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the delegates to the three comventions
The Oregonian, speaking In some de-
gree on behalfl of the people of the elty,
hopes the delegates may not forget
thelr duty fully to debate measures

now before the country, and that they’

may not hesitate fearlessly to declare
thelr purposes. Honesty |8 the best
policy in politics as in business. May
we get from sach of our conventions a
full and frank statement of its beliefs

Differences of opinion and conviction
are founded in both the interests and
intellects of men. Growth and prog-
yeas are the outcome not alone of
clashing purposes, but of education
and environment. Fres Interchange of
{deas tends to mental vigor and spread
of knowledge. As war Is the sharp spur
to Natlonal spirlt, =0 the contests of
politics add to the vitality and useful-
ness of parties. COurs Is a government
of discussion, and out of the ferce
strife of partisan campalgne grows the
wisdom that finally separates the true
from the false, and crystallizes right
in the country's laws.

The gathering of three bodies In
Portland at this time serves to empha-
size the fact that this clty is the center
of Oregon. Though in the northwest-
ern corner of the state, this city, by
reason of transportation Hnes, 18 the
most convenlent and accessible point
for the people of Oregon to meet, and
its business connections bring it into
closa relation with all the rest of the
state. It recognizes what it owes to
the state at large, and hopes the wvisit-
ors in the city todsy will learn that
Portiand understands fully its dufy as
the metropolls, Here we have the halls
 adequate for such gatherings as those
which assemble today, and the Inclina-
tion to provide them every convenience
for the prompt performance of the

. work of conventions. Here we have
also the hotels to lodge and feed the
throngs of delegates and visitors. Let
us all take Increased knowledge of the
fact that the city and country are in-
terdependent, and may we all keep In
mind our reciprocal obligations.

The Oregonian will fulfill its function
as the newspaper of the Pacific North-
wesl, and report falrly the proceedings
of all the conventions. Later, In its
editorial columns, it will discuss thelr
‘'work and principles, and endeavor to
make intelligent discrimingtion be-
tween the declarations of the different
bodies. For the present, It greets the
three political bodies, and hopes they
may bold enmest and fruitful sessions.

TONXNAGE RATES EQUALIZED,

About a year ago, some careless and
perhaps biased students of the eco-
momic conditions which underllie the
Ocean carrying trade of the worid In
general, and the Pacific Coast In par-
ticular, had a great deal to say regard-
ing the alleged disadvantages of Port-
Jand in securing cheap freights. A few
misgulded and misinformed Astorians
‘Went so far In thelr crusade against
Portland as to issue a pamphlet con-
taining a lot of doctored figures, which,
by careful arrangement, conveyed the
impression to the cusual reader that
‘We were paying about 10 shillings per
ton more than San Francisco, and 4
to § shillilngs more per ton than was
paid by Puget Sound ports.

The Oregoniarm at the time called at-
tention to the fact that whenever Port-
lJand and San Francieco were com-
pelled to draw tonnage from the same
ports there would be no difference in
charter rates, as the port expenses
were practically the same In both
places. San Francisco Is a large im-
porter of merchandise from Europe and
of coal from Australia, and the big fleet
of ships coming to that port with cargo
under ordinary circumstances give the
Bay City a supply of tonnage which
they can secure for cheaper rates than
are demanded by shipowners when they
are forced to send thelr ships to Port-
Jand and Puget Sound in ballast. Even
Puget Sound had a slight advantage
over Portland when freights were dull
all over the world, and slilps were sent
1o the Paclfic Coast “seeking.” The big
sawmills on the Sound were almost cer-
tain to supply a cargo of lumber, In
case grain was not obtainable, and for
this reason there was always more spot
thunage lying idle at the Sound ports
than there was at Astoria, and It fre-
quently happened that a ship could be
picked up at a shilling less for Sound
loading than she would ask for coming
round to Portland. ,

Bince the present world-wide advance
in freights commenced, this difference
in rates between Pacific Coast ports
has vanished, and today it is possible
to charter a distant =hip to load at
Portland, Puget Sound or San Fran-
cleco at exactly the same rate. This
condition of affairs will prevail until
Callfornia works off the enormous sur-

of silver or fiat Inflation. On the other
hand, the expansion itself refutes the
contention of certaln ldealist currency
reformers that uniess we have a bank-
ing currency based on commercial
assets there can be no elasticity to the
currency,

If a currency Is being securely main-
tained at the gold standard, 1t will ex-
pand automatically In response to in-
creasing needs of business, through ad-
ditions of guld money. Need of cur-
rency sends gold to the mints just as
surely as an influx of Inhabitants sends
wheat to the flour mill. Since the elec-
tion of McKinley on a gold platform, In
1896, the supply of gold and gold certifl-
cates In the country has increased by
nearly $300,000,000; that is, from $4805,-
000,000 April 1, 1896, to §756,000,000 April
1, 1808,

It is a fact, moreover, that other
kinds of currency have also increased.
For the twelve months just past, every
kind of currency, other than *“Sher-
man” notes and currency certificates,
has iIncreased In wvolume. National
bank notes have increased by $26.866.-
184; gold and gold certificates Ly $58,-
008,958; United States notes by $12.283 -
527: sllver dollars by $46.500,000; silver
certificates by $4.000,000; subsldiary sil-
ver by 35,000,000, incresse of all kinds,
$53,427564. In the month of March
tlone bank notes |nercased by $21,000,-
000 and gold by $8,000,000,

Silver has shared In this expansion.
The amount of silver and paper notes
based on sllver is $621,000,000 now, as
against $565,000,000 in 1896, If we take
the whole stock of silver and silver cur-
rency In the circulation today and com-
pare it with 1578, for example, we have
this showing:

Jan. 1, March 1,
1 119}

Standard silver dollars.§ 09,179,004 § 6,700,721
Ellver cortificates ...... 103, 487 411,300
Bubsidiary slver ...... 74702310 67,9832 001
Treasury notes of 1800, S6,045.227 277,088,511

Total ...oovvnvnnsn.. . BO20,961 018 $351,353,153

This addition of $2580,000,000 to the sil-
ver currency of the country has been
made under the gold standard and with
the notorious crime of "3 stil un-
avenged. Through limitation of silver
colnage, through issulng no more of it
than we can maintain at par, every
dollar of this increased silver currency
has been kept as good as gold; so that
the wages of the tolling masses of this
country, gentlemen, or Benator Teller's
man with the hlistered hand, have re-
tained their full purchasing power, In-
stead of being reduced to half thelr
value.

It remains merely to notice the aggre-
gate increase in circulation and in the
“per capita.” The past four years pre-
sent this record of expanding currency:

clreatath 2
roulntion, ta.
Arpll 1, 1806 ....o00.e. 51028629 %’
April 1, 1887 Y I .01
April 1, 1808 0.
April 1, 1809 .. o045
11, 1900 . 20.12

Observe, also, that this is a sound in-
crease, because of the $500,000,000 that
has been added to the elrculation.
§300,000,000, belng In gold, will safely
sustain the other $200,00:0,000,

Yet the quantity of money Is a minor
matter, after all, compured with its
quality. Unlimited additions to the cir-
culation, whether through free silver
colnage or busy Government printing
presseés, soon result In deteriorating the
value of the currency, and introduce
disorder, uncertainty and panic. The
supreme Interest of the individual Is
that the coin or the paper representing
coin, or the bank check, recelved In re-
turn for his possessions or his services,
has a safe and constant value. If these
are made worthless by the very plenti-
fulness with which they are scattered
about, it makes little diiféerence to him
how many of them he gets. If a man
gets $1000 a year and is $1000 In debt, It
iz far more Important to him that the
$12,000 he receives in 10 years Is of full
purchasing power, than that he can
pay his debt for $500, and his Income for
the five years Is reduced to $5000.

A SOUND PROPOSITION,

The claim made before the Soclety of
Bthical Culture at its Néw York meot-
ing last Sunday, by noted speakers,
among whom were two graduates of
the Tuskegee Institute, that the uplift-
Ing of the negro can come only through
the law of labor intelligently applied, is
sound. And when It ts added, “the
religlons and moral welfare of the black
and white allke In the South can only
be secured by Industrial education,” the
case may be held to be amply stated.

The “knowing how" was never before
so essential to Industrial success and
community prosperity as now., A la-
boring man untutored in the ways of
some branch of Industrial life I8 as
helpless as a mariner at sea without
& compass. This is perhaps especially
true of the negro laborer in the South,
whose stock In trade through the gen-
erations has been his brute strength,
supervised and direéted by others—him-
gelf the mere machine, It is this igno-
rance of handicraft that has made free-
dom & delusion to him for more than
a4 generation. Schools llke the Tuske-
gee and Hampton Institutes do more to
solve the problem of the future of the
negro race than all the laws enacted
for its benefit and protection have ever
done, from the Fifteenth Amendment
to the Federal Constitution down
through the list.

This Is not the dream of the philan-
thropist, but the testimony of compe-
tent witnesses, to whom this practical
side of the negro problem has present-
ed Itself through careful experiment
and observation. If this seed, instead
of that of political equality, had been
planted at the close of the war, and
recelved patient and adequate cultiva-
tion through the years, the solution of
the negro question would not now have
been greatly vexing palitical econo-
mists. It would, on the contrary, be
satisfactorfly working itself out, with
the political equality of the colored man
already In sight.

The platform of the county Demo-
crats of Mulfnomah County contalns
t
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linquent lists have been moderate, and
much below that of a great deal of
other advertising that runs through its
columns from year to year. Eighth
place, publication of the delinquent tax
lists I8 no new thing In Oregon, but
an anclent usage, under general law of
the state; and If 1t be discontinued, the
main spur to tardy or delinquent tax-
payers will be lost. Ninth place, the
Democratic Convention was talking
through its hat.

AN UNJUST ASSAVULT.

The resolution passed by the State
Prohibition Conventlon denouncing
President McKinley for the continued
life of the Army canteen Is unjust,
while the resolution charging the Pres-
ldent with responsibility for the alleged
fact that “Intoxicating drinks have fol-
lowed the flag to the gpin of the na-
tives” is utterly absurd and without
foundation of fact. The facts regard-
Ing the canteen are stated {n the annual
report of the Secretary of War, who,
while not & Prohibitionist, is neverthe-
less a very able lawyer, and while not
& Prohibitionist Is nevertheless a man
of absolute veracity and unblemished
moral character, Secretary Root, In
his report, recites the fact that Attor-
ney-General Griggs, on the 12th of
April, 1889, rendered an opinion to
the effect that the act of March 2,
1899, “does not prohibit the continu-
ance of the sale of Intoxicating drinks
through the canteen sections of the
post exchanges, as heretofore organ-
lzed and carried on, except that, of
course, no officer or soldier can be put
on duty in the canteen section to do the
selling, either directly or Indirectly.”
The Becretary of War, who stands at
the head of his profeasion, says that he
agrees with the view of the Attorney-
General that thig Is the more reason-
able construoction of the statute, but
adds:

It la, howewer, questioned by many citizens,
and It i» very desirable that If Congress does in
fact intend to absolutely prohibit the sale of
beers and light wines In post exchanges to the
soldiers of our army In states whers such sale
is permitted by law to all other persons, this
intemtion should be expressed In terms which
are free from doubt.

A bill & now before Congress whose
passage will certainly settie beyond all
doubt the Intention of Congress. These
are the facts, and no falr-minded man
will blame President McKinley for re-
fusing to override the legal construe-
tion placed upon the act of March 2,
1858, by both the Attorney-General and
Becretary Root. The charge that the
Presldent has neglected to “protect the
helpless and defenseless natlves of
Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Philippines
from the merciless greed of the liquor
dealer; that Intoxicating drinks have
followed the flag to the ruin of the na-
tives.,"” 18 utterly absurd.

The appendix to the report of the
Becretary of War contains ample evi-
dence that the people of these {slands
on the arrival of our troops “followed
the flag” around, offering for sale alco-
holie intoxicants of mnative manufae-
ture far stronger and more deadly in
thelr character than any produced In
the United States. The correspondence
of the Army officers with the War De-
partment proves that, so far from alco.
holie Intoxicants of American manufac-
ture ruining the natives, the native
alcoholle Intoxicants were omnipresent,
and were so powerful and so cheap that
the establishment of the canteen for
the sale of beer was an efficient meas-
ure of sanitary reform. The natives of
Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Phillppines
have always manufactured sirong al-
coholle Intexicants, which they sell to
visiting eoldlers and gaillors, but the
naflves of Bpanish-American countries,
like the lower classes of old Spain, are
not given to the use of ardent spirita
Wine is temperately consumed, and
Hght alcoholic stimulants, but intem-
perance is not among the vices of the
lower classes of Spaln or any of her
colonles in America or Asia, In the
City of Mexlico or Havana Intemperance
in the use of ardent spirits on the part
of a native Is rare. The cheap ardent
spirits manufactured are made for “for-
eign consumption,” and drunk by vis-
iting sallors and soldiers, but not to any
extent by the natives, who do not eare
for ardent spirits They have other
vices, but while they have for centurles
made and sold excesdingly strong alco-
holic intoxicants of native manufac-
ture, the Filipino {8 no more & consumer
of ardent spirits than is the Hindoo.
The betel nut, oplum, hashish, are
among the stimulants of the Malay, the
Hindoo and the Chinaman, but Intem-

who have always made
and sold ardent spirits of the vilest
sort, but they do not drink them to any
extent, according to the testimony of
the Army officers. Lieutenant Mullay,
of the Fourteenth United States In-
fantry, writes:

The good results obtalned from the establish-
ment of & canteen In Cuartel de Malate, Ma-

ful alcoholic Intoxieants of thelr own
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number, have t
land, a proceeding which, In
of common humanity, the British
thorities could not refuse. War s war,
now a8 It has ever been, and untold
sufferings follow in its train. But civ-
llized warfare differs from savage In
this, that unnecessary cruelties are not
inflicted upon those whom the fortunes
of the battle-field have disarmed, and
while the victors may not find it possi-
ble to keep prisoners of war in comfort-
able quarters, they must answer to the
demand of humanity as well as they
are able by rendering the condition of
these captives tolerable. In this view,
while no doubt the situation of Boer
prisoners on Pritish transports has
been wretched enough, it has probably
been as tolerable as the British facill-
ties for keeping them would permit,
while all accounts agree that British
prisoners at Pretoria are well fed and
humanely treated.

4

The Puerto Rico tariff blll has now
passed both houses of Congress. It is
such a tariff bill as no Congress ever
passed before—the obtject being to “pro-
tect” one part of the United States
against another part. It Is usecleas to
enter Into subtle disquisitions on the
Constitutional phases of this question.
The polnt is that the measure is un-
just. Any people under the flag of the
United States should have and must
have the right to a market for thelr
proeducts In the United States. It s
true that 15 per cent of the present tariff
isn't much. But the principle asserted
In it 1s unjust. It cannot stand. It is
negation of expansion. Unjust taxes
are none the less unjust because they
are light. Bo thought our fathers when
they rebelied against unjust taxation
and deciared their Independence. In
valn did Charles Townshend, George
Grenville, Samuel Johnson and others
get forth that the tax was small, and
therefore that it was not worth while
10 resist It. The answer was, Why,
then, Inslst upon it? It was the Injus-
tice that kindled the colonial wrath
If we pursue this coursg¢ we ghall surely
have a state of chronle rebelllon In
our new possessions. But we shall not
pursue it far. Congress will be forced
to reverse its action.

The Bryan Democrats have endeav-
ored to fasten upon such men as HIIL
Whitney, Wattersop, Lamont and Gor-
man the responsibility for Admiral
Dewey's appearance in the ntial
fleld; but all who have been taxedy with
it file disclaimers. On all sides people
are saying that Dewey is as Innocent
of intrigue as an Infant, and that his
wife alone is responsible for his candi-
dacy. It Is sald, too, that both of them
are so ignorant of political methods
and of our system of government that
until after he had “come out"” for the
Presidency they supposed the people
could walk up to the polls and vote di-
rectly for George Dewey for President.
A correspondent of the Chicago Record
writes,' from Washington:

It in reiatsd that Mrs, Dewey, in planning

thiy great political mancuver, visited a lady
relative of Roosevelt now In this clity
and req d her to with him to taks

the second place on the ticket. Mra, Dewey
wans laboring under a delusion that they needed
only to distribute tickels with the nhame of
Dawey and Romevelt for President and Vice-
President printsd upon them. and the peopls
would 4o the rest. XNelther she nor the Ad-
miral has ever ed conv 3 cam-
palgn committess, eloctoral coliegma or any-
thing else of that kind, and they were & good
deal surprised when the machinery of 8 presi-
dential election was expinined to them last
night.

The local Democrats deal a terrible
whack at Jacksonlan principles when
they denounce the Republican party for
trying “to enrich {ts employes and
parasites at public expense.” This is a
far cry from Old Hickory's spolls doe-
trine, However, Jackson is no longer a
Democratic Ideal, any more than Jef-
ferson, the expansionist. Lincoln has
been dead so long that they adopt him
now as the only true source of Demo-
eratie principles. Wonder how long It
will be before they cite MeKinley as the
great fountain-head of Democratic doc-
trine. )

As far as the public 1s able to judge
from conflicting statements made from
day to day, Admiral Dewey is still a
candidate and both he and his wife
greatly desire that he should be made a
nominee of some National convention,
presumably the Democratic. A sallor
on a strange sea, Dewey Is trying to
read an unintelligible chart and set a
course that will be the least dangerous,
hoping by some chance to strike the
right one. The spectacle ls not an edi-
fylng one to the patriotic American
people.

In 1890 the number of persons of
school age In Multnomah County wat
15,464, and the total population was 74.-
884 The school population now Is 24.-
885, The propor¥on of 1880 would make
the population of the county now about
121,000. Outside of Portland, Multno-
mah County has not now over 20,000 in-
habitants,

Antl-Bryan Democrats got the cold
shake ‘yesterday In the Democratic
County and City Convention. They are
told they will have to sit in sackeloth
and ashes awhile.

Fleaty of Siiver,

Warm friends of sllver min«tmu com-
piain that the standard, by Increadlag

voiume of gold in use In this coumry,
mlt,lrﬂlmw'hlummmw
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him,

such an importation s lllegal. It subjects
the person

deportation. The Herald naturally

mmm himself, and had him de-
tained.
But Mr. Gage is not without Ingenulty-
on his elde, When the matter was brought
to his attention he directed that the im-
portation should be released, “in bond,”
50 to speak, and left go at large and pre-
sumably to fulfill his comtract, “‘without
prejudice.” Thereby Mr, Gage largely bef-
fled any attempt at advertising itselfl
which may have been mingled with purer
and more patriotic motives on the part
of our esteemed contemporary. But also
he postponed the decision of the interest-
Ing question It {s true that he himself
suggests a way in which It may still be
brought up, and that is by a suit against
the Herald for making a contract in vio-
lation of the law. 'We gather that this
would not sult the Herald so well as the
procedure lald out, and to which the Sec-
retary declined to accede. It would, how.
ever, have the ¢ffect of fixing the status
of the importation, uniess, as the Becre-
tary suggests, Congress shall in the mean.
time change It, and the lssue be ralsed
on the Constitutionality of Its action,
Meanwhile the question remains, What,
Internationally and natlonally, Is a Puerta
Rican? Senator Fpraker's bill, unlees it
has been amended, deciares that he 1s a
“eitizen of Puerto Rico,” which Is non-
vense on the face of It, since Puerte Rico
Is not & nation which can confer cltizen-
ship. It seems to be equally absurd to
conteénd that he Is a foreigner In this
country, of which he comes nearer to be-
Ing & cltizen than of any other. If He be
not a forelgner, he 18 not subject to the
operation of the contract labor law, and
cannot lawfully be deported for having
been brought In under it. We entirely
evmpathize with the sollcitude of ths
Herald to get a speedy judiclal decision
upon this polnt.

SILVER IS UPFERMOST.

Bryam Siands by the White Metal,
“Hugging the Delusive Phantom
of Hope."

Chicago Record.
Washington.—Colonel Bryan declines to
aceept the advice recemtly tendered him
by Oswald Ottendorfer, the eminent edi-
tor of the New York Staals Zeltung, and
A representative goldbug Democrat. Not
long ago that gentleman addressed Colo-
nel Bryan & letter, suggesting that he
might command the almost unanimous
German vote throughout the United States
at the next Congressional election I he
would only drop the silver lssue and con-
fine himeelf to antl--xpansion and the
trusts; but Mr Ottendorfer warned him
that the readoption of the Chicago plat-
form would deprive him of the support

of thag class,

Mr, Bryan has written a friend In Wash.
Ington to explain that, while he has the
highest respect for Mr, Dttendorfer, In
order to follow the advice of tha: gentle-
man it would be necessary o repudiate
his most sacred obligation to the peaple,
and ke would rather suffer defeat than
betray them In that very particula¥. Colo-
nel Bryan argues that the enactment of
the gold-standard currency law last month
does not alter the eternal principies of
the Democratie party nor permit it to de-
part from its plaln duty. The peopie de-
mand cheap, sliver money, and he will
continue to prociaim thelr demands from
the. housetop, no matter what legislation
the Republican party may onact in oppo-
sition to thelr wishes. it may be Lrue,
as asserted, that the pollitica! compasition
of the United States Senate will prevent
any legislation In the direction of frée
colnage for six years, but, If the Demo-
cratlc party does s duty on the stump
and at the polls, this Republican majority
will he reduced year Yy year and finally
the legisintion referred to may be re-
pealed. It 1# not prwsible for the Dem-
ocrals to promote the free coinnge of sil-
ver by the abandonmient of the Chicago
platform.” Mr, Bryan says, and thetefore
he will continue to stand by It

The Net Hesult of n Scensation.
Baltltmore Surr.

After all the hue and cry ralsed In New
York in regard to Olgn Nethersole's pro-
duction of “Sapho.” the nciress has been
acquitted of the charge of assisting In an
immoral and indecent performance, and
“Sapho’” has been virtuanlly deciared by
the same verdict not to be an Improper
play. Thus both the play and the aclress
have recelved not only an advertisem:nt
that ls worth many thousands of dollsrs
to them, but the judicial Indorsement of
respectabllity—a legal whitewashing which,
while pot detracting Trom Its dramatic
piquancy, will make It mgre dangerous
than It could ever have been otherwise
hy giving It a positive certificate of char-
acter. The net resuit of the Indiscreet
zeal which has been displayed In this case
has been to stimulate sales of the book on
which the drama Is based, to increase In-
terest in the play and the actress, and
gonmerally pander to morbld tastes and
unhealthy curiosity.

Where to Meet Them,
Philadelphia North American.

“1 understand the Irish people are much
dssatinfled at the Queen’'s wisit to Ire-
land,"”

“Why so?" s

“1f ashe really wishes to make up to the
Irtsh the feellng is general that she should
visit the United States.”

Promotion.
Chicago Tribune.

“So that's General Fuligore, Is it? If 1
remember rightly, everybody used to call
him Colopel.”

“Yeq, but that was before he gave the
town a big burbecue atl his own expense
He's. General Fullgore now.™

Appreciation
Philndelphin Press.
« He—What a splendid girli you are. Do
you really think there ls another person
in this world as joity as you are?
She—ONh! I don't know. 1 may be a jolly
individual, but I (hink you're a jolller.

Depressing.

Chicago Record,
Citizen—80 your star wouldn't play be-
cause she was 1l1?
Manager—That's 1t, and I guess if you
had seen the box-office receipts you'd

was one of them. He accepted a poem
entitled “The Pracamaker.” [t was pr.nted
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Georgla's plain,
Were fatheriess that night!
For some time past Lue Vernon has
been detected in the act of plrating the
work of others and passing it off as his
own. It was comparatively safe so long as
he confined his robbing to fugitive poems
nnd the many Inglorfous Miltons who
wrole years ago. But growing bolder he
began to lmprove and add to the thoughts
of the lmmortals themselves, by changing
the text here and there and supplying
a different title,
A San Francisco dramatic paper a few
weeks ago convicted Vernon of palming
off as original a plece which, upon Inves.
tigation, was found In Longfellow's
poemns. The edlitor, fearing a reireshed
version of “Gray's Elegy' might come
next, calied the literary carpenter and pur-
lolner to order in no complimentary man-
per. The exposure did not deter Vernon
from accrediting ““The Pencemaker” (o
himself, and alse “The Old Band,"” which
was recently published in Esaatern papers.
Here Is the complete poem from Me.
Guffey's Reader which bears so striking a
resemblance to the plagiarist’'s “The
Peacemaker:
The Dylng Soldier,
(Frotn McOuffy's Fourth Reader,
A waste of land, a sodden plain,
A lurtd runset sky.
With clouds that fied and faded fast
In ghostly phantasy:
A feld upturnad by trampling feet,
A field uppiled with siain,
With horse and rider blent in death
Upon the battle plain.

The dying and the dead le low;
For them, no more shall rise
The evening moon, nor midnight star,
Nor daylight's soft surprise:
They will not wake to tenderest call,
Nor see again each home,
Where walting bearts shail throb and break,
When this day’s tidings come.

Two soldlers, lying a8 they fall
Upon the reddened clay—

In daytime, foes. at night, In peace
Freathing thelr ltves away!

Prave hearts had stirred ench manly breast]
Fate only made them foes;

And lying, dying, side by side,
A softened fecling rose.

“Our time Is short,” one faint volee mald;
“Today we've done our best

On different sides: what matters pow?
Tomorrow we shall rest!

Life lles behind. I might not care
Fur only my own sake;

But far away are other hearta,
That this day's will treak.

“Among New Hampshire’s snowy hiils, -
There pray for me tonlght

A womsn and a Httle giri
With baie like golden light '

And at the thought, broke forth, at lnst,
The cry of angulsh wild,

That would not loager be
“0 God. my wife. my child!™

“And,” sald the other dying man,
“Arvoms the Georgis plain,

There watch and walt for goe loved ones
1 ne’er shall ses again:

A little girl. with dark, bright eyes,
Each day walts at the door,

Her father's step, her (ather's kiss,
Wil pever greet her more.

“Today we sought sach other’'s llves:
Death levels all that now;

For soon befare God's mercy-seat
Together we shall bow.

Forgive each other whila we may;
Life's but a weary game,

And right or wrong. the morning sun
Wil find us, dead, the same."

The dying lips the parion breathe,
The dying hands entwine;
Thae last ray fades, and over all
The stars from heaven shine;
And the litle girl with golden halr,
Ard one with dark eyes bright,
On Hampshive's hills, and Georgia's plain,
Were fatheriess that night!
And here i» Vernon's:
The Peacemaker.
Lue Vernon In Leslie’'s Weekly.
Two soldiers, lying as they fell
Upon the reddensd day-—
In daytim= foes; at night In peace—
Breathing thelr lives awny,
Brave hearts had stirred each manly breast,
Fale only made them foes,
And, Iying, dying, slde by side,
A softened feeling rose.

“Our time |s short,” one faint volce sald;
""Today we've done our best

On ditferent aldes. What matters now?
TomorTow we're at rest

Life ltes behind; I might not care
Fur only my own sake,

But far awsy are other hearts
That ihis day's work will break

“Among old Hampshire's pleasant Gelds
Thete pray for me lonight

A wuoman and a [ttle girl
With halr ke golden light"—

And at that thought broke forth at last
The ory of angulsh wild

That would no longer be -
“Oh, God, my wife and chid!"

“And. " sald the other dring man,
*“Across the sandy plain

There watch and walt for me loved ones
I'll never see again,

A ntle girl, with dark, bright eyes,
Each day walts at the door;

The father's step, the fathes's kiss,
Will never meet her more.

Life's but o weary game,
And, right or wrong, the morning sun
Will ind us dead, the same. "

NOTE AND COMMENT

There fs no doubt that the Demcerats
need a dootor.

Bome peopie mlluT- ticket and others
bolt It. It usuwly asrees betier with the'
former.

_ Aguinaldo may not be very wise. but
Be hasn't express:d any wiilngness to cun
for President.

Is “Bobe™ golng to remain In South Af-
rica till he witnrsses the ob equles of hig
own repuiation?

As the Brillsh will learn ona of thesa
days, it Is & safe rule pever to ecrew tll
you're out of the woods..

Joubert and Cronje were great Generals
no doubt, but the Boers seem 10 be dolng
pretty well without them.
Each poted hero of the war

Now hufries home apace,
That he may be here to get In

The Presidential mace

Quay may be thark’ul that the le= man
manages to be popular, although he is
obliged to stay on the co'd outside.
General Dwvt?(r—u‘ht a fight,

And GJeneral Dewet won I,

And after this it's only right
To call him General Done It

If the Democrats continue their present
tacticz and pustpone nominations. the

candidates when chosen will find the lec-
tion 18 all over.

Statistics embracing production, de-
mand, price and profit show that the
Bouthern lron and steel industry has

never been so prosperous as it i= today.
The mills, In thelr orders, are Irom SX
to twelve months ahead of thelr output.
and in eonjunction with this congdition it
18 impossible to meet the forelgn demands
for coal. Skilled labor |s at a premium.
and those mills which have enougsh are
running night and day.

A writer In one of the monthly magt-
sines asseris that the wickedness of the
Parts boulevards Is forelgn, and not na-
L tive. This statement does the French
capital an Injustice. Doubtless a good
denl of Imported wickedness Msplays It-
self on the Parls boulevards, bup it s ab-
surd to pretend that the Parisians them-
solves are not very genernus contributors

to the display. The magazine writer In
question may not be aware of the fact,
but a good deal of the old Adam survives

In the heart of the averale Frenchman.

New York Is getting such Iargs sums

frem Inheritance taxea that the general
tax rate for state purposes bas bheen ma-
terially reduced. This has proved to be a
productive source of revenue In most of

thesstates which have adopted it, but the
tax on inheritances is much smaller in thils
country than it ls tn Eurcpe, as ls illus-
trated by the case of George Smith, the
man who accumiilated a fortune in the
banking business in Chicago, which he
greatly increaspd in New York, and, later,
moved to London. The State of New York
collected $1,904.732 from his estate, and the
government of England collected from It
55, (000, (00, :

In purchasing the Holland boat, tha
Navy Department has acquired what is
generally regarded as (he npearest ap-
proach to a solution of the probiem of
submarine, navigation This wvessel has
been subjected to the most rigorous tests
by naval cxperts, and, while the results
have not been uniformiy satisfactory, It
is agreed that the Invention embodies
principles which, with further develop-
ment, may lead to the consiruction of
submarine torpedo-boats of extracrdinary
efficlency in naval operations, Perhaps
the most striking testimony to Its value
is that of Admiral Dewey, who declares
that, If the Spanish feet In Manlla Bay
had lncluded two or three vessels llke
the Holland, It might have prevented his
entrance into those wuters.

Tubercnlosis, it Is sald, has increased
more than 8 per cent in certain districts
of Norway within the luwst 3 years, and
this despite the lovigorating cold of the
Norweglan clime and the hardy physiques
of the Norweglan people. Statistics also
ghow a steady gain in the number of
deaths from censumption In Sweden, Rus-
six and Northern countries generally,
while In more Southorn lerritories con-
sumption Is seldom seen. This condition
of affairs eventually may mean that the
Northern peoples will be compelied to mi-
grate south In order to preserve thelr very

existence, and that the tropleal reglons,
now held as mere unpgrofitable colonics,
will become scenea of life, commerce anc
elvilization, and all through the havoe
made Ly tuberculosts in the temperute
and frigid sones.
A Tax on Boarrowers.
Springficld Republican.
The mortguge tax bill has been killed ln

the New York lLeglslgture, Along with It
also goes the whole scheme of abolishlag
the state tax and rudsing all stale reveluss

from sources independent of the local
property tnx lists. Opposillon to a stale
tax on mortgages came chiefly from vested
Interests, bui the conmderation as well
had to bhe fauced that the tix in the end
would find Its way to the pockot of the
borrower, rather than to that of the
lender.
Barnacles.

Sidney Lanier,
My soul Is saliing through the sea,
But the past is heavy, and hindreth me.
The path hath crusted, cumbeous shells
That bald the flesh of cold sen-roelis
About my soul.
The huge waves wash, the high waves roll,
Ench btarnacie cling#th and wurketh Jole
And hindreth me from salling!

Old Past, let go, and drop I' the sen,
Tiil fathomless waturs cover thee!
For 1 am living, but thou art demd;

Thou drawest buck, 1 strive ahcad
The day to find.
Thy shells unbind®! Night com

1 mesdns must burry with the
And trim mue best for salling

The 0ld Quarrel.

i E Kiser In Chlrago Times-Herald
We loltersd where struins of glad muslc
Met the breath of the rose in the air
The years had bsen kind since we pacted]

Set11, still she was girlish and fuir,
We bad gone from each other in anger
That night in the long. lung aso—

1 was wrong and was ready o own it—
The lights glimmered soltly and low.

1 caught ber gloved hand and I beld It:
“Forgive ma"" 1 crivd, “you were righf,
And T was coward for saying
The things [ said to you that night!
She thought for & moment and asked me,
Half ugrder hér breath, half aloud
**What was it you sald? 1've forguiten™—
And then we strolled back to the cowd

Delicatessen.
The bhuszing of the delegnte
Is heard within the land
Ha is the same old reprobate,
You pe'er oan understand.
He scarce can write or punciuate,
But on the street doth stand




