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EEVISED SUBBCKIPTION RATES,
By Mall ipestnge jrepaill, !s Advanee—

tortn or Tacoma, But if It comes t0
Portland with a cargo, It will load here.
A big city here will bring mobe CRI-
goss and secure more ships,
———————

One of the dlshesrtaning aspects of
Portland’s present sltuation s the de-
morallzed siste of the business ele-
ments ia their attitude toward the rall-
roads. The Northern Pacific 1s exerti-
ing itself strenucusly to get wheat to
Tecoma. It has bulit !mmense wWare-

:: | houses there, which it rents to Portland

. Dmaty, per waek. deliversd Sundays szospied 1bc
Dally, per week, delivered, Sandays incluled 3o

POFTAGE RATER

Untted Btaten, Cacada snd Mexico:
E‘l B-pagy parer ...
to paper
' Porsign rates double,
Mewn or Alsrpmiom intended for pablicatios
_#n The Oregenisn should be sddressed invaris-
By “Bitor The Cregontan,” pot te the zame
Of Any iodivMasl, Letters relating to advertis.
ing, sslecriptictna or to any business matisr
oild be addremasd strply “The Oregouias ™
Pugst Sound Purssu—Captals A, Thompeon,
"o Al 111 Pactfic avenue, Tecorma flox 083,
FPostofes
Eastern Taricess (ifce The Tribune bulld-
; “The Nockery.” Chicego;
th specis! agency, New Yok
For sale f2 Ban Fraocless by J. K. Cooper,
T8 Macket sirvet. near tha Falace Hotei; Oold-
smith Broe, 23 Sotier strest; F. W. Pltia
p J008 Murket wireed; PFoster & Ovear, Farry
wiand
mis in Los Angsies by B F, Ganiner,
Bo. Bpring stroet, and Oliver & Haines 304
street
In Ommate by B . Sheam, 308 M
stresl, and Barkalow Bﬂl-_l’l’
Wirest
In Bali Laks by the Salt Lakes News
Beconad Socth sirest
i Mew Oricans by Eroest & Co.
Lies B
fle In Washingten, D. ¢, with A W.
000 34 N W,
sals in Dienver, Cole. by Hamilton &
Eenlirick, DO0-VIT Seventh strmet
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TODAYT'S WEATHER. - Oeacasiosal rain and
wooler, with scutberly winds.

PFORTLAND, THUNSDAY, XOV. 1L

What is the heart of the “common-
Ppoint™ prohlem, and what are only ita
Jimbe and outward flourishes, geems as
fmpossible of decision as harmony
among antagonistic rallroads ls of at-
talnment. Nearly everything that Mr.
Hammond's cpponents contend for he
dismisses og beside the question, and
they, on ithe other hand, declare that
none of his arpuments are pectinent if
0 be 1t s cheaper 1o carry wheut down
the river by water than by mil 1t is
evident that nelther of these extreme
positions can recelve general support.
it each slde of
strong polat, that does not pecessarily
snable either controversialist to ellm-
fonts all but his sirong point from the
discussion. 17 It is true, as Mr. Ham-
snond alléges, that “‘common-polnt™
Fates would at once ot many lumber
mills In motion throughout the now
pllent woods of Western Oregon, it is
BO Answer to (his o prove that water
transperiation is cheaper than rall, 12,
on the other hand, Portland owes lts
prasent and s future commercial eml-
mEtics 16 un open river to the sem, it In
no answer to the demand for greater
Gepth to say that Mr. Hil §s bullding
ships w0 large that nine-tenths of the
worid's harbors cannot be entered by
them.

It t» the railroad man's business to

parmuade a community that liw Interesty |

are bLelng Jealouely puardesd by him
and that his road deserves the people’s
support. That is one of the things he
i hired to do. And it Is the business
of the community, not slavishly to fol-
Jow or blindly to antagonize the varl
ons rallroads that serve it The feld In
ene where disorimination s Hitle exer-
elsed, but greatly need=d, 8o long as
& rallrosd s serving the Interests of &
town, It should be commended. When
4t begins te work agsinst those inter-
asta, it should be resisted. The South-
orn FPacific has often shown evidences
of a policy to makes its Oregon llnes

expease. No joyal Portland man ahould
be mbie to ihink of this policy without
reseniment. Hut the So orn Pacific
kas been dolng a noble wo in promod-
ing our lumber and dalry Interests, and
for this It deserves enthusiastle eom-
magdation. The Northern Pacific has
done a great deal for Partland (n many
ways, and the eontrary can be
shown 1t i entltled to credlt for such
favoers nnd equal privileges as it ex-
tends here (n splie of ita Puget Bound
iateresis: but it nesd expect no paticnce
here for whatever it o In seeling
to divert Por 1's husiness to Puget
Bound, whether through differentials on
Eraln or indwooment o fx;u,:.-rlerl ]
move there.

untll

a

Mr. Hammond bas done a great deal
for this section. He has invested mil-
Yone here, added greatly to the tax-
paying wealth of the state, orested em-
ployment for hundreds of persons, Brst
and last, and has acquired lasge tracts
of fine timber which he may reason-
ably be ecxpecticfl to begln sawing up
when he condilions favorable
Men that 4o this are not proper sub-
Jecta for persecution, Hut in 80 far as
Bia presen. contentionas are dirested
mpsinst improvement of the river chan.
nEls, or in disparagement that wvital
tlement In the Mver's supremacy, he
fan expert nelther eco-apsEration noe
approval. When be and his friends un-
dertake to say that to abandon the
Fiver and transfer Portland's ocean-
polng commerce 1o Astorls would be a
galn rather than & loss to the olty and
Btate, they maks a propoaltion they can
emly expect to be recelved] with lncre-
dulity, and one the burden of whose
proot lies entirely upon them.

" ——————

Ands

of

WWhat Portiand wants may or may
Bot be what any one of those dlaagree-
Ing mailroads wants, The two things
odrtiin are that we want the river kept
open and the country develaped, Next
to the work on the channel the bhest
thing golng on in Oregon today s the
Immense undertaking the O, R, & N,
I pursuing n opening up Eastern Ore-
£on o branch lnes, to miners, to lum-
ber mills, to profitable agriculture, to
ftruit-drying, to immigration. Thia sort
of work must be pursued in every quar-
fer of the state. If Mr. Hammond is
anxious to do this in Wenters Oregon,
Be i deserving of mll sympathy and
Al and If the O. R & N. Is needlessly
resisting his desires because |1 will not
ghare in the Increased prosperity of ter-
Fitory ssrved by the Bouthern Pasifie
snd the Asteris & Columbla River
Nbes, right thers s where |ts Interests
part company with Portland's inter-
ety because we must have more peo-
e tu ke state and more Aourishing in.
Sustries In the siate In order to have
& prowing city and seaport at Port-
ndl A ship coming to thin Coast in

" pmliasi might load indiferently ai As-
L

the controversy has one |

exporters st nominal figures, and I is
| going 1o bulld more. It has withdrawn
|the Wallula arrangement on wheat,
and s threatening to withdraw It on
merchandiss, President Mellen openly
sdvocates transfer of Portiand's graln
business to Astoria, and one of his sub-
ordinate officials sald frankly that the
Northern Pacific must dp more for s
Puget Bound connections and less for
Portiand. Now, who is to blamas for
this? Nobody here seéms (0 Know, no-
boly seems Lo omre. It Is charged Lhat
the Northern Paclfic s hostlle to Port-
land, but President Mellen's contention
is that he Is forced to these actions by
the poilcy of the O, R & N, It asks
him exorbitant charges, he sayw, for
handling cars at Albins, for swilching
across the Portland bridge. for trackage
facilities down the Columbia to Port-
land, and is in every way preventing the
Northern Pacific from doing the busi-
ness with Portland he would like to do,
because 1t wants to mopopolize its Beld.
The business men of Portland are con-
tent to mee this thing go on without try-
tng to remedy 10, or without an effort to
find out who !s the real offender. All
that The Oregottlas oan do In the mal-
ter is to print all the Information it can
g=t hold of and endeavor to drmaw at-
tention t 1. This it s doing day by
day, in the face of some difficulties and
no little opposition. It does not wanl
to see this community hoodwinked by
any rallrond or worsted In any contest
with a rival by reason of its business
men's inattention or dlsagreemonts,
We bave many partisans of ratlroads
here. Let us bave a few more partl-
sans of the town.

DEGENERATE POLITIOS,

Vermont has been a Prohibition state
for pearly fif{y years, and yet her pres-
ent polities sre described 0 us nse
drunken and corrupt beyond those of
lany New Engiand state. H. Henry
| Powers, for ten years Ropresentative
trom the First District of Vermont, wWas
& candidate fGr re-eleotlon, but was
beaten by "a perfectly unscrupulous
and slippery politiclan,” named D. J.
| Foster. Judge Powers had been six-
teen years on the Supreme Bench of
the siate when he was slected to Con-
gress. He had served in both branches
of the Btate Legislature, and had Leen
Speaker of the House. HMis ten yvears of
safvice In the House had been both
able and honorable, and yet he was Je-
feated for re-glection by methods that
would not be tolerated on the Pacifie
Coast. Fuoster Is an obscure lawyer, po
ex-Prohibitlon demagogue, and his can-
| vaes ls described as "an orgy of rum,
| money and falsehood." Five hundred
Democrats, non-votérs and bpon-resi-
dents, carried the caucus for him in
the iargest community In hin district,
Buriington, a place of some 10,000 peo-
ple, the seat of the State Unlversity.

The recent struggle for the sucsss-
sion 10 the Unlted States Benatorship,
which ended In the cholce of ex-TOgver-
|mor Dillingham, owed {ta foriunate
ier.cﬂr.: to the fact that the Democrats
of the Houre preferred 1o help elect
the very best Republican In tha sisle
rather then flock by themselves and
| ereate a deadlock which might #nd In
| the cholce of an unworthy candidate
The leading competitor of Governor
Dillingbam was General Willlam W,
Grout, who had ssen pighiteen years'
| vervice as Representative of the Second
| Vermont Congressional District. Grout
| had been preparing to succeed Maorrill
|ms Unlied Siates Ssnator for Afieen
| yesrs. He is & rich man, and he used
He
| had hired agents all over ths state ac-
tively at work for mapny months. He
| spent money with cavouses In many
towns. Where he could not carry the
| pomination of & Grout Republican he
did his best to divide the- Republican
vole and Lo secure the eleciion of a
Democtat. The Goverpor of the state,
who Is president of the Central Ver-
mont Raliroad, refused to appolnt Dii-

ingham to fill the vacancy caused by ]

Morriil's death, and Jduring the can-
vass tha! ended In the cholee of ITHlling-
ham by the Leglsinture the lleutenants
|of the Governor hitterly opposed his
| election. Genersl Grout used his best
efforts to the same end. IMillagham
spent no money, made a clean, honora-
bls canvass, told no les, and made no
promises. The Republican vole was dl-
vided on the first ballot In the Jolnt as-
sombly botween Dillingham, Grout,
Ross, Prouty and Haselton. Dilling-
ham obtained a piuraiity, but his clec-
tion was only finally assured by the
fact that the supporters of Roegs and
Prouty and the Democratic sontingent
preferred him to Grout ahd elected him.
With Dillingham 1t wus a case of vie-
tory for clean methoda snd good poll-
| ticn, and In thé case of Powers It waa
b case of defeat for ciean methods and
good politios. In both cases we have
an exhibition of rotten, disreputable po-
| Htlenl methods in & amall primitive,
| stagrant litle inland state, the ldeal
home of steady hablts and pure poll-
tles. The state has no seaport, no large
masufacturing city, llke New Hamp-
'{Hrn. Its population has only increased
| 1000 since 1530, 1t» peaple are mosthy
devoted to agriculture, and yet in this
old New England state we find politics
as rotten and politiclans &5 unscrupu-
|lous as they are in Massachusstis or
| any other state of equal population and
the same number of large manufactur-
ing olties

Tha political consclence s rather
thick-akinned In Oregon, but Repubil-
can caucnses for delegates to Congres-
sfonal nominating canventlons are not
captured here by uan Invasion of 500
Democrals, non-voters and non-rest-
édents. The little Green Mountaln land
of steady bhabits has evidently Erossly
degeneratod from what it was thirty
¥RArs AgO. VWhat has brought this
change about? It is due something to
the fact that forty yea®s ago the best
Vermont young men went West (o
Michigan, Ilinols, Wiscommln, Minne-
sota and the Pacific Coasi, and this
hegira to the Middle West transplanted
all that was best in New England and
left the poorest quality of Vermont
youth behind them. They were elther
the lemst adventurnus or those who,
borm to easy cirrumstances, Wepe sure
to rust out in a lfe of Indolence or
burn out 1o a life of thriftless dismi-
pation.

There s another expianation of the
degencrary of Vermept and

that Is the moral and political paraly-
uls Inflicted upon the state by the de-
basing influence exerclsed for many
years by the Central Vermont Rall-
road ring, which made thelr tools Gov.
ernors, Speakers of the Hoose and
Judgea of the Supreme Court, Tbe pol-
icy of this rallrodd ring was 1o bribe
every prospective candidate for the
Lagisiature with an annual mallroad
pass or A more valuable piéture book
when he demanded more than the
market price for hls Influence near and
far. Fifteen years of this kind of rail-
road ring dominstion in a small, poor
state utterly demoralized Its polities,
and the resull weas a breed of small,
mean pailtical’ rubber-necks whose ac-
tion was nothing but the obsequious
execution of the will of a rallroad cor-
potation. A young man, who wanted
to thrive In public life. soon lemrned
that he must veice the will of the rail-
road ring and wear lis gag upon his
lipa. The ring made the Governors, Lhe
Judges, for fifteen to twenty years, and
drove Into political obscurity or exile
every man who declined to hecome a
corrupt ally or an obsegulous ool The
degeneracy of Vermant's political
methods Is consenquent upan the fight
of her best young men to the Middle
West and the Pacific Coast forty years
ago, and, the subsequent moral and
spiritual malaria diffused throughout
the state by the Central Vermant Rail-
road ring.

THE CLAMOR FORt CROKER'S HBAD,

The New York Sun announces that
the campaign has already begun (o
free the great city of New York from
the brutal, filthy, indecent and dishon-
eat domination of Richard Croker, and
as standard-bearer of thim great revolt
the Sun nominates 8Beth Low for the
next Mayor of Greater New York. The
Bun objects to the nomination of Con-
troller Chler as the antl-Tammany can-
didate for Mayor of New York CIty
next Autumn, on the ground that Coler
In 1584 and 190 took the stump for
47-cent dollars, hauling down the Amer-
lean flag and undermining the Integ-
rity of the United States Supreme
Court. The Sun favors Seth Law, but
would be willing to support ex-Secre-
tary Falrehild, or such an eminent
Democrat as John D. Crimmina The
New York Tribune is equally prompt In
urging an immediate organizaiion of
all the antl-Tammany forces In both
partles to unhorse Croker. The Tam-
many Chief of Pollce has Insulted the
managers of the Episcopal Church Mis-
sion; has ordered the police to Antago-
nize the eleclion laws of the state, and
Croker has incited violence and orime nt
the polls, and never has been o brutal
and insolent in his tyranny as this year,
The New York Evening FPost can al-
ways be trusted 1o make merciless war
upon Tammany, and the New York
Times sayn:

The decent people of this community must at
pace begin wilh stern resolution thelr prepara-
tismn to cleanss the city of the pollutlon ef
Croker. Wa oan po longer put up with that
man.

It Is clear that Croker will have the
fight of his life cn his hands next No-
vember, for faliure to elect his candi-
date for Mayor would mean his extinc-
tion m= a significant political Agure.
There Is not the slightest doubt that
Croker could be defeated by & unlon of
| all the antl-Tammany voters 'in both
| parties. The only chance of victory for

him lUes in hig abflity to create tha

same dlvislon In the antl-Tammany
forces that prevalled when Beth Low
and Genera! B. F. Tracy divided the
reform wvote and secured the success of

Tammany. It is clear today that Bosa

Piatt s determined not to accept Con-

trofller Coler as the Democritic anti-

Tammany candidate, just as he refused
tosupport Beth Low agalnst Van Wyck.
| If this determination should resuit in a
| division of the anti-Tammany vote be-

twoen Coler and the “Boss™ Piatt
| antl-Tammany candldate, why, then,
| Boss Croker would be llkely to elect his
Mayor and remaln in power.

The strength of Croker cannot be cor-
rectly measured by the fact that the
majority for Bryan in Greater New

munieipal contest Croksr can reckon
on the financlal assistance of many rich
citizens and great corporations that
have been Inflexibly hostile to Bryan,
Corporstions which desire Hiegal and
unjunt privileges from the city govern-
| ment; corporations whose business de-
pends upon a genercus Interpretation
or perversion for their benefit of publie
franchises, will be sure to lJabor for the
perpetuation of a corrupt munictpal
government under Croker. No Ilncon-
siderable part of the money power of
New York City will be behind Croker In
his fight for hizs head. The arganized
influence of vice and crime will be be-
hind him, and he cannot be beaten ex-
cept by uniting ail elements of opposi-
tlon upon & singie candidate. Bosa
Piatt does not favor Seth Low: neither
does he favor Coler; and under these
circumstances It looks very much as if
Piatt's opposition to both Low and
Coler would result In a fatal division
of the anti-Tammany vote,

Tihe enemies of Platt have always
charged him with deliberately desiring
to defeat the ant-Tammany ticket at
the last municlpsl election; with fore-
ing the division of the ant-Tammany
vole because he preferred the rule of
Croker and Tammany to that of Seth
Low. Platt's enemiles today insist that
he dors not care to defeat Croker to
make room for either Coler or Law;
that he would be guite willing to turn
out Croker and Tammany If he eould
| replace them In the municipal govern-
ment with Boss Flatt Republicans, but

that he has no use for & municipal re-
| form government headed by . elther
Coler or Low, or any man, Demotrat
or Repubilean, who Is not & fafthful
partisan of Platt. Mayor Strong was &
Republican, but he refuped to govern
ad & partisan because he had accepted
the support of the Citizens’ party, and
Boss Platt had no use for Mayor
Btrong. There never was a time more
promiising for the organization of an
anth-Tammany party that would be
sure of victory concéntrated In support
of a mingle candidate, hut the chances
are that befars the election next No-
vember Boss Croker and Bosg Platt will
join hands 1o divide and defeat this
anti-Tammany upriging. Croker may
patch up his quoarrel with Coler, who
supported the Croker candidate for
Governor, and in that svent might win
agulnst all opposition

Stallstics of marriage and divoree
collerted throughout the Unlon by Lhe
Federal Commissioner of Labor In 1557
reveaisd that of 338718 divorces granted
in twenty years, J6,176 were granted to
wives and 11358, or only about half
that number, to hushenda, Over $6.000
women wore granted a dvorce for cra-
elty; T5000 for desertion; 13431 dor
druticenness: nearly 3000 for falluce to

York was under 30,000, for In a purely |

the Int of the wife especially
was © Marriage should
regarded like any other contract carry-
ing its own obligations and penalties,
and the commission of one
kind of oftense ought not to be the sole
justification of its dissclution, as 1s the
case in New York. Parents, clergymen
and physiclans ought to use their in-
fluence against the marriage of unfit
or dizreased people, and the ohservance
of marringe should be treated as =&

cl¥ll coniract. The faot |s
that liberal divorce !aws have been &
Blessed release (0 many a woman, who,
upder the old regime, could securc a
divosree for mnothing save asdultery,
There cannot be oo many good mar-
{ rlegen, but liberal divorce laws Aare
necessary to release people worthy of
& bettor fate from the direful moral
conasquences of an ignorsnt, lil-assort-
td marriags that ought never to have
taken place. Women have suffered the
most In the past by bad marriages, and
have profitad most by the enactment of
libaral divoree laws, and unless we
make the absurd assumptlon that
women are more immoral in the mar-
rled state than men, liberal divorce has
beenn & blesging rather than = soclal
bane,

————————tlE

Somehow we had all lost track of
Charley Towne. It will be & rellef to
our Democratic frienda to know that he
has survived the wreck, asd that his
voral ¢hords are unimpaired. Orator
Towne, in a current newspaper inter-
view, expressse his great regret at the
uniimely and unjustified occurrence of
November 8, “I trusted too much,” he
says, “to the theory that a wide diffu-
slon of education and a Jong Inheri-
tance of the world's experience musi
have solved a problem never hitherwo
solved by a uation. Under similar clr-
cumstances, every preceding democracy
In history has done exactly the sama
thing* Just so. Every preceding de-
mocracy was all right as Jong as It re-
fused to Usten to false prophets and
artful demagogues; and thus far we
have done quite well in this young Re-
pubile. It is gratifying to have the tes.
timony ever of & Towne that we know
same things ns well as others.

Mr. Adlal Stevenson's return o pub-
lelty wan ln the nature of A Aying visit,
it gave opportunity for the lnduigence
of garrullty, for which all his life he
has been noted, and which, as s usual
in men thus inelined, Increases with
lage. Ha will Induige thiz facully
hereafter, as s proper, in the privacy
of his bome circle, where excuses can
readily be moade for his maunderings
and they be kept from the more critical
ear of the public. Vale, Adlal! May
vou live to a good old age In the re-
tirement that becomes an old man of
your wild politleal and economic ideas,
secure from Intrusion as from atiempt-
ed mischief.

American admirers of Rudyard EKip-
ling will learn with regret that his
home at Brattleboro, Vi, s on the
market, thus Indieating the purpose of
the owner to abandon permanently this
country as & place of residence. How-
ever, his Yankes neighbors cared lttle
for Kipling as & neighbor, and since
they are satisfled to let him go, the rest
of the country ¢an stand it witheout
feeling any great sense of personal loss,
especially ax his bodks are an sale by
| enterprising publishers and at depart-

ment stores at "cut rates,” bringing
{him, excluslve as he ls, In close touch
with the masses.

The old cannon that were some tme
|ago suppianted by modern guna on
the Boston Harbor defensem were made
up lntely by the Government Into two
Job lota and sold for scrup iron. The
first lot of sixty guns and ffty-one
gun carriages were sold to a Boston
frm for §7000; the sacond lot of ninety-
one guns and sixty-six carriages went
1o & New York firm for $3000, The cost
of the guns originally was $1,500,000, but
having bad their day as guns, they had
to g0 thelr way as metal

The Indifference to the result of the
evloction shown by ex-President Cleve-
land s attributed to the fact that he
has enemies in both parties whose dis-
comfiture he can view with the wtolcism
that becomes a polltieal phillosopher
who has had his day and does not look
for another. These enemles were bound
to ceatch it "a-comin’ or a-goin’,” hance
his wersnity both while the political
storm taged and after its results be-
came known.

The Kalser In using pauper corpses
on which to test Mausers. Here is a
chance for sentimentalism to run rame.
panl. Also for Democrals to talk Im-
pertallsm and militarism. Also for po-
ltleal cranks to apprecinte the virtues
of buresucracy and paternalism.

Thosa sundry Bryanite journals
which never seemed to hear of the en-
couragement lent Aguinalde by Bryan
are no longer deal. They now demand
that McKinley prove the alllance by
immediately conquering the Fillipinos,
Thelr request will be granted,

Bryan 4id his best to convinee the
American people that'they are hard up.
But he may comfori himself with the
solece that where ignorance is bilas "tis
folly to be wisa,

Helease of Pettigraw.
New York Timea,

Among the minor consequences of the
election, not one, perhaps, will give such
general, hesrifait and ablding satisfaction
as the assurance, made abascluta by the
Jster returns from South Dakots, that (he
Bengte of the United States s on Murch 3

nothing more vislen! than contemptuous
silence, by nothing wmore severe than an

tho Senmte, but
ing a Leginlature with a majority of @
egalnat him on Joint ballsl, has mani-
fested ita firm detlermination never to
send him back thers. The self-sacrifice
involved in this shobld be thoroughly ap-
# o “&m'm l”;v‘::;
banjshed from »
probability that Senator Pettigrew wiil
humiliate and dlsgrace Bouth Dakota
with his constant presence. That Is hard,
Indeed. on South Dakots, bux ita herofo
unseifishnens shall not o um
or unsung. Most other states, with an
oppertunity to get rid of o Pettigrew by
tho cheap And easy process of sending
him te the Benate, would have seised the
chanee with peckless huste, South Dake-
ta is Alferent. Bleased be the name of
Bouth Pakota!
Rt e —
Leo and the Century Controversy.
New York Timen.

Testerdny's brief dispatch from Rome,
announcing that aa the midnight separal-
ing December M from January 1 ap-
propches, the pope will eelebrate the last
mass of the contury. is a reminfer of a
controversy which, though of compara-
tively recent date agd by no means with-
out bitterneas, vel came 1o An almost un-
noticed end and is now Quite forgotlen.
We mefer to the dispute as to whether
this is the last year of the nineteenth
contury or the fAirst year of the twentleth,
No reasoming belng with the ability to
count ap to 100 ever had tha alightest
excuse for uncertainty on that question,
and the contention that 120 was the he-
ginning, and not the end of a cenlury
wan grotesquely, obviousiy, almost inde-
ecently absurd and yet ths uncertminty
gxisted and the cantention was mads, not
only by people densely [Hiterate und
therefore in n manfure pardonabdle, buz
aiso by hundreds of persons who ln youth
ware famillar with reading books and
arithmetics, and who had managed to
roach adult age without mny particular
tamiliarity ;with the Intertor of Ilmsane
asyluma. They argued the wrong side ot
the case at draadful length, they Invoked
authorities secular and divine, they wrote
innumorable letters ta the newspapers.
they wonried thelr relatives and allen-
ated thelr friends In desperale efforts to
prove that even if there never was a
yoar @ thare should have been one, ana
that consequently the nineteenth century
had already closed iis accounts and gone
out of business. Whether or not any ona
of these unforiunste and deluded Iludt-
viduals was ever convinced of his or her
error we do nol know; certainly never a
one of them ever sdmitted It If he or she
was, and yet the mounds of battls some-
how died nway, and for months past the
dictum of logio and common sense has
been accepted by everybody—except the
German Emperar, and of course his opin-
fon, while final for himaeif and his de-
lightfully doclle subjacia, doesn’t count
even as an exceptiom for anybody else.
The pope, who was right on the century
question from the vory beginning. prob-
ably Intends to give & dellcats reproot to
the folks who were wrong hy making Mas
announcement In the form he does, but
othern, who also were right from ths
very beginning, and who have no espe-
clal dignity to support, can afford Lo ex-
ult a 1ttle over adversaries who eyacu-
ated thelr fort In the houra »f dnrkness
and never made publle scknowledgment
of defeat

—_—
A Disagreenhle Neceanity.
Chieags Chronicle.

Civilization must protect ltssif agalnst
fanatical barbariam, even though the
task Involves some unpleasant procesd-
ing=s,

1t s hard to refuse to listen to the ap-
poals of the Chinese Government for mesr.
ey to the anti-foreign leadern, yet It In a
matter of aolf-preservation to withhold
merey. All experience in dealing with the
Chiness shows that nothing shert of
doath for the “Boxer” chiefs will avall to
maks China safe for forelgners

To commute the sentence of the ring-
leaders to exile or Imprisanment would
he fatal, It would stmply mean another
outbhreak,  with its accompanimenta oF
murder, torture and outrage and another
punitive expedition to do what should
be done now,

If white mon are to stay In China In
any ecapacity, rolal or dipl tic,
it In rbeolutely gasential that the Boxer
jeaders shall be executed. Thers is no
other path to safety. A compromise of
any kind will mesan that China Is as
much forbldden ground to Caucaslans as
is Thibet.

Civiilzation, therefore, has but (wo
courses open to It. It must ingist opon
the death of the Boxer chlefs or It must
withdraw from China altogether, There
is no middle courss,

i —
The Candidates and Thelr Nelghbors
Chleago Tribune,

It 1s slgnificant to note the estimation
in which the two Presidential candidates
were held by tha voters who knew them
best. Bryan's home county in Nebraska
is Lancaster. Four years ago this coun-
ty gave McKinley a plurality of 412 This
year It gives McKinley a plurality of 184
Btark County, Ohlo, Is Mr. cRinlsy's
homa county. Four years ngo i gave him
55, and this year 2000 plurality. Mr.
Bryan wan defeated in his own precinct,
ward, clty, county, Congresalonal district
and state., Mr, McEinley's standing
among his nelghhors was of the oppoalte
kind. The Nabraskan niso smsumed a
sart of personal claim upon Balem, IiL,
where his parents wers buried, and com-
platned that the pecple of that town had
injured his feelings by having McKinley
pictures in thelr windows BSalem is In
Marion, which is a Democrstic county.
Four years ago It gave Mr. Bryan a plu-
rality of 585 but this year It reduced hin
plurality to 748. He loses f votes In the
county, nnd Mr. McKinley gains 137, Evi-
dently Mr. Bryan's sentimental appeal to
the peopie of Marion County dld net pro-
dues the Intended offect. Close personal
acqualntance with thé man and his ldeas
peems to have produced = genern! desire
to vote the opposite ticket.

—_—————————
Need of Machine Balletiax.

Indanapolis News
Todsy's experience ngnin demonntrates
that wa have outgrown the present meth-
od of wvoting. Long lines of shivering
men waiting for u chance to enter the
tooth, datussed the pressst system and
did more thinking about it probably than
in the four ysars putl together since the
last Premidential eolection. Inslde the
bhooths men were thinking also. On a
Httle, narrow shell, trying to hundle great
posters, they were expressing their chofoe
Four baliots at one election, three of them
jong, are pot conducive to independent
voting, 1t Is w0 much casier to vote the
stralght ticket and get through In a red-
Then the quanity of pa-

next to be relleved of the pr of
Richard F. Fettigrew. A man with quite
enough ability to explain how he attnined
= position so high. Senator Pettigrew has
devoted both position and abiilty to whay

¥, W. C A FOR YOUNG WOMES.
Fartland m:;om.w' | in
the probiem of how to mest (he growing

has been sffecied, with Mra, Cyrus A

88 chalrman, which promises to

Into & 1 and p {nc.
tor in our civic and social life, Alrendy
many of Portland's most {mflueptinl and
public-spirited wumer are actively At
work ssoking recruils to the new cause
and carefully elaborating plans for the
future Commiitess on roomas, membar-
ship, ronstitution and nomination have

port at & meeting to be held In & few
daysn There Is every indication
wery shorily a wellequipped association
wil be Iln full vpermilon. Among those
Iotorested are: M H. W. Cosbell,
¥Mrs. Helen Ladd Corbett, Mm Frank
Warren, Mre. James Falling, Mre, David
Robertson, Mre, W. J. Honeyman, Mpa
Grace Howard Gray, Mrs, C, W. Law.
rence. Miss A. M. Faseltine, Mias L. J.
Goodrich, Mra. E W. Allen, Mrs, N, J.
Pazton, Mre Jacob Kamm, Mm H C.
Campbell, Mrs. C. L Fay., Mm. FHelen

r

Rice, Mise Burnas, Mre 1. H. Amos, Mies

Margaret Floming. Mrm H, 8. Butter-

fleld, Mrs. A. H. Tanner. Mra William |

Wadhams, Mrs, A. W. Ackerman Mrs.
Earl Crunston, Mm. Cleveland Rockwsll,
Mrs. M. M Ringler, Mra R E Jaones,
Mre. J. A. Beill, Mra Ernest Bross. Mre
Marshall Kinney,
H. Gaylord, and other
wommen,

The movement I [nterdenominational
In charancter, rather than non<deanomina.
tonnl, and its alm s to promote the In-
terosta of young women Along four dir-
ferent lines—physical, intellectual, soclal,
and religious, To this end there will
probably be four vice-presidents in the
per t or tlor. ench one dim
conjunotion with various subcommit
tees) having the responsibliity of one of
these departments. There will be & hos-
pitable home, situnted In the bumness
heart of the city, with a gumal stmos
phere and the refining Influence of strong
and [nspiring books, entertaining mign-
sines, eaonubling pictures, helpful stedy
classes, and much Dexides in a social way
that goes to make up the fun and poetry
of Wving.

The fen for active membership will be
plwced ro low as $1, thus bringing It
within the mange of every [ursse in
sddition to this there will ba an asw-
clate membership for sustainment, #a-
taling a fee of .

There ;are at the lowest computation
00 young women in thiz city engerged
In the routine of business or other forms
of mdustrinl work, apart from that of
the hivsehold The three large depart-
ment stores furnish about 6§06 of thans,
the lnundries A cobtingent of W0 mofe;
another good half hupdred are engaged
In sewing, and aa many more are hook-
ksapers, stenographers or typewriters.

These mtand in urgent nead of all the
brightness and comfort, and Insplriting
intallectual commadeship that  thelr
brothers have been led as & matter of
courme to expect from the Y. M. C. A
With them It has come (o be regarded in
the dignity of a natural! right.  Judged
by the same standard the abesence of It

\§ young cannot be regarded
atherwise than as an unaatura! wrong.
The straln of grinding toll I Infinitely
more severe upon the sensitive organi=m
of woman than upom the more robust,
even-tempered constitution of msn. She Is

representative

Mrs, Palmper, M L‘Ll

|
‘
l

| will probably appoint one o

as much handicapped In the struggle for |

bread by the entafl of centuries of Nre-
side dutios as & domesticated tabby ecat
for ita anclent occupation of catching
fish In the forest brook.

All the physioal and mental egquipment
for work that yourg men obtain through
attendance !n the night ciasses of the
Y. M. C. A she alyo ahould enjoy. No
lesa than her brother—far more in fact—
doen she need all the mfeguards that are
thrown about him for protection (n his
T of help and need It s
pitiful to think of the dangers and nl-
lurements that are encountered by a
young woman during her first night in &
strange clty, friendless and alons know-

| in

ing not whers to turn for & lodging-pluce |

that is both clean and respectabile. That
this ls no i#e pleture of the Imagina-
tion Is shown by the countlesy Inquiries
that are being recalved from such young
women by Secretary Stone, of the Y. M
C. A. There Is no nobler work creving
the attention of Portiand citisens today,
than that of giving & sustaining hand
to our ¥Young women breadwinners, even
na it has been given to our young men.
———————— e e,
“Fighting Bob's" Estimate.
* New York Evening Sun,

“Fighting Bob" Evans, the story goan,
when Inst in New York wandered up
Hrondway one Sunday morning. to find
himsell opposite Grace Church. The door
of the ohuréh being open “Flighting
Bob” went within, and Jearning thar the
regular morning service would bemin In
aboyt 30 minutes sested himasel? comfort-
ably In a middle aisle pew well up In
the front. The church flled up, and
presently two men in fauitiess attire and
impressive In appeammnce, evidenily (n-
ther and son, made for the pew in which
the Navy man ¢was sealed. At tholr ap-
proach “Fighting Bod” moved up to
make room for them, but ths expresaion
upon the two faces was not to-be mis-
taken. After taking thoir sents ths elder
of the two leaned well forward and, ad-
justing his glasses, tried to atare the
Navy man out of countenance. Finding
this of no avall, ths man took a card
from his pocket, and, scritdiing a few
words upon it with his gold pencll, re-
questied the usher to hand it to “"Pighting
Bob." The latter read upon the card the
naroe of a well-known miliionalre and the
penciled words, T pay &0 a year for the
exclusiva use of this pew.” “Fighting
Bob," without a glance toward the mil-
lionalre, took oul his own card and with
hia silver penci! scribbled something In

his
“t:ﬁm D. EVANS U B K.

read the milliosaire when the wusher
handed him the card, and undermeath
the words:

“You pay A d—n sight too much'

Original sense i@ pot so dintantly re-
Iated to “original sin” as soma ethics
would have us suppomse,

————————— —-

Same na U Nothimg Had Happened.
Wealington Ster.

T wax scared whan I haard all the bluster and
of man and the shouling of bova

ing have become as
Australlsn aystem i its day.
—_—

The Fraternity of Prophets.
Commercial

The traternity of prophets bave many
among them whe are without homor in

i

XOPE AND COMMENT.

It s wow time o turm some atiention
to Mr Neely. .

anﬂllﬁlﬁ— te make Croler
sorry he @ It -

The brilltant Hisrary easeer of Cotn
Harvey waa endsd November &

MoRKinley presperity will baip tha New
Yark saloon-sesper pay Croker's electon
beta,

The les trusmt @ the pammount lseus
that Mayor Van Wyck s wrestilog with
Just nop.

The Bolid wouth will Mouity a MNetle
now and then i the beamt of a warm
campeiign

It will be a crusi disappointment to

that | Toddy not to have Pettigrew in the Ben-

ate Lo stremuize,

The Engitnan sports are getting ready
to welcome Cruker, deal o!d chap. home
again. der't you know,

Mosurs Hnrn.ﬁon-;—nd Cleveland wers
myved the trovae of electing A new mem-
bed to the ex-Préealdentn’ Association.

The eampaizn poeta must sgaln tum
to the more lucrative bui less glorious
businens of wriiing metrical oo adver-
tisemenin

Webstar Davis senma to have sverink-
ol ths oppariunmy to soil a gold brick
to Aguinaldo il it was oo lnte to deliver
the brick.

Hearat 's golng 1o start & yellow jour-
nal In Weshinnon, probably with the
hope of putting thnn Cogressicnal Reeord
out of busincss.

If the Republicans want to serd a man
to Ksntucky four years {rom now, who
will draw orowds, (hey stiould send some
one whe I8 not & Colonel. A Colonel s
not & curiosity in Kontueky,

The Afcican Methodist church of Syra-
cume Has & pastor. Rev, J. A D Dloks,
whoe bas haa & remarkable career for &
negro.  Born in the West Indlew, be has
traveled muon, and In Manchester, Eng-
jand, mst ana marsied s white woman.
He has hag n complete university edu-
cation and hoias three degroon bednx
proficlent teacher In Latin. Hebrew and
French,

—
““The mevponderance nf Inwyers among
the Genorala of the Confedemte Army s
very noticeatis to the eareful reader of
Mistory.” remarked s prominent South-
eenar the other day “OF those who ross
w the ranx of Lieut:nant-fengral were
Stmon B. Buckner, of Kentuchy: Jubal
A Barly. of Virginla, ard John 0 Gor-
don, of Georgia. while the Major-Gen-
erals who bad bern lawyerm were counted
by seotes Thore were 31 Virginia law-
yorn, If 1 remember correctly, who at-
tained the mnx of Brigatier-Gencral,
and Coorgin had & like number North
Carcliea furnlaned elght lawyer Geners
als, byt Marylana had bul one—Briges
dler-Gepsral Hrmadley T, Johnam.™

Mayor Rows in in & quandary on ae=
tount of some of the members of ihp
Common Counctl having expressed m &
sire that he appolnt a chaplain for fac
body 1o open the sesslous With Rayer.
In view of the fnet that the Comgll In
always (o such & hurry to begin sjusinesa
that they dikpenss with the rading of
the minutes of the previous meting. he
fa rather inclined to "deny U2 jetltion =
and says that if be hax 1 It e,
pross re-
porters as chaplain, as ther la alwars
ane There, and he would ng bhe lUkely
to take up much time with Yy suppllea-
tlons. The present Councll he thinks can
get along ‘very well without p chaplaln
and some other Counclls are gst praying
far.

Talking to & newspgper tnne‘ at the
Madivon Sguare garden, New Ygek the
other evening., an enthusiaa “; Aatd-
mobile driving remaried; “Poige, dom’t
put autonoblle riding down oe & fad" 48
some of you writers do You exn run
one of these machines for = few cents
a day, while 1t costs dollars every ds¥y
you drive & horme The original , ocat
only about wnat voo would mp‘ o
n carriage of Hrst-class mmkae, and,
ing breakdowns aod repalrs igto compid-
eration, It Is rar c¢heaper n hovcse
care for ane of the machines than X
to care for o foree and carriage
the soore of eeonomy. therefore. the
chine has a sireng pull for popularity.
Therefore It Iz wrong to wrlle d“l:l the
‘auto’ businees as & crags A passing fdl
Huslernss houses tnst use them Afe 0ot
stantly Inoressing in numbers, and they
find the machines = profitable  Invent-
ment., Our ciub s constantly growing In
membersidp, o we will scon have o
clubhouse that il be the sgusl of that
of any of the fesser glubs in town = We
are not fighting tne horse. Wwa !-.ﬂﬂb‘
asking for lts proper placs for the ma-
chine an a DusMnrss oFf pléasure Wagon of
carriage.”

PLEASASTRIES OF PARAGRAFPHERS

In Broakiyn—"Deo you boll your waier be-
tors drinktag T Bl 11! Well, 1 gussas
pot. '8 racher drink &4 menageris than &
cematery any day.” —Lifs

A Parwstie =Towns—Jt seems Jonkine has
jest discovared the: Bs has & femily ires,
Prowne—Tes: I8 an outgreowih of his sue=
cemafy! Bualness plast. —Phlikdeiphis Thmes.

Bewant of Merit —Nellls=Cmsiour! How de
yoi manage Lo MRl 80 mucy |0 s sbort &
time? Ninette—Every litne I do 10 mwe I
give mymil & choecclats oream.—Chicago
Trivunes,

The Hegular Procedure—First Offlee Foy—
Wot'll yer_do If &n boss maises yor saisry
from tree ter Sve™' Hecond Offics Boy—Well
1 haln't fully Secldsd—"oapt dat I'll take uwp
wolt.—Puock.

A Chamgpion —Miss
think, Mz Tutter, that Miss Van Antler i»
s bemutifnl giriT" Young Tutter—Yes, Mise
Ciera. Put you were 5o Joubt Just aa bDeau-
(ftul af her age—Detrelt Fres Prem

Mintress—Margarst. what does that paline-
men waat areusd bers 3¢ much? Whom does
he eome 1o see? Mald—-I don't think, ma'am,
he comss i Ped you, a5 there's Be aceaslan
for vou o werry roursslf about him.—Beston
e

Finksriy—Den'L~ yun

| e e e
“inmplag en a Fellow.”
#t Louts Repuhlle (Dem.)
Crest Cossmr's ghost!
Bay, confdemtinily, betwwen you and me wpd

Iieans in our midet®
Or that they wore golag 0 de us vp Lhe wuy
ey didst? &
Suffering lund?
m:.m‘:'uwmutumh-hm

Ive wromz. s sinfal. it oughin't th Be al-
Jowed—

Lytog low and then jumiping ¢a & fellvw with
afl pour crowdt

Nobody o= earth gver Desrd & Demoseat ery
“Caonghi™’
Come ont, oome all, & Jemes Fits-James was

wost o sing,
Wa may b a bit disfigured. Tut we're stlll In
the rizg!

. s en mRrw—
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