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THE LEGISLATION AT LAST.
It has required the effort of twenty-
two years to bring about scund legis-
lation on money. The contest began at
the special gession of Congress called
October 15, 1577, by President Hayes, to
make provislon for the current ex-
penses and various obligations of the
Government—the preceding Congress
having adjourned without paselng an
appropriation bill. November §, 1877,
Bland of Missouri introduced in the
House a bill for free colnage of siiver;
and in one way or another the gQues-
tion has raged ever since, till now =t
lust legislation has been enacted which
intrenches the gold standard in public
law,
Bland's bill for free colnage of allver
passeéd the House immediately, under
suspension of the rules, by a vote of
168 to 3493 not votlng, It was fol-
Jowed by Introduction of a resolution la
the Senate by Matthews of Ohlo (De-
cember 16, 1577), declaring all bonds of
the United States payable in silver dol-
lars of 412% gralns, with the further
declaration that free coinage ought to
be granted to such dollars. The Senate
adopted this resolution by a vote of 43
to 2I—11 Senators being absent. These
historical events are recalled for the
purpase of showing the beginning of
the agitation that has kept the country
in turmoll durlng the greater part of
IwWeniy-two years, has engrossed our
politics to an extent beyond all other
questions, produced disastrous efflecls
upon finances, Industry and credit,
made the terribie panic of 1882 with its
resultant losses, led to the unparalleled
political campaign of 1896, and now at
last finds such rest as law can give it
In the decisive measure that passed the
Sennte some days ago and the House
yesterday.,
Unnecessary “tis to attempt a recital
or review of the long courmse of folly
trosigh which the principles of money
88 recognized In the economiec and com-

Bercinl worid have been contested.
What was Involved In insistence upon
free coinage of silver and the ratio of
18 to 17 The theory that money de-
rived Its value from the stamp of the
'Gu\'rrnrl‘u-n!_ and not from the value of
the material. It was n revolt against
the whole experience of mankind. The
effort of the gold-standard advocates
Bae been to glve the “doliar” a definite
slgnificance and value, and twenty-two
years of discussion have resulied In a
victory, not of numbers, but of reason.

Through this whole period of two and
twenty yeurs The Oregonlan has spoken
with all earnestness of language It
could command agalnst monetary falla-
cles and for the gold standsrd. It
finds Ly refererce to its files that on
these days of March in the year 1878
It was opposing free colnage of silver,
getting forth the impossibility of maln-
taining sllver and gold at any fixed
legal ratio, and foretelling the dangers
of the attempt. It was explaining
twenty-two years ago how the poorer
ourrency would Inevitably expel the
better. There is now a solid delegation
in Congress from Oregon that supports
the truths for which The Oregonian
was contending in that time long ago,
wvirtually alone. And now It has come
to pass that it is actually a discredit
to the intelligence of any one to doubt
them. The Oregonian is satiefied with
its share In this work; and yet it feels
it to be a pity that there are times
when work so elementary is calied for
and has to be done. When will our
peopie get beyond the rudimentary ot
abecedarian state of knowledge, so it
may be taken for granted that common
truthe are understood and sccepted?

EITINOTION OF INDEPENDENCE.
The cry of the Boer States for peade
is an agonized one; but it Is plain that
the British nation, from ite point of
view, cannol entertaln any proposals
that do not begin with entire relin-
quishment of the claims of the two
states to independence. Great Britaln
will not permit them to retaln a status
of political independence, under which
they could organizge military foroces
aguin. The price of peace will be loss
of their independence as states and
thelr dbsorption into the British South
African system. On this basls they can
have peace at any time; and since they
will get 1t on no other, It would be wis-
dom on thelr part to concede now what
they will be forced to yield later. The
British mind Is fully made up, that the
givil war that hag been smouldering or
flagrant Jong in South Africa and now
is terribly aflame, shall be ended with
this effort, once for all, Hence every

offer of mediation will be declined.

Some time ago The Oregonlan sald
that no nation of Europe would make
such offer, but If it were made by the
United States, it would doubtless be
courtecusly recelved, yet as firmly de-
Slined. That & what has occurred.
The United States has intimated that
it would act, if desired, as intermedl-
ary for peace negotiations between the
belligerents In South Africa; but the
JBritish Government declines the offer,
4 since it has notified Presidents Kruger
Bteyn that It cannot assent to
request for peace, on the basls of
independence of the two siates or
that of either of them, and they have
‘glven no Intimation of willlngness to
- smake peace on the fundamental condi-
. tiom which Great Britain will require.

Boer States yleld on this wvital point.
They are te be Indepeandent states no
more. It was clear to all intelllgent ob-
servers, when the war began, that this
would be the end of it. Such are the
conditions that it could not be other-
wiee, Yet the state of the country and
of all the people, Including the Boers,
will be better under Britlsh rule than
ever It has hitherto been.

THE HIGH PHIEST OF ANTI-ISM.

After all |s sald and done, the Antls
seem to have been very considerably
endowed with the attributes of human
belngs, and human nature Is such that
one can very rarely be dissatisfied with
something without being st the same
time pleased with Its opposite. The
more he hates one plan or theory, the
more he loves lts antagonistic princi-
ple. In Senator Rawlins, of Utsh, how-
ever, we find & man elevated to that
thirty-third degree or sublimation of
Anti-lsm, in which any and all alternn-
tives of practical statesmanship are
equally and alike unthinkable and inl-
quitous. To that high pedestal few can
ever hope to aspire.

The Rawlinsian phllosophy that
everything In existence Is wrong, but
only of eque! demerit with everything
that might be substituted for it, is, by
the Senator's speech on expansion, spe-
cificaliy applied to three questions: (1)
the status of things in the Philippines,
(2) the proper procedure for us towards
the islands, and (8) the correct atti-
tude towards the development of China.
As regards the struggle lo the Philip-
pines, It may elther be war or an insur-
rection. The Spooner resolution throws
him into a rage because, as he says, It
Is designed to establish the fact Indi-
rectly that & state of war exists In the
Phillppines, and this, he submits, is in-
correct. Equally untenable, according
to Rawlins, is the position that the
Islands are in a state’ of insurrection,
for the reason that they "‘never ac-
knowledged thelr allegiance to this
Government.” Not being at war with us
or in a state of Insurrection, the Tagals
must be at rest and peace, one woul
infer; but doubtiess this aliernative
would promptly be annihilated by Mr.
Rawlins upon suggestion, He didm’t
scout It, merely because it didn't occur
to him.

As to procedure there under the
treaty of Parls, two methods are open
to us—through Congress. or through
the President, Congress has proposed
legisiation for the islands, and Benatlors
Lodge and Beveridge, at whom Rawlins
has special umbrage, have outlined the
method of Congresslonal action. This
aiso enrages Rawlins, who is lnconsol-
able that Congress should attempt to
lay its hands on the Islands. The al-
ternative, of course, Is for the execu-
tive to proceed under the treaty of
Parin, and do the best he can. Benator
Spooner has a blil jooking in that di-
rection. **That bill," says Rawling, "is
but the prologue in the swelllng act io
the lmperial theme.”

The development of China is the
greatl event of the 1wentleth century.
Its ancient bonds are to be loosed, Its
isolation of ages broken in upon, its
hermit communities started to buy and
sell, its poris opened, its clvilization
lifted. Now, there are two WwWays In
which this can be done. The Husslan
idea is the “sphere of Influence'—di-
vide up the Emplre into trade preserves
of European governments, The Eng-
lish idea is “the open door.” Which-
ever way you take it, you will displease
Mr. Rawlina. To parcel out China's
territory, on the Russian plan, is only
equally damnable with the English
plan of open ports and falr trade to all
allke. If we have scored a diplomatic
victory In opening the ports of China
to our ships and factories, we have only
won & victory for England, Anything
we have done for oureelves 1s bad,; and
if anything we have done l8 really good,
Lhe benefit will be another's.

This is the cheerful Rawlinslan view
of matters just now In hand. It seems
& pity be has confined himsell Lo s0
limited & range of toplca. Otherwise
he might have shown us the equal and
exact turpltude of gold and sllver, trust
and anti-trust, subsidy and anti-sub-
sidy, private ownership and Govern-
ment ownership, free trade and protec-
tion. If you don't see mnything you
want dencunced In a Rawlins speech,
Just ask for i

SPECIOUS AND INADEQUATE,

The plea is offered that a tax on
Puerto Rico Imports s necessary In
order to prevent the Tegals from tak-
ing all the rights and privileges of citl-
genship In statehood. One position af-
ter ancther has been abandoned by the
defenders of Lhe proposed rape of Lthe
dependencles. The need of protection
for industries has been disproved, and
the professions of phllanthropy by
which to raise & tax and refund 1t os-
tentatiously, have been exposed In all
their hollowness. Now we come to the
Inst redoubt of the crown colony
forces, which s that free trade with
Puerto Rico compels statehood and full
citizenship for the Fllipinos, It is a
poor excuse for an argument,

It Is true that Democrats urge the
automatic extension of the Constitu-
tion and rights of citizenship to the
dependencies. This s a partisan de-
vice which decelves no one; but the
argument for justice to Puerto Rico
does not rest upon that ground. The
reason for free trade with Puerto Rico
Is the same reason that justified cur
acquisition of the dependencies, our
suppression of the Taga! Insurrection
and our retention of Cuba. What is
right and necessary to be done must
be done. Nothing else will satisfy the
people, nothing else will meel the test
In Congress, nothing eise can expect
sustentation by the couris. If it is
right and necessary to give Puerto Rico
free access to ocur markets, that must
be done. If It is right and necessary
to proceed gradually with self-govern-
ment in the Philippines, that must he
done. Invocation of the Constitution
to ruin Pueérto Rico with oppression or
devastate Luson and Panay with -
cense is as futile as to Invoke it in an-
tagonism to expansion or assertion of
sovergignty In any necessary direction.

But how can the concluslon of suto-
matic extension of statehood and citl-
senship be resisted, if we confess it In
the case of Puerto Rico? The answer
is that we shall not acknowledge It-in
the case of Puerto Rico. This was
shown In Senator Lindsay's able
speech. It has been amply developed
by Secretary Root. It stands revealed
In every statutory extension of con-
stitutional rights and privileges over
new territory. Suppose It Is true, &S
Representative Tongue contends, that
A new possession has no rights under
the Constitution except such as are
from time to time extended through
Congressional enactment. Does It then
follow that we must tax Puerto Rico?
| Because we can, does it follow that we

| must? It certainly does mot. Ana it
the tax on Puerta Rico products is
not imperative under the Constitution,
fts enactment will certainly be power-
less to create or sustain any certain
interpreiation of the Constitution. The
degree of self-governmenl necessary
for the Fillpinos s not dependent upon
the fiscal legislation determined for
Puerto Rico, and there |8 no better evi-
dence of It than the passage Im Mr.
Tongue's interview arguing for a free
hand for Congrees. The Government
has the power, undoubtedly, to do right
or wrong; and thereupon ensues its re-
sponsibility to do right.

The hollowness of thi= last excuse for
the Puerto Rico proposals cannot long
escape universal discermment, Then
what defense will the proponents have
against the charge that they are seek-
Ing to conserve the welfare of the Pro-
tected Interesmta? And then thelr ambi-
tious edifice of sophistry will tumble
like & house of cards.

A DECEPTIVE BILL.

The revised ship-bounty bill, of which
we have a full copy through our corre-
spondent at Washington, is lttle im-
provement upon the originai form, if
any at all. It is long and cumbrous,
end what it means oan only he ascer-
tained through a great deal of study.
its authors profess to have kept In
view the design of reducing . the sums
to be pald to high-speed ships, of the
class devoted (o passenger service at
the great Atiantic ferry: but why
should it be thought part of the duty
of the United States to furnlsh these
luxurious ships for forelgn travel?

In gencral, this Is a propesition to
pay to certeln shipowners nine million
dollars & year for twenty years. The
Secretary of the Treasury is authorised
to “contract” with certaln owners for
that period. Obviously, the purpose ol
this Is to prevent repeal of the law
from ending the hounty. The authors
of the scheme are working for the
“dead cinch.” It 1s all fixed In thelr
favor. Builders are to be allowed five
vears In whish o make a contract, ac-
companled by & *-mnd; and then they
are to have five vears more in which
to build the ships. In other words,
ships buiit ten years hence may begin
to receive the subsidy. Even then, If
the ships are not cempletad In the time
stipulated, the Secrelary is to have
power to extend the time for such
period as he may se¢ fit. The subsidy-
eecker is to have every point in his
own hande. But why any subsidy for
the ocean-carrying business, admitted-
1y one of the most profitable lines of
business In the world? Ship property
is gond property, the world over. It is
universally admitted that we ran the
radlroad subsidy to an extreme. Are
we to enter upon a similar policy in the
#hip bounty busthess?

No sufficlent safeguard is provided in
the bill against evasion of the speed
requirement. Nor are the vessels re-
celving the subsidy to be required 1o
carry American sailors to an extent or
proportion of more than one-fourth of
the necessary crew, Every advantage
Is to be left to the recelver of the
bounty. These things are mnot acci-
dental. They are provisions deliber-
ately planned, and their abject is to get
money out of the Treasury for Individ-
uals or corporations already rich, un-
der pretense of rendering a public serv-
lce. But where or what will be the
service? The prices of our products
are made In forelgn countries, where
they are sent for market, and the ships
that recelve bounty will not carry for
less than those which do not, because
they wiil be under no necessity of doing
80, and the law of transport—to take
all the traffic will bear—will not be su-
perseded. The bounty to the ship will
slmply be an additional profit to e
owners, pald by the !abor of the coun-
try.

A STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION,
The interest manifested in the school
election Monday, resulting in the cholce
of & man a8 Director who has proven,
by yeurs of acceptable service on the
gschool board, and, by unremitting In-
terest in the public schools in the in-
terim of such service, his fitness for the
place, I8 encouraging, since It indicates
the possibility of improvement in the
management of the schools that can
only be secured through such means.
While admitting that the work of the
publle schools gossa on smoothly, and
that much care ls exercised in mapping
it out on general lines, It s known to
intelligent patrons generally that the
results are not the beat that can or
should be attalned. The work In gen-
eral makss a good showing In the
monthly reports of puplls, but in many
detalls, which have a strong bearing

| wpon their healith, morals and practical

education, it is glaringly deficient
Take, for example, the profusencss of
the book system, which In any family
where two or more children attend
school literally piles the closets and
waste piaces about the house with
books, the utter uselessmess of which,
as éducational alds, is shown by the
fact that from omne-half to two-thirds
of thelr pages are -unthumbed at the
close of the term, and that they are
outdated by the pupil's promotion.
Conclusive as this ls, as evidence that
the patrons of the schools are belng
worked in the Interest of certain pub-
lishers, It goes on and on. What Is the
indication here if it is not that the cur-
riculum needs revislon In the Interest
of #conomy and of true education,
which forblds a smattering of many
things? Again, in the matter of High
Behool hours and luncheon time, does
any one belleve that It 1s bevond the
administrative abllity of educational
managers 80 to arrange the one that
an hour in the middle of the day might
not be given to the other? And in the
re-election of teachers, might not fa-
voritlsm be made to give place to capa-
bility in the cholce of teachers If both
cannot be considered? Is it wholly Im-
possible to secure the proper ventila-
tion of schoolrooms? Or so to distrib-
ute the seats that the fest of the
smaller pupils can reach the floor and
the limbs of the larger ones will not
have to be doubled up and their backs
bowed to meet the cramped conditions
of the desk space?

Without specifying further, it may be
stated as & plain and simple fact that
careful, Intelligent attentlon to tLhe
detalls of the work and ite Immediate
énvironment is necessary, not only for
the improvement of our public schools,
but 10 prevent them from retrograding.
Nothing remalns stationary in this
woerlid. It follows that If there s ns
forward movement there will be a back-
ward one. To secure the first It s
necessary to elect those to the School
Board who, In addition to the posses-
slon of proper business qualifications,
are Interested In the work; who are
quick to see what 18 needed and fear-
iess In the discharge of the trust which

they have accepied. This resolves the
responsibility In the premises back to
Its original source—the wvoters of the
district. To the extent that they shirk
thelr duty the schools are negiected.
This is the whole of it. Hence & school
election in which the qualified voters
take an Interest sufficlent to Insure the
nomination and slection of a sultable
member of the School Board In March
augurs well for the improvement of the
schools, and may well be chronicied &
step in the right direstion.

HLOEBMFONTEIN,

The occupation of Bloemfonteln by
Lord Roberts will mean the speedy
conquest of the whole of the Orange
Free State. Lord Roberts will only
helt jong enough to restore the railway
between Bloemfonteln and Norval's
Font, on the Orange River, which will
give him unbroken rallway communi-
ecatlon with Port Elizabeth and East
London. It is not likely that the Boers
can stand long on the line of the Vet
River, for the security of the Boer
left will depand on General Buller's
being kept on the Natal side of Van
Reenen's Pass through the Drakens-
berg mountains, It s & week now since
General Buller was reported to have
begun an advance to Van Recnen's
Pass, The rallway from Ladysmith Is
avallable for supplies, and, as it s un-
injured, rapld transit can be provided
to the mountainous border of the Free
State. With General Buller pounding
away at the main gateway of the Drak-
ensberg range with an army of at least
20,000 men, the Boer left would be In
danger, for If Bualler forces his way
through Van Reenen's Pass, he would
turn the Boer left while General Rob-
erts pressed the enemy In front.

General Gatacre and General Clement
will rapldly push forward the rebuild-
Ing of the raliways from Norval's Pont
and Bethulle to Springfontein, while
General Roberts’ engineers will rebulld
the rallway from Bloemfontein to
Springfontein. Within thirty days an
army of 75,000 British soldiers will be
pushing through the Orange Free State,
while General Buller's army In Natal
threatens the left flank of the retreat-
Ing Boers. Under these circumstances
it Is not probable that the Boers will
be able to make any long stand within
the Orange Free State, They will be
obliged to withdraw into the Transvaal.
Pretoria is 290 miles from Bloemfon-
tein; Johannesburg is but 264. General
Buller, at Ladysmith, in Natal, Is but
sixty milies by rall from Harrismith, In
the Orange Free State. The military
probabllitles are that within thirty
days the Boers will be forced out of
the Orange Free State, and after that
the end i= not far off,

The invasion of Cape Colony by the
Boers Is at an end. It has utterly
falled to achleve the results expected
politically and militarily, for there was
no general rising of the colonists, and
it added few to the Boer forces beyond
those that had already left the colony
and joined them before the war broke
out. General Clement holds the rail-
way crossing of the Orange River at
Norval's Pont; General' Gatacre holds
the south bank at Bethulle bridge, and
the expedition séent to Allwal North is
by this time In full possession of the
south end of the bridge at that point,

The largest steamship that ever en-
tered the Columbla River is at Port-
land, loading 4000 tons of flour for the
Orfent. This steamehip ts under char-
ter to the California & Orlental Steam-
ship Company, an offshot of the Atchl-
son, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad, and
was gent north a thousand miles from
her Paclfic Coast terminal point in or-
der to secure a cargo, which apparently
was not obtalnable elsewhere. Yester-
day another 6000-ton steamer crossed
out of the Columbian with a Portland
cargo, after coming In ballast from Pu-
Eet Bound, while two others which had
come direct to Portland salled with
wheat, flour and lumber cargoes. Since
January 1, 1500, Portland has shipped
twenty-seven cargoes of wheat, coms-
pared with six cargoes shipped from
Puget Sound within the same period,
These facts may explain to the Seattle
Fost-Intelligencer why The Oregonian
persisis In “willfully closing Its eyes to
the existence of conditions famillar to
every one else, refuses to see the de-
cline of Portiand as a shipping port.”

The war taxes of Great Britaln In
consequence of the Boer war promise
to be greatér than they have been at
any time since the Crimean war of
1854-56. The Chancellor of the Exche-
quer estimates the defieit In the reve-
nue for this year and next at £60,000,-
000. This deficit is to be met by in-
crearing the taxes to the extent of
£12017,000, by taking £4,640,000 from
the sinking fund for terminable annul-
ties, and by borrowing £43.000.000. The
Income tax Is to be increased one-half,
making it a shilling in the pound, or 5
per cent; 2d a pound is to be added to
the tea duty, 64 a gallon to that on
spirits, a shilllng a barrel on beer, 44
& pound on wbacco, 6d a pound on
cigars, and a shilling on the stamp tax
on certaln brokers’ contracts. It s &
curioug fact that while tea s taxed
sugar escapes; for the average English
workingman tea |8 as much a neces-
gary of life as sugar. !

“Dredderen and slstéren” sald the
ecolored preacher, “you hab now arribed
at a p'int whah you must make a
cholce. You hab now reached de fohks
ob de road. One fohk leads to hell
and de odah leads to damnation. Which
Is you gwine (o take?" This is the
embarrassing position in which the
public 1s left by the Utah philosopher.

The London Times is right in this,
that President Kruger and President
Steyn should have counted the cost be-
fore they deciared war, The cost can
be nothing less than extinctlon ¢f po-
litical autonomy of the Boer States.

The legisiation proposed for Puerto
Rico {8 an effort to substitute Imperi-
allsm for national expansion. The
people of the United States fully un-
dersiand it, and that Is the reason why
they oppose It.

Tarif and Charity.
Chicago Journal.

Az an indication of what a pitiful plece
of buncombe the $2.000.600 appropriation for
Puerto Rico would be, the New York
World pertinently calls attention o the
fact that the money was taken not from
the Puerto Rieans, but from the psople
of the United Btates In the shape of ex-
ceselve prices on Puerto Rico goods, and
thnt it belongs In t(he United States
Treasury.

That is the plaln sense of It. The fact
that the tax exinted Injured Puerto Ricana,
but the money actually came out of the
pockels of Americans. If It shall prove
that i« collection was constitytional, of
whica ther Is grave doubi. it certainly
does belong In the Treasury, and there ls

N
.

no more prupriety o giving It to the Puer-
to Riars. who did not pay it, than there
w.uld b« In giving the money coilected o2
Ge man imports to the Germans, or os
English Imports to the English.

Under Mr, MeKinley's guldance the
House proposes to lmpoverish the Puertc
Rlcans for tha good of our greedy trusts
and then pauperize them by paying them
e lump swn of consclence money gouged
out of American conhsumers. Congrees
had better adopt the Davis free trade
amendment. The more this tariff ané
charity legisiation s examined the worse
It looks,

JEFFERSON AND BRYAN.,

The Fathers Didn't Hold Nebrasks
Docirine,

New York Jourmal of Commerce.

Qur firet act of expansion ralsed the
same questions that the latest one does.
The Loulslans purchase treaty made the
tonnage Jues on French and Spanish ves-
eels ar New Orieans the same as on Amert-
can vessels, therafore a French or Bpanish
veasel would pay € cents a ton in New Or-
loans and 8 cents In New York. Agains:
this was arrayed the Constitutional pro-
vigion thet duties and Imposts should be
uniform throughout the United States.
Byt the Constitutlonal argument did not
defeal expanasion. It wus then argued, as
it has been revently, that the Constitution
was made by the states for themselves,
and not for lerritory ousside the states,
but subject to the Federal authority. It
was frankly esserted that Congress could
legislate as It pleased for territories, and
this was the view taken by Congress,
though It was gnly 4 vears since the Con-
#titgtivn was adopted, and most of (& ay-
thors were then living and some of them
were o Congress.

Soverslgnty carvles with It certaln in-
herent rights whether they are enumer-
ated In a wrijten Constitution or not. Unl
formly the United States has exercised the
right to acquire territory by purchuse or
canquest, and, having acquired It, to gov-
érn it in aeccordance to the publle inter-
tils as al that time understood. The Con-
stitution was undoubtedly made by the
states for themselves, and the provision
that taxes and Imposta should be uniform
was plainly necessary (o secure the adhe-
Eon of the states containing Boston, New-
port, New York, Phlladelphia and Charles-
ton. Territory outside of states, but sub-
ject to the national jurisdiction, was ther
wholly In the Interfor. Within 14 years
the United States began to acquire terri-
tory on the coast, and the fallure of the
euthors of the Constitution te enticipate
and provide for this dld not prevent the
Unilted Btates from acting In accordance
with Its judgment of its own interests
either In acquiring territory or afterward
In governing it. The argument now made
that Congress haa plenary power to legis-
late for the territories is entitled to re-
speciful wreatment in view of the faet
that Congress adopted it In 18308, and It hans
Eince repeatedly recelved the support of
declsions of the Supreme Court, though
not all the declslons of Lhe court are
to the same effect.

Weo have as little doubt of the right of
Congresa to impose tariffs upon the Islands
difféerent from that of the United States
&s wa have that In the case of Puerto Rlco
Congress ought to do nothing of the kind
but should make commerce between the
fsland and the United Staes absolutely
free.

But to the student of political history It
i Interesting to observe that at the be-
ginning of the century the party of Jeffer-
son belleved In the power of Congress to
acqulre territory and to govern it as It
pleased, while at the end of the century
the party which clalms Thomas Jefferson
as Its father opposes the policy of expan-
alon, and denles the right of Congress to
legialate for acquired territory except as
it legislates for the states which compose
the Unlon.

A Blow te “Iadustrials.”
Philadelphia Presa.

The reduction of the dividend of the
American Sugar Refinery Company or
“sugar trust” from 12 per cent a year
which It has so long declared, to a rate
of & per cent Is a blow to public confi-
dence In the entire range of “Indus-
trials."

When these great corporations were
organized Iast year, no argument was
stronger, more pertinent or more fre-
quent than the example of the sugar
trust. capitalized at four times the walue
of the refineries united in 1t, managed
In secrecy, never publishing reports, and
yet for seven years declaring a regulasr
dividend of 12 per cent, and for 15 yearw
under warious corporata forms declaring
large profite and paying them.

The present reduction in  dividend
comes a8 the result of o war with com-
petitors, extending through two years
The sugar trust melts about two-thirds
the sugar consumed. For some yearn
after Its organization, sided by wvmrioua
causes, |t sucoeeded In adding to the
profit on refining, and saddling the pub-
llo with the cost. Competition has cut
this profit down lo nothing or less than
nothing.

No "industrial" Is In trade which may
not face a lke competition—nay, ls not
cortain to do so before long.

Courage and Laxury.
Landon Spectater.

Kings have usually been brave es well
as luxurious. The Roman patriclats was
steepid In luxury, yet provided most of
the officers of the empire, while Aslatio
satraps, lost in enjoyment, will Aght &b
bravely,as the meanest of thelr followers.
The Mahdl was the most sensual of des-
pote, but he met death on the fleld of
battle Hke a hero of antiquity.

The opinlen prevalled until it began to
porvade all literature, and men writing
from easy-chalrs moaned lengthlly over
the approaching emasculation of the Brit-
ish rece, once 20 formidable In war, We
shall, we think, hear less of these elegiacy
for some time. All through this war tha
luxurious classes, not oaly the aristocrats,
who haye the pride of pedigree to sup-
port them, but the sona of the very rich,
have gone to the front with more than
readiness, have faced the hardships of n
campalgn in the desert—very real hard-
ships—with cheery stolelsm, and have,
when needful, pald thelr blood tax as will-
Ingly as A!d ever knights of old. There
are scoren of men at the front who, If
they had stayed at home, might have
possed lives of vabroken ease and enjoy-
ment without reproach.

Theodore Roosevelt No RHoutine Man,

Nntional Review.

What |s wanted for the civil adminlstra-
tion of the army and navy fs In each case
a man of the Roosevelt type. Mr, Theo-
dore Roosevelt, am he then was, was
Under-S8ecretary of the American Navy
Just before the Spanish-American War. He
was a specialist, as his admiruble history
of the War of 1512 showed, and his well-
thought-out, praetical measures before the
war virtually paved the way for the easy
supcosses of 1555, He tredbled the allow-
ance of ammunition for target practice,
and took care that not the most senlor,
but the most able, officer should be se-
lected for the command of the chisf Amer.
ican fleet, He may have made mistakes
—his blll amaigamating engincers and ex-
ecutives may have besn wrong, though
we do not think &0; but as to the value of
kls work as o whole there can be no doubt.
Routine s nowhers so dangerous as In
a navy, where In the long years of poace
A tendency ETOWS uUp o preserve traditions
and repress the Individuality of the
younger cfficers.

The Hepubliean Party In a Danger-
ous Posltion.
Chicago Tribune,

Both the Senate and House committeen
which had this Puerto Rican matter 'n
charge favored at the outset free trade
with the Islands, and then for radically
different reasons each changed front and
indorsed a policy which s proving pecu-
llarly offensive to the people. As It Is
evident that ile peopls prefer somg other
mode of ralsing revenue for Puerto Rico
than that devised by the House and fa-
vored by the Republicans on the Senata

committee, It will be politic for the latter
to return to thelr first ove and vote for
free trade between the United States and
Puerto Rico. There Is no question of prin-
ciple involved so far as they are con-
cerned. They need neol feel ashamed to
bow to the wishes of thelr constituenis
and by doing so rescue their party from a
faise, dangerous position.

THE “TREX™ OX.

Malnstay of Transportation in South
Afriea.

Pall Mall Gazette

At the present moment, when the eoffi-
clency of our army in South Africa largely
depends on the stability of its transport,
it may rot be amiss to consider the ca-
pabllitles of the trek, or transport, oXx.
who, after ail, despite mulas and traction
engines, s the malnstay of South Afri-
can transport. The imperial authorities
in the Capes Colony and Natal are now
busily engaged In buying all the avaliable
ox trapszport they can, as s testified by
thelr numercus advertisements In coionial
papers.

Oxen nre less expensive than mules
They are slow byt sure, never dolng mora
than (hree miles an honr, or ¥ miles a
day, which ls conaidered a good trek. Tha
Zulu ox s the best-bred animal, but small
and unserviceable when compared with the
bastard Zulu or Natal! ox. which thrives
on both the "sour" wveldt or coast grass,
and the “sweel,'” or up-country weldt
Oxen, however, require very careful hand-
Iing, and must on no account be over-
driven; they must have at least six hours
% day for grazsing purposes. They are na-
turally In a poor condition till the green
grass of the epring arrives In Septeam-
Ber. They are very lable to lung slck-
ness and red water, and whole spans
sometimes perish from thess fell dlscases.
In ths winter time they suffer terribly
from the cold, and on no account should
be worked in the rain during that season,
for, among other things, tha yoke, when
wet, gives them sore necks, thus rendaring
them useless. The ox's best work ls done
at night time, and moonlight treks are
the usual thing with “transport riders"
after their teams have been grasing all
day. They are never kept under the ynke
for more than elght hours during the
day, two stretches of four hours each,
From 4 to 8 o the morning, and from @
to 10 at night are the favorite hours for
trekking.

As to thelr haulage capacity, & “span™
or team of 18 oxen will easily draw &
buck wagon (welghing a little over & ton),
loaded to 600 pounds, over the South
African roads, many of which are lttla
batter than tracks across the veldt, Twen-
ty miles a day for a heavy baggage col-
umn in such a country as South Africa s
really good golng.

One of the great merile of the ox wagnn
Is the simplicity of its harness. The
two beasts nearest the wagon draw from
a pole (diesslboam), on which the yoke |s
fastened. and the couples In front are at.
tached to a wire or hide rope, known as
the trek-touw, to which the vokes are
fastened by relms, or thongs of hide. Any
breakage or defleleney in such tackle can
easily bé made good, as it Is free from
the complexities of a wet of harness. Pru-
dent transport riders Invariably “out-
span™ thelr team at the approach of a
thunderstorm, if their “trek-touw” be of
wire or ¢haln, as whole spans have been
destroyed by Hghtning through neglect-
Ing this precautfon.

In the convoys to the troops not more
than 60 wagons are dispatched at one
time, and if the ropds permit aix and mnors
are driven abreast. The second division
u=ually starts half an hour after the first.
Nearly all the wagons In use In the pres.
ent eampalgn are bullt locally, made of
strong colonial woods, and constructed
without spring=s. Only two men are re-
quired to manages each wagon—a driver
and a “vooriooper” or leader of the team—
both of whom are nearly always trained
Kaflirs,

At present large numbers of thess wag-
ona are bélng hired from colonists at the
rate of § to 4 pounds per day, tha Im-
perial Government making good any losses
that may occur !n the span.

Two Amazing Statements,
New York Mail and Express.

Two statements were made in the United
Btates Benate Monday which can handly
fall to add to the galety of the Natlon,
One of these foll from the lips of Teller
of Colorado, Teller characterized the cur-
rency bill as “the greatest calamity ever
infileted upon the country.” Carter of
Montana was the suthor of the other. Ha
endeavored to galn votes for the seating
of Quay by claiming that Quay was a
martyr. “I don't belleve."” exclalmed Car-
ter, "that this country has ever witnessed
much anothér deep, dark, damnable dia-
baolical plot to destroy a man's political or
private character” as the plot of which
Quay was ths “vietim.,” The currency
bill considered as & calamity and Quay
conmdered 25 & martyr are spectacioes
which provoke laughter to “hold both hia
sides."

What Counld He Dol
New York Tribune,

Mr. Gamallel Beadford, Mr. Bourke
Cockran, Mr. Edward Atkinson and some
others have announced thelr willhgness
to vote for Mr. Bryan for President, in
order to thwart the expansion polley.
Rut what do these philanthroplie wise-
acres Imagine Mr. Bryan would be able
to do In that direction? If he eould not
undo “the crimea of 1IIT." how could he
recall and undo the war with Spain?
It he could not repeal the sound-money
legintation of the Republican party, how
could he repeal or abrogate the treaty
of peace? In what way and by what
process could he annul the act by which
Puerto Riro and the Philippines wers
ceded to the TUnited States? The Aguin-
aldist tnsurrection having been crushed,
by what means could he regnlvanize it
nto life?

Ozymandias of Egypt.
Percy Byrabe Ehelley.
I met & travelesr from an antique land
Who mid: “Two vast and trunkless legm of
mone
Stand In the desert. Near them on the sand
Half sunk, a shattered viemge lies, whose
frown
Ant wrinkied lip and smeer of cold command
Tell that lie soulptor well those passions read
Which yet rarvive, stamped on thess !ifeless
thingm,
The hkand that mocked them, and the hsart
that fed;
And on the peflestal these words appear:
“ My muame I8 Ozymandiam, the king of
kings;
Look on my works, ye mighty, and despair!™
Nothing besides remaing. Round the dacay
Of that colwsal wreck. boundless and bars,
The lone and level sands stratch (ar away.

FPooled Them.
Judge.

are yours and which are your husband’s?

Mrs. Justinn—Oh, it's a funny thing
about tham ancestors. The decorators got
‘em mixed while fixing the guilery, and
we couldn't tefl t'other from which, so
wa bunched the whale lot and called 'em
our ancestors.

A Matter of Right.
Neow York Herald.

To concede free trade with the Islanders
(Puerto Ricans) after two years Is (o ad-
mit that It Is now right In principle. Then
why permit them to be oppressed for twa
years and our export trade with them
hampered for Lhe same period?

The Senate Shonld Grant Free Trade,
Buffalo Express,

The best thing the Senale could do would
ha to pass & free-trade measure. The
amall majority in the House for a duty
would be overcome If a free-trade bil
<hould be reported from conference,

Wrong Morally, and Bad Politices.
Providence Journal
The Injustice of !mposing any customs
burden upon tha lsland remalns the same
as ever. We owe |t generous treatment.
Any tariff |s wrong morally, and s bad

politics 28 well

Mrs. Walldoff —Which of these ancestors

NOTE AND COMMENT.

Russell A. Alger Is not a candidate for
Vice-Presldent.

There was a prtlt;—l‘-l-l‘h wind yesterday,
but Bryan will be here In April

It is not on recogumt any ona ever
asked Clavelund which he would rather do
or go a-fishing.

The question now arises, how much has
Hanna contributed toward Bryan's travel-
ing expenses?

It beginag to look ns If those charges
ngainst €orbin were made to squars him
with the country.

It & singular tha.rTw one ever raports
these big strikes on the Alaska Coast till
he gels to Beattle.

Washington has Jj’mlltnn Leawis, and
now Bryan 8 golng thers. Well, 1o hizn
that hath shall be given, ete.

Ecorchers never run down the only thing
ithat would do the publlc any good, amd
that [s the bank of the rivar,

The smiling countenances we sée on the
#treets nowadays are not all indicative of
hiappiness. Some of them belong to candis
dates.

A Philadelphia man says he is Joh. roine
carcerated. ‘That s nothing. Nobody not
possessod of Job's qualities could live Im
Philadelphia.

They are going to change the name of
the City of Paris to the City of Philadele
phia. That ought to cut down hor galt
about 16 knots.

The fact that the Boers have asked
HKalzser Wilhelm to Intervene for them
showa that they are losing thelr boastef
confidence In his partner,

Benator Clark says he is being butchered
Decause he I8 rich. In view of a rich man's
reputed chances to get Into ths Kingdom
of Heaven, this ls adding insult to Injury.

The Treasuwry Department has ane
nounced a decision In eonnection with the
stamp tax law, in regard to conveyances
of realty to trustess or by trusteas withe
out valuable consideration. This decisioa
is In accordance with a recent decision
by Judge Philips, of Missourl. The Com-
missloner of Internal Revenue holds that
the conveyance of renl estate without vale
uable consideration to a trustes or by a
trusiee another - trustee requires no
stamp tax, under the Internal revenus
laws

to

When a beggne asked a Philadelphia
stationer the other day for heip, the late
ter offered him two lead penclls, saying:
“With half the effort required in beg-
ging., you can easlly sell thesa for 6 cents
aplece."” The beggar gazed at the nencils
scornfully. “Who'd give me § cemis for
them?" he demanded. ““Why, anybodv,"
snld the stationer. *Go out and try It
“Would you? asked the beggar. “Why,
certalnly,”” was the reply. A smilla of
triumph spread over the grimy features
of the mendicant “Here you are, then ™
he gald. “Gilmme the 10 cents. You can't
g0 back on your own word." It toyic the
stutioner several minutes to recover his
breath, but he finally entered Into the
deal, and hereafter he will adopt other
tactics.

An army officer tells this story: “Ons
of my chaplein friends was on an army
transport, galng south with offlcera and
men from varlous regiments. The of-
ficers were playing cards In the eabln
from moming to night. When 3uadar
came the chapiain took a good supniy of
read ng matter from his eabin, and was
on hand with it as the breakfast tinhle
was cleared off and the officeras wera
gotting ready to play cards, as nusoal
Stepping to the head of the table, La
egald, good-naturedly: ‘Gentlemen, tracts
are trumps today, and .t's my deal®
‘All right, chaplain,” the officers respond-
ed, ‘glve us a hand." The booka and
prayvers were given out. No cards wera
played that day. The chaplain hald kis
opportunity unhindered, because ha
showed tact In his way of presenting L's
case."”

The Suprems Court of Indiana has e
cently declded that an unvacclnated child
may lawfully be excluded from a publia
school In that state, In a locality whera
there was danger of a asmallpox epldemiac,
although there ls no Indiana statute mak=-
ing . vacecination compulsory, or lmposing
it as a condition for the privilege of at-.
tending the publie schools. The power of
the local Board of Health to establish &
regulation to this effect s derived from
the State Board of Health, which bodp
is authorized by an act of the Legisiature
to adopt rulss and by-laws (o prevent
outbreaks and the apread of contaglous
and infectioua dlseases. The sxclusion of
a child who has not been vaccinated at
& time when an outbreak of smalipox i
threatened, Is justified by the Bupreme
Court nos & reasonable exercise of a powes
properly deleguied to the health aothorie
tles by the Leglslature; and this, notwithe=
standing that the Constitution of Indlana
guarantées to the children In that state
the privilega of attending the pubilia
schools, ot least to the sxtent of providing
that such schools shall be open to all aod
that tultion thercin shall ba fres, It in
sald that If children may be expelled from
& public school for bolsterous or disobe-
dlent conduct, a matter relating to thele
morals, there §8 no valld reason why they
should not be excluded for refusing to
conform to & requlrement which relates
to thelr health.

The Street Called By and By,
Eva Lovett in the Independent
The street called By and By s smootlhy
Arsl down a bill it windeth,
And he who starts i1s wed way
Much &:re for trouble findetly
But at the entrance ir a sign—
“Here put away endeavor,
¥or down the street called Ty and Ry
You reach the house cailed “Nevery” ™

The houss called “"Never” stands below
A grim and ghastly tower,

Whese broken windows, shattered roof
And ruined turrets lower,

While from the carcmment gaunt Despate
A wamning shrieks forever:

sPake heed! The mreet called By and By
Leuds Lo the house called "Never!™ ™

What matter though the strest be fale,
And flowess tempt my straying,

Though sirife be hard and rest be sweet
And ensy the delay

If at the end I sur=ly
That hope and 1 must sever,

When down the street called By and By™
I reach the house called “Never!™

Insufficiency.
Hichard Realf.
What shall we say then? That our brother's
erithes
Augur our own diseapes; that his hurta
Imply our shames; that the same bond eme
girts
Allke the man who lapsee and who elimbe:
That formulas and eredos, when divoresd
From the great apirt of all-pervading ruth,
Leave atill the lean and thirsty world athireg
For the deep heart and blessedness of train;
That in e noblest there s something base,
And in the meanest noble: that bebind
The seraual darkness of the human face,
Not W be quenched by any adverse wind,
Enough of God's llght fickers for a siga
That gur best pozsible s His divire,




