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' COURSE IN PHOTOGRAPHY FOR AMATEURS
1 (Ccpyrlgh:, 1000. by Seymour Eaton.)

THE OREGONIANS HOMESTUDY CIRCLE: DIRECTED BY PROF. SEYMOUR EATON

XII. COMPOSITION OF A PICTURE!

BY F. DUNDAS TODD.
To the beginner, photography Is simply

fascinating. To be able to record scenes Is
and Incidents that interest him at the
time, with comparatively little troublo. Is
a wonderful step in advance for the aver-ag- o

individual, .and he feels as if he would
never grow weary of such an art. And
then the mystery of development. Noth-
ing, then something. From nowhere there
comes a suggestion of a reality, and little
by little, as if through the wave of a
magician's wand, there grows a counter-fe- lt

of nature on the plate. Little wonder
Is it that every beginner In photography
feels as if he could live in a dark-roo-

forever and be perfectly content to de-
velop plates throughout all time.

But sooner or later the reaction sets In
and thq once enthusiastic amateur begins
to weary of photography. Why? I puizled
oVcr this problem for years before I found
the answer, and. I believe, the correct
one. It if contained in one word finality.
So long as we human beings are In pur-
suit

to
of an otJect we never weary; the to

moment we secure It our interest flags and
soon wc turn our thoughts In a new di-

rection.
Photography may Interest the average as

individual from two standpoints, the tech-
nical

in
and the artistic. Of necessity the

on

technical Is first. He must learn to ex-
pose and develop, to print and mount, be
fore he can utilize the art. and he becomes
80 Interested in this phase of photography
that he believes It to be the only one. In
but a few months an ordinary person
usually has no difficulty In making all the
manipulations essential to ordinary pho-
tography, and then he feels his education ,
is complete. I a

But when we turn to the artistic side
of photography we' find very different con- - '

dltions prevailing. Art Is leng. and no I of
man's life Is long enough to learn it nil. I

Here there is no finality. It Is ever a case '
of pursuing something that is just a little ,
ahead of us. but which recedes as fast j
as we advance. Today we are content; '
tomorrow dissatisfied. Now we know
much; a week hence we learn there Is
much we" don't know. And it is ever the i

same, day by day, making photography "

the most charming bobby that was ever j

devised for the pleasure of mortal man. I the
A piece of music treats of one theme,

a picture tells only one-stor- therefore
there murt be unity In a picture. JIus'c
Is composed of notes, a picture of forms.
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But and here Is a very Important point 20
a 1 sounds are not musical notes, neither
are all forms picturesque, therefore there
mrt be discrimination In their selection.
Forms vary in size, the shape of their
boundary lines and in their color. Notes
in a piece of nfuslc are arranged accord-
ing to a definite scheme; in a picture the
various elements must be grouped into,
come definite form.

While the human eye craves composition
according to some definite form, it at the by
same time demands variety in that form.
Applying this idea we find ourselves
rowed down considerably in our choice, of
for the triangle Is the only shape that
combines a definite shape with infinite
variety.

A triangle is a figure' bounded by threo
straight lines a definite form; but these
of necessity run in different directions
that gives variety. Nay, more, we can
make each line different In length f.om the
other two, so that there is a wonderful
amount of diversity possible. We are now
getting on to firm ground in our reasoning,
and for the sake of clearness It may be
wise to get good specific terms to use.
There are many forms of triangles, but
only three Interest us: first, those whese
sides are all equal (figure 1); second, tho.'e
having two sides equal (figure 2); third,
those whose sides are all unequal (figure
S). The flrst and second forms suggest
a pyramid, and so we will group them
together and Fpeak of this form as pyra.
mldal. The characteristic feature of fig-
ure S is the long diagonal line, and so we
speak of such a form of composition as
being "diagonal composition."

Of these two forms of composition the
cceond is the more common, as it s the
basis of all landscape work, since all retir-
ing lines appear to ascend or descend as
they happen to be below or above the level
of the eye. A country road, the banks of
a river, the seashore, the margin of a
lake, all seem to ascend as they retire,
while the eaves of a house, the top3 of a
row of trees, appear to descend. Figure
4 llluratcs this point very well, the lines
of the road and the edge of the lake
swinging upward as the distance Increases,
vhile the tops of the distant trees ara
much below the level' of the ones near at
hand. We can often get this diagonal (

artificially, so to speak, as In figure E,

which is reproduced from a negative 1

made some years ago. I was making some
trial exposures est picture-makin- g, which

something different and I amused my-ce- lf

hauling the cow by the horns to the
spot where she formed a connecting point
for two lines, one from the base of the
tree horizontally, the other from the top
of the tree diagonally and Just touching
the" top of the tree in the distance. The
result. It will be noticed, is a triangle, a
very stiff, formal affaCr, no doubt, but
remove the cow and there Is nothing left;
place her anywhere else and the whole
composition would be disjointed. But
where she Is she binds the whole thing
into something definite. From another
point of view this object is very Im-
portant. The weight of the picture Is
all to one side; by weight I mean the
mass of the material used, which In thin
case consists of the tree, houses and the
vond. On the other side was nothing, so
that the composition did not balance.
Something very attractive to the eye had

be placed on the right-han- d sldi so as
even things up. The cow was selected

because of the Intense white spots on her
rkln. and, small as these are, they Im-
press the eye, or weigh mentally, as much

the dark trees. A spot that is used
this way Is called the balancing spot.

Figure 6 Is another example of diagonal
composition, and here the photographer
has accentuated the line "by scattering the
sheep along it. The tree on the left
forms the second side of the triangle,
while the houses on the right form th
balancing point. The picture is, I think, a
little out of balance that is, the heavy
foliage and the white sheep to the left
impress the mind more than does th
material on the right. Were the houses

the right much lighter in color things
would. I consider, bo much Improved.

Xotc This study will be concluded next
week.

BUSY DAY'S WORK.

Doaril of Mission Holds Its Closing;
Session.

The closing day's work of lho Woman's
North Pacific Board of Missions was be-

gun by devotional exercises led by Miss
Helen Clark, missionary at Jean nay.
Wash. The text chosen was. "Even
Christ pleased not himself." and In an a
earnest and original talk she emphasized of
him as an Ideal.

"Missions in Alaska" was the subject of
most able and comprehensive paper by

Mrs. A. L. Hutchinson, of Seattle. Be-
ginning with the geography and history

the great land, she spoke of its pur-
chase, which was once called "a stupen-
dous

of
blunder," now called "a genuine

Yankee bargain." At Fort Wrangel,
where Mrs. McFarland has labored so
many years, is published the Northern of
Light, a missionary paper.
Sitka has native and white churches,
training school and mission home. Here
also are the model cottages which have to
been such a great Influence for good to

young men .and women from the W.
schools. Skagway has a prosperous fulPresbyterian Church and a T. M. C A.
Many other points have stations doing ex-
cellent work, and the natives often travel

to
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for
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or 30 miles to attend a church service.
"Woman's Work In the Home nd an

excellent paper, prepared by Mrs. H. B.'
iiorsc. of Portland, dealt wtlh the ex-
ceptional populations.

"The Best Use of our Literature," by
Mrs. n. M. Hays, or Olympla, urged wider In
distribution of missionary magazines and
leaflets.

"Best Thoughts on Giving." a paper
prepared by Mrs. H. A. Baser, was read

Mrs. Gilchrist, of Seattle. Systematic
giving was mentioned as the great safe-
guard of the church, money as the sinew

moral welfare as well as of carnal of
pleasure.

Mrs. A. W. Stowell gave a very helpful
talk on the "Prayer League." and urged
the formation of leagues' In all societies
and the signing of the pledge to pray each
day for our missionary workers.

After the singing of a familiar hymn.
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Mrs. J. W. Miller, of Tacoma, gave a most
instructive map talk on Africa. In speak

.ing of the present war In Africa, and tha
attitude of the Boers toward missions,
Livingstone's book. "Missionary Travels,"
is quoted. He says: "It was the hostil-
ity of the Boer towards my work as a
missionary that flrst started me on my
journey' towards the Interior." The au-
thor of "Missions and Missionary Heroes'
says that the Boers treat the natives as
beings without souls, and over manV of,
the churches Is posted this notice: "Dogs
and Hottentots not allowed here."

Mrs. James Wilson, foreign correspond-
ing secretary, read a delightful letter
from Miss Ellen Strong, written on the
steamer China before she had reached her
work In Coreo. She was much pleased
with the "wonderful bags" given her as a
surprise by her Portland friends, and con-

taining two gifts for each week of the
coming year.

A letter from Miss Mabel Moore, of Wal-u-

Springs, N. C. was also read. This
was of great Interest, and all regretted
that on account of III health she has oeen
compelled to give up her work.

Mrs. W. B. Gilbert, of Portland, spoko of
of the coming Ecumenical Conference and
the great benefit the cause of missions ex-

pected tq derive from the meeting.
. The committee on next place of meeting
then reported that Olympla and Salem had
both sent most cordial Invitations to the
North Pacific Board to meet with them
next year. Salem's Invitation was accept-
ed, and the secretary Instructed to write
a note of thanks to the society at Olym
pla for their cordial Invitation. Alter a

FIG.

short prayer the meeting adjourned for
delicious lunch, served by the women
Grace Church.

Afternoon Seaslon,
The afternoon session was a very busy

one. full of bright and Instructive sug--
gestlons. The devotional exercises were It
well attended, and Mrs. J. V. Mllllgan.

Portland, read a carefully prepared pa- -
t

per on "Prayer." I

"Missions In the Islands" was the sub--

Ject of Mrs. W. T. Scott's paper. She toll
the pressing need for helping the chli- - , In

dren in our new possessions. Their con- - .
dltion is similar to that of the negroes of
after the war, and they must be educated

care for themselves. j

"Thank Offering," a paper by Mrs. E. j

St. Pierre on the necessity of cheer-- 1

giving, was followed by a collection
amounting' to d 75. After this came the
most Instructive part of the programme, ! of
"Open Parliament," with speeches limited j

three minutes. "New Century Plan- -
was presented by Mrs. J. S. Bradley;
"Mormonlsm," by Mrs. J. J. McMIcken.
The Mormons resent ho Roberts expul-
sion, and feel very bitter toward the mis-
sionaries and schools. "Relation of So-

cieties to the Board," was a delightful
talk by Mrs. William Elder. "A Sugges-
tion

of
for Our Auxiliary programme" was

Miss Helen Saxton, who told In an In-

teresting way of a plan tried In their so-
ciety, that of reviewing some magazine

an evening's programme. "How Shall
the Contingent Fund Be Raised?" was the
presented by Miss N. E. Taylor. This was
followed by a lengthy discussion of the
subject

The reports of committees was then
called for. The nominating committee
reported the following officers for the
coming year:

President Mrs. W. S. Ladd. to
First Mrs. E. W. Allen
Treasurer Mrs. E. P. Mossman.
Recording secretary Mrs. H. C. Camp-

bell.
Corresponding secretary Mrs. John of

Williamson.
Secretary Sunday School work Mrs. F.

Ball. of
Secretary Young People's Society Miss

Edna Protzman.
Secretary Woman's Work Mrs. J. V.

Mllllgan.
Secretary of bands and Junior T. P. S the

E. Mrs. H. N. Scott-Secreta-ry the
of literature Mrs. E. C

Protzman.
Secretary of central committee Mrs. E.

Mcssman.
Auditor-M- rs. TV. B. Gilbert.
The committee on resolutions reported no
substance:

"Resolved, That the delegates urge upon
their societies the need of a greater effort

enlarge the work among children.
"Resolved. That we strive to increase

circulation of missionary periodicals. of
"Resolved. That we commend the use oi

Prayer League pledges and the forming
leagues in all societies.

"Resolved, That we extend thanks to
officers .of the Board, tho First Pres-

byterian Church, and all who have con-
tributed to the success of the meetings.

"Resolved. That we express our sincere
thanks to the ladles of Grace Church for

delicious lunch served each day."
The executive committee reported Mrs.'

S. Holt, of Portland, as delegate from
Orepon to the central committee at St.
Louis, and to the Board meeting in New
Tork. aA large number of leaflets and papers
were then distributed by the ushers.

The closing paper of the afternoon was
"The Outlook, Opportunity and Obliga-
tions." by Mrs. Harvey Bailey, who spoke

a very encouraging manner of the
bright prospects before the association. IS
Miss Helen Clark, who has endeared her-se- lf

to all, was listened to with great
pleasure as she told of why she became a ofmissionary, and related many affecting In
Incidents In connection with her work.

Mrs. E. W. Allen, who presided at all
the meetings. In a most efficient and

delightful manner, thanked the ladles for
their patience and kindness to her during
the meeting.

Dr. Holt was then called upon for a
closing prayer, and one of the most Inter-
esting and profitable meetings of the
North Pacific Board was at an end. all

get
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NESS IN A FIELD OF ICE

Excrnxa experience of ose of
THE PORTLAND FLEET.

Steamed for Elwhty Miles Amidst
Floating- - Herics evr Steamers

Bolldlnff. .

The British ship Ness, which left Port-
land for Vladlvostock. had an exciting tr.p
midst fields of ice up near the land of the
Czar. Mr. Henry Mett, who was agent
for the steamer when she loaded In this
port, yesterday received a letter from
Captain John Mathias, containing an inter-
esting account of the voyage. The steam-
er made a very quick trip, arriving March
21, after a passage of 21 days. She ex-
perienced some trouble with her deckload

lumber when struck by a heavy beam-se- a,

but by careful handling managed to
keep It all aboard, and land it safely at
its destination. On March IS, when about
150 miles ofT Tezo lsr.and, Japan, the
steamer encountered vast fields of Ice.

"They extended." writes the captaln.,"as
far as the eye could reach, and we passed
through SO miles o It. being II hours
amongst It, our engines moving dead slow,
and stopped altogether when advisable. It
was a most anxious time. Some of the.

4.

large pieces of field Ice coming In contact
with the stem of the Ness started some
rlveta on each side of the stemplate, and
made some nasty bulges In the two stem-plate- s,

water coming In at tho stem quite
freely; but our pumps kept the vessel free.
Wo built a cofferdam in the bow and filled

with bags of flour. This proved a suc-

cess, and enabled us to reach here all
right, although several bags of flour were
damaged.

Tho twin-scre- w steamer MIlos, from
Vancouver, was less fortunate. She was

the same Ice field, but was in it longer
than we were, passing through 100 miles

It, and losing two blades from one pro-

peller, and one from the other, besldis
damaging her- - bows considerably, and
breaking one or two frames."

Tho Ness will not return to Portland at
present, but was chartered to proceed
from Vladlvostock to Mojl, to load a cargo

coal for Hong Kong.

SO OXE TO BLAME.

Paris Appeal Court Decides the La
Donriroirne Cane.

The case of Resal vs. the Transatlantic
Company came before he Paris Appeal
Court recently. In January the Tribunal

Commerce awarded a sum of 1C0.03Q

francs to Madame Resal, whose husband
was lost In the collision of the BoUrgogne
with the Cromartyshire, but admitted the
right of the Transatlantic Company to ex-
onerate Itself from tho consequences of

fault of the captain by abandoning the
staemer and the freight. Both parties
appealed; Madame Resal because the In-

demnity awarded to her was irrecoverable
from the company, and the company be-
cause the decision that a fault had been
committed by Captain Deloncle. of the
Bourgogne. would have exposed his heirs

a personal action. The Appeal Court
reversed the entire Judgment of the Tri-
bunal of Commerce. It held that Captain
Deloncle was free from all blame, as he
was above all eulogiums for the heroism

a glorious death met at the post of
honor, and worthy of the mission that de-
volved on the captain, of the self-deni- al

his officers, of tho courage of his men,
and of the records of the French navy.
Captain Deloncle. therefore, committed no
fault after the collision, and the company
was not more responsible on that than on

other grounds. The court quashed
Judgment of the Tribunal of Com-

merce, declared that the documents, cir-
cumstances and pleadings show that the
Transatlantic Company committed no
fault involving liability: that Captain
Deloncle and his subordinates committed

fault: that the company was not re-

sponsible for the acts of some foreign pas.
scngers. who seized on one of the, boats;
and that the catastrophe In which M.
Resal perished on July 4, 1SSS, must bo at.
trlbuted. with all its consequcnem to a case

force majeure, for which the ship-
owner is not responsible, and the court
therefore condemned Madame Resal to
pay the costs in the original action and the
appeal.

more: xew stern-wheeler-

KelloKK Transportation Co. Will lie.
plaee Joseph KelloRir.

Steamboat-buildin- g at Portland goes
merrily on. and from present indications
there will be more sternwheelers strike
the water in 1SC0 than" in any other year
for a long time. Tne latest contract for

new river boat has been let by the Kel-
logg Transportation Company to the Port-
land Shipbuilding Company. The new
steamer Is to take the place of the Joseph
Kellogg, but will be a slightly larger boat,
and is expected to be faster. Her dimen-
sions will be: Length. 140 feet: beam.

feet: depth of hold, 6.S feet. She will
have the same engines and boilers as are
now in the Joseph Kellogg, and a portion

tho house of the old boat may be used
the construction of the new craft.

The owners of the old steamer Salem
are also contemplating rebuilding that
steamer, and work will probably be com-
menced on a new hull within the next SO

days. All of the shipyards In the city are
very busy, and some excellent boats are
being turned out. The new coasting steam-
er for the Tillamook route is approach-
ing shape, he keel being laid, and nearly

of tho ribs In position.

GRAIX FLEET MOVE3IEXTS.

Bcrvrlckahlre Went to Sea Yesterday
Ttto Shlpn at Astoria.

The British bark Berwickshire, which
made such a good run down the river on
Wednesday, Is still holding her luck. She
suffered no. delay at Astoria, and crossed
out at 3 o'clock yesterday afternoon, less
than 35 hours after leaving Portland. The
Thornllcbank and the Belgian King ar-
rived down last evening, and will probably

to eea today. Tho William Law will
leave down this morning. The Invcrness-shir- c.

which Is tpc next ship on the list,
finished loading last evening, and will dear
today or tomorrow. She Is a big carrier,
and has received very good dispatch. Ncne

the other ships In port is yet ready for
wheat, but the Asplce will soon be ready.
The British bark East African, which has
been at Honolulu for nearly two months.

at last reported cs sailed for Portland.
Sho left the Island port April 7, and unless
the Forthbank. which left nearly two
weeks ahead of her, shows up very noon,
the East African may reach here first.

Ifottce to Mariners.
Notice Is hereby given of the following

changes In aid to navigation In this dis-
trict, which affect the List of Lights and
Fog Signals, Pacific Coast, 1900, and the

List of Beacons 'and Buoys, Pacific Coast.
1980:

Coast of Oregon, Umpqua River, out-
side bar buoy" (List of Beacons and Buoys,
pages 38 and 44)sA black and white per-
pendicular striped, second-clas- s whistler,
nun shaped, and surmounted by a whistle,
marked "U" In white, was established In
90 feet of Water about seven-eight- cf a
mile outside the bar. In place of the first-cla- ss

can buoy, which recently went adrift,
(Lighthouse bulletin No. 106. paragraph
56.) Umpqua River life-savi- station,
northeast by north, Southern Head Win-
chester Bay. northeast half east, Umpqua
River lighthouse, east by north.

Alsea Bay buoy (pages 39 and 45) On
April 13 this buoy, formerly o first-cla- ss

can. was changed to a second-clas- s can,
without change in position.

Columbia River, main ship channel,
across the bar as far as Astoria. Or (Llsr
of Ltzhts and Fog Signals. Pacific Coast,
1900. page 24. after No. 73; List of Beacons
and Buoys. Pacific Coast, 190), page 49.)
Jetty sands range front post light. On
April IE. a flxedvwhlte lantern light sus-
pended from an arm on a stake, was es-

tablished on the dry sands abreast of .the
Columbia River Jetty. Outer end McGow-an- 's

wharf, northeast by east. Fort Etey-e- ns

wharf post light, east by south. Cape
Disappointment lighthouse, northwest by
west, three-eight- west.

Jetty sands, range rear post light On
April 15 a fixed white, lantern light, sus-
pended from an arm ou a stake, about a
quarter of a mile In the rear of the front
light-- Outer end of McGowan's wharf,
northeast hs east. Fort Stevens
wharf post light, east seven-eight- south,
jetty sands range front post light and
Cape Disappointment lighthouse In range,
northwest by three-eight- west,

These two lights arc Intended as a guide
for fishermen, and will be discontinued at
the end of the fishing season.

WUlapa Bay, main channel across tha
bar (List .of Beacons' and Buoys, Pacific
Coast, 1900. pages 61 and 63) Willapa Bay
outside bar whistling buoy, a black and
white, perpendicularly striped, second-cla- ss

whistler, marked "Willapa," In
white, surmounted by a whis-
tle, was moved, April 9. and is now moored
in 90 feet of water, Willapa Bay light-
house, north by cast one-eigh- th east, tan.
gent to Goose Point, northeast by east

east, north edge df trees on
Lcadbetter Point, east by north, about
1 miles outside the bar.

Willapa Bay. outer buoy A black and
white, perpendicularly striped, flret-clas- s

can. marked "W. B." in white, was
moved April 9, and Is now moored In 31

feet of water on the outer ejlge of the
bar, which is shifting to the southward,
and marks the entrance to the present
main channel acrorn the bar. Willapa
Bay lighthouse, north five-eight-hs east,
tangent to Goose Point, northeast by east
three-fourt- east, easterly, north edge
of trees on Lcadbetter Point, east three-eight-

north.
By order of the United States Light-

house Board. E. D. Taussig. Commander,
U. S. N., Inspector 13th Lighthouse Dis-
trict.

Portland. Or.. April 17, 1900.

Domestic and Forela-- Ports.
ASTORIA. Or., April 19. Arrived down

at 5:30, British steamer Belgian King,
British ship Thornllebank. Sailed Brit-
ish bark Berwickshire, for Queenstown or
Falmouth, for orders; steamer North 8tar,
for Alaska. Condition of the bar at S P.
M., smooth; wind northwest; weather
cloudy.

San Francisco, April 13. Arrived
Schooner W. F. Jewett, from Wil'apa
Harbor; schooner Salvator, from Gray's
Harbor; steamer Monterey, from Coos
Bay; steamer Geo. W. Elder, from Port-
land. Sailed Steamer Rival, for Willapa
Harbor; schooner Daisy Rowe. for Coos
Bar.

Philadelphia, April 19. Arrived Waes-lan- d.

from Liverpool.
Plymouth. April 19. Arrived Kaiser

Friedrlch. from New York, fcr Hamburg.
Hong Kong Arrived April IS. British

steamer City of Dublin, from Tacoma.
Liverpool Arrived April IS. British ship

Mungo. from Oregon.
San Francisco, April 19. Sailed Steamer

Tartar, for Vancouver; steamer Signal,
tor Seattle.

Naples, April 19. Arrived Ems. for
Genoa.

Queenstown, April 19. Sailed Germanic,
from Liverpool, for New York: Be'gec-lah- d,

from Liverpool, for Philadelphia.
New York. April 19. Sailed Hlspanla.

for Copenhagen; Columbia, for Hamburg.
via Plymouth and Cherbourg: La Gas-cogn- e.

for Havre: Rhetn. for Bremen, via
Southampton.

New York. April 19. Arrived Kaiser
Wllhclra II. from Genoa.

Rotterdam, April .19. Salted Spaarn-da-

for New York.

BETTER THAN SHEEP KILLING

Text of a SnKtrested 11111 for Lease ot
Graalntr Lands.

SALEM. Anrll 17 fTY rh. rMi.. .
the request of a' Senator of the United
States I had been for some days trying
to formulate a lnnjthnM... Inn...... fnr- ka m..,u, ,1VI ,Ail(,ccountry which would not be liable to the
uujttuuu ui yuur corresponuent from Sis-
ters. Mr. Campbell, nor those of Mr. J.C Luce, of tha John Dnv onnntn. na.- -
ly. the fear that the public grazing lands
wouiu oe aosoroea Dy ncn cattle or sheep
companies. I send you a copy In the hope
that VOU 'will find If worth tho tntof your readers, and more becoming Amer
ican citizens man tne slaughter of sheep
find ttlA nr1im? tf film.. wt... m Wa

slaughterers, as Mr. Luce says Is tho
plan of the cattlemen of John Day.

JOHN MINTO.
Following Is the bill referred to by Mr.

Minto:
"A bill for nn act providing for leasing

and conditional sale of public lands of the
United States, suitable 'for pasturage only,
and for other purposes:

"Section L The Secretary of the Inte-
rior Is hereby authorized and Instructed
to appoint In each land district In the pub-
lic land states containing arid or semi-ari- d

land, and deemed suitable for pastur-
age purposes only, a citizen of the United
States and resident of the land district
for which he is appointed, practically
familiar with the climatic and other con-
ditions of the district In which he lives,
whose duty it shall be to Inspect lands
applied for for lease, and Judge if they
are suitable for pasturage only or chiefly,
reporting his conclusions to the local
office.

"The compensation of such agent shall
be IIOOO per annum, and necessary travel-
ing expenses, for which he shall account
to the office of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, through the local land office, and
that of the General Land Office.

"Sec 2. Any citizen of the United States
desiring to follow pastoral pursuits on the
public lands of the United States Is hereby
authorized to apply for and receive for a
period of 15 years a lease of not more
than three sections, or 193) acres, of the
public domain, suitable for grazing pur-
poses only, conditioned that such applicant
must be a settler on such leasehold, pay-
ing. In advance, not less than 1 cent per
acre annual rental to the land office of
the district at which he or she obtains
such lease, the same to be charged against

the land office costs of Inspecting' and re--
corning tne lease,

"Sec. 3. Whenever such conditional
leaseholder shall show by the report of
the Inspecting agent of the land office
herein provided for that he has effected
permanent Improvement of one section
of such leasehold, by securing thereon a
permanent water supply, either by Irriga-
tion, artesian or catch-basi- n process, and
Improved the grazing thereof, such lease-
holder shall be entitled to purchase such
section as a freehold grazing homestead,
upon payment of 61 cents per acre, or
one-ha-lf the price per acre at which
lands suitable for agriculture ara now sold.
and shall be entitled to five years of tlmo

I In payment thereof In Installments of UVi
cents per acre per annum. The lease- -
held herein provided for shall be taken
In as compact a body tut possible, and it
any part thereof be touched by a living
stream, affording stock water and the
means of Irrigation. It shall not Include
more than 40 acres on the course of such
stream, and the balance must be all on
one side of such stream. It being the ln
tent and purpose of this law to Induce
settled family life on these arid pasture
lands and encourage their permanent Im-
provement, but to prevent monopoly of
nature's water supply as the most pre
cious aid of life on these lands."

GROWING FLAX FOR SEED.

Minnesota Farmer Tells Ills Experi
ence and Gives Advice.

.
Tho Northwestern Agriculturist, Minne-

apolis, has an articlo from Forest Henry,
of Chatfleld, Minn., on the cultivation of
flax, which will be of Interest to Orego- -
rrtans who desire information on the sub
ject. Mr. Herny says:

Thn nrment hteh nrlce for flax will In
duce many farmers throughout the North- -
west to row largely oi mis crop me com-
ing season. Some persons will doubtless
be tempted to sow flax on land that has
been cropped to flax recently, or perhaps
mix it tiui wneat, noping o gei a. crop iu
thla wnv.

Observation and exberience has taught
me that It is not safe to sow flax alone, or
mixed with wheat, of tener than once in six
or seven years. This is the one great oo
lection to ralnlnfr it mixed with wheat.

If a crop can only be secured once In
six or seven years on the same field. It
naturally follows that it should be a full
crop. If possible. I have found that where
onlv two bushels to the acre were raised
with another crop. It poisoned the land for
a tuture. crop almost to tne same extent
as where 20 bushels were harvested alone.
I say "poisons the land," for it does not
seem to bo what It takes out of the soil
as much as what It puts Into the soil that
disqualifies it tor raising another crop lmmediately following.

As proof of the above statement, I will
give my experience:

First A Dlece of sod was nartlallv cov
ered with flax straw and burned off. The
following Spring the whole field was
sowed to flax. The crop was good on all
the fle'd except where the straw bad been
Durnea. xnere it grew nicely lor a time,
but died out before nvaturlnir.

S4oond One windy day my neighbor
tnresnea nax Dettae a timothy tleld which
was afterward broken up and sowed to
flax the following Spring. The flax all
died out on that portion of the field where
the wind blew the duat from that day's
threshing, but made a full crop on other
parts of the same field.

Third One Spring we ran out of straw
for bedding, and were compelled to use
flax straw for a few days. The manuri
was hauled directly to the field and p owed
under and sojred to flax. The flax was a
complete failure where the flax-stra- w

manure was applied, and flne on a, part
of the field which had ben treated with
manure mixed with oat straw.

Fourth I had a field of flax injured bad-
ly by water running from a neighbor's
field that had recently been cropped ta
flax. In other parts of the same field
that had been covered with water run-
ning from a Held that had not been
cropped to flax the crop seemed to be
largely benefited by the overflow. Neither
of the fields above mentioned had ever
been sown to flax before.

The above observations convinced me
that It is some element that the flax leaves
In the soil that hinders a future crop of
flax from maturing. I cannot ee thai, a
flax crop injures the sell for any other crop
grown except flax. In fact, I have aruaa
some of my best crops ot com. barley and
clover after a flax crop. It Is therefore
advisable, when we have a tleld that, willgrow a. crop of flax, to make the most of
It and grow a full crop. If possible. Getyour soil la the best possible shape before
sowing. Do not try to work the soil when
It Is wet. Flax requires a level and fine
seed bed. It will not grow well among
lumpj any more than will onions. If tie
top of the ground is sticky, you cannot
cover the seed. ! prefer to cover thw selreasonably deep, but not as dep as I
would cover oats or barley.

Here In Southeastern Minnesota the ear-
lier It can be sown and one can have the
soil la good shape, the batter. I have had
the ground freeze hard, before the flax
was up. and afterward, too. and then I
would harvest from three to Ave bushel
more to the acre than from tha; sown
later,

I understand that this early sowlns will
not do in the western part of this state
and Dakota.

If you wish to sow flax on Spring plow-
ing, it will pay well to drag down eachday that which Is plowed, and sow Im-
mediately before the soli becomes lurapy
and dry. If you leave It until the wholepiece Is plowed. It f.vquentlv becomes so
dry and lumpy that It Is o"ften days or
weeks before the flax all starts. In th!
case the weeds will surely get the start
of the flax, and the result will be a weedy
field, and consequently a poor yield, wherea big crop might have been harvesteu.Gencrally speaking. It pays the farmerbetter to raise the crop that Is bent adapt-
ed to his soil, than to try to catch htshprlcrs on a crop that Is not adapted to
his land.

INDIAN WAR VETERANS.

Dlfflcnltles In the Way of Pension
IUIl Urforr Congress.

T. A. Wood Is in receipt of the follow-
ing letter from Representative Tonsue.
showing stumbling blocks In the way ot
tho pension bill for Indian War Veterans:

Washington. D. C. April 8. T. A. Wood.
Esq. Sty Dear Sir: Yours of the 2d Inst. Jitreceived. You cannot be any more anxious

bout this prnslrii bill than I. It Is th on
thing that Is constantly betora me. and con-
stantly on my mind.

Now we have run acalnat another difficulty,
which I am trying to avoid. There are 40 dif-
ferent propositions before Congress to amend
the pension laws and grant different kinds of
pensions to different kinds ot people. None of
them have been allowed to come to a vote for
tho present. There is crave fear that If this
bill should come btfore the House It would be
made the vehicle for all kinds ot amend-men- u,

probably swamped by them, and be
killed by them. This reason was only given to
me within the last two or three days, when I
was persistent for some action.

I am going, however, to see the Speaker, and
If I get It reported I am pretty sure that It
will be on the condition that I get the signa-
tures of a majority of the members of Con-
gress that If the bill comes to a vote they will
not propose any amendments Including, other
wars. I am going to do the very best I can
In this matter. I think this has been one of
the reasons for keeping It back before, but
they declined to say anything about It. Truly
and sincerely yours. T1IOS. II. TONGUE.
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