
A BRITISH DISASTER

Clements1 Forces Defeated
by Boers Under Delarey.

HEAVY LOSSES ON BOTH SIDES

English Forced to Ah an don Their
Foaltlon General French, "With.

Reinforcements. Ha Gone to
the Rescue.

LONDON. Dec. 14. Lord Kitchener re-
ports that, after severe fighting at Noolt-gedac-

General Clements' forces were
compelled to retire by Commandant De-

larey, with a force of 2500 men. Five Brit-
ish officers were killed. The other casual-
ties were not reported. Lord Kitchener's
official dispatch to the War Office Is as
follows:

"Pretoria, Dec 13. Clements' force, at
Ncoltgedacht, on the Magalles Berg, was
attacked at dawn today by Delarey. re-

inforced by Beyer's commando from
Warmbath. making a force estimated at
2500. though the first attack was re-
pulsed, the Bocrs'managed to get to the
top of the Magalles' Berg, which was held
by four companies of the Northumberland
Fusiliers, and were thus able to command
Clements' camp. He retired on Hekpoort,
and took up a position on a hill In the
ceuter of the valley.

"The casualties have not been complete-
ly eported, but the fighting was very se-

vere, and I deeply regret that Colonel
Legge, of the Twentieth Hussars, and
Captains McBean, Murdoch and Atkinson
were killed. Reinforcements have left
here."

Lord Kitchener also reports that the
Boers made an attack and were repulsed
at Lychtenburg, and that General Lem-m-

was killed. Attacks upon Bethlehem
and Vrede were also repulsed, the Boers
losing 10 killed and 14 wounded. Vryheid
was dttacked December 1L Sniping con-
tinued when the message was dispatched.

The scenes at the War Office today re-
call those witnessed In the early stages of
the war. A constant stream of excited
people filled the lobbies, all seeking details
of the disaster. The absence of the names
of any of the officers of the Northumber-
land Fusiliers in General Kitchener's dis-
patch leads o the foreboding that the
four companies of the Fusiliers mentioned
are in the hands of the Boers. The War
Office officials evidently expect a heavy
casualty list, but they are hopeful from
the fact that the dispatch does not men-
tion the capture of the Northumberlands
that such a great catastrophe has been
escap-d- .

Orders were Issued at Aldershot, Malta
and ether military centers to dispatch all
the available mounted infantry to South
Africa.

It it reported that General Knox, co-
operating with the British column at
Reddersburg has stopped General Dewet.
and that a battle is proceeding. The re-
port adds that many of General Dewet's
followers have been captured.

The scene of the fight is ominously close
to Pretoria. Nooltgedacht Is only 22 miles
northwest of Pretoria.

English Lous Heavy.
LONDON. Dec. 18. Lord Kitchener re-

ports that 18 officers and 555 men are mis-
sing from General Clement's force. They
consist of four companies of the North-
umberland Fusileefs. Judging from the
message these were captured by the
Boers. Clement's casualties December 13
amounted to five officers and nine men
killed and many apparently wounded.

French Goes to the Reacne.
JOHANNESBURG. Dec 14. The bat-

tle still continues within a few miles from
Krugersdorp. General Clements has
asked for reinforcements, and mounted
men under General French have already
gone. There have been many casualties
on both sides. It is estimated that the
Boers number 2800.

Kruser Heard the Xcvrs.
LONDON, Dec 15. "Mr. Kruger and Dr.

Leyds, who dined this (Friday) evening
at the Palace," sayf the correspondent of
the Dally Mall at The Hague, "on hear-
ing of the British disaster at Nooltge-
dacht, were quite unmoved. Mr. Kruger
said he thought the English would break
theii necks on the Magalles' Berg, and he
reasserted his complete confidence In ulti-
mately forcing Engliand to initiate an
acceptable settlement."

Frontier Attack Expected.
LOURENCO MARQUES. Dec. 14. The

British troops at Koomatipoort are stand-
ing to arms in the expectancy of an at-
tack by a Boer force of 1500, which Is in
that vicinity. It is believed to be the in-

tention of this force to make a dash on
the town. The situation Is regarded as
serious. A force of 150 Infantry, a squad-
ron of cavalry and two guns were dis-
patched to. the frontier today.

Krntrer May Meet Salisbury.
NEW YORK. Oec 14. A dispatch to the

Herald from Vienna says:
In circles In this city per-

sons are inclined to give credence to pri-
vate dispatches from London to the effect
that the conclusion of peace in South Af-
rica Is much nearer than Boer reports
would lead them to believe. It is regarded
as quite possible that Mr. Kruger will
draw the proper conclusions from the
course of events In South Africa, and the
experience he has had in Europe.

Reports have been received here to the
effect that Kruger was trying to arrange
an Interview with Lord Salisbury. In
view of the moderation of Mr. Chamber-
lain's latest speech It is not decided im-
possible that such a meeting should take
place.

BRITISH HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Question of Sailor Abases In Port-
land Was Broaebt Up.

LONDON, Dec. 14. In the House of
Commons today the attempt of Henry
Norman, Liberal, to draw out the gov-
ernment on the subject of the Nicaragua
Cmal failed. Lord Cranbome, Parlia-
mentary Secretary for the Foreign Office,
contenting himself with saying no com-
munication had passed between Great
Britain and the qther European govern-
ments with the view of eliciting whether
they would agree to regard as neutral
a canal occupied and fortified by the
United States. No useful purpose, he
added, could be served at the present nt

By replying to the other para-
graphs of the question of Mr. Norman.
These asked If Nlcaragui accepted the
United States Senate's committee view
that the relationship of the United States
and Nicaragua are analogous to that of
Turkey and Egypt at the time of the
construction of the Suez Canal, namely,
the relations of suzerain and vissal. and
If the United States associated Itself with
the protocol signed at the London con-
ference of March 13, 1S7L to the effect
that no power could liberate Itself from
the engagements of a treaty without the
assent of the contracting parties.

Gerald Balfour, president of the Board
of Trade, replying to a question of C. P.
Trevelyan, Liberal, said the board had
received several communications regard-
ing the extortion of "blood money" for
seamen at Portland. Or. The matter had
been brought to the attention of the for-
eigners.

Papal Consistory In Session.
ROME, Dec 14. The consistory Is now

in session, and a number of red hats
will probably be distributed. One of these,
ltis rumored, will be bestowed upon Mgr.

ftrUneUl, the papal delegate at Wash

ington. His promotion will entail his sur-
render of his nresent office. Mer. MarMn- -
elll. It Is thought here, has fulfilled the
delicate duties of his office with singular
success.

The Csar'a Condition.
LTVADIA, Dec 14. Emperor Nicholas,

for the first time since his Illness be-
gan, went Into the open air yesterday,
sitting' on a veranda. Subsequently he
received one of the Ministers in audi-
ence.

THE SEC-DA-Y RIDERS.

Six Men Are Still in the Race Be-

hind the Record.
NEW YORK, Dec 15. The six weary

six-da- y riders, contesting for fame and
money, kept grinding out mile after mile
during the day and evening, at the rate
of about IS miles an hour, and at mid
night the leaders had covered 2264 miles
and seven laps, with the third team Just
one lap behind. All the contestants in the
big race are reported to be In such shape
as will Insure their continuing to the
finish at 10 o'clock tonight.

Madison-Squar- e Garden was taxed to
its utmost capacity last night, the spec-
tators rising In their seats and cheering
madly when any of the riders made an
effort to forge ahead. The leading teams
in the race, Elkes and McFarland, and
Pierce and McEachern, are always on the
alert to catch the other napping, then
to shoot down from the high bank on
either side of the garden In a frantic
effort to gain the coveted lap that would
probably settle the affair. McEachern got
a good start on the bunch at 8 o'clock
last night, but Elkes was hot after him,
and McEacbeqn had to come back to the
others after setting a merry clip for a
few minutes.

The feature of yesterday's riding was
the performance of Kaser. the seemingly
tireless partner of Ryser, who at 5 o'clock
yesterday morning, by a marvelous burst
or speed, stole a clean lap on the racers
and repeated the performance shortly af
ter 2 o'clock yesterday afternoon; this
time, however, having to circle the track
over 20 times, or two miles, before he
caught up with the bunch. Last even-
ing Major Taylor established a new Indoor
world's record for er mile,

making the distance In 25 5 sec-
onds. At the end of the fifth day the
six-da- y riders were 52 miles behind the
record made by Waller and Miller lastyear. The 2 o'clock scores were as fol-
lows:

.. . . Miles. Laps.
.ciKes ana iicFarland 2299 5
Pierce and McEachern 2299 5
aimar ana uougoltz 2299 4
uvaser ana ityser 2299 irisner ana .Frederick 22S9 0vuner ana biinson 2297
joudcock ana Aaronson 1505 1Turvllle and Glmm : 1499 7

THE LEAGUE MAGNATES.

Concluded Their Xew York Meeting
"What They Accomplished.

NEW YORK. Dec 14. The NationalLeague magnates hav onmniAt ,h.i- -
annual Winter meeting, and by midnight
lumgnt me majority of them had leftNew York for their homes. The magnatesspent five days trvlnsr to Ktra!?htn nut
certain matters, but their success hasoeen tar irom nattering. The chaos thatexisted In baseball before the annualWinter session was begun still exists.The chances of another baseball war are
Just as good as they were Monday., The
olive branch has been held out neither
to the Players' Protective Associationnor Ban Johnson's American League.

During the meeting the magnates
turned down the Players' Protective As-
sociation flatly by refusing the players a
rehearing of their demands, decided upon
a schedule for next year, de-
cided that the schedule should be so ar-
ranged that the Eastern Clubs will finish
the season In the West this year, ratifiedan . agreement by which no club shallcarry morn than 16 players during the
season after May 15, and awarded the
franchises of St. Paul. Minneapolis and
Kansas City to the Western League.

As soon as the league had adjourned
the new national board of arbitration
went Into executive session and listened
to the application of T. J. Hlckey, George
Tebeau and C J. Beall, representing the
Western League. They asked for the ter-
ritory recently abandoned by the Ameri-
can League, viz: St. Paul, Minneapolis
and Kansas City. They also asked to be
placed In class A, which puts them on a
footing with the Eastern League. The
Western League will now be composed of
eight cities Besides the ones awarded
tonight, the circuit will Include St. Jo-
seph, Denver, Des Moines, Sioux City or
Pueblo, and Omaha.

Ha.vs at Jfevr Orleans.
NEW ORLEANS, Dec. 14. Weather,

fine; track, heavy and lumpy. Results:
Selling, one mile Dan Cupid won, Judge

Magce second, "Uhlers third; time, 1:50.
Six furlongs Sunrol won. St. Bluff sec-

ond, Fleetwing third; time, 1:20U.
One mile and an eighth, selling Ben

Chance won. Silver Coin second. False
Lead third; time. 2:04.

Handicap, one mile Monkwayman won,
Ida Ledford second. Frangible third; time,
l:47ij.

Seven furlongs, selling Scrivener won,
McCushla second. Mitt Boykln third;
time. 1:33.

Scanlnn Won on a Foul.
MEMPHIS, Tenn.. Dec

Scanlan. of Pittsburg, was given the de-
cision over Dan Creedon. the Australian
middle-weigh- t, tonight, after two minutes'
fighting. In the first round, on a foul.
Creedon was getting the better of Scan-
lan. and the audience hissed the decision.

Lord Rnssell and the Turf.
Lord Russell always seemed to me to

enjoy himself more at a race meeting
than anywhere else, writes Edward
Dicey In the Fortnightly Review. He was
as keen about racing as he was about
everything elee to which he turned his
mind. Many are the strolls we have
taken together on the heath In the early
mornlng hours. I was often amazed by
the store of racing Information he had
not only picked up but retained in his
memory- - The names of the winners of
all the great races of his time, the
weights they carried, the distances by
which they won, the horses which they
defeated, were well-nig- h as familiar to
him as to a trainer of experience. To
me, I confess, one horse Is very like
another in look, and If by any chance
I had ever possessed race horses of my
own, and had watched them from a dis-
tance walking In a string. I should al-
ways have found It difficult to feel cer-
tain which was which, until I had asked
the stable boys who were exercising them.
But Russell had what to my mind was
an extraordinary faculty of recogniz-
ing a horse by Its points. He would con-
stantly In our walks make a guess at
names of a string of horses going to or
from the heath, and Jive times out of
six he would prove to be right In his
nomenclatuic

He had an Irishman's love of horses,
and an Irishman's appreciation of the
points which distinguish horses from one
another, points which, to those who can
recognize them, differ as much as the
features and figures of mankind. He
could talk, and loved to talk, with train-
ers. Jockeys, betting men, and racing
folk, about their own subjects In their
own language, and I think he was proud-
er of his acquaintance with such men as
Porter. Peck, and Cannon than he was
of his friendship with all the leading
magnates of the turf. My belief Id that
his selection as standing counsel to the
Jockey Club gave him more personal
gratification than his elevation to the
bench. I may add that his love for racing
as a sport did not Diina him In any way
to the abuses almost Inseparable from
the turf, and I am convinced from re
marks he has often made to mc In speak-
ing about racing that. Both as a lawyer
and a legislator, he would have been in
favor of drastic legislation with the view
of removing the abuses In question.
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IT WAS A HUNG JURY

DISAGREEMENT IX THE JESSIE
MORRISON CASE.

JarmeH Stood Klne for Acalttal
anal Three XoV Conviction N"ew '

Trial la the Spring;.

ELDORADO, Kan., Deo. 14. Jessie
Morrison's trial for the murder of Mrs.
G. Olln Castle, whose life she Is charged
with having taken because of her love
for Castle, ended today at noon in a
hung jury. Although the Jury did not
agree on a verdict, the result of their de-
liberations came near being an acquittal.
Almost from the start, and before the
case had been discussed by them, nine
of the Jurors voted for acquittal and three
for conviction, the three holding out for
manslaughter In the fourth degree, the
punishment for which ranges from six
months In Jail to two years In the peni-
tentiary. The Jurors had been out since
Tuesday morning, and for the last three
days, realizing that they could not reach
a verdict, they had waited patiently for
their discharge

The case will now go over to the
Spring court. In the meantime, Miss
Morrison's lawyers will make applica- -

JESSIE

KAN., WOMAN WHO HAS BEEN TRIAL FOR
OF OLIX

tlon for her release on bond, which. It Is
believed. Judge Shlnn has already made
up hlstolnd to grant. It Is not believed
that another Jury could be secured In
the county to try the case.

Miss Morrison, who Is a frail little
woman 29 years of age, has undergone a
terrible strain, not only during her five
months' Imprisonment, but during the te-

dious three weeks' hearing of the case
She showed little anxiety or nervousness
when she appeared In the courtroom to-
day, and after the Jury had been dis-
charged, walked quietly with her rela-
tives to her cell. Thre she threw her-
self upon her cot and wept violently.
Later, when seen by a newspaper man,
she would not talk of hor case. "I don't
want to say a thing." she pleaded.

Judge Morrison, her father,
who attended his daughter dally through
the trial, said that he was very much
encouraged. "It shows that there Is not
much doubt of Jessie's Innocence," he

Then he added, "I hear a good
many folks say If the County Attorney
does the right thing, he will dismiss the
case."

County Attorney Brumback is quoted
as saying this afternoon: "It was all a
farce. I knew that there were three
Jurors unfavorable to the state and
woujd hang the Jury. I will begin at
once to investigate and arrests for per-
jury are pretty sure to follow. Perjury
has been committed In the testimony of
the defense"

A nUTTE TRAGEDY.
Lodsjlner-Hons- e Keeper Killed by His

Brothcr-ln-Lnv- r.

BUTTE, Mont., Dec 14. J. V. Cun-
ningham, proprietor of a lodging-hous- e,

was shot and instantly killed this after-
noon by Louis L. Felker, his brother-in-la-

The shooting took place In Cun-
ningham's wife's bedroom. Appearances
point to the conclusion that Cunningham
went there to kill his wife. The couple
had not been living happily together.
Each accused the other of Infidelity. Two
weeks ago, during a quarrel, Cunningham
stabbed his wife twice. He gave himself
up, claiming it was done in
He was a cripple with only one arm,
and always carried a knife. Pending the
noman's recovery he was kept In Jail.
Yesterday he was released on ball. To-
day he went to see his wife, and, by
his attorney's advice, took a friend, Ed
McKlnstry. along. The wife's mother
and her brother, Felker, Insisted on re-

maining In the room during the inter-
view. Cunningham several times asked
to be left alone with his wife. Finally,
all left but Felker, who refused to go
Cunningham, It is claimed, drew his
knife to assault Felker. The latter emp-
tied the contents of a revolver into Cun-
ningham, one bullet going through the
heart. Felker surrendered.

Suspected Train Robbers.
NEW ORLEANS. Dec 14. Three ar-

rests were made early today In the vi-
cinity of the sensational hold-u- p on the
Illinois Central In the suburbs of this city
last night. Two of the prisoners bear a
close resemblance to of the
robbers. A black handkerchief was
found on one of the men. A similar ar-
ticle was used a a mask by one of the
robbers. Engineer Smith, of the train
which was held up, was unable to Iden-
tify the prisoners. Shortly after the rob-
bery. Special Officers Ludch and Daly
saw a white man and a negro near the
Illinois- - Central tracks. The men had a
bag, and the officers called on them to
surrender. Instead, the white man drew
his revolver, and a lively fusillade fol-
lowed between the officers and the men.
The latter finally dropped sack and
escaped toward the swamps. The sack
proved to be a United States mail bag.

A Swarm of Locusts.
Good Words.

One afternoon, near Masseru, In Basuto
Land, what seemed like a dense cloud of
smoke passed round the edge of a moun
tain, appearing as If some native village
was on fire But Instead of fading away
like smoke. It retained Its density and
stretched across and rkyfor
some miles, and seeminf'y without ter- -

mination. As this cloud came nearer, how-
ever, I saw It was composed of millions of
small particles flying along like dust, and
soon realized It was a swarm of' locusts.
They appeared In the distance Indeed like
smoke, some skimming over the top of a
distant mountain, others In the same line
surmounting one closer, and behind them
all the cloud still came on. On a green
plateau close by I observed some natives
attempting to drive them away as they
fell to the ground and rose again. Num-
bers drop to the ground In this manner in
order to have a rest. It took two and a
half hours for this swarm to pass a given
point; but in the case of a large swarm
they will continue to pass for more than
a day, and so dense that a shadow is cast
over the country. When afterward pass-
ing through two swarms. It was like fac-
ing a snowstorm; and on attempting to
ride quickly through them they rattled
like heavy hall, being over an Inch long,
against my boots, face, hand, and pony,
till I had to proceed at a walk.

THE ELDORADO, OX THE
MURDER MRS. CASTLE.

said.

descriptions

their

mountains

CIYTLSERVICEREFORM LEAGUE

Daniel O. Glllman Elected President
Other Officers Chosen.

NEW YORK, Dec 14. The National
Civil Service Reform League today elect-
ed these officers:

President, Daniel C. Glllman, of Johns
Hopkins University; Chas.
Francis Adams. Joseph H. Choate, Grover
Cleveland, Henry W. Barnam, Henry

MORRISON

Hltchcock, Henry Charles Lea, Seth Low,
"Franklin MacVeagh, Bishop Henry U.
Potter and Archbishop P. J. Ryan; secre-
tary, George McAneny; treasurer, A. S.
Grlssell.

Lencnc of Municipalities.
CHARLESTON, S. C. Dec. 14. The

League of American Municipalities con-
tinued Its session today with discussions
on municipal topics. Several Interesting
papers were read. The election of off-
icers and the selection of the place of the
next meeting will be settled tomorrow.

Ostrlculture In Florida.
International Magazine.

Shortly after pairing off the two birds
will begin to build a nest, or rather, to
dig one out ot the ground. The male bird
rests his breastbone on the ground and
kicks the sand out behind him. When
one side Is sufficiently deep he turns
around and operates In like manner until
a round hole about four feet In diameter
and one foot deep is the result of his ex-

ertions. Occasionally he 'intimates to
the female that help Is required, and they
take turns. The hen forthwith begins
to lay an egg every other day, until 12 oil
15 are laid side by side In this hole in the
ground; then they scatter a little sand
over the tops of the eggs to protect
them from the fierce raya of the sun.
This habit has doubtless led to the sup-
position, given as a fact In many natural
histories that the eggs of the ostrich are
hatched by the sun, unaided by the bird.

As soon as the full number of eggs are
laid the couple share the labor of hatch-
ing, the male bird sitting on the eggs
from about 4 o'clock In the afternoon un-
til 9 o'clock the following morning. It
may be understood with what skill this
is performed when it is remembered that
250 to 400 pounds of ostrich are bearing
down upon 14 eggs. "At about 9 o'clock In
the morning the hen takes his place. The
male ostricn, however, with remarkable
intelligence, relieves the female for an
hour in the middle of the day, while she
goes In search of necessary nourishment,
A pair will follow this regime with the
greatest regularity for 40 days, when the
chicks can be heard in the shells.

Frequently the chicks break the shells
themselves, but often the hen can be seen
pressing on the shell with her breastbone
to assist the youngster In making Its de-h- ut

into the world. Sometimes she takes
it by Its little nead and shakes the shell
from its body. In the wild state this ends
the process, but the ostrich farmer, like
the ordinary chlcken-ralse- r, removes the
chicks to a covered shed and attends to
theh support himself, leaving a pair ot
older birds to proceed with another sit-
ting, which they will do with unweariea
regularity. The consequence is that. In-

stead of 14 eggs annually from one pair of
birds, tne "ostrlculturlst" often Becures
SO, many of which are fertile and hatch.

Clark Buys a Mexican Mine.
FORT WORTH, Tex., Dec 14. Senatoi

W. A. Ciark, of Montana, today com-
pleted the purchase of mining property
offered by the Rosario Mining Company,
of this city, for 5800.000. The mines are
gold and silver producers, and are In the
State of Chihuahua. They have not been
worked since 1SS5, and the expert whom
Senator Clark sent to examine them re-
ported that there are large bodies of ore
still on hand that would pay working.

Earthquake In Missouri.
JOPLIN, Mo., Dec 14. An earthquake

shock lasting nearly a minute was experi-
enced In this city at 7:45 o'clock this
morning. The motion was from north to
south, and of a quivering nature. No
damage is reported.

Bicycle Works Destroyed.
CHICAGO, Dec. 14. The Fowler Bi-

cycle & Carriage Works, on Carpenter
street, were destroyed by fire tonight.
Loss, $80,000.

TVhr Endure Headaches?
You can be relieved with Wright's Para-

xon Headache and Neuralgia Cure. 25c

KWANG HSU WILL AGREE

AXXXOUS TO MEET THE DEMANDS
OK THE POWERS.

Earl Li and Prince Chins Have Re-
ceived Their Credentials Winter

Interferes With Movements.

TD2N TSIN, Dec. 11. According to credi-
ble Chinese sources of information, Em-
peror Kwang Hsu will agree to the fol-
lowing 10 demands of the powers:

First Indemnity to the amount of
taels, payable within 60 years, and

guaranteed by the 11 kin.
Second The erection In Pekln of a suit-

able monument to the memory of Baron
von Ketteler.

Third An Imperial Prince, a near rela-
tive to the Emperor, to go to Berlin to
apologize and express regret for the mur-
der.

Fourth Foreign troops to hold the lines
of communication between Taku and Pe-
kln.

Ffth Punishment of the Boxer offi-
cials.

Sixth Candidates from districts where
antl-forel- outrages, have been perpe-
trated not to be allowed to compete In
the Chinese examinations in Pekln for
five years.

Seventh Abolition of the TSung 11 Ya-mu-n.

Eighth Foreign envoys to have access
to the Emperor at all times.

Ninth Importation of arms and ammu-
nition Into the Province of Chi LI to be
abolished.

Tenth The land and sea forts between
Shan Hal Kwan, Taku and Pekln to be
destroyed.

CHINESE HAVE CREDENTIALS.

Ready to Act in the Peace Negotia-
tions.

PEKJN, Thursday, Dec. 13. Li Hung
Chang and Prince Chlng have sent an
official notification to the Ministers that
they have received the promised docu-
ments authorizing them to act In be-

half of China In the peace negotiations
and announcing that they are ready to
proceed as soon as the Ministers desire.
The fact that Sir Ernest Mason Satow,
the British Minister to China, has not
yet received authority from his govern-
ment to sign the Joint note causes as-
tonishment here, as it Is felt that, the
other powers having agreed, there cannot
be anything in the Joint note to cause
Great Britain to object sufficiently to
make her refuse to sign. Mr. Conger says
he believes China will Immediately ac-
cept the terms Imposed and that she has
it in her power to comply with the ma-
jority of them before Spring, while the
others can wait.

On aci.-oun-t of the frost, the court will
not be able to return to Pekln, nor will
the troops be able to leave until April,
when. If the peace conditions are com-
piled with. It Is believed all the allied
forces, except the legation guards, not to
exceed 150 men for each power, will leave
Pekln, remaining until the Fall on the
coast between Taku and Shan Hal Kwan,
available, if necessary, or ready to be
withdrawn, for If China cannot behave
as a civilized power with military com-
pulsion, It may be necessary to dismem-
ber the empire. Mr. Conger personally
believes that the Chinese have been
taught a lesson by the looting.

Colorel Tullock reports the discovery
of the body of the man who gave the
British information regarding the treas.
ure hidden, as alleged, by persons con-
nected with the Chinese court during the
recent flight: He had been decapltatea.
The British have not yet reported the
discovery of the treasure, but their re-

turn Is expected tomorrow.

Massacred by Yu Hslen.
NEW YORK. Dec. 14. Mrs. J. S. Grant,

a missionary at Nlng Po. China, tells
in a letter Just received by the mission-
ary society of the Lilvngstone-Avenu- e
Baptist Church, of New BrunswlcK. N.
J., of the way some missionaries were
slaughtered In Shan Si Province, China
Mrs. Grant gives as her authority an
eye witness, not a convert, at Taigupo.
This eyewitness says the Governor at
that place ordered all captured mission-
aries and converts brought to him alive.
Then the account says:

"When his first batch of missionaries
was "brought In Yu Hslen ordered them
to be brought straight to his yamun and
placed them standing a few feet apart.
The sanguinary Governor mounted a
horse. Taking a long sword from an or-

derly, he galloped to the other end of the
grounds, and as he ewept past them
carried off four or five heads with his
sword. Yu Hsien's horse then balked,
so that he had to dismount. The re-

mainder of the unhappy missionaries
were then dispatched by the Boxers pres-

ent."

LESSON TO BE LEARNED.

Why Should OreRon Contracts Go to
Foreign Bidders.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 7. There Is a very
Important lesson for Oregon bidders
on Government contracts, which should
be learned from a careful perusal of the
awards that have been made for con-
structing and repairing Government build-
ings in the state of late. In the case of
the Interior finish of the new Custom-Hou- se

at Portland, as well as other con-

tracts for special lines of equipment in
this building, and then again in the case
of the Salem Postofflce, this feature was
very prominent. The Oregon bidders were
very excessive In the price asked for the
work, and, with the exception of one
specialty, were completely overlooked
when the awards were made. It has been
noted at the Architect's office that Ore-
gon bidders range anywhere from 10 to
50 per cent above other bidders, and on
that account cannot be considered when
awards are made. ,

It Is also true, of course, that In some
Instances the lo.west bidders find they
have underestimated the cost of construc-
tion, or was the case with the lowest
bidder for the Interior finish of the Port-
land Custom-Hous- e. but that is not gen-

erally the case. Chicago builders and
building companies are now entering Into
competition when public buildings are to
be erected In any part of the United
States, and large builders from St. Louis
have also been In the field In a number
of Instances, and are often successful.
These large builders are generally mm
who have done more or less Government
work in various parts of the country, and
all those who have bid on Oregon works
have been men of good reputation and
general good standing among builders
and with the department. Buildings which
they have erected In the past have proven
entirely satisfactory, and, while their
good standing is not the determining fac-

tor when awards are made, yet it insures
an award tc the lowest bidder if his
standing Is unquestioned.

Just why the bids of Oregon firms are
so high Is hard to tell. Eastern firms can
take the contract at much lower figures
and complete the buildings at a profit.
True, they purchase as much of their ma-

terial as possible in the local market. If
the price Is reasonable, but this privilege
is open to other bidders. It cannot be in
the cost of materials that the Oregon
bidders are excessive. The natural Infer-
ence Is that they are striving to secure
too large a margin of profit for them-
selves. As a matter of fact the wise
move for them would be to bid low, on
a small margin, and prove to the satis-
faction of the department that they are
reputable bidders. Once their reputation
Is established, they may have an advan-
tage over some unknown bidder In the
future, whose standing and reliability
may be questioned.

Whether a change will be observed can-
not be told. This much may be said,
however", that as long as Oregon bidders
on public wo-- ks ask exorbitant prices
they will never secure Government con--
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tracts, and no amount of Influence, Con-
gressional or otherwise, will throw that
work their way. When advertisements
were Issued for the construction of the
Salem Postofflce It was hoped that some
Oregon bidder might come forward with
an offer which might be accepted. In-

stead, the many local bidders submitted
bids far In excess of that asked by a
Chicago Arm, and the result was, as it
has beea In the past, the Eastern bidder
secured the award. This company Is a

Arm, working In many
Eastern as well as Western cities, and

'
the department is very confident that
when the Salem building Is completed it
will be a structure both satisfactory and
fulfilling all requirements.

How much better it would have been
If 'some Oregon builder had secured the
contract. There would then have been a
lasting monument to his memory, and
the best sort of an advertisement. It Is to
be hoped that when bids are asked for
constructing additions to the Portland
Postofflce, It being expected that this
work will be provided for by this Con-
gress, that some local man will be willing
to undctake the work at a small margin,
and then secure the contract. If he is ex-

orbitant he can take it for granted that
some other bidder will come in and take
the work from under his nose. Low bids
secure the contracts, if backed by a sub-

stantial reputation.

The American Woman.
In the United States the Inexorable

opinion of the public carefully circum-
scribes the married woman within the
narrow circle of domestic Interests and
duties, and forbids her to step beyond it,
writes Flora McDonald Thompson In the
North American Review. I by no mean3
suppose, however, that the great change
which takes place In all the habits of
women in the United States as soon aB
they are married oughtsolely to be attrib-
uted to the constraint of public opinion;
It Is frequently Imposed upon themselves
by the effort of their own will. When
the time for choosing a husband is ar-

rived that cold and stern reasoning power
which has been educated and Invigorated
by the free observation of the world
teaches an American woman that a spirit
of levity and independence in. the bonds
of marriage is a constant subject of an-
noyance, not pleasure; It tells her that
the amusements of the girl cannot be-

come the recreation of the wife, and that
the sources of a married woman's happi-
ness are. In the home of her husband. As
she clearly discerns beforehand the only
road which can lead to domestic hap-
piness, she enters upon it at once and
follows It to the end without seeking to
turn back.

Side by side with this vision of wifely
excellence known to De Tocqueville and
to my greatgrandfather I place the his-
tory of Oklahoma, South Dakota, New-
port! So far from the modern American
wife steadfastly pursuing the road to do-

mestic happiness without ever turning
back, divorce statistics have determined
that the actual number of American wom-
en during 20 years who set out on the
road to domestic happiness and did turn-
back, or were sent back, is 328,716. Of this
number, 67,655. or about h, turned
back from causes Involving Immorality of
woman, and In more than half the given
Instances of marriages dissolved for this
cause, the law fixed the blame on the
wife.

"Laxy Lawrence."
Notes and Queries.

St. Lawrence became the patron saint
of the lazy and Indolent because when,
under the fifth persecution of "Valerian, he
he was tortured to death for his unswerving
adherence to the new religion by being
broiled alive on an enormous gridiron, he
mocked his tormentors by saying: "It Is
now roasted: turn me and eat." (S. Am-bro-

"De OfflcIIs," 1:41, 11:28; S. Aug..
Serm. 103, cited In Robert Owen's "Sanc-tora- le

Cathollcum," 1SS0, p. 23S; see also
Butler's "Lives of the Saints.") Hence
his attributed unwillingness to exert him-
self In this respect procured for him the
patronal status over the lazy.

Similar proverbial sayings tend to show
further that It was not, as supposed, mere
alllteratlveness that suggested the phrase:
"As lazy as Joe the marine, who laid
down his musket to sneeze"; "as lazy
as a.Mahon soldier," i. e., an Indian Mo-
hammedan soldier, whose physical energy
was not so great as that of a British sol-
dier; "as proud as Cole's dog that took
the wall of a dung cart, and got crushed
In the wheel"; and the uttermost depths
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of laziness were reached by "David Law
rence's dog that leaned, his head agains
the wall to bark," a piece of facetiousnest
only suggesting that the real origin o
"Lazy Lawrence" had already been for
gotten. "Lawrence bids wages" was ar
excuse for laziness, and "St. Lawrenci
has got hold of you" was, and perhaps 1:

still, a common provincial saying of anj
one neglecting work, while St. Lawrence'.'
day, August 10, generally a hot day, was
one on which persons were exceptionallj
supposed to shirk their usual avocations
This saint, whose martyrdom shook th
foundations of pagan unbelief, is still fur-
ther commemorated In "St. Lawrences
tears," as the metorlc or shooting stars
were called, which are said generally tf
make a great display on his anniversary
As regards "St. Loza," Bailey's Diction
ary, 1740, gives "Lozel a lazy "lubber."

DANGER OF SUBSIDIES.

Corporations Get Them and Thej
Breed Corruption.

Salem Statesman.
The first form of subsidy for the en-

couragement of American shipbuilding
would be a system of tariff duties dis-
criminating in favor of goods carried ir
ships built and owned in the United States
This would give the desired stimulus and
would be much preferable In many way?
to the system of direct cash subsidies
which Is repugnant to the American ides
of individual competition and effort.

Cash subsidies fall Into the hands ol
a few corporations, their agents and theli
lobbyists. The application for a subsidy
state or National, Is the signal for the
gathering of cormorants around the leg-
islative body before which the appllca
tlon is pending. They demand recogni-
tion for their "influence" and a large por-tlo- n

of the subsidy is eaten up in advance
in consideration of having It lobbied
through. Quite a slice of It is also used
In "fixing" the doubtful members and in
wining, dining and feasting the friend!
of the measure. Then comes the part
played by the subsidy in controlling other
legislative measures. Its advocates are
"traded" in all directions for all sorts oi
projected raids on the Treasury, thus
becoming a direct agency for all manner
of grafts and forming a general corrupt-
ing Influence In the entire legislation ol
the period. The subsidy, while it might
be helpful In Itself apart from the chain
of circumstances surrounding it. is not a
factor In commercial life that has en-

gaged public confidence and respect.
The discriminative tariff, on the other

hand, would be g. Individ-
ual enterprise and effort would bring
their own reward and the bills of lading
would be their own unquestionable evi-
dence of honesty. This system would en-
courage the building of the best vessels,
the providing of the best possible service,
a healthy competition in rates, and a
good treatment of customers.

But the very corruption that clings to
a big subsidy forms a great element of
strength and this fact, coupled with the
universal desire for the encouragement
of American shipbuilding, may result in
securing a subsidy, which 'womd be pre-
ferable to no action 'at all.

Increase in Wages.
CALUMET, Mich., Dec. 14. Commenc

lng January 1, the Calumet & Hecla Min-
ing Company will increase the wages ol
Its 4000 employes 2& per cent. Last MarcS
the company raited the wages of Its em-
ployes 10 per cent.

Receiver for Thresher Manufactory.
ST. PAUL. Dec. 14. A receiver was

today appointed for the Minnesota
Thresher Manufacturing Company, ol
Stillwater, on the suit of the Massachu-
setts Loan & Trust Company, a creditor
for $692,000.

Kentucky Contests Closed.
FRANKFORT, Ky., Dec. 14. The Court

of Appeals today in an opinion by Judge
Hobson overruled the petition for a re-

hearing of for the minor state
offices. This closes these cases finally.

Major Adolph Proskauer.
ST. LOUIS. Dec. 14. Major Adolph

Proskauer, head of the Jewish order of
B'nal B'rlth, is dead.

For a Cold in the Head,
Laxative Bromo-Qulnin- e Tablets.

YEARS OF SUCCESS
treatment of chronic diseases, such as liver,

stomach disorders, constipation, diarrhoea,
swellings. Bright'a disease, etc.

KIDNEY AND URINARY
painful, difficult, too frequent, milky or
unnatural discharges, spiedily cured.

DISEASES OF THE RECTUM
piles, fistula, fissure, ulceration, mucous and

discharges, cureu without the knife, pain or

DISEASES OF MEN
poison, gleet, stricture, unnatural losses,

tnoroughiy cured. No failures Cures guar--
emissions, arcaras. exnausung arams. Dasn--

fulness. aversion to society, which deprive you or your mannooa. unfit YOU
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BLOOD AND SKIN DISEASES, Syphilis, gonorrhoea, painful, bloody urine.
Gleet, Stricture, enlarged prostate. Sexual Debility, Varicocele. Hydrocele, Kidney
and Liver troubles, cured WITHOUT MERCURY AND OTHER POtc r,t'S
DRUGS Catarrh and Rheumatism CURED.

Dr. Walker's methods are regular and scientific He uses no patent nostrums
or ready-mad- e preparations, but cures the disease by thorough medical treatment.
His New Pamphlet on Private Diseases sent Free to all men who describe their
troubles PATIENTS cured at home. Terms reasonable. All letters answered in
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