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THE THREATS OF THE BOERS.

The British are not pressing the
campaign In South Africa. sinee it is
not now necessary they should. It Is
evident that Lord Roberts Is endeavor-
Ing to avold waste of life. By means
of ite enormously superior resourees the
British Government can keep up a pres-
sure of force upon the Boer States
which they cannot very long sustaln.
Even I there should be not mueh more
fighting, the Boers cannot malntaln for
an indefinite perind the effort necessary
to hold the British armies at bay. The
resources of the two states will be ex-
hausted, under such pressure, within a
short time—within a few months, or a
Fear or two, at furthest. As a result of
such tension, collapse Is inevitable.

power of reslstance will be worn
out.

Again it is reported that the Boers
will blow up the mines, They prohably
Wil -And they may also destroy the
City of Johannesburg. These desper-
ate measure, will not avert the doom of
theso two states, but will only be the
means of rendering thelr obliteration
more complete: and they wiil justify
all the severities of reprisal which the
British Government may see fit to en-
force. To blow up the mines and to de-
stroy the Clty of Johanneshurg would
be acts of vandalism, without avall as
military expedients, and therefore
without excuse at the bar of the world.
Citation of Moscow as a precedent s
absurd, for s destruction turned the
Freneh out Into a Russian Winter,
While Johannesburg is In a climate
where shelter from cold Is not neces-
BATY to armles.  Destruction of the
mines weuld be purely an act of Venge-
ance, which could in no way help the
llitary situation or condition of the

s, But It would furnish the Brit-
ish with justification for thelr war upon
such a people, and the world with proof
that It was time =uch & people had
ceased to exist, as an independent po-
ltical body In contact with the world,

The world may look for this devasta-
tion; but the British armies wil] go for-
ward all the same, and the Roer States
will cease to exist. The waste will be
repaired In time, though the loss will
be encrmous, If the British Empire
were fighting merely for the minee,
slmpiy for property, It might well de-
sist. But it is fighting a foe that has
challenged its soverclgnty, insulted its
majesty, invaded Its territory: and It
Wil punish that foe at whatever cost,
and without stopping one moment to
count the cost. as all great nations have

done, and always will do, in clreum-
Stences similar. It s not a wise valor
that wantonly plucks lons by the

beard,

UNHEST IN THE FAR EAST.

Late news from Japan indicates the
certain and perhape not slow approach
of the time when Russia and the Island
Kingdom shall become embrolled in
mmatters that can only be settled by
war, The demand of Russia to be al-
lowed to land troops In Core is held to
be evidence of the Intentlon to
strengthen the Czar's grip upon Japan,
and, together with other movements of
BgETessive slgnificance, leads to the be-
lef that such embrollment may not be
far distant. The war spirit s sald to
run high In Japan. Her people, bellev-
ing the canflict to be irrepressible, pre-
fer that it should come before the com-
pletion of the trans-Siberisn Railway.
With pride In thelr new navy and ahso-
lute confidence in iis prowess, and In
&ctual touch with their base of sup-
plies, the Japanese believe that they
are In relatively better condition to
"Wage war In Asiatle waters than is
Russia. Japan's fleet 1s more than a
match for that of Russia In these wat-
ers, and milltary critics estimate that
she would be able to throw Into Corea,
&t very short notice, nearly a quarter of
8 million men, or a force sufMcient to
overcome by sheer welght of numbers
the Russian strength on the Pacific,

The tenslon between these two pow-
ers became dangerous soom after the
close of the Chinese-Japanese war In
18M. Japan made war with China for
the purpose of making Corea independ-
ent of Chinese control. After the clore
of the war, Russia robbed her of a part
of the frults of victory by forcing a
release of the Liao-Tung peninsula,
The humiliation which compliance
with this demand placed upon Japan
was bitter, and the irritation growing
out of it has been Increased by subse-
quent agEressions rather than softened
by time, untll now the differences be-
tween the two nations are appareatly
unreconcilable except through the ar-
bitrament of war. The question, sim-
ply stated, is this: Two aggressivo
races bent on expansion stand face to
face In a fierce rivalry for power and
influence over the same territory in the
Orlent. Heretofore the advance move-
ment of Russia has been careful and
in & pacific though resolute temper. It
bhas, however, been thorough-going
£nd to all appearance Irresistible, Rus-
slan troops have occupled the great
province of Manchuria for several
years; and to all intents and purposes
Russia now possesses that territory.
The next step is to selze Corea; but
here Japan's interests are so vital that
Ppeaceable possession Is not lkely to be
allowed. Corea and China gre not only

the natural flelds for Japan's manufac-
tures and products, but they form the
slorehouses from which she draws her
supplies. :
Should Russia, by selsure or con-
quest, become the controlling power in
Corea, Japan would be menaced seri-
ously, If not, In emergency, vitally, In
a military sense, and her commercial
activity would be confined to the nar-
row Hmit of her home territory. The
warllke front which she presents to
Russia, therefore, i due to the belief
that she must fight that power, if she
would mnot surrender plecemeal the
holdings and commercial Influence ac-
quired through her successful war with
China, and that she is now much better
prepared to measure swords with her
powerful enemy than she will be when
the completion of the Siberian Rallway
brings Russia In close touch with her
exhaustiess source of supplies,

THEY DON'T KNOW BRYAX,

Baston sometimes has queer ways of
looking at things, and Bostoneése vaga-
ries of political reflection should not
be viewed too critically; but when the
Boston Herald, the most dignified and
possibly the most thoughtful of all the
Boston papers, begins its definition of
the issues of the campalgn by exclud-
ing the only two things that really are
Issues, It Is time to protest. Ae for sil-
ver, It says, that “ls out of the run-
ning.” As for expansion, “that is set-
tled.” As to Hawall, Puerto Rico and
the Phillppines, it says: “No party
proposes that the Tnited States shall
glve up thelr possession.”

The only objection to this view of the
campaign Is that It is contrary to the
facts. It would be all right, but it i=
all wrong. Sllver and the disposition of
the Philipplnes are the issues of the
campalgn. If the Herald doesn’t know
this. it hasn't read Mr. Bryan's recent
speeches or the Nebraska platform, his
work, or the Oregon platform modeled
on the Nebraska platform. If sllver
and expansion are not at Issue today,
then the money standard was not at
stake in 1888, nor the tariff in 1582, nor
the extension of slavery in 1860,

The proposals In this campalgn, as in
1886, come from the Democrats, They
areé the party of opposition, and it is the
opposition’s function to offer an alter-
native instead of the course pursued by
the party In‘power. As for the party
in power, It has to stamd by its record.
Whatever It professes, the people have
a right to hold It to that record. It
has pursued a purpose to retaln the
Spanish islands, and it must shoulder
the responsibility. It has enacted a
gold-standard law, and no professions
for sllver or “bimetali=m™ it might
make at Philadelphla can impalr its en-
tire responsibllity for advocacy and In-
tent to retain the gold standard.

The party of opposition, then, as has
been sald, is required to make alterna-
tive proposals; and justice compels ree-
opnition that from this responsibility It
does not shrink. It has alternatives
and It puts them forward. One is free
sliver—that Is, the Chicago platform,
This is the first thing in all the Demo-
cratic platforms—"We affirm the Chi-
cago platform in whole and In part.”
That is the first thing in the Lincoin
platform and in the Portland platform,
and will be the first thing In the Kan-
sas City platform. Bryan, In fact, Is
and will be his own platform, and he
stands by silver.

If the Herald thinks nobody demands
abandonment of the Philippines, It
should read Mr. Bryan's speeches and
the platforms that have been drafted
at his dictation. What s the demand
of the Democrats regarding the Philip-
pines? The answer is, thelr independ-
ence. This Is the burden of Bryan's
speeches, this is the specific declara-
tion of the Nebraska and Oregon plat-
forms. To say that nobody proposes to
abandon the Philippines is as accurate
as to say that nobody proposes to nom-
Inate Bryan for President. Take silver
and “anti-imperialism™ out of the Dem-
ocratic proposals, and there is nothing
left but a mass of shapeless jelly. The
backbone Is gone.

The underiying character of the
Demo-Populist party is hostility to
property and worship of the right of
free riot. Its basis s soclallstic, with
tendency to anarchy. Free colnage of
sliver, debasement of money and sur-
render of the Philippine isilands are its
aflirmative demands.

CRITICISM THAT KILLS,

The criticlsm of General Buller and
his subordinates by Lord Roberts
is confirmed by letters written home
to England by officers of high rank,
who served under General Buller
during the whole campalgn on the
Hne of the Tugela. Some of these
letters have been printed, and one of
them contalns a denunciation of Gen-
eral Buller as fighting his splendld sol-
diers without either strategy or tactics
The officer who wrote this letter com-
pares Duller's generalship to the action
of & blind man feeling his way forward
by tapping a wall with his stick. He
says that the splendld Irish brigade
was Inexcusably sacrificed Ly its com-
mander, Genera! Hart. The flercest
criticism of General Buller, Sir Charles
Warren and General Hart does not
come from the army correspondent, but
from British officers of high rank and
reputation, who served gallantly on the
firing line during the whole of the
fighting for the relief of Ladysmith.
These officers indignantly deny that
General Buller forced the enemy to
withdraw, and Insist that but for Lord
Roberts’ movement Buller would never
have entered Ladysmith.

Lord Roberts Is doubtiesa In posses-
slon of plenty of testimony to justify
his severe criticlsm of Buller's milltary
capacity, and In face of such eriticlsm
the wonder is that General Buller is left
iIn command of an army of 30,000 men.
Perhaps Buller has politleal “pull™
enough at home to retain his com-
mand, but the logical effect of the pub-
lcation of Lord Roberts' coriticlsm
would be the rellef of General Buller
or his resignation. With such an In-
dictment of his military ability as that
framed by Lord Roberts, General Bul-
ler cannot hope to retain the confidence
of his commend In the future, and un-
less the War Office expected General
Buller to follow General Gatacre to
England 1t would hardly have pub-
lished Lord Roberts’ report. Lord Rob-
erts has had a great opportunity to ex-
pose the utter military Incompetency
of the Wolseley pets in the English
Army, and he has not thrown it away.
He does not make any attempt to dis-
guies his opinion that the English Army
under General Buller before Ladysmith
is correctly defined by what Kinglake
called the English Army in the Crimea,
“an army of lions commanded by jack-
aeses.””

It General Buller Is not relleved from
command, it is not lkely that Lord
Roberts will attempt any movement

whose success will depend upon the co-
operation of Buller's army. Except un-
der his own eye and personal direc-
tion, Lord Roberts could not trust Bul-
ler's capacity; and for this reason Bul-
ler is not likely to be given any im-
portant work to do. Lord Roberts will
pull the laboring oar, and may do to
Buller's army what Grant did to the
army of General Thomas n the Spring
campalign of 18688. He may order ita
best troops, beyond what are neces-
sary to hold Ladyamith and the rail-
way from Durban to the Boer frontier,
sent to his own army. Thomas was too
slow In preparation and on the march
to satisfy Grant, so he ordered General
Schofield, with Thomas’ best troops, to
go east, and sent theém to North Caro.
Hna.

THE DEMOCRATIC GOLDEN-WINGED
WOODPFECKER.

There Is & good deal of satire directed
at the “"Mugwump bird," a kind of po-
Htleal cuckoo that sometimes lays its
€gge In the nest of one party and some-
times In that of the other, the chief
solicitude of the mugwump bird being
the hatching of its egge and the shelter
of its young with the least trouble and
care to Itself. Sometimes the mug-
wump bird's eRE doesn’t hatch, elther
hecause the légitimate makers and oc-
cupants of the nest pitch It overboard
or because they refuse to sit upon It
and warm it Into life, so that it becomes
an addled egg through neglect. But
the Democratic golden-winged wood-
pecker {s not a cuckoo at all; It Is a
bird of very strong local attachments
to the original Democratic nest, from
which It reluctantly took to flight in
1888, when the Demo-Populist red-
headed woodpeckers and the plebald
Sllver-Republican woodpeckers became
the ruling forces of the party. Some of
the golden-winged Democratic wood-
peckers In 1896 undertook to flock by
themselves; some of them imitated the
exampie of the mugwump bird and
Julned the ranks of the Republican
golden-winged woodpeckers, but, al-
though this brought them Into good so-
clety and furnished them with revenge
upon the red-headed and piebald
Demo-Populist woodpeckers who had
dispossessed them of thelr ancestral
home, It did not furnish them with a
warm officlal nest in which to lay eggs,
hatch them and thus Increase and mul-
tiply thelr following. So the golden-
winged Democratic woodpeckers have
been of late trying to fly back to the
old nest, but the piratical birds who
hold the fort deny them admittance on
any tolerable terms of submission.
They can come into the nest, but must
be content 40 oecupy & back seat and
must eat the same identical crow that
they refused to swallow when they
took to flight In 1864,

These golden-winged Demoecratle
woodpeckers are the unconsclous polit-
leal humorists of the time. They sea
plainly that Bryan will be renominated,
but solemniy attempt to lubricate him
before swallowing him. They s=ay no
harm can come to the country and to
business, even if Bryan Is elected; that
the Senate Is surely Republican, and
that the passage of the gold-standard
law makes free silver colnage and a
disturbance of industrial conditions an
Impossibility. But, unfortunately, this
song and dance of the Democratic
golden-winged woodpecker Is discred-
ited by Mr. Bryan himself, who per-
emptorily refuses to be lubricated. “It
you swallow me,” Bryan says In sub-
stance, “you must take me just as I
am, without one plea.”

This is the anewer of Mr. Bryan to
the golden-winged Democratic wood-
peckers, whose delusive song and
dance, as executed locally, seems to
have excited nothing but mirth and
contemmpt on part of the red-headed
Demo-Populist woodpeckers and thelr
allles, the sliver-bellled Republican
birds, who are the eccentric occupants
of the ancestral Democratic nest, even
as prairie dogs, rattlesnakes and owls
wiil live in harmony sometimes in the
samée hole. When Inman, a leading
golden-winged Democratic wpodpecker,
was urged for Mayor, he was promptly
turned down: when another returning
golden-winged Democratic woodpecker
with tears in his eyes pleaded against
fusion with the Populists, he, Loo, was
turned down. Why not? What else
can a man expect who Invokes the
memory of Jefferson and Jackson in an
assembly whose theory of finance
would have seemed lunacy to Jefferson,
whose theory of Popullstic jegislation s
in complete subversion of Individualism
in government, strenuously asserted by
Jefferson and supported by Jackson?

These returning Democratio golden-
winged woodpeckers deserve all the
contempt they recelve, for they are at
least old enough to know better than
to pretend that they can swallow Bryan
as & Democratic nominee, but not as
a Populist nominee. They will be
obliged to swallow not only Bryan, who
i= really a Populist and never was any-
thing else, but they will be obliged to
swallow him standing on the Chicago

tform, which Includes mnot only a
free-sllver plank, but a number of very
rotten Populistic planks., They will be
obliged to swallow Bryan without jubri-
cation. They will be obliged, If they
accept the Chicago platform, not only
to cut off their gold wings of 1898, but
to wear the plumage of the red-headed
Demo-Populist woodpecker, They will
find out if they elect Bryan that they
“have poured out the baby with the
bath.”

The putting out of commission of so
many warships 1= significant at this
time chiefly because of the explanation
offered. In polnt of fact, It Is not neces~
sary or economlical to keep all the ef-
fective vessels of the Navy In ecom-
miselon in a time of profound peace
with all maritime powers, neither Is It
expected. Butl when one vessel after
another Is retired for the reason that
thelr commanders and crows are needed
for the new vessels that must be placed
in commission In order that contract-
ors’ obligations to the Government may
be canceled, the situation assumes a
mildly serious aspect, which, under the
shadow of a warcloud, might speedily
become acute. Men competent to com-
mand and work naval vessels cannot
be plcked up at random under stress of
emergency. The one arm of the gov-
ernment that demands tralned hands
for Ita service Is the Navy, and it ap-
pears that, though the United States
Government is bullding a Navy aiowly,
as compared with the activity in this
line of its possible foes among the Eu-
ropean powers, its preparations to man
its ships are In & yet more backward
state. Whether with the schoolships
we have afloat., with men in train-
ing, and the cadets that are un-
der instruction at Annapolls, this
serious shortage in Naval officers will
in due course of time be met, the
public Is not advised. Certainly the

anomalous condition of
might easily become
rected.

Gratifying evidence of substantial
growth of the type that attracts home-
bullding is seen In the petitlon for the

‘| tunities for the establishment of the

homes of jabor, and no form of growth
is more welcome than that which takes
on the manufacturing phase. This Is,
indeed, growth along two distinot lines,
both of which are permanent. The free-
holder among the laboring classes Is the
ideal citizen. He is never in the an-
archist’'s audience, and he makes a spe-
cialty of labor's opportunities rather
than of ita grievances. Portland may
well congratulate herself upon the es-
tablishment of any Industry that is the
nucleus of modest suburban homes, and
should not fail to extend to this and
these, as far as is at all practicable,
the benefits of Bull Run water for the
usual consideration.

A suggestive ceremony, and In a way
a pathetic one, Is the annual presenta-
tion at Westminster Abbey on Maun-
dy Thursday of a small gift from the
Queen to aged and deserving persons
in number equal to the years of her iife.
Elghty-one of these feeble pensloners
upon the Queen's grace and bounty tot-
tered up the Abbey chancel on Thurs-
day of last week to recelve royal alms,
the presentation of which is the only
rite of an exhaustive church formula
which English soverelgns have prac-
ticed on this day since the relgn of
James II. As observed now from year
to year, it Is chiefly suggestive of the
great age of the Queen, relatively few
of the thousands of spectators who wit-
ness the ceremony attaching any sig-
nificance to it beyond that which at-
tends a graclous bestowal of charity by
the aged soverelgn to a specified num-
ber of the aged poor of her realm.

-

We may not be quite sure what ex-
President Cleveland is driving at in his
ietter to the Democratie Club at Brook-
Iyn, but it se¢ems certain that he views
several things with alarm. Speaking
of the party in power, he glves utter-
ance o this luclid sentence: “We
should too well understand their ability
to attach to their fortunes the power-
ful contingent of selfish Interests to
place confident rellance upon the weak-
ness which ought to be the penalty of
thelr misdeeds.” The rest of the letter
is In much the same solemn and pon-
derous style of vagueness. But his
purpose seems to have been to whack
the Republican party for {ts misdeeds
and the Democratic party for its falss
leadership. It would have been more
becoming to the record of the Prince-
ton sage If he had sald plainly what
he meant and all he meant.

8o far as heard from, Oregon was not
represented at the Trane-Mississippl
Congress. Bryan was. It used to be
the fashion out here to take the con-
gress seriously, and public-spirited citl.
zens went to much trouble and expense
to attend. Governmor Geer was at the
Salt Lake sesslon, a year or two ago,
and found, what had already  been
pretty well known, that It was In the
control of wild silver propagandists and
Bryan boosters., Since then Oregon has
stayed away, and so have others who
have not desired to contribute to the
misrepresentation and stultification of
the West by this lll-advised and mis-
guided body.

Debs contermmplates another mission-
ary visit to the Northwest. All that
is wanting is the necessary funds, The
Jawsmith is worthy of his hire, but, In
the case of Debs, his pay should be pre-
clous small, a little less than enough
to keep him ocut of mischlef and jall,
which he once occupled with much sat-
isfaction to the public and with poor
profit to <4mself,

The President wants the Nicaragua
Canal. The Republican majority wants
the canal; the Democratic minority ls
not fighting the canal; and the people
are practically unanimous about It
Everybody is for it, and nobady Is able
to get it through Congress, nor has
been for long years, nor will be until
its false friends are unmasked.

Dewey Is wanting In the vital essen-
tial for Democratic Viece-Presidentia)
candidacy, a bar’l. He would fill the
popular imagination, but Bryan does
that, and always gives a good show for
the money. Possibly Dewey could be
put on as proxy for Brother-ln-Law
McLean, who would provide the glnews.

It cost Clark $500,000 to be elected,
and the Montana article of vindication
may come as high. Let him move on
to the State of Washington. If prece-
dent counts for anything, he can there
secure for much less money a Populist
Legislature and a vindication thrown
in.

The total collapse of the Dewey boom
may not seem strange when It ls re-
membered that the New York World
was its sponsor. Unhapplly, the child
may not select its parent.

We are left uncertain as to whether
the Republicang of New York want
Tim Woodruff for Vice-President: but
we are not left doubtful that Woocdruf!
wants Woodruff.

The German Meat kiIL

Baltimore Sun.

The imported Into Germany
from the United States In the year 1888
woere canned beef worth $d6, 40; freah beef,
$134,672; other canned beef, $36,335: tallow,
$#45.231: bacon, $.33586; hams, §1.105,350;
fresh pork, $96,550; salt pork, SE488; lard,
312 50 843; lard compounds, $219622; musage
casings, $718571 and miscellaneous meat
products, $2.91.598. This entire volume of
food products ls not affecied hy the ment
Inspection bill which recently passed the
German Reichstag, but only a part. If It
becomes a law [t will exclude !mmediately
all forelgn meat products except hams, ba-
con, sausige casings, canned meats and
sausages, and from January 1, 1964, all
foreign meat products except bacon and
lard would be excluded. A very consid-
erable value, aggregating over §15.000,000,
would continue to be Imported Into Ger-
many even after 194. Bome six or seven
millions’ worth would be excluded

The advantage of excluding that small

the continental ports of the United States.

On February 2, the ways and means
committes of the House woted to report
the Puerto Rico tariff bill, which threw
the whole country Into a turmoll over
the far-reaching principles !t involved.

This original tariff bill was a stralght
levy of 5 per cent of the Dingley duties
on all articles of merchandise passing
elther way between the United Statea
and Puerto Rlco. It also provided that
the dutles on importations from Puerto
Rico should *“not be less in rate and
amount than the InternAl revenue tax
which may be !mposed In the United
States.”

There was no time llmit on the provi-
sionas of thiz bill, which was intended to
be permanent.

Now let us see what has been accomp-
Hshed by agitation in the way of mak-
ing the Puerto Rico bill less obnoxious
to popular sentiment. .

Its very title has been changed undesr
the stress of publi~ criticism to read “A
bill temporarily to provide revenues and
a clvll government for Puerto Rico and
for other purposes.'

The 12,000,000 collected on imports from
Puerto Rlco has been voted for the rellef
of the island.

The 2 per:cent Injustice was reduced
to only 35 per cent, thus conceding &
per cent of the “plain duty.”

This 1§ per cent of Injustice Is to con-
tinue *“until March 1, 1909, but not there-
after.”

Provisions and breadstuffs will be ad-
mitted free into Puerto Rico In response
to the demand of the Republican adve-
cates of free trade between parts of the
United States,

In & scose of minor features the bill
signed by the Presldent yesterday has
been amended as a tribute to the people,
who have not changed since the President
told them their plain duty last Decem-
ber.

Wonld He Were Always Thus!
New York Commercial Advertiser.

The selection of Mr, Allen for Civil Gov-
ernor of Puerto Rico adds one more name
to what is decldedly the most notable list
of appointments to Important places made
by any President In recent years, It be-
gan with the appointments of Generals
Wood and Ludlow for Cuba, and the first
commisslon to the Philippinea. Then came
Judge Taft, with his four assoclates on
thh Second Philippine Commission, a body
of men who for pre-eminent fitness for the
work In hand could not be surpassed. The
distingulshing oharacteristic of all the
selections has been the complete absence
of political considerations. Nobody can
say of Wood or Ludlow or Taft or Wright
or Ide or Worcester or Moses that he s
In any sense cither a politiclan or a parti-
san, It was asserted with great positive-
ness after the Spanish war was over that
the control of our new possassions would
be turned over to professional politiclans
and bosses, with a crop of political scan-
dals unequaled in our history as the inev-
itable outcome. Nothing more diamet-
rically opposite to this poliey could be con-
celved than the courss which the President
has followed.

Roosevelt to Be “Drafted.”

Boston Herald.

The talk about the Viee-Presidency In
New York stlll goes on. Nobody there
intimates that Hanna and Flatt have not
got the ofMce to give away. A writer In
the Tribune Intimates that Roosevelt is
to be “marconed” into it; that he Is to
be put forward to second the nomination
of MecKinley, and then, by arrangement,
to recelve such a reception as will parm-
lyze his nerve and pel him to pt
The leaders of the state delegations (al-
ready plcked out by the conspirators)
are sald to have recelved thelr Insirue-
gons. Plalnly, this is to be the greatest
trial of strength between Platt and
Rocsevelt that they have ever had. Re-
garding the trial purely with a sporting
view, wo are Inclined to think it will be
safer to place bets on Platt. HRoosevelt
is not in so good form as he was just
after the Cuban War.

The Basls of Shipping.
United States Investor.

The best evidence that this surplue of
capital is beginning to affect Iits rental
value in the United States Is the low rate
at which the Treasury can float the public
obligations, and ghe milllons which are
tendered for British consols or Russian
bonds. One of the great advantages of
Great Eritain In shipbullding in the past
has been the low returns which were ac-
cepted upon capital, If a British ship-
owner wus content with 3 per cent upon
his Investment, it was Inevitable that he
should drive from the ocean the vesscls
which were expected to earn 6 per cent.

Kind Nature,
Phlladelphian Press,
“Strange how nature equalizee all
things,” said the philosopher. *'I mean to
sny that nothing is lost in naturaa What

may be lacking here is given (wolfold
there.”
“Ah!™ remarked the novelist, “how

about the loss of #leep™”

“Just the point I was going to malke.
The sieep you lose over the writing of a
povel 1s frequently gained by those who
attempt to read IL” 2

The Original “Plain Duty."
Philadelphia Record.

The Oregon Republicans Indorse Me-
Kinley—but evidently the original *“plain
duty” McKinley; for they also declare
themselves in favor of free trade with
the Orlent and demand that the tradi-
tlons of the American people shall be pre-
served “by glving securlty to personal
and property rights, justice, liberty and
equality before the law to ail who live
beneath the fing.”

Came to Town for a Change.
Detroit Free Presa

“Let's go In here and get something to
ent,” sald one out-of-town visitor to an-
other, as he stopped befores a restaurant
with the sign, “Homelike Cooking."

“No,” replied the other. “"We'll try some
other place.”

No Time.

Indlanapolils Journal.
“Ton’t you gver worry, Bllly ™
“Never!”
“"How do you get out of ItT"
“In daytime, I'm too busy, and at night
I'm too sleepy."”

A Fized Opinion.
Detroit Freo Prems.
Irate Ciltizen—] am going to kill you,
sir, for caling me a liar.
Wesatern aditor (calmly)—That
change my opinion at al',

won't

Wenlth and Luck.
Philadelphia North Ameriean.
'w?"onld you rather be born lucky or

rich?
“Rieh. Then I wouldn't have to trust
to luck.”

Candidate Bryan must take 48 -votes from
ths Republican column to succecd. New
York and Indiana, always plvotal states,
would Al the bill, and leave three to
spare. This Is assuming that McKinley
will otherwise hold his own, and that the
Democratlc nominee would lose nothing
that Bryan had In 1886, a most unilkely
supposition., If the election were to be

held now, the following BEryan states
would probably give Republican majori-
tes:

KADNSAS .........

South Dakota .. - 4

Washington ...... 4

Wyoming ........ M bie sl n e BesEae e b A a 3
Total ....... PSP R S b a

Kansas elected a Republican Governor In
1898 by 15,000 majority, after having gone
the other way two years before by 12,000,
Thecounty and district elections of 1866 (ls-
closed not only that the Republicans had
held thelr awn, but had actually made
farther large galns. South Dakota went
fusion In 1596 and 1898, by an exceedingly
parrow margin, lesa than 30 votes, but in
188 gave the Republican Supreme Judge
nearly 10,000 majority. Wyoming was lost
to McKinley by 583, but elected a Repub-
llcan Governor two years Iater by 12M, o
comfortable plurallty In a state of small
voting power. Washington declared for
silver four years ago by about 1259, but
two years later experienced a remarkable
change, and elected two Republican Su-
preme Judges by 8000, and two Republican
Congressmen by 500 to 580, The over-
whelming sentiment for expansion seems
to promise the continuance of Washington,
ns well as Wyoming and South Dakota, In
the Republican ranks.

The Democrats have grounds for ex-
pecting to galn the two following:
Kentucky ...ocoeens 8{Mnaryiand ............8
With a total of 16 votes. There can be
no question that Kentucky would have
given a considerable Democratic majority
in 15889, but for the Internal dissensions In
the party. It gave McKinley leas than 200
in 18 and the following year elected a
Democratic Supreme Court Clerk by 15,000,
Maryland elected a Demoecratic Governor
Iast year by about 12000; and is now de-
hatable ground, although the sound-money
sentlment ls exceedingly strong there, and,
with McKinley and Bryan as candidates
again, the former could doubtlers have the
advantage. But, conceding both these
states to the Democrats, and belng given
the four Bryan states above named, the
Republicans In the exchange would make
a net galn of five. New York and In-
diana might, therefore, be lost to the Re-
publicans, and stlll they would win. The
following would be the showing in that
event:

Bryan states of 1%, minus Washing-

;gn. Bouth Dakota, Wyoming an

d
RRBBE sossss cscasssnsssssressen oo 150
New York ......

. 98

Indians. ... . 16

MATYIANA ..cocscessanssscsansonss ]

AR UERY o avsvheritvrr vaviewiviisascsey. B

POl .ovoecccsnrensn sosenmusrnssnernnssssas m

Or, two votes shy of the necessary major-
1y.

It is taking a highly favorable Republl-
can view to count on Washington, South
Dakota and Kaneas all reversing thelr at-
titude of 186, If any one of them were to
fall, and the Democrats weore (o secure
New York, Indlana, Maryland and Ken-
tucky, the election s lost. The new s
sues of 190 make all of thess states de-
batable, and it may be taken for granted
that any conditlon that would sweep New
York and InMlana Into the Democratic
camp would be likely to carry severnl
other states nlong. Indlana has recently
given decided evidences of ts weakness
for the Republican cause, and In a lesser
degree, so bas New York  Therefore,
the statement is repeated that it s foollsh
to regard the outcome of the approaching
Presidential election as a certainty.

Away With Superstition.

Washington Star,

*T don't belleve In superstitions,” re-
marked one of two men with race badges
on their coats

“Nelther do 1" answered the other. 1
am trying to get away from them. TIve
noticed Iately that every timeI think of
& superstition I have bad lueck.”™
' -

Mr. Kipling (With Apologies to His
“Tommy™).
W. F. Gaten,
T went Into a Ihrary to Kot & boolk to read,
The librarian, ‘e up an' sez, "“We've nought
but Kipling here';
The people all around they laughed an' giggled

fit to die:
I outs Into the sirect nEgnin. an to mysell
wez 1@

Oh, IU's Kipling ‘ere an' Kipling thero an’
Kipling near an® far,

And its “Special news from Kipling' when you
read about the war:

When you read about the war, my boys, you
read about the war,

Its *“Epecial news from Kipling™
read about the war.

Yes, sendin’ lots o telegrams an® writin® whils
we sleep

Is cheaper than to shoot & gun, an’ that's
starvation cheap; =

An' tellln’ "bout the seldiers’ woes when goin’
large & bit

Is five times better business than paradin® in
full kit

For Its Kipling ‘sre an® Kipling there an" Kip-
ling near an' far.

when you

An' its “Poet of 'Is country,” when tha sol-
diers go to war;
When the soldlers go to war, my boys, the

soldiers g0 to war,
It's “"Poet of ‘is country’* when the soldiers go
to war.

He writes o' better clothes for them an' food
an’ fires an' all,

An' then ‘e says that nil they want is treat-
ment rational;

But w'y in all that's "oly don't ‘e put 1t to &

Leat,

An' give o suff'rin’ public just a wesk or twe
o reat?

For It= Kipling "ere an' Kipling there an'
“Kipling’s goin’ to shoot'"

His gun's forever joaded an' a million words
to boot;

An' ita Kipling "ere an’ Kipling there an' Kip-
ling after fees,

But—the public ain't a bloomin' fool, you bet
the public sees!

Phllomath, Or,

NOTE AND COMMENT

If General Roberts is wise he will not
g0 home and run for President.

ms&amnTmmmm
bee has to hire a whole swarm of assist.
ants,

Dewey may think the newspapers are
rough on him now, but walt till he s
really running for President

When the British lion goes back to Eng-
land he will have to have his tafl Ironed
before he can be presented at court

A Colorado young woman was lately
awarded $50,000 damages In a breach-of-
promise suit. Her heart Is still broke,
may be, but she Isn't.

President EHarrison's friends, when they
think of McKinley, are inclined to recite:
Of all sad words of tongue or pen,
The saddest are these,
“We can’t have Ben."

The force which Great Britain sent toeBt.
Helena to guard Cronje, no doubt, has
weakened her fighting foree In the Trans-
vaal enough to account for the recent re-
ports with regret.

The Chicago oculist who removed the
wrong eye of his patient outshines the
dentiat with the wrong tooth, and sheds
another ray of confirmation on Napoleon's
apothegm that a blunder ls worse than a
crime.

When the Duke of Norfolk was about
to depart from London for Africa, he took
his sword to the private chapel In the Roe
man Cathollc Archbishop's house, where,
according to an anclent rite, it wna sol-
emnly blessed before the altar by Cardinal
Vaughan.

Last September George Weir and wife
were granted a divorce at Concondla. Last
woelk they appenred in court and asked
that the jJudgment be set amide, as thoy
had reconsidered. The request was grant-
ed, establishing a new precedent In Kan-
sas jurisprudence.

Dr. E. B. Andrews has somewhat dsap-
pointed his Eastern critics by deciining
the position of chanceilor of Nebraska
State University, to which he was chosen
by a strict party vote. The former presis
dent of Brown will remain Superintendent
of Schools In Chlcago.

The Ohio Legislature has just defeated
a bill to Increase the =alarles of the Su.
preme Court Justices from $HK0 to $5500,
and In Maryland the voters not jong ago
rejected m Constitutional amendment rols.
ing the pay of the Suprems Court meme
bersg from 500 to 0,

The consumption of horsepower by the
British in South Africa Is causing great
prosperity in the American horse market
British agents now in the Unlted States
are buying immense consignments In Chis
cago and Loulsville and New York, and
the total purchases may reach 300 ani.
mals.

There are 112 vacancles in the grade of
Second Lieutenant, 7 in the infaniry, 13
in the artillery and 27 In the cavalry. This
number will be still further increased be-
fore the graduation of the first class at
West Polnt, and It s sinted that no clvil-
ians will be appointed until after the West
Polnt men and runkers have been provided
for,

Secretary Root has recommended to Con-
gress that proviglon be made for six
Brigadier-Generals additional in the regu-
lar army, for the purpose of promoting
Colonels Wheaton, Bates, Chaffee and
Schwan, and two ather (Colonels, who have
Mstinguished themselves since the ount-
break of the war with Spaln. The places
have lapsed with the death of retirement
of the incumbents.

By the declsion of a Chicago Judge be-
Hef in the falth cure is made a valld
ground for divorce proceedings, and an
ex-Congressman has Just got rid of an
uncongenial wife who reposed confidence
In that method of heallng. In his ruling
the Judge glves slign of his hellef that he
who makes two divorces come to flower
where but one blossomed before {s a ben-
efactor of his species, at any rate of the
discontented conjugal yoke fellows whom
he releases from their bomds,

Finnegan, & Philadelphia messenger hoy.
is thus quoted In the Phlindelphia Record:
“Jist tell de great American publick dat
us messenger boys o' Philadeiphia {s agoin’
ter hold a indignation mee LT eXpTeas
our sympathies fer der British an' ter
say we're agin' de Boers. We'ra tU'rough
wid de Boers since de mugs wot got up
dat meetin' at Jde "Cefemy o Music got o
slob from New York fer to carry de mes-
sage to Kruger. Say, wot's de matter
with us, anyway? Aln't we on do map?

Are we counted out afore we gits Into de
ring? Why, say, 1 scen dis New York
mug’'s pixture in de papers. an’ say, he

looka ke a Wille boy all right, all right
James Francls Smith he cadls hissell,
Wouldn't dat jolt yau? James Francis
Smith! Hully gee! Why, I bet he wonldn't
know a Boer from a fried egg. Dese here
mugs !s Jist o queerin® dere own town,
dat’s wot dere a-doin’. Kruger'll say
to Jamen Francis Smith: “You cum from
Philadelphin, don’t you? An' James Frane-
cla Smith'll say: *Not on yer tintypes, Dey
couldn't git no kids dere wot wuz fiy
enough for dls Joh. Fm from New York.'
Dat's wot James Fruncls Smith'll say.
Anyhow, we're t'rough wid de whaole push.
De Boers has lost our support, an’ yoy
kin quote me as sayin' It An’ dat goes!"
That Springy Feelin'.

Atlanta Constitution,

T've a sorter springy feeiln' o
state;
You'd never ketch me flskin® ef 1 had to dig
e badt;

An' :: 1 r.lu the river bank, supplied with jug

laziness, I'l}

an cug
The catfish bLite so brisk, sir, they'd be shore
to wake me up!
Ruther let my soul loaf
Rogn® the moedders wide—
Dreamin’ on the river bank
Or driftin’ with the tide.

It come—that springy f{relln’—'long ‘bout this
timn o year,

When the bees ale huntin® honey, an' the vio-
lets appear:

A fellor Jest can't help it—you want to takes
YT sarn,

An' fall asieep In blossoms, to the Iuil song ¢
the breeaze!

Ruther let my soul loaf
Eoun” the medders wile—

Dreamin’ on the river bank
Or driftin® with the tide,

The Damsel of the Plain,
Theodors Watts In the Athenseum.
When Rowland found the Dams«i of the Plaim,
Her daffodll crown It all her shining head;
Ho kinsed har mouth, and through the world

they Eped,
The boautecus smililng world in sun and raln.
But, whan long joya mads love a golden chain,
He slew har by the sea; thon, os he flad,
Volces of earth and alr and oceans said:
““The mald was Truth: God bils you meet
again.'

Dntwoan the devil and the deep dark som

He mat a foa more soul-compelling still;
A feathered snako the monster seamed to be,
And wore a wreath o' the yellow daffodil
Thena spake the dovil: “Rowland, 87 to me;
Whan dered Truth she cothes 9

L™




