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INDEBTEDNESS AMENDMENT.

The first of the five amendments to
the Constitution of Oregon, now pend-
Ing and to be voted on in June, I8 des-
ignated In the submission act as the
*“municipal Indebtedness amendment.™
It is proposed by this amendment to
abrogate Section 10, Article X1, of the
Constitution of the state; and the fol-
lowing is offered in lieu of It:

Article 11, section 10. No county, city, town,
school district ar other municipal eorporation
shall be aliowed 1o Lecoms indebied in any
manner or for any purpose to an amognt ex-
ocooding In the aggresats § per oentum of the
walue of taxable property therein, to bs ascer-
tained by the lart asesgment for state and
county taxes previous to the incurring of such
Indelyg-dnesa -

The section of the present Constitu-
tion which It & proposed to supersede
by the above is the following:

Ko oounty shall create any Jebts or Tia-
bilities which shall singly or In the aggregate
exceed the sum of N, except o suppress
Snsurrection or repel invasion; but the drlas
of any county at the time this Constitution
takes ofect shall be dizreganded in estimating
the sum to which such county Is limited,

In very many counties this limitation
upon Indebtedness has been violated.
T'pon most, If not all, municipal corpo-
rations, Hmitations are placed on in-
debtedness by law; but the law is fre-
quently disregarded. The restriction is,
perhaps, more common and notorious
fn the breach than in the observance.
As to counties, the Supreme Court has
made & rule which to an extent sets
aslde the constitutional limitation upon
Indebtedness; for it draws a distinetion
between Indebtedness that i incurred
by a county In meeting different kinds
of obligations—those which are optional
with the county authorities and those
which are incurred in meeting any re-
quirement of law.

Bo easy Is it to set aside constitutions

- and statutes in these matters, that It
geems Lo us that the present restrictions
wre ag effective as any we are lkely to
Eet—not very effective, that Is to say;
for officlals usually like to have money
to spend, on pretexts of publie good,
and whole communities often go wild
in the same way. Moreover, we have
all known taxable property to be as-
gessed far In excess of Its actual value,
and that craze doubtless will occur
again. Then five per centum of (ndebt-
edness upon this crazy wvaluation will
be & grave burden.

On the whole It seems to The Ore-
gonian that we would do well to adhere
to and obey the Constitution and laws
&s they are teday. The proposed flve
per centum limit would In fact be an in-
yitation and warrant, to many minds,
for increase of public indebtedness to
that maximum, where it has not al-
ready been reached; and besides |t
would invite higher valuations in order
to get more money to spend on objects
Pplausibly devised “to promote the pub-
fle welfare.”

WHENCE COMES STRENGTH.

In the British army a man can rise
from the ranks to very high officlal po-
sition; but the trend of London eritl-
<lsm on the conduct of the war In South
Africa bears eloguent testimony to the
extreme rarity of such advancement,
The man may rige, but he does so In
Bpite of the British milltary system, not
through any assistance from It. What
the British army needs, the critics say,
4s to “attract to its ranks that hardiest
element of the race—the young man
who relles upon brains alone to make
his way in the world.” The trouble s
1hat the army now is “officered by men
whose clalms to commissions rest al-
maost solely on birth and money.”

How true In detail this arralgnment
Is, as specifically applied, is a question
of the evidence Immediately pertinent;
but the theory of the right and the
wrong place to find serviceahle material
for efficlent work In war or peace, I8
true and unassaliable. In the profes-
#ions or in business, in labor, physical
©or mental, the youth with birth and
money 1s almost hopelessly at a disad-
wantage with the youth who knows at
the outset that he has his own row to
hee, that snccess, If it comes to him at
all, can only come by virtue of his own
strength and skill, foresight and per-
Bistenece,

The reason is that in struggle, and in
struggle alone, lles the gource of
sirength. Only through overcoming ob-
stacles has Nature advanced, in all her
manifold forms. The Individual strives
only as It is forced to etrive In order
to survive., It is in resisting opposition
that the musecles harden, the vislon
EBrows keen, the nerves steady, the will
firm. The man whose every desire for
possessions, for social station, for
knowledge, is gratified from the accu-
mulated labors of his ancestry, is pret-
1y sure to sit still and grow weak, just
@s the plow rusts in the furrow or the
horse softens In inaction, The hardiest
of the British race are needed for its
army; and the hardlest of every race
are needed for every army of endeavor,

It I= from the army of toil and pov-
erty that the ranks of eminence are
constantly recrulted. History is so full
of testimony to this truth, and evidence
is spread so thickly on every hand, that
the only wonder Is it should be set
aside or trified with. The South Afri-
ean war may not be big enough to
overturn the practice of the British
army in this respect, but it has at least
served to set the British people think-

Ing. A system that prefers the weak
to the capable for responsible service,
cannot outlast the supreme struggle
that awaits the Empire, no one knows
how soon.

REDUOCTION OF WAR TAXES.

It is difficult to get excited over either
alternative of the war taxes contro-
versy. On the one hand it is argued
that sbolition of all that camrbe spared
would be a fine stroke of politics for
the Republicans, and on the other It is
urged that we should be far more sen-
fible to take the surpius now aocumu-
lating and reduce the public debt.

Unfortunately, neither of these pros-
pects can get serious regard from the
experienced. The creation of campalgn
material I8 not the noblest object of
Congressional achlevement, and on the
other hand, if the taxes are retalned,
whatever «lse we do with them, we
shall not materially reduce the public
debt, There s a myriad of demands on
the Treasury, more ciamorous by far
than the bondholders, who llke nothing
quite s0 well as a safe and reasonably
permanent Investment,

Yet there Is accumulating a surplus
of some $75,000,000 for the fiscal year.
The theoretical objections to such a
condition are unanewerable. It Is In-
defensibly unjust for Government to
taks from the people more than it re-
quires for Its necessary machinery. A
surplus, also, withdraws currency from
the circulation, and tempts to extrava-
gance, But the difficultles in the way
are stubborn, because practical. In the
first place, as we have often been re-
minded of late, to apprehend what Is
right to do and to get it through Con-
gress are two entirely different things
A propoeal In Congress to reduce taxa-
tion would bring the Democrats to the
front with countless schemes for lower-
ing customs duties, and with concomit-
ant resistance to abolition of Internal
revenue taxes. This is not to be de-
plored because of Republican confus-
fon or Democratie gratifieation, but be-
cause the whole agitation and unset-
tlemeht of Interested industrics would
result, it is reasonable to expect, In
hopeless entanglement and no beneficial
outecome. The harm done would ex-
ceed the good.

In the second place, If we indulge the
violent assumption of imagining Con-
gress setting about the readjustment of
the revenues with a sincere purpose of
doing the thing best and right, the
problem s difficult. We are malsing
large sums easily from Internal reve-
nue taxes both sclentific and not bur-
densome, while the taxes about which
complaint is made produce little rev-
enue. The stamp taxes on bonds,
deeds, bank checks, ete., for example,
which business bears easily. have ralsed
in nine months $27,000,000; while the
stamp taxes on proprietary articles,
against which the drug manufacturers
are making so strenuous a campaign,
produced only $3,400.000. Legacies and
excise and mixed flour, all populnz
taxes on indirect . Inheritance, the
Standard Ojl and Sugar trusts, food
adulteration, and sleeping-car tlckets
yield altogether about $2,600,000, We
can cut off this class of stamp taxes to
please the druggisis and corporations,
but the effect on the surplus would be
almost Imperceptible,

The right thing to do, of course, is to
reduce the customs dutles in such
places as they can be spared, with
abandonment of some of the most
onerous and least productive stamp
taxes; and for the rest of the surplus,
present and progpectlve, to pay debts
with It. But In ald of ends so remote
in probability, there I no use to grow
hysterical, or to attempt manufacture
of party capital.

GROWTH OF THE SILK INDUSTRY.

The annual report of the Silk Assoct-
atlon of America shows a growth In
the silk Industry of the country during
15§% which would be truly surprising
but for the fact that the year was one
of unparalleled growth along all in-
dustrial lines. In the State of Penn-
sylvania alone, for example, silk mills
were established in thirteen additional
towns in 1699, making a total of sixty
towns or hamlets In that state in which
the silk Industry is planted. This in-
dustry does not have to take large
transportation facllities and freight
rates into conslderation, as do the cot-
ton and wool manufacturing Interests,
silk and Its produets being relatively
light and of less bulk Pennsylvania's
advantages In silk manufacture are
further explained in the fact that there
are numerocus towns throughout the
state where the cost of coal approxi-
mates §1 a ton, where the local aun-
thorities are glad to remit taxes for
many years on mill properties for the
benefit that will acerue to labor and
community prosperity through the es-
tablishment of this industry, and where
there is an abundant supply of female
labor.

This last consideration Is an Impor-
tant one, since from the eggs of the
slikworm to the finished product of the
loom the work of women and girls is
especially adapted to sllk culture and
manufacture. Thrift as exemplified in
the well-kep® homes and well-dressed
children of the laboring people is the
rule in these silk hamiets. Simply
stated, there Is work to do, the people
are industrious and frugnl, and glad
that in the great world beyond their
quiet homes and humble vocation there
Is a constantly increasing multitude
that wears silk clothing and keeps up
the demand for thelr labor.

If there Is any reason why the s=llk
industry should not be profitably de-
veloped In Oregon, it probably lles In
the fact that labor of this class is not
plentiful here. ‘Thrift of the type that
prefers steady work at small dally re-
muneration to intermittent “jobs™ with
A heavy wage attachment has not yet,
practically speaking, crossed the Rocky
Mountaing to the westward The ques-
tion, “How much can I make?" has
not to any general extent been assocl-
ated with that of “What can I save of
my earnings?" In the very nature of
things, the latter question can only be
answered with steady employment as
its basis of solution. In the bellef that
the introduction of silk culture might
be beneficial in this direction, and dis-
tinctly profitable on wider lnes, some
experiment was made In that directlon
some years ago, but we belleve 1t dld
not progress beyond a demonstration
of the fact that the mulberry tree
makes rapld growth and produces an
abundant foliage In the Oregon climate,
and that silk worms thrive and spin
here satisfactorily. This much being
proven, the development of silk culture
and later of silk manufacture in Ore-
gon depends upon individual enterprise
and the possaibility of securing a
thrifty, contented class of laborers ¢f
the home-bullding type to carry it outl.
This may, and doubtless will, come In
time, but In the nature of things the

growth of the silk Industry will for
some years belong to localities where
capital seeks permanent Investment
under the assurance that labor Is
there ready to welcome it as an ele-
ment of simple community prosperity
of the kind that is bulit upon every-day
employment.

A CRISIS FOR THE COAST.

The Oregonlan’s effort to obtain some
sort of satisfactory indication from
Washington as to the tariff status of
trade between here and Manlla be-
tween now and another session of Con-
gress ylelds the coldest kind of com-
fort. Senator Spooner says that his bill
putting the entire administration of
Philippine affalrs in the hands of the
President can “in no way change the
tariff rates on goods coming from the

Philippines to the United States; that |

such power cannot be delegated to the
Presldent by Congress.” In the case of
Puerto Rico, it appears, while the Pres-
ident did walive duties on goods from
the United States golng Into Puerto
Rico, he did not walve duties on goods
coming from Puerto Rico into the
United States. Full Dingley rates were
charged and will be charged up to the
time the new Puerto Rican bill goes into
effect. Senator Spooner says that the
President has no power to change ex-
isting custom duties on goods coming
this way.

Equally unsatisfactory is the result
of inquiry made as to possible conces-
slons for goods going from our ports
into the Philippine markets,. We know
that duties were walved In the case of
Puerto Rico, but we can get no assur-
ance that similar concesglons will be
made as to the Philippines. The desire
of certaln powerful exporting Interests,
coupled with the distress of the lsland-
ers, wrung from the Administration
concessions for shipments to Puerte
Rico: but whether the same influences
wiil operate for this ifie trade
is open to grave doubt. as Purt-
land is concerned, the bulk of its heavy
shipments to Asia s made up of our
own products, agricultural, lumber and
manufactures, and thelr “pull” at
Washington 1s slight. The heavy East-
ern exporters of machinery, ete,, are
undoubtedly in poeition to get recognl-
tion, but there Is no evidence that they
have thought the matter worth taking
up. The outlook, then, is discouraging.

Few things are of more vital or press-
ing Importance to the Pacific Coast
than some favorable action on this sub-
Ject elther by Congress or by the Exec-
utive. The problem of In-bound goods
is as Important as that of out-bound
goods; for Imporis are as necessary ta
a profitable trade as exports. It ap-
pears that the Spooner biill admits of
executlve concessions on shipments to
the Phillppines; but it seems to leave
fmports from Manlla at the mercy of
the Dingley rates as now. Has the
present prohibitory regime got to con-
tinue untll Congress meets in Decems
ber and plays with publie business for
five months up to Inauguration day and
then adjourns? In other words, |s our
trans-Pacific trade to be throttled at the
outset by Congressional inaction until
European flrms establish themselves It
the trade Spaln has lost, and more
firmly secure their commercial foothold
upon the Aslatie malnland? Is there
no way in which the Pucific Coast can
make {ts volee heard on this most vital
of present needs, and effectively?

Mr., McBride, Mr, Tongue and Mr.
Moody think the Republicans of Oregon
will favor the Puerto Rico tarift bill,
“when they come to understand it."
They understand it fully now; and not
one In twenty of the Republicans of
Oregon, or of the United States at
large, =ees any reason why we shouid
deal with Puerto Rico other than as
we deal with Hawall, or have dealt
with other territory that has been ac-
quired by the United States; and espe-
cially, the people of Oregon do not wish
the Puerto Rican tariff to stand as a
precedent against free commercial in-
tercourse between the United States
and the Phillppine Islands, which it ia
expressly Intended to be. It was de-
vised for that purpose and was put
through for that purpose; but it will
not be permitted to stand for that pur-
pose. No man can be elected to elther
branch of Congress from any Pacific
state who would use tariffs for abstruc.
tion of commerclal Intercourse with the
Philippine Islands. That narrow and
selfish polley Is wholly incompatible
with National expansion,

Few persons are aware, perhaps, of
the extent to which the United States
has taken the lead in the production
of the world's supply of copper. In
1889, according to the Engineering and
Mining Journal, the world’s production
was 473,518 tone, the part contributed
by the United States being 260,156 tons,
or more than half. The other large
producers are Australasia, Canada,
Cape of Good Hope, Chile, Germany,
Japan, Mexico, Spain and Portugal
The electrical uses of copper increase
the demand, and the supply Increases
yearly. The Increase over 1538 was
about nine per cent. Here Is another
Infant Industry that has about out-
grown the need of protection. Raw
copper Is free, but on rolled pilates,
sheets, rods, plpes, etc., the duty is two
and one-half cents a pound. Cheap
raw material at home furnishes the
factories with the means of interna-
tional competition, az the iron and steel
industry go effectually demonstrates.

“John L." I8 boss of the Seattle Post-
Intelligencer, but not boss of the Re-
publican party of the State of Wash-
Ington, by a long chalk. The Repub-
Hean party of that state has given him
and his organ “the cold shake In a
way that one even of hie indurated sen.
sibility couldn't fall to understand
“John L." 18 very much enraged sincs
he was treated with extreme and really
unexampled but well-deserved Indig-
nity by the Republican party of Wash-
ington, and the hired writers of the 1it-
tle wide-mouthed voss are Instructed to
scold people about It. But when a it
tle fellow who makes politics and of-
fice-seeking a trade, and sets himself
up also for & newspaper magnate, gets
such a set-back, you may expect many
a cacophonous roar. At present there
is more thar one John L. out of the
ring.

Sugar Is to come in free from Puerto
Rico in two ‘years at maost, or eariier
n=s soon as the revenue derived from
the present duty can be ralsed through
direct taxation. But neither this fact
nor the prospect of like concessions to
Cuba and the Phillpplnes deter the
beet-sugar Interests from widening
thelr scope. Michigan beet-sugar mills,
for example, made, in January, 30,108, -
112 pounds of sugar, one company mak-
ing as much as 1509,012 pounds. Cali-
fornia made 52,600 tons of beet sugar

plausibly attributed to the Sugar trust.
It is significant, also, that in his recent
reply to Congressional Inquiry, Secre-
tary Gage saw fit to omit any state-

precious that it cannot even be enum-
srated In a Treasury statement?

. A peculiarity of the Oregon registry
law is that no opportunity is afforded
for registration for the November elec-
tion after the books have been closed
for the June election. Every one, there-
fore, who wishes to vote for President
this Fall must register before May 16
The only provision under which voters
not registered can vole In November Is
the sectlon authorizing “swearing in"
of votes, which is uncertaln add at best
troublesome.

The registration in Multnomah Coun-
ty now exceeds 12,000, with 5080 to 6000
yet to come. So far the registration in
the country precincts s less than 500,
while In Portland It exceeds 11,500,
The country precincts should register
abodt 2600 votes; so there yet remaln
mbout 2000 to be registered In the coun-
try and perhaps 3000 to 4000 in the city.
There {8 yot time to register, but vot-
ers would do well not to put it off till
the last week. The books will be closed
May 15.

Senator Morgan's victory in Alabama
Is gratifying for two reasons. It Is &
discourager of “anti-imperialism" and
a set-back for the rallroad combination
that has fought him because of his ad-
vocacy of the Nicaragua canal. The
moral effect of his re-election may be
something as regards the ant! cause,
but, as regards the anti-Nicaragua ag-
gregation, nil. This assoclation of pa-
triots is superior to all moral consid-
erations,

The charitably disposed should not
overlook the simple entertalnment else.
where announced in ald of the fund for
an “Old Ladies’ Home." Generous ben-
efactors, lving and dead, have provids
éd the site for & “home™ and the nu.
cleus of its endowment fund. Among
the great charitable institutions that
are to mark Portlund's future, none Is
more graclous or worthy than this,

A remarkable character, the typleal
eoldier of fortume, Is Dugald Dalgetty,
in “A Legend of Montrose,” Nobody
supposed that any man really possessed
of that name ever would turn up. Yet
now the reports of military operations
in Eouth Africa tell of the exploits of
Colonel Dalgetty. Perhaps the novel-
ists and romance writers are the truest
historians.

The Democrats will decline Dewey's
offer as a candidate but welcome him
gladly as a private In the ranks. Just
how the Admiral will take this we shall

find out, perhaps, in due time. It is up
to Mrs. Dewey again. -

This remark is attributed to Theodore
Roosevelt, and It lsn't half bad, even
if apocryphal, though probably it s
genuine:  “McKinley has as much
backbone as & chocolate eclalre in a
candy shop window."”

THE PEOPLE UNDERSTAND,

And Because They Understand They
Disnpprove,
Chicago Times-Herald, Rep.

If there s & pro-Puerto Rico-tariff
Republican In Washington who has not
accumd the country at large of groes 15
norance of the Puerto Rico tariff bill the
Titmes-Horald would llke to have him
stand up and be counted. From Bpeaker
Henderson down W Congressman Bou-
iell the ery all along the line is that
the bill is “misunderstood” and that *full
knowledge of lis purpose will remove any
Impression that It discrimdnates against
Puerto Rico,™

And now comes the Becrstary of the
Nuvy to taunt us with our fallure to
grasp the "full knowledge” of the benefl-
cence of this remarkable second thought
of plain duty. Last Saturday, while In
Denver, Sceretary Long explained that:

The Bl relleves the laland from all direct
tuxes, and all internal revenue taxes. It re-
duces the customs iariff from 100 to 13 per
cont.  Further, it returns 10 Puerto Rico all
the locome from the mesger tazation, instead
of landing It in the United States Treawury.
1f this is discrimination, it s discr !

substitute for lar-
ritorial system, and to this it Is
the American people are op-

by the Republican majority In
since It substituted e 15 per cent

elther Bf,'llll or McKinley, or both, has
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been eagerly caught up by some exce

but, as we think, shortsighted people. To

beat Bryan or McKinley, or both, cannot

be the chief end of an independent polit-
vemen

i» all-lmportant—the Mt Instrument, wo
may say, is the end. And it Is because
the maln object just now !s the restora-
tlon of the Presidency to Its anclent and
fntended vigor and dgnity; because what
we want In the White House ls a leader
of men, not a tool of tools: because we
desirg not merely to beat Bryan and Mc-
Kinley, but to surpase their type alto-
gether, that we cannot but regard as

ing the coolness and regret which
Admiral Dewey's dbpirations have met
from the country. A man is wanisd more
than ever—no crouching fAgure, stooping
tow to go under the bars which the poll-
ticlans ralse In front of men of large
moral stature—but we sorrowfully percelve
that the Admiral Is not the man for the
hour. His fallure to come up to the re-
qu'rements but helghtens the popular eag-
erneas to find the one who will

Decency Pays Best.
Chicago Tribune.

It will surprise many people and should
please all 1o read that the decadent drama
Is a failure from the box-office stand-
point. During the season now closing all
of the great suocesses have been plays
free from the taint of pastiness, while n
large amount of money has been lost by
managers who have attampted to force
into popularity Indecent farces, decadent
soclety comedles and sensational “‘emo-
tional™ dramas.

The significance and Importance of this
state of affaira le In the fact that the
box-office argument s one from which
there is no appeal. Preachers may thun-
der at the immorality of a stage produc-
tion and critics may point out its of-
fenses agalnst good taste and even de-
cency, but so long as the box-office re-
celpts are good, there e little chance that
any reform will be effected. When, how-
ever, the public stops buying tickets of
admission 10 a play the manager s forced
at onga to reallze that samething Is the
matter with the production. When the
réecords of an entire season show that
none of the dramas whigh verge on the
Indecent has made money to a large ex-
tent, while all the great successea have
been pure in tone, it would seem that the
wise manager must eee the apparently In-
timate and direct connection between the
cause and the effect. And i the theat-
rical managers of the country are once
convinced that the decadent drama is not
profitable, 1t Is certain that theater-goers
will be no longer shocked by Indecency on
the stage. The theater s primarily a bus-
invss Institution, organised for profit. Iis
relations with art are chiefly those of a
denler. If it does not pay to hundle the
docadent drama it will lay In & new and
cleaner stock of goods.

A Story From Gilbraltar.
London Baturday Review.
During the war stories in plenty have
been current of the stratagems and
treachery which have Imposed upon Brit-
ish officers charged with very serious re-
sponsibilities. Changing the venue, we
have the following story from Gibraltar:
Some time ago a consumptive German gen-
tleman arrived there with introductions
from Influential people in England. The
Governor and other officlals recelved him
hospltably. and every consideration pos-
sible was shown him on account of his
health, but, of course, he could not be
granted permission, as he requested, to
g0 to the top of the rock for the sake
of the purer alr, as therg Is a regula-
tion that “foreigners are on no aoccount
to be permitted to walk about the top
of the rock.” Further acqualntance, how-
ever, with the German gentleman, through
the medium of dinners and other soclal
functions, resulted In a relaxation of the
strict rule, and he was granted a pass,
The result of the visit ls now to be seen
at the German War Office, which is in
pomeession of the most perfect plans from
photos of all the works and defenses of

Gibraltar.

A Waste of Time,
Elgin (Wallowa) Recorder.

Senator McBride Is attempting to set
himself right with hls constituents by ecir-
culating copies of a epeech made In the
House recently in support of the Puerto
Rican tariff measure. This action ls en-
Urely superfluous, as there Is only one
way that Mr, McBride can justify his
vote on that measure, and that le through
party expediency. It was an Administra-
tion measure, and, as Mr. McHride had
recolved many favors from the Prese
dent and his officlal advisors, It ia not to
be wondered at that be supported the
messure. But when it comes (o endeavor-
ing to justity his actlon by producing ar-
gument in favor of the bill, he Is wasting
hle time. .

It I an old saying that it s & poor man
that won't stand by his friends, and aa
the Administration has favored Senator
McBride in many waym it is not to be

agninst the United States and In favor of
Puerts Tlco Thus the |sland fares betller
than ever did any of our terrifories, all of
which had to pay thelr own wuy, internal taxes
and all, every dollar of which went into Uncle
Bam's Treasury. -

If Secretary Long thinks that there is
a single ray of fresh light thrown upon the
true meaning of the Puerto Rico tariff
bill by this statement, his opinlon of the
common Intelligence of his fellow citizens
Is mingularly low and unworthy., The
Times-Herald undertakes to say that
Becretary Long has stated the financial
and benevolent effect of the Puerto Rico
tariff bill precisely as It s understood by
100 per ocent of its readers. They know
that the bill relleves the Puerto Rlcans
of all direct taxes and Internal revenue
taxes. They know that it reduces the
customs tariff to 15 per cent of the
Dingley rales. They know that all reve-
nues from this source are to be returned
to Puerto Rico. They know that the isli-
and fares better than ever did any of our
other territories. They are fully informed
upon eovery point to which Becretary
Long draws attention.

And yet and by reason of as full knowl-
edge as Becretary Long seems to possess
they will notf accept the Puerto Rico tarift
bill as the fulfilment of American pledges,
duty and justice to Puerto Rico.

The American people are opposed to the
Puerto Rico tariff bill because it is a
departure from the Invariable practice of
the Republic in dealing with and organis-
ing our other territories. If Secretary
Long will mark the significance of that
word “other” as used by the Times-Her-
ald and omitted by him he will appreclate
how closaly the American people are fol-
lowing the true lssus In this Puerto Rican
question.

They see no reason why the Island
should fare any better or any worse than

wondered at that he voled for the Puerto

Rico bill, especlally when -
ministration mm)lr.im SR R

North Pacific Farmer and Stockman.
The North Pacific Farmer and Stockman
has been reorgantzed and will hereafler
be fssued weekly Instead of monthly, It
will be devoted to agriculture In alj its
branches. Speclal attention will be pald
to the speed and the road horse, and to
the resources of the Pacific Coast, In-
cluding Alaska and Britlsh Columbla. Mr.
W. W. Baker, an excellent authority on
all matters pertalning to agriculture, Is
editor of the publication. The fir:t lssuo of
the new paper iax full of most Interesting
and valuable matter, not only for the
farmer and stockman, but for the general
reader, Some exhpustive commerc al and
historical datu are given, which should be
preserved by all for future reference. The
new dalrying movement throughout the
Pacific Northwest will find in the Farmer
and Stockman an Indispensable ald and
gulde. To It Mr. Baker has contributed
more than any other man In study, ex-
perlment and enthusiastic support.

Loves Its Work.

Philadeiphia Press.

“How Is It you're such a great worker?"
nsked the grasshopper.

“Because 1 leve work,” replied the busy
bea. "1 couldn’t be happy without it. In
fact, you may have noticed, when my
buslest season I8 on, I'm in clover.”

The Price of Tea Cents' Worth.
Boston Christian Reglster.
Customer—Give me 10 cents® worth
paregoric, please.
Druggist—Yes, asir.

Customer (abeent-mindadly)—How much
is 1t?

when the one takes up the subject, the
other 18 sure to differ. The House com-
mittee on public lands has set aside the
15th of April as the day when all bills
providing for extending, decreasing, or in
any way changing the forest reserves of
the Unlted States shall be considered,
along with bills intended to create now
reserves. It may be safely stated that
the prevalling sentiment, both In the com-
mittes and In the House, ls against fur-
ther forest reservations of any descrip-
tion, and in most Instances s general re-
duction of the reserves would be wel-
pcomed. On the contrary, the Secretary of
the Interior isx fOrmly of the bellef that
we have not reserves enough, and seems
to fear that the forests of the West will
soon be destroyed, and artificlal means
will have to be resorted to to furnish
an adequats supply of timber.

One of the great objections that has
been ralsed to the forest resarvations as
they stand |s that they all embruce more
or less land that does not properiy belong
In such & reserve, land that is eminently
fitted for pasturage purposes, but which
now bears no timber, and from its very
character would never be wooded. The
Genersl Land Office realizes the strength
of this contention, and has been ready
to make recommendations that such
tracts be eliminated from the ressrves
and thrown open to sheep and cattle-men
for grasing lands. But the recommenda-
tion never gets beyond the Secretary.

It may be that the House committee
will have to devote several days to the
discussion of this momentous question
of the forest reservations, but it ls ex-
pected that these conferences will result
in the formulation of some genernl legls-
lation that will ba In the Interest of the
reserves, and at the sams time be in the
interest of the settlers in and about the
reserves. The committee thls year seems
to have an eye primarily to the interests
of the people, and has all along striven
to secure legislation that Is for the com-
mon good, The Western members, espe-
cially those from states with large forest
resorves, are looking forward anxiously
to the formulation of some plan which
will do away with many of the outcries
that are being ralsed against the con-
duct of the reserves as they are controiled
at present. Of course, whatever action is
taken looking to cutting down any of the
roserves will be opposed by the Beore-
tary of the Interlor, but In view of the
provalling sentiment in Congress, his
recommendation will undoubtediy be over-
ruled.

Emergency.
New York Weekly.

Jack—I'm thirsty. Come In here and
T'll order a bottle of champagne.

George—I'd rather have beer.

Jack—So would I, but I haven't a cent.
I's easter 1o get trusted for champagne
than beer.

Measure of Suceess.
Washington Star.
“What Is your ldean of succesa in life?”
sald the Inquisitive man.
*Oh, I dunno,™ Senator Sor-
ghum, reflectively. “I should say anything
over $600,000."

The Coming Tumult.
Indianapolie Journal.

He—You Daughters of the American
Revolution ought to be ashamed to wran-
gle the way you do,

She—Never mind; just wait until your
Hall of Fame committee gets in session.

Not His Faunlt,
Boston Transcript.
Sterena—What a chap you are, Bound-
or! You never agree with anyhody.
Bounder—Well, what of that? Am I to
blame If everybody else Is wrcng?
Pay, Pay, Pay.
Baltimore American,
Collector—This Is three times I have
afked you to pay.
Betem—You're another of those “Absent-
Minded Beggar” elocutionisis, are you?

An Exception,

Detroit Free Press,
Jaxon—Everybody seems to have the
grip these days.

Paxon (dejectedly)—I seem to have lost
mine. .

The Sireet-Car Girl,
Baltimore American.
She's always just across from me
Dressed in the latest styls:
Hor face |s bright, and comely, to
With a bewitching smile.
Somatimes she winks right saucily
Aguin, ‘tUs plain to see
That she's demure—this pretty gl
Across the car from me,

When [ am hanging to & strap
And twinging aches endurs,
She sympathetically says:
Try Limberem's Paln Cure*
Bhe's always giving me advice—
This dimpled, sniling girl—
Just yesterday, she sald: “Hlask's O
Wil keop your halr in curl*

Each moming when 1 ride downtown
My face she €hyly notes,

Afd whispers: "‘Finest breakfast diah,
Is Goodem's Busted Oats*

I had to hlushk though yesterday
I 44 not understand—

Hald she: ““Wear Squeesem’s Corset—It
Gives you a fgure grand ™

One day she tossed her head at me
And saM In manner sly:

“If you would know real happiness
Drink Boosem's rock and rye."

And many times she's told me, when
My eye she falrly caught,

“Get married—but before you do,
Buy this nics ‘house and lot.*

Bhe gives me good advice, and she

I= watchful of my {lls.

Quite frequently she warns me to
“Take Curem's Liver Pllla™
Sometimes she's booming wasbing somap—
Bometimes iU's fruit that's canned,

dldn’t turn them over 10 an insanity com-
mission.

Butcher, of Baker County, will not be
a delegate to the Democratle National
Convention this year. He now owns gas
works of hls own.

Kansas City will probably fintsh her
Fourth of July celebration by burning
down her new conventlon hall, just to
show that lttle things llke that do net
worry her, -

If Dewey hadn't changed his mind ebout
the Presidency, the country would have
more confidence in Roosevelt's statement
that he wouid not accept the nomination
for Vice-President.

Lawyer Willlam Foley # now known in
Democratic circles as “the falr speaker.”
Lawyer Fuley achieved prominence in the
recent Democratic county and etate con-
ventions by offering universal suffrage
resolutions and by motlons to return
thanks to “the falr speaker” who ad-
dressed the delegates In favor of the
woman maffrage amendment to the Con-
stitution. Judge Thomas O'Day and other
Democratic potables have turned the ta-
bles on Lawyer Foley.

Oh, dainty, dalnty vicley,
Oh, rose, so fresh and fate, )

Oh, lincs, whose expanding bloom
Hreathes perfume an the alr,

I thought I saw you all today,
Deneath the glad warm wan,

But found your biossoms counterfell,
Andl bogus, every ome.

You nodded to me on the streat.
Frum many bright bouquets,

And, secing you, 1 planned 1o write,
A sombet In your praise.

I looked once more, and saw that you
Were not fit themes for sonnoets,

You all were made of colored cloth,
And bloomed on Esster bonnets.

The following rare bit of Amsterdam
biarney was unintentlonally omitted from
the report of Thureday's proceedings of
the Democratic State Conventlon. The
speaker was a Douglas County delegate,
and he was thacking the conventiom for
re-electing R. 8. Sheridan as chalrman
of the atate committea:

Unt bshavy uv der delegaahun from Doglas
Coundy [ vishes to dank you fur der oner you
haf confalred ocopon us by clecding Meester
Eheredum ns chalrmans av der democradie
stants cendml comity. Yintiemens, I danks
You some mmore.

Dewey, Miles, and maybe Roosevelt
Wil be out fur Fresident,
And some other hernes, llkely
Will reluctantly consent
To be mentloned for the office
By thelr swarming hoets of fricnds;
And will all be making speeches
Ere the stumping seasan enda
Dut thers's one great nayal bevo,
Who is long ssough on fame,
Who's contented for the present
To remain outside the gume.

When the suffrage cause, however,
Has awakened Into life,

And a man‘s good vote is canceled,
Py the ballot of his wife,

When the winsome fummer muiden
Sets her dainty hat on straight,

Runs for offios, Is slected,
And procesds to legisiate,

When the fermale vote shall triumph
O'er the poor snowed-under men,

You can bet your final fartning,
You can't head off Hobson them,

A down-town saloon keeper, who I8 evie
dently something of a political genius,
hae covered a large portion of the outsids
of his place with a sort gf huge fac-
simile of the Republican and Democratic
tickets, over which s painted, ““Political
scorecard.” There are places for the
names of all the candidates on the tickets
mentioned and room left for others. The
object Is supposed to be to give every
eandidate for office a chance to have hls
pame painted on the *scorecard”-for a
constderation—as an advertisement and In-
cldentally to enable the proprietor to @
cure a percentage of the fund to be ex-
pended by these candidates.

It might naturally be suposed that from
among the number of politlcal conven-
tlons of wvarious kinds held iIn this ety
last week every person who had any pol
itles would have been able to wclect one
which would suit him.~ One reputable and
Intelligent eitlsen ham howaver, beon
found who could rnot affiliate with any con-
vention. He had received a number of
proxies from members of his party, what-
ever that may be, and was about to com-
stitute himself a convention and call him-
self to order and procesd to nominate a
ticket, when he learned that the persone
who had sent him thelr proxies had
changed thelr minds and attended to thelr
businese themaelves.

The Bosieat Man.
Dan W. Gallagher in Boston Globe.
| The world seetns given to busy men, who labor
{ with hand and brain—
)

Some of them striving for honor and fame, oth-
er® for treasure and guin
i Hut the one that I have In mind jost Dow, i
up with the sun’s Omt peep,
And the anly rest that his ltile Hmbs get i
when he In fas aalee].
And 1 sometimes imagine the ltthe shoes thet
oover his tiny toes
Half «cho a sigh of pure rellef, with the day-
Ught nearing a clope—
Each hour that passes j& brimming with jJoy—
move pleasure it eculd not hold—
For the bDustest man In the whole wide world—
ane lltthe boy four years old

When a littls hor gets to be four years ol &
terrible bother Is he.

And he asks funny questions "bout all kinde eof
things from o whale to a humble bea

You must tell him the number of stare exact
and where they pet their light—

Ard the reason they do not shiine all Say the
mme as they do at pight—

And what bolds the sun up In the sky, and
how the tress were made—

And why in the dark when be's left aloom, be
alwayn fesin on afruid—

Then he bexgs for the tale about Do-peepn, and
when the story's told,

Another question or two has he—thie little boy
four yesrs old

When a litthe boy zets (o be four years ofd, &
wonderful joy e he—

For when his arme about you twine, your hesst
from care seems (ree,

Anf all the trials of o pass on. and the things
that are hard to bear—
And the soul seems wrapped in a tender love
for the Httle tot standing there—
Whils often & mim oherures the sight. and the
oyes grow strangely A,

And then I womder what price you'd ask before
you wouid part with him—

And | know the. In this great wide -world
there ('t snough pore gold,

To tempt & mother to yleld Mm up—one Bttty
bay fouwr years oll.



