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Printing the Paper

From the Old Ramage Press to Lightning-
Speed Hoe —Fifty Years of Progress

*
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unexceptionable except upon the point of

ROM the old Ramage hand press, | ments in the printing press, and is =till
on which two men could print

perhaps 100 four-puge papers An
hour, without folding. to the mod-
ern Hoe, that will turn off MO0
13-page papers each hour, all pasted
folded and counted, s a long ad-
vance in newspaper printing, but it has

This press will priot M 000 4,
| 8-, &, ¥ or 12-page papers, or hall =s
| many M-, ¥ or J-page papers an hour,
but The Oregonlan demands & machine of
ETeater capacily.

The machine that is to be installed the

been taken by The Oregonlan in fts first | coming Spring. a4 Hoe quadruple news-

| that department of the paper has steadily
|grow-n and now occupies an Important
| place In the economy of the institution.
Even in tha 10 years rhere has been con-
siderable development in the fleld of
newspaper art. Much of this is puraly
machanical; that is, the improvemsnt In
mechanical agencies bas made it posal-

je 1o pot creditabie Hlustrations in the |

UCWADAPETE. Ten years ago nobody

thought of making half-tone pictures for |

printing in newspapers. much less papers

| printed on rapid presses with the grade |

of Ink mecessarily used there. Now It 1s
commen. Coarse screens, deep etching,
careful stereotyping and skilifal press-
work are reguired after the artist has
done his best In making the drawing.
With line pictures, pen and Ink draw-
ings, which were the first form of mod-
ern newspaper [Mustration, ths chances
for failure after leaving the artist's hand

was no telegraphiec connection with the

| outride world, and the only ocutside news

cbtained was by steamer from San Fran-
cisco. When s wire was at last extended
to Portland, news came through In brief
form and had to be largely rewritten.
“Thera were 0 typewriters In those days
and compositors had to struggie with
handwriting that was frequestly trying.
Now the full Associated Press report
comes by aspecial leassed wire dMrect to
the aoditorial rooms of the paper. all
typewritten and with scarcely a word
or punciuation mark missing. In addi-
tion to this, special dispatches come by
both tslegraph lines—Western Union and
Posta!—and they are always typewritten.
In the local department also most of
the “copy'’ now turned In ia typawritten
The talephone, and even the bicycls, have |
grown lo be important agencies for get-
ting the news, nelther of which were

| for casting & plate that will fit the press |

cylinder, with the type surface outward |
The plates for all the pages of the paper
are thur made on the ninth floor of The |
Oregonfan building. and then lowered by
a special slevator to the pressroom In
the basement, clamped on the press In a
moment, and then the big machine is set
bumming, and perfect newspapers, foided
and counted, aredelivered at the end of the
press st the rite of 40 & mionute A lurgs
truck takes ths papers to ths mailing-
room, where they are addresssd by ma-
chines and are wrapped and put in mail
sacks to be hustied to the postoffice or
early train. Aftsr the early malls are
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Half a Century Ago

Henry Hill's Reminiscences About
Pioneer Printers— Carriers’ Addresses

|
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LTHOUGH muck has been sald

and written by eariy “historians”
and “plonesr™ paragraphers as re-

| supplied. csrriers go out with papers for | gards tha early days of Oregon and The

the city subscribers, and fniah their de- ‘ Oregonian, some for a desire of appear-
liveries before breakfast. Rapldity marks | ingy In print others with ths laudable

every ostage of the work, and the result
is that the dotalls of the battle that took
place yesterday on the other side of the

purpose of kseping the past as near the
present a3 early chronicling of events
will permit it may not become amiss'

I

forms for the Inside made up, locked up
and put to press. It was Friday night,
December L Many of the leading men

of the village bad been Invited by Mr,

Dryer to be present at the christening,

and the room was filled. 1 remember
bow proudiy I fllled the positton of roller
boy on that occaslon, and the modus op-
erandl of getting the firat !mpression A

the guests, they being Ignorant of the

!
M
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half century. Indeed, this modem fast
press was ins 1 befete the paper was
42 years old, and it is now outgrown and

new presses have been ordered to take
Int, pasis,

its place. One of these will prl
fold and couw 16-pige papers an
hyar, and it 1k lisd for opera-
tlon next April The other will turn off
#.00 12-page papers an hour, and 4t will

e Ine

be.sut In operation somewi ialer
The Ramage § s om which the Arst

<copy of The Oregonian was printed was
soon outgrown. It was taken o Olym-

pia, where the first papef In the ritory
of Washington, the Ploncer, was printed
upon It A Wastington hand press
which wms regarded an very modern for
this couniry, took its place The Ore-
gominn office 4] had a
capacity about d that of the Hamage
1 displaced it served unili 1582 when
it wami 1o prini the Grst paper in Idabo,
ol the firm of the aseries of Hee
presses that_have zince printed The Ose-
Fonlan wes installed

¢ old drum-cylinder Hoe was the
Meam-power presa north of San
Francisco, though steam power wos not
applled 1o It until It had been printing

The Oregonian mbout wo years An
enormous amount of presswork was done
on this machine, which was the only
avallable presa for the job work and the
papars printed In Portiand for several
years. The smale prin

g wan done on f:
when Mr. FPlttock was state printer
“Fatents® or ready prints for the

gpapoers of the Northwest were L

from The Orcgon press In th yaira
In 1686 the Herald was established and
it brought an oid Rallway preas, but that

was nevir used for any other purpose
than to print the Herald The
nlan press had a bed MNMxi2 inch
could print 100 sheets an

ur For
years !t was worked to Its full eapacity
J4110 18 hours every day

About the year 1884 the Bucliley folding

machine was in Vermont
and belore L A year aold
one of the new folders waz: at work In

The Oregunian shop, years before a news
paper lolder wns used In San Francleco
This was a great strike for The Orego-
man, for It soon had strong competitien
in this feld The Dully 1 A cO-
operative conce for a time thres

the supremacy of The Oregonlan, b

cbiltty of The Uregonian to gel its editlon
out In sdvance of itz compeiitor proved

of great value ar other paper fell
behind In the struggle. There were carly
malls to catch in those days, and The
Oreggonian, by 7 3 of itz ruperior f{a-
cillties, waz always In time for the malis,
while the others were freguently left
This folder was an important agent In
the sucoess of the paper then

One of Hoe's largest single small-cyin-
der two-revolotion presses wes added to
The Oregoniup’s faciiicy in
1571. This machine g¢d shests ©xi
inches at the rate of 13 an hour. The
paper wan “‘worked an urped’ ; that s
it had to be mn ugh the proms
twice befors a cOm t DAl WRS Pro-
duced, at the iatier impression two
papers were urned out Both
these presses were soon crowded with

work, nt in 1550 a Hoe double-crlinder
mammolh press, the largest piess made
to feed by hand was put . In ocrder to
make réeom for this machine the old
#*um cylinder was sold and It went to

Hillsboro, where !t Is still deing good
wark for the Independent. The new Hoe
printed 3% papers an hour, and it ema-
Med The Oregontan o make & great

ptrdde forwa: leza than four yesrs,
however, ii= was reached and In
B it was oded by 2 Boe webd
Potary press wiich printsd from type
piaced on “turtirs” making & s'gmrat of
the cylinder. This was the firm: web. or

continuogs ahee!
porth af San Fr
on this press
when the firet = f dry in the
Northwest wus ed in The Orego-
nian shop and the “turtles” were ad-
Justed to take the sterectype plates in-
stead of the Iype Torma. When this press
came Into wee. the ol separnte folder
was lald asigde. the new machine being
complete with folder attachmen! and ca-
pable of turaing off 12080 papers an hour.
The doutile-cylinder press was maken 1o
Senttle, where it printed the Post-Intel-
ligencer until s destruction in the big
fire of 1885

ling press Instaled
Type was used
i year I8

-

The next press to serve The Oregonlan |

* the ome that is still printing the
paper. & Hoe double-supplément perfect-

:n that was talled in December, |
It the latest Wpl‘r)uaummndﬂ-d o ity staff, and | appeared Io 188 For many years thers |ls baked bard, and this serves ns a mold | past half century been more marked.

.

This machine delivers papers faldad,
f-page gagery per hour: 12,000 29- or M-page papers per Bour

paper porfecting press,
urning off twice
hour = the present mach
pages, and it will print
papers as the present proas will of p

dellvery Is a Hoe sext

45,000 up to 13 pages,

nting in colars
driven by slest

to Mergenthaler

Bulf centuries men et

nd a machine will do the

compoming-1oom
tandard always
that invoilved Httle except adding to
lino- )
G kg

—he

typ machines were m

composing-roam

display adveriise
Various type faces
changes may be mads at

capablas |
A IMANY pApErs DoT
» up to elght
age
ors
ted for Iater
WEDLADer per-
per
aach,
f 1§ pagesa, and
from
» same
for
the new presses

e
by direct

Oregonian
| will have unsurpassed facilities for turn-
| Ing out & modern newspaper,

From OGutenberg
basia of the printng

the
prac-

a

by
clut'on
the
a new

An
wo k
Oro-

in

roost mod-
ANy Years
the

en-
with them
hoading and
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THE OREGONIAN'S NEW QUADRUPLE PERFECTING HOE PRESS.
counted and pasied It has o russing speed of (5000 ¢-. 6 or S-page papers por hour; 24,000 10-, 13-, 14 or
in The (wegonlan pressroem In the Soring of 901

THE OREGONIAN'S NEW THREE-ROLL SEXTUFPLE PERFECTING HOE PRESS.

This machine prints and dellvers foldsd 72,000 S-page papers per hour:
26,000 14, 30- or J4-page papers per bour.
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COMPOSITOR AT MIS CASE.

Batting tyye by hand has Dot superseded Im the modern compeaing-reom by
machines. The old-time comp-siter, shoews in e above (lustration, has gives

way before the advance of Improved machinery.

change from hand ecomposition
chinea is the onily material one that has
come to the art of typesstting since The
Oregonian first appeared, and this pap-r
wea among the eariler ones
vantage of the Improvement
Oregonian made
maintain an art depariment

to ma-

to take ad-

io

er to print
years ago

are comparstively few This form of

fliustrating is by no me ETOwnh.
Haif-tune piciures have T
seded line drawings, however In casen

where good photcgraphie copy can be ob-

talned

The factlities for tracemitilng oews and
preparing "copy”™ have greatly Improved
since the firnst sumber of The Or:gomian
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THE OREGONIAN'S FIRST PRESS.

Iz 1850 The Oregonlan was prinied on o Hamage press, capable of pristing about 100 papers per bour. The primitive style
of the machine s showa iz the above [llustration

dreamt of when the first number of The
Oregonian was lssued,

The mechanical agencles for celiscting
and distributing the newa have been =o
wonderfully perfected In the half century
The Oregonian has besn published that 1t
i= a mutter of minutes now wheare it for-
merly was 4 matter of weeks A battle
takes piace In Afrfes or China and the
news comes ticking into the newspaper
office, Is writlen out on =& typewriter,
goes through the hands of the telegraph
editor, who sees that !t resds straight
writes & heading and sends It to the com-
posing-rooom. The foreman cuts the ao-

|
z
|

C., H. Hill, Early Oregonlan “Devil™
and Compositor.
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count into “takes” of comvenlent length | ;

and numbérs them. and compositors mhl

take n “mke™ and ssl the ma

ter at the

machines. A galley boy tikes proofs of |
| the matter, and these go o the proof-

readers, who mark any errors that may

| hkave been made in setfting. The proofs

thén go to the men who »at the matter,
and they set correcied lines., which are
then put In place of the faulty ones !
Then the matler goes 1o the Imposing
stone, where the forms, or pages, are
made up, and the battle news, belng im-
portant, I put on Lhe first page with a
big heading ever It. In the meantime an
artle: has drawn a portrait of the leading
General or map of the battie-field, and It
takes its place in the page When the
page is filled, It goes on & truck to the
merentyping-room, whete an Impression
ef 1t is taken in molet papler-mache, that

t
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48,000 30- or 13-page pADATS per hour; 50,000 18-page papers per hour: on
It will be [stalled in The CUregotlan pressvoom sfter the new gquadruple perfecting Fos press I in postiion,
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for ms to try my hand in giving to your
readers the trinls and tribuiations of the |

first "Jevll™ that wielded the broom, the
“Briar” and the "roller" at the advent

of The Oregonian, December 4, 1350

It Is somewhat of & task to think back

in detall for a period of 50 years, and my
data may not be up to chremometer cor-

rectness; yet I will endeavor to note

down eovents that may come to my mind

connected with my career and appren-
ticeship on Ths Oregonlan, and the con-
tinuances of many years' service up to
the advent of ths Hnotype, aa carrier,

“devi]” and compositor.

Fifty years ago! How well I remamber
being ushered Into the august presence

of the foremman, Mr. Berry, by Mr. Dryer,

the ofilor and proprietor. In his gruff
but good-natured way he romarioed:
“Hare, Mr Berry, Is & boy for you
Put him to work. I think he will AN
ths bill and maka a first-rate ‘devil.” ™
1 was pomewhat astonished at the re-

mark as to the “devil” part, but 1t was |

rol long before 1 found out its meaning
In itz fullest Import. Thiz Deing my first
Job om my own hook, T felt somewhat

tmportant. My firat “official” act was the |

acceptance of a new broom, and by the
foreman waa given the Injunction to
sweop clean This task being finished, I
was taken into a small room in the rear
of the composing-room and introduced to

A large copper kettle, known by the |

pressman as the “composition kettle™
with an order from my worthy bosa to
extract the glucose substance from the
inner lining of sald receptncie. I went
to work with a will, and after about 10
houry’ scraping and polishing handed my
work over as finished in good shape. I
was then promotad to washing rollers,
mixing ink, otc., winding up my imitia-

i'
-»

in The Oregonian office.

THE MODERN TYPESETTING MACHINE.

One man can om 8 Mergenthaler lInstype. pesform the labor of five somponi-
tors by the oid hand process. Tetiof thess machines are running day asd night
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globe are walting for us at our door when
we rise this morning, While cpe set of
men was getting the telegraphic news
inte the paper, another set was attend-
Ing to local news, and another set to ad-
vertisements, and so on with all the de-
peartments and elements of the news-
paper. Perhaps in no other lUne of hu-
mun endeavor has the progress of the

L}
| tory services by being sent to a first-class |

hotel near by after & ‘bucket of edi-

at the northwes corner of Front and
Morrison streete

It was there that The Oregonisn was |

born, and moet vividly do I call to mind
what a time was Indulged ir at the birth,

| The outsids had been printed, and the

nama to be given ¢o the first puper pub-
ished in Portland A shest was carefully
Istd upon the form, the forsman taking
the impression, whan the guests each took
hald of the paper by the odge abd care
fully Iifted it from the types At thiw
juncture Mr. Dryer proclaimed the name,
“The Oregonian™ amid cheers and con-

| sratulations. Thoss participating, as 1 re-

member, were: Messra. Dandel H. Lowns-
dale, W. W. Chapman, Stephen Coffin
(tha proprietors of the townsite), Ami P,
Dennison, A P. Ankany, W. W. Baker,
J. Terwilliger, Thomas and James Steph-
e, Job MoNamee, Benjamin Allen, T, J.
Dryer, Mr Berry, and others whom I
eannot bring to mind &t present. W. W,

| Baker and the writer are I think the

oniy two pnow llving of the party asssm-
bled at the christening on that memorabis
night The office was afterwanl moved
to the northeast corner of First and Mor-
rison, ths present locatlon of the Occle
dental Hotel There it was that the
plant was enlarged and an additional
fores of printers added

Wages at that time wers 35 per week,
Thers ars those yet in Portland who will
remember that force of jolly good fellows,
maost of whoem have joined the silent me-
fority. W. A. Dmly arrived about this
time, first mate of & vessel from Hono-
lnlu. He was a2 practical printer, and
soon took a mituation on The Oregondan,
whete he worked for a number of years.
John Rfley, Daniel Lindsay, BExdward Shefe
fleld. George Lee and E. T. Gunn wers
among printers who wers at wvarious
Hmes smployed in the office. H. L. Fit-

| tock became forsman of the offics, im

coursa of a few years, and were it Dot
for his well-known aversion to appeartng
in public print, I could and would chwon-
clis many incidents in his administration
of affairs that made the "“boys” bappm
aa matters wers In a somewhat muddied
condition when he took charge. To mm
own knowledge, it was a continuous
struggle during the "S0s and "Sc.

Thae carrier boy's experience in the enxliy
dsys of Portland was varisd, snd ocome

| siderabls hardship and fatigus was gone

through, a» he was always londed with
from 30 to 150 coples on each of his trips,
going first north from Morrizson and then.
south to the southern limit. The etrests,
i such they could be called, were In u
primitive siate—no cidewalks, snd some
not evem graded. In fact, they werd oear-
ly in as bad condition as soms of them
at the pressnt day. In those dnyes the
carrier looksd forward with great ex-
pectations and plensure when his "car-
rier's address’ was to appear, generally
New Year's day, whereby he wns kindly
T bered and r statesd by his pa-
trons, some glving Hberally, other seamte
{ly; tmt, all in all, it was cheering to ths
faith#ul carrier. One pentleman, I remem-
ber with kindly feelings, gave me 3§ for
& copy of my first address and his necxt-
door neighbor gave melScents very rehie.
tantly, with ihe admonition that be wished
after this I would *“get his paper to bim
by § A M, as he desiréd to bs at his
store by 1. Co is Y. &5
he doean’t needl the paper now. T. J.
Dryer wrote my first address, Sylvester
Pesnnoyer my second, and my good friemd
and fellow-craftsman, B4 Sheffeld, my
third, The latter, I learn, !s now prac-
ticing law in some of the Bastern citfes.
The practice of giving carrier boys a
New Year's address has scemingly long
gona out of date, belng supplantsd by
monster New Year editions, whereby all
concerned are benefited by large males,
and a corrésponding large per cent to
the carrier. !

A few montha aftser the establishment

| of The Orvegonlan—I cannof state as to

the sxnct time—thoere came upon the fleld
resking patronage and support s news-
paper plant, editor, propristors and print-
ers, the Biar, which had made a stsrt
at Mllwaukie, Clackames County. The
above town was conwsldersd then the fu-
ture metropolis, bteing at that time
thought to be at the head of navigation.
This paper was edited by John Orvis Wa-
terman, A& Vermontar, but neverth 5 &
Democrat of the Jeffersonian-simplicity
stripe, The propristors were W. D. Car-
ter and R. D, Austin, They located thelr
office on First street, between Stark and
Washington, afterward on Washingten
betwesn First and Second. Mr. Dryer was
ikn sarmast and forcibls writer, and, it may

| torinl.” The office was at that tims lo- | be trothfully sald, fought for that which
,cated in the second story of a bullding | he thought was right and jum, at great

odds agalnst him, during the territorial
dnys of Oregon. There are those alive
today that remsmber him as the “‘war-
horse™ in the Repablican ranks, with his
chariot of destruotion againmt anything
Democratic C. H HILL.




