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fcctertd at the Pcstoffics at Portland. Orcgoa.
as second-clas- s matter.

TELEPHONES.
Edltcrlsl nocrns....lGo I Eualneaa Offlee.eaT

REVISED EUBSCnrPTION RATES.
Oy Hll tpcatage prepaid). In Advanot

Dally, tilthfiunday, per month...... ....JO S3
Daily, Sunder txsepted. per year..
Sally, with Sunday, per year....... 00
Sunday, per year 2 00

Tie Weekly, per year.......... 1 80

5! Weekly. 3 rcoetbs.... .... ,.- - W

T City Subacrlbera
Sally, per week, delivered. Sundays exeepted.153
XteUy. rr week, delivered. Sundays Included)

Tba Gregtnlan does not bay pcerea rr stories
from Individual!, and cannrt undertake to re
tun: any manuscripts ri to It without solicita-
tion. :o stamps should be Incloaed tor thla
tcrpoae.

TStwm or dlwiusslon Intended for publication tn
The Oregonlan should be addressed Invariably
"Editor The Oregonlsn." not to the cataa or
any Individual. Letters rlatlng to advertising,
subscriptions or to any business matter should
ht addressed en:pty 'The Oregonlan."

iTiget Sound Bureau Captain A. Tbomnsra.
cAoe at 1111 Pacific avw.ue. Taccma. Bex SJJ.
Taccssi p?torac.

Eastern Baitn-e-a Ofllr The Tribune build-
ing. Xew Tort city: "Tie Hookery." Chicago;
lie 6. C. IVckwltn special agency. New York.

For sale la . rrardaeo by J. K. Coeptr.
44 Market street, near the Palace betel, and

l Goldsmith Uros.. 3Z& Sutter street.
For sale In Chicago by the P. O. News Co,

lit Dearbcrn street.

TODAY'S WEA' rilElt. ralr. with northerly
winds.
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LORD IlOnnilTS SITUATION'.

The situation of Lord Roberts Is new
In the annals of warfare, in that his
secondary base Is separated from the
primary base in England by C000 miles
of ocean navigation, while It Is neces-
sary to maintain a land line of com-
munication by a narrow-gaug- e railroad
750 miles long, from Cape Town, and

I miles from Port Elizabeth, through
a. hostile or doubtful population, and
through a territory wmen supplies
iielthcr food; forage nor domestic ani-

mals for army transport employment.
The greater quantity of ammunition
consumed by rapid-firin- g arms, and the
Increased proportion of artillery to in-

fantry now required, has Immensely
Increased the necessity for transporta-
tion. The invading army must trans-
port every horse and mule over a vast
Instance by sea and land, together with

" their forage and equipment.
In these circumstances. Lord Roberts'

difficulty In organizing an efficient cav-
alry and wagon transportation is great,
beyond military precedent. Imjorted
animals are attacked by the South Af-

rican "horse sickness," from which the
small native ponies of the Boers are ex-

empt. The halt of Lord Roberts at
Blocmfontein since March 15 was nec-
essary to rest and recruit his transport
animals of all sorts for his further ad-
vance, and to establish complete pro
tection cf his rear, with Its long line
of land communications. But it Is clear
that Lord Roberts has made his line of
communications impregnable to the at-
tacks of the Boers, who have thus far
advanced no nearer the railway than

-- Wepener. which Is sixty miles distant
irom-l- t

Iiord Roberts has been able, while
holding securely the Inside line of the
railway, to detach troops enough to re
lieve Wepener, while he has been accu-
mulating and nursing his resources for
a fresh advance with his main force
upon some point of the Hoopstad- -
Kroonstad line, for the defense bf which

B0'r jorce Is concentrating near the
point.

Major Valentine, in the April num-
ber of the Fortnightly Review, shows
that the task of the Generals of the
United States at the outset of our Civil
War was not altogether unlike that
which Is now before Lord Roberts. The.
Confederate soldiers were, like the
Boers, superior horsemen nnd riflemen
by natural training. They were light-
ing on their own ground, in a country
which they knew without maps, and
where the Inhabitants were always
their sympathizers and not seldom
their spies. The Confederate troops
were fighting In their own land and
climate, under conditions to w hlch they
were Inured, but were strange to. their
Uorthem foes. The numbers of the

.Confederate armies were exaggerated
I by General McCIellan, even as the Eng
lish have overestimated the size of the
Boer armies. The army sent to South
Africa Is nominally 200,000 men, but at
least one-ha- lf of this army Is probably
disposed for the protection of Lord
Roberts depots and communications,
and armies on paper are always larger
than armies In the field. General Sher-
man Is quoted as saying that while the
Federal armies on paper were very
large, at no time during the war were
more than one-ha- lf of the men receiv-
ing pay engaged behind the colors at
the front, and this half was subjected
to the further diminution of 33 per cent
because of sickness, furloughs and de-
tachments. "To this cause," according
to Genoial Sherman, "may be traced
some of the worst failures when the
Government pushed their offlcers on,
supposing that figures could handle
muskets and fight battles."

On March 31. 18f6, when Grant's last
great campaign opened, there were
SS0.0S6 men In service, present and ab-
sent. How many were absent may be
gathered from the fact that the united
armies of Grant and Sherman fronting
Lee and Johnston at that date were net
much over 200,000 strong.

CLARK TO FURMSII A PltnCEDnXT.
Heretofore the Senate has refused to

unseat any cf Us members on account

"fayette Grover, of Oregon, who came
I tathe Senate in 1877, re

ported that "the evidence token did not
custaln the charges," and asked to be
discharged frcm further consideration
of the subject. One member of the
committee went farther and expressed
the view that great injustice had been
done Mr. Grover by the consideration
by the committee of anything so vague.
In the case of Senator Ingalls, of Kan-
sas, tha committee reported that, while
there were some evidences of bribery, it

i vaa not shown that it had influenced
enough votes to change the result; nor
vu It shown that Mr. Ingalls bad au-
thorised St.

la th case of Henry B. Payne, of
Ohio, tho ohargps against him were
pEQfaarred by the Republican State
CocuniUee, by both Houses of the Leg-lstefar- a,

by a stato convention of
editors, and by memorials

Jom cert&in clllsens. The majority of
the ooaimKtee, seven out of nine Sena-
tors, reported that there was not suff-
icient evidence to warrant the Senate
lb iwoceadlnrf '!& the investigation.

Tb lata James W. Pattarson, a clcr-syma- A

and a professor in Dartmouth
College, had a narrow escape from

baee.nu of tUfl complicity In

the Credit iloblller scandal. The evi-
dence taken by the House committee
of Investigation was transmitted to the
Senate, and was referred to a select
Senate committee, which reported a
resolution to expel Mr. Patterson. This
was on the 27th of February, 1S73, but
as his term expired March 3, no action
was reached. On March 2G, the Senate
received a statement made by Mr. Pat-
terson In his own defense, with a report
reciting that It was Impossible for the
Senate to consider the resolution of a
previous Congress, and it was Ques-
tionable if It were competent for the
Senate to consider the case after Mr.
Patterson had ceased to be a member
of that body.

If Senator Clark clings to his seat
until action Is reached, he will be the
first member ever unseated by the Sen-
ate on account of bribery charges.

SMITH OX TUB PRECIOUS METALS.

If we had free coinage of silver, the
Fusion statesmen argue. It would not
affect the value of the sliver dollar.
Or. as Mr. Smith, candidate for Con-
gress In this district, puts It:

It baa been the experience or our Nation, at
leant, while our mints were open to tho coinage
or both roetala, there baa never been any dis-

parity la the values of the metals when coined,
nnd ruch Is tbe cae today, owing-- , I think, to
the fact that ir you owe S1000 and tender your
creditor tbe coin, whether tho fane bo cold or
sliver, tho creditor nut accept It and It ra

your debt. In the absence, of course, ot
a contract calling for ono ot the metals.

The facts are diametrically opposite.
The experience of our Nation has been,
and the experience of every nation un-

der the sun has been, that under free
coinage of both metals there is always
disparity in their value, a disparity
equal to the difference between the
mint ratio and the commercial ratio.
A government treasury can say an
ounce of gold shall be worth so many-ounce- s

of silver, and It can coin the
metals on that basis, but this will not
make an ounce of gold worth any more
or less In the markets of the world.
The wise government, as Jefferson and
Hamilton did, will seek to adapt Its
coinage ratio to the values of the com-

mercial world; but the foolish will pass
on and be punished.

At first tve set the mint ratio at 15
to L An ounce of gold was reckoned
for coinage purposes as worth 15 ounces
of silver. At that figure, the Treasury
Department thought, the mint ratio and
the commercial ratio would correspond.
But the sequel proved that sooner or
later a disparity was bound to arise.
An ounce of gold was soon seen to be
worth a little more than 15 ounces of
silver. It was unprofitable for business
to use gold for money when It could be
exchanged for a greater monetary
equivalent In the form of sliver. A
pound of gold coins could be melted
up and exchanged for silver bullion
enough to make fifteen and a half, or
thereabouts, pounds of silver coins.
Gold went out of circulation. Inevitably,
and sliver became, the actual money
and the standard.

Upon this point there Is plenty of evi-
dence. The currency committee of Con-

gress In Its report of February-- 2, 1821,
said of the mint ratio: "It is sufficient
to know by unhappy experience that
Its tendency Is to rid us of a gold cur-
rency and leave us nothing but silver."
Secretary Ingham, May 4, 1830, in re
sponse to a Senate resolution of in
quiry, said: "The history of coinage
proves that little reliance can be placed
on artificial regulations of relative val-
ues of the standard measure of prop-
erty as a means of maintaining a reg-

ular currency of uniform value. The
history of coinage abounds with mint
regulations to keep gold and silver to-

gether, and statutes prohibiting under
severe penalties the exportation of
either; all of which have disappointed
every expectation of their projectors."
Thomas H. Benton said in the Senate
that everybody knew that gold was un-
dervalued and "expelled from circula-
tion."

Then we tried 16 to L The new ratio
went too far in the other direction. In
1834 the Treasury decided to make an
ounce of gold for coinage purposes
equal to 16 ounces of silver. Now an
ounce of gold was really not worth that
much. Tou could take 16 ounces of sil
ver coins, melt them up and exchange
them for enough gold bullion to make
more than an ounce of gold coins. Sil- -

er, then, left the circulation, gold sup-
planted It. Gold became the actual
money and the standard of value. The
resulting Inconvenience devolved, of
course, on the small coins. They dis-
appeared from use, and It became nec-
essary to make the halves, quarters
and dimes out of less silver than the
mint ratio, so they would be worth
more as currency than as bullion. This
was done in 1853, because, as Repre-
sentative Dunham expressed It. "There
is a constant stimulant to gather up
every silver coin and send It to market
as bullion to be exchanged for gold, and
the result Is, the country is almost de-

void of small change for the ordinary
small business transactions." The sil
ver dollar Itself also disappeared. Its
coinage had never been large, and In
1872 Judge Kelley Bald in Congress,
"It has become Impossible to retain an
American dollar in this country, ex-

cept in collections of curiosities," and
Representative Hooper said the silver
dollar "has long ceased to be a coin of
circulation." Thereupon, in 1873, the
silver dollar was formally dropped from
the list of coins. 'When 1t was resumed
again in 1878 it was upon an entirely
different basis. The avowed standard
was gold, and from that day to this the
Government has maintained, with trou-
ble and cost, tbe silver coins at their
nominal geld value. v

Mr. Smith's reason why the silver
dollar passes for a dollar today Is
equally erroneous. He attributes it to
the legal-tend- er quality .Imparted by
law. This Is not the reason, as the vi-

cissitudes of the legal-tend- er greenback
between 1860 and 1879 might have sug-
gested to Mr. Smith. The real reason
Is the cumbrous and expensive ma-
chinery maintained by the Government
so that all forms of our currency may
be exchanged for gold. If there wa3
no way in which the silver dollar could
be converted, directly or indirectly, into
gold, no legal-tend- er laws, even with
capital penalties, could prevent Its de-

scent to its bullion value.
"Where does Mr. Smith get his ideas

on "the experience of our Nation"? He
must get them where Bryan and all
the silver maniacs get theirs, out of
sublime the "Inner
Light," the "Higher Law." the "Second
Sight." Their world is a world ot
dreams, peopled with hypnotic images,
where such phantasmagoria as the
Money Power and the Crime of '73 run
riot. It has no connection with the
world of sense, the experiences of real
life, the annals of history. "Why should
a man set up to talk finance when he
knows so more about It than a hog

'v .iteiw .vt muu. - --t..- -

knows about Latin? Wqrse yet, "why
should men run after him as a p'rophef
worthy of honor?

STALE REPETITIOX IIA3I3IERED OX

THE KAIL.

It Is scarcely possible to add anything
new to the presentment of the temper-
ance question along the familiar and
opposing lines of prohibition and li-

cense. The statements, pro and con,
are old and dreary, with frequent repe-

tition. As shifted and strained in the
telling from week to week by temper-
ance organs, and from year to year by
political prohibitionists, the story Is but
"stale repetition hammered on the ear."
The same conditions exist now as
when, many years ago. Dr. Martlneau,
In answer to the complaint that the in-

fluential classes In England kept aloof
from the temperance movement, said:
"The blame is not all on one side. In
reading the temperance periodicals,
which must be regarded as the organs
of the body, I have seen with pain a
superstitious abhorrence manifested
toward the substance alcohol. Instead
of directing that abhorrence toward the
moral vice in the mind of the drinker.
Tou cannot persuade old persons who
have used these liquors with modera-
tion all their lives that there Is any-
thing In them so very horrid. I admit
that, as a cure for enormous evils,

Is necessary, so that for many
years I have adopted the practice In
my own family. But others are driven
away by such language. The feeling
of superstitious dread of the substance
Itself has led to physiological exagger-
ation respecting its effects. It is dan-
gerous to make such statements, when
persons sec their neighbors taking it
and living for seventy or eighty years.
And yet I fully believe that its use is
mischievous rather than beneficial, and
that every one would be better If he
totally abstained."

Though this, like all other statements
of opinion upon temperance. Is old. It
merits the consideration of calm, dis-
passionate workers In the temperance
cause today. Zealots, of course, will
have no use for it, but will continue to
hammer upon the public ear statistics
that represent the evils of the drinking
habit, inveigh against alcohol as an un-
mitigated evil the source, indeed, of
all evil and assail all men who drink
even in a moderate degree as enemies
of mankind and of themselves as well.
"The moral vice In the mind of ths
drinker," as Dr. Martlneau puts It, is
the source of drunkenness, and this can
be no more legislated out of the human
mind than lofty purposes of life can be
legislated into it. When tempcranco
workers come to accept this simple
fact, their Illogical abhorrence of the
substance alcohol win give way to
proper abhorrence of the moral vice in
the mind of the drinker which feeds
upon It. "U'e shall have less talk of
prohibition and more of Individual re-

sponsibility; the efforts of reformers
will be directed toward the principle
rather than the agent of drunkenness.
Disgust a man with the vice of drunk-
enness rather than with the element
upon which it feeds, and his reform,
even though he be a sot, is well begun.
Disgust him with the vice before he
himself acquires it, and he will recog-
nize the legitimate uses of alcohol
without subjecting himself to Its
abuses.

THE JIODERN-- "WARSHIP.
So rapidly does the art of naval con-

struction advance, accompanied by Im-
provement in the making of heavy
guns, that a battle-shi- p costing $3,600,-00- 0

becomes old style almost as soon as
completed. We have been accustomed
to consider the Oregon as In construc-
tion and armament the highest type of
vessel afloat, and yet the new Pennsyl-
vania class of battle-shi- p will be so
superior to the Oregon as to make the
latter seem but a relic of former days.
Improvement in armor by the new
Krupp process enables the ship to vo

equal protection from a far
lighter weight of armor, thus adding
to the weight of coal she can carry to
increase her steaming radius and neces-
sary for the Increased horsepower re-
quired to push her through the water
three or four knots faster than the Ore-
gon. Improvements in gunmaking ena-
ble her to be armed with a main bat-
tery of four and four
guns, superior respectively to the 13-o-

guns on our present war-
ships. The muzzle energy of the
guns of tho Oregon Is 33,627 foot-ton- s,

while the new has an energy of
46,246 foot-ton- s. The new can
be fired once In 90 seconds, and the new

once In 50 secdnds, being about
three times as rapid as the fire of the
guns, on the Oregon.

This obsolescent quality of modern
navies Is a serious one, since it takes
many years to construct a fleet formid-
able In numbers, such as that of Great
Britain. The British Admiralty has
had Its attention called quite sharply
by critics to the fact that the great
majority of the vessels of the fleet that
makes such an overwhelming show on
paper are of old style, with Inferior
armor and armed with guns in range
and destructive power far behind those
of the newer ships of other countries.
Immense sums of money have been put
Into war vessels that are now so In-

ferior In armor and armament that
when they meet more modern vessels
they must go down to destruction as
did Montojo's "pewter ships" before the
guns of Dewey's fleet, provided the
modern vessels have on their quarter-
decks the right kind of men, with oth-
ers to match them behind the newer
guns.

Captain Stephen O'Connor, Twenty-thir- d
Infantry, has been placed on the

retired list. Captain O'Connor enlisted
in the Army as a private In the Eighth
Infantry in I860, becoming Second
Lieutenant December 2S, 1SC6. He be-
came First Lieutenant January 4, 1869.

and was assigned to the Twenty-thir- d

Infantry January 1, 1S7L He left the
sen-Ic-e twice, betwepn March 6. 1877,

and February 11, 187S, when he was
again appointed a Second Lieutenant.
Under this appointment he became
Captain in 1897. He had only recently
returned from the Philippines, which
he was one of th'e first Army offlcers
to reach. The New York Evening Post
has several times urged his appoint-
ment as Major and Paymaster, that he
might retire with a higher rank at the
end of his forty years of service, but,
being nothing but a gallant soldier who
had spent his life in the service of his
country. Captain O'Connor was neg-
lected In order to make Paymasters
from, civil life out of Harry L. Rogers,
Jerome A Watrous, William W. Gil-

bert, Harry L. Rees, Webster Vinson,
Charles Newbold, Hamilton S. Wallace,
who have all been appointed Paymas-
ters from civil life since Captain O'Con- -

nor reached his present rank, in 183-T-
he

case of Captain O'Connor illus-
trates how staff places in the regulat
Army that Justly belong to officers oi
long and gallant service In the line art
distributed to superannuated politi-
cians, who are the parasites or impe-
cunious relatives of some Congressman
with a "pull" on the President.

This is Indiana's year to go Demo-
cratic, if the pendulum makes its reg-
ular quadrennial swing. But the out-
look is that the practice of the state
since the '70s of reversing itself polit-
ically every four years will be broken.
Thomas A. Hendricks, Democrat, was
elected Governor in 1872, although the
state went against Greeley by more
than 20,000. That was the time of Oc-

tober elections, and Hendricks' victory
gave immense encouragement to the
Democrats. The state went for Tilden
In 1876 by 6000, Cleveland In 1884 by
6500, and Cleveland again in 1892 by
7000; for Garfield In 1880 by 6100, Harri-
son In 1888 by 2300, and McKinley In
1E96 by 18.0C0. Benjamin Harrison was
tho unsuccessful Republican candidate
for Governor In 1876; and Calkins (af-
terwards a prominent political figure
In the State of Washington) In 18S4, and
Chase in, 1892. Not 0. great deal Is
known about Durban, the new Repub-
lican nominee for Governor, outside ot
Indiana; but the fact that the Repub
licans are exceedingly confident of suc
cess this year Is shown by the large
number of aspirants for the nomina
tion. Indiana has been esteemed the
most doubtful state In tho Union. Party
feeling runs higher than In most states.
and organization Is more perfect. With
Bryan at the helm of Democracy, the
chances of victory for that party there
are more than dubious.

It is announced as the purposo of
Scott Brooke, if elected County Treas-
urer, to give no bank the preference in
the deposit of public funds. The disas-
trous effects of placing large sums of
county money with favorite banks was
illustrated in Portland during the panic
of '93. There Is reason to believe that
there has under the present Treasurer
been no change In the policy of appor-
tioning the funds largely. If not alto-
gether, to the bank or banks with which
he sustains close business relations.
This is a vicious method, and it should
be stopped. If the Treasurer cannot
give a bond without placing himself
under direct obligation to some bank
or banker, means should be provided
for him to pay the necessary premium
and have a responsible guaranty com-
pany go on his bond. This Mr.-Broo- ke

will do. In any event. And we may be
quite sure that he will not nccert as a
private perquisite any 3 per cent pre-
mium on the county deposits.

The appointment of Colonel Edward
J. McCIernand, Forty-fourt- h Volun-
teers, Captain Second Infantry, as Mi-
litary Governor of the Province of Ma-
nila and City of Manila, has been rec-
ommended by General Otis. He Is the
son of the well-kno- General of the
Civil War, John A. McCIernand, and
was for several years stationed at "Va-
ncouver Barracks, when the late General
John Gibbon commanded the Depart-
ment of the Columbia.

Democratic and Popocratlc papers in
Oregon all exhibit an eagerness and
enthusiasm to "smash the machine,"
by which title they designate the Re-
publican organization. This is natural,
for the Republican organization Is what
stands between the Fuslonlsts and suc-
cess.

How about the logic of those people
who are so furious against "militar
ism," and yet who urge "intervention"
by the United States in the South Af
rican war? If the intervention were to
amount to anything, we should have a
Job of "militarism" indeed!

Admiral Dewey now denies that he
ever said: "In time of peace the Dem-
ocrat is a d d fool; in time of war a
d d traitor." The man who has his
Democracy in his wife's name It Justi
fied in displaying some consideration
for her feelings.

Just before convention time, we learn
that there are Republicans in Missis
sippi, Alabama and other Southern
states. But never at election time.

Governor Rogers' appeal for a union
of all reform forces contains ono word
for reform and two for Rogers.

Mr. Bryan says he will not go to
Kansas City. We venture to suppose
he will be there in spirit.

STARTIXG OPPOSITION PAPERS.

Remarks on the Subject, Based on
Experience at Portland.

Spokane Spokesman-Revie-

R. B. Majors has contributed to the
Spokesman-Revie- w an interesting scries
of letters on Uie newspaper history of
Portland. It Is a long record.
with a dozen notable disasters: and the
end ot 30 years of strenuous endeavor Is
tho squandering ot more than a million
dollars, in tbe futile effort to establish an
"opposition" morning dolly In the Oregon
metropolis.

It is characteristic of human nature to
itch to do that thing in which others have
failed and confessed their failure. It is
this that gives any puzzle Its fascination.
Introduce it to a group of Idle men. and
confess that you have tried It In vain,
and Ustlessness will give way to keen in-

terest. Every man in the group will want
to show that he can "work It."

It Is not surprising, therefore, to find
hero and there a newspaper man or other
person who insists that while millions ot
dollars have been squandered In heroic
attempts to found "opposition" morning
papers In Portland. Seattle, Tacoma and
Spokane, the failures resulted from In-

capacity, or lack of Judgment, or the pe-

culiar conditions existent when the ef-
forts were making.

The Spokesman-Revie- w notes that a
paper" down at Pendleton, and another at
The Dalles, take this view of it, the lat-
ter saying:

Portland la, so far as w know, tho only city
ot 00.000 people in our hemisphere that baa
but one dally paper, and. at least, half the
population ot th city and stato are opposed to
It politically, and hostile to It on many
grounds. Sooner or later and It la to be hoped
sooner the Democrats and other

and ot Oregon will as-

suredly have a representative Journal In Fort-lan- d.

It has become a public necessity.

"Sooner or later" Portland will have an-

other morning paper. It Is now a metro-
politan city of M,000 population, and will
grow, of course, with the rMt ot this
Northwestern country. But the fact re-
mains that so far the people of Portland
and the surrunding country havo not
wanted an "opposition" paper enough to
support It.

Lack of knowledge is betrayed by the
writer of tho quoted paragraph. He Is
wrong in his statement of fact, and wrong
in his conception of the foundations that
will support a great morning newspaper.

I There ore cities, larger than Portland,

tWiaWjfV J&Wv f.s aeij;,

with no morning-- paper at all. Alleghsaey,
Pa., with a population oriQ6,2CT in 1890, and
a considerably larger population now, has
no dally at all, xnornlngor evening.

Syracuse. N. Y., 126,000 population, has
but ono morning paper, the Post-- 8 tanoord.

Albany. N. Y.. with more than 100,000
population, has but one seven-da- y morn-
ing paper, the Argus.

Jersey City. N. J., with 10,000 popula-
tion In 1890, has no morning paper at all.

Newark, N. J., with 215.000 population, or
flvo times as largo a Spokane, has only
ono morning paper, and that the Frele
Zcltung, a six-da- y German paper.

Columbus. O., with 120,000 population,
has but one morning dally, the Ohio State
Journal.

These facts are gathered from Rowell's
Newspaper Directory for March, 1900.

rtoto tho elements that are to support
the expected "opposition" morning paper
In Portland "the Democrats and other
antHmperiallsU and ot
Oregon." Tho politicians are going to
push It along and support It. But they
won't. They never do. They make all
sorts of alluring promises, and when they
luro some ambitious or adventurous
"angel" Into starting the desired "opposi-
tion," they promptly claim tho rhcht to
"run" the now paper. Then one of two
things happens: It tho owner yields to
their direction, they kill his paper. If he
rejects their counsel, they "sour" on him,
and go out on the highways and try to
tear down tho "ungrateful" Journal. Too
late the misguided "angel" learns that ho
must depend on that element which will
take his paper because they consider It a
better newspaper than the old dally, and
who will advertise in It because they re-
gard It as an advantageous medium. The
promised sentimental support Invariably
turns out to be the thinnest sort of plate
that wears off with a few weeks, or at
most, a few months of hard usage.

Tho Oregonlan has heard ct no proposal
to start an "opposition" paper in Port-
land, so It docs not reprint the above for
the purpose of "heading ofT anybody, but
merely as an article possessing some in-

terest. It has only to say, further. In a
general way, that the conditions here are
still the same that have existed ever slnco
the life of The Oregonlan began; that The
Oregonlan owes Its position to no favor of
fortune or man, but to hard work, never
Intermitted; that It neither has, never had,
nor can have a monopoly of the condi
tions; that whoever may want to start a
newspaper here, now or in the future, may
do so, as others havo done in the past,
and The Oregonlan will still endeavor to
mind Its own business. It will not add to
the above any statement, warning or ad-
vice derived from its own observation and
experience, lest tho same might be mis-

construed. Of course. It is open to any-
body to undertake the publication of a
newspaper at Portland which he thinks
might equal The Oregonlan, or excel It.
Whether It would be so easy Is a matter
for which Tho Oregonlan would not have
to answer. Its own affairs have always
given it concern enough.

DR. PATTON AGAI3ST REVISION.

And a SuffKeatloa for Adjustment to
Everybody's Satisfaction.

Chicago Times-Heral-d.

In the midst of general and spontaneous
acquiescence In the demand for a simpli-
fication of creed on the part of the Pres-
byterian Church comes a discordant note
from the president of Princeton Univer-
sity.

Dr. Patton can see no reason for revis-
ing tbe Westminster confession of faith.
"If the Presbyterian Church ceases to
be a Calvlnlstlc church it will not need
the Calvlnlstlc creed," says the president
of Prlncton University. But Dr. Patton
believes the Presbyterian Church Is a
Calvlnlstlc church, and he therefore de-
clares that "the creed needs no revision."
As a further argument against revision,
he calls attention to the fact that no
church member is required to subscribe
to the creed at all, and no minister is re-
quired to sign the creed la pslsslmls ver-
bis.

Dr. Patton has cleared the theological
atmosphere. Although Princeton Univer-
sity long ago ceased to be a distinctly
Presbyterian Institution, tho utterances of
its scholarly president on the question
now uppermost in the councils of the
church have great weight and significance.
Dr. Patton Is opposed to a revision or
modification of the Westminster confes-
sion. Therefore, let the confession stand
as It Is, venerable and Imperishable re-
minder ot John Calvin, who lived and
preached over 300 years ago. Let it be
tended' preserved among the precious
relics In the museum of theological an
tiquities.

Then let the general assembly of the
church formulate a new creed for the
20th century Presbyterian Church, which
may embody the essential but simplified
doctrines of Calvin, but which shall be
based primarily and fundamentally upon
the simple teachings of Christ. Upon this
simplified creed the church can carry for-
ward Its great work with Its face set to-
ward the millennium. The church will
still remain a "Calvlnlstlc church," and
Dr. Patton can keep the Westminster con-
fession. Infant damnation, foreorotnatlon
and all.

A POLITICAL BLUNDER.

The
Ticket In Mnltnomab,
Portland Dispatch, Dem.

The 'committee" which was appointed
by the county Democratic convention fin
ished its work last Thursday night and
tho candidates selected by the "commit-teo- "

wero Indorsed by the convention. The
men who have been placed In nomination,
personally, are In the main representative
and good citizens. The wisdom of placing
Republicans on the Legislative ticket will
bo demonstrated at the polls. That It Is
a blunder, we are satisfied, and the sup-
port expected from Republican sources
will not materialize at the polls. When
the option Is presented, besides, for tho
Democrats to line up between two Re-
publican factions, the task will be found
more difficult than many Imagine. The
Republicans will find It equally haVd to
line up their followers to the Democrats.
Convention workers as a rule depend too
much on the submlsslveness of the voters.
Thoy ara generally disappointed when tho
votes are counted. It would be a depar-
ture from our political
creed wero wo to say that questionable
political alliance for temporary success
meets our approval or sanction. Political
honesty Is necessary to party success. It
must bo gained upon principle and not
upon the tombstone of some dead political
opponent. As a rule, every political party
has sins enough of Its own. and Is not In
a condition to carry the burden of any
other; In particular does- - this become a
heavy load when it is made up ot timber
which has been rejected by other parties.
With these convictions, we are forced to
the conclusion that the action of the con-

vention was unwise and a political blun-
der. As we have before stated, the per-
sonnel of the ticket Is not at issue; neither
Is that of the opposition. It Is the purpose
and objects of this unnatural union with
which we are to deal, and It will be on
these lines that the voter will render his
decision.

Political Duck! and Chickens.
Vancouver Democrat.

It lfl pitiful to see the way the factions
In Portland get the Democracy mixed
up. Dell Stuart was made an elector
because ho Mad been a Republican. F.
Clarho was left off the Representative
ticket because he bad been a Republican.
And then half of the Representative ticket
was given to Republicans because they
never had been Democrats. Now when
this big, fat .Democratic hen hatches out
her prairie chickens and ducks, won't they
divide, some taking to the water and
others to the woodd; leaving the Demo-
cratic party standing on the banks of the
beautiful Willamette without a chicken T

T- -.i

ALIENS AND OUR MINES- -

One valuable result of tho protracted
discussion In the Senate over the Alaskan
code has been to bring out clearly a defi-

nition ot the rights of alien miners with-
in tho territories of tho United States.
Briefly, a foreigner may bold an unpat-
ented claim against any other individual.
He may have as clear and unquestionable
a possessory title as any American citi-
zen, and may convey title In the same
manner. He may not secure a patent
until ho has become an American citizen,
or has declared his Intention to become
suclu but this limitation Is not so serious
as to placo him at a great disadvantage.-Avoidanc- e

of the letter of tbe law bj
the formation of stock corporations, or
by procuring an American citizen to hold
title, are familiar devices to place the
alien on an exact footing with our own
citizens In tho exploration, acquisition
and development of mineral lands, not
only In the territories, but probably In
the states. It wo'uld appear. It this is
the correct Interpretation of our present
laws, that the entire grievance ot Can-

ada against us. in tbe matter of our dis-

criminative mining statutes, is fanciful
and

The exact situation with reference to
alien miners was so fully and conclusively
set forth by Senator Spooner In an ad-

dress to the Senate that it Is appended:
"Chapter 263 of the laws of 1S97, entitled

'An act to better define and regulate
the rights of aliens who hold and own
real estate In the territories.' provides:

That no alien or person who la not a citizen
ot tho United States, or who has not declared
his Intention to become a citizen of the United
States In the manner provided by law, shall
acquire tltla'to or own any land in any of th
territories or tho United States except as here-
inafter provided.

"I ask tho attention of the Senate to
section 2. which provides

That thla act ahall not apply to land now
owned tn any of the territories of the United
States by aliens which was acquired on or re

March 3, 18ST, so long aa It Is held by
tha then owners, their heirs or lgal

nor to any alien who sliall bcoma bona Bde resldtnt of tho United State
"Not a citizen of tho United States, but

'bona fide resident of the United States'
and any alien who shall become a bona tide
resident ot the United States, or h.iit ii,,. .!
clared his Intention to become a clUzen ot ths
United States in the manner provided by law,
shall have the right to acquire and hold lands
in either of tho territories of the United States
upon the urns terms aa citizens ot the United
States.

"The Supreme Court. In the case of the
Steamer Coqultlam vs. The United States,
reported in 163 United States, at page 332.
decided that Alaska Is one of tho terri-
tories of the United States; so that this
statute applies to Alaska. But that Is not
all, Mr. President, for the statute says:

Provided. That If any auch resident alien
ahall ceaso to bo a bona fids resident of ths
United States, then such alien shall have 10
years from tho time he ceaiea to bo such bona
Ada resident In which to alienate such lands.

"Nor Is that all.
This act shall not be construed to prevent

any persons not clUxens of the United States
"Could anything be plainer?
Thla act shall not be construed to prevent

any persona not citizens of the United States
from acquiring or holding lots or parcels ot
lands In any Incorporated or platted city,
town, or village, or In any mine or mining
claim. In any ot the territories ot the United
States.

"Congress by this act distinctly declared,
while the rule should be against alien
ownership of land in the territories, that
a bona fldo resident alien might acqutra'
and hold lands In the territories, and so
far as mining claims were concerned, dis-
tinctly declared:

This act ahall not be construed to prevent
any persona not citizens of the United States
from acquiring or holding lots or parcels of
lands m any incorporated or platted city, town
or village, or In any mine or mining claim. In
any of tho territories of tho United States.

"Nor is that all. Section 4 of this act
provides:

That any alien who shall hereafter hold
lands in any ot the territories of the United
States in contravention of the provisions of this
act may nevertheless convey his title thereto
at any time before the Institution ot escheat
proceedings as hereinafter provided.

"There Is distinct authority, unequivocal
authority, for an alien to acquire min-
ing claims In the Territory of Alaska, and
there is unequivocal authority for an
alien to acquire land in any of the terri-
tories of the United State, with a pro-
vision that, even If acquired In contra-
vention of the provisions of this act. he
might make a lawful conveyance of it
at nny time prior to the escheat proceed-
ings provided for under this chapter,
which were to be taken in the name oj
the United Stntes."

Senator Carter contested the lnterpre.
tatlon by the Senator from Wisconsin as
to his Interpretation of the land laws, and
It developed that the alien was excluded
from the exercise of any rights under
the homestead law. The following suc-
cinct statement was then made by Senator
Nelson, after the explicit assertion by
Spooner, that a foreigner, under the law,
may both "locate" and "acquire" a min-
ing claim:

"I think the true answer to the state-
ment made by tho Senator from. Montana
Is this peculiarity In the mining laws. A

miner can explore and locate a mining
claim and hold It year after year If he
makes J10O worth of Improvements, with-o-

making a final entry or procuring a
patent. I think and agree with tho Sen-

ator from Montana, when it comes to
the final act of procuring a patent, as
In the case of other land entries, then
a man has to be either a citizen of tho
United States or have declared his Inten-
tion to become such. But. as I said,
mining claims are different from all oth-
er land entries In this, that a man can
locate and explore a mining claim with-
out ever getting a fee. title. He can elm-pl-y

be an occupant, go on nnd do JlOt

worth of work every year, and In that
way keep up his title as long as ho Hvce."

In Its present shape, tho Alaska code
will not chango the mining laws, as to
alien ownership.

Survival of the Cnflt.
New York Times.

As has been noticed, doubtless, by many
of our readers, the Times has yielded to
governmental compulsion, and now uses
the spelling "Porto Rico" when it has
occasion to refer to our new possession.
We are still firmly convinced that the
form "Puerto Rico" Is, or rather was, tho
better of the two, but official action ot
such a definite and conclusive kind has
been taken on the subject by Congross
that continued resistance to the change
would be useless, and therefore highly un-

wise. Fortunately, the question Is one ot
only academic Interest, and without any
particular moral bearing. Considered
merely as an arbitrary title, "Porto Rico"
does well enough. Etymologlcally. It is a
corruption, the product of careless Ignor-
ance, but the four syllables are sufficiently
harmonious. For people who do not know
Spanish they wear a Spanish air, and so
will keep the history of the Island lb
mind, and they have also the decided merit
of preventing any ambitious carpet-bagg- er

from trying. to Immortalize hl3 own
name by fastening It on that part of the
map. In language, whatever la Is right,
and, thanks to Senator Foraker and cer-
tain other misguided statesmen, "Porto
Rico" now Is. A competent and authori-
tative body has so declared, and as sta-
bility and uniformity In nomenclature are
desirable. It Is to be hoped that those
of our contemporaries that have assisted
us in the endeavor to preserve "Puerto
Rico" will yield gracefully and immediate-
ly to tho Inevitable.

NOTE AND COMMENT

One of these days the death of the
Emperor of China will prove fatal.

Is the weather running another con-
fidence game, or does It mean it this
time?

Fuel Is scarce at Nome, but as long
as thero Is money to burn up there, who
cores?

After all. Queen Victoria's visit to Ire-
land was a rather tame affair. She wasn't
even shot at.

If Roosovelt couldn't run any better
than ho did at Santiago, he wouldn't be
much good on the ticket, anyway.

It they convict everybody they have ar-
rested in Kentucky and send tljem to tho
penitentiary, it will cut down the fran-
chise to a peace basis.

Washington. April 27, 1890. General Jo-
seph Wheeler, Alabama: See by morning
paper you are thinking of man-vine-- nrM
ow. Don't. GEORGE DEWEV.

Every time a gypsy Is, burled a cake ot
soap is buried with him. In this way
the gypsys hope to mako up In the other
world for tho baths they didn't take in
this.

"Your majesty," said the chief eunuch,
as he approached the Sublime Porte,
"numbers 4. 11 and 41 desire me to Inform
you that they require an appropriation for
spring bats; numbers 6 to 73 are in need
of a couple of bales of snlrt waists; num-
bers SI to 106 Inclusive have called my
attention to their distressing lack of golf
capes; numbers 3S. 49 and 64 say that they
can support existence no longer without
pulley belts; numbers 111 to 22 feel that
they have duck skirts coming to them,
and

"Hold on!" interrupted the Sultan; "you
tell tl-- that I've got a little bill to set-
tle with Undo Sam this Spring, and that
the whole bunch will have to wear calico
Mother Hubbards till I can levy another
Income tax. Have you got a match?"

And as the chief eunuch dug up a
couple of the California variety from his
hip pocket, the treat ruler lighted hi
hookah and sank back on the divan for
a long, reflective smoke.

People who believe In a place of
punishment with fire and brimstone con-
comitants can gain some slight idea of
their post-morte- m place of abode by visit-
ing the wharf at the foot ot Main street,
where a mill Is kept busy week In and weex
out grinding brimstone. The quantity ot
this stuff ground and sacked there Is as-
tonishing, and leads one to wonder what
It can all be used for. A great deal Is used
in preparing washes or spraying solutions
for killing Insect pests, some Is used for
medicine, some in the manufacture of
matches, a great deal is used in the man-
ufacture of wood pulp for paper, and it
has many uses In the arts of which the
general public knows nothing. Its peculiar
odor requires heat to bring out the full
strength. Burning brimstone Is a great
fumlgator, and the fumes will destroy any
kind of animal or Insect life. It was for-
merly used as a medicine for some kinds
of skin diseases. A man who stood look-
ing at the ground article, being asked yes-
terday, said that when a boy he had some
skin disease, and he had to take sulphur
every day mixed with molasses. He hated
to take the stuff, and avoided doing so
whenever be could. HJs father gave him
a scolding one day for not "taking his
medicine," and he went and mixed up a
whole round which had Just been brought
home, and nte the whole of it. All the
doctors In that county managed to save
his life, but the dose cured his disease,
and It never returned.

Once upon a time a Reformer called
upon a Politician. "The City Is full of
Iniquity." said he. "Let Me run It and It
will be A Whole Lot Better."

"What do you know about Politics?"
asked the Politician.

"Nothing." said the Reformer, "but I
am on the Square; I never mixed with ths
Gang."

"That's the trouble." said the Politician.
"Did you ever hear the Story ot tha
Owl and the Prairie Dog Town?"

"No," said the Reformer.
"Well." began the Politician, "once an

Owl lived In a Prairie Dog Town, and ha
found that Things didn't go to suit Him.

" This Is a bad Town. said he; 'it Is
not what It Ought to be. I'll have to
Reform It.' So he talked to the Prairie
Dogs, and they seemed to think It was a
Pretty Good Town.

"The Prairie Dogt don't know how" bad
the Town Is.' said He; I must get Some-
body KIse to Help me in the Cause of
Reform." So he Went to a Snake, and
the Snake said: 'I'm with You: I'm not
getting All that's Coming to mo In this
Town anyway.'

"The Owl and the Snake Cooked Up
a plan of Reform, and the Snake got
other 'Snakes, and the Owl got other
Owls. And they turned: down the Prairie
Dogs at the Primaries, and made Law9 of
their Own.

" These are good Laws.' said the Sjnake.

But when the Owl came to Examine them
he saw that they gave the Snakes the
Best of It. and were no hotter for the
Owls than the Prairie Dogs' Laws.

" T don't like these Laws,' he said to
the Snake.

" 'Well,' said the Snake, "neither do tha
Prairie Dogs. Why don't the Both of
You Move to Some Other Town?" "

"Well, but I am not an Owl." said the
Reformer, when the story was finished.

"Oh." said the Politician.

A Vernal Dream.
Boston Courier.

I dreamed a dream tho other night when all
around was still,

I dreamed that Spring arrived without a hint
ot drug or pill.

That on the houses everywhere my wondering
glances met

Not e'en a semblance of that vernal sentiment.
"To let."

I dreamed that waves of ambient air with
sweet repose were linked.

That organ-grinde- and stentorian, hucksters
were extinct.

That I could give my nostrils play beneath tha
arching sky

And get no noxious blast from burning garden
rubbish nigh.

Unto my dulcet hush there came no jar of
moving van.

Along my fenceways lurked no iunlc nor old
tomato can.

My household goods and chattels stood In un-
disturbed repose.

And not a clothesline waved with freight ot
carpets and old clothes.

Unknown to all the land were broom and mow
and whitewash bruh.

In slippered feet I walked- - Immune from sa-
ponaceous slush.

The hallways no collisions bred with scourers
and scrubs.

And cot a single meal was served on station- -
ary tubs.

But from this velvet trance, alas! I woke with
muscles sore

To find myself In chaos prono upen the garret
floor.

And hear a vocal dagger stab my unsuspecting
ear,

With. "John, get up and stir yourself 1 Th
moving van la here."


