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Arcurate knowledge of the intricacies
of Multnomak County politics cannot be
expecied from newspapers throughout
the state. We ghall forgive, therefore,
& vole of censure passed upon Mult-
nomah County by the Balem States-
man for the reduictlon In Teal estate
valuations made by Assesmor Greenleaf
in 189, ‘Whatever the fault in this
tran=action, 1 was not the Mulinomah
taxpayer's. Mr, Greenleaf had two ob-
Jects In view—ane was his own re-elec-
ton, and how much sympathy he
galned by the act Is revealed In the
fnct of his defeat by Chartle MeDonell,
& young man without experience. The
other object was a plan of the Mitchell
ring, of which Mr. Greenlenf was a
part, to put the Simon ring In & hole
The Simon element had limited the
city's rate of taxation to 8 milla, and
it was concelved good politics by the
Mitchell element to make this S-mill
limit ridietloue by reducing valuations
#o that the resullant revenue would be
small. TFor these purposes the tax-
payers of Multnomah County are not

responsible, and nare therefore unde-
perving of the censure vislted upon
them. Perhaps we should do Mr.

Greenleaf the credit of belief that valu-
atlens were too high; but, however
much this oconviction was shared by
taxpayers, they regretted the reduc-
tion, because of thelr certain knowl-
edge that It could only provoke re-
prisals from the rest of the state,

The Statesman ddiseovers a short
memory in its observation that no dis-
position to “cinch Multnomah County™
ever existed before the reduction In
valuation. Has It forgotten the regime
of our Btate Board of Equalization, so
called, when Multnomah Counly was
represented Ly only one member, and
when, despite the fact that this county
was paying sbout one-third of the
state tax, outside ocounties combined
and put up Itk assessment about 20
per cent, In face of the fact that
greater depression and greater shrink.
Age of values existed in Portland than
in any other part of the state? Human
nature, lé1 us remember, |s pretty much
the same In olly and country. No peo-
ple In any part of the state are more
willing to pay thelr just share of state
taxes than is the business community
of Portland., Multsomah County would
bs satisfied with any Board of Review
not organized with an unfair combina.
tion In view. Bo long as a city gov-
emment must be malntained here,
valuations must be kept up to a fair
polnt, or the city liself will suffer. The
refuction made by Mr., Greenleaf has
fallen upon the people of Multmomah
County with a multitude of burdens,
which they are trying the best way
they ocan to shoulder. They trust no
added punishment is In store for an
offense that was not of thelr commis-
slon,

It slliance between ownerships of the
transcoptinental railrosds proceeds at
its present momentum, and there is
EVEry reason expect that it will
what will become of some of our local
agitations? In general, woe may be
fure that costly quarrels will be elim.
inated. The allied ownership of the
transcontinentals will feel that It can-
pat, with lts Great Northern, conduot
& disastrous fight over Seattle terminal
facllities with itself, as the Northern
Paclfic, This allled ownership will clear-
Iy see the Tolly of bullding paralle! lines
for the Northern Paclfic, to compete in
tarritory it already reaches with the
0. R & NX. Without prejudice between
routes, it will be apt to see the impro.
priety of haggllng as Northern Pacific
with itself as the O. . & N. over the
price of trackage arrangements from
Wallula to Portiand. It will agree
with iteell on valuatlons and cost of
malntenance, perform a slmple opera-
tion in percentage, an@ the thing s
@one. Questlons that people lie swake
nights and tear halr over now will
be settled amicably then In half an
bour at Mr, Morgan's office, at the cor-
ner of Broad and Wall streets. Such
Wares as the Northern Pacific wanta
to haul to Portiand this allled owner-
ship will prefer to have hauled In the
way—ihat is, down the Colum-
Bia River. That ls likely to be. moare-
over, a dark day for the "“common
polnt” Bo long as taxation keeps the
Columbla River open to Portland, this
sllled ownership will see no point In
hauling graln to Astoria by rail
it can be stopped and londed oo the
shlp at FPortland,

to

|

It s bhappy for many of our poll-
ticlans, local as well as National, that
fhe Tree-sliver erazse has recovered.
When: the malady was rampant, lke
valetudinarians, they shunned)

them {f they shall stay imperturbable.

more potent than opinions. The con-
cinnity of the past and present shows

having none. Beveral of lhese genlle-
men want to be Eenator. Only one
man who offers himself to the public
bas convictions Mr. Corbett Dhas
|!uted them clearly. Unllke other as-

them now, ard he will have them In
the future. 1¢ will be seen whether he
would be wiser to have mone, llke our
little men.

UNSANITARY HABITATIONS.

The recent death from typhold fever
of Prince Christian Victor, of the se-
vere [linesg of the Cear of Hussia from
the same disorder, has led the British
Medlenl Journal ons of the most au-
thoritative organs of the medical pro-
tession of England, to eall attention to
the very marked proclivity of the royal
familles of Europe to attacks of this
distinetively “filth diseane,” and to the
numerous fatalities In their ranks that
have resuited therefrom. This procilv-

are apparently powerless to ward off,
It belng pointed out that Prince Chris-
tlan Victor, and possibly aiso Prince
Henry of Battenberg, were noculated
apuinst typhold on the trip to Africa,
notwithstanding which both contracted
snd sucoumbed to the disease,

The predisposition of the reigning
families of Europe to this mslady is
ascribed as largely due to the fact that
thelr homes are almost excloslvely
castles and palsces, the foundations of
which were lald many years ago, and
which, notwithstanding intelligent and
costly attempts to modernize them in
the matters of sewerage, ventilation,
. are, from a sanitary point of
view, scarcely Mt to live in. Modern
conveniences have been engrafied, so
to speak, upon these royal and Imperial
residences, and they have been supplied
with luxuries of every kind, but the
foundatlons remaln, reeking with the
accumulated flith of bygone nges, when
sewernge, as now understood and ap-
plled, was practically unknown. There
are, Indeed, few royal residences the
subsoll of whose foundatlons are not
reeking with the sewerage of cantu-
Tiea,

Various attempis have been made to
remedy this condition, but In the very
nature of things they have been only
partially successfyl. After the death
of the eldest son of the Prince of Wales
from typhold some years ago, and the
subsequent almost fatal {liness of his
brather, the present helr-apparent to
the British throne, Mariborough House,
the town residence of the family, was
subjected to a searching Investigation,
when it was found that this palace, 200
yeoars old, wes resiing In & very marsh
of sewnge; u few years before inves-
tigation showed ths! Buckingham Pal-
ace, the Queen's town resldence, in
which the Prince Consort died from
typhold, was In a similar condition, the
deadly miasms in this case belng ren-
dered more nolsame by the proximity
of a metropolitan sewer, bulit of brick
and wserving 8t George's Hoapital,
which, owing to faulty construction,
was leaking in every direction. Em-
peror Willlam spent an lmmense sum
of money a few years &0 In providing
& new system of drainage for his Pots-
dam Prlace, and it is sald his Berlin
residences stand in great need of simi-
lar attention. Windsor Castle is fa-
vored to some extent In this respect,
as it stands on high ground; but 1t is
still far from wholesome as a place of
residence. The uniform good health of
Quenn Victorisa and her gratifying
length of years are due to her long
sojourn each year at Balmoral and Os-
borne, relatively new palaces, and with
healthful surroundings.

Other royal residences that are from
a sanitary polnt of wview unfit for hu-
man habitation mre those at Madrid,
Stockholm, the Winter Falace st SC
Petersburg, the older portions of the
Haufborg, Vienna, and the palaces at
Turln, Florence and Naples, The Mar-
quise de Fontenoy, in a recent préss
letter, refers to these matters somewhat
in detnll adding a warning to wealthy
Americans who are prone to lease Eng-
ek and Continental country seats of an.
cient construction, where the same dan-
ger from typhold lurks in defectlve
draipage and conssquent mccumulation
of filth. Accurate informuation upon a
matter at once s0 dangerous and so
revalting In Its possibilities should suf-
fice to leava these old eccuntry seats
tenantless oy far as Americans are
concerned. It In doubtful, however,
whether even the suthoritative state-
ments &and implied warnings of the
British Medieal Journal will enable
royalty to protect Itself from Its hered.
itary environment, these palaces, upos
their nolsome foundations, being a part
of an inheritance from which they can-
not entirely escape, In =pite of thear
deadly Influences,

elc

OSCAR WILDE.

Vhen we remember Oscar Wilde's
genius and eanNy promise, hls obscure
and wrelched taking-off approachen the
dimensions of a tragedy. His talents
were prodigious, his philosophy had
elements of great utility. His pross
and dramatic writings are cresations of
genuine power and grace. Hils verse
has the indefinable charm of poesy.
For example:

For 'ar yon field of tremiding gold

Be garmered Into dusty sheavos

Or o'er the Autumn's scariet leaves
Flutter Uke birds adows the wuld,

1 may bave run ihe glorious race

And caught the torch while yel aflame,

And called upom the holy name
Of Him who now doth hide his face!

Wiide's philosophy was the extreme
of a sound idea. He oarried too far
the righteous protest agalnst enthrooe-
ment of didacticlsm in art. He drew
men's altention to the truth, almost
forgotien since the mortal part of
Greece passed away, that the bestowal
of pleasure s a legitimate end of
poetry, painting and sculpture, music
and the drama, dress and conversa-
tlon. Thus be was the antithesis, need-
ed, of the Puritan, We must not com-
plain of his rxtreme position. We do
pot expect the truth at elther end of
the pendulum’s swing; we can only ex-
pect the apostie to sel out boldly the
aspect presenled by his side of the
double shieid.

Unfortunately, the writer and think-
er Is overshadowed by the unspeakabie
morals of the man. The sacrifice of a
Eifted mind on the aitar of sensuallsm,
revealed In the caresr of Oscar Wilde,
is among the catastrophes of literm-
ture, wickeder than Poe's, more abom-
inable than Villen's. The displeasure

| visited upon his works may not bave

menta! exercise. With utmost solicl.
tude they forbore from opinions. It is
well they did, and 1t will be better for
Events siill are such that politics .are

the folly of opinjons and the wisdom of

pirants, he had them before, he has

ity the ordinary means of prevention

4

bean just; it was certalnly salutary.
Boclety's Instinet of preservation rises
up at such times and vows that no
quarter shali be shown to the morai
wretch who defles its canons. The rice
refuses to view the handiwork separate
from Lthe man. It will not Imperil Iis
ideals by giving countenance to his
Immorality through recognition of his
genlus.  All this Wide knew, or should
have known. He brought gpon himseif
his own degradation,

. THE CASE OF ROSS,

Those iIndependent and accurate
molders of publie opinfon throughout
Oregon and Washington that find out
what thelr views are on public ques-
tions s0 soon as The Oregonlan ex-
presses a contrary oplnion are begin-
ning to be heard from on the subject of
the removal of Professor Roes at Stan-
ford University, Having sald the other
day that the removal served the pro-
fessor tight and Improved the univer-
sity, we are gratified (o note that our
pestilential critics hereabouts who had
heard nothing of the matter before
bristle with defensés of Ross and are
sure that The Oregonian is in this case,
as always, against free speech and
honest thought. We shall do these
psighbors the favor of reitersting that
In his enforced resignation Ross gol
| exactly what he deserved. As
head of Btanford TUnlversity's de.
partment of economics, Professor Ross
preached the doctrines of silverism in
1886. He preached Bryanism and so-
clalism to his classes in direct hostillty
to the purpose of the founder and sup-
porters of the university, He was re-
monstrated with In valn, and was then
very properiy reguested to resign. He
was got rid of by Stanford University
for the same reason that Brown Uni-
vernity foroed the resignation of Pres-
Idemt Andrews in 1896

When President Andrews was forced
to resign his friends ralsed a loud out-
ery to the effect that Brown University
had assalled “freedom of speech.” This
outery was baseless. A college prasi-
dent or professor Is free to hold any
opinfons he chooses, but If he teaches
economidal doctrines intolerabdle to the
Institution acd those supporting it, and
conflicting with the doctrines they
would have taught thére, he has no
more busipess to remain in his place
than a clergyman has to occupy an or-
thodox pulpit and preach the rational-
lam of Spencer or the agnosticlsm of
Iiuxley. The trustess of Stanford Unl-
versity and the widow of 1ts founder do
not deny the right of Professor Ross
to hold any opinions he pleases, but
they have the clear right to say that
he shall not preach them from his pro-
fessor's chair at the cost of the Univer-
| ity and with the sanction of {ts author-
ity. Buppose Ross saw fit to preach so-
cinlism or nihllism, or anarchism or
free Jove—should he be retained on the
plea that freedom of speech was In-
vaded by hia removal? Free sllver
and Bryaniam have no more sclentific
standing with reputable scholars and
thinkers in elther Europe or America
than has nihilism or free love, and the
advocacy of such views by Professor
Ross was a falr Indictment of his autter
unfitness for the chalr of economica in
any Unlversity outalde of Laputa.

Another thing that rendersed Ross
persona mon grata at Stanford was
| his militant infidelity. It used to be
| vonsidered quite the correct thing for
undenominational schools to be offi-
cered and facultied by aggressive ag-
nostics, For a long tlme it was about
as hard for the sclentist to see any
good In religion as for the theologian
to see nany good In sclence. The error
of each imperfection has long been ap-
parent. What Ross believed, hbowewver,
Is neither here nor there. It is & mat-
ter for the management of a university
to determine, mot what its professors
shall belleve, but what they shall teach,
and If they want to teach infidelity,
they belong where that is wanted, Mra
Stanford thinks that, as Christianity
i the rallng and accepted religious
falth of this country, good taste, as
well as sound morals, cannot abide at-
tacks upon It in instruclers of the
young, who, if they have not Chris-
tianity In some of itz varfous adapta-
tions, will have no religion at all. The
succesaful university, in a ‘word,
doesn't want its ohairs filled by cranks,
Mr. Ross secms to have been a ocrank
of varled and multitudinous crotchets.

NO SECTIONALISM AFTER SURREN-
DER,

The guestion whether General Robert
B, Lee ever asked for a pardon has
been settled by the publication of a
jetter written to Presldent Johnson
June 13, 1865, In which he applles “for
the benefits and full restoration of all
rights and privileges extended to those
included in the proclamation of am-
nestly and pardon.” He was not indi-
vidually pardoned, but under & gen-
éral proclamation of pardon to all who
were not under indictment he was in-
cluded. General Lee, as everybody
knows who has read his lifs by his
rnephew, General Filtz Hugh Lee, went
into the war with great reluctance, as
dil Joe Johnston, Longsireet, Hragg
and Albert Sydney Johnston. Nope of
these men was a secessionist. All of
them declared that, while they would
feal obliged to fight with thelr states
if they seceded, they dld not favor or
Justify secession. Lee wrote his sister
that he saw no justification for the se-
casslon of Virginia, and that he had
naver approved of slavery, but had
considered it a great evil, from which
he had always wished there was some
constitutional dellverance. A man of
Lee’s eminence, holding such opinions,
would paturally be one of the first, as
was Longatreet, to recognize that the
war was over, and that 1t was the duty
of the Southern people 10 render obedl.
ence to the Government.

It is an Interesting fact that the Con-
federale archives at Washington con-
tain a letter of August II, 183 In
which Jeff Davis refused (o accept the
resignation of General Robert E. Lee
as commander of the Army of North-
ern Virginia. Lee tendered his resigna-
tion August £ 1862 just five weeks after
his defeat at Gettysburg., Lee in his
letter of resignation, and Davis in his
reply, make it clear that Lee desired
to abandon the Civil War since the
fall of Vicksburg had made the down-
fall of the Southern Confederacy only
& question of time,

it &s clear, from the promptness with
which Genersl Lee sought for complete
political rehabilitation, that he waa not
a man of intenss sectionallsm, lke
Davis, Toombs and Genéral Early. He
was, like Longsireet, determined, when
he sheathed bhis asword, to ksep the
peace between the sections, in spirit as
well as in letter. Lee survived the war
only five years. Had he been gramtisd
the same length of days as his ciass-
| munte, General Joe Jobnston, be would, |

like him, have always cast his Influ-
ence agninst sectionalism In the South.
Had Abraham Lincoln, who enjoyed
the confidence of both North and South
as to his Integrity of purpose, and
Robert E. Lee, whose influence over
the Bouthern people was very great,
bath survived the war ten years, It
Is guite probable that many serious
political mistakes on both sides would
have been avolded. The dearest wish
of both #hese Southern-born men would
have been to heal the wounds of war
&8 tapidly as possible, and with the
¢vonfidence which both these men en-
Joyed in thelr respective sections, and
the publie respect with which both
were universally regarded, they would
have persunded their people on both
sides to approach the problem of re-
construction with freedom from pas-
slon and prejudice, compared with the
bitter =trife that took place under the
femagogic adminlstration of President
Johnsor. Had' Lee survived the war a
dozen years, he would have been found
with Lamar, and Bayard, a stiff Gold
Democrat, for he came of couservative
Federalist stock. He would no more
have besn a free-zllverite or n Populist
than Longsireet or Buckner; for, ilke
them, he knew no sectionalism after
wurrender,
- .

“Christlan Sclence cannot Intelli-
gently be handied by one who does not
know anything of Its nature,” says
somebody. The statement ls proved
both by malpractice and by mortality
of the sclence. Healers evidently can't
handle It because they don't know any-
thing about it. The only ohjection to
the sclence Is that it is far in advance
of human evolution. After we shall
have ilved a few milllon years more
and sioughed off our physical being,
wa shall be all spirituality and never
slek. Our great handicap is that we
have lived so many years before ac-
quiring spiritusl consclousness that our
grosser nature s a fact. When we shall
have reduced Christian Sclence from an
impalpably lnane to a tangible concept,
we may have a medicine. Christian
Sclentists are quite proper In thelr ar-
ralgnment of citiclam. If the concept
Is hazy and heterogeneous for its ex-
ponents, perhaps criticism is llkewise

Becauss state money is not equally
distributed, by all means let us dis-
trioute It as unequally as possible. This
wisdom seems to Insplre certain of cur
wiseacre citizens. Certainly, If Marion
County has a graft, let us give another
to Crook County. If Lane County gets
o fat share, let us give a fatter one to
Unlon or Baker. Let us remove con-
siderations of expediency from appro-
priations and substitute others of
profit. Let us change the purposes of
legislative acts from those of- govern-
ment (o others of gain to Individusis
Our all-wise propounders of govern-
mental function seem to labor under
the iden that our publlc institutions
serve personal Inetead of state objects,
They confess thereby an unenviable
frame of mind,

Taxpayers get more injustice out of
pelty ltigations than litigants get jus-
tice. A backyard fracas between
housewives or & squabble over & hen.
roost is elevated to a sublime guestion
of Jjustice by gelf-seeking lawyers
Their business ls to exalt molehills to
mountains. Consequently thelr opin.
ions about the blemsed gquality of un-
strained justice should be balanced by
others which are not charmed by busi-
ness perplexities. Absolute justice 1a
more feasible by squelching backyard
altercations than by clnching taxpay-
ers. To be sure, a certain amount of
Justice Is extracted by adjudlcation of
petty squabbles, but nobody yel has
been able to compute the measure of it

Bad ghost of Jefferson! Democrats
will have a worse nightmare than the
other, if they don't watch out. Re-
publican Jefferson of the eommon peo-
ple! A specter which In flesh made
Kings and Princes quake may rise
some night to polnt its avenging finger
at the sclons of Democracy. What
would Jefferson say, should he see a
Roynlist in Congreas? Democrats truly
should not sleep these nights. This
break-neck pace toward imperialism is
faster even than they who devised the
stays and balances of the Constitution
apprehended, The Royallst delegate
from Hawall a Democrat! Our friends
should not wsleep these dark, wintry
nights,

We are getting to be weil educated.
Farmers ralse & rumpus when anything
is subsidized except farming. Manu-
facturers do llkewise when the matter
of business comes up to them. Ship-
bullders think subsidizatlon of any In-
dustry other than theirs Is opposed to
publle policy. It Is good there ls such
& thing as life. Otherwise we could not
be educated In the school of political
economy,

The Bpocner bill is not as important
now as It was a year ago. The elec-
tion has virtaally given by popular
vots to the Presldent the authority It
was sought by resolution to confer upon
him through Congress, and the Repub-
lican party I8 not under the necessity
of declaring a definite policy,

S ——————

Bince there are thirty-three counties
In Oregon, it follows logically that
state bountles, appropriations and !n-
stitutions would seérve publie interests
better In one place than in another,

The Jews as Drinkers.
The Humasitarian,

The natlons who are most sober at the
present day, In whom this craving for
exceasive alcohol !s least In evidence, are
those who have been drinking it longost
The inhabltants of vine-growing districts
are peculiarily sober, but this has not
been siways so, for the records of Serip-
ture clearly give account of scenes of
drunken debauchery among the Jewish
and other Eastern peoples, which,
in our own drunken country, wouid be
hald to be disgrsceful The warnings
agalnat the vice, moreover, run through
both the Old and the New Testament. At
the present day, however, the Jewish na-
tion is remarkable for its sobriety, and
in apita of their belng scatiersd

poverty and squalor, In many instances,
are extreme, and yet the eraving to drown
their sorrows in aloohol Is a thing almost
unknown among them.

Moderste drinkers‘most of them are, but
the tendency to the tendency to

duces, bOt as a means of satisfying an
inordinate and uncontrollable eraving,
prevally among them only to a very lim-
ited extent. They have remalned for ages
an almnst pure race intermarriage with
members of other nationalities and re-
ligioun persuasions is not common among
them, and the explanation of their present
sobriety s that, ss In the case of tuber-
Aleohol has worked out its own
salvation by off, directly or indi-
rectly, those the hereditary in-
toward It

|

SAVE THE TRASH.

The great Englah library economist, Ed-
ward Edwards, Is responaibie for the dle-
tum, “The trash of ons genaration be-
comes the highiy prissd tresmsure of an-
other.” My appeal & in behalf of the
coming gen<ration, as well aa the pres-
ent, when that which may now ba regand-
od as “trash™ will be countsd as treas-
ure. That great mass of unorganized
materials, some of which are constantly
Eetting In the way of the busy worker
of the present, accumulating In the count-
ing-house and the office, or lttering up
the Hbrary and study at homs, ls large-
Iy made up of matter that {f saved, would
sometime be of value to the historical in-
vestigator. Thix is so by virtus of the
well-understood fact that every scrap
of writing or printing, every record of
a fact, beocomes, by the mers passage of
time, & historical document. Its vyaiue
may bs much or Hitle, as the fact it re-
cords Is more or less Important, and as
the difficulty of obtalning it from any
other source ls groater or lemm,

Now, the !mportance of the facts re-
corded depends on a wvarlety of circum-
stances, practically tmpossible to anticl-
pate. Generully speaking, we may be cef-
tain that any materia! which happens to
be saved will find lts use socner or later,
B9 well grounded {s this bellef that all
of the great Burepesn and American M-
braries which collect documentary ma-
terfals have long since abandoned as sheer
tolly the policy of diseriminating among
tha papers offared., They simply receiva
everything. To {(llustrate, in looking
over my bbliography of Oregon materials
in *he library of the Wisconsin Historical
Bociety, I notice, among the pamphlsta,
such things aa these—pamphlets of the
Board of Agriculture, of the Board of
Irrrigation, of the Board of
Trade, “Portiand lliustrated," etc. CHp-
pinge from Oregon ne for ex-
ample, “Astorit’'s Gala Day,” from The
COregonian, clippings from religious
pers containing notloes of the work of
the sariy Oregon misssionaries, etc., ate.
These are simply examples taken at ran-
dom from a lst of eeveral hundred
pamphlets on Ovegon, ocarofully
away in the fireproo{ racks of the mag-
nificent new library bullding erected at
a cost of more than half a milllon dal-
lara %y the peonle of the State of Wis-
consin. There they will be seen and used
by the historian of 0 years hence,
all probabliity much mora than they
used now by students in Pacific
history. Much of this matter ls of
kind commonly regxarded as traah,
its destruction ordinarily goea om at
extremely rapld rate. But for public in-
stitutions whose business it s to col-
lect coples of everything in the shape
of printed matter, and for an occaslonal
private collectar, these things with their
high value In certain linea of Investigs-
tion, would very soon be as completely
lost to the world as though they had
never exlsted. The above applles squally
to newspapers, which If they can only be
saved for a gquarter of & csntury or
more, become highly important historioal
documents. Ths diffculty is to save them,
a difculty which p eoll "
of Civil War papers sufliclently appreci-
ate. Accidentally copies are saved here
and thers, which, when gotten together
at great cost, may possibly maks & file,

- . -

But I desire especially to ecall atten-
tlon In this connection to written rec-
orda, of which presumably only a single
copy has ever existed, Here the chances
of accldental preservation are exceeding.
Iy small. Unléss special sfforts are made
to preserve them they are almost sure to
be loet. It ia for this roason that publie
afficers are required by law to keap rec-
orda and tranamit them to thelr succes-
sors In office; for this reason our court-
house officers are provided with the fren
safe and fireproaf wault, where current
records can be kept, and the archives of
the county, with thelir wealth of posaibil-
itles for local history, saved to the gen-
ermtions of the future to whom thelr
value will be progressively greater and
greater. In every community which pro-
vides proper facilitiea for the purpose, ita
public records are reasonably safe. But
there are still In our mewer states many
wooden or brick courthouses, without
proper wvaults. In such cases it ia by
no means unusual to fAind valuable collec-
tions of records In gorrets and out of the
wuy places whore they ars in more or lesa
danger from the whims of unhistorical
Janitors, and are always liable to be con-
sumed by fire. 1 have even learned of one
eounty officer, a superintendent of
schools, who dellberately made a bonfirs
of the sccumuiated records of his office
on removing from an old courthouse to &
new ona 1 trust, however, that this ls
a unique onse.

When we come to the records mads by
minor public officers, such as school
clerks, for exampls, thers ls much greatar
danger of loss. This is trus for the
double reasan that there is no safe place
of deposit, as a rtule, and these records
are not alwanys sufficlently prissd to In-
duce the best care possible. I_have in
my posssesglon a teacher's register cov-
ering the yéars 188-1387 In & rural school
in Grant County, Wisconsin. It was res.
cusd from the mildew and vermin of an
old garret, wheress It should have been
kept as a precious thing, in the office of
the district clerk. But this csse of dere-
liction Is in {ts turn surpassed by cases,
Ao coming under my direct observation,
where school distriots and citien 4 years
old and more, have preserved only a
small portion of thelr school . recorda
through the regular offMcial channels

The trouble has besn that such rec-
ords have not been asppreciated st thelr
full value, The school register in my
=session contains matter of the high-

;
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::t historfcal & throwing
light not onlyr on the Jeecal com-
dittons In that disiriet, but also
upon the general educational his.

tory of Wisconsin. It ia or will be n
time to eome, so valuable to the student
of Wisconsin institutions, that I mean to
turn It over to thelr state historical so-
ciety.

1 have mentioned but & few classes of
“trash.’’ There are many more that
might be mentionsd. The study of ‘his-
tory is rapidly bang transformed from tha
mersly political to the truly institutional
character. We (n America ara no longer
satisfied to have a bare skeich of the po-
litieal progress of our and our
states: wa know that hare pomathing more
iz possible, and we are demanding it We
want to know how our several institu-
tions, the slements in the grest eomplex
of modern life, came o be what they are,
and how they have contributed to the
total result. Therefore, the historian
must study separate institutions, educa-
tonal, religious, , tommer-
cial, as wall as political, snd this last
must be studied with & minutenass not re-
qulrad in the m:l.

L]

All this means s vastly Inoreased de-
pendence upon local records and deocu-
ments of every description. 1f these be
found in abundance, the historian can
make the past live again in the mind of
present genaration, and speak to It
of the strivings, the successes, the fall.
ures, which all life Involves. It is only
when studled in this careful minute way
that the past can afford asure and safe
guidance to the present. But when mso
studled history bBecomes the true chart
by which to direct the forces of soclal

TOgTees.
I cannot forbear to cite oma illustration

nawer siates, just as it had gone on In
the oldor with the same Inevitable result
the detarioration of the rural school. Then
after awhile, when the eviis of the sys
tem became absointely unendurable In a
particular state, the tide would turn !n
the other direction, the patural remedy

!

would be applled, and always with soe-
cems. Winconsin in stlll struggling against l gstting the situation well in hand.

the evil, although she has now been work-
ing toward the township system for many
years.

I know of no more striking lllustration
of the fact that in the abaence of a elear
historical demonstration of the folly of
doing so, men will reproduce the eviis
of tha thatitutions famlilar to them. as
well a@ the good. Had the history of
education in cur American states been
thoroughly worked cut or had It been
worked out at all. when the newer statos
adopted thelr systema of education,
it would simply have been imposaible for
auch stupendous mistakes to be made
Axn It was, the knowledge of the evil was
oconfined to the few, amd they the men
who had lttle iInfluence In ths making
of the laws

Soclety everywhere needs to know
past better than It has ever Enown it be-
fore In order to 4b this, the body of the
people must co-operals with the historical
investigator by mving up for him ma-
terials from which alone the truth can
be obtained. JOBEFPH BCHAFER

Department of History, Unlversity of
Oregon.
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STATUS OF THE CANAL.

Davis .l-o-d.—o:? te Hay-Pauneco-
fote Treaty Still Pends in Seaate,

New York Commercinl Advertiser.
All thy mass of material relating to
this canal that has been accumulating

l

I

| Arrungements

these 10 yesars past has bolled down to |

the trealy negotiated last Wintsr by Mr.
Hay and Lord Pauncefote, the Hepburn
blll, rassed by the House and pending
in the Benate, the report of the Walker
Commission, neariy ready to be made, and
the treaty with Nicaragua and Coata Rica
Eiving the Upited States eontrol of the
right of way for the canal, which the
representatives of those powers [n Wash-
ington are sald to be prepared to make
whenaver our State Department s raady,
Out of these—or, rather, out of the two
main acts, the treaty and the bill, when
each shall have been modified to At the
other—the final legislative authority 1o
bulld the canal wiil come.

The treaty preceded the bIL It was
signed Febriary 5, when the canal bill of
Senator Morgan was pending in the Jen-
ate. The Senate seemed sager (o pass
the Morgan bill without walting for a
treaty amending the Bulwer-Clayton
treaty. It was Induced to wait for the
Walker report, and in the meantime Mr.
Hay and Lord Pauncefote did thsir work,
It gave to the United States the right re.
nounced by both powers In 1850 to bulld
and own acd control exclusively an isth.
mian canal, but adopted to govern It the
rules of neutralizationtof the Sues Canal,

NOTE AND COMMENT.

Kruger defles England as effectively an
& tervier behind a picket fence doea a
buildog.

Mavbe Kruger meant to except himseif
when he declared the Boers will fight to
the death.

The survival of the fattest Is & doo-
trine which does not apply to our friend
the turkey.

If tBe Sultan says. “Call around temer-
row,” it will be because he never heard
of Kentucky.

Croker has been taxed in England. This
is portic justice, for he does the taxing
in New Yari.

The I-told-you-so man has dropped the
eiection and Is getting into training for
next Summer's yscht race.

Waldersee rrmrta—l'le Is pacifying the
country around Pekin. He should avold

“Four years more of the full windbag'
was not A popular sentiment even in Ne-
bruska, whers they are used to those
things.

VWhen the French feel that England ‘s
rufficiontly lnwultsd, they will mark the
boundaries of thelr country “‘exhibit A’
and point them out to Kruger,

That Zimmerman girl may have done a
better job than Anna Gould, after all
Manchester s a far prettier pame than
Casteilane, and Infinitely more uppish.

The Democrats accuss the Republicans
of wanting te reorganize the Demoeratio
party, but the Republicans are perfeetly
willing to entrus that job to Bryan and
Jonea.

Our estesmed contemporury, the Cone
gressional Record, has missed a numbepr
of lssues, but we understand it s making
to resume publication *n
the near future

If the victims at the Stanford-Berke-
ley football game, last Thursday, had
been players, & great many facetious peo-
ple would have trenchant things to say
about the mortality of the sport.

Bryan says he feels good hecuuse he re.
tains the confidence of hin associntes.
FPerhaps he has not heard the talk of re-
organizing the party or Jones' declara-
tion that he Is out of It

A muntcipal! ordinance which assumed
to prohibit mny woman from going into
& hullding where there is a liquor sa-
lpon, or from standing or loafing within
5 feet thereo!, has been condemned as
uhreasonable and unconstitotional by the

Kentucky Court of Appeale. It is sug-
gested that the ordinance might be
vhlld If its operations were confined to
| disreputable charaoters, but It would

in the treaty of Constantinople In 18 |

to which the adherence of other pow-
era
opinlon made no objection to the clauses
safeguarding commerce In time of war
and securing equality in use to all na-
tiona In times of pesce; but there was
outcry against the prohibltion of defen-
atve worka and the impilsd right given
an enemy’s warships to enjoy the same
security in the canal as our own. Tea-
timony of high military and naval au-
thority that these objections were futlle
slpce the real defense of the canal lay in
sea power, did not convince, and the com-
mittes onn foreign sffalirs reported the
famous Davis amendment 10 remove

was to be asked. Amerfcan publie |

them. That sdded to the treaty a provis- |

fon, also copled from the treaty of Con-
stantinople, where It safeguarded the Ot-
toman Empire, providing that nene of the
neutrality conditions and stipulations
should apply “‘to measurss which the
United States may find it necessary to
take for =ecuring, by lis own forces, the
defense of the United Statea and the
maintenance of public order.™

Thi= amendment was reported early In
March, but no action was taken on it
up to the time Congress adjeurned. It
remains with the treaty as unfiniahed
execuilve business in the Semate, Mean-
while the Houss had passed the Hepburn
bill. This was a simpler and cloarer
measure than Senator Morgan's. It is
only two pages long, and empowers the
President to obtaln right of way from
the two republics, bulld and protect the
capal and authorizes the Becretary of
War to make contracts for lts “excava-
tion., construction, completion and de-
fense,” at a cost not to excead $149,000 000,
The original draft had been modifled in a
report of Mr. Hepburn, February 19, by
softening the suthority to “fortify™ to

“protect” and "defend” and It wos be- |

Beved by the friends of the Davis amend-
ment that Its reservations had brought
the bill and the treaty into harmony.
The SBenats, however, let both go over lo
this session, when they will come up for
consideration, together with the Walker
report and the treaty with ths Central
American states.

Glve Them Founr-Footed Targets.
Plttsburg Dispatch.

Lats reports from the Adirondacks and
other hunting reglons ralse the question
whether It is not necansary to preserve
the game more atrictly In onder to pro-
vide the hunters with a supply abundant
enough to eave them from the present
disposition to bag each other.

PLEASANTRIES OF PARAGRAPHERS

The Imnccence of Childhood —Papa (reading)
—And thers wos & man who fell among thieves,
Little Harry—Where? DI4 he got sent o tha
Legiatature *~Chicago Times Herald

Differeat Views.—She (at fostball game, &
player Is carried off Seid)—T=m't It perfecily
swiyl? He-] should say It l=! Why, that fel-
low I3 ne mwee unconsclous tham [ am—he's
piaying to the gallery.—Brookiyn Lif=.

A Lack of Faith —Mose—Ah had mah m=b-

Worth ths Punishment —"Wil-
e sald the elder sister at the fovenile par-
ty. “you'll be N1 M you et any mmors, and
then you woa't be able o o to school tomer-
row.” ““Well” mid Willle, with a sigh, “it'a
worth 1L —3Moonshine.
Boy—Pleass. sir. may [ have the afterncom
offT My gmandmother ls to be buried Em-

probably bo somewhnat diffieult to define
such characters so that the police would
know whom to arrest and whom to let go.
The court declares that It knows no rule
of law which prohiblts a well-behaved
woman from going into or near a saloon,
where her purpose and manner are lawfual,

Bome people who have read the aec-
counts of the tremendous sinughter of
deer by Indlans In Wyoming have an
Idea that If deer are so numerous thers
as reports Indicate théy really need
thinning out. OGranting that the slaugh=-
ter is all that has bean reportad, it is
pothing compared to the slaughtsr of
deer In Southern Oregon a f&w years ago
by “akin Bunters=™ The ekin of a deer
when  thoroughly dried only weighs a
few ounces, yet it was no Infrequent thing
in tho=e deys to s#e heavy truckloads of
these skins In bales, hauled through the
sireets of Portinhd. Thess skin hunters
killed deer by thousands, and jeft thelr
caropsses (o rot whers they wers skinnad.
Since this killlag of deer for thelr skins
has been praciically stopped, the ani-
mils are becoming more numerous and
presently there will be hosts of them, A
venison cutlet or haunch, from a good
fat buck, Is a very agreeable change
from the eternal beef, pork and mutton,
but lean deer are not worth cooking.

President Judge Armold, of Court of
Common Pleas No. 4 In the Clty of
Philladelphla, has recently sxpressed him-
solf very emphatically In favar of the
divorce laws of the Commonwealth of
Pennayivania, which are more liberal
than those of the State of New York,
whera marital infidelity is the only cagse
for absolute divorce, permiting the inno-
cant party to marry ag:in. “'Our divorce
laws are wisve and just,” says Judge Ar.
nold in a recent opinion. I do not agrea
with thosse persons who occasionaily de-
nounco them. The hatred, misery, sio and
crime, which w»o often flow from Ia-
dissoliste marriage connections, require a
remedy. Wife-beataras and denertarg
should be deprived of the opportunity of
inflicting further misery on thelr part-
ners, De=ertion as a cause of dlvores has
much warrant of scripture. In St Paulas
first epistie to the Corinthians chapter
vil, verse 15 he wrote: ‘'But if the un-
belleving depart, lot him depart. A broth-
er or a sister |s not under bondage In
such cases': and commentators on the
Bitle have held this text to mean thas
desertion dJdissclves the marringe.’

——————

The Veteran's Last Batile.

W. T Dumas fn Atinnts Journal
yeteran wits In hin ensy chalr on he
poreh at the hour of noon,
logks thrs' the elowds of hia long-
stammed plpe o'er ths bountiful mead-
ows of June,
the fire dies out of the odorous leaves
that under their sabes are hid,
the fire i quenched in his yet kKeem eye
by the dmop of Ita tremnlous Ud;

Then he nodn and he dreama, forgetful of all
—tha mortgage, the crope, and the Tain;

For the bugien and drums of the long ago are
schoing joud In his bDeads,

Let the bugiea and drume call om, eall em,
pirill binst and velumissus roll;

Feor they sound to the conflict enacted again
on the field of the siumberer’s soul

in the tremches they've moldered
away for many and many & yeer.

In rank upon rank, resplendeat with srma,

the men and thair leadern appear;

phantary marshals those squadrons of

ghosts thut sweap o'er the hoof-cut plain,

the koen, brighi swords of the long age

sr= flashing anew in his brain.

Let the bugles and drume play om. play on,
the scintillant sword hindes wheel;

The battls runs riot in tempests of lead asd
terrible whiriwinds of atesi;

And onward ths riders thra' coiumns of amake

sweep down in the heart of the fray,

veteran borme In the midst of ths charge

on the bBack of his strenuous gray;

he falls’ from his =addle, still clutching

st alr, and the battls is owver agmin:

pelii ]
And

For
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