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OUR GREATEST STAPLE.

The detalls of the movement of the
1699 wheat crop, as printed in yester-
day’'s Oregonian, make an exceilent
showing for Portland. The crop has
moved slowly, when the amount pro-
duced is considered, but the percent-
age of the shipments Which have
reached tidewater by way of Portland
is greater than that of a Year ago,
when there was a much freer selling
movement. As shown by the figures,
which are compiled from officlal rec-
ords at the custom-houses, the total
wheat movement from the Pacifie
Northwest for the first nine months of
the cereal year was 16,115,929 bushels,
and of this amount Portland exported
€719 per cent, compared with 3281 per
cent from Seattle and Tacoma. For
the corresponding nine months in

* 1888-89, the shipments from the same
ports were 21,588,960 bushels, of which
Portland shipped 62.5 per cent and Ta-
coma end Beattle 375 per cent. This
gain of about 6 per cent in Portland's
favor would have been greatly in-
creased had there been adequate trans-
portation faclitties for handling all of
the flour which was offering for ship-
ment to the Orient.

In actual wheat shipmentis, Portiand
handled 76.68 pér cent of all that have
been moved from the Northwest since
the season opened, compared with 624
last season, Tacoma and Seattle fall-
ing back from 37.6 per cent for the first
nine months of the season of 1808-80
to 23.32 per'cent for the correspanding
period in the current season. This ma-
terial gain of Portland's is due to the
superior advantages for selling and
handling the wheat Portland has the
finest wheat docks and warehouses ont
the Pacific Coast, and they are equipped
with the ver ’ latest iImproved machin-
ery for clecaing and preparing wheat
for shipment, enabling exporters to pay
higher pices than can be pald where
cruder mothods are employed.

That Portland will continue to hold
her own and add to her prestige is

' certein, and by another season it will
n @er be necessary to divert flour
shipments to the Orient to Puget Sound
ports, where a heavily subsidized Jap-
anese steamship line has always had
space to spare for shipments which
could mot be accommodated by the
Portland line, Wheat Is king in the
Pacific Northwest, as corn and cotton
are kings In the Middle West and
Bouth, and the amount of money placed
in circulation by the marketing of this
one commodity Is greater than that
produced by any other Industry. This
is the greatest factor Iin Portland's
commercial supremacy, and not the
least of Its merit is the fact that it
can never be wrested from us.

VICTORIA'S VISIT TO IRELAND.

The agad Queen of England's present
wisit to Ireland is the first in forty
years, When last she was in Dublin
she was accompanied by the Prince
Consort, whose death she has mourned
since December, 1561: the royal famlily
of England then consisted of nine
young children and their parents, the
group belng the pride of all loyal hearts
in the Kingdom. The Prince Consort
died soon after, and Victoria became
one of the most persistent of mourners
and disconsolate of widows. Famlily
sorrows have pursued her steadlly since
then. Her life prior to her last wisit
to Ireland was one of unbroken hap-
piness. Hers has been the common lot
of mothers—separation by death, by
marriage and by distance, from her
children.

Through it all Victoria has been a
queéen, - though for many years a sad
and seciuded one, secmingly unable,
perhaps not desiring, so selfish Is per-
sonal grief, to forget her sorrows In the
interest and for the pleasure of others.
£he had hoped to pass from this se-
clusion to her tomb, and, Indeed, had
planned to do so in the mistaken idea
that in this way she honored the mem-
ory of her husband. The affections of
her people finally wore through this
morbld reserve, and, upon the occa-
sion of her jubllee a few years ago, she
appeared, the grand central figure of
an occasion the pomp and power of
which astonished the world. Lapsing
agaln into seclusion, she was again
aroused to her sense of duty to the
empire by the war in South Africa, and
recently appeared In London, a Era-
cious, revered presence. .

Her Interest In and appreciation for
her Irish subjects have been the notable
features of this latest emergence of the
octogenarian queen from her seclusion,
The promulgation of & War Office or-
der for the Irish regiments to wear
1he shamrock on St. Patrick's Day In
eommemoration of the gallantry of
Irish soldlers in the recent batties In

South Africa, tuoched. as it was ex-
pected to do, the warm henr! f the
Irish people, as they have o besen
touched for years. Foliowing closely

upon this was the announcemnt that
the Queen had abandoned her yearly
trip to the Continent, and instead would
wisit Ireland.

The act of putting aside her personal
feclings for the sake of giving pleas-
ure 10 others will be regarded as a
most gracious one by the Queen's
subjects—firet, because she is thelr
Quean, and roysity yet holds first place
in the hearts of the British people; sec-
ond, because she Is an old woman to
whom the fatigues and discomforts of a
trip across rough water will be great;
and again, because she has sunk her
private griefs in the equally distressful
woes of her people and no longer poses

the loyal support of her sons and the
willing spirit of sacrifice in her daugh-
ters.

~FOR PRIMARY REFORM.

In afiother column is an Interview
with Mr., E4d. W. Bingham, to whose
indefatigable efforts our Australian bal-
lot and registration laws are primarily
due, in advocacy of a law for the reg-
ulation of primaries. We invite earnest
attention to Mr. Bingham's plan; not
that we believe 1t to be a final solu-
tion of the primary problem or that
we suppose he himself so regards it
but because It is of the highest import-
ance ¢hat thought and study should
be given to the need of transforming
our primary elections from a mere in-
strument of the political machine to a
living expression of publlc opinion.
Mr. Bingham's plan may be adequate,
or It may need amendment upon trial,
or it mdy even be superseded before the
Legislature by a more practical meth-
od. But it is an henest and Intelligent
effort at the solution of a pressing
problem, and until a better plan is of-
fered this one deserves the sympathy
and support of every right-minded and
intelligent citizen.

Alr, Bingham proposes that on a day
far enough in advance of election a pri-
mary be held under the suspices of the
local government, under the Australlan
ballot system. Every registered voter
will exercise his cholce as to nominees
for the wvarious offlees, and the men
recelving the most votes are thereby
constituted the party nominees, Coun-
ty and state officers are required to ean-
vass and record the votes and put the
names on the ballots to be voted for
at the general election. A law lke
this i= already working satisfactorily
in Minneapolis, and is proposed to be
extended throughout the State of Min-
nesota. In one or more Southern
states party primaries have long been
in operation. At the city of Lincoln,
Neb,, the Republican party has long
made its nominations through party
primaries. The plan works well. Vot-
ers take an interest in the primaries
and turn out, because they know thal
“they are actually exercising the pmw-.l-t
ostensibly given them, and not merely
registering the will of the party man-
agers.

This is a causs that appeals to the
judgment and consclence of every hon-
est and Intelligent citizen., A primary
should not be a melee, neither should
it be a mere plece of formallsm de-
signed simply to register the will of
four or five party managers. When we
have primaries that will enable the
voters to pelect the best candidates,
we shall have well-attended primaries,
we shall have good men put up for
office, and the “sacks™ will disappear
from our political campalgns. Now
the only cholce the voter hus is the
privilege of choosing to réebuke the Re-
publican machine or elge to rebuke the
Democratic machine. At primaries
conducted under the Australian ballot
and the registry law the voter can ex-
ercise the power to which he s enti-
tled both at the primaries and at the
succeeding  election. We shall have
popular government Instead of govern-
ment by party machines. It ig a reform
needed nowhere worse than in Oregon.

RUSSIA'S RAILWAY OCCUPATION OF
ASIAL

The anncuncement that the Sultan
has ylelded in all essential particulars
to Russian demands respecting rallway
concessions in Asla Minor means that
Turkey {8 denied by Russia any share
in the construction, ownership and con-
trol of raliroads In her own territory.
If Great Britain or France or Germany
should demand an exclusive right of

lroad construction In any portion of
the territory of the United States,
Americans would think all modern Eu-
rope was ruled by bedlamites. And yet
Turkey Is a country of large military
strength that could put an army of
800,000 to 1,000,000 soldiers into the field;
a well-appolnted army, furnished with
modern magezine rifies and cannon; an
army whose artillery has been brought
to o high standard of excellence by Ger-
man officers. When Turkey stood off
Russia in the campalgn of Plevpa in
1877, she had a brave army; but |t did
not compare In military training and
efficiency with the army that in recent
years quickly crushed Greece. The Bul-
tan's surrender to Russia’s demands is
probably due to the fact that Germany
is disposed to let Russin work her wlil,
Germany will not help Russia while
Great Britain’s whole army avallable
for forelgn service s fully occupled
with the war agalnst the Bouth African
Republics.

Russia has anticlpated all the other
great powers of Europe In making the
most of every opportunity to extend her
rallway system over Asla. Russia has
unbroken rallway connection between
Moscow and Baku, on the Casplan Sea,
and today her Armenian raliroad is be-
ing surveyed from Batoum on to Trebi-
zond and along the shores of the Black
Sea to Constantinople, within easy pro-
tection of her fleet. With this rallroad
completed, Russia, using the fortress of
Batum ss a sea base, will be sure at
no distant day to reach out her military
and naval hand and capture Constan-
tinople, unless Germany should Inter-
fere 1o prevent L. Germany has se-
cured & concession to bulld & raliroad
from Konich to the Perslan Guilf, at
the mouth of the BEuphrates. This,
when completed, would give a through
raliway line from FParis to Bassora,
and, with the completion of the rail-
way now bullding from Belrut, on the
Mediterranean, to TUrfu, OGermany
would not need to force the Darda-
nelles In order to enter Turkey as &n
enemy. It Is quite possible that Ger-
many and Austria and Russia may st
no very distant day agree to divide
Turkey, even as Austria, Russia and
Prussin in the | century executed
the partition of land.

In Persia, too, Russia Is preparing to
extend the ever-increasing web of her
raliway advance, so that Bt, Petersburg
and Teheran will soon be connected by
rails. From Teheran one branch of
this projected Russian ratlway will be
extended to the Persian Guif, while the
other will proceed edstward to a con-
nection with the Trans-Casplan Rall-
way at Herat. Russia means to get
control of the Dardanelies. She means

a8 a solitary mourner, whose grief, as

| to establish & naval base on the Per-

before many years at Kandahar and

ten days' journey
time of peace this would be a great
advantage to England, but in time of
war she would have to send her troops
to India by water, while Russia would
have an all-rall route from St. Peters-
burg to the frontier of Indla,

The Trans-Siberian system Is now
buifit to Stryetensk, on the Amur
River, while the Chinese Eastern Rall-
way proceeds to Viadivostoek, with
branches to Port Arthur and Peking.
Russia contemplates a direct line from
Lake Balkal through Mongolia, a Rus-
slanized province, to Peking. If Rus-
sla can keep out of war long enough
to complete all her projected railways,
she will easily control the fate'of near-
ly all Asla, Today apparently Russia
is in Turkey as the tacit ratiway ally
of ‘Germany, and to this Is due prob-]
ably the extraordinary concesalons
granted bj Turkey.

MANUFACTURING MORALITY BY
STATUTE.

There are persons with a mania for
reform, who are always, in season and
out of season, “as busy as & bee In a
tar bucket.” They are when sincere
generally persons whose souls are peri-
odically subject to hysterjeal exclite-
ment and epasms of moral agitation
because the world is reputed to be
greatly given over to the flesh and the
devilL, These reformatory paranolacs
are always seeking to stamp out vice
with a etatute, and are always trying
to root out by law eviis that have never
yielded to anything but the enlarged
and enlarging gospel of human experi-
ence, intelligence, spiritual culture and
restraint. No law or enforcement of
law can prevent gambling, or extirpate
alecholic Intemperance and the soclal
evil, In the lith century the magis-
trates of a great city of France under-
took to stamp out the soclal evil by
drowning 5§00 women of the toewn In the
Seine., The modern paranolac prohibl-
tionist would today approve an edlet
ordering the drowning Iin the Willam-
ette of all the keepers of drinking sa-
loons If he thought it had any chance
of legal execution; for his philosophy of
soclal reform Is not & whit leas absurd
than that of the medieval French mag-
istrates, who attempted literally to
drown out the social evil. The social
reform paranoclacs do not seem to com-
prehend that while the heart of man
remalns unregenerate under religion It
cannot be conguered and changed by
statute.

Mrs, Margaret Dye Ellls, who Is urg-
ing the passage of the new antl-can-
teen law by Congress, seems to belleve
that legal prohibitlon at Army posts,
which turns soidlers over o tippling
places and dives without Army posts,
will secure increased sobriety. The
leading officers of the Army who have
llved with soldiers for forty years
founded the canteen to obtain increased
sobriety, and testify with substantial
unanimity that it has more than real-
Ized thelr highest hopes and predic-
tions. This testimony counts for noth-
ing with this woman, who Is sincerely
unable to understand that, while tem-
perance lg a cause, prohibition is only
cne of several theoretical methods to
abate the evils of Intemperance. She is
clearly one of those good people who
are always dodging the healthful doc-
trine of Individual responsibility for
<vil and folly and transferring the bur-
den and the blame to the saloon, the
gambling-house, the wine and the
women. That is, extirpate temptation
and secure & salnt; extinguish folly and
all our fools will perforce become wise
men. In this Utopla the erring hrother
would not lust after anything but right-
eousness, because there wouldn't be
anything else to lust after. The poor,
erring brother's occupation would be
gone, because in this woman's Utopla
there would be no opportunity to grat-
iIfy evil aspirations. There would be
no gross material temptations. A life
of mechanical moral peace would be
forced on the erring brother, because
in this Utopia everybody would be ab-
solutely cut off from all access to
deviltry.

Men who cannot stay sober axcept on
the condition that nobody wiil ever sell
them liquor when they can pay for It
are beyond legal ald, for, outslde of a
prison, a hospital or an Inebriate asy-
lum, the man who caunot stay sober so
long as he has the price of & drink Is as
hopeless of reform as a sheep-killing
dog who cannot reform until the world
stops keepilng sheep. Such creatures
need to be bottled up, the bottle tight-
ly corked and hermetically sealed
And this, we suppose, would be virtue,
this man an anwilling angel in apite
of himself. As well pretend that you
can change a licn's or a tiger's heart

ki claws,

This false philosophy of soclal reform
is responsible for the perniclous doo-
trine that the road to reformation lies,
not through the conquest of self-indul-
gence by self-restraint; not through the
stern insistence of Individual respon-
sibility for evil hablts, but through the
prohibition and sbolishment of the
temptations to which the man disin-
genuously ascribes his fall. Every man
In law is held to responsibility for his
own personal acts, and this legal doe-
trine rests on sound moral justice, It
is lJaw that ought to be part of the
sane lemperance reformer's gospel. Not
to hold men to this doctrine of Individ-
ual responsibility and the certainty of
social retribution and ruin for fallure
to work out their own salvation, would
be to create & civilization that would
not stand for men but for & whimpering
world of pouting, pleading chiidren.

UNACCOUNTABLE INJUSTICE.

The Scattle Post-Intelligencer has an
interesting and nstructive grievance.
A recent press dispatceh from Portland,
sent oul over the country, Is sald to
have stated that 14,000 people have en-
guged passage “from Pacific Coast
ports to Cape Nome.” This dispatch
the Post-Intelllgencer characterizes as
“intended to mislead,” because “some-
thing has intentionally been left un-
said.” What Is it that has thus inten-
tionally and with malice been left un-
said? Why, simply that nearly all these
people will safl from Seattle, or If they
don't they ought to, and that Seattle
is really the only town on earth whence
a man can depart for Alasks,

We trust no one will accuse the Se-
attle paper of intentional unfairness In

by extracting his teeth and cutting off |

tle. This is not an Intentlonal or con-
sclous act of absurdity or gulle. Se-
attle fs honest about it. It really thinks
that all outside King County, Waah-
ington, to the farthest bounds of the
known universe, iz negligible and quite
irrelevant. If a man ‘in Portland or
San Francisco, therefore, passes the
time of day with his nelghbor or eslls
his dog in off the neighbor's cat with-
out parenthetically that Be-
attle i only place that ever hap-
pened, he must expect the Post-Intelll-
gencer to rise up against him at the
judgment day and fasten Lhe Infamous
falsehood upon his soul.

We have established the general prin-
ciple in this matter, but the particular
case In question cannot be classified un-
tll some evidence of so unusual a elr-
cumstance is submitted. If any plece
of news originatng at Portland appears
in Eastern papers otherwise than un-
der a Seattle or Tacoma dateline, the
phenomenon cannot too scon be brought
to the attention of collectors of rare
curiosities. The Item should be cut
out, framed In gold and deposited In
the archives of the Oregon Historieal
Soctety,

Governor Steunenberg, of Idaho, has
completely discomfitted Lentz and Sul-
ser, movers of the Coeur d'Alene In-
quiry. He has shown that his course
was necessary, In order to break up
a criminal conspiracy, under which
murder and destruction of property had
conticued during seven years; and,
moreover, that his course had and still
has the approval of all the law-ablding
people of the district, who even yet ask
the Government not to remove the
troops. Governor Steunenberg, himself
a trades-unlon man, turned a corner
very neatly on the agitators the other
day, when his attention was called to
the bad bread which had beer served
in the “Bull Pen." Upon one count af-
ter another the Governor had met the
charges made against that hostelry,
but when It came to this bread, over
which the high-minded Mr, Lentz ex-
hibited so much concern, the Governor
acknowledged thet it was very bad,
“You see,” he went on to say, “the min-
ers’ union forbade the bakeries to sell
any bread to the state commissariat,
and so we had to set up a bakery of
our own with poor equipment and am-
ateur workers. 1 know the bread was
poor.”

Representative Grosvenor, of Ohlo,
makes an attempt to reconsiruct the.
argument for the ship-bounty biil
Throughout, his effort Is epeclous and
misieading. The main object Is not to
essist the domestic producer to & mar-
ket, but to put money, drawn from all
the people of the country, Into the pock-
ets of shipbullders, The Indlanapolls
Journal, one of the old stand-by Re-
pubilcan newspapers of the country,
sdys:

Al a time when every sillpyard In the country
hap more orders than it can fill, the Journal
wors Do pressing call for a abipping aubsidy.

The miilions to e given in bounties
wilt go to enrich stili mere men who
are already rich, The pretense that
we cannot compete with ferelgn coun-
tries in shipbuilding 18 sufficiently an-
swered by tho fact, which every one
knows to be true, that our builders are
constructing warships for foreign coun-
tries, The people of the United Stafes
are not dispesed to submit 10 additional
taxatlon for such purposes.

There are those who still Insist that
the United States should Intervene be-
tween the belligerents in the South Af-
rican War. How Intervene? Intima-
tion alrendy has been gilven that the
United States would act as intermedl-
ary or arbltrator, If Its services were
degired. What more can be done?
Declaration of war agninst Great Brit-
aln would be the only further resource.
Are we prepared for that? If not, we
may £s well mind our own business.
For, whatever we may say, or any
other natlon may say, Greaqt Britain
is golng on with this affair in her own
way and to the end upon which she Is
determined, jJust as we should do Iif we
were engnged in any similar confilet.
President MeKinley has his limitations,
but he isn't a fool. But If a fool were
President of the United States and
should be Intrusive In this affair, the
country would get 2 notice to mind its
own business that it wouldn't be
proud of.

The u’!y fact that gives everybody
pause is the certainty that the Demo-
cratie National platform of 1900 will
be as Populistic as that of 15% was,
with all the tendencies to anarchistie
soclallsm that the platform of 1898 con-
tained, and perhaps more, It will con-
taln’ an attack agaln on the money
standard, and moreover a declaration
for removal of the Natlonal flag from
the Islands we have received from
Spaln. Can all the faults and errors of
Republican policy match these?

The Senate splits with laughter when
Pettus taunts Gallinger with quoting
parts of a Supreme Court declsion, In-
stead of reproducing the whole decis-
fon. The ldea that discussion of prece-
dents Invariably requires quotation of
the full opinion of the courts is about
on a par with the tenets of anti-lmpe.
rialism genmeraily. That is, there Is no
sense In It and no honesty in its advo-
cacy. Pettus knows better and the
Senate knows better. The only thing
to laugh at ia the Senate’s idiocy.

It is, of course, scandalous that Im-
proper motives should be ascribed to
advocates of free trade for Puerto Rico,
but when Spesker Henderson writes
letters broadeast branding the inde-
pendent Sepators as cowards and ai-
tributing their actions to the influence
of “corporate Interests,” it is all right
That is high-minded and honorable.

Mr. Pennoyer has a substratum of
good sense. He sees that Mr. Bryan
talks too much for his own good, and
that his greatest enemy Is his own
fatal faciiity of speech,

" Lord Roberts is moving from Bloem-
fonteln towards Kroonstad, The dis
tance is 137 miles. From Kroonstad te
Pretoria it ia 163 miles, directly on.

Boston Herald.

The fact that John H. Reagan, of Texas,
s sl living, !s called to mind by the an-
nouncement that in his advanced age he Is
to write out for publication his recollec-
tions of what he has seen in public Hie
He had a remarkably varied expetrience
there, Mr. Reagan was a member of
the Natlonal Congress when the Civil War
broke out. He went into the rebellion to

A Ve

a man who takes pains to In-
form himseif about the foundailon bellefs
of anti-imperialism and forthwith changes
his mind disgraces himself and becomes a
moral outeast. The Indispensable quallfl-
cation of an anti-imperiallst Is his abllity
to defy time and change. He must shut
all his windows agains the of
knowledge, and be ever on his guard
agalnst the Insddlous assaults of Informa-
tion, which might come In a tract, in the
lstter of a returned traveler, or In a re-
port of & General. Hence, any man who
falls to denounce the Ameriean soldiers
in the Philippines and makes no mention
of the saint-llke meekness and deathless
enthusiasm for llberty of Aguinaido s In-
stantly Dblackiisted as a person to be
shunned.

This misfortune has overtaken Bilshop
Potter. Hls recent observations concern-
Ing our work and our duty In the Phillp-
pines have set the anti-Imperialist caldron
te bolilng furlously and much scum of
Wbuse rises to the top. The Hishop's as-
sertion that the standard of conduct
among our soldlers out there was very
high gave deeper offense than anything
¢lge he has rald aince his return from Ma-
nila. The Atkimsonians have Insisted that
our troops are wallowing in Innocent blcod
and Jedauchery. They become very un-
happy when evidence to the contrary is
adduced. The statement that the Fillipl-
nos are incapable of maintaining a stabla
government of their own they denounce
as a coarse slander, appareantly on the
ground that the Bishop does not submit
effidavits that he persopally examined
every native of the tslands before mak-
Ing up his mind. The results of his care-
ful observation and laquiries on the spot
wlill never convince American Agulnal-
dista, who, 1o be sure, have never visited
the Philippines, but who have been toid
hy Atkinson and Winalow that the Fill-
pinos -are slmply the wisest and most
peaceable people on earth.

There s evidently a good deal of anx-
lety as to the effect of Bishop Fotter's
profligate behavior In abandon:ing the ant!-
Imperialints.  One sad Deing who writes
to the Evenlng Post says, “Episcopailans
have Indeed recelved a shock,” but not
hav'ng wholly abandoned hope, he con-
tinues: “It will be well, and cause for
thankfulness, |f many oersons do nol he-
come Infidels owing to the unchristian
conduet of profesrors of religion and of
ministers of the Gompel”™ -

On the whole 1t would appégr that no
event since the triumph of our land and
#ea forces In the war with Spaln has so
deeply d'sgusted the anti-lmperialists as
the Highop's avowal that he has suc-
cumbed lo the light of knowledge and rea-
gon and become n supportsr of the poliey
of maintain!ng order in the Philippines,

BEECAUSE IT IS RIGHT.

Strong Statement by the Leadlng
Republican Journnl of Indiana.
Indianapolis Journal
The statement whick has been made In
Washirgton that the Journal has In any
manner changed Its attliude toward the
Puerto Ricau tarlff bil l=  false and
those whoe made such a Etatement know
it wns faise when they mude it. Those
who have read the Journal from day to
day at home know that there has been
no change In s attdtude concerning that
mossure. The Journal belleves that the
President was right when he declarad
in his message In December that 1t was
our “plain duty” to give the Puerto Ri-
cans free trade with the United Siates
Al that time the Journal approved Lhe
free-trade policy between its recently ac-
quired islands and the United Siates be-
cause It seemed to be the right thing to-
do, and It has yet to see the first reason
to cause any one to change this opinlon,
withough nall that has been sald on the
other side hns been considered
It is hoped that Republicans In Congreas
will come to understand that It is beiter
to accept the general Republiean opinion
in the Northwest, as expressed by the
papers, than to pars a blll which violates
the promise made by General Mlles tos
the Puerto Ricans and ostablishes the
hateful theory that one portion of the
people who are under the soversignty
of the United States shall receive dif-
ferent treatment in our tariff laws from
that which s estabilshed for the res. of
the country. Here It may be added that,
whatever may be the actlon of Con-
gress, the Journal will hold the views it
has expressed, because |t belleves them 10
be right,

Our Hallronds Are Safer.
New York Sun.

One effect of the more general use of
uniform sigrals has been the steady re-
duction of the number of falalities on
American raflroads, the total number of
which Is now constdorably less than it
was W years ago, though In the mean-
time rallroad travel has increased enor-
mousaly. The total number of passengers
carried on American ralirdads In a year
Is not far from 6000000, and the pum-
ber of fatnlities to passengers averages
less than 250, or less than 1-3000 of 1 per
cant. While the number of passengers
carried !s Increasing, the number of acci-
dents 1s dimint=hing In consequence of tha
fact that while some rallroad accldents
appear 1o be absolutely unavoldable, seri-
ous accldents entalling the wrecking of
trulns and wholesale disasters are very
much less frequent than formerly.

The adoption and malntenince of &
complete system of rallroad signals en-
talls a conslderable expense upon rallroad
companies, but it 1s much more than made
up by the advantages atiained, which in-
clude greater security In travel, a high
rate of i for pa r traing, 4
much-diminished dauger of track obstruc-
tion and a practical diminution in the
number and succeas of sults brought for
damages. The work of making travel safe
on Amertcan rallroads is golng ahend
even faster than ls the work of raliroad
bullding, actfvely resumed since 1897

The Hepublican Revolt.

Bpringfield Republican.

The Senate Republican harmony commit-
tee !s unable to report progress after a
week or more of effort, and will disband.
The majority party ls evidently as far at
sea as ever In the Puerto Rico muddle.
Both of the Congressional factions are ob-
durate. Compromise plans lie around as
thiek as leaves. Senator Davis has a new
one. Other Benators have one or more,
new amd old. None of them are satisfac-
tory, for the reason, apparently, that plain
duty doesa mnol admit of compromise.
Meantime the storm of Republican protest
from the West exhibitse no sign of abate-
ment. Representative Crumpacker, of In-
dlana, one of the five Republicans who
voted agalnst the tariff bill in the House,
wia glven an ovation by his conatituents
in a b'g mass meeting on Saturday. The
Portland (Or.) Chamber of Commerce Has
commended Senator Simon for his ex-
pressed opposition to the blll. A Republl-
can judge 'n lowa reports that In all theg
countles where he hao been holding court
he has met but one Republican who sus-
tains the tarlff Congressmen. The editor
of the stoutest Administration ex n
organ in Chicago, In alarm over the situ-
ation, hastens to W and ex-

Paviy

this matter, for It Is slacere. No loyal

cabinet. His bdook. If adequately written, | another Chicago administration organ, the
should an inner history of the ex- | personal friend of the President, writes
mg:'n-c_qtmmﬂm that “the situation ls ominous of dleaster
ment of rare value. His public life 44 |to the Rspublicans who have betrayed the
not end there. He was at his home in [confidence of their constitvents™
Trucuau l&mh&nm and :
st whs " THE COEUR ALENE CRIMES,
after its control passed again Into Demo- I!_'__
g-mmm:m,mnnmvutg Proper Answer to the Principal
tes senit once more Bryan Newspa Nebrasks
Whashington. Mr. Reagan ssrved some ..uu::;ﬂ.:um
years In Congress st this period of hie | gpeaking of the invemigntion which is
life, but, being old and pook, resigned bis | yoing on of the Coeur d'Alens troudle, the
seat lnter to mcept a lucrative state offics | £ 08 M0 Lol A aerme. ts exceed
in Texas. It fs doubtful If any man now | . o0 "0 hony o justity orim. st
“I '“"” | f‘“l':“‘c:t"‘l""lm A ““‘I & | 1t looks as though 1t would rewult mn.‘:n
falrs more Democratic votes, and says:

NOTE AND COMMENT."

The fool-killer took & day off yesterday.

The rult of “Cyclone” Davis' visit was
borne by the Democratic comvention Sate
urday.

If McKinley has his sar to the ground
thess days, Hanna must have insulated
the ground.

It looks as If the Mlkado would have to
postporie his bear hunt until the gama
comes his way.

Hanna's unquestionsd ability es a4 cams
paign manager is direcled just now In the
interests of Bryan.

A native Filipino bdand ls going to tour
the United States. The wily Aguinaldo is
beginning to adopt effective tactics.

It is said that there are 90,000 feehlos
minded persons in the United States
Eryan has already figured on them.

Personal.—Mr. Weary Wraggles left yea=
terday over the O. R, & N. for a Sum=
mer's pedestrian tour (o Eastern Orwmg. ’

When Oom Paul I_Dolte of a price ﬂnlt
1d stagger humanity, he must have

i
:

and & murder committed by an
organized band of incendlaries and mur-
derera. If he knows anythlng, he knows

of about $1000,000 wortn of property, and
tecause of the triumph achleved on that
day, those scoundrels had changed the
date of calebration from the Fourth of
July to the iith of July. He knows that
they had driven innocent men out of that
eountry on a few hours’ notice. He knows
that they had murdered other niem; that
they were there as enemies of the stale
and of the country; there for the purposs
of establishing a relgn of anarchy and
chaos, because all of this ls of record,
Bui the World-Herald, in lts desire to
make capital for the oncoming eampaligm,
s willlng to treat those deviis as mariyrs,
and to assall the President of the United
States because, on the requisition of the
Governor of Idalo, he had placed some
compmnies of soidlers under the direction
of that Governor for the purpose of re-
storing onder and protecting property.
The most discouraging feature of the par-
tisan presa of this country Is that it is in
the hands of & great many men who are
entirely willing to pervest the truth, to
laud murderers, to abuse law-nbiding men,
tf behind it there is & hope of gutlling sGme
rufflan votea

The Madness at Washington.
Chicago Record.
Washington—Sepator Falrbanks told the
Republican caucus that Indlana would
go Democratic if Congress did .noet give
free trude to Puerto Rico. Mason sald
the same of Illinols; Simon of Oregon,
Senator Welllngton of Muryiand and Da-
vis of Minnesota all declared that the
electoral vote of Minnesota and the enilrs
Northwomt, at least four Republienn Con-
gressmen and the Republican majority in
the House of Representatives, would be
lost If the 15 per cemt tarift bill passed
by (he House should become a law. Bur-
rows admitied that Michigan wae in doubt;
Kyle warned the Republicans that they
could not expect to carry elther of the Da-

kotas,

Duty” on Eloguence,
Baltimore Sun.

Of the *“deep damnation™ of this shut-
ting up the mouth of Indiana's oratorical

“Plaln

Lachinvar, It B almest Impoxsible to
write with moderation, He was so young
and falr and gifted that he deserved a

better fate. Hut under an imperial ad-
ministration, free trade In eloquence Is as
helpless s free trade with Puerto Rico.
No orster who cannoi sing the old songs

until & great property hud been |

expected to get pald In Kentucky bourbon,

Maude Adams i3 going to have a gold
statve of herself made. This will be the
heaviest character in which she has evep
been cast.

Having investfigated everything clee In
sight, Pettigrew would better turn his ate
tention to investigating his chances for ros
election.

A Boston paper says that General Lew
Wallace has at !ast Ben Hur'd from. E
Atkinson will do we!l to do a little reforme
ing near home.

A Boston poet announces that he can
write six sonnets a day, The Boston pube
lie, however, has made no guamntse of
its ablity to read them.

It is sald that Bryan was worn out when
he made his speech at YTakima. The cone
ditlon of his hearers was evidently beyond
the descriptive powers of the correspond-
ent,

“What was it made Charley o wild after
dinper?™

“Oh, he criticimedd the ealad dressiog
made by his wife, and told her she had no
Judgment, and she fust looked him over
erftically from hend to foot and told him

oh:e waa just beginn!ng to realize 1™

The father of severnl grown-up sons at-
tenided church yesterday and listened to &
digcourse on the prodignl son. Wken
asked what he thought of the sermon, he
sald It was all right, but the trouble with
prodignl sons in Orexgon is that they are
not satlafied with the fatted calf. They
want the whole farm.

Queen Victoria starts on a visit to Iree
land today. It is nnnounced that her visit
will extend over about two weeks, Great
preparations have beon made at Dublin
to receive her, and there s no question
as to the popular dellght that will bs
manifested at her presence on Irish soll,
In connection with this visit, It will ine
terest moany to learn that since the Nor-
man Conquest only six other English SBov-
ercigns have been In Ireland. Henry IT
went to Ireland In 1172 and remained till
tho next year, John way In Ireland in 1710,
After the lapse of nearly two centuries an.
other Engllsh monarch, Richard 11, vis-
ited Ireland in 1384, and nzain in 1399, For
nearty M0 years subsequently Ireland was
unvisited by any Enxlish Kilng till 168§,

will be allowed to warble new tunes unless

The agony Mr. Beveridge endured when
the edict went. forth from the White
House was indescribable and enough to
muke Sirong men weep.

The United States Mints.

Chicago Chroniele.

There s only one mint—that is in Phiio.
delphia. The present branch mints are In
New Orleans and San Franecisco. Be-
fore the war there were branch
mints at Charlotte, N, C. Dahlonega,
N. C.; Now Orleans and Ban Fran-
clsco, and during the war minta were
started at Carson City, Nev., and Duallea
Ccity, Or. The mintsat Chariotte and Dah-
lonega stopped work in 181, the mint at
Carson City closed In 1885, and that at
Dalles City In 1573,

Preas Practienlly Unannimous.

Manchester (N. H.) Mirror and American.
There ls now and then a Republican
paper owned or controlled by a Congresa-
man which flops from tariff to free trade
and from free trude to turiff as itx master
deems ad\'l.mble.’ but the party press,
which speaks the judgment and consclence
of the country, l= practically ununimous
againet the act of perfidy and dishonor
which Is contemplated by the House bill
for & tarlff on Puerto Rlco, Wil Sena-
tors reresent the people or the BSugar
and Tobacco trusts?

Adverse Sentiment Growling,

Waterbury (Conn.) Ameriean.
The Providence Journal has been can-
vassing the situatlon and finds that “there
Is spparently not a newspaper in the New
England Btates that ls defending the Re-
publican attempt to burden Hitle Fuerto
Rico with a tariff on trade with the rest
of the United Stiates.” And yet New
England has been regarded as the friend-

llest part of the country to a tarifl,

This ix Fundamental Trath.,
Philadelphia Record.

The Republlean party, sirlve as it may
agulnst the tlde, must either abandon
protection or abandon expansion. The
two policlea are Incompatible. In the
endenvor to reconclle individual greed with
national growth, the pany 8 making it
self the mock of the world.

Explnnations Not Satisfactory.
Minneapolls Journal, Rep.

Five of the Minnesota Representatives
voted clearly against the wishes of thelr
constituents In the matter of the Puerio
Rican tariff, and thelr votes give no more
patisfaction now than they did when they
wera cast. Thelr explunations have not
satisfied their constituenis.

The Man With the Kodalk.
Indianapolls Sun.

O what & great dIff rence in history,

What a rich abeclution from mysiery,

We moderns would know

Of evenls long ago.

if only & man with a kodak had been

At the following events, just to sssp-shot ihe
EoEne

When the Hed Sea was divided,

When the bald-bbad man derided

Called out bears to eat the children;

When the brasen merpent bealed them.
When the Gorgon's head congealed them,
When Horatio held the croming;

When §t. Patrick drove the scakes out,
(There are many jusk such fakes out),
When young Jeanne 4'Are led the army;
When old Barb’ra Frietchle dare® them
Shoot her gray hairs, and they spared them—
When King Arthur'a knights st ring-style;
When Columbus sruck our borders
Bearing Ismbella’s orders,

When the Pligrim Fathers landed—

O if some good man with a kodak had been
On hand with his dinky to ploture the scene,
© what & very great diff rence in history(

resses himself vigorously over the situa-
:uuumum The sditor of |

What & full absciution from Jnosiery)|

they are composed by the administratlon '
and approved by the censor, Mr. Hanna, |

when James 11 arrived In Ireland, from
which he was expel’ed hy Willlam 11T in
16W). Then, after the lapse of 130 yenrs,
royalty eame to Ireland In the person of
George IV, whose visit la=ted from Au-
gust 5 to Beptembaer & 1821, The Quern has
on three other occasions pald short visits
to Ireland—from August 6§ tii]l August 10,
1840; from August 29 til] September 3, 18503
and from August 21 till. August 29, 1881,
The Queen, with the sole exception of
Richard TT, who was In Ireland twice, I8
the only Engllsh monarch who has pald
more than one visit to that country.

A communleation published Saturday
eomplaing of the dirty condition of the
atrents of Portland, ow!ne to “the swesp-

ingx of stores, had eggs, Jdead rats, refuse
gausage, weshings of cuspldors ete.,
belng thrown into the gutters. The writer
of this communiention, “"Observer,” Asks,

“Why s this permitted?” and goes on to
gay that In many citles there (s o Jaw, and
it != enforced, requiring sweceplrgs= and
other refuse mentloned to be placed In
barrels or boxes on the outer olge of the
sidewalk, the cleaning
colleciing the same between 7 and § A M.,
and the storeckeepers Immediately there-
after removing the receptacles to the rear
of their premises. concluden
by suggesting that “If our City Council
would pass an oniinanee of this charneter,
and the pollce that sald ordinance
was enforesd, our streeis woull be'In a
more henlthy comlition.” He might have
pugkested thag If storelecepers and othera
would cease violating the law by throwlng
refuse Into the streets, the nuisance com-
plained of would not exist. There is and
has been In effect for years & city ordl
rance making it an offense to throw, de-
posddt or sweep Into or upon any street,
eldewalk or footpath of the Clty of Port-
land any paper or other subsianes what-
ever, except snow or the dirt resulting
from travel, and a penalty Is provided for
Infraction of this law by fine of from
ts 850 I Is. however, one thing to make
laws, and another thing to get them en-
forced. “Observer,” llke most people who
undertake to find fault with tha existing
condition of things, overrhoots the mark
and makes out the condition of the strests
to be much worse than It really s, and 1t
{s bad enough. The paved stresats are
swept clean every night, amd rubblsh is
swept Into them every morning in viola-
tlon of the law. If “Obeerver” will makae
compiainte to the police In regard to vio-
Iations of the law, he may accomplitsh
some good, but suggesting the enactment
of laws which have been In force, i not
enforced, for years subserves no useful

purpose.

ety department

“Ohserver”

]

The Game of Life.
Bt. Louls Pret-Dispateh.
Life's u game of polier, euchre,
Hearts or cribbage—what you wilk
Lite'e a game of love amd lucre,
And the loser's chance s nil”

For a while on bedn of romes,
We may lie, If luck abide,
But If fickle chance appoees,
Where's the power can turn the tide?

Men may stase their all and win It]
Action ls their only creed

Life's o game, and thome who're 1o I
Find the betiing flerce, !ndeed.

Up today and down tomorrow!
Speculation rules us all;

Laughing row. combaling sorrow,
Later on—we rise or fall!

Every day's a new beginning,
But though men may do and dare,
Honors heaplng. wagers winning,
Women's gime 1= mlltalivg,




