Commerce in Its Infancy

The Large Part River and Ocean Traffic
Has Played in Portland's Growth.

HE maritims interests of Portland |
have aver been the greatsst factor
in bher commercin! grediness. In

Jocating the eclty on tbe banks of the Wii-
lametts, its founders gave
wamtages for trade distribution thnt
crue Lo any Inland clty which springs
up In the heart of & prosperous
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gErrn This, together w the mpidly
increasing business due to the influx of
seottlers from the East and from the
waning gold excitement in California, left
pient of work for the small coasting

barks, brigs and schooners
biz bar was at Its worst in those days
from the rare old which
between the Willamette port and
Francisco, it ls apparent ship-
owners Hd not believe in seading good
vemstls here. The bip fleet of clipper
chips which were built In 188 and 180
to bring goldseekers to the coast re-
malined in the round-the-Horn traffic for
many years, and made Ban Francisco
the base of suppliss for the entire Pa-
cific Coast, freight for Portland being
transshipped at that port, and the coast-
ers which brought It Portinnd carried
Oregon produce for the Eastern markets
by the same route
Ouiside ports along
Washington coast began to atttact at-
teation from the enterprising Oregonians
in IS51. and the ricop Killumook was bulit
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At Astoria and made reguiar trips to
Tillamook and Bhosalwater Bay, thus
adding to Portian®'s ficld for trade. The

steamship Bea 1 was
between Portland and Sanm Francisco In
1851, and called both wars st Port Orford,
Trinidad and Humbaoldt, all of these ports
taling a certaln amount of produce and
merchandise from Portland.

The maritime commerce of Partland and
Oregon s the keystone from which her
commercial greatnsss has builded. Fifty
years ago It was & matter of a few
thousand dollars a year. Now the value
of the products carried on ocean vesseis
hetween Portland and the sea Is $90-
Mo a year. The d&imingtive sallers
Franels and Louise, J. R Whiting, Busan

on the route

sivers, and wheal, ouats, beans, Dbotter, | Abigal George snd Mertha end similse
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between Portiand and San
and, connecting st the latter
liners, brought
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which move unhin-
than the craft of i@ years ago could carry
in a domen trips The mver has done
much for Portland, and Portland has not

been dereliot In her duty to the river.
The channel to Astoria 18 in such shape
tl S-foot ships go mnrough without

ilng and wit it and by an-

other year the Government will have the
improvements at the mouth of the river
in such shape that there will be no more
delay below Astoria than ex-
perienced above that point.
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$ Barnhart Was There. }
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Among those who were present when
the firs! numbdber of The Oregonian was
taken from -the press was Major W. H.
Barnhart, who arrived here in the Fall
IM5, nnd Ir now a rexident of this
city, and, so far as he knows, with Amon
N. King and Mrx Stephen Coffin, s
the only persom now living here who
was here In 1845 Mr. Barnhart's name
did not appear In t first copy of The
Oregonlan, but he was at that time
bookkesper for Norris & Co., one of the
ndvertising firms. Early In the year 158
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BTORIA, Or., Nov. 2-In riather tedlous. An Englishman by the

to your request for some name of John Tho s was the owner of |
lscences of the early h ¥y € " 4 hall boat, and for
Orogon, and especially of the first naviga- | the rate sum of $5 would bring a
tion of ita givers, I do not knew 1 oa wr {rom Portland 10 Uregon Clty,
can give you much more of a detalled & company crossing Lthe plaing |

mcopunt than you will find In the “Marine
History."

When I first eame th Oregon, with the
Mounted Riflc Regiment, under command
of Colonel Loring, arriving n Oregon
City October 12, 158, the regiment
obliged to make Jts Winter quarters there,
as no provision had been made at Van-
couver for tham. Oregon Clty at that
time was quite a busy place, and num-

was

| bered some very pleasant, soclable people,

and, inasmuch as many of the officers
bhrought thelr famiHes with them, and
we hnd also an excellent regimental band,
alMtogether 1t made a gay and lvely town.
The only means of transportation was

Norris & Co. went out of business, and | by horseback, or by water in canoes or |
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: Om Christmas day, 1550, the stesmer Lot Whitcomb was | hed at MU je, amid a great joliffication. She was

. mamed in honor of the founder of the town, and was commanded by Captaln Willlam & Hanseome W. H. H. Hail, pllos,
Jacoh Kamm, enginesr, She was 160 feet long. 34 feet boam § fést § inches depth of Bold Captain J. C. Alne h afterward
succended to the command. She was it put on the Astoria routs, and lxier ran on the lower river sitogether. In 1854 she was

-

taken to Califcraia

the position of sutler, was 4 man
» niine of James Frost, an energetic,

utive, able-bodied man, who, with |

er, becuame Interested In & saw-

m jown the Ceolumbla, near Clifton,
known as the Hunt mill. Frequent tedi-

cus trips awakened him to the fact that
something better was requlired in the way
of navigation, and he enlisted the ald of
some residents of Astoria, among them
General Adalr, Sam Goodwin and othera,
They decid bullding a =mall side-
whea] amer. Witk the assizstanes of
Tom Smith, an sngineer and foundryman
{ Oregon City, the boat was buflt, ma-
chinery placed and ready for her malden
trip, In command of Captain Jim Frost,
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Mr. Barphart went into business 1mmo-: small salibosats Between Oregon Cky ! in the sarly part of July, 1880, The name
diately after, and Shubrick Norris was | and Portland and Vancouver the travel | given was the Little Columbla. The boat
bookkeeper for him during the time he | was geperally om Dborseback, through | was small, and not at all a harbor of com-
[huvy timber, and wagon roads were | fort for passengers, having no sleeplng

remained here. So far as he knows, Mr.
Barnhart is the only person now Nving

hers who was in business here In the |

Winter of 180-1, and even the firm names | pleasant wesather, by rowboat or canoe, | modes of travel between Portland and
have disappesred. For about balf the | was very sasp and exciiing, shooting | Astoria, was a great Improvement, and
time mince Mr. Barnhart's arrival here in | through the raplds at the mouth of the | the modest fare of $35 was willlngly pald

hardly known

Aﬁpmmmmwla}mm but, compared with the former

1848 he has been a resident of Portland,  Clackamss and the numerous whirls and

snd the other & years be has resided in
various parts of the siate

eddles below; but coming back, unless
fayored by & good up-rives wind, it was

l

accommuodations, and pol much sitting-

I remember presenting & bill to Dr. Wii-
cox, of Portland, for three trips between

| steamboatman by the

routs, for 3. The rate of spead depended
very much on the assistance of wind and
tide. A coupls of young Indlans who bad
considerable knowledge of the river were

a sandbar retarded the passage,

1 unaer :i\'t'i\l".\bif circumsiancess on

the up trip would take from IS to 3 bours.

After Froat I took charge of the boat

for a time. and later a young Mlasissippl

pame of Makay
was in command.

After the Little Columbis came
Whitcomb, & fine steamer, bulit ac
waukis, and named after an old resident
of that burg. With Captatn J. C. Alns
worth in command, and Jacob Kamm as
enginesr, she was ably handied From
thiz on, steamers Increased and multipiied
rapidly, both on tha Columbia and Wil-

the Lot

lamette Rivers, above and below the falls |

at Oregon City. I cannot snumerate the
names and datea of the coming out of
the various crafts, as I left Oregon In

182 #nd was absent for a number of
years befors coming back to resume
steamboating In the employ of the old

O B N, Co.

If not too wordy for your columns I
might mention one or two ltile eplsodes,
rather amusing, in which the littie steam-
er bore A part. One of tnese Introduces
the nmme of Amory Holbrook, at that
time the Attorney-General of Oregon, and
one of the most Inveterate practical jok-
ers in the country. He had no mercy or
scruples in earrying out his jokes to the
bitter end when he once started In, as I
knew to my sorrow afterwands, when
practiced on myself. At Vancouver re-
sided Govermor Ogden, In charge of the
Hudson's Bay Company bu=miness st that
plase. Like Dr. McLoughlin, Oregnn
City, he was a noble, kind-hearied man,
Hils daughter was the wife of a Mr. Me-
Kinley, In charge of the Hudson's Bay
Company stors at Oregon Clity, and their
homs was on the biuff above ths city.
One night Governor Ogden recelved word
that hizs daughter, Mrs. McKinley, was
very ill, and required ltis presence as soon
as possible. The Governor mountied his
horse, and, accompanied by his Indlan
servant, made his way a» rapidiy as pos-
sible by Indian trall, through the timber
and darkness to Orvegon City, cilmbed the
hiuff and knocked at ths door of the Mo-
Kinley home. In answer to his inquiry
he was told that Mrs. McKinley was In
perfect health, and asiesp. The Governor
sald nothing, but remained overnight,

of

who couid not disguise his satisfaction,
surmised at once whers the summons lad
come from. The Governor made no com-
plaint, but bided his time.

Some short time after, on arrival of the
steamer from Ban Franciseo, malls belng
brought up from Astoria, Holbrook re-
celved Important documents calling him
at once to San Franeclsco on legal busi-
ness. The little steamer Columbia, of
which I had charge at the time carried
the malls and passengers from Portland
to Astoria, calllng at Vancouver ca the
way for malls, While lyiog at Vancou-
ver, some few passengers, among them
Holbrook, went up (o pay thelr respects
to Governor Ogden. Holbrook mentioned
to Govérnor Ogden that he was on his
way to San Francleco cn some Important
business. While his guests were belng
entertained in the most friendly manner,
the Govarnor stepped from the room, told
his servant to go down to the boat, pre-

say that Mr. Holbrook requested him to
give his wvalise to the servant to take up
t> Governor Ogden’s residence for the
purpose of getting some papers from @t
The valise was handed up at once and

Portiand and Astoria, and meals en |

| carzied to- the Governor's residence, In

yed as pllots, but an occasional lay- |

Mik- |

apd in the morning, meeting Holbrook, |

sent his compliments to the steward and |

| dus time the passsngers returnsd to the
ateamer, all feeling pretty jolly after ths

Governor's generous donations, and, all

being ready, the steamer procesded on

her way to Astoria. Omn arrival there,
passengers for San Francisco preparsd
to go aboard the ocean stsamer at once,
as she was ready to go out on arrival
of the malis. Holbrook could not find his
valise, and great excitement was in order,

When the stewsrd was questioned he re-

plied at once that {t had been delivered

to Governor Ogiden's servant, on request
of the Guvernor, and had not besm re-
| turned.

That settled the matter. Holbreok saw
that he had been paid In his own oolm,
He returned to Portland by the littie
steamer the next day, a saddsr and wisep
man, and waited one month Jor the naxt
steamer to arrive from Ban Francisoo.
| At another timp my sympathiss were

with a young couple en routs from Vane

couver to Astoria. After the regimanl
had removed to Vancouver, many social
| gatherings were gotten up, and st one
of these, given by the wife and daughters
of Captaln Liswellyn Jones, a young and
very pretty young lady from Astoria was
ona of the invited guests, She was much

Admired by the young officers, and eape-
cially so by ons who, when he was ready
to return home, obtained leave of absence

for a few days in order to sccompany
har down the river. They could have but

littla privacy, inasmuch as the small
after-cabin could boast of but two board
seits, ons running on sach sida of the
dining table, and terminating to & point
at the extrema end. Everything went
smoothly along till we reached Woody

Izsland, about 16 miles from Astoria. Here

| we met a strong wind and a flood tide.
The lttle boat had not the power and
strength to fight the two, and we were
obliged to come to anchor. The pitche-
ing and molling wers fearful, and my
two young passengers wers soon in the
agonles of seasickness and wars helpless,
I placed them in as comfortabls a posi-
tion as I possibly could, with thelr heads
close together, at the and of the cabin,
put & bucket between them for joint ume,
and hung a blanket across by their feet
to shut them from view., Aa the wind
and sea subsided, we journeyed on, and
eventually reached our journey's end It
was & touching position, and I used some-
times to remind the young Iady of It but
she did nol remember It as an amusing
episode, DAN O'NEILL.

Christmas in 18350,

The Ints John Wilson, than whom ne
man was ever remembered with more
| affection, onca told how he had endeav-
ored to gEive two lttls girls a happo
Christmas in 185

“Those old days!" remarked Mr. WII-
son. “Did we bave any Christmas then?
Not much of & ons. I was boarding with
a family where thera wers two little
girls. I thought a great deal of them,
and about Christmas time I thought I
would buy them some candy. Thers was
no candy In the settlement, as [ found

to my regrel Finally, a man tnid
me he thought there was s saloon-
keeper who Nkad some candy In his

pice. I looked him up. He had four
candy jars In which candy had been
kept, but they had been empty for
montha However, In the bottom of each
thers was an accumulstion of candy
dust and broken bits. Would he sell the
remalas (n the bottom of those jars?
| There was not more than an ounce In
edch jur. Yes, be would sell them,

" ‘How much?

* 'Five dollarm’

“I got the candy—it was bettes Uan
mothing. "™ 2




