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" degirable that
descr!

DIVIDED OVER TAXES

Work of Judges and Assessors
May Come to Naught.

DIFFERENCES IN THE COMMITTEE

Changes in Assessment Lawas, How-
ever, Are Destirable—Suggestions
as to What They Should Be.

The recommendntione of the convention
of Oregon County Judges and Assessors
&8 to changew In the assessment laws of
the state will pot. it i» anid, recelve the

Pport of the ittes appoinied bY
the conventien to urge (he matter before
the Leglalature next January. At least
three members of the commitiee of seven
ars undsrelood to dlssent from the con-
clostons ©f the convention and others
are sald to be indifferent, Jeaving proba-
Biy a minority of the committes that s
elly in favor of the lagirintion the com-
wention recammenied.

Bome of the recommendations meet no
epposition. Nearly sil admit that it Is
property bo  amsessed by

ption and regardiess of the owner-
ship, Instend of moking a stetement of
the ownership an eascntial part of the
amessmnenl. &8 now, As (o the proposed
appraisal only ance ia two years, there Ia
wmore difference of oplnion. Nobody ob-
Jecta o authorizing the Bherilf or Collec-
tor to correst erronccus descriptions. Ta
makes the form of the wsessment roll
stch that It may be used ales as the (ax
woll and delinguen: roll. saving expensive
oopying, i also regarded as desirabie. No
serious sbjection is heard to the propo-
aition to appralse property as on the first
day of Janusry. io muke taxes due No-
vyember | and delinguent Janeary 1; to
emalee It the duty of the County Treastrer
10 collect up to the time of delinguency.
4And the Bherifl 1o collget after that time
Even the recommendation that Assessors
Bave a term of four years Instead of the
two years a8 now does not marouse much
;ntagonisam, pechape it ia regifrded with
more vyor by the delegates to this ocon-
Yeation than by the people at large or
Sheir representatives in thy Legtalature,

The recommendation for a state bBoard
of squaligation, to conrlet of Asven mem-
bars, evidlent contemplates n revival of
the old board of egquallzation that went
down with other dboards and comminsions
Al the special session of the Legisiature
§n 1B8 It was not the intent of thst
Lagislature that the state should be with-
out » body to equalize mesedrments, and

the law creating the old board could not |

have been repealed ecxcept upon the un-
dersinnding that there ahould be some-
thing to tike the piace of 11
the following regular seaslon. It was
mrgued that the assesnment for that veay
had boen made In the fear of the state
board, and it was then too late to change
aay of the figures, no matter how much
the counties might desire 1o do »o0; that
by abolishing the board, then the ex-
Penas of itx sitting for one yeir, about
80000, would be maved to the state, and
that arruggements fo7 another equalizing
suthority that should be less expensive in
R TR R ey
The Legisinture tried to keep falth with
ftaelf and at the regular eesslon passed
& bill to comstitute the Governor, Secre-
tary of Gtate and SBtate Treasurer a state
board of equalisstion, but after the end
of tha sossion the Governor weioed the
bill becauss It would put too much work
and responsibiity upon officlals who had
other dutles suficlent to oncupy thesn,
and who could not fulflll properly the
funotion of & etals egualization boerd.
That left Oregon withou! any state equal.
Istng body. The recommendation of the
Juty and A ® apparently points
%0 the recroatién of just such a body
&8 was abollahed at the special msession
fn 1M the annoel codt of which was
aboutl 0000 There lo virtual unanimity
the advisabiiity of having a state
ualisation, but there are diverss opin-
lons ax to ways and means. Possibly the
old law will be resurrected

of the resclutions passed Wednes-
duy 1s #o unfortunate In its phraseclogy
ita meaning ls not clear, even to the
Judges nnd Assessors who passed 1t It
e an follows:

That If the present law i3 mol adegquate It
”m be made so that levy or advertising on
Propetty o sale of same for deilng
Baaee should not be made necessary, T
Nearly all concede that the process of
#ovying upon the property for dellnguent
Wxes s bot only ecxpensive, byt also

useliens. It givea the Sherify
move patronage to dlupense, for he must
Bave deputies to go outl over the county
and hunt up property oan which tax i
Bot pald and pase the notice of male on_it
Bometimes it I ROt an easy matter to
Bnd jus the property desoribed, partiou-
Jarly when It v not Improved, but it will
bot do to make an error. The deputies
employsd for ihis work must be paid
This lovy notifies nobody, It s expensive
and 1t la woree than ascless becasuss it
tende te complicate the process or method
of coliesting delinguent tawes [t ia
however, deemned bardly practiosble to
mwize and sell property, under & tax war-
rant or othsr execution. without giving
®otics. The recommandation of the
Judpes and Asssssors appears to comtem-
plate untroubled confecation of delinguent
property. without levy or advertising, or
even golng through the form of a mie
Buch & proposal of course, arouse
violent antagoriem. It is to be presumed
Shat this was not the Intent of the com-
wention. The pressnt method, Imperfect
a8 It s, pives mmple notice of the de-
uengy, and no cost for collecting de-
et nxes le padd by the county; the
dalinguent property must pay it soconer
er Ister.

Thers i &istinot oppeeition to ropealing
the law for election of precinet Road
Supervisors. It 1 snld that this move
hl.mmr-dby:d-ﬂnﬂmm:r
Courts to increase their political power by
baving tha! much more patronage &t their
dizposal. The prevalling opinton is that
the present method of bhaving the road
overssers chosen by the volers Ic each
precinet s not only populsr among the
People. but seally o the best interest of
the roass. The proposal to abolish the
B state pail tax end add the sum to the
Tosd poll tax, making it M, all to be ool
Jocted In cash, la ancther upon which
there s & variety of opisien, and the
commiites sppointed is more likely to
work against It than to urge the Legis-
lature to the action that the Judges and
m‘ Tecommended,

grheral revislon of ArSCAREIGan
codle of the minie -mth;n be Iulhl‘
at In the resolutione adopled by this cen-
wention. This has been attempted several
times In the past decade, rewuiting usoally
in grafing some additional fragment up-
of & law that wasr noas (oo clear befgre.
But peopie have become 30 Rocuslomed tos
- the presen! methods of assesament and
taxstion that It may well be guestionsd
whether & slmpier law would be weloomed
“or roally acoomplish good. If the Assessor
does his work csrefully, thers I1s DOttle
likelihood of trouble for the county. The
Bhertff's way ls comparatively clear If
the assesmment be accurately made. But
. the Sheriff must also becareful to obesrve

provided at |

sessor or Bheriff or other officer to com-
ply with every detall of the Iaw. Before
getting rellef from & tax llen the appll-
cant must deposit a ressonable tax for
his property., and It is almoat the in-
variable rule for the coumty lo acoept
such tender and clear the record Here
ia wiers the counties get large sums in
the egETegats fromn taxpayers whome &s-
sessments may be faulty. The deafrabll.
ity of clearing title, and the great dim-
cuity, Indeed practical impossibility, of
doing so without paying a reasomable
tax, brings In soonsr or laler coatribu-
tions from all the property on the assess-
ment roll. More could not be dons under
new lawa, though they might be simpler.
Property not on the assesament roll would
| continue (o escape paying taxes In any
event.

UNIOK PACIFIC SHOWING.

First Year of the Meorganised Srs-
teme—in Gratifylog Condition.

| The Firancial Chronicle, of New
York, briefily analyzes the anneal report
of the Union Pacific Rallroad Company,
saying, among other things:

While possession of the Union Pacific
man iine was tmken Februdry 1, 188 and
of the Kansas Paclfie lines on April 3,
1628 |t was not until the late fiscal year
that the work of weldlng logether these
parts of the system with the Oregon
Shor: Line and the Oregon Raillroad &
Navigation Company war completed. The
report 1p In follo form, and embruces &
pages of matter. being especlally compra-
honsive as regards all the financial de-
talls

A recital of o few fgures will make
clear what has been done, On July 1 1858,
the extent of rond opersted was only 1638
miles. A year later, on July I 188, the
total owned had heen malsed to 2255 miles
through the acquisition of various pleces
of road belonging to the former Unlon
Pacific sywtem. In the 11 months &m-
braced In the present report, the com-
pany. as already stated completed its
hoid on the Oregon Short Line and the
Oregon Rallroad & Navigation Company.
Incduding these (wo companles and a
number of smaller piecer of road bullt or
socquired during the 1 months, the aggEre-
gate mileage ovned June 3, 1900, was (el
mile. It should be stated that the Unlon
| Pacific's ownerdhip In the Oregon Jhart
Line and Oregon Navigatinn extends not
only to the stocks of these companies but
te the Income bomda of the fArst-men-
tioned company. - Of the noome A and
the income B bonds of Lhe Oregon Short
Lines 322004000 have been lusued but only
IHL00 reroain outstanding in the hands
of the public. Of the Oregon Short Line
stogk of 27400100, only INES0 remaln»

and of the FE.M000 of common and

#rred stock of the Oregon Ralirond %
Navigation, but §80 ¢ remalns out. Al-
together, of IWLAEIN of income bonds
and.stocks, &11 but FLTTRGE s held either
in the Unlon Pacific treasury or in the
treasury of one of the other companies.

In one other aspact the proaperity
wiich the rejuvanated property Iln enjoy.
ing 15 to be viewsd with great satisfac-
tom. It will be remembered that in the
msttlement with the Unlted States very
hard terms were exacted by the Govern-
ment. In the case of Union Pacifie maln
fine the fall principal of the subsidy in-
debtedness, together with all arrours of
interest, had t0 be pald, and In the case
of the Kansas Paclfic, the Government
recovered very lttie less than that. The
reorganizars had no aiternative but to me-
copt the ssvers condMtions foreed upon
them and there was considerable mis-
giving as to whether the property woula
be able to carry with ease the bordens
thereby Imposed. Fortunately good crops
and reviving trade have helpedd to make
the task eanler than it otherwise would
have been. Btill more fortunately, a wine
and farsighted policy has been pursued
in the management of the property. It
was recognized that very large amounts
would have to ba spant in pdding ta the
efliclency and capacity of plant and equip-
ment.  Not omly would the wvolume ot
business have to be Increased, but at
the same time the road must be placed In
econdition to move the teaffic at a dimin-
ishing unit of cost. What is belng done
to that #nd In ane direction i Indicated
by a Ifttle table given In the report sst.
ting out the extensive work of grade re-
vislions which have been undertaken on
the main line. Or we might refer to the
fact that during the late year alone al-
most nine milllon doliars ($RI77.406) was
mpent for betterments, !mprovements and
new equipment by the thres companion.
ths monay belng provided either from
purpius earnings or from cash In the
treasury,

SENATOR FROM ILLINOIS.

Oullom Is Quite Confidemt That He
Will Sncoeed Himaselfl.

WASHINGTON, Nov. H.—~When the
Banate nd)oumned last June there waas ons
member of that bedy who was very un-
sary about his own prospects, and that
was Benator Shelby M. Cullom, of Illinols
Semator Cullom iy a candidate for Te-
olaction before the [ilinols BState Lagis.
lature,’ which meets next January, but 11;
belng opposed by lwo men prominent
his own party, Governor Tanner and Rep-
resentative Cannon, Senator Cullom was
in Waak recemtly, and expressed
confidence in his ability to carry the Leg-

these At oy

t factor in

tions, and his antagonism to Senator Cal-
lom i not of a slight fegres. In faot
be fs after Cullom's senlp, and will use
every offort to bring about the defeat of
the senlor Benator from Tilinols. Them,
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CHANNEL TO ILWACO

Plan to Remove Sand With
Bowers Dredge.

0. R. & N. CO. IS FIGURING ON COST

Deep Wuter Will Shorten Time Be-
tween Portland mad Tiwace
Very Materially,

If it ean be ascertalned that the trafic
will Sustify the probable expense of the
proposed improvement, the Oregon Rall-
road & Nayigation C y will deep
the chanpel abutting on Sand Island, be-
tween Astoria and Ilwaco, Plans are
now being consldered o make the {m-

An Asserilon of the Right of the In-
dividual teo Do as He Plonses.

PORTLAND, Nov. B.—(To the Editor.)—
—Reading the editorial nots In
day’s lesue of The Oregonian on the
suit of the trial at Oregon City of a

7

PRODUCT OF MINES

Increase Last Year Most Not--
abie in History of Nation.

REPORT OF GOVERNMENT BUREAU

Unprecedented Asctivity and Ad-
vaseed Values Marked Everr
Branch of industry ia 1868,

WASHINGTON, Nov. 3.—David T, Day,

Chilef of the Divislon of Mining and Min-
eral Rasources, of the United Btates Geo-
logienl Burvey, has completsd the annual
wammary of the mineral production of the
United Btates from 180 to 189, inclusive.
The total value of all the minsmis pro-

UNCLE SAM’S BATTLE-SHIPS.

TYPFE OF THE FLOATING FORTS FOR THE NEW NAVY.
Thia i an acouraie represintation of ofe of (he fAve glant battle-akips now baing copstrucisd for the Nayy of the United States,

& dntalled description of which was recently given to Oregonlan resdwrs,
Other nation In the worid
Its lemgth on lpad-water lime bs 435 fee: and extreme bremdth st losdewnter line 76 feet 10 Inghes.

mittediy more powerful than that of any

This enormous and

Ri

In ad-

tnv ihi teel-ciad fighting

It has = displacement exceed-

Ing 15,000 thne, with & mean draft at displacempent of about 34 feet. The greatest draft with full load will be sbout 20 et
The apeed of (his shenthed and coppored fioating citadel will be at Jeasi 10 knots and l» likeiy conniderably to smeeed that figure. It
I peopelied by twin serews driven by two (our-cylindss (riple-expansion enginea of about 19,000 horsepower, having & strake of four feel
and running, under contiiluns of maximum speed, at 120 revolutidhe per mintie.
It will carry four 12-loch guns 40 calibesy in eogth, elght S-inch gume 43 calihers In length, & brosdsile of twelve f-insh rapid-fire
Fune twalve l4-pounders and tweive B-pounders. In the two lower Lops will be four automatie 1-pounders, amd in the upper tops four

ungie-shot 1 { The i
< Twe metsrml of conftroetion &
is electric Are-proated.

‘ot e higheec

are spacially fitted to admit of an immanes suaply of ammunitbon 8 !
qunify “aT stedt Woof I stmefely el in fis, vessel, und what s slsdiuiedy necessary

All these abips will bé Aagehips, carrying 8 crew sach of one fiag officer, one chisf of staff, 3 wardroom officers, 12 junior officers,
10 warrant cfieers and 03§ crew acd marines Lhs grand total being 70X

provement st an early date, 1 It cin be | Christian Science Eéaler, 1t occurred to | duced during the Iast eaiendar yesr

done at reasonuble com, as the company
is figuring on the resulis.

With a Bowers dredge it would be o
short Job to clenn out e channel, but
it would be expenslve lo smecure wuch a
dredme to do the work, while u szall
bucket affalr would, of neccessity, make
alow progress. Now that thls company
owns the Liwaco Rallrond, 1t s Its Inten-
tion materinlly to Improve the service, 20
that boats apd tralns wiil run on prompt
sohedule time. Un account of the ob-

structiont In the channel at Sand Island, |
which marks the Hne oo onq side, boals |

schisduled to leave Portland during the
pist season mt 010 AL aften wanltest
until 230 #0 ns o siriks this part of the
channel st & high tide
culty was often experienced with the
bosts leaving here Batunday afternoai,
sometimes having to wult an hour or two
hours at Sand Island for a high tide. Wiith
the channe! deepened us proposed. boats
will be enabied 1o pass through at any
stag=, and with the contemplated improve-
ments to the steamer Potter, It will be
poxaible to make the trip from Portland
to Hwaco in @4 hours.

Complaint s made that the numerous
flshtraps in close proximity to the chan-
mel add matsrially In causing W o ol
with sand. However, the law s atrictiy
anforeed sgalnst tha location of Msh-
traps within the boundnives of the chan-
nel

Visitors to Loang Beach will appreciate
conditions that will enable them to reach
that seaside resort without vexatious de-
lays by mall or steamer, or ba annoyed
by the thought that there is danger of
not being able to reach one's business in
the city at o stated thme
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BETTER AMMUNITION NOW

014 Hanter Surprised at Improve-
ments In Shotgums.

One of the old-time boys who used to
E° hunting 40 years ago with an old fiimt-
lock musket was watching the process
of leading shells In an ammunition store
Saturday. Hea noticed the mmall charge
of powder and the thres wads placed on
top of I, end then the charge of shot
with nothing but a thin paper wad pinced
on top of that, and after a time he began
to ask gquestions. He found that ths
firet wad placed on the powder was of
blotting paper. to absorb any molsture
that might be In the powder, and that
the other two were tough feit wads to push
the shot out of

down the barrel of the old muskat snd
thers some paper pushed down after I
This was rammed dowa till It was »0
soild that the (rom ramrod would re
bound out of the barrel, the gunner al-
ways having In mind the old saying:
A youar and looss your
shot; you're sure to kill dead om the
spot.” ‘Then a Uberal handful of shot
was down the barrel and a pleca
of paper pushed guutly down on top of It,
not infrequently ths shot was joat
out before ARy FAME Whs Sean 10 fire atl.
The fiintlock was a source of mofe or
leas trouwble. Sometimes the
would leak out apd sometimes it
get wet. and at other times the Rint
would noet strike fire, and It was oflen
nocessary to mnap sevetal times bafore
the gun would go off. When guna using

A similar 4im- |

me thaf the writer overlooked one very
Important factor. which undoubtedly s |
the cause of the oft-repeated disagree- |
ments of jurtes o such mattors, Indeed, |
It would seem that such actlon on the
part of juries. wherever such casgs had
been: tried, is due chiefly o the deep con- |
vietdon that a patient has an undenible
right to be treated by any practitioper
of whatsoever systom of heallng thnt ex-
ists under the sun. This is but In nccord
with what Is known as the law of equal
freedom, which in Spencerian phraseol-
ogy, Is reduced to the {ollowing proponal-
ton: “"Hvery man has freedom to 'do all
that ha wills, provided he Infringes not
the equal freedam of any other man.”
Bocial Staties, chapter 4, sectlon 1 edl-
tion 1881.) No system of equity has any
Justic: for ita foundation uniess it be in
vonformity with this first principle of so-
cla! relgtlonship. :

It 14 becans= of this that the consist-
ent jurymnn daes not find it possibic to
convict every one whom the medical (ta-
ternity sees Nt to prosecute, J furthes-
more venture Lo declire here that, were
It posmible for every one of any ast ot
12 men const‘tuting a Jury in such cuses |
to act consmiatently. they would certalnly
arguit such dJdefendants of any charge
brought against them by the promoters
of some parficular schoo! striving for
supremucy. The sooner a jury acts upan
such lnes of consistency. Instead of fol-
lowing the expedieney muperstition, the
snoner will the alrendy overburdened tax-
payera be freea from n useiess expense
of promoting the private Interests of any
par<eular profersinn. Unfortunately, it .|
Is the hiardest thing In the world to d4l-
vest oneself of the many popular super-
stitlona, and, Indeed, It were befter If
our law-making bodles had confined them-
eelves to legldlation of a geneéral charac-
ter .nntead of plilng up swoh an endlens
and lerly mass of special legislation
and then leave it to courts, juries and
luwyers to fAight 1t out.

In a paternal system of governmant.
where the state.is everything and the In-
Adtvidual but a producer of revenus for it
to faed upon, thers may be sofme axcuse
tor such special lagislation; but in & sy
tem of government organised and main-
talnad by the Individuals constituting the
state for the purpese of protecting ecch
one In his Inalispable rights, every one,
as well as every school of sclence and
Industry, must stand upon his own mer-
its, such ns these are. Any effort on the
part of a leglalative body to ald by les-
isliative snactments any school or indus-

amounted to 357,005 048, againat 307,500,790
i, I8, An Increase of INS1SA 0 or prac-
tically & per cent. This increase waa
tho mo#t notable in the history of the

| mineral industry, the provious largest in-

ereass being from 188 to 1885, when the
value advanced about 15 per cent, The
production from 180 to 128 has excesded
F900,000,000 in every yoar, except two, the
panie yeurs of 183 and 188. The averfige
yearly producticn from 164 to 188 Inclu-
Blve, was §61%3%5 510, making the produce
tion In 1830, $357.722 (36, or & per cent In
excsey of the avarnge for that perind.
The gredtest incroase in 1550 was In the

| value of the plg-lron product, which in-
| erehsed Lo R4, or about 1O per cont

aver IS The enoimuus Increase wus
due to the phenomenal demand, and high
prices. The increase in coal production

| added over MA,000,00 or 23 per cent to the

188 value Capper Incressed nearly 0,-
000,000 pounds In quantity and over $2,-
e in value, the ruling prices being
highor than for a pumber of years past.
Crude petroleum advanced pearly $30,500.-
@, or about 4 per cent, due prinelpally
to advanced prices, the production in-
creasing lesa than 4 per cent. The value
of the natural gas consumed In 1589 in
placed at & lttie over $20,000.000, ngainst
35500000, due entirely to the higher prices
charged. An ifcrease of about 10 per cent
or from A 48000 In Ixon to $71060,400 in
1859, is shown In goid production. The
profduction of silver ahowed a very small
Incrense. Lend production decreased @
per cent, but increased over $2,000,00 in
value, Bpelter Incronsed to LIH48 short
tons, valued at JILTILSM. The building-
stone Industry Increased nearly §8,000,000,
The total value of the metallle product
in 1886 was 27,2808, an incresss of 54
per cent. Nenmetallle product increassd
1 per cent to 1ML Every year
aince IS8 to 188 inclusive the vaiue of the
nonmetallle pr lon has 3 the
metallle, but in 159 the metallle exceeded
by $75,50000. A chamge of nearly 350,000,
000 occurred In tha relative values be-
twesn 1598 and 108

Unprecedented motivity and , advaned
values, the report says, were shown in
nearly svery branch of the mining Indus-

try during 188
]

CONCERNING SHADE TREES

Fariows Views of Clilsens on Thelr
Destrability.

There should be

#tate Legisinture for the purposs of as-
certalning thelr atiltude toward political
primary reform Indieats almost a unan-
imous sentiment in favor of such reform,
and many of them unfesitatingly pledge
themselves to vots for a law for direct
nominations in primaries and abandon-
ment of the present system of delegates
and emventions.—Wasco News

The sverage voter is Intensaly weary of
the dominton of the bosses, intsnsely
weary of having mo volce in the selection
of his party nominees, intensely wemry
of having the shadow without the sub-
atance of the right to vots for the man
who he thinks best fitted for office. This

law s designed to give him a
rest. When he goes (nto a primary elee-

tion beoth, he will for once, at lsast, |

actually assist in pominating candidates
for office” without wire-pulling, chicanery
or compulsior, For a brief moment he
will be himself a party dloctator, and the
simple anticipation of the bliss of such
momsats s what inspires a general de-
mand for the law. The present system

of primaries and eonventlons s whelly |

unsatisfactory, and any changs will be
Benartily welcomed, —Prineville Joumal.

re (= & movement aon foot to provide,

the coming sasston of the Lagislature,
for primary reform, so that nominstions
may be made at the primaries. Tho object
is to endeavor to do away, 1o a great ex-
tent, with the opportunities for boas rule
and crooked work and chicanery in the
selection of candidatea. It is not to be
disputed that the nearer the voter ia to
the nominations and the less machinery

is to defeat his wishoa by placing mes in
nomivation whom he dosas nol desire

Ten " Tha by & eneveatih oF slettors,
'ten. wha U"F-' “of sleetors,
who might vote for whoever they

The people were presumed o eloct the
electorn, who should dlect the President.
In form and thesoretically, the present
plan follows the same line, but practioal.
1y the pecple vole to elect a President
and deo not o~onsidel the electora. The
least poasible machinery thers in the hot-
ter the voters will be satisfled—Grant's
FPass Courler.

T..c statute books may be loaded down
aith laws for regulating nominations,
and the reform will be slight untf] the
voters begin to take more Intersst In
politien, The only effectual reform must
orlginate with the voters. When they
vense to llsten to the meductive persus-
sion of ofMce-scakers and turn out en
mansse to primary elections. whers they
can expreas thelr cholee of delegatos
who have the intérest of the community,
instead of the ambition of the candidates,
at beart, than there will be a reform.
Untl voters tear themselves away from
the Influence of oMee-saekers and design-
ing poMticians, until every voter In the
Innd takes Interest In matters pertaining
to the nomination of the right kind of
men for office, there la Mitle use 10 poss
laws for purifying primary elections —
Dalles Times-Mountaineser,

With worthy objert and commendable
enterprize, The Oregonlan la endeavoring
te galn an expression from the state's
solons concerning slection reform and dl-
rect primary nominations, Nearly all the
members of the next Legislature whe
have respondsd will apparently favaor
some pricticabile law In this dirsction,
but the men who make poiitics & busi-
ness, and who seak to control convens
tona and legisintures, will probably en-
deavor to sldetrack any“stich measure.
An election law that will Incrense the
power of the plain voter and discourage
party bosslam will {inevitably promots the
public good. A majority of the people la
seldom mistaken |n ite judgment of men
and measures, while the average hoss
eannot be credited with much political
sagneily except In the furtherance of hia
own ulterior ends. That volers would
willingly rid themaseives of the boss s
shown by s striking object-lesson In Ume-
tilla County. Last June most of the
Democratic candidates for county offices
wore slacted by overwhelming majorities,
while this November Presidsnt McHin.
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PROTEST OF NO AVAIL

Government Will Bulld Saw-
mill at Port Orchard.

LUMBERMEN WILLED OTHERWISE

Onily Padlic Ends Will Be Sabserved,
and Private Corporations Wil
Suffer No Competition.

WASHINGTON, Nov, IL—The lumber
interwata on the PFacific Coast becames
very much Interested over a recomumen-
dation contained In the estimate of Ad-
miral Endicotr, chief of the Bureau of
Yarda and Docks, for the construction
of & sawmill at the Puget Bound nsval
satlon. Petitions of nearly ail the jum-
ber manufucturers along the Coast have
been received at the Navy Departmaent,
protasiing against the establishment of
such & sawmill. After mature conshiars-
ton of the matter, [t has been fousd
that the sawmill proposed ls one such ae
i neowwsary and used In nearly every
naval station and navy-yand 1o the United
Biates,

Admiral Hlchborn, chief constructesr of
the Navy, han been irying for some time
to make armangements for the repalr of
ships at the drydock on Puget Sound.
Many requests have been recwived from
the Senators and repressatative business
men on Fuget Sound asking that shipe
be repalred thess, and more attention be
pald to this as an active mavy-yard. In
pursusnce of this desire, It was found
that & sawmill was necessary, and It was
recommended, not only by Admirel Bn-
dicott, but also by Admiral Hichborn,
this sawmill being nocessury if any work
of Importasuce is 0 be done upon the
Sound.

Ia reply to the protests Admiral Hich-
born sald, when the matter was referred
to him:

“it s peo to construct a sawmill
smliar to those installed and now in mct-
ive operation at all other nuvy-yards, foe
the purpose of resawing timbers into the
dimenasions needsd In repalr work, and
getting out special timbers. It {w pot the
Intention of the Government to compets
with private corperations in the many.
facture of lumber, but on the other hand
thesu corporat’ona should be encouraged,
Lumber will be mandfactured from the
log direct only when special timbers or
planking are needed which cannot be fur-
nizshed by private corporations. or when
such corporations refuse to Md. A well-
equipped sawmill s, in the oplalon of
the bureay, neceasary to the prompt ana
sconormical repalr work at this statfon.'™

Of course, such s decixion practically
sefiles nll comtroversy, as It Is shown
that, instead of being & disadvaninge to
the manulacturers of lumber on the Pa-
clfic Coast, It is for thelr benefit, as lum-
er mawed by these big concerns will be
found necessary In tha repalr of shipe.
The practical work of the sswmill will

| be to cut up the lumber Into small pleces,
that Intervenes. the leas possibility thers |

and into much shapes and lengths as
necessary in repalring shipe.

President E M. Herrick, of the Pacifio
Pine m. L L
Baoretdry of the
in wiich he said:

“Wa are ushed to submit to your Bos-
orable self the inclosed petitions of lum-
ber manufuacturers against the construc-
tion by the Unlied Btates Government at
the Port Orchard navy-yard, on Puget
Sound, of & sawmill for the manufacture
of lumber direct from the log, same being
from ona sach: The Gray's Harbor ana
contiguous dlstrict, the Puget Bound dis-
trict, Columbia River and  tributaries,
manufactyrers of plne lumber representied
st San Francisce, manufasturers of red-
wood lumber represented at Ban.Francls-
o0, all of whith, we trust, will have fa-
vorable action at the bands of your de-
partment.”™

The petition to which Mr. Herrick refors
indicates that the petitioners had an en-
tirely wrong conception of the proposi-
tion, and thought that the Governmant
wis going into the manufastura of lum-
ber on a4 large scale. It was evon assert-
ed that the byproducts of the sawmill
were (o be placed upon the marksd
which would be to the Injury of the Jlum-
ber manufacturers genecslly along the
Pacific Coast. As a matlter of fact, the
sawmiil which will be placed at the Port
Orehard navy-yard will be only of small
oeapacity, and could Interfere but wery
slightly with other sawmilia, eves f It
went into the manufacturs of lumber for
the market on a large scale. Of course,
thers ia no such Intention, and It will not
manufacture Tumber save for the pur-
pases of the station.

Tha petitioners from the Columbia Riv-
er oountry are: The Ensterm Lumber
Company, the Wentern Lumber Company,
Albina Lumber Company, Jones Lumber
Company, Paclfic Export Lumbesr Com-
pany, Portland Lumber & Manufacturing
Cuompany, all of the City of Portiand:
the Bridal Vell Lumbering Company, of
Hridal Vell; the DBooth-Keily Lumber
Company, of Eugene; the Grand Ronlds
Lumher Company, of Perry; E. B Desn
& Co., of Coom County; Truckes Lum-
ber Company, of Tillamook: the Clatsop
Milllng Company. of Astorie, and the
H8impson Lumbesr Company, of Oregon
and Washington., All the manufacturing
conoorns along Puget Sound with offices
at Tacoma, Sesttle, Everett, and manu~
fasturing plants in wvarious portions of
the Htate of Washington, joined in the
protest, showing that there was & great
deal of Interest manifested In the
sition of the Government to estabilah
propossd sawmill at the Port Orchard
navy-yard

Proteation to Fruit Trees.
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