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PRICE FIVE CENTS.

Bar Fixtures .mewest pesiges.. |
Billiard Tables .root raics.
Billiard Supplies - repars.

ROTHCHILD BROS., ~ Bowling Alley
20-26 N. First St., Portland. ..Supplics and Repalrs..
D™ WRITE FOR CATALOGUE AND PRICE LIST

During the month of December
We will retall

(Cameras and Photographic Supplies

AT WHOLESALE PRICES

BLUMAUER-FRANK DRUG CO.

144-146 FOURTH STREET, PORTLAND, OR.

EXCLUSIVE CARPET
HOUSE

J. 6. Mack & Co.

88 Third St.,
Oppesite Chgnder of Commerce

C. W. ENOWLES, Mgr.

SEVENTE AND WASHINGTON STREETS, PORTLAND, OREGUY '
CHANGE OF MANAGEMENT

European Plan: - . B L

SI.OO $1. 50. $2.00 per Day
—

In our warerooms are displayed the followlnn articles, particu-
larly desirable for....

HOLIDAY GIFTS

The qualities of which are well known throughout the worid as being unequaled.
With Ivory. Bone

mﬁmé}xu Cawers and Btag Handles,
regers 1547 Knives, Forks and Speons
THE FAMOUE HAND-FORGED Pockct Knives

RAZOR STEEL

The World’s Favorite Boker “Tree Brand™ Razors
Novelties in Bathroom and Kitchen Nickel Ware
Manicure Sets, Scissors and Shears
n answer to
guestion: “What

Also, The Bachelor’s Companion 35T it waiew

Honeyman, DeHart & Co.

EBONY
aom o v BRUSHES

CLOTH AND NAIL
| DRESSING, TOILET,
TRAVELING AND MANICURE

Fourth and
Alder Sta.

In 2 Thousand Exquisite
and Practical Forms

SETS

Plain and Ornamental Sterling Stiver Mountiags.
| Mo Charge for Engraving.

WOODARD, CLARKE & (0.

Fourth and Washington Sts.

WHOLESALE SHOES

Complete stock of rellable, up-to-date
footwear, Including the celebrated

PACKARD SHOE FOR MEN

KRAUSSE & PRINCE 87.89 FIRST ST.

ple pnirs dellvered free by mall or express.

Electric Night Lamps
i% r. tmauc P, in ono lamp; invalusble for sick room, hospitals,
Riln, oLl

Our 10 C. P. Sbelby regular lamp gives more light than 18 C. P
of any other make; consumes lass current. ‘These lam Are lm!orund
ul‘!i;?di_r' authorities,. We Fuarantes them. A full lrL .RC P
BRO i

varioties elsctric reading lights; special lght, resding in bed.
:r.dm\nl in good designs for §LE pa; and up.

The John Barrett Co.
Ebr_a_rf Association of Portland STARK STREET

Bel Tth and Park
24,000 volumes and over 200 periodicals
$5.00 a year or $1.50 a quarter
Two books allowed on all subscriptions

Hours—From 9 A. M. 1o 9 P. M. daily, except Sundays and holidays.

Popular-Price Druggists

91 FIRST ST., PORTLAND
Tel Maln 122

WHEN HAMLET EXCLAIMED “AYE, THERE’S THE
RUB/I”” COULD HE HAVE REFERRED TO

~ SAPOLIO

Can Y you play your own piano?

Perhaps you or your wife or your dnughter “play a Uttle™ but the difference
between playing a little and playing everything you wish is conmdergble. It fa
worth thinking about. The Piancla supplies the deficlency. It ew makes no
difference i you do not know ome note from another,

M. B. WELLS, Northwest Agent lor the Aeolian Company
Acolian Hall, 353-355 Washinglon Street. cor. Park, Portland, Or.
We are sole agents for the Plancia; alfo for the Steinway, Chase and Emerson

| stacle,

HEPORTON GANAL

Findings of Isthmian
Commission

SENT TO CONGRESS

ItRecommendsthe Nicaragua
Route.

PANAMA LINE NOT ACCEPTABLE

Estimate Cont of the Canal Is Over
Twe Hundred Milllons — Ten
Years' Time Will Be Re-
quired te Bulld It.

WASHINGTON, Dec. &4—The report of
the ‘Isthmisn Canal Commission, submit-
tsd by the President to Congress today,
&!ves As the unanimous conclusion of that
body that “the most practicabls and feas-
ible route for an isthmian canal under the
control, management and ownership of
the United States is that known as the
Nicaragua Route ™

The commission estimates the cost of
this canal at §200.540.000. «This estimate is
much In excess of any heretofors made
and Is due to Increased dimensions and
other features not heretofore consldered,
The commisalon also estimstes the oost
of a canzl by the Panama route at §i4%.-
M5, according to one route, or i,
TLEE according to anosther route.

As between the Nicaragba and Panama
routes, the commission sums up & number
of advantages favorahle to the former. It
states also that under the concessions
glven by the Government of Colombla to
the Panama Canal Company that Gov-
arnment s not free to grant the neces-
sary rights to the Unked States except
upon conditions msde by the company.

The report Is a document of about 17,000
words, almost as long as the President's
message. Although the work of 1{he com-
mimsion is not yet compieted, many of the
fisld purties stlll being out, yet it has
hwn sufliciently advised 1o make it prag-

ticable to present this prelimioary report

“hln.g the essentinl findings.

The Commission's Investigation.

A thorough Investigation has been raade
not only of the Nicarsgus and Panama
routes, but of other possiple routes, the
commission keeplng tn mind the Indus-
trial, commercial and milltary wvalue of
an interoceanic canal, and also the priv-
llege and franchises neceasnry 1o be se-
cured for the construction of a canal
under the ocontres management and
ownership of the United States In all
Il working parties were organized and
sent into the field. muking n force of
about ¥ engineers and assistants, besides
about @9 laborers, boatmen and other
workmen employed In the varlous poun-
iries, making a total of more than 500
Meanwhile, the members of the commils.
slon personully conducted  varlous
branches of the work One party went
to Paris, where they examined the detalls
of the Panama Canal project, now being
executed by the French company.

A detalled description Is glven of the
trip over the meveral routes. Along the
Nicaragua route it was found that the
short section of partlally constructed
canal is, perhaps, In a8 good shape as 1t
was when the work was stopped. The
bulldings, however, are all rotten and
the dredges, boata, etc, are worthicss.
The commission visited President Zelaya
and other officials of Nicaragua and found
them greatly Interested In the project.
The occupation of their territory by the
United Btates for emnal purposes did not
sewm 10 be regarded as a serigus ob-
provided the soverslgniy of the
Republic was respeoted.

Aleng the Panama route the commis-
slon found a large force of workmen
engaged upon the canal line, sbogt 2000
in number, saAccording to the Panama
Campany. The canal had been opened
to somé extent at both ends. Immenss
quantities of machinery, implements and
tools were found along the routse” Much
of this property, the carmission reports,
i W-adapted to American methods of
work and all of it Is now from 18 to 20
years old, =0 that no wvaloe should be
glven to the plant now on the |sthmus.

A visit was almo pald to President Igle-
ains, of Costa Rice, and his Cabinet and
a strong sentiment found to exist for an
American canal along the Nicaragua

rotite. Reports are made along the Da-
rien_ route.
After going over tha several routes,

the commisaion considered the dimensiona
of the capal to be bullt. , Having In mind
the increasing size of occan-poing vesseln,
it was determined to fix spon a depth of
& feet at mean low water, and a bottom
width of 15 feet, with soma Increase of
dimensions at certain points. Thess dl-
mensions are larger than those proposed
for mny previous canal scheme. While
they may stem excessive today, the cofn-
misgion smys that the canal is not likely
to be opened within M years, during
which time the Increass In maritime 4i-
mensions 1s Hkely to continue. A width
of I feet will allow all but the wvery
largest ships 10 pass each other In tha
canal, while the locks are of a dlmenson
to permit even the largest ships afioat to
be mancuvered.. The size of the locks is
6 feet In length, M feet In width In
the clear, with a depth of 35 feet,
The Nicaraguas Rowute.

Taking up the Niamgus route in Setall,
the commission says the route adopted
follows essentially the lines lald. down
by the Nicsragua Cana! Commission in
its report of 1997.98. It begina near Grey-
town, on the Atlantic =ide, follows the
Ban Juan River, enters Like N
and terminates at Brito, on the Pucific
gde The distance from ocean to Ubean
iz about 1535 miles. Plans are given for the
grezt harbors required st Greytown and
Brito. The most diffcult *sugincering
work s the dam sacross the Bam Juan
Riger to regulate the waters of the lake

The time required to build the eanal
hinges almost entirely on the tme Pre-
quired for the comstruction of thie dam
The commission says eight years would
probably be a reasonable estimnate for
the building. At ieast two years will be
consumed In preparatory work and open-
ing a harhor at Grevtown, = that I
work on the dam shoold be commenoed
immedintely thereafter, the time required
for completing the entire work will be
about W years

The commission then submits the fob-

lowing estimated cost of & canal on the
Nicaragua route:
!huem divislon (from

o Boca Ban
H!dal-a dlvtllm H'ruln
dam to Las

Grey-
Carlos dunl l 2,647,000
3,435,000

This estimate is for a canal sultabie
for navigation by the ships now in
existence, and thus in adcardancs with
the terms of the blil pending In Con-
gress. It provides for a double system
of locks, In order that pavigation can
ba miintained If one systeln is closed for
repalrs or renewals. 1f a single lockage
system Is provided, the cbst will be ro-
duced F19.678,00. Narrowing ths bottoms
one-third will permit a-farther reduction
of FI6MM0. This would ng the esnl-
mated cost down to 5 000,

The Panama Route,

Concerning the Panama route, the com.
misslon says its natural attraction lles in
| the combination of & very narrow lsthmus
with a low summit. The width af the
Isthmus is less than 35 miles, while the
summit Is barely 300 feat above mean
tide. After a detalled description of the
entire route, the commission gives the fol-
Jowing estimated cost of tompleting the

Canal route:

Colon entrance and harbor,.....)8 7,367
liiarbor] of Bohilo locks, iud-
T o TRt A 10,718,248
B&ho locks, Including excava- m‘ .
SRR G TS Sy
Lake Bobo v rmenert: 1T
o nglt-n’......‘........ “%ﬁ
ule section veehsnsses &8585
Pedro Miguel locks. inciuding e
Podro Miguel level & . Diman
ro el level ........ 16,80
)ﬂl‘a—llo:'ﬂ 1:;1:,iﬂnctudi .
cavation and spillwa {5 5
Pacific level pa,,:. 12,068, 914
Bohlo dam £,500,000
1LIM 5N
between the marshes., 148,678
agres River diversion.......... 19897
Gatuncillo Miversion ...... 000
Panama Railroad diversion...... 1.967.500
‘F.‘nnnnr!ng “‘polics, sanitation -
and general contingencles......$ 2579276

AFETegate PN —— b3 ]

This estimate Is capable of reduction to
JUSMLETE If single locks and a narrow
bottom are.adopted, An alternative esti.
mats |s submitted, based on having the
Alhajuela dam bullt to impound the
waters of the River Chagres. This esti-
mate is 3156378258,

The commission reports that the valus
of the French work already done ls esti-
mated at BEEINLML It is estimated that
the tomnage that would uss the canal
would amount to 7,000,007 tons in IMS.

Commercinl Advantages.

Referring to the ¢ fal ndv
of an isthmisn waterway, the nwrt
EayS:

“As compared with Europe, the United
Btates will derive from the canal far
greater benefits, both commercially and
industrially. The commeérce of Europe
with the Pacifie Coast of North, Central
and Bouth Amerioa, under extnlng condl.
tlona. is somewhat larger than the total

of the p traflic of the United

States that may be considersd tributary
to the canal; hit this h&::u not Pdl.-
the

cmte the relstive advan w

will possesy for the trade urope
and that of the United Btates. As soon
as it has beerr opened our trade with the
west coast of South America will mapidly
inerease, as will also the volume of our
trade with the Orient. The amotnt of
the American commerce through the cansl
will- quickly surpass the total amount ot
European trafiic,

“An isthmian canal will strengthen the
unity of the National and politicai inter.
ests of the United States; develop Ita Pa-
cifio territory and promote the commerce
and indusrtles-5f the entire country. The
benefits which Europe will derive from
ths canal will be commercial. In addl-
tlon to this, ours will be political and
indusrtial. By bringing the Eastern and
Western sections of our country into close
reiations, by reducing the time and cost
of transporting our Western products to
Europe, and by enabling the Eastern,
Bouthern and Central Btates to reach the
rew materials and markets of Pacifie
countries cheaply and expeditiously, the

(Comcluded on Third Page.)

SUMMARY OF IMPORTANT NEWS.

Congress.
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Ths Halgan expedition was a fallure Page 5.
The Triads are preparing for trouble in the
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Forelgn.
General Mercler says France could easily -
vade England. Page L

DOWN TO BUSINESS

Both Houses of Congress Be-
gin Their Real Work.

SUBSIDY BILL IN THE SENATE

Frye Reported the Measure With a
Long Spereeh—The House Today
Wil Conalder and Probably
Pass the Army Bill.

WASHINGTON, Dec. — The pro-
gramme of the Senate leaders for a bus'.
ness seasion was taken up In earnest to-
day, and material progreas was made.
What is popularly known as the ship sub-
sidy bill was made the unfinfshed business
of the Senate Instead of the Bpooner |
Phillppine measure, and the discussion of
it was opened by Fryg (Rep. Me.), chalr- |
man af the commitiep on commerce, from |
which the messure was reported. He I

every other argument in our faver, the
United Biates had permiticd Its commer-
clal rivals to seize the pathways of com-
meree and hold them practically to the
exclusion of this country. Last year, of
all the enormous exports and imposts of
the United Stafes, only $ per cent was
carried In American botioms and the
United States pald to forelgn nations
(principally Great Britaln and Germany)
.00 a day for doing carrying traude
work for this country. He peinted oul
that during the war with Spain the Unlyed
States was forced to search the seas over
for auxilliry crulsers and transports be-

ciuse we had sacrificed our carrying
ships.
“The world," Frye declared, “"has en-

tered upon A flerce commercial war and
it is to be a long and strenuous confilcr
Each nntion is seeking the advantage of
its rivals In this confllet and b pressing
forward (o galn that advantage. Moat
of the foreign nations are looking for
commercial advantages (o the East
Russia, France, Great Britain Italy and
Germany are paving an aggregste of
15,000,000 per year In subsidies for the
carrying ships of the Eastera trade.”
He pointed out that under present con-
ditions it costa the Unfred Htates f(rom
4 to B per cent mare, principally in
wages and food, to operate its ships than
It costs Great Rritaln. and about S0 p=r
cent more than it cosis Norway, and that
the United States i= forcsd to competa
under such a handicenp with the encour-
aged and protected ships of forelgn coun-
tries. Frye discusesd at some length the

question <1.' export b-m:'nlu and discrim-

.

REAR-ADMIRAL JOHN G. WALKER.

CHAIRMAN OF THE ISTHMIAN CANAL COMMISSION, WHOSE REPORT
WAS SENT T0 CONGRESS YESTERDA Y.

addressed the Senate for more than l.n‘
bour and & half. He had not concluded
when the Benats adjourned. The great |
crowda of yesterday were absent, and
business on the fioor proceeded during the |
day predisely as It would In mid-session.

As soon as ihe sesson opened, tho
eredentials of Benator-elect Dolliver, of |
Iowa, were presented, and he was sworn
in. Dlllingham, the new Senator from
Yermont, was assigned to membership on |
the following .commitiees: Clvil service,
engrossed bills, teérritories, transportation
routes to the seaboard, additional recom-
mendations for the library of Congress
and Indian appropriations, and Dolliver
to Pacific rallroads, agricultural, educa-
tion and libor, interstate commerce, post-
ofMices and post roads, and improvements
of the Mississipp! River,

Bills on the calendair wers pl_ssed ns
follows: To authorize the use of depo-|
sitiona befors naval courts In certain
cases with an amendment restriciing its
operation to depositons taken at the In-|
stance of the accusad: to authorize Cap- |
tain A. N. Brooks, superintendent of the |
forelgn mails, te recelve the decoration
of the Red Emgle of the third class from |
the Emperor of Germany;: to authorizs |
George D. Melklejohn to accept a decora-
tion of Chevaller of the fAirst class from
the Government of Sweden and Norway;
to sncourage the holding of an interstate
and West Indian exposition in Charles-
ten, B. C., In 1901, which measure ap-
propriates £250.000 and admits exhibita fres
of duty.

Tha resalution offared by Chandler (Rep.
N. H)) May X last to refer the credentials
of Willlam A. Clark and Martin Maginnis,
appointed BSenators from Montana, tor
the committes on privilegea and slections,
was called up by Carter (Rep. Mont.), but
went over until tomorsew,

When the unfinished” business known as

Tha foreign press on the Pr ]

message. Page 2.

Kruger's missicn to Eurcps was frustrated by

the Kalser. Page £

MM Stowe sary the Boer war ls
nearly ended. Page 1.

Domestic.

Mre Castls’s dFing statement was described at
the Morrieon trial. Page 8.

Nine men weres killed In & tralnwreck Dear
Sulsun, Cal. Page 0.

Pacifie Coast.
m.,mmummm-:mnw
which the Washingtos delegation w1l work.
Page 4.

Baker City will ssslst In securing exhidit of
Oregon minerals. Page 4.

The azoual convention of the Oregon-lIdahs Y.
M C A will he beld a2t Bagess this wesk.
Page L

Canads proposes to introduce leghulation to
bonus shipbullding. Page 4.

evidence indicstes that the Cas-
Us Rock assamein has been locatsd. Page &
Commercial and Marine.

Asgther corner an corn contemplated. Pege 11,

Sugar & mecsativnal feature I8 New York stock
market. Page 11

Cargo of ship Occident burned ni sea. Page &

Big fiewt of blg abips In port. Page 5

Tosemiie's commander well known ia FPort-
innd. Page 0

Portland Y. M. C. .Lﬂn-ﬂl;mm
o Eurene's cotvention Page 10

hwmuﬂgiﬂ.wu_uh
of the Uniom Pa-

the Byp Philippine Bill was latd be-
fors the Benate at 7 o'clock, Frye, hav-
iag previously yielded the gavel to Sen- |
ator Gallinger, moved that the Senate
to the consideration of the bill

pT te the o ree and I(ncreass |

the forelgn trade of the Tnltad Btates, |
and to provide auxiliary erulsers, trans-
parts and ssamen for Government use
when necesgsary, better known as the ship
subsidy bIL" The effect of the motion
was to make the subsidy bill the unfin-
tshed business. Jones (Dem. Ark) do- |
manded the yean and nays. The motion
prevalled, 28 to 2, as follows: |

ATER
Addrich Gallinger Peaross
Alliseny Hale Perkins
m}ﬂ-r Platt (Conn.
+Hans Platy iN, ¥.

Ba Hawley uaries
Curter Hoar Seott
Clark Kean Sewel]

tinen Fhoup
Deolitver MeTnnas Stewart
Elkins MeCumber Thurston
Foraker MeMiilan Watnre
Foster Masen Walestt
Frye Nelson

NOES.

Baron Haltseld Salltvan
Herry Jones (Ark.) Taliaferro
But)er Kenney Teller
Clny Lindsay Tilman
gcu;ynll Morzgan t"_m
Harris Pettur

Frrya, the sponsor of the bill, addressed
ths Senate In explanation of it. His
statement was elaborite and at times elo-
quent. This great maritime Nation, he
rald, was piaced in a position humuliating
beyond expression by the present condl-
tion nf our merchant marine. With a
boundless seacoast nnunﬂdﬂ un-
approachable. natural ship-
xlhrl the equal of any tn 'wid.

greatest exporter In the world, and

|'you think It

| Ing ships under the American flag

inating duties, maintaining that export
bounties were Impracticable and that in
the matter of discriminating dutles, the
United States would encounter no less
than §1 difforent treatios. Thess would
have to be abrogated If discriminating
dutles were enforced. The abrogation of
these treaties would be an offense (0
every natlon involved.

“Our relations with European countries
tedzy,” he sald, “are most amicable. Do
wise to disturb these rela-
tiona at this time?™

Frye sald he could see no reason why |

any man should favoer (ree speech as a
remedy. In this connection he referred to
the shipyards of the United States and
expressed the opinlon that a great mari-
time Nation like this might as well be
without a constitution as to be without
shipyirds. Frye showed how much great-
er was the cost of bullding and opermt-

these pxpenses were not greater, he sald,
there would be no excuse for the pending
bill and 1ts foundation would fmil. He
presental an array of figures to prove
that it cost not only more to construct
American ships but It cost more (o oper-
ate them after they were bulit than for-
elgn ships. This Indicated that ships of
Great Pritaln had an advantage of from
$50 to I per groxs ton over Amsrican
ahips in the expense of construction and
operalion

He related the incidert clted by Ciyde,
of the Clyds Steamship Company, before
the commerce commiftes, of the opera-
tlon of a ship under a Norwegian fag
and an exactly similar vessel under the
American flag. The expense of operating
the Norweglan ship, he =ald, was just
half that of operating the American ahip
between the same porta Frye also re-
ferred to the line of vessais run by the
Inte John Roach from New York to Bra-
zil. They came into competition with a
line of Spanlah ships exactly similur in
size and speed to tha American ships,
The Bpanish vessals had a yearly advan.
tage of 1300 over the American ships
and made money carrying freight at
per ton, while the American vessels, In
order to make money. had to charge 37 ¥
per ton. air. Hoach was forced to sell
the line of vessels and Mr. Thurber and
the other purchassrs of the ships event-
ually Jost their entire Investment,

Frye then took up thet provision of the
bill which provides the amount of sub-
sidy to he pald vessels and explained how
the payment was regulnted. He sald that
by the terms of the measure the J-knot
vessel out for 1 days would draw $15,000
a year beyond the cost of her coal and
handling and that the amoant of the
subsidy would in percentage diminish with
the increase of the speed of the ship,

Clay (Dem., Ga) asked if [t were trus
that a 2i-knot ship would draw, under
the bill, BN & year. PFrye replied

that the amount drawn by such a vesse] |

would be about $200 In excess of her
coal consumption and handling.

“But,” persisted Clay. “Ia not the gross
amount of the subsidy of the N.Enot
ship 2 000 per year under this bilIT™

Frye ndmitted that It was

“1 understand,” sald Clay, *“that the
Io-knot and 1f-knot ships which carry the
sgricoitursl products of the country do
sot recelve more than one-third the sub-
sldy of the fast passenger vessels which
carry no agricuitural produsts.”

“And 1 was showing."” responded Frye
"that the low speed vessels were the onen
which recelyed the asctus] henefits from
the subsidy and not the fast passenger
ahipn.” *

At this point Frye ytelded the floor for

THE MERCIER PLAN

How France Could Invade
England With Ease.

GENERAL'S REMARKABLE TALK

| It Caused s Senntion In the Paris
‘ Senate, Which the Presid=
fng Oflcer Was Forceod

] to Sappress. ’:-

.| -l

| PARIS, Dec. 4—General Mem"—
caused 2 deep sencsation in the Se
today

bill, pointing out the eass with
Englana could be invaded He demand
that the Government iniroduce into the
plans for moblilzation of the armypr@
navy methods for the rapid embal on
|mnd debarkation of an expeditionary
learpr. The president, M. Fallleries, In-
tervened, declaring that such proposals
Iwr.'n out of order. In the course of an

extracrdinary speech. deneral  Merclep
| sald:

| “In view of the possibllity of war with
Great Britaln, the uss of the army Ia

not sufficiently taken Into account, The
I:!mes are not the same* as they were 100
years 3go. Steam, the navy, the teles
graph and the railroad have rendered

| the problem of invasion of England much

|l"L‘.!il(‘I" of solution. Moreover, England
herself & no longer the same The
Transvan! has shown that the British
army, aithougih brave, Is net squal to

|lhe task which England expected It to
parform. The British Navy Is powerful
but It has many consis to defend. France,
therefore, Is numerieal’y England’'s equal
at certaln points, and in even her super-
lor In the Instruments of destruction, His-
tory furnishes many instancss of mutiny
in the Engillsh Navy at the moment of
battle A landng in Eogland s, thére
fore, not beyomd realization. This iz not
enly mr oplnlon, but that alse of high
navil officers. The British Premler pe-
cently expressed signfiicant fears, and f
| of landing ix admitted, the
menns of execution may be ade-
. I venture to think that the work
I prepared, while commanding an army
corps, could serve as a basls for such &
1

|

l

\

project which would not be expensive™

At this point protests were ralsed and
M. Fallleries anked Genernl Mercler not
to snter into the detalls of the scheme.
General Marciar replied that the schema
coull be “held over the head of Eng-
land ke the saword of Damecles® and
be propased a resolution that the Senate
zhould lnvite the Government to complete
immediately preparations for the mohill-
zation of the army snd navy by pre-
paring evarsything necessary to embark
and disembark as rap/dly as posslhle in
expeditlonary corps  Protesis were ra’sed
| frgm various benebes, and M de Lenes-
{ sam, - Minlyter of Marine followad he
prosident’s rullng that the motion was
out of crder In the present debate by de=
eclaring. amid cheern, that the Govern-
ment could not p asibly accept It

Cansed No Alarm in England.

LONDON, Dec. 5—The Momning Post
seiges thy occasion of General Mereler's
speech In the French BSenate yesterday
to criticise the weakness or Britlsh de-
fenses, which it says must be atiributed
to red tape, but the papers generally
treat Mercier's outburst In & spirit of
banter.

“It Is an idea worthy of the courageous
saldier who periured Dweyfus inte a lv-
Ing grave gnd who, as Minlster of War,
sat shivering with terror during the
whole night at the FElyses lest Germany
should declare war against France,” says
the Dally Chronicle, and most of the
morning papers comment in & similar
sirain.

The Dally Greaphic mays: “We trust
that General Mercier's harangue will
awaken sober public opinion in France
to the dingers the Republie is courting
by allowing XNnationallst firebrands so
muoch Ileense
| The Standard says; “The incident Is
mather encouraging to Englishmen, who
esteern and respect France, beciuse It
proves that responsible French statesmen
are not disposed to denl squivocally with
proposals having a tendency to diiturb
the good relatlions hr'fw“‘n the powers."™

it |

CREED REVISION.

Preshyterian Commitiee Takes Up
the (uestion in Washington.

WAESHINGTON, Dec, —The committes
of clergymen and laymen appointed by
| the last Genern! Assembly of the Pres-
byterian Church to make a recommendn-
tion to the next general assembly, which
meets in Mavy, on the question of whethsr
there shall be a revislon of the confession
of falth, assembled here tonight, and will
continue In session until fts work is com=-
pleted. Dr. Boberts Inid before the com-
mittee & tabuiation ahowing the vote of
the presbyteries on the guestions sub-
mitted by the general assembly’s commit-
tee on revision, It made the fHllowing
showing:

Por revisfon of the confession of faith,
4 presbyteries; for an ex state-
ment, 1 for a supplemental statement
of the doctrine, 47; for a revision and a
supplemental statement, 14; for a substi-
tute creed, 15 Forty-five presbyteries
voted 1o dilsmiss the whole subject, while
£ bodles In this and forelgn lands made
no response. The total number of bodles
reporting aggregated I

No definite nction was taken by the
committes tonight. Thresa hours were
apent in dlacussion of the results shown
by the responses recelved by the commit-
tee and In an exchange of views as to the
recommendation to be made to the gen-
eral assembly.

SR N ——
The Porte Rican Legialatare.

SAN JUAN, P. R, Dec. £—~The Porto
Rican House of Delegates met today In
joint sesslon with the sxecutive counell
The two bodles sdoptes a resolution te
cabie greetings to FPresident MeKinley.
Govarnor Allen's message polnts out that
the fihances of the lsland are In a satis-
| tactory condition, showing a balance of
$1.052,600. The recelpts from May to Oe-
tober, Inclusive, were SLMILAE. Govermor
Allen suggests Improvements ln the reve-
nue laws and recommends the establishe.
ment of more schools and the reorganizs.
tlon of the judiclary.

b ——————
Hard to Find a Candidate.

HMINNEAFPOLIS, Deec. 4 — Governof
Iind, who is a Democrat, has Informale
Iy offéered the appoilntment as United
States Benator ad Interim to succeed Sen=
ator Davis to C. A. Smith. & wealthy
Bwedish-American lumber man of this
elty and a Flepublican, Mr. Smith, how-
aver, declined the proffer. The Govern-
or'l lppolmu would servo oniy until the

ure, which meets next ml.

(Comcluded oo Secound Fage)
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