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FOR THE HEPUBLICANY CONVENTION

The Republican State Convention of
Oregon will not be held tll after the
tUme appointed for the vote in the Ben-
mte on the Puerto Rico bill If the
vonvention came earller it would un-
doubtedly pass a resolution expressing
wpposition to the bill. After the bill
Jasses the Benate it will go to the
House for concurrence; but this no
woubt will be had immediately. Even
then, to clear the party ln Oregon of
This blunder, it would be well for the
State Convention to express disap-
proval of the measure, through an em-
@hatic resolution, :

This FPuerto Rican measure is felt by
our whole people to be not only errone-
wus as o matter of commercial policy,
but full of injustice to Puerto Rico;
and, moreover, since 1t 18 intended as
& precedent for the Phillppine Islands,
it especially eonfiicts with the interests
and wishes of our Pacific States, with
their expectations of commerce and
with the welfare of the FPhilippines,

A few days ago the House of Repre-
sentatives of the Legislature of Iowa,
& stute where the Republicans have
overwhslming ascendency, adopted a
Fesolution which declares that “the peo-
ple 5 lowa are unalterably opposed to
the establishment of any tariff dutles
between the United States and any ter-
ritory acquired as a result of the Epan-
fsh-American war,” where the people
have “accepted the soversignty of the
T'uited States without resistance.”
This was intended specially for Puerto
Rico, for the exception wounld exclude
thore paris of the Phillppines which
are making resistance to the United
States: but, of course, upen suppression
of the insurrection and submission of
the people there, the same rule would
Bppiy.

The 1epublican Convention of
Oregon should call for free commereial
intercouree with the Philippine Islands,
to be had just as soom as the military
conditivns will allow iIt. The Repub-
lican party in the Pacific States will
puffer, If It do not put itself right on
this most important question. The ac-
then of Congress In the case of Puerto
Itieo & a deplorable error. It goes
Anninst the country's sense of Jjustice
n= what & due the people of
Puerto Rico, who welcomed the flag and
juytuilly accepied the sovereignty of the
T'nlted States; and It will stand as an
economic error, to obstruoct the legiti-
mate results of Natlonsal expeansion, in
all places where the flag of Spain has
recently been superseded by that of the
Utited States

Btlate
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HEFURM, TRUE AND FALSE.

The experience of thirteen years has
proved Lhat the inlerstate commerce
Inw &g not stringent enough to correct
wbures that gre constantly arislng in
transcontinental transportation. An
incident that (lHustrates the weakness
of the law Is the change made last
January in freight classifications by
which rates were advanced from b to 36
yer cent on several hundred articles of
general merchandise. Senate bill 1459,
which has the approval of the Inter-
gtate Commerce Commission and the
indorsement of a number of BEastern
trade organizations, proposed to
sirengihen the law by prohibiting rall-
rords from charging more for a short
haul than for a long haul, requiring
publication of tariffs by carrers, and
forvidding any change in them on iess
than sixty days notice, and empower-
fng the commission to establish and
maintain a classification of freight
which shall be uniform throughout the
United States.

In resviutions approving theése pro-
posed amendments, the directors of the
Chicagy Board of Trade declared that
*“no combination of capital, whether in
the hands of individuals, firms or cor-
porations, iz dangerous to the public
welfare uniess the partles controlling
such capital are given an undue advan-
tage, by means of railroad rates or spe-
cial transportation facilities which are
denied to thelr competitors and the
general public.” This is a sweeping
jJustification of trusts that publie sen-
timent will not follow, but it containsg
& grain of truth. It is the concessions
grented by railropds—freight discrim-
inations is the proper name for them—
that enable large Eastern manufactur-
ers and jobbers to invade Pacific Coast
territory and undersell our home man-
ulacturers and jobbers, if not destroy
thelr trade. There are many lines in
which Chicago, St Louls and other
Middls West cities could not, but for
thess discrimirstions, compete with
Fortland, Beattie and San Francisco
west of the Rocky Mountalns. It is the
unfalmess of the transcontinental rall-
roads that gives Middle West dealers
entry into this territory, reduces the
profits of our own dealers, and makes
extensive manufacturing development
glow, If not impossible.

The effect of rate discrimlnations in
the bullding up and perpetuating of
trusis and monopolles was explained

by Charies A, Prouty, a member of the

Interstate Commerce Commission, in
testimony recently glven before the
Industrianl Commisslon. He declared
that frelght discriminations are the
most potent factor in the establishment
fnd continuance of great combinations
of capital st the present time. “It may
be doubted,” he sald, “if a single one

pf those monopolies which have fas-

tened themselves upon the country in
recent years oould have done so in the
face of nbsolute equality of the freight
rate. I do not now speak of the epl-
demle of combination which has swept
over the business world in the last

eighteen months, but of those so-
called trusts In the essentials of life
Strip these great combinations of all
participation In and dominion over the
freight rate, and you take from them
the most lmportant advantage which
they possess.” Along with this must
be kept In mind the extremely narrow
margin upon Which business is now
transacted. If one miller ¢an dellver
his flour &t 2 cents per bundred pounds
cheaper than a competing miller, he
grinds at & profit while his competitor
does bursiness for nothing. A oconces-
ston of I cents per ton in the freight
rate on conl determines absolutely wha
=hall and who shall not handle the
product of a partioular mine or & par-
ticular locality. This is true of other
commoditiens.

Readjustment of transcontinental
freights so as to stop discriminsations
would go a long way towards ending
disastrous Eastern competition In this
section. But the Pacific Coast cities
should see to it that the Interstate
Commerce Commission is mot vested
with power to establish graded rates
or do away with carload differentials,
which would be more harmful under
existing conditions than Eastern com-
petition,

WHY THE PEOPFLE ARE AROUSED.

Advocates of tariff taxation on Puerto
Rican products coming into the United
States and on American products go-
ing into Puerto Rico offer no adequate
excuse for their course. It Is held out
in a general way that this action is im-
perative on the ground of party pollcy;
but this ls no excuse in & matter of so
great moral siguificance. It is sald to
be thought that the people will in due
time come around to protection again;
but of this there is no evidence, for
popular indignation geems rather on the
{ncresse than otherwise, so that Repub-
lican members of Congress are beoom-
ing restive and bitter under the In-
oreasing pressure, and those who have
taken pains to Inform themselves as o
the state of public sentiment are learn-
ing that when it comes to an issue be-
tween the Protected Interests and falr
treatment of the dependencies, there
will be very little patience with these
glant corporations which still seek to
pose as helpless Infant Industries.
Some have the temerity to claim for
themselves a desire to “help” Puerto
Rico, which need decelve no one, for if
that were their sincere purpose there
would be no need of all the circumlo-
cution of tarifs and donations, when
free trade will soive the problem at
once,

It Is a pleasure to turn from these
wily subterfuges of politicians to a
plaln presentation of the simple facts
regarding Puerto Rico's needs In an
economic sense, and our Natlional duty
toward her. Before the politiclans got
their hands on the wunhappy Uttle
island, our United States Consul In
Puerto Rico, Mr, Phillp C. Hanna, made
& report to the Government, which sets
out in unpretentious but eloguent lan-
guage the true condition of affalrs. His
siralghtforward utterances give a
stinging rebuke to the hypoceritical
course of the majority in Congress. “I
am thoroughly convinced,” writes Mr.
Hanna, "that the tariff question is the
nll-important question in this group of
ieinnds. Puerto Rico can never become
progperous until she can buy bread for
her people without paying enormous
revenue dutles for the privilege of
bringing that bread into the isiand. It
soems reasongble to me as an Ameri-
oenn that the people of this newly
adopted country should be allowed to0
purchase the products of the United
States and land them on thelr own
shores without paying tributs to any
government whatever. I belleve the
island should have nabsolute free
trade with all parts of the United
Stntes.”

My, Hanna points out that a great
deal may depend on our treatment of
the Puerto Ricans. They have halled
us as their deliverers, They look upon
the title of American citizen as the
proudesti title in the world. They want
to be ane of us. Shall we recelve them
in a spirit worthy of this faith In us,
or shall we rebuff them with eruel in-
Justice? Such faults as they have, he
says, can be and will be corrected if
they are treated justiy.and genercusly,
instead of belng robbed, corrupled and
otherwise maltreated, as they have
been under the administration of Spalin.
They are not, he pleads, a bad people.
“Remove from them the terrible temp-
tation produced by enforced hunger
and nakedness; give to these people an
opportunity to earn an honest Uving;
teach them that toil i honorable; build
for them factories Instead of fors:
teach them to handie tools Instead of
bayonets, and we sghall produce upon
themn a moral effect which the Span-
fards failed to produce, and make of
them s people whom we shall not be
ashamed to recognize as fellow-citizens
of our grand Republic.”

I members of Congress are really In
doubl as to the source of the universal
condemnation of thelr course in this
matter, and are really desirous of find-
ing out that source, they can find It In
Consul Hanna's report. *In  other
words,” he says, “free trade between
the United States and Puerto Rico
is= = moral guestion. It is practieal
religion, and our people ean never
supply the missing link in the mornl
sduention and religions tralning
of this people, without giving them
an opportunity (o earn a llving, and
without treating them as we (reat
other Americans. I see no more justice
In compelling Puerto Ricans (o pay for
the privilege of landing American
bread on Puerto Rican shores than I do
in compelling the people of Massachu-
setis to pay for bringing lowa wheat or
lowa pork Inio the State of Massachu-
setts. The only difference ls that the
people of Massachusetts are more capa-
ble of paying such duties at the pres-
ent time than are the poor people of
Puerto Rico. Our 0,000,000 of people
have complalned of the unjust burdens
placed by Spain upon her subjects in
these lslands during all the years of
the past, and now it is the opportunity
of our people to prove that Americans
are better than Spaniards.™

There is the kernel of it. Justice to
Puerto Rico is a "moral question.” And
if our Republican politiciang are 100
small-souled to realige from their own
consciousness what a moral Questjop
means to the Amegican people, let them
refresh thelr memories with the conflict
over slavery, let them remember the
rebuke administered by Democrats In
1896 to the proposal that this Natlgn
should dishonor its filnancial obliga-
tions,

Colonel Bryan asks: ““What will you
do with the £000,000 of Fllipinos who
are unfit to become cltizens of the
United States and to participate In the
Covernment ™ Very llkely they will
have to be dealt with as Colonel Bry-

|an’s political supporters deal with the

negroes in the Bouthern States—that Is
1o say, denied the right of partieipation
in the Government; or, i allowed to
participate at all, only in very limited
degree. Colonel Bryan, who justifies
that sort of thing in the case of eight
mill‘'ons of opegroes In cur Bouthern
States, shouldn't worry about the prob-
lem in its application to the “inferior™
races in the Philippine Islands,

THE ARMY HORSE,

The value of good care of cavalry and
transport anlmals has been demon-
strated In the later developments of the
South African War, The success of
Lord Roberta is attributabie, in consld-
erable degree, to the exoellence of the
mounts {n the cavalry under his com-
mand. The thorough work of the Brit-
ish horse Is the more remarkable when
the distance the animals must be

transported by water and land to the

seat of war is considered. The arrival
of horses and pack mules In such con-
dition that they are able, er a ghort
rest, to take Lhe field, highly
for the skill and watchfulness of the
veterinarians in charge of the trans-
port snimale

The Britlsh system s In sharp con-
trast to our own method in the late war
with Spaln, During the timme WwWhen
troops and supplies were being hur-
ried to the points of rendesvous in the
South, thousands of horses were bought
for the Army. These were massed In
corrals at the several camps, where,
owing in part to heat and unsanitary
conditions, but. prinecipally to unskilled
attendance, the death mate was high
and large numbers of the remaining
animals were rendered unfit for service.
A Government officlal asserts that dur-
ing the month of May, 1588, between
5000 and 10,000 horses were confined in
the corrals at Tamps, Fla, with not
one veterinarian to attend them; that
glanders, foot-rot and other diseascs
became epldemiec, and ran their course
without &ven the simplest efforts 1o
prevent the spread of disease; that the
sick were not separated from the well,
and nosebags and water palls were used
indiscriminately; that treatment of
wounds and allments was of the crud-
est descripuion imeginabile.

The resson for this folly and neglect
is found in the fact that our Army has
no organized corps of veterinarians to
care for the health of the Army horse.
The United States stands alone among
the civilized powers In this respect. In
England, France and Germany, veler-
inary corps of high efliclency hold as
absolute comtrol over matters pertalin-
ing to the health of thelr horses as our
Army surgeons hoid In regard to the
heaith of our men. Several American
universities—Harvard, Columbia, Penn-
sylvanla, McGill, and many smaller col-
leges—are gradusting men yearly from
thelr veterinary departments, who are
Atted by thelr education as sanitarians,
sclentists and doctors of wveterinary
medicine, to undertake this work. The
Burcau of Animal Industry of the De-
partment of Agriculture, composed en-
tirely of graduate veterinarians, en-
gaged Ip sclentific Investigation of ani-
mal diseases and exercising control gver
the lvestock interests of the country,
has demonstrated the value to the pub-
e of placing the control of these mat-
ters in hands best sulted by training,
education and experience tc carry on
the work

Veterinarians employed In the Army
st the present time are hired as civil-
lans. They have no authority that the
stable hand is bound to respect. AD
officer, of whatever grade, can counter-
mend the instructions of the veterinary
surgecn. He is consldered the inferior
soclally to all officers, He must salute
all officers with the salute of a pri-
vate. He 18 poorly pald, recelving no
more than an ordinary clerk. Under
these conditions, the Government can-
not expect men of high attalnments to
enter the service. The need of early
organization of a corps of veterinariane
on lines In accordance with their
standing as professional men, with offi-
clal rank and authority to enforce their
orders In the treatment of disease
among Army animals wunder their
charge, |s manifest.

In recognition of this need of the
United States Army, and with an In-
stinet of economy, Senator Kenny has
proposed an amendment to the Army
epprapriation B, which provides for
the establishment of & velerinary corps
in the Army. Many of the higher offi-
cers of the Army, Including General
Miles, have expressed the opinion that
prompt establishment of such a corps
Is desirable almost to the pelnt of ne-
cessity, The corps would mean no ad-
ditional cost to the Government, but
the present method of incompetent and
unorganized civilian service would be
replaced by an organiged service, whose
competency would be secured by proper
examinations. At present the sound-
ness of horses bought for the Govern-
ment, their shoeing, the quality of thelr
forage, thelr care and hygiene In cor.
rals and transports, are left to the
chance personal Interest of the officer
In charge of them. Under the new
measure the animals would have the
attention of tralned men, who are to be
held responsible for them. The Army
has several milllons of dollars invested
in animals, and on thelr care and con-
dition rests very largely the effliciency
of the fleld artillery, the cavalry, the
transportation of the Qualtermaster's
Department, and the safety and suc-
cess of our soldiers. The fact is patent
that Army animais should be In charge
of veterinary surgeons of authority and
responsibility.

LORD ROBERTS ADVANCE,

Lord Roberts Is doubtiess on the eve
of another important forward move-
ment with his whole army. The with-
drawal of General Methuen from War-
renton Is significant indication that his
presence ot that point had no more
serious purpose than to distract the at-
tention of the Boers. The fact that
Lord Roberts has never sent any
large, well-appointed force to the relief
of Mafeking indicates that he expects
to relieve Mafeking effectively through
his forward movement.

The late bousting of President Kru-
ger 1t is safe to consider the whistling
of a boy &as he passes through & grave-
yard. If Kruger Ils unbroken in mind,
he knows that his army cannot resist
the advance of Lord Roberis, which
cannot but result In the Boers being
driven to retreat not only from the Or-
ange Free State, but from Natal. Gen-
eral Buller's army, which will agiin
become an operative force In the cam-
palgn, I8 reported to be not less than
40,000 strong, an army strong enough
to force the Boer lines or turn thelr
position In the Bigghrsberg range.
With 10000 men pressing thelr right
and center, and 40000 assauiting their
ieft In Natal, the Boers cannot make
long resistance, for they have not men
enough to defend this long line. They

will be compelled to let go somewhers,
If they let go in Natal General Buller
can cross the Buffalo River into the
Transvaal, and, thus turning the posl-
tion of Laing's Nek, he could threaten
both the rallway leading from Natal
to Pretoria and the line from Delagoa
Bay to the capital,

If the Boers let go In front of
Roberts and decide not to make a
ous stand, south of the V
they will soon be driven back to
toria, for Buller's army could press
left of this new line and Lord Robe
is strong enough to turn the right of
The Boer right once turned, their cen-
ter would have to be retired, Laing's
Nek would be evacuated, and the last
decent line of regular defense, with
Pretorie as Its strategic center, would
have to be taken up.

It 1z doubtful, however, If the Trans-
vaal Boers will fight to the last dlitch
It is reported that Kruger's influence
is waning, and there has always been
A strong feeling agalnst the war, even
among the Transvasl burghers. Presi-
dent Kruger i{s “‘putting up a good
bluff” In his recent interviews and
proclamations, but from the standpolnt
of military judgment his final defeat
{s not far distant.

Mr. Bryan !s- “doing” the Pacific
Northwest States, He (s making many
speeches, but Is getting small attention,
The reason 18 that he s not a thinker.
His speech is chafl. Nothing he 1= say-
ing or ever has sald will be remem-
bered. His speeches will have no place
in the history of our literature or
statesmanship. Who will be guaoting
Mr, Bryan fifty years hence, or who
excepl the speclal student of our poll-
tics will know that he ever existed?
He i contributing nothing to the sum
of human knowledge. All that he says
Is merely superficial, and only darkens
counsel. He has ready and easy gpéech,
but never goes to the bottom of any~
thing, and what he says is not for prop-
agation of “truth that llves to perish
never,” but Is utiered merely for the
temporary Interests or purpeses of per-
sonal and party politics. Men of
sound thought and rational purpose
are not with him. He presents nothing
that appeals to them. They see noth-
ing In him but multifarious superfl-
clality. This is the country's estimate
of Mr, Bryan,

So determined, it s sald, are the
Boers not to submit to British rule that
they will abandon thelr lands, and,
with all of their movable possessions,
trek agaln Into native territory, selze
new lands and agaln set up the stand-
ard of lUberty as they understand that
term. The folly of yielding to a splrit
of deflance which ¢an only bring suffer-
Ing, hardship and loss upon them as &
people, without any distinet gain [n
liberty beyond the empty name, must
be apparent to all practical pecple. The
bravery and patriotism of these people
have been agailn and again demon-
strated. Further trekking is not neces-
sary to add to their character for hero-
lsm, and can only militate against thelir
commen senee, and perhaps feed thelr
vanity and stubbornness. And, speak-
ing of “invaders of thelr soli” and a
“hated race,” what relation will they
bear to the land that they propose to
take and the people whom they intend
to dispossess?

The Island of 8t. Helena, which has
come Into prominence as a place of
confinement for British prisoners of
war, Hlea In the South Atlantie, 1280
mlles from the western const of Africa,
afd 8N miles from Ascension Island,
the nearest land. Isolated, a lonely
Island In a wide waste of waters, In
Napoleon's time, It has been brought
by modern marine construction and
machinery In touch, practically speak-
ing, with the rest of the world. The
earth has mow, In facl, no |sclated or
distant places that touch the sea. Bt
Helena is isclated only upon the maps
and in the thoughi that goes back In
sympathy to the perlod.of Napoleon's
capiivily In the second decade of the
century.

While the Btate of New York Is con-
sidering a $60,000,000 tmprovement of
the Erie Canal, a private ‘syndicate s
sald to be muaturing plans for a $50,-
000,000 ship canal to connect New York
Harbot and Newark Bay. This canal
would be 200 feet wide, 30 fest deep at
low water, and § miles jong, and
would give 16 miles of additional water
front to thé shipping facllitles of the
port. In connection with the Erle Ca-
nal improvement, this, it s predicted,
wounid establiah beyond succesaful com-
petition the commercial supremacy of
New York on the Atlantic seaboard for
all time to come.

A statoe of herole size, of the navi-
gator Alvarez de Cabral, who was
driven by a tempest upon the Brazillan
const 300 years ago, will be unvelled
with Impesing ceremonies, in Bahla, on
the 3d of May. While his landing upon
the undiscovered coast was In the na-
ture of compulsion rather than cholce,
the fact Lhat the man was brave or he
would not bave been beating about in
unknown waters in the unwieldy craft
of those timeés entitles him to remem-
brance, done In bronsze,

There I8 & touch in this, from the
Loulsville Couriéer-Journal, which no
person wWho has a sense of sarcastic
humor will fail to appreciate:

Creker's bull pup Persimmons was viclently
aesmulted xt the dog show Wednoesday by a
blamted British tull pup cailed Ivil Rusic 4t
ought to be & race between Mason and Sulger
as to who ghall Oret get a resolution of sym-
pathy beftire Congress

When has there been so weak a fot of
Senators and Representiatives in Con-
gress? Not since the days when num-
bers got on thelr knees before the Slave
Power, ns these now get on thelr knees
before the Protected Grafters,

ird Murder aod Millinery.
Phlladelphia Telegraph,

The anpouncement that contracts have
been made In Delaware for the len of
$008 birds that are to be killed for millin-
ery use In New York ls a bad piece of
news. The slaughter of the birds for this
purpose is contlnued, notwithstanding the
protest agalnst it for the reason of s
crueity and on account of the material In-
jury doéne by the reckiess removal of the
most effective agents in the destruction
of insects that pre§ upon vegeiation. The
Delaware contrapt for this bind sacrifice,
that is to serve no other end than the
profit of the milliners, and the gratifica-
tion of female vanity, is made to appear
the mote abhorrent by its Including in its
ruthless and bloody stipulation such mem-
bers of the feathered tribe as bluebirds
and meadow larks, besides other birds less
charming but equally entitled to protection
for thalr insectivorous usefulness.

This bhas grown to be an evil of seri-
ous charmcter. It threatens not only to
deprive us of the delight which the sing-
ing bhinds afford all right-hearted people,
but aiso to exterminate man‘s most use-

' costs ocly $900,000 a year.

“THE HISTORY OF A CRIME.™

Origin the Perfidy Toward
FPuerto Riece.
Chicago Record.
Washington.—Bereno E. of
New York, chairman of the committes of

and has been in office nlmost con

since he was graduated from the Umniver-
sity of Rochester and was andmitied to the
bar In 1886, He la new serving his eighth
term in Congress

Mr. Payne sarted out all right on the
Puerto Mican business, He lncroduced &
bdil to carry out the Presidenois recom-
mendations for free irade, and wrote an
open letter, In which he gave a series
of unanswerabie arguments in favor of
fts passage. In this letter he declared
that every obllgation of the United States
toward the people of Puerto Rico required
free trade; that It s not only right, but
expedient; that there is no danger o
the protected Indusirles of this country,
snd thpt o one could expect legisiation
for Puertp Rico to be used as & prece-
dent for the Philippines. A more con-
vinclng statement than that written by
Mr. Payne for the Informatien of the
people of his district in favor of frea
trade with Puerto Rico, on January M
last, could scarcely be prepared.

A few days later Mr. Oxnard, of Ne-
bruska, met some tobacco-growers from
Connectiont, and told them that they
would be serfously injured flannclally it
we had free trade In Puerto Rico, or
words to that effect. The tobseco men
were alarmed, and with Mr. Oxnard they
wont 1o explain matters to Mr. Rus-
sell, the Republican Representative from
Connecticut, who 1 a member of the com-
mittee on ways and means. By that time
Oxnard and the tobacco men had con-
tloded that all tobacco-growers In the
country would vote the Damocratie ticket
if the Payne bill for free trade with Puer-
to Rico were passed, and they [rightened
Mr. Russell Into that hellef, He went with
them to Senators Platt and Hawley, of
that state, to whom the story Wwas re-
pented. By that time Connecticut had
gone Democratic in thelr iImagination, had
determined the next Preaidential election,
had defeated MeKinley and elected Bryan,
and the whole country was on the verge of
ruin; the Dingley tariff was repealed, a
free-allver law had been enacted, all tha
workshops of the country had been closed,
the eapltailsts were ruined and the work-
ingmen from ome end of the country ta
the other were starving because of cheap
Malay competition,

This terrible bughear was Immediately
rushed Into the residence of Mark Hanna,
who at once howed his face o the ground
and began to inake vows llke n Buddhist
sinner. The party then agreed to meet In
the room of the committes on ways and
means at the Capltol, where Rapresenta-
tives PPayne. Dalzell, Hopkins, Dolliver
and other members of the committes were
neariy frightened out of thelr wits by the
calamity which hung over the Republl-
can party and the country. That after-
noon Senator Platt wrote and Introduced
a bill providing that 80 per cent of the
Dingley tarif rates should be imposed
upon the products of Puerto Rico. Mr
Oxnard was fearful lest that was no!
enough to save the country. Mr. Payne
Mr. Dalzell and Mr. Russell tock the Ml
to the War Department, where Becretary
Root remonstrated with them, and final-
Iy induced them to out It down to 35 per
cent, and it was Introduced that way
That s the history of the most disas-
trous plece of legislation the Republl.
cans have undertaken for many a year,

A REPRESENTATIVE'S DEFENSE.

The Pretenses of a Member From 11~
nols Exnmined.
Chicago Inter Ocean, Rep.

Caongressman A. J. Ropkinsg has In the
Kendall County Record a letter Imended
to Justify his vote for the Oxnard tariff.
This letter Is too diffuse to be reproduced
in full, but main points mnry be consid-
ered briefly. Mr, Hopkins says:

The people are oo poar (o Imposs apos them
the Internal revenue and war taxes that the
people of New Mexico, Arisona and this country
have 0 pay.

The wvalue of Puerto Rico's taxabls
property Is from §100,000,000 to FAS0 000000,
and the laland has no debt, Here is am-
ple basis for credit. Puerto Rico has al-
ways pald Its own bilis, and when our rule
began had $1,500000 surplus in ls treas.
ury., In 1572 It emanclpated 3V00) slgves
at a cost of $12.000.004 all pald from Us
own revenues, [t had a 10 per cent prefer-
entinl tariff, and under laws already en-
acted would have had aosclule fres trade
with Bpain after July 1, 158 had the ls-
land not been taken by the United Siates

The action of the principal planters and
merchants of Puerto Rico on March 12 af-
fords refutation of Mr. Hopkins' statement
that they cannot pay our internal taxes.
They petitioned Coogress forinternal tnxes
Instead of the Oxnurd tariff. They showed
that such taxes on rum, clgars amd cigar-
ettes, with llcenses and dutles on im-
ports from foreign countries, would pro-
duce a revenue of $12462000 a year. They
pointed out that ordinary administration
In view of the
distress in the i1sland. they suggesisd that
Congress reduce internal taxes two-thinds
and permit them to lssue $2.000.000 In § per
cent honds for publi; Improvements. In-
terest and sinking fund for thess bonads
would be $150,000 & year. Thus expenses
would be but T, a year, sgainst In-
come of one-thinrd of §2,35.09% Internal rev-
enue, or §750.000, plus £200.00 from customs,
or a total of ¥S0000. Hut whether Con-
gress cut down Internal taxes or not,
they preferred them to the Oxnard tariff.
In objecting to the tariff, they said: *It
wonld lay an embargo on our commerce.
1t would lock up our products here, We
can never become financlally independent
1f forced to trede solely among our-
aelves.” .

Mr. Hopkins also refers to the necessity
for “immediate action,’” adding that
“Governor General Davis says he necda
$2.000.008 for the current year” “Im-
mediate aotion”™ has been. taken In the
20000 approprintion bill already passed
by the House and Benate. Besldes, we
have the declarstion of General Davis,
Commissioner Carroll and every other of-
fictal who has studied Puerio Rican con-
ditiona on the tsland, that the qulcksast
way to make the people of FPuerto-Rilco
prosperous and selif-supporting I8 1o glve
them free trade with the United Siates,

Mr. Hopking' constituents might well
ask him to explain further what has be-
eome of our promises to be, not “gpen-
erous,” but just, Where are our pledges
of "equal blestings and immunities,™ one
flag, and one destiny, and a fag that
“does not mean one thing hers and an-
other In Puerto Rico”? Where has “‘our
plain duty" gone? And if Mr. Hopkirs
cannot explaln, let the people ask Mr.
Oxnard

John Ruskin,

Blackwood's Magazine,

The moral patnologist of tha future will
have much 1o say of the parasites of the
19tk century. A long chapter will be de-
voled to that well-known varleiy, the
Giludstonian Toady (assentator locuples),
and the cross-references (o it In the Index
will be place and peerage. But space will,
nevertheless be found to do justice to the
idiceyncrasy of the Toady of Robert
Browning. and of the Toady of John Rus-
kin.

His erudition gets the better of him:
muoch learning hath turned his brain .

. In the middle of a discussion on some
problem of political economy, he Interrupts
us by a long-winded and whoily fantasti-
eal commentary on some plaln-salling pas-
sage in Shakespeare. . ., . Desirous of

for “trimmings"” and fine writing. The
ference between the two men !s the purely

clal one, that Didérot Hkes one kind
of anecdote and “trimmings,” md Mr
Ruskin likes another, Diderot writes like
a good-natured, easy-golng, fres-living
man with high anfmal spirita and a bound-
less capacity for physical enjoyment. Me.
Ruskin 's a sort of Puritan Prosrustes
He curtalls or extends the corpus vile of
painting or sculpture to serve his own
turn.

His fineo passages, If tolerably numers
ous, are nelther long nor consecutlve,
Sahares of inmufferable pedantry ile be-
tween them. Yet the basts is worth tak-
ing some trouble to reach. He haw
enriched English prose with new cndeénces
of extraonl'mary beauty. and that by a
deft manipulation of the notes he has
prrduced the most strange and moving
effects can scarcely be denled by the mast
bigoted devotee of the older—and for com-
mon purposes better—achool of writing.
He 8 par excellence, the master of the
purple patch,

Charlen 1 as a Martyr.
Thepdore Hoosevell In Beribner's
Any man who hig ever had amything to
do with the Infliction of the deaith pen-
gity, or, Indeed, with any form of pun-
Ishment,” knows that there are sentimental
belnge so constituted that thelr sympathles
are always most keenly aroused on behsif
of the offencler who pays the penaity for
& doed of pecullar atrocity. The explana-
tion probably & that the more consplou-
ous the crime, the more thelr attentlon ls
srrestad, and the more acuts thel manl-
festations of sympathy become. At the
time when the great bulk of clvilized man-
kind believed In the right of a king, not
merely lo rule, but to oppress, the action
mtruck horror throughout Europe. BEwven
republican Holland was stirred to condem-
nation, and as the king was the symbol
of the state, and as custom dies hard,
gencrations passed during which the great
majorky of good and loyal, but not par-
ticularly far-sighted or deep-thinking
men, spoke with Intense sympathy of
Charies, and with the most sincese horror
of the regloldes, especlally Cromwell. This
feeling was most patural then. It may
be admitted 1o be natural in certaln Eng-
Iishmen even at the present day, Dut
what shall we say of Americans who now
take the same view; who erect stalned-
glass windows In a Philadelphin church
1o the memory of the “"Royal Martyr,”
or In New York, or Boston hold absurd

festivals in his pralee?

No Gentlemen In French Fletlon,

George McLean Harper in March Allamtie.

There is scarcely a man in French fle-
tion, let nlone a gentleman. Outdoor e,
physical danger and prowess, the Joy ot
muscular effort and victory over things.
the glory of seif-comtrol, the lntoxication
of fres movement and npature's lerrivle
and fascinating sport—aill (hese are In-
finitely better and more coplously rendered
by Gogol and Tolstol, by flelding, Scott
and Stevenson, than by any Frenocnman,
for Dumas Is unnatural and Lot siily,
Nor, apart from the description of sexunl
emotions, and apart from Balsac, has
Frenoh llterature a master of soclal syn-
thesia to compare with Jane Austen,
Thackeray, or Trollope, or with Turgeniefl.
And for novels of peyenological analysls,
with the same exceptions, there s nn
French dviner of the hesart ke Haw-
thorne and George Ellot; for Stendhal s
dreary, and Bourget choosea to lkmit his
Nne powers to studying the outworn and
woarisome questions of lliclt love. Balzae
nlons of the French novellsts Is great In
a world-wide sense; but the traveler
through the city of his creation needs &
clcerone 1o gave ilme

As a “Mother Conatry.”

Phlladelphia Manufacturer.

The situation seams to De something ltkn
this: We say to Puerto Rico: “You can
buy anything you want In the United
States; In faet, you must buy of us. Butl
if you have got anything to sell, we
don't want It, We have got snough siuff
at home,  Go and peddle It out to Eng
land, Germany, France or Spaln” We
have heard of mother countries, Uk«
France and Spuin, which force thelr col-
onles to buy everything In the motherland
We never henrd of any mother country
which forced the colonles to sell all thelr
goods outside the motherland.

No Use for Him,
Waahington Star.
*“No,” said the practical politician, “we
don't want him figuring in the campaign.’
“But he ls exceedingly well-informed.”
“1 doubt I1t. He has put in all his time
studying the tariff and finance nnd the
United Btates Constitution. He doesn't
know anything about polltica™

The Poet's Great Prodaction,
Baltimore American.
Visitor—What s Barkem, the great poet,

working so hard at?

Editor—He is writing the explanation of
how he happeaed to write the poer: he
will write tomarrow.

The Modern Stage.
New York Weekly.

Modern Actor—1 can't play in that plece
The role does not fit me.

01d-Time Manuger—] thought you wers
an actor?

Modern Actor—No, only & star.

CHmnax of Bitterness,
Cleveland Pladn Dealer.
*The rival Governors of Kentucky me!
in Loulsville the other day.'
“Stifl bitter. eh™"
“Bitterer. Actually drank alone™

Magic of a Name,
Chicngo Record.
*"What's that ugly, yellowish-brown
thing you have on, Dorethy T
“Uzly? This s my new khaki coat.”
“It Is? Oh, how lovely!"
High Standard Attained.
Philadeiphla Record,
Sillfcus—When would sou say
man has acquired true greatness?
Cynlcus—When he deserves his
opinion of himseif.

Millennial of the Sausage.
Cleveland Flain Dealer.
There's duncing on the aunny meads
That amile along the Hhine,
There'a yodilng o'er the hubhling beads
That erown the foaming stein:
The kellner's board s dented
By the pawter's sundy blow—
For saumage was lnvented |
A thousand years ago.

that a

own

The graceful malchenp Lrip and trip
To sound of rippling futes,
The old men deoply aip and slp
As grave s anclent mutes;
The fraus all sigh contented
As wins and music Sow—
For sausags wes {nvented
A thousand yearw ago.

From where the Mamile flowsth fuln,

NOTE AND COMMENT

If Aguinaido wants to April fool General
Otis, ho should sbhow a lttle fight

The advanced Sn_rmsbmm.b
vanced woman: it refuses to back down.

Rudyard Kipling :;nld substitute eus-
pense in all the towns In Natal thaw
have been relleved.

—

Now Is the time for Colonel Baden-
Powell to make good on some of thosa too
previous threats he made at the Boema

Seattie’'s mortal l:;br of the plague s
more for the peaple who may come therg
than for the ones who are already there

You can sell & popuinr novel to some of
the people all of the time, and to all of the
people some of the time; but not to all of
the people all of the time.

If the Demoecratie Central Committes
lsn't careful, that convention ls likely to
kick over the traces and nominate a Come
stable or something today.

General Sir George White, who come
manded the garrison at Ladysmith during
the slege of the town, salled for Englacd
on Wednoxiay. He o still a #ick man.
All his staff save two have Joined General
Robery's staff.

Grant Duff tells of Lady Wlillam Rus-
sell’'a putting up with her harum-scarum
eon's habit of keeplng snakes about the
house. Did she not find it very disagreeo=
able? “Oh, very; but 1 lke dear Odo @
have bome ties"™

Lord Russell of Killowen (when .Sls
Charles Russell) was once examining &
witness. The question was about tho sise
of certain hoof-prints ieft by a horse ‘n
sandy soll. *“How large were the printa?™
asked the learmed counsel. *““Were they
as large as my hgnd?' holding up hie
hand for the witneas to see. "Oh, no*
sald the witnesa, honestly: It was just an
grdinary hoof.” Then Sir Charles had
to suspend the examination while every-
body laughed.

According to records of the Adjutant.
Goneral’'s office, the number of deatha
which have occurred In the Army In the
Philippine Islands, between June 38, 1598
when the Army first landed In those isi-
ands, to February 17, 190, are as followwm:
Kilied in action and died of wounds re-
eelvad In action, 41 officess and 451 men,
A total of 5M; dled of disease, 34 officern
and %7 men, a total of 1001; total num-
ber of deaths, & officers and 140 men;
grand total, 1635

A number of stortes from the notebook of
Bishop Walshasn How have been appear-
ing in the Sunday Magaalne. When he
first went to be rector of Whittington, In .
186!, anything leaning towards innovatlon,
any elaboration of the service sanctioned
by custom, was sure to arouse a storm of
protest. As an instance, Bishop How re-
lates that s Wellington paper, coms=
menting severely on ths supposed ritual-
istle practices at Welsh Hampton, apoke
of the viear s ‘pecticing the most une
biushing celibacy.” ™

Queen Vietoria did a very graceful thing
just before Lady Roberts salled for the
Cape. For she sent her the Victorla Cross
that had been awirded to the Iate Llen-
tenant Roberts for his gallant attempt to
eave the guns at Colenso, where ha re-
ceived the wounds to which he subwe-
quently succeumbed. The Queen accom-
panied the Insignla by an autograph note,
in which she said that as the young hero's
death had prevented her from fastening
them herself upon his breast, no hands but
her own had touched It in laying it In the
ease in which ahe dispatched it to the be-
reaved mothaer,

Ex-Governor Frank M. Brown, of Mary-
Innd, told some political friends in New
York Clty the other day how sectional
fecling s dying away In the South., He
sald:
“There still is, and there will be for a
long time to come *the man who is "un-
reconstructed’ and whose spirit is so well
deseribed In a poem that recently went the
rounds of the press. One verse was as
fallows:
*“1 followed “ole Marse Robert fo° years er
nlgh about,

Got wo in five places and starved at
¥ Loakout ;

I cotehied the rheumatism a-sleepin’ in the
amicw,

But I kilied a lot ¢° Yankees an’ T'd Uke to
kil some mo®.*

“One of thess ‘unreconstructeds' ao the
story gnes, saw a wooden-legged TUnlon
veteran who had lost an arm, a nose, and
an ear, begging for alms in Washington
recently, and stopped to contamplate him.

* ‘You get them wounds fightin’ agin the
Bouth? he asked.

1 did,” was the answer.
through the war'

“*The Southerner drew a dollar from his
pocket and put It In the ha Snid he: ‘I
fought all through the war on the other
slde, an' you're the first Yankes son-of-
a-gun that I ever sdw carved up just to
sult my tasta’

“You know theie must be some of that
spirit left, and will pe till all the SBouth-
erners who lost everything In the war
have died. But the war with Spain did
a great deal to breuk down the lines be-
tween the sectiona The manner ln which
the North tried 1o steal Flizhugh Lee and
General Joe Wheeler and make Yankeeg
of them amuscd the Southerners, and
helped the return of complete good feel-
inz, because it showed how frankly and
fully the North was willing to accept
Southern lemders and bow far It had for-
gotten old sores.”

Bryan I comin® fere.
Things will be hummin® bere,
punh wiil be out,

‘1 fought all

They Il all be s-stierin’ about.

Gin'ral Klilifeather, he
Doean't know whether he
Ought to parade with the push on that day;
Pecnoyer 18 out of I,
There lmm't no doubl of it;
Davis and him will keep out of the way,
But thelr places are flled by Judge Thomas
riay.
Are filled by Judge Thoemas O'Day.

Ha will be proud of them,
All the whole crowd of them,
When at the depot he sees them arrayed,
Hearw them a-cheerin’ him,
Seea them g-mtearin’ him
Right through 16e jam to the gorgecus parada,
Composed of the falthiful, the still undismayed,
Composed of the still undismayed.

Bands will be playin’ then,
Marshals sshayin' then,
As the word s pessed’ up, and the march I8
begrut;
And Bryan will speak to them,
Otlly and slesk to them,
With a word hers and there about sixtesn t3
one,
And a roast of expanasion before ke is doos,
Of the thingw that sxpansion bhas dope.

When at the dianer he
Says be's a winner, he
mm:mtmhmhnuhmwhh
[ s
And msik» in a bresay way,
A oool and an sasy way,
What Oregon gave for him four

YPATR RED,
4 And they tell bim, he'll lkely exclalm, *18

that soT*
He'll say ir dagust, “Is that eof™




