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GOLDEN AGES OF LITERATURE

XIV-HOMER, DANTE AXD MILTON.

geemn natural to group these three
;::uepmmmnm. but at least be-
tween Dante and Homer there are few
paints of contacl Nothing could better
messure the distapce in experience trav-
eled by the human race from the dawm of
civilizgation to the culmination, so far, ol
Christianity as the contrast between the

naturalness that comes fresh to us today
through all the centuries since they were
written., The “Illad” shows us pre-eml-
nently man the fighter, and his foes are of
flesh and blood. The “"Odyssey™” shows us
tly man the wanderer, and the

héro travemses the surface of a world sill
teeming indeed with marvel, yet with ail
its marvels wholly opem to the eye of
sense. They sre glorious poems. Thelr
epell is cast on all who read them, from
childbood to manhood. There Is in them
a joy of life, a vigor, & movement, an en-
thusiasm for all the natural activities and
s of men, which belong to the youth

of the race and which we caich once
more as we retreat within the Homerle ho-

The scene of the "Divine Comedy” of
Dante is the soul of one Individual man.
We no longer follow the movement of bat-
ties: we no longer sail over the world. We
penetrate deeper and deeper, then higher
and higher, the experiences of a single In-
dividual. It Is a strange transition. What
doos it mean? It means that Christianity
has come into the world, and has revealed
that the fate of nations and the stirring of
the peoples are of lems account in the eter-
nal vislon than those nward events and
actions which determine the moral destiny
of separate men.

At first the older eple very llkely seems
the greater to us; assuredly the more en-
tertaining. There §s more variety In it, a
wider range of character and incldent, per-
haps, we think, a more healthful and
cheerful tvne. Now it Is Impossible to
measure the great Imaginative treasures
of the race against each other, or o eay
one is greater than another. To each star
its own glory. And yet i we look deeper
we shall hardly say that Homer is more
cheerful than Dante, These ancient oplcs
are essentially, when analysed, sad. Thelr
gods are now friendly, now hostile, but al-
ways capriclous: their heroes largely the
gport of fate; the lovellest woman in them
the fatal Helen, the source of disaster,
ruln and shame; when all the sager fight-
ing is done it is hard to sed that there is
any worthy end to it all, and a great dark-
ness awalts warriors and wanderers, the
entire human race, as It passes oul of sight
into mystery.

It i not because Dante holds, In a me-
chanical way, to a Iife beyond that his
poem ssems to the thoughtful reader more
fraught with hope and inward joy than
that of the Greek world, It is because hero
and now he revenls eternity. Reading him,
we feel how wonderfully life has been en-
riched, how {ts scope has broadened, how
many noew elements have entered it, as the
race has gone on living. The range of emo-
tion, of alm, of experience, both in joy
and sorrow, 8 widened beyond all words.
It is of lttle use to make an assertion
like this without proving it, but one must
read Homer and Dante to see whether the
thng is true. The love of woman in Dante
5 no longer a devouring fate, a bitter
cause of strife; it has become holy, and
it leads men up to God. Suffering Is no
longer the strange blight imposed upon the
mce hy a mysterious fate. Mysterious
still=how otherwise?—It is yet [fraught
with redemptive power. An end of joy
beyond all human thought awalts the wan-
derer, The. bosy of enduring happiness
that the ancient worid could concelve I8
recognized and glven a place In Dante, but
g0 has man's power of imagining’ oy risen
through the ages that thks ol pagan hap-
piness is by Dante actuaily put within the
limits of hill. The elysiar flelds, the par-
adire of antiquity, the happlest foture for
virtuous men that Homer or Virg!l could
dream of, are In his underworld. There
live forever all the poble men who knew
not Christ. They rest from their labors;
they wander on enameled meads; they
ablde In majestic dweilings; they share
high ‘converse undisturbed by wrath or
fear. Nor Homer nor Virgil could con-
celve n higher joy. But Dante knew o
higher—a heaven of ecstacy aml rapture
into which no pagan poet ever mignt eoar,
He has been repronched for leaving his
great heathens (o Hmbo, and we might re-
gret that he put them there, but at least
we munt recognize that he gave them all
they had ever wished, In fullest measure.

The eple of antiquity. the eple of the out-
ward life, will always wave a wider ap-
peal than Dante. It will always possess,
in & sense, more action, variety, actuality
end charm. Yet every dispassiongte read-
¢r must recognlze, whether with joy or
sorrow, the new reglons entered and ex.
plored by the soul of man, and the new
treasures brough: from within between
the time of “Iliad™ and “Odvesey™ and the
time of the "Divine Comedy."

There would seem at first sight to be
more points of Ukensss between Mililton
and Dante. The “"Paradise Lost” lke
the “Divine Comedy,"™ % a religlous, a
Christian opic: both poems have for
theme the fall and the redemption of man,
both present  wonderful plotures  of
hell and heaven. Yet, though they are
indeed most Interesting to compare, the
longer one studles the more etriking be-
comes the difference between the poems.

We must note at the beginning that, his-
torically epeaking, Milton subltends a
much smaller are than Dante. Dante Ia
the poet of universal catholicism: Mliton
the poet of English puritanism of the 15th
eentury. We would expect to find, as we
do find, n certain coldness, certaln limita.
tions, mingled with much that ko exulted
amnd noble In its poet. A very special type
,of theology. a type which did not endure
very long the test of time. underlles the
intellectual structure of the *“‘Paradise
Lost.” Milion !s extremely anxious 1o jus
tify this theology, which he honestly con-
eldors te be the full expression of the will
of God. He starte out, az he dellberately
tells us, “to justify the ways of God to
man” Tt would pever have occurred to
Dante that the ware of God necded justin.
cation. Tm the “Divine Comedy” Dante
moves adoring ln a world revealed by
faith: in the “Paradies Lost" Milton pre-
genio elogquently a world concelved by the-
ology It i 2 very different matter.

Tt follows that there i= a desp personal
note in Dante's poem that we do not find
In Milton’s. Mliton wrote a most wonder-
ful descript’on of the Garden of Eden, and
of Adam and Eve In 1. ‘This description
s one of the great things in literature, Tt
1o 50 powerful in beauty, in melody. In ine
tellectual procentment, that for genera-
tion= It fa'rly imposed on the English im-
agination, and althoough It bore Uitle re-
Intlon to the mvsterious. brisf account of
paradise and the fall in haly writ, we
still today mix up Milton and the Bible.
And vet, with all the beauty of the de-
ser'ption. we G0 not feel as If Milton had
vislted the place. T am quite sure that
Pante, in his own peraon, wandered in that
little wood, where the breeze was blow-
in7 and the brook was flowing, on the top
ef the Mount of Purmatory. | am never, 1
;Ol'l;ft'ﬂ. t:druln that Milton"s own feet

ad strayed thro'igh the windin
his Eden, -t o

The noblest part of the “Paradise Lost™
Is the marvelously exalted yst somber
treatment of he'l and of Lucifer. Every
wne knows the masnificent deseription of
that dreary but Impresslve region of the
shades; of Lucifer. “with faded gplendor
wan ' presiding. In dlgnity great as his
angulsh. over hls concourse of grand

thourh sinning. demons, wingicg his way
In awful flight throuch chaos tempting
Eve, desplte a momentary viaiting of re-
morseful agony, and returning to his dark
retim, only to find that he presides by
poctic Justice splendidly concelved no

by Seymour Eaton)

longer over Infernal princes, but over
infernal serpenis. It s glorious work.
Dante has nothing like 1. There Is a fa-
mous passige In Macsulay's youthful es.
tay on Milton, comparing the conceptions
of hell fn Miiton and In Dante, in which
Macauldy says that Milton is far the
greater because jegs definite, leaving more
scope for his imagination; and it has
been polnted cut agaln and agaln that Mil.
ton’s hell and his devil have an unfalling
dignity and grandeur, while Dante's are
oftenn almost absurdly grotesque. It is
true. Nothing eould be more strangely
different, for instance, than the concep-
tions of Lucifer. Dants's Luclfer is no
magnific:ntly tragie, Impressive, though
i fallen ange!; he iz a helpless, monsirous
lcmtm He sticks forever, motionless,
at the lowest polnt of hell, In the exact
:mttr of the earth; the weight of the
whole material world pressing upon him
| from every side. From his three horrl-
| ble heads flow tears that perpetually
freeze, he gnaws three chlef sinners In
his three jaws. and the slow waviag of

cartoon

his batllke wings diffuses an lcy wind

“THE MOABITISH
How the Admiral Has Been Beguiled
By Her, and Stultified,

bt

soclety paper  published a
which execlted a great deal of
comment, because so many
nized it as an accurate representation of &
painful fact, Admiral Dewey Was repre-
sented sitting upon a high stool. A wom-
an who bore a striking resemblance (o
Mra Dewey had already removed a laurel
wreath from his brow, and had substituted
a fool's cap, Bhe had divesfed mim of his
sword and sash, which lay on a chalr near
by, and had girded him with a spangled
belt of mock dlamonds and Jingling beils,
and was removing his epaulets
insignia of rank, and the medals
rations that covered his breast
cealing his uniform with fantastie
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of death throughout the nethermost hell;
for to Dante, cold, not fire, Is the supreme
expression of the sscond dea'h. All this
s very strange; far less appealing than
Milton; yet If we think we may discover
that Dante had a gpecial meaning and
had brooded long over the nature and
function of ovil before he presented Laucl-
fer as he did.

Meanwhile, when we turn fo comparing
the heavens of the two poets, Macaulay'y
distinetion becomes entirely false; one

Dante beyond the “Inferno.” For Milton's
heaven is a large, defini"e country, with
precise geography, up somewhere In the
sky. Dante’s Is Infinite thourh ordered
space. The heaven of “Paradise Laost™
Is surrounded hy a erysial battiement;
the rebel angels have thelr country seats
in the northern part of the land; when
they are in the final confilet routed by
the Mesgiah, they are driven back to the
battlement, and, breaking throzgh it, fall
down, down, through the mat:crial unl-
verse of chaios, till they tumble Into hell
The denizens of this country are as ¢clear-
ly visible to us as the geenery. They are
magnificent crentiore, Miltons' angels; It
Is wall to compare them with Dante’s

myst cally corcelved—less loquasisus, less
like intelligent siatesmen on a heroie
scale; more like gplritual forces, focussed
and made visible. There I8 one point, at

posts Is the greater—the treatment of the
D:ty. Here Miiton made a greal mis:ake,
for he brought
scene, made him talk, and talk, more-
over, of all subjects in the world. on

the “Parad se Lost” is absolutely obnox-
fous here.
us to say whether his greater wisdom
sprang from desper Teverence. God, In
his ‘Paradisa™ I8 20l perveslve, and the
cornsclousnes: of every spirit in paradise
Is fixed on him alone; but he s unappir-
nt. and even at the climax, where the

atific vision is atinined, we sce that
visign only In symbol, and understand its
vature rather from the wondrovs solem-
nity of Dan‘é’s passion than from any
other cause,

Ind-ed, w» may as well say frankly that
out of the Scripturez mo poet has ever
been succe'sful In denict'ng hiaven —a
state of u-s*adowed light, untroubled joy
—except Dante. The more one studies the
“Paradiso” the more wonderfal it ap-
pears. Andl the reason why Dants has
rmcereded where all o'hers have falled Is
becauss he a one hes, so far #s man can
o, de-arded anthrop morphism and
adojted n mothod wholly s,mbolc. His
salnts and angels do not appeéar to us
in the body: they are des-rib 4 slmply by
deepening llght, by =hifting, dreamlike
symbol. It is imposrible to suggest the
manifcld forms of heauty in which the
1ife of the blessad Is revealed. They are
manifest as ra'nbows nnd flowers Re
dancirg ligh's, a: reflectioss In clear wat-
or, as flylng birds of light, as rubles In
the sun, as a golfen stairway mounting
upward, as a ¢rown, as s'ars losing them-
seives In a deepening day. as a river of
ight, and, finully. 26 A celestial rose—the
rose of the bless=d, whereln all the saints,
t'er after tler, intoxicated by the fra-
gran=e of that wonderful world-flower, sit
razing toward the golden center, which
s God. As he seex all these Images of
glory, Dante’s mood I# one of worahip
pnd joy unspeskable. *““That which I was
seclng seemed to me a smile of the uni-

gentinlly not because of the beauty, not
because of the melody that ever sounds
through the ranks of the redesmed, not

finally becnuse this heaven ls a holy place.
He has made us feel its holiness; feel that
we are In a region where sin Is ended and
banished, though character remains. This
is & wonderful thing to do. Milton did
great things, but he could not do this, MIT-
ton's heaven is of course, supposed to be
the abode of right o' a~e=s; but we do not
feel It 0. In Dante, three lovely lines,
pear the beginning of the “Paradisc "™ sum
up the whole affest “In hiz will Is our

ones. *It is that sen whercunlo & mov-

which Nature makes."

“Divine Comedy” Is but the comment.

lesley Coliege.
Sulcide of a Miniater.

questions if he had ever resd anythirg In l

which are quite dilferent'y and far more |

theology. The anthropomorphic method of ‘

Dante was wis=r; it is not for !

verss'™ he exclalms. And his joy s es- |

for any natural reason, but supremely and |

Lo D Jor stoler =

SANTA BARBARA, Cal, Aprll 30—

tlons and furbelows ke those worn by a
clown In & clreus. The pleturs was passed
| avound everywhere, and now everybody
| says that it contained more truth than

humor,

I have from time to time reported the
gosslp In Washington soclety regarding the
development of Admiral Dewey's Presi-
dential boom, and therefore nobody here Is

a candidate.
who has

surprised that he should announce himseif
Ev
action to the Influence of Mrs. Dewey,
never concealed

but, on the contrary, for several montha

erybody attributes his
her ambltion;

has spoken with great freedom of her cone
fidence In hi® succesa If he declded to ac-

cept & nomination.

At first the Admiral

| condemned this idea In the most emphatle
| munner, and used such language as sailors
| are often addicted to when he sald that
he would never be entrapped into making
a biankety-blank blank blank fool of hime
| #1f by getting a Presidential dbee In his
| bonnet; but his protestations have grad-
| ually grown wenker and less frequent,
! and, finally, before he started upon his re-
cent tour through the Houth, he Informed

friends that

he Intended to test public

sentiment as to his own candidacy, and
| would then declide whether he would allow
his name to be used.

Upon thelr return from Florida last

| week Mrs. Dewey told several people that
everybody they had met had urged the
Admiral to save his country by acccepting

| the Presidency;

they had been assured

all even's, and this most importan!, where | oyer and over agaln that there was no
no one can question which of our twWo | guestion of his nomination; that either

party would be glad to have him for its

candidate,

i would

and that
God dircetly upon the | ypon the scene both MeKinley and Bryan

when he appeared

I ten.

appeared.

proached. It Is

that

anti-Bryan

lutely disapp

and be forgot-

When Mrs. Dewey wns asked what tick.
et the Admiral was to run on, she replied
that it did not make much difference; that,
he beilng a HRepublican, and she a ‘Demo-
crat, it wus a standoff so far as politics
was concerned. Bhe belleved that any
| party would be giad to adopt him, and he
would be the people’'s candidate, regard-
less of the ticket upon which his mame

Some weeks ago a scout In the person
of a genial young Lleutenant was asent
out to ascertain the sentiments of Mr,
Whitney, Mr. Gorman, Mr, Hill and other
antl-Brynn Democrats concerning Admiral
Dewey as & ocandidate, and, while every-
body gave him a friendly “jolly.” so far
as can be lenrned no encouragement was
offered, chiefly because the matiler was
not regarded seriously, and the character
of the agent who made the inguiries was
not such as to command the attention of
men ke the politleal managers he ap-

now belleved, however,

Mre Dewey herself induced the
Naval office to make jaquiries among the
leadors, and that his report
encouraged her to belleve that the advent

| of the Admiral into the political fleld as
| an opponent of Bryan would Immediately
| be welcomed as a solution of the Demo-

] cratic difficulty.

| XNothing but regret Is expressed here to-
| day, both by Democrats and Republicans,
| and “what a pity” Is the most frequent

| comment,

Everybody declines to discuss
the matter seriously.

I called up on the

telephone the most prominent antl-Hryan

ment.
replied.

ing

e

he couldn’t

“l don't know anything about .

Boclalistic-Labor party.
Mr. John R. McLean, who is Mra. Dew-
ey’'s brother, and Is credited with a desire

Democrat In town and asked him what he
knew about Admiral Dewey's announce-

he

“l was simply mnken off my feat
when I read it In the papers this morn-

t do you think about it?™
“My God, 1 don’t want to think about

Said anaother wise old Democratic poll-
tician: “If Dewey had Intlmated that he
would accept & nomination as & Presiden-
tial candldate when he first arrived at
New York, it would have been an eany
thing to put him at the top of the Demo-
cratic ticket, but now,
get a nomination from the

heavens,

| for & place on the Democratic ticket with
| Colonel Bryan, would not discuss Admiral
Dewey's announcement,

“Please excuse me.” he sald. "I never

peace,” says one of the least of the blessed | discuss family matters In the newspa-

, pera,
ing all that which it creates and that, Both Admiral and Mrs, Dewey have re-
“In la sua volun- *precently expresscd Tesen townrd
tade ¢ nostra pace”! these great words President McKinley, Mr. Hanna and other
are the text on which the whole of the Republican leaders, whom they hold re-

| sponsfble in some manner far the scandal
| about the house and other ne

Kinley,

WHPADEr COm-
ment# that have appeared of late, and
only last week Mrs Dewey declared that
ghe would like to have the Admiral run
for President simply to “knock out™ Me-

Estey Organs.

Wiley B. Allen Co.

HIS “DEATH™ SAID TO HAVE BEEN
NERELY HIS ABDICATION,
How He Lived for Many Years aa &
Hermit and Did Good to Hia
Fellow-Men.

Aug. B—~Here in

phic
n a chapter entitled,
Lege.d cf tomik"™

1 have unearthed
& few additional facts which supplement
bis Inquiries. Altogether it seems worth
repeating. The Incredulous may call It
another historical hoax, and the credulous
may accept It as a contribution to Rus-
san . For myself, all I can do
is to tell the facts that appear.

This story with Emperor Alex-
ander 1 of Russia. Alexander was the son
of the eccentric Paul, who was strangled
by his Generala In the goomy pulace now
occupled as the School of Military BEngl-
neers In 8t Petersburg. The young man

austere, and the charitable rule of the
young man was welcomed with enthusi-
asm. He recalled many Biberian exiles,
abolished the secret Inguisition, re-estab-
lished the power of the Benate, foundad
the University of Kharkov and stopped
the persecution of the Jewa The country
was again opened up to forelgners and
permission to travel abroad was granted
to cltizens of Russla, The Emperor even
considered the question of the emanci-
pation of the serfs, which was not ac-
compiished for mearly & years, so far
ahead was he of the Empire. He was as
lenlent to sectariang and dlssenters as he
was 10 the Jews, and far more lenlent
than his successors, or most of them.
Bave been. A young ministry was chos-
en, and reforms began to be Introducsd
into every department of (he govern-
ment.

Then came the yeara of the Napoleonic
Wars, in which Russia was embrolled on
one side or the other until the burning
of Moscow and the destruction of the
grand army of France. In 1515 Russia was
the leading power on the Contlnent of Eu-
rope, this position chiefly due to the Influ-
ence_of the young Emperor. All at once
his characteristics began to change. He
found ingratitude for his Ifberal policles
facing him. His favorite regiment mu-
tinled. German llberalism worrled him.
He became moody, suspicious and discour-
aged, finally turning from his ideas of
liberallsm to the other extreme. Catastro-
phe, grief, piotting and discontent seemed
to surround him, and his charity and faith
in his people weakened. The Russians
had credited to the wrath of God some of
the evils that had befallen the monarch.
In Septembar, 1825, he began a journey of
inspection in the southern part of the Em-
pire, hoping at the same tlme to im-
prove his health. A few weeks later the
news came to his nation that he had died
suddenly in an obscure hut at Taganrog,
unattended except by his wife, and the
Russians considersd the “‘premature and
mysterjous death of Alexander as an-
other evidence of the wrath of God.

The Hermit of Tomsk.

Some 10 years after the sguccession of
Nicholas to the throne an oid man ap-
peared at Tomsk ae one of a band of ex-
fles just arrived from European Russia.
His offense had been vagrancy, and his
penalty had Included 20 strokes with the
“piet" In addition to the sentence of ex-
fle. He refused al] other Information as
to his past, giving hl® name as Theodore
Kusmitch, In appearance he was a tall
and commanding fgure, about 6 years of
age. Hils carriage, his manner, his con-
versation, all proved that he was a man of
no common origin, and notwithstanding
the simplicity of his life and speech it was
evident that he was highly educated.
From the first his neighbors In the vil-
lage to which he was assigned—prasants
and convicts though they were—treated
him with marked respect. They hullt &
log hut for him In that village, and there
he lived for 11 years, with bread and
water for his only food. He made occa-
slonal excursions to nelghboring viliages,
and it was his pleasurs to gather the lt-
tle children of the peasants about him and
teach them to read. A rich merchant of
Tomak, named Khromov, heard the tales
of the wvenerable hermit and went to ses
him, and after an acqualntance of several
years Invited the old man to remove to
his country estate near Tomsk, where he
lived for a time. Next the rich man be-
came so Iimpressed with the personality
of the mysterious one. who by this time
was known for hia good works through all
the country round about, that he hullt a
Httle house immediately adjolning his own
fine home In the city. induced the hermit
to come there, and In that place Kus-
mitch lved for the remalnder of his
days.

Russian Daily Paper.

To these branches of his business Mr.
Makushin adds the editing and publehing
of a dally newspaper, which has a eireu-
Iation of 408 The work of producing @
newspaper in Siberia is subject to some
trials that do not come to Ameriean ed-
ftors. One of them is that all the matter
to appear must be put In type and printed
In single columns, like “‘galiey proofs* on
long strips of paper. These are neatly
bound with braas paper fasteners, and the
resulting volume is submittcd to the cen-
sor. He holds It until he reads it, and
it all the matter is satisfactory, he places
hin official seal upon it. and the matter !s
relensed for publieation. The next day
it Is printed. The result of this system
is that each paper has to be edited and
completed one day before it Is to be Is-
sued, o the news always ls one day older
than it would need to be under the Amer!.
can system. If something of commanding
importance happens after the prospective
paper has been approved, It is rarely pos-
sible to Induce the censor to approve It
out of office hours at the expense of an
interruption of his own arrangemepts,
and the consequence is that the matter
usunlly is saved till the next day without
making the effort It Is quite as much
of an offense to omit anything that has
been approved In the certified proofs sub-
mitted as to print anything that has not
been approved. It |5 quite evident that if
omission®s were permitted without censurs
an editor who chose to do so couid change
the whole tenor of his utterances by ju-
diclously dropping poragraphs here and
there.

Tomak Is not without other publie inst’-
tutions. The opera-houss I= a much
more pretentious affalr than I expectad to
find here. with ample accommodations for
theatrical and operatic entertalnments ol
metropolitan character. The hospital s
an enormous building, adeguately
equipped. Three large prisons offer Inter-
osting subjects to the travelers who wish
to on the penal system of SI-
berin. Nearly 3 churches, of which the
splendid new Troltsa Cathedral Is the
greatest, minister to the spiritual nesds of
the people of Tomsk, and there are sald
to be % schools of all sorts In addition to
the university,

Business of Tomsk,

Business does mot hold a smaller place
because learning s In evidence In this
city. For years Tomak has been one of
the most active and prosperous commer-
cial poinis In BSiberin. Historiea’ly I
dates back to 18M, when Borls Godunof.
the Muscovite ruler, obdered It bullt at
the request of & Tartar Prince who had
submitted to him. Then it became one

of the centers from which the conguest
of Biberia was completed. From the day
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sumption ls enormous, and Iasts through-
out the year. The whole of the New South
Wales Coast ia admirably adapted for
oyater cuiture. Unlike the coasts of Great
Britain and even America, where the
temperature during the summer months

its quantity,
Wales is distributed In uniimited profus-
fon. Mr. Coghlan, the New South Wales
Government Statistician, says the estab.
Hahment of “parca”™ Ilke thoss which may
be seen along the coasts of France and
Belglum, where oyster cuiture Ils con-
ducted on rclentifie prinelples, would be
remunerntive. It Is sald that the equlp-
ment for a Sydney Harbor plenie would
e considered Incomplete without the
means of detaching oysters from the
?chl. on which they are found !n my-

“Of course, with the coming of the rall-
way across Siberia there 1s a great reduc-
tlon In the demand for vehicles for the
long trip, but Tomsk had the trade so well
established that most of the carriages of
all sorts used between tne Ural Mountains
and Lake Balkal are made here. and 1
have seen cars on every freight train plled
high with loads of wicker basket-woven
beds of telegas and other parts of the
various wheeled conveyances used in the
ecountry. The clty has suffered a great
deal by being left off the main line of the
rallway, and It is likely that other cities
will outstrip this one’In the race for popu-
latlon. But always It will be an import-
ant point, known for its commerce, as well
as It educational Institutions. The stores
are by all means the best 1 have seen in
Stberia. Grocers, d=uggists, dry gocds
merchants and othera carry stocks
goods that would be ereditable In any
country, and the stores are attractlve In
appearance and the display of goods, It
was a surprise to me to be able to buy
filma for my camara manufactured In
Rochester, N. Y., and of the same fresh-
ness as those 1 bought In London on my
way here. The same opticlan had cam-
eras for sale, too, but théy were German
imitatlons of American instruments, much
cheaper than the real ones, and by no
means as good.

River trade just now is less, because
most of that traffic has been taken by the
raflway. This condition Is not expected
to be permanent. As the country becomes
mores and more setiled, It Is certain that
the river steamers will find ample employ-
ment in carrying freight and passengers
to the outlying settlements, which are not
reached directly by the rallway, bat which
will be created and stimulated by the
opening of the line. Tomsk 18 not on the
Obl River, but on the Tom. which fows
nto the Obl but a few miles below this
city. The Tom, however, Is a large
stream, which carries large steamers with-
out difficulty, and the water front of the
clty even now offers a scene of ploturesgque
activity. TRUMEBULL WHITE,

HILL IN A TRAIN WRECK.

Exciting Experience of the Great
Northern Magnate.

BUTTE, Mont,, April 10.—President HIII,
of the Great Northern, attended by &
party of officials of his road, arrived In
the ecity today after an exciting experi-
ence. Early this moming his special traln
was ditched on the Northern Pacific track
in Sllver Bow canyon, about six mlles
west of Bllver Bow Junctlon. The engine
and baggage-car wero overturned, and.
although the members of the party were
badly shaken up, none were Injured. The
Northern Pacific sent out a speclal train,
which brought the rallroad magnate and
his friends to the city. Mr. Hill and his
party went East this afternoon. New
steel Is being Iald In the canyon where
the accldent occurred, and several ralls
had been torm up. Mr. Hil's train was
traveling at a high rate of speed, and, al-
though fMageed, the engineer could not
stop his engline in time to prevent the ac-
cldent.

The Western Rate Conference.

NEW YORK. April 0.—Commissioner
Farmer and the subcommittee appointed
to confer with passenger agents of the
Westeérn roads submitied their report of
the mecting which was held In Chicago
at a gathering of the passenger agents of
the Trunk Line Assoclation In this city
today. The matters discussed at the
Western meoting dealt chlefly with im-
migrant traffic and reduced the through
rates to St. Paul. Commissioner Farmer,
at the conclusion of today's meeting, sald
that no action had been taken as a result
of the report. As to the difficulties with
the Canadlan Paeiflc road. nothing would
be made public until certain conditions had
been submitted to some of the Western
roads.

Central Pacifie Directors.

BAN FRANCISCO, April 10—At the
stockholders’ meeting of the Central Pa-
cific Rallroad Company today the follow-
ing were slected a board of directors: W.
P, Herrin, J. C. Stubbe, J. Krutischnitt,

R. P. Schweren, J. L. Wllcutt and J. M.
Hanford.

Hay Investiganted Macrum's Charge.

WASHINGTON, April 10.—United
Etates Consul Hay, at Pretoria, has re-
sponded to the Inquiry addreased to him
by the State Department respecting Con-
sul Macrum’'s charge that the officlal
mall of the Consulate was tampered with,
Mr. Hay reports that after a careful
search he has falled to find In the files
of the Consulate the slightest evidence to
support the statement. The Consul fur-
ther reports that there Is abeolutely no
interference, 80 far as he has been able
to ascertain, with any of the official com-
munications, either telegraphic or mail,
which pass between the Department of
State and the Consulate.

Testificd Agninst Miller,
NEW YORK. April ¥.—More W
employes of Wiliam F. Milier's “Oet Rich
Quick” Syndicate testifled against him In
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his trial today, Counsel for the defendant
admitted that the amount of surplus be-
longing to depositors of the syndicate and
now invested for thelr benefit and due
them ls $L156,078. In other words, Miller's
lawyers admit that no matter how much
Interest he has pald to his depositors,
there Is JL156.078 of their money that has
never been pald. The trial was adjourned
unt!l tomorrow, when the dJdefense will
open.

ldving and Dying Huarled to Death.

CORUNNA. Spain, April 10.—While a
priest was administering the sacrament to
a dying man In the presence of his rela-
tives near here, the floer of the room
fell, and the dylng man and four others

were killed and 14 Injured.
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