voce, hoplng thereby to de.
ter members from voling freply for the
their chaolee. They were, it s
said, anxlous, immodintely after the Juns
election, for the uvrual (mecrel) caocus,
but a doubt has come over the spirit of
thelr driam. The cobjrot of a caucus, us
I understand |1, i= that the pary in con.
trol of the Leglslature may meet In s
cret caucus and choogs presiding oMcers,
without fear that they will be unfairly
or unjustiy dealt with, because of thelr
vote for or against any particuiar per-
som, and that there may be no vindietive
feeling in the party toward any member
thereonf by renson of their vote, and that
the party may continue united, and not be
=pilt up Into fectlons, or a war of fac-
tlons, by resson of any vols east In the
canecus within the purty. Otherwise It
it to De an open vate, there would
A vote In the

in

| open Senate would be all that was nee-

essary. In suoh a case, a long-continued
context Is Ikely to be the result, and the
party in control may be deprived of the
frults of thelr victory. The same rmile
applies In the choles of & Senator.
VETERAN REPUBLICAN.

————

Thanks, Gentle Critie.
Balt Lake Tribune,

On the 4th inst, The Portland Ore-
gonian celcbrated its SHh_ annlversary.
Its evoltution from n petty sheet to a
great journal is depicted In the annl-

| versary edition by description and [Hlus-

tratfon. from the foew oases. Lthe petty
band-press worked In 4 oabin, to the lino-
type nnd ilghining-speed quadrupie per-
fecting press working In a palace, The
Oregonlan Is a gresl newspaper: on the
shore of the Pacific It every day gives
its renders the world’s news, and from
Its station It s every Jday 2 notice (o
the far-pff East that the great West

in full evidence and iz swiftly assuming
Its equal and naturs! rght to a full voice
in the conduct of the Rspublle. If The
Oregonlan s semetimes angular and stub-
born In the advocacy of its ballefs, that
can be forgiven In conslderation of the
power It carries and the ceasclese Indus-
try employed upon it. It has shaped pub-
Ile opinion i Oregon for 30 years, and
it has maintained 1ts place becyose It has
Lieen esrvied on with n steady judgment,
and in all its fights it has wislded only
stralght blowe. The Tribune wishex [t
continued success and all prosperity.

Fatally Scalded in Bathtub.

Edward B. Quinn, B years old, editor
of the magazine Successful Americans,
was »o badly scdlded that death resuit-
ed. In a room at the Delevan Hotel, New
York Clty, he turned cold water In the
bathtub preparatory to taking a bath,
During an absence from the room the
cold water was torned off and the hot
water allowed to run. On his return, Mr.
Quinn without investigating, jumped Into

the tub and was scalded all over.
e it

Arttwur Eherburne Hardy.
Ok, what a night for & soul 1o gof .
The witnd & bawk and the feids in mnow;
N screening cover of leaves In the wood,
Nor s star abroad the way to abow,

Do they part in peace, soul with its clay?
Temamt and landiord. what do they say?

Was it eigh or sorrow or of releass

I heard just now as the face turned gray?

What if, aghast on the shore) main
Of Etwerniry, it scught again
The sheiter and rest of the Inle of Time

And knocked at the door of the house of pain'

Om the tavern's bearth the embers glow,
The lnagh (s derp und the fagons low,
But without, the snd the trackiess
Angd cight st the where & soul

kY,

wind
gate, would go!

THE SHAFROTH IRRIGATION BILL

(Fifey sizth Congress, Second Session. H R
1220 In the Houss of Nepresentatives. De-
comber & 1000, Mr. Shafroth introduced 1he

mitte on public lands and ordered to Be
printed. A Bill for the comstrustinn of reser-
volrs srid-land states and for the d&is-

vk

In the

of the public lands reciaimed thrreby.)
it enacted by the SBenate and House
Representatives of the United Biates
of America, In Congress Assembled. that
the Geologlea! Burvey s hershy alrected
to make accurate surveys of at least four
practical reservolr sites and irrigating
dtches lvading to the reservolrs and (o
the publie lands to be !rrigated therefrom,
In each of the aird land states of the
United Mates, and estimate the cost of
the construction and compietion of the
same, as well g8 the quantity of waler
which can be stored im each.

Bec. L That the director of the Geolog-
leal Burvey shall make a report .to the
Secrotary of the Interior as to each res-
ervoir and Irrigating ditch, showing the
survey, cost of construction. gquantity of
public land In such state which can be
Irrigated from such reservolr. and the lo-
ention of the sald land, as well as all other
facts relative to thse practloability of the
enterprise.

Sec. & That upon the fAlng of such re-
part the Secretary of the Intetior may, In
his dtacretion, wilhdraw from public en-
try the lanffn embraced within the refer-

a

wvolr sites a1 high-water mark, and a strip |

of ground 5 feet In width bordering on
the same, and the land within 0 feet on
each =ide of the center line of the Ir-
rigating ditches to be constructed In con-
nection therewith, together with the pub-
ltc lands which it |s proposd to irrigate
from such reservoirs.

Sec. 4. That upon the determination by
the Becretary of the Interior that the
reservolr and irrigation project is prae-
tical, he shall cnuse to be let upon proper
publie notice contracts for the construc-
tlon of the same: provided, however, that
contricts for the construction and com-
pistion of reservolrs and the lrrigating
ditches conpectaed therswith In any one
state shall not excsed the sum of §1,000,-
020,

Sec. & That the followlng-named states
shall be comsidersd as arid-land states
within the meaning of this aet, to-wit:
Callfornla, Oregon, Washington, Idaho,
Nevada, Utah, Montana, Wyoming, Colo-
rado, Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakola
and Noaorth Dakota

Sec. & That the sum of $0000,000, or so
much therea! as may be necessary, be,
and the same Ix hereby appropriated out
of any money in the Treasury not other-
Wiss mpriated, for the purpose of car-
rying into effect the provisions hereof.

Ser. 5. That
each Irrigation project the lands to be
irrigated thereby shall be subjest to
homestend entry after notice by the Beo-
retary of the Interior upon the condition
that (n addition to the requirements of the
homestend act, the entryman on the mak-
ing of proot of settlement ahall pay to the
Government the sum of 230 per nore,
and each entryman shall be limited o the
eniry and ssttlement of 80 acres,

Bec. . That when the major part of the
land intended to be Irrigated from sach
reservolr has been duly located upon, as
aforesald, the managem-mt of the reser-
voir and Irrigating ditches connectad with
the (rrigation project shall be turned over
to the sald homesteaders, who shall man-
age and maintain the same, either as a

body or through = corporatiom to be
formed by them.
Bec. 3 That nothing In this act shall

ba construed an Interfering with the laws

of the sld states concerning Irrigation,
Sec. 14 That the Secretary of the In-

terfor = hereby muthorized to make much

rules and regulations for the purposs of |

enforcing the provislons hereof as may
be Just and proper.
et

Wist Polnt Will Get Justice.

Neow York Commercial Adeveriiser.

Betwoen the Army Board appointed by
Secretary Root and the committes of the
House of Representatives to Inqguire into
the charges of hazing at West Point
Milltary Academy, the public should be
made fully aecqualnted with the facis
In the caxe of the cadel, Oscar L. Boom
whose recent death has been arrtibuted
to maltreatment a2 the hands of fellow
cadets two years ago, It ls natural that
the War Department should take steps
to get At the bhottom of a scandal af-
fecting the training school of it officers,
but the motive of the Congressional In-
guiry, undertpken after Secretary Root's
board was created, is not apparent ex-
cept as A response to the popular outery
which the case has ralsed. The report
of Colonel Mills, the asuperintendent of
thes academy, In which he asks for an
investigatiom, tends very strongly to dis-
credit the story of brutal hazing. The
superintendent’'s eategorical denial of the
charge that *“a flery fuld was poured
down Booz's throat from the effects of
which he afterward suffered”™ will sat-
lafy everyane whe knows Colonel Milis
and the scademy. It f= only falr to him,
however, that the facts should be ea-
tablished by 2 board of ofcers, and no
barm need come from the meddling of
Congressmen. If the truth proves to be
anything like the shocking reports about
the case that have been clrculated in the
newspapera radien] remedles would be
demanded. and these, it Is =afe 1o =&Y,
the Army Board would not be siow to
formulate and enforece.

Grange Agalast Ship Bountles,
Chicagn Chronicle

Certain of the Western members of
Congress who act as attorneys for the
shipping-bounty beggara have been tall-
Ing us that there was a loud demand for
bounties not only from the seaboard,
but from the rural districts of the great
interior.

They have nspertad as though from pos-
ftive knowledge that the woods of In-
diann, the pralries of Ilinois, and the
stubble-flelds throughout all the Valley
of the Misslesippl wers all om fire for
subsidies and bounties, and that any
honorable gentleman wifh should refuse
to vote publle money into the pockets
of shipbullding and shipowning capltal-
ists would be consumed from off the
face of the politienl sarth.

Now wes have a pretty conolusive an-
swer to these ndepts In the noble art of
ciaiming everything. The state grange
of Illinols, In wession In Penria, has
adopted a resalution which may be ae.
copted ns an expression of the farmamm’
view of this matter at Ilsast untii we
have a more authoritntive expression.

The resolution strongly dlsapproves of
shipping subxides on the ground that to
vote thom would ba an act of “special
leginlation to put milllons of dollars of
the people’s money Into the pockets of
a few wealthy men and corporations who
are able to finance their own enter-
pripes.™

That looks as though the pralrie fires
were moure lIkely to consume the Congres-
sional attorneys for the bounty beggars
than those who dJdefend the Treasury
agninst thelr freebooting rald

e e e s
The Ofher's View.
Chicago Times-Herald
1 longed to go from whers the hills
Laoomed bioe sgainst the sky,
And gaze upon the spreading ses
Amd watch the ahips go by
1 jongud 1o stand while others still
JWere fast in blissful sleep
Ané see the sun's first crinison glow
Spread out acroms the deep.

And while in wonderment [ gazed
Out on the porple ses ¢
Another Fianced scroms the waves
And turned and spoke to me;
Ok, that [ might behold the hills,
Tha gray old hilla that rise
Like monuments to God and lose
Thetr summits in the akies!”

You comnt the treasores that you have
And wigh sand turn sway

And savy soms ons else who seems
So amply blessed today—

| stray meteora which had

upon the completion of

NOTE AND COMMENT.

Lat 9= hope that those I mew warehips
will save us from the need of ever using
them.

Carnemie is scattering Hbraries around
s0 fast that he who reads must run to
teep up with them all

A Now Jersey preacher ia going to sup-
press peopls who talk in church, Doea
he intend to Inciude himselif?

The Franch Chamber of Deputies wants
to maks people stop drinking absinthe.
But the absinthe will do that If thepy
onty Jet It alone.

American awindiers recently got 50.000
in Italy. These gentiemen should be
taken prisoners by the Unitad States and
sent to do llkewise In Turkey.

Emperor Willlam says that the Germans
were sucoessful because the Lond was on
the!r side, The Hoers, with the samas
plly, did mot prosper so well

Now that Richard Croker In paying o«
come tax in England, there will be ttie
sympathy in that country with the cra-
sade agalnst vice In New York

Mark Twain s truly & great man., He
occuples more space in the newspapers
than the Emperor Willlam. Boul de Cas-
tellane and Tod Slcan pul together.

There wera 80 many other causes for
grazitude the last Thursday in November
that we entirely overiooked the fact that
Adlatl Isn't writing magasine articles

Peaple who spent the night liks stray
cats on the house tops or I craning thalr
necks out of garret windows and were
after all dizappointed at the failure of
the expected display of meteors ow
Leonids, will be nleased 10 jenrn that it
& supposed that a change In thelr orhit

has taken place taking them farther
away from this valn and transitorp
world, Professor Wendell, of Harvard,

says that unlesa during the next I years
thers sball be another change Lringing
them back nearer the earth, we shall see
no more of the anclent shaw of November
Leonids. The few seen this year wers
wandered from
the beaten path If this show has gone
to play an engagement at some other
planst people will have to try to live
without secing it and there will not be 2o
much loss of sleep In November In the
future.

William F. Woodward, of Woodard,
Clarke & Co., In speaking of a statement
printed In thiz column yesterday to the
effect that a Philadelphia firm has ad-
vertised to take Canadian coins at thelr
fac= value. says that his firm has been
advertising in The Oregonifan thelr wil-
ingness to do this for some time, and an*
& result find that frugal housewives from
all parts of the city come thare 1o un-
lead such colns rreelved from the hande
ef hurrisad strest-car conduectors and other
people who (posxibly) mistake the eains
for American money. There Iz not a
great deal of Canadian money In circula-
tion in Portland, and as a rule peopie
fight shy of anything larger than a dime,
as they “stand to lose™ 10 cents on a @-
cent plece, and 5 cents on a quarter. The
firm walts antll an sccumulation of the
money is heaped up in its safe, then sends
it to Canada and exchanges it, so it loses
nothing on the transaction.

Postmaster-General Emith tells this
story on Colene! Curtls Guild, of Boston,
who accompanied Governor Rooseveit ¢n
his campalgn tour: "It was In an Ohlo
town at a night meeting. Colonel Guild,
who Is o magnificent ormtnr, ls always
particular about his introduction. Ha
usually had it put something llke this:
‘Ladles and gentlemen, I have the honor
of Introducing to you Colonel Curtis
Ghulld, of Boston, who was one of the
first American officers to resch Santiago
and who was with Governor Roosavelt
during that memorable campalgn.’ The
chalrman of the mesting was told what
to =ay, and was given a slip with the
Httle Introduction written on It, so that
there could be no mistake. He wos indig-
nant and threw the paper away, saring
he could remember. When the time came
for Guild to speak, the chalrman urose
and sald: ‘Ladies and gentlemen, fellow
Repubbioans, this is Colopel Gulld Curtls,
who was the first Bpanish officer to reach
Boston." ™

——
PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

Tha Heal Thing.—“Do you think har halr Is
all real™ “Why, of course, A glrl with her

means would mever buy any other kind™'—
Fhiladeiphia Evening Bulletin.

One Token Barred — 'Dearie, what do ryou
went me to give you for Christman?’ “~“Well,

precious, I've got sleven framed photographs
of you now.”—Detrolt Free Fress.

Moo and Antidote.—"Della studied medis
¢ine, you know, and !'ve taken a ecooking-
school courss.” “Well?” “We're gpouing
start & magnzine called “What to Eat, snd
How to Get Over 1" "—Puck.

Baron—1 underntand s member of the Anti.
fmperinlist League had a bad fainting speil
the other day, Egberti—Indesd? “Tes, b
hesrt kis wife waz aboul to appear o an Eme
pire jpown."'—Yorkers Statesman.

Approach of Christmas—' “Why 414 Anthony
Hops™  “Be Mrse. C bell Prasd.’
Whin doen Albert Troft?™ “When Glbeon
Bowles ' *“What gave Barry Paln?' “To sea
Flors Steele' ““Why was Rider Haggard™*
“Hecatine he had 8 Marie Corelll”—Lonlon
Globe.

Something Just as Good.—'"Have you Dick=
ens’ “Tale of Two Cltiew’ 7" aaked the ooca-
sonel, eustomer. “'Nao, sir,” roplied the new
salesman st the book store, after & giance at
ihe shelwes, “but 1 see we have & ‘Honmnes
ef Two Worlds," by Marie Corelll. Wor't thag
do T —Chicago Tribuna.

——————————

From Whittler to Holmes,
{De. Holmes' 834 birthday, August 39, 1802,

Inspired Whittler's iast iines, writien oniy &
fow days bafors his desth.)

Among 1he thousands who with hail and cheer
Wil welcome thy new year,

How faw of all have pawsed, as thou asd £
80 many milestones by!

We have grown old togetser. we have mesn,
Qur youth and age beiwesn,
Two grosrations leave us, and today
We wiith the third hold sway,
Living sod [oved.

If thought must m“ﬂ‘
ran .
To those who, ofte by one,

In the great sijence and the dark beyond
Vanished with farewells fond,

Unseen. not loat, cur grateful memories still
Thelr vacant places fil,
And with the fuli- volesd gresting of new
friends, i
A tender whisper olends,

Linksd close in a pathetls brotherhood
of mingled 11 and good,

Of joy and grief, of grandsur and of shame,
For pity more than blnrsme,

Far off. and faint as echoes of a drsam,
The songs of boyhood seem;

Yot on our Astumn boughs, unflown witf
Epriog. -
The svening thrushes sing.

The hoor draws Dear, howe'er delayed and

late,

Whea at the Eternal Gate
lsave the words and works we =il oot
own,

And 18t vold hands slsne

iowe to Al Our sakedness of soul
Brings to that Gate no toll:

Giftiess, we come Lo Him who all thiogs gives, .

And lfve because No lives,

We

For




