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THE MORNING OREGONIAN, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1000,

The Donation Land Law

Beneficent Results of the Act—Its Part in
the Development of Oregon.

REGON CITY, Or., Nov. 2T.—An in-
quiry Into the origin of the sct of
Congrens of September II, I8,
ouly known as the Oregon do-
n land law (the full text of
was printed in The Oregonian
her 4 J850), and the effect
that law had wupon the Iiater
pment of the Btate of Oregon,
pertinent brief Inguiry into the
n anl development of our entire land
om, Few men
t the origin of things, The man who
2 fee-simple title to 2 town lot s
to know that the original tide
8 good, and thut his own chain of title
complete. Time was, and nol so very
ago, when no individual
of the soll of Oregon. What sov-
ty heid thile before the guestion of
vidual titles became a practieal tople
n't particularly interest the sverage
Who cares whether of not 'we now
it by virtue of Captaln Gray's discov-
of the Columbla River In 1%L by
ue of the purchase from Frincs In
by virtue of the tresty with Epaln
818, or by virtee of the treaty of June
186 with Great Britain? We do know
1 our lUne should have gone to 5 de-
# minutes. the southern lne of the
inn possessions, instend of stopping
the ©th parallel: but all of that Is
that was spllied many years ago.
ot to go too far back inte the dim
essen of time to discover the origin of
ment title, it 1a pertinemt to ask:
foex the manwho holds title through
Goneral Government discover "‘where
i at"” and what is the nature and
gin of our symtem of innd surveys?
laws that have existed for over 100
the public lands of the United
tes ore all surveved under what is
wn an the “rectangular system.” This
was reported by a committes of
gress consisting of Thomas Jefferson
Mesars, Willamson, Howell, Gerry
Roas May 7, IT8L In the ordinance
itted by this committes it was pro-
that the Innds of the country should
Givided Into “hondreda™ of 10 geo-
phienl miles square., these ngain to
subdtvided into lots of one mile square,
hk to be numbered from 1 to 1, com-
cing In the northwestern corner and
nting aiternately from west to eant
from east to west continuousiy. This
n was = amended as to provide for
present system of townshipa
les nguare, whereln we begin in our al-
ate numbering of the sections at the
ortlieast corner. Each township con-
#ts of B sectloms of one mile sguare
. In numbering thess townships
orth or south, we start at the estab-
hed bane iine, and
nEes east and west we start with an
blished meridian line. This system of
=ying. so far as ls known found Its
of this committes, It was enacted
10 law May M 178 In the Unlted
tates there are at loast two doxen prin-
Ppai meridians, and s simllar number of
base lnes. The Willamette meridisn is
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calncident with longithde 123 degroes 44 |
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tersection with
paraliel

from Greenwich. Its
the base line i= on

R S .

|

L
L
+
<

s s S RS S S RS LS

$

liberal, if not extravagant, comcessions
the statistics, which show that, although
about G000 homestoad entries have been

| made fn the eountry snce the homestead

trouble themselves |

law took effect in 1ML they cover only
ibont 5 M0.000 acres of land, et It re-
quired a bitter and long-continued fight
to sscure the pumsage of the hamestesd
law. The first demand for this law was

| made by the Free-Sofl Democracy in thelr

National convention at Pittsburg, August
11, 182, February 1, 158, the first home-
stead bl Introduced by Hon. Galusha A,

| Grow, who I= now the Republiesn Con-

owned & |

| e,

| Hiberal in It
ix |

in numbering the |

1
the
of 40 degrees 3 minutes north |

gree=man-at-Large from Pennsylvania,
passed the lower house of Congress by
A vole of 1M 10 7 all of the aMrmative
voles but two being from the Northern
States, and all of the negatlve votes but
ecight being from the Bouth. The hill was

defented by the Democratie leaders in
the Senate. May £ 1880 the bill was
agzin introduced by Mr. Loveloy, and

pasesd the House by a vole of 115 to &,

| buwever,

|

!

all of the afMirmative votes but one belng |

from the North, and all of the negative
votes but two belng from the South. This
bill was =0 amended in the Senate as to
require thes homestead entryman to pay
5 cents per acre for his clalm The
House reluctantly accepted the amended
bill, because, as Mr. Grow exprossed It
“half & loaf Is better than no bread.”
Fven this Wl was killed by the velo of
President Puchsnan, and the passage of
the first bomestead law was left to the
Congress that went Inte power with the
innuguration of Abmham Lincoln. That
Iiw passed the House February 3, 1582
It passed the Benate May 5 192 and was
signed by Lincoln May 20, 182 Acoord-
ing to its terma, it took effect January 1,
the wery dsy that the emancipa-
tion proclamnation took efecl This fur-
nishes an added reason why that day
shouid be memorable In the acnals of the
Nation.

The enly donation laws ever passed by
Congreas were confined in thelr operation
to the Territory of East Florida and the
Territories of Oregon, Waishingion and
New Mexico. The acts applicabls to
East Fiorida and New Mexico granted
only 18 acres to sach claimant and the
total amount
were about M000 ncres in New Mexico
and TOTH acres In East Florida. The
Orogon  donation land law was mors

in ita scope. The mages attending s
development eannot be fully set forth in
& brief =srticle. The authorship of the
iaw Is In dispute. In the earller years
of our history as n state (h's wax a
subject of much acrimonious dincussion,
Ap early as August 6, 1858
Polk, In 4 messagr to Congress bearing
upon the nesds of a territorial govern-
ment for Oregon, expressed his desire
that this region might “be filed up by a
hardy and patriotle populntion and
urged thag it was “'But an act of Justice
that thess emigrants, w it moest effec-
tually advancing the interest and pollcy
of the Government, should be alded by
liberal grants of jand.™ In his measage
of December & 1846 he mays,
to Oregon: “Am our citizens who
reside In thai distant

nHw
reglon have been

latitude, and It countrols the public sur- | subjected to many hardships, privations

weys of Oregon and Washington.

The originil methods for the dupnul’ by thelr Improvements
of the public lands of the country wers | the value of the public

mdicaily different from those In forve
during the past B or O years. Congress
in I8 lesued o proclamation forbidding
settlement on the publle domain. A law

Pasned In 1600 emphasized this prohibltion, |

and a Inw passed in 1%7 gave the Presl-
dent the powsr of removal of settlers on
the publle lands, At that time settle-
ment of the public domain was not en-

couraged, It was expresaly prohibited
Congress then concernsd ltself with o
bandiing the public innds as to secure
from them the largest amount of reve-
nue. As as 1T Alexander Hamtl-
tom, It response Lo & resolution of Con-

gress, submitted a plan for the disposl-
tion of the publlc domatn. It ix one of
the evidenres of the mutchless genius of
this grestes all sur Revolutionary
eintesmen that the leading features of
his plan have hesome & permanent part
ef our land system. He, however, con-
¢ sxle of all our public lands,
: ruling Sdea of that era.
t different periods our agricultoral jands
i ot the tates of 131 %5 .
ente, and ot #1, §1 5 52 and
per acre. Today, while our agri-
I Jands, under the general liws,
7 to homestend entry, except
vase of arfd lands or isolated tracts,
lands are sold at B2 00 cash per
nd coal lands at $10 and 50 per

ot

acre
The first

inws passed to encourage aet-
tiemen on the public Iands were the vari-
ton laws, the aot of Septem-
e the fullest In fts scope.

Under ihis Inw one could enter 180 acres,
&ofd a1 any time after ¥ monthe' rexi-
dence, not liter than 5 months from the
date of entry, the elalmant was entitled
to patent upon the payment of 5 25 per |
acry

The 1den of giving any part of our pub-
Me lunds to Individual eoitizens, solely in

of residence and cultiva-

thog, = 11 te hawe taken root umntil

the homestead law woas passed, although
the ation innds to the states and
to « us public enterprises, and to in-
divid s for miMiary service, was com-
mon from the beginning.

Each organized tesritory, after 1808, was
given the 18th section of each township
within fis borderss for school Purposecs,
Oregon Terrilory waa the first to be
Fracted not only the Mth, but the 38th
pection,

Boutity Innil warrants, issued for serv-
fees In the Revolutionary War, eoversd
LS MG acres. For services in the War
of 182 they covered 4900000 mcres. Scrip
In lleu of land warrants for military serv-
lee since 192 covers 12 00a00 acres, and
bounty land rrants, under the scts of
I5C, M, 152 and W, cover 61,023,000
Bores,

From 354 1o 156 there were glven away
LOELO0 acres for the comstruction of
cannls: L3000 acres bave been donated
for the construction of military wagon
roads, of which 777.900 acree was for roads
in the Biate of Oregon

Granta to state universitios ARETOLALS
pver LOM0S00 acres. whlle nearly 30 e, ()
tores have been ETRcicd io slates for the
equiproent of colleges, for the culttvation
of agricyltural and mechanical s
and art

About 3200 aores have been granted 1.
the mates as pwamp lands. and nearly 3.
0.0 moves more are clalmed

A total of TEGMAM acres have baen
tranted (a the raliroads of the country
of whick SIS were pranted under Fili-
more, 1547179 under Plerce, T4 M
under Linceln. 3L under Johnson,
and 15301 M under Grant

It iz interesting to contrast with these

woe

|
|

| Bay Company.

l

and sacrifices In thelr emigration, and
have ephanced

lande In the
neighbarhood of thelr settloments, it s
recommended that theral grants he made
to them of such portions of thesse lands
as they may occupy, and that simliar
grants ar righis of pre-emption be made
to all who may emigrate thither within a
limited period to be prescribed by law.™
In his messige of December 5, 1847, and
in a later messape, specially devoted to
the Interests of Oregon, he carnestly re-
néws his recommendations,

Oregon was admitted as a territory An-
gust 14 IMS5 and her territorial bounda-
rirs included not only the Oregon of to-
dasy. but Washington, Idiho and the
western portion of Montana., Prior to
her admission as & territory and under
the operation of treary xtipulntions for
the joint occupation of the country by
the United States and Great Britsin, ex-
tensive settlements had grown up and
the peopie In governing themselves had

adopted land Inws which made occu-
pancy the basis of ownership betwesn
settiers. These laws had provided that
every mile inhabltant of the country

over a rertain age should have 840 acres
of land. The act of Congress establish-
ing the Territory of Oregon declsrad vold
all iaws theretofore passed In the terrl-
tory making grants of land, otherwise
affecting he title of lande, The temper
of Congress, however, In varlous ante-

or
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patented under thess liws |

provisioms and much wiler |

President |

The rotil sumice of
urder the law wes 3715, embreving L361-
of lund The

United States Lucd Office at Oregon City,
show but 2% patents Isaued.

i3 provislons were confined to American

it naturally alienated many of the old
servants of the Hudson's Bay Company

certitics rn losucd  the law, elther Immedizte or remste. As , and Arthur Warner. who were afterward

| Tor many years proprietors of the Plo-

recerds of the | cltarns, either native-borm or naturilizsed, | neer store, conductsd a bakery at Oregin

City: ganeral merchandlse establishments
also wore controlled by the Hudson's Bay

The firsg notification fled by any setiler  and weaksned the hold of thut company | Company, Mr. McKinley, manager, Gov-
| of his Intention 1o takes a clgim under the
| law was that filed on February 18 182 | quickened and strengthened the American ! About the only money In cireulation in

by Joseph M. BMackerby; the sccond was
John Barger, the third B, A, Leonard,

| upon the Gestimles of the coustry. It

'wir‘lz ang it eertainly exeéried no small
influence in  stimulsting Immigration.

| ernor Aberneihy and W. K. Kilboumn.

Ithm days wis “store orders” issued by
the mercantile bouses, and dsed as cure

the fourth E, F. Colty, the fifth Rice | The white population of Oregon in 2850, ufcmcy by the early settlors. Thete were
Dunbar, the father of Judge Dunbar, of | full decade after the advest of the first | usually written orders, although at a
the Washington Supreme Court, and of | missionaries, was only IAMM. Tha Immi- | later date some of them were printed.

Hegister Dunbar, of the United States
Land Office at Vancouver. The sixth no-
tification was that of Wilbum Eing, and
the seventh thit of King Hibbard, to
whom, on January 15, 150, the fArst patent
under the law wus lssued. Prior to the
lssusnces of that paten: po Individual,
since the creation, had owned a fool of
the sall of Oregon. The second patent
was issued to Ralph C. Geer, uncle of
Governor Geer and father of L. B,
Geer, State Land Agent. The innd cov-
ered by these potifications was all In
township 7 south, range 1 west, about
15 miles east of Salem, in the beautiful
reglon known as the Waldo Hills, one

of the richest and most pleturesque sec- |

tions of the Willamette Valley. The fore-
golng list of names ls one familiar to all
the ploneers of Western Oregon and will

THE OREGONIAN OF 1830,

Reproduction In Fac-Simile of
the First Isswe.

On peges 30, 21, 22 and 25 of this
lsne will be found reproduced In fac-
simile the St Weekly Oregonian.
The ocpy is exuct in all particulsrs
The type bas not besn reset, but the
ractographles proctss has been em-
ployed 1o ahow just what The COrege-
nlan was snd hew it looked 50 years
ago. Frum the two storles, “The Trap-
per’’ and *The Fashiopable Church,™
cn the title pase. to the text of the
Indian ©ill om the fourth page, overy-
thing i» exactly s It was on that In-
teresiing oorasion when the first paper
was wilh much cerwinoay pulled from
the press

Htudy asnd perusal of The COregonlan
of 1530 §» pot enly Interesting for its
historical masocintbom. It affords op-
portunity for comparison betwees the
Journalism of that day and this—The
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Weakly Oregonian of 16860 and The
Datly Ovezonian of 19000,

recall the best
the ploneer era

The donation law expired by lUmitation
on December 1, 18825 It long since served
{ts purpose and has now become anclent
Alstory. So far, at least, am the land
titles of the country were concerned it
wias the first effective Instrumentality ap-

and richest traditions of

plled to bring out of the comparative
chaos of the provislonal CAYS & meEm-
blance of order and of stability. While
o Hon. Samue! R. Thurston., our first
| provisional Delegate, must be nxeribed

referring |

much of the credit of securing the [ria -
#iga of the law, even the ploneers them-
selvex were unable to agres as to whom
belonged the credit of 1ts authorship. It
can hardly be sald that it was the cres-
tion of any single man, but !t came as
& development out of the minds of many
mon, and it was the creation., not of a
day, but of a series of years. At tha
request of Governor Abernethy and many
leading cltizens of Oregon, Hon. J. Quing
Thornton, Supreme Judge under the pro-
vislonni government, went to Washington
in the Bpring of 148 to labor with Comn-
gress on behilf of Orégon, and at that
time It I» snid, he prepared a B! em-
bodying the leading provisions of the
donation land law as finally enacted. Mr.
Thomnton also clatmed the credit of se-
curing the Insertion, In the law providing
for the admlssion of Oregon as a terri-

tory, the provision giving us, for owr
schools, not only the ¥th, but the 3th
soctlion of every township, the first law

| of the kind ever enacted:; but this cinim

cedent acts and resolutions relating to |

the Oregon country had Dbeen peetty
thoroughly tested and the conviction was
universal that in any subsequent special
legisiation the liberal ideas of the pro-
visional government In regard to land
gmnts would ind faver and be enacted
intos Iaw, For thiz reasen immigration
was stimulated. and it in Hierally
that the donation law, then in Ulmbo and
without! shape or Yorm, began 1o operate
long before it found & place in the stui-
ules,

Tha donation law, as passed Sepiember
I, 1560, provided for making surve
donations of public lands tn Oregon and
related to two classes of setilers. It
granted 1o the first class of actunl set-
tiers who were such prior to September
1. 156, & donation of 3N acres to a single
man, and of 88 ascres to a married man
and his wife, one-half to the husband
and one-halfl to the wifs In her own
right. The socond clase of wettiers were
tho=. who were or should become settlern
between December L 1566, and Deocember
1. 152, and the date was later extended
to Dwoember 1, 1S5, To the settler of
this class ware granted, If a single man,
30 acres; If & married man B9 acres, of
which one-half went to the husband and
one-hall 1o the wife in her own right
Such discrimination as was made was In
favor of the man who was already In
Oregon at the timas of the passage of tha
law. This lndicates that the leading and
primary purpose of the l&w was not par-
ticulariy the encouragement of fmmigra-
tion, but mther to meet Lthe antecedent
expectation of the ploneers who were al-
ready upon the ground, and iIndcates that
one of the objects of the law may have
been to attach to the American interest
the resident servants of the Hudson's
No disertminartion was
made as betwesn nrtive-born Americans
mnd those who were willlng to take out
eertificates of naturalisation. Under the
original law four years consecutive resi-
dence and cultivation was necessary to
insure & pmtent from the Government.
An amendment to the Isw passed Feb-
HAry W IRR permitted clalmants afier
fwo years' residonce and cultivation to
kecurTe patent on the payment of §1 35
T acre, and subsequent legislation syl
further reduced the time to one Year,

true |

of Mr. Thormmton has been stoutly com-

bated by Mrs
othern

It i= difficuit to estimate the effects of

Frances Fuller Victor and |

| Bration of 182 has been estimatsd st
sbout 30000, It in no way detracts from

tho merit of these earlier bullders of the |

sinte that the hope of securing a half
section of the fertfle soll of the Willam-
cite Valley, mpon which to bulld the
foundations of a life of comfort and in-
dependence, was the motlve which in-
spired many of them to face tha perils
of a six months’ journey across the
trackless wastes of a continent., The
real heroen, after all, are of the practical
| sort who look forward to some substan-
tial reward for facing the dangers and
privations they have the coumage and
perseverancs to mest and owercome. The
legncy of & good name and & herole apirit,
¢von in the absence of material achieve-
ment, Is & magnificent thing to lesve be-
| hind, but the reputation of having sea-
soned your herolam with an admixture
| of common sense and business thrift, is
'8 herftage not to be despised. The Ore-
won ploneer who saw in the donation land
law & good thing wis no less heroic be-
| enuse of his thrift and his presclence.
His ambition to secure, through that law,
220 acrea of Oregon moll marked Him not
as o merely sondld, but as & very pric-
tical man of affairs, while in this way
butllding up his ewn foriunes, he was also

|dntna; his full share in developing this |

great stats and trangmitting to those
who were to follow blessings which they
might not now otherwise enjoy. Every
man owes something to himeelf and his
| immediate dependents. The people who
have a touch of the sordid element In

| their composition are the people who have |
| conquered the worid for civillzation, and |
contributed motre largely than any other

¢insz to the sum total of human com-
fort and human happiness. Herolc sac-
rifice that iz purely of the Iideal sort
makes rich mnaterial for song and story,
but the Oregon ploneer whose practical
cye saw in the broad acres of this new
Bidurado something worthy of his quest,
and whoss spirit never gualled In the
face of perlls that were to be met In
reaching the goal of his ambitions, was
no less a hero because he ressrved to
himself & goodly portion of the reward
instead of devoling it all to posterity.

Few men have conquered greater perils, |

Few men have shown betler courage.

Few are the men whose ultimate motives |

were of & more lofty type. The Orsgon
daonation land Jaw made no heroes, but It
has pliyed no mean part In the develop-
ment of that spirit, both herole and con-
servative, which was so characteristic of
the early ploneers of the state.
| CHARLFS B. MOORES,

i

.

First Oregon Printer. i

”mmm'

W. Carey Johnson, tne ploneer Oregon
Clity lawyar, and probably the oldest per-
ron now lUving who learned the printers
trude In Oregon, distinotly remembers
conditions existing when The Oregonian
firat made !ta appearance. He was only
13 veoars old when he arrived with his
parents at Oregon Clty In 1845, his father,
Rev. Hesskiah Johnson, having orgunized
the first Baptist church in Oregon there
July 4 IM7. During this yeir young
Johneon went Into the Bpectator office
and officlated ma the “devil” while Jearn-
ing the printer'a trade. The discovery of
E0id in California In 188 induced many
Oregon Clty people 1o rush for tha mines,
almost depopulating the plice for a brief
period, as far as the male Inhabitants
woire concerned. Willllam, G. T Vault, the
publisher of the Bpectator, concluded to
discontinue the publication of the paper.
Later Mr, Johnwon worked on the Argus,
founded and published by Dr. W. L.
' Adams. When The Oregonian first made
Its appearance, Major Thomas Charman

.
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The onders Issued by the Hudson's Bay
Company store were considersd most
viluabie, as this establishment carried
| the largest stock of goods and was re-
puted to be on a solld basis, The scrip
| Ineued by this store was called “McKinley
| money,” after the name of the manager.
The lawyers in Oregon Clty at that date
were Anron E. Walt and James G. Kelly,
| who were partners, Milton Elllott and Co-
| lumbus Lancaster,

1
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Framecls W. Petiygrove,

Francls W. Pettygrove. whe was as-
sociated with Lovejoy mnd Overton in
founding the City of Portland, snd who
EATE it iix name was borm in Calabs,
Mr, in IEI2. At the age of 30, he
came (0 Oregon with & stock of goods,
After many J&ifcuities In  peiting
srountd the Horn and up the Columbis
River, be landed his cargo mt Ovegon
Clity, whers (t was dlspesed of at &
prafic He then engaged in the fur
trade, mnd bullt & warshouse at Oregon
City to handle the gratn buiness. He
hecams associnted with A. L. Lovejoy
in Portland, but In 1881, owing to ma-
larial troubles, sold out and went to
the Straita of Fuca and estabiiabed the
City of Port Townsend, where he re-
mained until his dearh, in 1887,

M%Wow

of Washington.
his law smudlies In Walt & Kelly's office In
|1m‘ working sn the outslde four days In
| the week to pay his boand,. He began the
| practice of Iaw in 1558 on his own account,
and Inter formed a partnership with the
late Captain F, O, McCown. Captains P.
H. Hatch and Medorum Crawford car-
| ried on A transfer business around the
| falls, using oxen and hocmes at differsmt
| times to propel the freight between the

- DB BB BB B - BB B BB B BB D B BB DD B Dl

| steamers on the lower and upper rl\'rr,l

Rev, Ezra Fisher was pastor of the Bap- |
| tist Church, Rev. George H. Atkinson of |
| the Congregational Church, while Fathers |

| Blanchet and Acolti kad charge of SL
John's Catholle Church.
—_—

Wane of the Buckwheat,
Pittshurg News.
The practical extinction of the buck-
wheat enke of our fathers must be lald
at the door of the miller. He is accoused

| of mixing with buckwheat flour wheat |

bran and shorts in the Interosts of econo.
| my. For a while the aduiteration was un-
datected, but gradunlly cofsumers began
to complain that the buckwhent cales
don't taste any more ltke they used to In
the good o) days back on the farm, and
people began to stop buving buckwheat
flour. As the demand ¢! off the farmers
ralsed less and less buckwheat., A race
of honest miilers, co-pperating with the
farmers, might ralse the buckwheat cake
to ita former proud poesition.
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AN EARLY OREGONIAN RECEIPT.
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Gardser, & postscript toJ. W. Nesmmith la sdded The explanation
by Mr. Nesmith, actngas agent for The Weekly Oregonian, snd the
hmbﬁﬂ-ﬁumb“mmm*
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Mr. John=on commenced |

:
't Treaties With
How and Why They Were Made by the
United States Commission.

F, (e e oo

people of Oregon Territory In 156

I had o delegate at Washington, and |
da the Indian titie to the soll had

been the ostensible cause of differences
between the missionariea and the natives
east of the Cascades, it was natura! that
the extinguishment of the nstive ttle in
Western Oregon abould recelve early at-

tention. To meet this want, the sixth
publle act af the Jist Congress was:

"An act authotizsing negotistion of |
who was the Mre | repqsies with the
delegate to Congress from the Territory | for

Indian tribes of Orvegon
the extingulshment of thelir claims to |
lands west of the Cascade Mountains, |
and for other purpeses.,” passed, signed
and approved June 5, I§0, and publiahed
in the first copy of The Oregonian Decem-
ber 4 of the same year,

The object of this Bl besides extin-
suishing the Indian claims to the soll of
Western Oregon, and providing for the
appointment of officers to effect thia ob-
Ject, was to locate the tribes treated with
east of the Cuscade range. If found prac-
ticable. This was found Impracticable, be-
cause the hoalthy wild tribes east of the
mountalns would have none of the dis-
sased remgnant of tribes that had been
long dying on the west of the range, and
the Intter dreanded and feared those from
east of the range when they made Sum-
mer excursions into the Willamette Val-
ley.

The commizsion appointed was Anson
Dart, of Wisconsin; A, G. Henry, of I1H-
nols; Ellas Wampole (not located), and
H, H. Spaulding, of Oregon., To these
were added Governor John P, Gaines, A

A. Bkinner and B. 8 Allen. Dr. Dart
knew nothing of Indlans; Mr Henry
nevar came on the ground,

Mr. Wampole was placed over the

tribes of Northeastern Oregon, and was
soon broken for apeculating off the In-
dians.

Mr. Spauiding was allotted aa agent
over the tribes of Bouthern Oregon, In-
cluding the Rogue Rivers and Shasias,

pooias and Molallns were (o be treated
with. But they would sign nothing with-
|0I-I.! seeing J, L. Parrish, He was sent
for, advised them to sign, and they did
sign in behall of those two tribes. They
| gave up MX2 miles on the east side of
| the Willamette River, the north bhound-
ary “being the small creek making Into
the Willamette between Oregon Clity and
the Clackamas. The native contracting
parties were Joseph Hudson, chilef of the
Calapoolas, and Margaret, his wife,
youngest daughter of Costa, chief of the
Molalns. The Indians had »no idex of
mile measurements. They both told the
writer that the Calapooinz claimed the

plaing and the Molallas the siopes of the |

Cascrdes to the summit sastward and to
tha Capalodla Mountains south. They
were (0o recelve 32,000 In cash payments
in 2 annoal instaliments,

The Clackamns tribe was bought out
or £500 annually for 10 wears, one-fifth
cush and the balance In food and eloth-
ing. There were B2 persons, 19 of whom
wers men, or had that semblance,

The Tualatin branch of the Calapoolas
coded 30 miles west of the Willametts

iver. The total number of Calapooias
was found to ba 2N,

A treaty was made with the Coast
tribes, covering the coast line from Che-
| balis, - south of the Columbia, to Yaquina,
reaching Inlind to the mouth of the Cow-
I'Ii:x River, at a cnst of §8 305, to be pald
in 18 yearly Instaliments, Clatsep Polnt,
Woody and Cathlamet Islands, In the Co-
| lumbin, wers mentioned as reservations
In the securing of these ireaties not a
single figure of the natlve race mads it-
self notable In making conditioms, from
the date of the law anthorizing them till
July % 156 when the followers of Chilef
John, of the Rogus Rivers, were cowed
and worn out by & aslx-ysar contest begun
by them as wayside murderers for pur-
poses of robbery, and ending In a des-
pernta race strugsle for possesston of one
of the most benutiful valleys of Oregon.
John was left the one unconquersd man
of his race, making his own conditlons of
submission,

Gn the side of the white race, General
Joseph Lane fally justified his appolnt-
ment a5 first Governor of Oregon under
the United Btates dominion. There are
few brighter spots in the history of our
dealings with the Iodians than Lane's
courage and watchful wisdom in holding
the head chief of the Rogue Rivers as
hostage. That and the conduct of the
brave wife, who came alone and sollcited
the favor of belng with her husband while
he was held prisoner, ought to receive the
attention of both poets and painters that
Oregon will produce.

True, the Table Rock treaty harsly kept
the peace during a year, The elements of
the conteat, when It became one between
the races, wers so divided by native bands
and factions on the one =lde, and between
volunteers and reguinrs on the other, that
the duration of the struggle ls not sur-
prising. It® results are summed up in
6.000,000 acres ceded to the United States at
& cost of about 3 cemty per dcre, and 4000
natives put upon reservations and guarded
and protected by the Government. In
constructing this brief chronlele of race
strifes and changes, the writer haw de-
pended largely on Bancroft's greatl col-
léction of annils and notes. To ome of
the Iatler an opposing view Is submittsd.
Note ¥, on page £12 of Bancroft's “Ore-
gon,” volume II, concludes: “Out of an
appropriation of 150,00, If the Indians re-

nate.”

The efficlent work of securing these
tréaties was done by Oregunians. A AL
Bkinner superseded Dr. Dart as Commis-
woner; Joel Palmer succeaded Bkinner,
Of agenis, H. H. Spaulding, being utter-
Iy mispiaced over the Bouthern Oregon
Indians, may have drawn pay without
service: but no one ever doubted his hon-
esty. *J. L. Parrish was the most serv-
lceable man In the fleld in tha work of
geiting the Indisns to treat, Hls ac-
ecepled necounts came within §1 of a bal-
ance., No one in Oregon ever doubled the
probity of Judge Skinner, General Palmer
or J. W. Nesmith. A note following the
above says: “A SBpecial Commissioner, O,
H. Mol,, was sen! to sxamine the ac-
counts, who could find nothing wrong,
and they were allowed and paid (n 158"

Mr. Bancroft’s note strengthened the
arbitrary action of the Third Auditor of
the United Btates Treasiiry in  seallng
down the clalms of the Oregon and Wash-
Ington voluntecrs and robbing those sol-
diers and people oot of two-fifths of what
was found due by & Congressional com-
mittes, and s yet fustly dus. It sup-
ported General Woud's™ malevolent
course against thess voluntsers, who were
starving amid the thickets and steeps of
Lower Rogups River. Coquille and other
streams in the southwest corner of Ore-

| 500, on & pubiic promise of § & day, when |

| that time.

celved $50,000 or §100.600, they were fortu- |

Indians
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the writer of this could and did get ail the
labor ho wanted at $& per day In Califor
nis, and from that sum o £ for commeon
labor prevalled all along the coast at
It was, of course, much more
In the minss, even at Yreka and Jackson
mining districts, where miners detalled
parts of thelr separate gcamps to chase
and run down the separate bands of wild,

| murderous robbers,

In using these wonds ax deacriptive of
the Rogue Shastas—one tride was divided
into elina by faumily contentlons and
mountalna—Iit is without bitterness,
Wilhin two years prior to the beginning
| of this contest Detween natives and min-
ers the writer saw the hunters’' paradise
ef Upper Rogue River. He maw banded
| antelopes Iying on the swalls af land op-
posite where the. Clty of Ashland now s,

| ke flocks of pesceful sheep, He saw
the watchful nutive runner, seemingly
naked, start to ecarry the news of our

parties’ presence frem vilage o village
In advanes of us, He saw them closing
In on the trall we made Into the snows
of the Slakiyous, where, according to the
estimate of our leader, Jesse Applegate,
| ey wouid slaughicr every one of us for
the propérty one of us carried, If we gave
them the chance. When they were sur-
prised by us, three-fourtha of them were
clad in deerskins, with e hair yet onc
That they fought for thelr native vallers
according to thelr Rnowledge s no dis=
sTace to them JOHN MINTO.
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{ Pulling the First Paper :;
‘Q—WW

W. W. Baker, a weli-known Portiand
eltigen and ploneer, was present in The
| Oregonian office when the first paper was
lifted from the press,

"It was 4 most Interesting ceremony,"
| anys 3r. Buker, “amd I am proud to pre-

| who feared nelther God nor devil nor | member that | took a prominent part iny
man they could steal from or kill It. There was a considernble crowl pres-

The first effort of Pr. Dart was at |-n'. in the ¢Mee, attracried by the news
Champoes, In Marfon County. The Cala- |m1: the long-expected long-desirad

paper was about fo lssus from the press
Mr. Dryer wins there, and Stephen Ccffin,
and W, W, Chapman, and others, among
whomm I remember only young Henry
Hill. When the forms had been placed
on the press, and the lever pulled, and
‘:hc impression made, Coffin, Chapman,
Dryer and myself took our assigned
positions. one at esch corner. and with
solemnity joined In lifting the
from the press. There wers other
doingw of & more or less formal nalure
Another incident worth recalling in con=
nection with The Oregoninn s the fact
that a few years jater [ bought from

Dryer the iot at the corner of First and
Morrison, then occupled by The Orego-
nlan. The bullding was off from the cor-
ner. It was agreed that I should bhulld

a two-story frame bulifing on the cor-
ner, and that The Oregonian office should
be upstairs, while W. W. Baker & Co
| had & stors below. The former quarters
of tha paper were occupled by us as &
storeroom

17, 158, and [ at ooce enguged In the
buainsss of teaming 1 met Dryer and he
ensuged me haul his materinl and
outfit for the new paper from the river
Ianding to the originil office on the cor-
| ner. This I afterwards $4."

| Mr. Baker says that when he came to
Portland there was just one white-paint-
&d bullding in the town. There ware no
sidewalks, and the streets were full of
stumps,

to
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} Stumps on First Street E
-
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T. B. Troveit. a prominent eltlzen of
Portland, = another plonesr whose ar-
rival hers antedates the first appearance
|of The Dregoniin. “I came 1o Portland
first July 8, 15850, says Mr. Trevett, “with
| the Massachusstts, of the United States
N I was captaln’s cleriy, 1 had come
around the Horn the year before to Calle
fornia. and I was the first purser of the
first stexmboat on the Sacramento River,
the Mint. But I coly made a angle trip.
I was taken with n protracied fever, and
I finally went to the Bandwich Islands,
While I was there the Massachusetts
called, and I was made ecapiain's clerk
aboard her. Then she came to Portland.
When we were lying In the river the offi-
ceETE NeTe invited to the wedding of young
Cyrun A, Reed to the daughter of Stephen
Coffin. We wint, and we had a very good
tirre. The Massachusetts then made &
| northern cruise with the United States
Commisslon she had sboard. T went withy
ber avd left her at San Feancisco. T re-
tarned to Fortiand July 12, 1551, and mada

It mr réimanent home. [ came in tha
steamuer Columbia, with a number of
| other pansengers, among them Judge

Nelson, of the territorial Suprems Court;
Benjamin Btark and Mrs. Dryer aad hes
| daughter. Mary, afterwand Mrs Ogden,
The cibin pawsage was thén §100. Tha
| towr: was somewkat rough In thuss days,
T romembear thut I got up on *>p of &
| tower somewhere and counted 134 shingle
| reofs. There were stumps on Flrac 2'reet,
| and everywhere there wers (he rough
| evidencer of ploreer life. Yes, I remem-
ber Lhe sariy dnys of The Oregonian, It
| way o Whig paper, and I was a Whig,
und I did my shars to keep it going.™

How Varlous Monarehs Sleep.

If one s o belleve in the accuracy of
a paragraph going the rounds of the vari-
ous German papers, some 8f the crowned
heads lie very uneasy, at least at night,

Willlam of Germany Insists on sleaping
on A narrow camp bed, the rigors of
which system are somewhat mitigated by
sheets of the (inest linen and sllk coun-
terpanss, of which ke Is very fond. He
goas to bed regularly at 11 and rises st £,
He is terrfbly agitated during his sleep.

Laopold of Belgium goes to bed wery
late, He makes it o rule never o work
in the day time and consequently has
to go through all lefters and documents
at night. He I8 5 very cold sleeper, and
even in Summer nights his bed is made
up of o heap of feather-beds and feather
counterpanes, In  which ha completely
buries himself.

Humbert of Italy bad a hard bed, coarse
sheets agd no plillows He slept—and
mored—for elght hours at a sireteh,

The Crar of ail the Russias dreads
night and darkness. His bedroom Is al-
ways lighted with electrie lHghts, nearcely
sabdued bWy white silk shades. He fre-
quently has 1o use gome mild alesping
powder, and has the greatest dificulty
in getting up, which be does as late aw
possible.

Abdul Hamid sizeps on a couch of silic
and gold. and as peacefully as a. child,

Felix Faure, President of the French
Reopublie, had a aplendid modern bed and
elderdown quilie. He had frequent night-
maras. When he did not sleep weil be
ssed to ring the hell in the middle of the
nlght and arder the sheels 10 be changed
| 8t cnoa,

e

“I had arrrived in Portland Beptember .
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