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PORTLAND, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4.

A SEMI-.CENTENNIAL.

The Oregonian oflebrates today its
firet gemi-centennial The Initial lssue
of The Weekly Oregonlan appeared De-
cember 4, 1560, and It has in the inter.
wvening cyele developed Into the dally

&8s it 18 known today, No other
puper in the Pacific Northwesl, nor, we
think, on the entire Pacific Coast, has
renched its fiftieth succesasive mile-
stane, Of the plonesr journals which
ware in existencs when The Weekly
Oregonlan made its first &ppearance,
nons survive but Itself, Of the muld-
tude of Oregon contemporaries which
came on the ecene from 1860 to 1861,
when The Dally Oregonlan was started,
all but one or two have passed away.
The Oregonlan alone has endured the
'\rlclnimdes_ struggies and hard condl-
tlons of five strenuous decades, and has
grown with the years. In the begin-
ping It was a feeble but ambitious
weekly. Today it is & newspaper of
metropolitan character, appefrances,
#iyls, equipment and contents. If we
Bad not Portiand as 1t 1, we should not
Bavs The Oragonian s #t 1%; but that it
i what It is is due to the fact that It
has been alive to all its opportunities,
apd has indeed improved them,

Never has the fact been overiooked
iy the management of The Oregmnien
that the strength of & newspaper Is in
its mews, in the range, fullness, extent,
variety and freshneas of Its matter, and
o care and Industry in presentation of
the dafly contents. The Oregoniap I8
s daily epitome of the news of (he
world, supplementing its general Te-
ports with speclal news gathered st
principal Eastern centers and through-
out the Pacific Btates, Tt belleves It
does not fall in any part of its duty as
a public vehicle of news.

An essential conditton of suocessful
journsliem is machinery for quick
work At the very outset of his career
g8 publisher of the dally paper, Mr.
Pittock grasped this fact. As quickly
as poanible a cylinder press was put In,
& small but sufficlently effective ma-
china, 1t was much faster than
anything ever bhefors in use In Part-
land that it gave The Oregonlan a de-
oigive advantapgs its rivals. The
little machine ne amall factor in
working out the pewspaper problem in
Portland, It was 1n turn succeeded by
other snd better pressss, and to them
wers pdded the modern typesetiing ma-
chines, until today the mechanical es-
tablishment The Oregonlan ecom-
pares favorally with that of sny news-
paper in the country, Ils present re-
quirements Just Yed to the pur-
ghase of & new lghining-spted guad-
ruple perfecting press, to be installsd
by the manufaciurers at the earlest
practicable and an additionnl
press of Liraer and
greater speed hns now been ordered for
& period a little later

Ths Oregonlan
chance or fortune. It has been created
by untiring ¢ffort, by ceaseless labor,
by unwearied attention, devoted to a
single end. Of the Importancs of Port-
and as & cliy, of the extent of the busl-
abss of Portland, and of the super
minent position of the clty in the
Torthwest thers ig no clearer or surer
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Restation than the pages of this naws- |

sper., 1t bears Portland's meesage
ory day to all purts of the vast coun.
* of which Portland iz the principal
y. and It reports all parts of thal
mtry every day to Portland, It is
exchange of intelligence, & medium
liscussion, a sort of clearing-bouse
plglon for its own reglon; and 1 Ia,
sover, 5 dally mirror of sll the prin-
teansnctions of the world., Its his-

is loteresting,. as the evolution of
vEpaper, and |t has changes yet

v i1t, an changes shall go on in all

around It

wool product of the United States
ar s placed nt I82 636,621 pounds
Natlonal Association of Wool
clurers in a report just pub-

This is the largest estimated

|

1

ported since 1597, when it was | the message |k the lmast fauilty of all
255,163.251 pounds, and com- | President
th & maximum yield In recent | Bome heavy hand is revesled in wvari-
S4S,638,188 in 1893, before fhe | ous passages of departmental origin, |

| for their fallure to establish the gold

repeal of the wool tartff under the Wi
son bilL Avallable wool supplies on
band in the United States on July 1 last
are esiimatefl by the association teo
have been TE084,304 pounds, against
657,100,023 nt the same date in 1885, 557.-
309,125 in 1594, and TO2,568.428 In BN
It s considered that present supplles
are ample to meet the requirements of
the mills prior to the movement of next |
year's clip. The United States Depart- |
ment of Agricalture estimates the oum- |
ber of sheep in the United States on
April 1 last at 40,267,518, against 3478, -
287 in 1897, since which time there has
been & steady increase, confined aimost
entirealy to the far Western States, In
the etates east of the Missouri River
sheepralsing for wool scems to be a de-
clining industry, tariff or no tariff
S ——————

ASPECTS OF THE MESSAGE.

For the most part, the message Is
heavy, perfunctory and disappointing.
Perhaps the most valuable part of it Is |
the chapter on ths Chinese imbrogilo,
and thers its usefulnéess les rather |
in its concise summing up of recent
history than In' any origiaal lhlm.ghli
the President has put into It. For the
rest, it abounds in the commonpiace
nnd is jonded down with long extracts
from previous staie papers.

China.

Every one should read the portlon of
the message dealing with Chine. In

this passage the President has gone
over tite difficulty there briefly and
comprehensively, rendering special

service in hias discussion of the part |
borne by the United States. He shows
the imperinl sympathy with and re-
sponsibility for the atitacks on foreign-
ers, he assumes responsibility for the
policy enunciated by Becretary Hay, be
makes clenr the high plans upon which
that policy was concelved and earried
out. Admirable as his discussion is
from A historical or a diplomatic point
of view, It will satlsly slso the virile
instinot of our pecple. He takes it for
granted by specific Implicatiom that for-
eigners have the right to travel and do
business in China, and that the natives
have the right and privilege to hear
about and acoept “allen fulthe™ China
has contravened thess conceptlons, and
one Important penalty earned and con-

tempiated ia Lhe compulsory opening up |
of the empire to trade with the outside

world. This, the President says, will
help China s well as ourselves,
Money and Banking.

If this message had sald that the

Republicans in Congress are culpable |

standard beyond peril, It would not be
written by Willlam MeKinley, He !s
too good a party man for that. 8o he
contenta himseif by saying that it
the duty of Congress o put thes goid
standard beyond peril. He points out |
the beneficial effects of the new inw n
increaning  banking facllities where
they are worst needed, and in augment.
Ing the volume of bank currency, He
very propérly falicitates the country
on the saving effected to the Treasury
by the refunding operations. When he
regews his recommendation for a “cur-
rency responsive to the varying needs
of business st all seasons and in all
sections.” he looks stralght in the eye
of sclentific banking reform. Of course,
the only such currency is one not based
on eecurities, but withdrawable an well
as lssuable by banks upon thelr own
Instance, It would be Interesting ta |
s¢e this passage explained by ocur Re-
publicar greenback worshlpers.

Civil Service, l
|

Very characteristic is the reference to
This
would have

the Civil Bervics Commission
noble work the President

go on. The commission Is hampered l
for want of funds—it should have |
plenty. The ldea 18, of courss, (o sup-

port and advance by sll possible moral
and finanelal ald the work of the com-
mission, but to do s0o In a way that
shall not Interfere with apportioning
the spolls among the victors. We must
do everything poesible for these re-|
formera, consistent with reservation of

sppolntments for the politicians. It re. |
calls Thurston's idea of financial leg- |
islation—establish the gold standard |
thoroughly, but do It In such a way

as to leave our silver moen serene and |
unidisturbed. |
Somewhat Premature.

Is it hypercritical to snggest that the
cltation of 134 yesars in the Presidenl's
opening paragraph 1s inconsistent with |
& proper pense of perspective? In the
history of civilization and forms of gov-
ernment, 124 years is simply nio time at
all. This sort of thing was well enough
in Fourtk of July orations before May,
1888, But since we have traded our
provinclalism for world cltizenship, we
must measure by international stand-
arde. When the Republle is 1000 years
old, we may speak with some assur.
ance concerning popular government

Protection.

Nothing 15 more impressive in this
message than the clrcumstantial re-
hearsal of the benefita of protection and
efunciation of the sublime principles
that underile it—all eloquently conspie-
uous by absence. Whoe could have
foreseen I in 18807

Shipping Subaldy.

The President Is contented to Tenew
his ecautious recommendation for “aid
to the merchant marine,” and so very |
cautious that he gquotes from his previ-
ous messgge 0 A not to commit him-
s¢if directly to the subsidy scheme, and
y¢L give its promoters no chance (o
complain,

Philippines.

There is Absolutely nothing new in
the unconscionably long discussion of
Phillppine affalrs. The subject was
covered far better in the Istter of ac-
orplance,

Trusts.

It i# & sound distinction the President
makes between legitimate and injuri-
ous trust operations, and he leans de-
cldedly in the Qlrection of Federal reg-
ulation,

Pacitico Cable.

Recommendation it made of & Pacific
cable which shall touch on our own
soll 1n crossing the oeean, a view which
legves out of the count entirely the
prodeat by way of Alaska, Biberia and
Japan.

Rural Delivery and Hall of Records,

The President favors extension of
rural mall free delivery, and indorses
the scheme for a4 hall of records
Literary Comstruction.

As a matter of Hterary construction,

McKinley's state papers

but the only grammatical offense is
the use, In two pilaces of “will* for
“shall” This is doublless a lapse.

COMMISSIONS FOR ENLISTED MEN,

An Armny officer, in a communication
published In another column, is dis-
posed to defend General Corbin's pro-
posal to reform the present conditions
under which an enlisted man of the
regular Army may securs s commis-
sion. This officer writes in a fair spirit,
and we do not see that he really &if-
fers greatly In opinlon from The Ore-
gonlan The Oregonlan conceded In its
article that If two years' service was
not sufficient to M & manp for an offeer,
the term of service could be enlarged,
If the examination s not severs
enough test, it could be made more ar-
duous. The recommendation of our
correspondent that soldlers of milltary
aptitude ought to recelve appolntments

| to the Military Academy is & good one,

but & good many soldiers of military
aptitude would, we presums, be too old
to enter West Polnt.

Our correspondent polnts gut the fact
that men who have been dismissed
fromn West Point have enlisted In the
regular Army and obtained a commis-
sion before their class was gradunatad
A man dlamissed from West Point
must presumptively have been dropped
for moral delinquenty or some gross
breach of discipline. If the offense was
& serfous one, it ought to be & matter
of record, and bde a bar {6 & commmis.
slon In the Army. The reputation of
the enlisted man who was a candidate
for a commiselon oought to be part of
his gqualifications for promotion, since
he is expected to be not only an offl-
cer, but & gentleman, and It ought to
be wvery difficuit for a man who bhad
been dropped from West Pelnt for
moral delinquency or gross breach of
discipiine (o secure a commission by
promotion from the ranks of the reg-
ular Army. The facts concerning his
dismissal from West Polut cught to
form part of his record as a man of
sound military character. Of course,
dizmissal from West Point s not con-
clusive evidence of & man's unfitness
for an homorable and efficlent military
career, for In our Civil War some men
who had been dropped from West Point
for various reasons rose to high mill-
tary distinctlon. Among these wale
General John M. Corse, who fought the
famous fight at Altoona Pass; General
L. A Armstead, who fell leading Plek-
ett's charge at Gettyshurg: Colone]
Charles H. Tompkins, of the retired list,
who was dropped out of West Polnt at
the end of two years, then served five
years in the regular cavalry, before he
obtained m commission as Second Lisu-
tenant, and commanded a regiment of
valunteer cavalry with credit during
Pope's campalgn.

Neveritheless, the nature of his dis-
qualification at West Polnt should be
included in the record of a diamissed or
dropped cadet, who as an enlisted man
applies for & vommisslon, If It was &
perious delinquency, he cught not to
be appointed. If It was & breach of dis-

cipline, that was due to boylalinesas,
which the mature soldler had out-
Erown, it ought not to be guotaed

against him. But the whoie question of |

reform, it seems (o us, Ils easy of set-

| tlement, without practically putting up

the bars against men of military spii-
tude oltaining commissions In the reg-
ular Army. Make the examinations a
severe test of the candldate’'s ftness
as a man of high milltary Inteiligence
and practica. skill to hold a commis-
glon, and insist on high personal char-
acter, so that the regulur Army shall
not become an asylum for such vulgar
ruffians as General Eagan. Of course,
there Is much taught the cadet at Weast
Point that is not necessary (o test an
enlisted man's fitness for & commission,
The test should be limited to the en-
listed man's knowledgs of milktary tac-
tica, artillery, Infantry and cavairy, his
knowledrge of how to care for his men
on the march, in camp or garrison, his
knowledge of Army papers and ac-
counts, Is reputation for executive
ablilty and self-restraint in leadership,
his reputation for Integrity, truthtul-
ness and homor.

Beyond this it would be nelther just
nor necessary to go. M would mot be
falr to test his fitness by the qualifica-
tlons of & West Point graduate, who Is
expectid to be a military engineer as
well as o master of battle tactics. Gen-
eral Corbin himself entered the regular
Army as a Second Lleutsnant of the
Seventleenth Infantry in 1666, after a
service In the vaolunieers that was not
a severe test of his soldlership. He
passed Into the regular Army without
any exmnmination or service &s an ©n-
{isted man, such as candidates confront
today, but he is s0 secure today in hias
position that he is not friendly to pro-
motions from the ranks The real
abuse to be guarded against i& not pro-
motions from the enilsted men of the
Army whe have served two years, but
politica! appointments from civil life of
men who have never seen any servige
in. the regular Army, and whose exam.
ination is nominal compared with that
to which the enllsted man is sublected
for promotion.

EMPEROR WILLIAM SNXUBS KRUGER

Emperor Wlliam naturally does not
wish to receive Paul Kruger. Why
shonld he?
grandson of Queen Victoria, and the
governments of Great Britaln and Ger-
many are at present on terms of warm
public friendship. It was natural that
France, the hereditary enemy of Eng-
lnnd, should take advantage of the
technics]l omission of the British Gov.
ernment to announce officially to the
French Cabinet the annexation of the
Boer Hepublics, and permit a hoodlum
holiday welcome of Kruger, The
French President was careful to receive
Krugér as & private citizen, but the
French Chamber passed a resolution of
sympathy for a man who i= not half as
warthy of respect ma the Arab chief
Abdsl Kader, whom the French
cruzhed in Algeria many years ago and
banisked to Syrin Emperor Willlam
knows that Great Britain i= his natural
and only ally in Europe In case of trou-
ble, for Great Britain has a long purse
and a great navy.

France appears to have forgotten
these facts and gone cut of her way
to throw mud at Great Britain by bld-
ding weleome to Kruger, who !s noth-
ing but & cunning old Boer, who stole
himself- rich through civil corTuption
and exiortlon from the foreigners who
at his ievitation Invested their eapital
in the development of the guid mines
which the Boers were too poor and too
ignorant to utilive. Before this date
Paul Kruger and all his assoclates were
poor men; in & few years they became
so rieh that they bulit residences cost-
ing $200,000. Not only did Kruger and
his associates grow rich through extor-

| tobate methods of taxation and reve- |

Emperor Willlam Is the |

nue, but it was potorious that the so-
called Supreme Court was a farcieal!
tribunal, for behind it stood Paul Kru-
gor, ready to reverse any of its decis.
fons for a bribe. Kruger was nothing
but a corrupt old tyrant, with whom
his ignorant people were infatuated
through their worship of him as an old-
time fighter agalnst the Zulus and a
sysiematic perpetustor of race hate of
the British.

Kruger undertook to rush the British
out of Natal, and, had he possessed a
goo0d master of natural Boer tactics,
like Dewst or Botha, he might have
transiently succeeded: bmt under poor,
old, broken-down Joubert, he falled,
| and today Kruger is nothing but an in-
firm old fugitive, posing as President
of the Transvaa! Republle, which has
no existence outside of perhaps 10,000
Boer horsemen enacting guerrilia war-
fare. Of what possible consequence I
this ignorant old Bosr to Emperor Wiil-
fem? Kruger shot Sulus In his youth,
and shot lons when he was not hunt-
| lng Zulus. He is crafty, avariclous and
| ignorant. He is of about as much con-
sequence a8 waas old Sitting Bull, who
Enve us 8o much trouble at the head of
thé refraotory Sioux until he was shot
to death by the Indfan police. To &
mob of Frenchmen, crazy with stupld
jealousy and hate of England, Kruger
fs a welcome exzcuse for jeering at
Oreat Britaln, but to Emperor Wlillam
* Kruger Is of 1.0 more public interest or
consequence than would be the war
chief of the Yaqul Indlans if he should
leuve Mexico and go mooning about
Europe seeking for applause and inter-
ventlon.

A resolution in behalf of ex-Presi-
dent Kruger has been Introduced in
Congress by Representative Fitsgerald,
an Irish Demoecrat of Marsachusetis
Mr., Fitzgerald would not be an Iriah-
man if he sver lost a chanoe to twist
the tail of the Britikh lion. It is not
Hkely that this resolution will secure a
passags, for discreet men will see that
it 18 nothing but an act of gratultous
discourtesy to & friendly power. Such
resolutions a‘ways secure the support
of Irish politiclans, and when they get
no more than this they are viewsd with
| just contempt by Great Britailn. The
Engileh people distinguish between the
solid public opinlon of the American
people and the Anglophobia of Imported
Demoeratie politiclans, just as they dis-
tinguished between the Invasion of
Canada by Arnold and Montgomery
and thes Invasion of Canada by the
Fenlan General O'Nell, who was sent to
prison by a United States court as a
| violator of our neutrality laws. It was
| & Democratic statesman, Unlted Statea
| Senator Bayard, who once expressed
| his disgust that & slmple extradition
| treaty betweén the United Btates and
Great Britaln was difficult of matifica-
tion because under it Irish dynmmitards
and other anarchist assassins would
probably be surrendered. Presldent
Cleveland, In 1888, on the death of Chief
Justice Walte, decided at on2 time (o
Appoint ne his successor our then Min-
lster to England, E. J. Phelps, but the
clamor of the Iriah-American contin.

the appolntment of a man who, “as
Minister to Englsnd, had been on
frisndly terms with & cocrclon govern-
ment” Mr, John E. Fltzgerald and Mr,
Patrick Collina weres both consplcuous
then in denouncing Mr. Phelps as an
Anglomaniac, just ns they hnd previ-
ously denounced Mr. Lowell just as
they subsequeéently dencunced Mr. Bay-
ard as an “aristocrat.” The Kruger
resolution was, of course, to be expect-
ed from Mr John E Filtzgemld, who
| eannot forgive England for making
both Ireland and South Africa Inbabit.
ehle countried. Had Kruger succesded
In overrunning Natal and Cape Colony,
it would, of course, have bheen “a great
day for Ireland,” and so we suppose if
there should oe a second “Indlan Mu-
tiny,” that would be another “great day
for Ireland,” and we should have a res-
olution of sympathy offered for Us
Nuana Sahib.

The Chlcago divores Industry, once

ferred Lo New York, or perhaps only
A branch of this business has been es-
tablished in the latter city, that has
drawn nothing from the activities of
the origlnal plant. However this may
be, a regular system of fraudulent di.
voree hae beén sstablished in the me.
tropolls, and opersted in the most un-
blushing fashion by & gang of swin-
diers for many monthe It appears
that the same people were permitted
to come into court with case after cass,
not merely Jozens, but hundreds of
them, and testify to alleged facts
which the slightest scrutiny would
have detected to be false. These dl-
voree brokers were at last detected by
the merest accident through the pres-
ence on two occasions of a sténogra-
pher, who happened to take enough In-
terest In the proceedings to notice that
the witnesses on both cases were the
same. Inquiry shows that the courts
had for a long time granted svery ap-
plication on the bare mtatement of the
applleant, without taking the slight-
est trouble to inquire into the truth or
faleity of his story. Bo slack a ju-
diclary can only be accounted for upom
the basis of s sleeping or seared pub-
Ile consclence, further evidence of
which appears in the plaln statements
ond chocking developments which ace
company the presemt orusade against
vice in the great olty. The virus of de-
based political donditions has not only
permeated the body politle, but as the
seepage from an overcharged or fault-
lly constructsd sewer It hms reached
the social fabric, contaminating It. It
mAay be added that the awakened courts
are striving in some degree to atone for
| the mischief that thelr somnolent
state parmitied, and all appllcations for
divorce, for the present, at least, will
be critically scanned and the applicants
be made to ghow good and statutory
cause before the plea i= allowed.
e ———

If the report that Lord Roberts Is to
be made a Duke and that Parliament
will be asked to vote him £100,000 to
support the titie is confirmed, he will
ba the first Engllsh soldier who has
been made a Duke for purely military
services since General Sir Arthur
Wellesley was made & Duke for his
great military explolts in Bpaln from
1508 10 1814 The Duks of Welllngton
kad fought and Dbeaten successively
Soult, Victor, Masséns andl Marmont at
the Douro, Talavera, Fuentes 4'Onoro
and EBalamanca, a suoccession of bril-
fiant English victories equaled only by
Mariborough's t(riumphs &t Blenbeim,
Ramillies, Oudenarde and Maiplagust.
The only great English Generals whose
military exploits made them Dukes
were Mariborough and Welllngton;
enly two purely military Dukes in &
century. It is not likely that Lord Rob-
erts will oblaln the distinction of &

gent of the Democratic party preventad |

80 thriving, has, It seems, been trans- |

Dukedom, for, while he is a very able
and briiliant soidler, and has rendered
great service to his country, it will not
be Iltke the English Government to
award him such exceptional honors as
& Dukedom. The distance between the
performances of Welllngton and that
of Lord Roberts is great snough to for-
bid it It would loock like a lack of
sense of militury proportion to award
as high dignity ta Lord Roberts for
beating the Hoers as was given Wel-
lington for beating Napoleon's veterans
commanded by his ablest marshals,

The horrible fate of the youth, Perry
Kincald, who was killed near Com-
stock, Dougias County, Sunday morn-
ing, while attempting to “beat his way
south” om the Southern Paclific traln,
is one that every man of boy dares who
seeks to appropriate the brakebeam to
his own use in beating the rallroad
company out of his fare. The detalls
of such a death are shocking enocugh
when read at a distance from the scens
of the tragedy. When witneased and
tollowed up for a mile or more, as in
this case, by a brother of the mangled
viotim, they are horrible past bellef
The hope, even though a faint one,
that the story will prove a warning to
boys who attempt In this hazardous
way to get something for nothing, jus.
tifies the spreading of the shocking de-
talls of the occurrence before the pub-
lie.

e

No, Portiand Is not built exactly upon
the basis a Crook correspondent would
tempt us to believe. Thia city does
indeed owe Its existence (o agricultural
Oregon. But a very potent reason for
Its existence Is Ita location. Oregon
does not trade and ship Its products
here for sake of sweet charity. Port-
land does producers some service when
it offers a market and an outlet for
thelr commodities, To be sure, they
bave a state pride In the Northwest
metropolis, but their maln Interest 8
pusiness, And when a gentleman de-
clares Mulinomah County has no right
o complain of siate appropristions
from which [t gets no benefits, becauss
the Alstricts that do profit by them are
back of Portland's prosperity, he I8
simply off in his theorles of grafts and
of economics. A local appropriation or
bounty may be defensible, but oo other
grounds than this

Circumstances over which he has no

econtrol have induced ex-President Kru- |

ger to forego his Intended visit to Ber-
Hn. The Kal.er, It appewrs, has notl.
fled the pugnaclous old Boer thal he
would be too busy to recelve him, He
will hie him, therefore, direct to Hoi-
land wupon quitting France, where
Queen Wilhelmine will receive him
with such demonstrations of friendii-
ness and sympathy a= her Minlsters
will permit “Having encouraged a
useless guerrilln warfare, and having
disregarded Germany's advice when be
might still have followed It" William
feels justified In snubbing the old man
by refusing to give audience to his
grievances agalnst England. Oom Paul
naturally feels much disheartened, as
the Emperaor's attitude s an indication
that he considers the Interests of Ger-
many ldentical with those of England,
and thinks that to follow after France
fa not a part of his official or political
programme.

Secretary Long asks for only twe
first-clans battle-ships, two first-class
armored crulsers, six lght<dranght
gunboats, some smaller craft for river
service, and a repalr-ship, transport,
training ships and colllers. The Becre-
tary's moderation is dus to the fact
that the department now has fifty-three
veasels under construction, and these
ecall for large expenditures, the total
naval estimatss for the ensuing year
being fixed at §57,000,000,
the record In our Navy for one year in
time of peace.

——————

The apportionment bill introduced
vesterday gives Washington another
Representative,. The Increase Iz just,
and Washington should have 1L Ore-
gon needs aaother, but she must first
Eet mure people.

¥renchmen who impeach the Kalser
for not admiring the cowardice of Kru-
ger probably think Sedan the greatest
glory of France. Hut the Germans Are
fighters.

Thiz awenring In of Filipinos seems
to be a trifle overdus. Wasn't It
planned so as to be in time for the
Prealdent's me=sage? Or election, per.
haps?

Two thousand bolomen have taken
the onth of allegiance tn the United
States. The Fillpinos are getting to bs
more llberty-loving every minute,

If Kruger !s wiser than Bryan, be
knows without a second battle that
crowda which howl for him are nbot
necessarily with him.

Mareputable and Contemptible.
Chicago Inter Ocean.

Full returns of the November eloction
from all the states give McKinley 72385514
votes, and Hryan §.360,74; MceKinley's plu-
rality, FTTIA In 1506, McKinley recelved
7197304 votes, and Bryan 6.513,080; McKin-
ley's plurality, 5724 McKinley's vota
was larger by I3L210 than four years agn,
Bryan's not as large by 1T304, and Mec-
Kinley's plurallty was larger by 305484,

The Frohibition vote has besn reported
officinily from 3 siates, incinding Tliinols,
Indiana, lowa, Xansas, Massachusetts
And FPennsylvania, but omitting New
New York. In the 30 states Woolley, Pro-
Ribitlon candidate for President. recefved
157,680 wotes. Bldwell recelved M4 IR
votes In 1882; Fisk, 205,957 In 188, and Le-
wvering and Bently 44,653 in 1994,

Thete I8 a falling off In the Prohibition
vote In Connecticut sa compared with
1852, » gain in Florlda and Georgia, & loss
of 16000 in Ohlo, a gauln of 2 In Penn-
sylvania, and a losa of 3 in Wisconsin.

This is not a gond showing for the ¢an-
didates who expected to poll W0.000 votes.
It &= ths people’s aniwer, however, to ap-
peals made through disreputable and con-
temptible methods,

Trath to Ideals.
Indinnupolls News
Democracy has  frequently suffered
mueh at the hands of its self-appointed
prophets, for thelr credentials are too
often taken st thelr face value, and the
philosophy in Judged by those who pre-
tend to stand for it. What we have to
do In this country is not to follow any
man. but to be trus to our Meals And
least of ail vhould we fallow those guidea
who, whether consciously or unconscious-
ly, cast discredit on a grest principle
either by misinterpreting or misapplying
it It Is 10 the credit of the Ameriean
people thmt they have rarely besn de-
celved by thons who proclaimed a3 false
gotpel Uunder the old name They have
been, In the maln, trus to their finer in-
#iinets, and have not often failed to treat
with serious attention the great questions
with which they have been compeiled L0

ireat United Differ-

Britain Statem ence.
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COMMISSIONS FOR EMLISTED MEN

FORT CANBY, Nov. 0.—(To the Bditer)
—""To shut the doar of promotlon upon ¢n.
listed men of mntural military aptitude
would be a mistake so ends your edito
rial. It is top true. It ls seldom that
Army speak thelr sentiments in
a newspaper, but your editortal, “"Corbin's
Curtous Suggestion,” so roused me to de-
fend the true meaning sand tntent of Gon-
eral Corbin as ralsed by Army ‘officers in
E 1that I t refraln a few wotrds
in your paper.

No officer of the Army loday who I8
Just and falr-minded will advocale that
commiasions should be barred all enlisted
men. The point Is, and the gist of Gen-

eral Corbin's suggestion !s, that thelr
torm of service ls too short. It as it
stands, permiis a dismissed cader of

West Point to enlist In the Army and
obtain & commission befove the cluss he
enterdd the Academy with has been grad-
uated. Two years s too short 4 Ume to
determine a man's military proficlency
for a commission In the Army. West
Point fixes it ut four years, Annapoils at
six years; why should emlisted men be
permitted to enter the Army when their
training is far laferlor to that of our
military collage in the short service of
fwo years?

Thers are many exceptions to tha rule,
Generals Miles, Brooke, Colonsln Liscum,
Cuoolidge, ete., form these mxceplions,
Aside from all this, has It ever been con-
sidered that with even rour yeoars' ser-
vice in the Army, will the enlisted men,
subject to the examinations that Army
bodrds give them, be equal to the tasks
for which graduates of our Natlonal
training school are fiited?

it seems an oversight on the part of
Congress that ne provision has ever been
made for appointments to the Miltary
Acndemy at West Point for enlisted men
of the Army showing aptitude in mllitary
affalrs. Why could not an enactment be
provided so thdat all soidlers, whether non-
commissioned officers or not deslring
an appolntment to the Milltary Acade-
my, make upplication to his commanding
officer and thereupon the applicunt's
merits be examined Into asx to his ftness
for appolntment by a board of officers?
| Thers are many men in the very ballery
in which I now serve whom I belleve
would do grest credit and honor to &
commission In the Army, and whom 1
would love to see so promoted, but the
principls of promotion as it now atands is
radically wrong. ARMY OFFICER.

_—_ e,

REVISION OF THE TARIFF.

Waork for Its Friends, If They WIil
Only Attend to It.
8t. Paul Ploneer Press,

The Ploneer Presa cordially seconds
the motion made by the Director of the
Mint, Mr. Boberts, when he sald recently
| of the duties which lay before the Repub-
lcan party:

The tariff should be revisad by it friends
The duties which by resson of the develop-
ment of our industries have hecomns superfis-
ous should be removed or reduced. and Ihue
eliminated from controversy before wo oniar
another campalgn.

The tariff has done its work so wall In
promoting thas development of mome of
our leading ndustries that they have far
1 outgrown the need of protection. For ex-

mnple, we are now producing steel ralls

and most other stes! and wire products
nt lower coat and selling them abroad at
|lo'rer prices than our chiel competitor,

Great Britaln, or any natlon In the warld.
The London Iron and Coal Trades Re-
view. in speaking of the remarkable fall
In the demestls prices of American wirs
and steel, suys:

The rapid ond iarge reduction shoukl cause
serious alarm in this coumtry, as indeed, It
hias doge. VWhen British prices of today are
compared with the 1rices quoted on the cilier
side of the Atlantie, 1the marvel agp=ars W0 bDe
that the Dritish manufasturers can do any
vasiness at all Here are a few jtams based
ot present prices.

faciurers can underseil us on the basis of
guoted orices by at lenst Xiw per ton In every
one of the items emumemated above, and thess
represent the bulk of the ordinary trade

fhe manuficturers of the United States

NOTE AND COMMENT.

The Kaiver seems to be & dutiful grand-
son, after all

Amoug sad worda pot these in, too?
“Full three months more of Pettigrew.™

Kenturky's Governor does not drink, but
he permits the fact to be known only out-
side the astste,

A preacher says there Is the devil in
mince ple,. but the small boy says: "Get
thee within me, Batan"™

The KEansas Clty Journal very properly
beging its football reports with a list of
the dead and the Injured.

The recent cyclone in Gusm shows how
rapldiy our new possessiona are acquic-
ing American institutions,

The shortage In the Delaware peach
crop may be responsible for the prevail-
ing dearth of chorus giriz in New York

Nebmshia ls safely Republican for years
to come, Cannot Bryan be indpced to
take up his resldence In Texas a few
years?

Tod Sloan refuses to talk for publica-
tfon. He has now only to turn prise-
fighter to become one of the wonders of
| the world.

A burglar fell out of a second-story
window in Philadslphin a few days agn,
but it was not recovrded that any honess
men got thelr duen

The man who made the freak eleotion
bet will soom look lke an Intellectual
glant, Men will be making New Year's
resolutions before long.

Eagan burst his cerements fust in time
to fill the American soldler with thank-
fulness that the army ration is no longer
served by the undertaker,

1s the underground burg of Pumpell,
They say,

Which In going around
Witk the minstrel-show stars of today.

Perhaps Bryan i= not such a false
prophet after all. He predicted calamity
in the event of Republican success, and
now Congress In session,

in

Ob, the concert of the powers
Lucked the proper verve and glemsy
Till Conductor Uncin Bsmuel
Want himeelf clear down to G
Ever since that time the musia
fias poen all way up In G
Krager and the Kaiser.
wild hugans of fruntic France still reng
throwgh all the alr
echo of the beocming guns reverberated
1here
When zreat Opm Pani scross the line from
Germany sppearesd,

The

The

And, bowing dow before the French, spoke
thusly, through his veard:
“Parewell fond, friendly, frenzied French;

your osurtesy prafuse
Is graven desply on my besrt your eloguent
shyne
Of that 211 tyrant, John H

the free,

Bull, oppressor of

has mads &

I b ; need to tell you bere,
with me
%o lonser may [ tarry hers, for yomler Im
| F n
The Katser walts tmpationtly ustil that I
biow n"

En speaking. Kruger tock the phooe, called up

the A DT,
Acd in s week or two agpearsd & modern
Mercury,

Wha, when Paul's message he received, aaked,
“Woare does dat go at?™
wadding up the scrawhed soroll, cob-
cealod it in his Ball
Then slouched he forth, atf fortolss pale, the
mesmage Lo CORYEF
Unto ihe Haiser whers ha sat enthroned In
ET rray
Phoetive (that's an alias of our oid
friend, the suay
Was sinking In the crimson west, the joyous
day was done,
Whes <Wiiliam, sitting by his stain, was

And,

| are thus snabled to control the steel and
fron markets of the workl, COur exports
of ste=l rafls alone amounted during the
first nine months of this year to 233900
tona, and this ts but the begioning of a
movement which will soon attain im-
mgnse proportions. Under these circum-

atances the exiating duty of =even-twen- |

[ tlethe of a cent a pound on steel ralls is

of no value whatever for protection pur-
pose:, and, of course, ylelds no revenue.
Protection has done its work In putting
o@r lron and stesl Industries beyond any
furthér nesd of protection.

There are many other manufnctorad
articles which are now produced at a cost
whicrhk erablea the American manufac-
turer to campete suecessfully with the for-
elgn producer. In all these cases the duty
should be removed, In many others,
| whe=e it cannot be taken off entirely, It
ean be largely reduced. It should be
taken off entirely in avery case where It
has ceased to be of any protection
revenue value. and serves no other pur-
posr than to permit eapitallatiec combina-
tlons to riise the price of the product be-
yond lts ‘egitimate level

The tariff Ia in great need of Intelligent
and judicious revision, and, as Mr. Rob-
erts say, It should be dane by the friends,
nat the enemies, of protection. 1If it I
not done by its friends they may be per-
fectly rertain that It will be done by {ts=
enemies. The tariff questlon commanded
lttle attention during the campaign from
which the country has just emerged, be-
cnuse t was crowded off the stage by
other and more vital lasues, But condi-
tions have changed so marvelously since
the present tarllf was enacted, largely
owing to the enormous stimulus given to
our Infustrial development by our pro-
tective pollcy, that It now presenis many
vulnernble points—many points which
are, In faet, indefensible. The country
bas progressed so wonderfully In the last
few years that It has left the tariff be-
| hind. No more Important work lies be-
fore the Republican party than to set
about the immediate revision of the tar-
(i, with & view to adjust §t to the

chnnged conditions of our Industrial pros-
ress. "

ar

The Life Insurance War Tax.
St. Paul Ploneer Press,

From July 1 188, to October 1, the Hife
insurance companies issued policies to
the amount of RSG76L58, on which
there was collectad by the Government
a stamp war tax of # cents for every
1000, amounting in the aggregute to F.-
260,600, Although this tax was nominaily
paid by the insurance companles, It was
in fact pald by the polley-holders, for It
was either deducted from their dividends
in the case of the mutual companies, or
added to their premioms by the other
companles, This {s gn enormous tEx on
the frugal and provident men who wish
to Invest their savings in Insurance poll-
ctes for the benafit of their familles when
death shall deprive them of husband and
tather, I operates as a penaity on the
prudence and thrift which alons seek this
form of trust investment, and which in-
stead of being texed with this oppressive
burden should be as far as possible fos-
tered and encouraged. It is unprece-
dented, too, in the history of war (ax
legislation. Undeér the amended revenue
law of 1884, when a war was first
impossed on lifa Insurancs, 1 ™te of
taxation was 5 cemts for 500 or less;
5 cents on policies between J1000 and
g0, and §1 on policles of over N0
This was an inconsiderable fractiom of
the prasent tax. The whole mmount col-
jected in 1364 on lfe insurance was less
than 20000 It wase FELZE last year,
This amount cuts buot a small figure in
the revenues of the Government, but It
s & very heavy burden to the few pollcy-
bholders who are compelled to pay It, and
every of sound policy calls
| for ita repeal

mtartled by the din

trograph

And heat the boy ten plennig down before be
paid hin fer,

| The Ealser took ihe messsge Gp, and cast his
royal ey -

Upen the text, and bade the Doy to walt for

Upon his 7 ! hrow thers grew & large por-
tentots frowh

Ard wiih the wicked word
the mersaze= down
he resd thersin was this:
1, Oom Panl,

foat down your way,
all

I gunge

tverdammnt’ be

| Par wh “Freund
| Wikheim,
present]

friend

o pay &

of your lupd, Freund
%, s hernus’
The EKalser selzsd his pen and wrote, “Neln,

Ich bin nlcht e beas""

chill throw-down reached Oom
Pazi, a look of sad surprise

Wallad op within the llguid depths aof his ex-
prrasive =yvd

T hat low-bred man s ihls T
treat brave Kreger thus?

The weak-knosd, faint-heart fot train=d dolr,

the craven, cowand cues,

by my falth, If «id John Hull has pFot

him so afraid

An ally worth a 1

rw mnle

g on his passive hesl bold Kruger

vl on,

n (or Ametordam thet went by

When this

ha #sbl, "0

Now,

ink=r's dam he never woald

way of Boan,
While Kals Wilhelm =miled s emile, and
quats: “Now, Uncle S8am

And all the nations of the earth may s how
gmooth I am*™
———————

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

Mintress—DHd you tell the lady [ wis oull
Sesvan: Girl—Yes, ma'am Mistiens—Did sha

soem (o lave any doubts about it? Bervant
Gitl—Xo, ma‘am; she =mid she knew ¥0U
wasa't.—Tit-Bits,

Tetlow—Keep iruth on your sids. Remem-

bes, all ltays shall have their part in the laka
that burmeth with fAre and brimsipme Wilten
—Of, It must Bave all been parceisd out lomg
ago —Boston Transeript.

“Walkieg Lady” (mte for rehearnal)—Ob,
I'm sorry to be late! I 4n hope you raven't
alf besn walling for me? Arage Manager
(lelly)—My dear Miza Chalmerw, [neompetencs
In the gift of bemven: Dut sttention to busi.
pess may be cultivated'—Punch.

Prodably Correct.—Tess (who has wandered
into the wsporting page by sccldeni—""Bosten
has A& phemomenal piteher recently Atscoversd
in the West." W2hat la & phenomenal pitcher?
Jesn—ik! | suppose I's one that can hold aa
awful lot—Fhiladslohin Press

Teo Btromg = Tamplation — “Yes, George
ansked me Bow old 1 would be cm my nesl
wirthday.” ““The impudent feilow! Of coumse
you el ninsteen™' “No, I said twenty-
iz’ “Mercy, mirl, you mren't but twenty-
fogr®™ *"Neo, but George Is poing to give me
& cluster fing wWith & diamond In it for every
yoar.'—Clevaland Plaln Dealer.

A Far Cry.
Harriet Boyer in the Century.

1 walk the streets I do not know,

A strasger, 1 at edds; -
And alien faces come and go

That do not pleasa;
The vory alrs that round me blow

Blow from strange ssas

1 kmow a Afll in mine own land
Where I would be;

i kmow & bearth-fire bumsing bright
That burna for me.

Arcund thet hame, this Winter-tide,
The now e deep;

The midnight moon shines clear and high,
The wvagrant winds ase all ssleap.

An #xila in this sultry land,

In dreams [ seek those smow felds fres,
The hill, the hearth-fire burning bright,
And whes.




