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IN HIS OWN BEHALF

Congressman Tongue on the
Porto Rican Bilk

SAYS IT IS A DESIRABLE MEASURE

Touches the President's Recomme-
ndationThe Necessity for Revenue

Was the Sole Consideration.

WASHINGTON, April 17. (To the Ed-
itorsThe Oregonlan of April 10, that has
Just reached me. contains the following
editorial note: "The citadel of the anti-Port- o

Klco forces appears to be the doc-

trine that free trade with the Island Is
a proposal of folly and Iniquity. It U
strange, then, that Representative Tongue,
for example, steadily retuses to point out
the obvious bearing of this doctrine upon
the President's assertion, that free trade
for Porto Klco Id 'our plain duty.' "

I take it that this is an Invitation ex-

tended In good faith for me to offer such
reasons or explanations as I may have to
give, if any, in reference to the Porto
Rican bill Just passed by both houses of
Congress, and signed by the President.
Accepting it In this spirit, I gladly compiy
with the invitation. This Is done more
readily for fear a failure to do so would
be construed as still further 'steadily
refusing" to Justify the vote given by
myself in favor of the bill.

Before doing so, permit one word. I am
not able to fully comprehend the opposi-
tion of The Oregonlan to the bill as nna.ly
passed by both houses of Congress. All
of the essential principles for which The
Oregonlan has so ably contended were es-

tablished and provided for in the "bill as Jt
passed the House. The principal objection
made by The Oregonlan, or at least the
one that aDDealed most strongly to me.
uas the fact that such bill appeared to
be the Inauguration of a policy of at-

tempting to protect ourselves lrom the
products of Porto Itleo. and establishing
trade barriers between us and them, seem-tngi-y

perpetual. With this objection 1 was
in earnest accord. But lis removal wai
secured by members of the House, whose
iacas were slm lar to my own, in a quiet
way, at a conference of the Republican
members. The bill as first reported fey tne
committee was entitled "A bill to regulate
the trade of Porto Klco and for other
purposes." The operation of the bill was
unlimited as to time. Certainly, upon its
face, and especially In the light of tne
lmormauon we tnen possessed, the bill
biemtd to have no Other object, except
that of offering restrictions upon trade
and endeaorlng to protect certain Inter-
ests from competition with the products
of Porto Rico. 'When it was pointed out
that something like th.s was necessary, not
for protection, but In order to pi o vide tem-
porary revenue to support the government
in Porto Klco until other means could
be deiscd. we urged upon the najs and
means committee to so change the bill that
Its purpose should be apparent upon Its
face, and that it could not by any possible
means be tortured into a precedent ueter
intended to be established. Ulns was
leadlly complied nith, the title of the act
was changed, a preamble was added to it
showing the reasons for the passage of
tne bill, and a nfth section added, limit-
ing its operation for two years.

Wliut Warn Added.
The bill, preamble and fifth section were

as follows: "An act, temporarily to pro-
vide revenues for the relief of the Island
of Porto Rico, and for other purposes."
"Whereas, 'ihe people of Porto Klco have
bjen deprived of markets for a large po.-tlo- n

of their products, and hate lost prop-
erty and crops by severe and unusjal
storms, whereby they are impoverished
and are unab.e to ray internal revenue and
direct taxes; and, whereas, temporary rev-
enue is necestary for their schools, their
roads, and their Internal improvements,
and the adm'nlstration of their govern-
ment; therefore, be it "enacted," etc

"Section 5. This act shall be taken and
held to be provisional in its purposes and
Intended to meet a pressing present need
for revenue for the Island of Porto Kico,
and shall not continue in force after the
1st day of March, 1302."

This changed the w hole character of the
bill, removed every vestige of It that
could be construed into any precedent fot
any purpose outside of the Constitutional
quesuon inolved. I do not, however, un-
derstand that The Oregonlan objects to
.the bill on Constitutional grounds. The
majority of the people of the United
State are not raising that question. Whll
the bill was in the Senate, Mr. Pcttui
moved to strike out a provision providing
for a special tariff upon coffee Imported
into Porto Rico. Notwithstanding that-suc-

provision is subject to every Consti-
tutional objection made to the other reve-
nue features of the bill. It received only H
votes, out of a Senate composed of 0 mem-
bers.

The Oregonlan goc6 to the root of th
matter when It states: "What Is right nnd
necessary to be done must be done; noth-
ing else will satisfy the people; nothiu;
else will meet the test In Congress; noth.
Ing else can expect sustenation of the
courts. If it is right and necessary to
give Porto Rico free access to our mar-
kets, thai must be done. If It is right and
necessary to proceed gradually with

In the Phlllpp nes, that must
be done." The' "Oftgonian might have
said. If It is right and necessary to pro-eee- d

gradually with the removal of trade
restrictions, that ought to be done. With
this preliminary, let me call attention to
the edltor.al at the commencement of my
letter.

Now. I presume the designation of "the
anti-Por- to Rican forces" Is intended to be
applied to the supporters of the bill. Letme call attention to the fact that In the
House of Representatives, the men who
supported this "bill, practically without ex-
ception, are men who favored the acqui-
sition and now favor the retention of all
of our newly acquired territories. They
are the men who are largely responsible
for the present policy of National expan-
sion. They Include the men who will be
held responsible In history for the suc-
cess or failure of this National policy.
They are entering upon legislation in ref-
erence to this newly acquired territory
with the hope of making this policy asuccess, with full knowledge of their re-
sponsibilities, and with the eyes of history
upon them.

Who Composed Opposition.
On the other hand, those composing the

opposition to the bill in the House, with
not to exceed a half dozen exceptions,
were opposed to the acquisition of eitherthe Philippines or Porto Rico, and are
now opposed to retaining either of them.Many were opposed to the acquisition of
Hawaii. They predicted that this new Na-
tional policy would be a failure; they are
anxious that it shuld be a failure; they
arc. willing to do all In their power to
"ake It a failure, and are willing to vote
--"r any measure that would render the
retention of this newly acquired territory
obnoxious to the people, prevent itsand render Its government a fail-
ure. Every public man and every promi-
nent newspaper in the United States thatopposed acquiring Hawaii. Porto Rico, the
Philippines or Ladrohcs. and now opposed
to retaining them. Including Bryan. At-
kinson, Billy Mason, solidly and unani-
mously oppose this bill. Under these cir-
cumstances I think it was hardly fair to
speak of the supporters of this bill as the
"anti-Port- o Klco forces."

Another statement Is that It appeared to
the supporters of this bill that "free trade
with the island Is a proposal of folly and
Iniquity." When we remember that the
bill Just passed gives absolute and un-
qualified free trade in all necessary food
products going from the United States Into
Porto Rico, that it removes S3 per 'cent of
existing duties at once upon all other

articles of commerce between the United
States and Porto Rico, that it removes ab-
solutely even this small duty wlth.n two
years at most, and Just as much rooner
as a legislature elected by the people
of Porto Rico so decides. It seems rather
strange to say that the supporters of such
a measure regard free trade with the
Island as a "proposal of folly and in-

iquity;" If so, they have enacted an un-
usual amount of "folly and Iniquity" to be
contained in one bilL Now, add to this
that the same people who supported and
passed this bill in both the Senate and
the House have passed & separate
bill through each House giving an
unrestricted commercial Intercourse be-
tween the United States and Ha-
waii, there is etill less ground for
making this charge against them. The
permanent policy of this legislation, so far
as this Congress can make It permanent,
is unrestricted commercial intercourse, ab-
solute free trade, between the people ol
Porto Rico and the people of the United
States. But hov Is this small retention ol
15 per cent of the present duties upon a
portion of their commerce for a period ol
twos ears, or until Porto Rico can provide
otherwise, consistent with the President's
assertion that free trade with Porto Rico
is our "plain duty"? I think, Mr. Editor,
you have propounded a very simple, easy
question, which can be simply and easily
answered.

Under the laws exiting prior to the
passage of this bill, full Dlngley dutlef
were collected upon the commerce between
the United States and Porto Rico. This
was a restriction upon trade that worked
more or less hardship.

The President's Recommendation.
The President recommended the removal

of these restrictions as a' measure of re-
lief to Porto Rico, suffering somewhat
from business depression and much moro
from damage caused by the Gevere storm
of August last, but doubtless the President
when recommending that the same com-
mercial privilege.' possessed by the several
states of the Union should be given to
Porto Rico felt that it would be equally the
"plain duty" for the people of Porto Klco
to sustain the same commercial burdens
and perform the same commercial duties
performed by the several states of the
Union. In every etate of the Union tho
duties collected under the Dlngley law at
the ports of entry are paid into the Treas-
ury of tho United States. Certainly the
President Intended that It would be the
"plain duty" of Porto Rico to submit to
the came burdens. In every state of the
Union, as well as the territories, our In-

ternal revenue laws are enforced and the
taxen prescribed. Including war taxes, are
collected upon numerous articles, spirits,
tobacco, various and numerous kind. of
drugs and medicines, stamps upon checks,
notes, mortgages and other commercial
transactions, and the money paid into the
National Treasury for the support of tha
Federal Government. The President cer-
tainly expected and Intended that It would
be the "plain duty" of the people of Porto
Rico to submit to these burdens and to
this taxation. In the several states of
the Union, including the State of Oregon,
the money neceesary to support the
various local institutions. Governmental
and educational. Is collected by direct tax-
ation, levied upon the property of tha
citizen. This, in some Instances, Is very
burdensome, and in some Instances aggre-
gates from 3 to 4 per cent of the assessed
valuation of the property. The President
certainly understood and Intended that it
would be the "plain duty" of Porto Rico
to mipport her own local, general and mu
nicipal government, educational, court and
police systems and road Improvements in
exactly the same way. No one who read
the President's message would Interpret
It In any other way. And I Inrist now that
when free trade is fully established In
Porto Rico that Just as soon as possible
Porto Rico should nerform these "Diain
'duties' and assist In defraying her ehara
of the expenses of the National and the
Federal Government. We have levied dur-
ing the last 12 months .something like
$00).000,000 upon our own people. In accord-
ance with the President's recommendation.
on the 9th of January last Mr. Foraker In.
troduced in the Senate a bill providing free
trade with Porto Rico and extending the
Internal revenue laws over that Island,
and It was referred to a committee, of
which he wae a member. On the 19th of
January last Mr. Payne Introduced a sim-
ilar hill In the House, and it was referred
to the committee on ways and means, of
which he is chairman. It then became the
duty of the committees of which these
gentlemen were members to enter upon
another phase of the Porto Rican question.
Up to that time the expenses of govern-
ment In tho island had been paid from
the amount of money In Porto Rico at
the time of the treaty of cession and by
duties collected .upon merchandise Import-
ed Into Porto Rico. The money on hand
had been exhausted, the treasury was
empty and the passage of these bite would
completely cut off every source of reve-
nue for the support of local government.
As Porto Rico has no local government, it
became then the "plain duty" of the com-
mittees of which these gentlemen wers
members to provide some method of sup-
plying the revenue that they were cutting
off In another way. Government must b
supported In Porto Rico, the courts must
be maintained, municipal regulations en-
forced. Justice administered, schools car-
ried on. roads Improved and repaired, all
of which would require considerable
money. These committees were called
upon to devirs the necessary legislation in
order to raise It. In the absence of a local
Legislature. It required Congressional ac-
tion. It then occurred to these gentlemen
that they were not possessed with an

ce of Information, and, at
the request of Senator Foraker. ns he
tells me this morning, the War Depart-
ment Instructed General Davis, the Mi-
litary Governor of Porto RIeo. to come to
Washington, appear before these commit-
tees and give such facts In hla possession
as might aid them In drafting the ncces.
sary fiscal legislation. It is no discredit
to either the Admlnlrtratlon. the Cabinet,
Senator Foraker or Mr. Payne to say that
up to that time they had not any real
conception of the awful conditions 'p
which the Industries of Porto Rico had
been left by the storms of August, 1S.
In a general way they knew there had
been a devastating storm that had worked
great Injury, about the particulars of
which they knew little. The advent of
General Davis into Washington revealed
the true condition of affairs In that Inland,
as It had not appeared before, and charged
the whole current of ler'tlation. His

before the committee Is responsi-
ble for this bill.

Porto Rico's Mlsfortnnes.
In August last a devastating storm

swept over Porto Itlco. The coffee Industry
supports from CO to 73 per cent of the
people of the Island ad comprises 60 to
73 per cent of Its induetrles. Before the
crops were gathered the storm totally de-
stroyed them. Not only that, but It had
worked such havoc with the coffee bushed
themselves that, according to the testi-
mony of General Davis, "It w"n take five
years to thesi coffee vegas."
and there will be necessarily yearn of need
and Industrial paralysis. General Davis
further says:

"But In August a calamity came upon
the island, the like of which It 1 impos-
sible to cite an example. I believe thcr.
have been similar calamities, but they are
fortunately unknown to the people of the
United States. In one day two-thi- rd ol
all the current wealth was obliterated; It
was wlpod out In one day. Every one
knows that such a calamity cannot occur
without disarranging everything commer-
cial. Industrial and social.

"The coffee land suffered worst. Thesj
trees are planted en the hill and mountain
slopes, and In many nlaccs the declivities
are very abrupt. Tho gale tore up the
trees, loorened the soil, and the deluge ot
watr converted the earth Into a semi-
fluid.

"Then followed landslides, and thou-
sands of acres of coffee plantations tl'd
down into the valleys: trees, soil, rocks and
every vestige of culture are piled up Is
the bottom of the valleys. In such cases
there Is no restoration porslble. for where
there were smiling groves arc now only
bald rocks which were uncovered by tb
avalinches.

"Where the soil was not disturbed the
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most of the coffee trees were either up-
rooted, broken off or stripped of foliage
and the immature berries. The larger trees
of other varieties, which are habitually
grown for shade to the coffee, were blown
down, and their protection to tno cones
trees Is also gone; so where the trees are
not wholly denuded, the protection of the
berries from the sun's heat is absent, and
the green fruit is blighted and spoiled.

"It will take five years to
these coffee vegas, and there will be nec-

essarily years of want and Industrial par.
alysls."

"It seems to me that Puerto Rico has
got to realize In some way J5.000.0CO a year
from taxes, at least. It ought to be much
more than that; but at least J3.009.0Q0. for
municipal government and Insular govern-
ment. Including public works and schools.

"Five million dollars Is two and a half
times more than I can collect from taxes,
to say nothing of the hurricane, and per-
haps five times as much as I can collect
now. To bridge over that, means must
come from somewhere, or this prostration
will continue."

I quote the following from the testimony
of General Davis before the Senate com
mittee:

Testimony of General Davis.
"Judging from the capacity of the Island

to pay taxes, and on the basis of present
tariff rates, and the condition of their in-

dustries, I should say It would be impru-
dent to expect to obtain more than 1L00,-00- 0

from all sources."
Mr. Pettigrew Suppose we houid repeal

the tariff, so as to have free trade with
the United States?

General Davis That would cut it still
more.

Mr. Pettigrew How much?
General Davis It would cult it about in

two.
Mr. Nelson What does your plan con-

template In regard to customs and Internal
revenue taxes? Are they to go into tho
general fund, or be devoted exclusively to
that country?

General Davis It is, of course. Immate-
rial where the money comes from; but
they must have a large revenue to admin-
ister the affairs of the government. My
suggestion is that all collections inure to
the country; but I am looking to see the
sources from which a revenue can be ob-
tained. A general system ot taxation to
produce revenue enough to carry on tha
government would amount to confiscation.

Mr. Pettigrew Can you collect xevenuo
enough to maintain the government?

General Davis Not for two or three
years on any basis.

General Davis was asked by Mr. Nelson:
Have you any system of taxation akin

to our Internal revenue taxation?
General Davis Only on two articles.

One. the liquor tax. of which I have
spoken, of 3 cents a. liter, and the other,
a tax on matches, the manufacture of
matches.

The chairman Do you levy tha tax
readily, or with difficulty?

General Davis With difficulty: no man
pas his tax readily.

He further testified that the people de-
pendent upon the coffee Industry had been
fed by the charity of the Government, and
JS00.000 expended In their behalf. He fur-th- er

pointed out that to undertake to en.
forco the internal revenue laws against
this class of people would not only be un-
dertaking an impossibility, but would pro-
duce untold dlscontenti4lt must be re-

membered that these people have lived
under different laws. They are not adapt.
ed to our laws, or our laws to them. The
tax levied upon the manufacture of to-

bacco In the United States, wealthy cor-
porations turning out lnTSiense quantities.
Is a small affair. The tax upon some of
our magnificent retail dealers Is not a
serious thing. The Internal revenue
stamps required upon cigars Is reasonably
light upon that class of our population
who indulge in those luxuries. In Porto
Rico, the manufacturer is frequently also
a retail dealer In a small building, doing
a small business, in both making and sell-
ing cheap cigars. To compel him to pay
a manufacturer's tax. a retail dealer's li-

cense, and In addition the 6tamp duties
upon his product, would drive him out of
business, and hlsfamlly to starvation. I
merely allude to this as the one instance,
showing that it will require time for the
people to adapt themselves and their busi-
ness to our laws, and for us to adapt our
laws to the condition of the people. Under
these circumstances, how could revenue
be raised for the necessary support of
governmental institutions In Porto Rico?
It was a condition to be met, not a theory
to be wrangled over. It pressed for Im-

mediate solution. There was an empty
treasury, officers unpaid."

General Davis further states: "The mu-
nicipal governments are many of them
prostrate, the police cannot be paid, the
prisoners cannot bo fed, and the schools
must be closed if not wholly supported
from the insular treasury." If direct
taxation could have been paid by tho
people of the Island, the Federal Govern-
ment Is possessed of no machinery to as-
sess or collect. But with the conditions
above described, such measures would
have been useless. But money must bo
procured from some source, and It could
be procured only by taxing somebody and
somebody's property. How could this be
done? Now It appeared to the committee
on ways and means that there was one
simple way that would work no oppres-
sion or hardship. It concluded for the
present, therefore, to abandon the attempt
to collect Internal revenue taxes, or to
levy direct taxation upon the property of
Porto Rico. It found that It would be
impossible for Porto Rico to perform tha
"plain duties" to the Federal Government
In the manner performed by other states.
It believed that the retention of a small
duty upon the commerce between Porto
Rico and the United States, which would
fall almost wholly on sugar and tobacco,
tho Industries best able to sustain It, and
apply all the money so collected toward
paying the expenses of Porto Rican gov-
ernment, for the present, at least, and
until borne other measures, better and
more effective, could be devised for raising
this revenue, was tho bst policy to adopt.
It was for thewe reasons the bill was In.
troduced and finally passed. The 23 per
cent duties were lowered to 15 per cent.
In order to prevent any appearance of on
attempt to protect the growers of Ameri-
can sugar and American tobacco, from
the insignificant competition with the pro-
duction of these Islands. The Government
has all the necessary machinery to collect
these taxes, and It will fall upon the peo-
ple best able to bear

Davis saysr "The sugar indus-
try has suffered much less than the oth-
ers." The sugar-plante- rs of Porto Rico
have paid their employes about SO cents a
day, have rich soli and excellent climate,
and have marketed about two-thir- ot
their product into the United States, pay-
ing full duties, and yet remained reason-
ably prosperous. As this bill removes 5
per cent of these duties It will certainly
Improve their condition, enhance their
wealth, and not be considered an "oppres-
sion."

Molnsprlntr of This BUI.
Here is the entire mainspring of this

legislation. In passing this law Congress,
Ignoring all other questions, has simply
endeavored to solve one problem, achieve
one result, meet one condition and an-
swer one question how best under the
present unusual conditions, and In the
most humane waycan necessary revenue
he raised to support government In Porto
Rico?

Unfortunately, at the time the first bill
was Introduced, It came very much as a
surprise. People had read the mesage
of the President referring to our "plain
duty" toward Porto RIeo. The report
of General Davis was not published until
long after tho writing of that message,
and few. If any, members of Congress
had read it. The testimony of General
Davis was, of course, given before the
committee and Its contents known prac-
tically to no one but the members of the
respective committees. The bill as drawn
did not disclose the real purpose. It was
susceptible of misconstruction and was
3Isconstrue&. There was on outburst ot

it. In Congress and
out of It. It was some time before the
members of Congrcssr"eager for informa-
tion, could ascertain the real existing' con.
dltlons, and the underlying necessities for

.....fa....?...,, wu. uuuiw; Vi UllgiUA
wild conjecture, absurd rumor, unreason

able motives were chasing each other
through the air. Newspaper correspond,
ents. with that peculiar enterprise born
by the lat exciting months In our his-
tory, and wearied with the apparent dull-
ness of Conrress, used their Imaginations.
conjectures and manufactured reasons be-

fore they were able to realize the truth.
The country has not yet escaped first im-

pressions produced by these means. While
writlnr this letter I have received the
first requests from Oregon for Information
tor copies ot the bill. Evidently the pub-
lic Is beginning to Investigate real con-
ditions, and In the end will know the facts.

An Interesting question has arisen. How
much. If any, of the sugar tax will be
borne by tho people of Puerto Rico, and
how much by the trusts? It has been
repeatedly stated on tha floor ot both the
House and Senate that practically the en-

tire crop of both sugar and tobacco is in
the hands of ihe great trusts of New
York. There has been some feeble at-
tempt to deny this. It Is claimed that
General Davis telegraphed that this story
was a pure fabrication. Diligent Inquiry
among Cabinet and Army officers and
members of Congress falls to find any
sur-- a dispatch from General Davis. But
now comes forward Mr. Flnley, the Eng.
llsh Vice-Cons- ul at San Juan, with the
explicit declaration that, at least so far
as sugar goes, It will not make the slight-
est difference to "tho trust" what action
on the tariff is taken. There is, he as-

serts, no basis for the reports about large
quantities of sugar in the Island awaiting
shipment. "On the contrary," the Vice-Cons- ul

explains, "all the sugar in Porto
Rico was exported long ago. We had no
sugar to supply the local demand, and It
was Imported from the United States for
that purpose. It brought, for local con-
sumption, 7 cents a pound. The United
States troops going to Puerto Rico took
their sugar with them, oecause It could
be purchased In the United States cheaper
than in Porto Rico."

This gentleman, by the way. still a
British subject after over 30 years a res-

ident in Porto Rico, has made Immense
wealth in that Island and owns a groat
number of plantations. But his statement
proves too much. It there Is not much
of It anyhow, why all these "tears?" Why
has that gentleman remained so long in
Washington, according to Mr. Dolllver, tho
most persistent lobbyist that ever appeared
before Congress, If there Is no sugar for
this tax to be levied upon? On the con-
trary, Mr. Dolllver hat stated that this
gentleman admitted that If-t- free-tra-de

bill was passed, he would clear $100,000.
We modestly submit that he should be
content with the JS5.000 and allow the other
to go to support the government of the peo-
ple among whom be has lived so long and
who have helped him to make his wealth.
But If, as he states, this year's crop
was exported long ago, where Is It? In
what warehouse? But, more Important
still, who is the owner of It? On that
there can be but one answer. There Is
but one purchaser in the United States
of unrefined sugar, and that is the

Company, of New York,
commonly called the sugar trust. Whether
a part of this sugar Is owned by such a
wealthy gentleman as Mr. Flnley or by
the sugar trust, it ought to submit to and
can submit to this alight duty, to be used
for the Government of Porto Rico. It is
much better. It Is much wiser, to attempt
to collect this tax from this class ot
people than it would be to attempt to col-
lect It from those whose industries have
been destroyed by the recent storms. This
is the whole question presented by this
bill. The only Issue Is whether we shall
attempt to collect this tax from the wealth
of Porto Rico or from Its poverty. By
this test the Justice of this bill must be
Judged. Should this law continue In force
more than the present year. It Is con-
ceded that this taxation would fall upon
the sugar and tobacco planters. Whether
It Is to continue or not Is a matter to be
determined entirely by the people of Porto
Rico themselves. If these gentlemen are
so anxious to escape this slight taxation
In this form, let them make prompt ap-
plication t5 the Porto Rican Legislature.
They may not be so successful in delud-
ing a Porto Rican Legislature as they
have been in deluding a great many of the
people of the United States In the belief
that they oppose this bill only because It
is enacted in their own Interests. I pre".
diet now that the Porto Rican Legisla-
ture will make no haste to terminate the
operation of the bill and that It will be in
operation the two full years.

Not Pleasant to Tote So.
Mr. Editor, It has not been pleasant to

vote against what seemed to be the ap-
parent sentiment of my neighbors and
friends. The only reward I hope for in
publla life. In addition to the approval of
my own conscience. Is to be able to re-
tain and be worthy of the respect and
friendship of my friends and tho approval
of the people who favored me with their
support and whom I have the honor to
represent. The pleasantest thing I could
do would be to obey their wishes In all
matters of policy and matters affecting
their Interests; their matured opinions
will have a controlling Influence with me.
There Is sometimes a temporary opinion,
not formed deliberately, but too hastily,
on Insufficient information, that it becomes
the duty, the painful duty. It Is true, but
nevertheless the duty, of a true represent-
ative, who has fuller means of Informa-
tion, to resist. I have had this duty to
perform before. A hastily-forme- d public
opinion seemed to demand that the resolu-
tion passed in Congrew declaring war with
Spain should be based upon revenge, not
grounds sustained by International law.
It seemed to demand that we must recog-
nize the Independence of the Cu-
ban Republic and go Into the war against
them as the pcrvants or allies of General
Gomez. These sentiments seemed very
strong: the air seemed filled with them.
Many able and dignified men of both
branches of the National Legislature wen;
carried away with them. It required cool
Judgment, courageous leadership, to pre-
vent disastrous effects. On those matters
I acted as my conscience and best Judg-
ment led me to believe was right. A mora
matured public opinion has approved o!
this course. In this Porto Rican matter,
all the clamor about members being
whipped Into support of this bill Is raer?
rot. No man has Instructed or reciuesled
me to vote for It, nnd no man in high
nuinoruy, me --resiaent. Speaker or any
one etoe, has urged or requested my
support of this bill.

I supported It believing that, under the
circumstances. It was the best, wisest andTight thing to do.

I believe ccafldently that the people olthe State of Oregon, upon careful consid-
eration, will accord me at least sincerity
of purpose and In the end will approve
my Judgment. THOMAS H. TONGUE.

A PUBLIC RECEPTION.

To Hon. P. A. Falkenbers;, at theArmory, Tonight Programme.

The Woodmen of the World of this cityare making preparations to give a "mo-nster reception to their Head Consul. Hon.F. A. Falkenberg, of Denver, Colo. Mr.Falkcnberg is said to bo a very fine orator,and In order to accommodate the people
who wish to hear him the Woodmen have
secured the Exposition building for to-
night and Invited the public to come andenjoy tho following programme, whichwill be rendered:

Overture Mount Tabor Band.
Address of welcome Mayor W. A. Sto- -

Vocal solo, selected Mme. NorellLHornpipe dance, in costume Miss RosleForbes.
Song Colored quartet.
Introductory remarks Neighbor J. M.Long.
Address Hon. F. A. Falkenberg.
Vocal solo, selected J. Adrian Epplng.
Selection Mount Tabor Band.Song Colored quartet.
Exhibition drill Degree team of Mult-

nomah Camp.
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Shake Into Your Shoes

AlWna Foot-Eat- a poWar. It nu painful. Kurt.Inc. Derosa faat aad larrowlM nalla. tad uuanrirtakaa tb arts oat et cant sad traaiona. It'a lha
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When
The woman follows the man choice though the path leads
into wona uniroauen and untried, w nar, is ner reward many time wnen
her health is broken by the burdens she has borne for the man's sake, reward
is to see him turn from her to seek rosier oheeks and brighter eyes. It is man's
nature -- to crave beauty in the wife as the maid. And what woman is there,
who would not be happy to keep her maiden bloom when motherhood has
crowned wifely happiness? Some women seem to have found this secret of
perpetual youth. Age cannot wither them." They have learned that fairness
of face- - and form depend upon the health, and that the general health depends
upon the local womanly health. They establish regularity of the periods. They
dry the disagreeable drains which draw the luster from the eyes and the
vermilion from the lips as well as sap the body's strength. They quench the
internal fires of inflammation in which the veiy 'elements of beauty are con-
sumed. They heal the ulcer which gnaws into the very life. They walk the
world as wonders women exempt from the sacrifice to love. How have they
done this? By the use of Dr. Pierce's Favorite Prescription, which makes vxak
ivomen strong and sick women well. It matters not how weak the woman is, or
how sick she is, Favorite Prescription will cure the womaly ills that vex her
will round out the sunken curves of her form, put light in her eyes, tint her
cheeks with health's carnation, and make her glad -- and happy woman. Hun-
dreds of thousands of women testify to the truth of these statements. Let every

.ailing woman read the two testimonials given below and remember that these two
women speak for more than half million other women cured by the skill of
Dr. Pierce and by the use of his Favorite Prescription."

mere is no alconol
opium, cocaine and other

INDESCRIBABLE
" Words tell I suffered for thirteen

years uterine trouble and
pains my and back," writes Mrs.

of N. W. Ter.
"I can't describe the misery was to be on my feet

at a I not eat nor sleep.
I wished to die. I saw Dr. Pierce's

and I try them..
Had not one till I was feeling well.

I had five bottles of
and one of Golden Medical

I was like new eat and and
do all my own I of

from female weakness to Dr Pierce's
a fair for I the benefit she

will receive."

KT TO DAY
the and help of

of women's
private Address Or,

FRIETCHIE'S FLAG

One Stoncrvnll Jackson's Officers
Sas the Story Is Myth.

NEW April General Henry
Kyd who was an offlcer on tha
staff of In
Cooper Union last night on that great sol-

dier. General the en-

try Into Frederick, where
lived, but General Jackson never saw

her. If she owned United States flag.
General was never able to find
It out. Certain is she never waved
It from her In challenge to the
Confederates.

Jackson never even passed
Barbara Freltchle's said Geeral

"It seems hard to believe that
all that poem Is fiction, but the
fact Not even her will
sancUon the story- - General Just
before an entry Into Frederick, had been

injured by, fall from a horse
that had been presented to him by soma
of his We were obliged to place
the General In an ambulance and stop at
Best's Grove, about three miles from
Frederick.

on the following Sun-
day Insisted on being taken Into

In an ambulance to attend
church. He did not return to town again
unUl tho of tho supposed Inc-
identSeptember 10. ISC The we again
took him into town in tho ambulance.
"We at the corner Patrick and
Main streets, and there asked somo of
the citizens misleading questions about
the surrounding Then di-

rected that I drive with him to the
of the Rev. Dr. Ross, the Presby-

terian clergyman, whose church we had
on the precedingSunday even-

ing. It was still so early Dr. Ross was
not up. so left a card.

"Wo drove the ambulance past tho pres-
ent courthouse, past the home of Will-
iam Bantz. then down Mill alley to Mid-dleto-

when we reached
column and rode to the front. We did
not pass Barbara Frletchle's houe. Bar-
bara Frletchle, I have learned after long
and painstaking Investigation, was 06

years old that time. Sbo was

Ttlfii r'f 36' I . P.. - jvf -- J6-.-

Love IsvwiTm
of Eden
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"
.bavorite Prescription7 and it is entirely free from

narcotics.

MISERY. GRATEFUL BEmSSB WmBS.
cannot what

dragging -- down
through hips John

Dickson, Grenfell, Assiniboia Disk,

long time. could Often
Then medi-

cines advertised thought would
taken

After 'Favorite Pre-
scription Discovery

a woman. Could sleep
work. would entreat any lady

suffering give
Prescription trial, know

nft- -

advice
cure

BARBARA

a
YORK.

Douglas,
Stonewall Jackson, lectured

Douglas described
Barabra. Frcit-chl- o

a
Douglas

casement

"General
house,"

Douglas.
beautiful

remains. relatives
Jackson,

seriously a

admirers.

"General Jackson,
evening.

Frederick

morning

stopped

country.
resi-

dence

attended

pike, Jackson's

helpless

her of

her

her

bottle
taken

"Words cannot express how grateful I am for
your kind advice and your 'Favorite Prescrip-tion,'- ."

writes Mrs. D. B. Barricks, of Perrows,
Campbell Co., Va. "I feel that it has cured me".

I had been in poor health for four years. Suffered
greatly my right side, also with bearing-dow- n

pains, and ray nerves were in a dreadful
After using four bottles of your ' Favorite Prescrip-
tion ' I am now well. I am the mother of two
children. With the first child I suffered twenty-eig- ht

hours, and with the second I used your medi-
cine and was sick only three hours. I believe
Dr. Pierce's Favorite Prescription to be the best
medicine in the world for suffering females. I wish
you great success, and hope that God will bless you
in your noble work."

yu are sc y'J aro touted to consult Dr
Pierce by letter free cf charge, and so gMeShi

one of the foremost specialists in the treatment and

?ttSSS2ZEr.
and almost blind. No soldier saw a flag at
the window. Her relatives, with whom I
have talked, admit that there Is no foun-
dation for the story on which Whlttier
has written such a beautiful poem.

Mrs. Southworth. the novelist,
and consequently unhampered by facts. Is
said to have given Whlttier the story. I
was with Jackson at th Ume was In
the vicinity of Frederick, and I can say
that the beautiful poem Is a myth."

a

XortU Yakima Xotcs.
NORTH YAKIMA. April The School

Board has adopted the plans of Architect
E. BIssell. this city, for tho new-
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school building that 13 to be put up this
Summer. The structure will be of brick
or stone, and will cot Jll.VO- -

J. C. Loncrgan has Just returned from
Montana, where he bought liO head ot beeC
cattle that will average 1.VO pounds. Oa
June 1 Mr. Lonergan will leave Seattle
for Nome with the cattle.

i 3 a

Transport Goo to Valdei.
SEATTLE. April 14. The transport

Rosecrans sailed last night for Port Val-de-s.

Alaska, 'with a cargo of lumber and
Government supplies. She also carried
Company G, Seventh United States Infan-
try, comprising 1(5 men and ofllcera.

IUtf FVicrtf
D HAVffDurchasecrthcsTisht

and title for the sale of
the Dr. Sanden Electric

Belt. This I guarantee on a
$5000 bond to be the gen-
uine, original and only pat-
ented Sanden Belt. This is
the Belt made exclusively
for me In the year 1399. and
having a 30 years' reputa-
tion. This is the Belt with

a world-wid-e record as the grandest remedy for RHEU-
MATISM. KIDNEY TROUBLE, and all PAINSand all WEAK-
NESS of man and woman.

I challenge any one to dispute the above. I om now selling these Belts
at half price. Call and examine these Belts and test them, or send for prices
and book, "Three Classes of Men," mailed free.

S HA1 I 253 Washington StUTm O. O. BI.L.L9 Portland, Oregon


