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THE PERIL OF A PARTY.

By thé leading motive of the Injustice
to Puerto Rioo, not less than by the in-
Justice jtmelf, have the peocple of the
United States been moved to disap-
prove of the proposal to deny Puerto
Riro the richts and benefits of free
commereial Intercourse with the United
Btates. The motive is apparent. It Is
groes Indeed as a mountaln, open, pal-
pabie. To the President's statement of
“our pinin duty.,” there was no objec-
tion till the greedy beneficlaries of pro-
tective tarif took alarm. The constl-
tutienal argument Is of no wvalue. It
welghed nothing with the ways and
means committee, which was in per-
fect accord with the Presldent’s recom-
mendation, until the agents of the
sugar ard tobscco trusts hurried to
Washington and got the ear of the
members. Then it was that the Presi-
dent's statement and the action of the
committee in accord with i, that “our
plain duty Is to abollsh all customs tar-
iffs between the Unlted States and
Puerto Rico and give her products free
access to our markets” were overborne
and reversed.

It was not merely to keep out the
products of little Puerto Rico that this
was done. Behind It was the larger
question as to the Phillppine Isiands.
Puerto Rico was feared as a precedent.
And yei, If there I8 not to be mutually
beneficial trade between our country
and its new insular possessions the
connection will be injurious to the one
and a curse to the other. What espe-
claily concerns the country is this strik-
ing proof that protected avarice and
greed have been able to control the
House of Representatives and overbear
the President, agalnst plain duty, man-
ifest justioe and the imterests of In-
dustry and trade between peoples un-
der the common flag of the United
Blates,

The assertlon that If we do not set
up the Imperial system o our insular
pogseveions we shall be obliged to ac-
cept them as states of the Union, In
silly. Our customary sysiem of terri-
torial government, under comntrol of
Congress, with such special ordinances
end regulations as may be found neces-
gary In each case, may be employed
and oontinued Indefinitely, in the is-
lands. It Is not necessary that they
ehould ever bé admitted as etates, and
the pecple of the Unlted States will
glwave have this mattier in their own
bhands. The whole talk about danger
on thizs side of the subject i subter-
fuge. There are no comstitutionnl AlM-
cultiex other than thoee Invented by
men of the protected trusts, whose god
is thelr greed.

Upon no subject that has come be-
fore the people of the United States has
there been so complete a consensus of
the public press as on this. It may be
called universal. Quotations presented
by The Oregonian from a vast number
of journsis are a type of all the rest.
Every Republican journal that pos-
gesses an atom of independence and
character calls this policy not only a
grave mistaks but & menace and pert!
to the Republican party. Journals un-
der control of little, self-seeking, flatu-
lent poilticians, whoee whole capital
is devotion to party methods and blind
worship of party regularity—such jour-
nais, say, 88 the Seattle Post-Intelll-
gencer has become under corporation
gervitude and the dictatorship of a
politician  of boundless streteh of
mouth and IMmitable lung and gall
power—are the only ones that say it's
all right: but the journals of the coun-
Ty that represent anything and speak
for the public Interests, censure and
condemn this policy with a unanimity
we never have witnessed In them on
any other subject before the country.

That the Senate will avert this dan-
ger from the country and from the
Republienn purty The Oregonlan
strongly belleves; and, moreover, that
the House would rejolce to see the
Benute do it. Every intelligent man
who has fear of the consequences of
the ascendancy In the Nation of the
forces that control the Democratic par-
ty atl this time must desire the dellver-
ance of the Republican party from this
grave and dangerous error.

NI TRALIZATION (L 1Y
roLicy.

Professor John Bassett Moore (chalr
of intérnaticnal law and diplomacy, Co-
lumbla University), who has had twbd
terms of service In the State Depart-
ment, and knows where to look for
things, in & contribution te the New
York Times points out that the neu-
trallzation of any isthmian canal which
"might be constructed was proposed by
Henry Clay when Becretary of State in
the Cabinet of President John Quincy
Adams, who had been Secretary of
Btate In the Cabinet of President James
Monroe. Nine years later the Senate
by resolution unanimously requested
President Andrew Jackson to take such
steps ns might be needed to secure the
free amd equa! richt of navigating such
canal to sll nations conoerned. The
House unanimously adopted a similar
regolution In 1535, The Clayton-Bulwer
treaty was concluded and ratified in
1850, It Is not designed." wroté Sec-
retary Marcy in 1858, “to secure any
exclusive advantages to the United
Btetes.” Two years later Secretary
Cass wrote: “What the United States

HISTORIC

wants In Central America, next to the

happiness of its pecple, s the security
and neutrality of the Interocceanic
routes which lead through it In 1862
Secretary Beward wrote: “This Gov-
ernment has no interest In the matter
different from that of other maritime
powers, It is willlng to Interpose Its
ald in execution of Its treaty, and for
the benefit of ail nation="

In pursuance of this theory we have
taken active measures. Hamilton Fish,
Secretary of State during the Admin-
fstration of Grant, tried to obtain the
accession of the principal maritime
powers to the neutralization of the pro-
posed canal, President Hayes and Sec-
retary Evarts thought the cenal should
be under American control, but neither
of them suggested the “‘fortifying” of
it. That was one of Secretary Blaine's
ideas. But Secretary Blaine dlstinctly
acknowledged the continued existence
and force of the Clayton-Buiwer treaty
in 1881, as Secretary Omey daid, In
Cleveland’s second term. In his first
term President Cleveland wrote (an-
nua] message, 1885): “Whatever high-
WaY may be constructed ascross the
barrier dividing the two greatest mari-
time areas of the worid must be for
the world's benefit, a trust for man-
kind, to be removed from the chance of
domination by any single power, not
become a point of Invitation for hos-
tilities or & prize for warllke ambition.™

Blaine is the only statesman in our
history who has suggested fortifica-
tion of the canal; and the quality of
Blaine's statesmanship Is well estimat.
ed by the country. What is made clear
by the reciial of history by Professor
Moore i= the fact that neutralization of
any isthmian canal has been our pol-
icy from the beginning, and the ldea
of fortification has had no support but
in the jingoism of Beoretary Blaine.

SUICTDE OF PARTIES,

Revival of tariff discussion lends
timely interest and value to “The Po-
Htica! Horizon,” contributed by Mr.
Henry Loomis Nelson to the March At-
lantie. This is “Part I of Mr, Nel-
son's study, and In It he reviews our
politics from 186§ to 1896, only, pre-
Fumably reserving comment on present
isrues for anciher time. The hackbone
of Mr. Nelson's discussion |s the tariff,
Around this as a political center, all
other questions revolve llke eatellltes
around thelr sun. He feels that the
Republican doctrine of protectionr was
long ago welghed In the balance and
found wanting. and that the Democrats
have thrown away certain victory by
their betrayal of free trade. BStarting
from this decision, he Incidentally con-
cludes that Democratic half-hearted-
ness and double-dealing, coupled with
almost equal shortcoming on the Re-
publican side, have accelerated If they
do not explain the ascendancy of the
party boss, They have, also, he urges
with more gpirit and In greater detall,
filled the minds of the masses with
the idea that there is no difference of
conviction between the partles; that
profeesions of differences are Insincere,
and that consequently both of the old
parties are regardiess of the rights of
the people, and sollcltous for the rights
of property and corporations. In a
word, the rise of eoclallsm in the
United States, and especially of Bryan-
ite soclallsm, Mr. Nelson lays at the
door of the unswerving partisaniem,
which has kept protectionists In the
Democratic party and free traders in
the Republican party.

If the tariff Is the theme of Mr. Nel-
son's tragedy, Mr, Randall Is Its heavy
villain The great Permeylvanla Dem-
nerat bhrought party death into the
world and all our political ‘woe, Of
him, pre-eminently sings Mr. Nelson's
muse. “It was Imposelble,” says our
critle, “for Mr. Randall to believe In
the reality of an eoenomic issue In
politics. To his mind, a man belonged
to this party, or 1o that, by reason of
Inherited political afMinities or tradi-
tions or present assoclations. He saw
that the tariff and money questions
were dividing the members of his par-
Ly, and that men who, from hie point
of view, should have acted together
for the purpose of driving the Repub-
Itcan party cut of power, were Wrangs-
iing over an issue which scemed to
him . . to lie quite outside of the
domain of polities.” Randall, therefore,
stands in Mr. Nelson's system as the
prototype and father of all men who,
believing In protection, have remalined
Democrafe, or, belleving In free trade,
have remalned Republicans. And he
pursues this thought up to the election
of 156, graphically recounting our par-
ty history in the 30-year period under
treatment, and explaining it altogether
through this subordination of prineiples
to party. Democratic grants of power
as jow tariff became popular were
abused. Free trade was betrayed, by
Randall while he lived, and. by his sue-
cessors, Gorman et al, after he was
dead. The people concluded there was
no honesty In the parties. Election of
Democratz to Congress, designed to
bring in a tariff for revenue, failed of
ite purpoge. It was no use., One par-
ty was as bad a=x another. Down with
them both, was the natural ery. Thus
anti~sound money, anti-business and
antl-order grew up, “Between 1888 and
1882 the Democratic vote Increased only
15,685, the Iepublican vote fell off 264,-
108, while the Greenback, Labor and
Prohibition vote increased from 400,820
to 1,326,315, The 650060 votes Bryan
got in 1866 represent the “rage and re-
bellion" at the betrayal of Democracy
by Its representatives In oontmo] gt
Washington, .

Mr. Nelson's study Is Interesting, and
should.be read in full by all students of
politice. His discussion s entertalning
and his renson'ng In great part sound.
But In one Important respect he is un-
falr, The baleful effect of Democratic
“perfidy and dishonor” regarding the
tariff cannot be disputed. But the dis-
asters of the Democratie party are doe,
not to Randalllsm, but to the surrender
of the party to soclallsm, of which sll-
ver Is a comllary. The Republican
party has been taken possession of

by the Proteoted Interests — well
and good. But the Democratic par-
ty has bheen taken possession of
by the Siiver Interests. It Is a mis-

take to assume that the siiver dog-
mas of the Bryanite Democracy were
imposed by act of God, or merely
rushed in to fill a vacuum, or were
foreed by the masses out of regard for
“bimetalism™ theories, or came about
in mny other fortultous or i{nad-
vertent manner. The Democrats were
captured by siiver, because silver set
out 10 capture them. Sllver lald ita
plans, organized its forces, sent them
throughout the land, and at Chicago In
1806 gathered In the fruits of wvictory.
The story of the propaganda has besn
told over and over agaln, and reveals
an intelllgent adaptation of means to
end. It is a melancholy refiection, to
be sure, that ths Demoocratic party
dropped the tariff [ssue just as it be-

{

came & sure winner: but that sction
was not due to Gorman's treachery any
more than to Wiison's Inexperience or
Clevelund's obstinacy, It was due to
the deliberate conquest of the Demoe-
rocy by, and surrender of the Democ-
racy to, siiverism. The penalty has
been an awful one, for the party has
never been =0 disastrously thrown cut
of power In Northern states as It is
today: but It is commensurate with
the {dlocy and Iniquity of free colnage.
The punishment fits the erime.

POGMAS TENACIOUS OF LIFE.

The Pope, at his birthday reception,
spoke of the honors pald to Glordano
Bruno, which include the dadlication of
his statue, In Rome, as being instigated
by the devil. This means that the Ro-
man Church is dogmatically precisely
where It was 200 years ago, when Pope
Clement burned Bruno. The disciplin-
ary treatment recently visited upon
Professor Bt. George Mivart by Cardi-
na! Vaughan {s another proof that the
Roman Church Is just what It was
three centuries ago; the anly difference
is that the temper of the age has com-
pelled It to abandon Its methods. The
formula which 5t. George Mivart re-
fused to slgn was as follows:

In accordance with the holy councils of Trent
and of the Vatlcan, 1 receive all the books of
the 014 and New Teniament with all thelr parte
s set forth In the fourth sesalon of the councll
of Trent and contained in the anclent Latin
elition of the Yulgate, am sacred and canonieal
and I firmly belleve and profess that the sald
Beripturee are aarred and canonical—aot be-
caume, having been carefully compesed by mers
human industry, they were afterward approved
by the church's authority, not merely becaues
they ontsin revelation with no admixture of
error, twl becauss, having besn written by lhe
inrpiration of the Holy Ghowt, they have God
for thetr suthor, and have been delivered as
such to the ohusvh herseif. Wherefore, I all
matiers of faith or momals appertaining to the
bullding up of Christian doctrine, I belleve
that to be the true sense of Holy Beripturs
which our Holy Mother the Church has heid
and mow bolda to whom the judgment of the
true senes and Interpretation of the Holy Serip-
ture belongs.

Bitter Protestant enemies of Catholl-
cism will hasten to quote the utterances
of Pope Leo concerning Bruno and the
excommunieation of Mivart as proof
that the Roman Church stands dog-
matically just where it stood when
Bruno was burned. Mivart is not
burned today because public opinion
will not permit it, but he Is just as
much a heretic as Bruno. Neverthe-
less, the orthodox Protestant Churches
cannot afford to gird Catholicism with
its unfiinching reiteration of the medle-
val dogmas of Roman Catholle falth.
The Presbyterian Chureh clings to the
Westminster Confession; It expels Pr.
Briges from the denomination, and
forces Dr, McGiffert to take to flight
Theconfession which Cardinal Vaughan
required St, George Mivart to sign Is
not a whit more intolerable In Its obso-
lete dogmas of medieval Catholic the-
ology than Is the Westminster Confes-
slon, which is the very prussic acld of
medieval Calvinism.

Dogmas are equally tenacious of Hfe
in the Church of Home and the Church
of Calvin. Nothing but the fact that
the world haa completely outrun them
saves Mivart from meeting the fate
of Bruno or Briggs the fate of Servetus.
If public opinton would permit it, we
should have the prison cell or the stake
still made the portion of both Catholle
and Protestant heretics, Surely, the
creed of Rome that St George Mivart
could not accept is not more revolting
to reason and modern intelllgence than
the Westminster Confession, so that
the utterance of Pope Leo about Bruno
or the excommunication of Mlvart will
hardiy justify the. Presbyterian Kettle
ealling the Catholic pot black.

FPope Lao as a statesman s & man of
practical wisdom and tact, but as a
Catholic dogmmtist he today affirms
that the spirit which prompted the
erection of a statue in honor of Bruno
burned as & heretic 300 years sgo was
Instigated by the devil. In other wornds,
Fope Leo deems that Bruno suffered
Just. punishment for his rebellion
against the church, and to honor such
& man today Is to question the justice
of his fate and to impeach the human-
ity of his judges. It Is not more diM-
cult to think of Bruno as justly con-
demned than it 1s to think of Charles
I as “a blessed martyr,” which is the
ecclesiastical estimate of that monu-
mental llar and tyrant still publicly
expressed In not a few Protestant
Churches In both England and Amer-
ica. The churches, whether Protestant
or Cathole, have not been able to stop
the progress of knowledge, but it s
not their fault. They keep on trying
Just the same. Where once they exe-
cuted heretics, now they are only able
10 excommunicate them,

A DEADLY PEACE-PERSUADER.

Among the instruments of modern
warfare, the breech-loading, smokeless
powder, repeating rifle has reached a
stage of perfectlon that gives a de-
fensive pation such an advantage that
it 1s posslble wars of invasion wiil
hereafter be undertaken only on great
provocation, If indeed they do not ceass
altogether. This rifie s capable of In-
flleting a mortal wound &t the distance
of two miles, and a good marksman
ean hit a man once out of ten times
at the distance of three-quarters of
& mlile.

The war In Bouth Africa has dem-
onstrated that it is Impossihle for
one thousand men to carry a ridge
held by one hundred men armed with
this weapon. The assaulting party
would all be killed between the hun-
dred-yard and the two thousand-yard
line, The Flllplnoe In Lurzon have not
been able to use it thus effectively, It s
true, but they have not learned to shoot.
In the hands of the Boers It Is a very
different weapon. Had - the average
Spanish rifleman been able to take ac-
curate and rapld alm, it may well be
doubted whether our men, with all of
their splendid courage, could have
reached the top of Ban Juan HI.
There are not men enough In England
to rush the passes of the Drakenburg
Mountains, fdr the Boers are marks-
men. Btrategy will win the day in
South Africa, not mere force,

Whet the effect of this tremendous
wedpon and Its equipment will be upon
the civilized world, It s impossible to
say. It substitutes, to a great extent,
coolnese and dexterity for numbers,
discipline and dash, and promises to
make offensive warfare so dangercus
and expensive thet It will he exceed-
ingly difficult to carry it on. In this
view this most deadly weapon ls likely
to prove a peace-persuader that will
command attention where all the rea-
soning of peace commissioners, peace
congresses and peace gocleties has
falled.

The petitlion befcore the Governor for
the pardon of Willlam Marshall, a lad
of 1T years, who was commitied two
years ago from Baker Counly for man-

sigughter, for a term of elght years,
sets forth faocts which indicate that the
boy has been punished sufficiently for
the blow he struck, which resulted In
the death of Jamea Reed. It is main.
teined that he dealt the blow to save
the life of his broiher, who was being
choked by a man very much larger and
sironger than himeelfl. The younger
Marshall, in the excitement of the mo-
ment, went to hls brother's- assistance
with a stick, from a blow of which the
aasallant died three days iater. While
from these stataments It is surprising
that the jurors who now joln in the pe-
titlon for young Marshall's pardon did
not acquit him at the trial, it will prob-
ably occur to the pardoning board that,
éven If the facts are now strained
someéwhat to make out a case, the boy
hga been punished enough. Certainly
few brothers would have done less un-
der the circumstances detalled, though
4 more prudent or an older man might
not have delivered a fatal blow where
clearly Interference was justifiable.

The Paclfic states want unrestricted
trade with the Philippine Islands, or
they do not want the Islands at aill
The notion that the Filipinos would
come here In such numbers as to com-
pete with our labor is silly nonsense.
Natives of the troples will hever leave
the “soft, ethereal warmth” to which
they always have beesn accustomed,
where nature sows and reaps her crops
and man is not required to make pro-
vision against c¢old or hunger, for a
country and climate like ours, where
labor Is enforced by the law of neces-
sity. No appreciable number of the
people of our tropleal islands will sver
come to the United Btates. But If free
intercourse with’ our tropleal lglends
will supply us with cheaper tropleal
products, of which we oconsume vast
quantities, why shouldn't we have it?
It will be good for us and for the
islands, too. Would cheaper sugar and
coffee and tropical frults be such a
calamity to the seventy-five milllons of
peaple of the United States?

George Smith wans a plonesr Scotch
banker of Chicagoe. He accumulatédd
great wealth and went to London to
live. It seems now that the death tax
on his estate, that must bée pald In
England, amounts to $500,000. As the
rate is eight per cent, it will be seen
that the taxable estate In England was
over 31L000,000, This was In cash or
cash securitles. The property of the
estate in America Is variously estimat-
ed. The whole descends to a namesaks
in New York—a bachelor well along In
years, When Bir Michael Hicks-Beach
presented the budget in Parliament a
few days ago he deemed this Item from
the Bmith estate of sufficlent import-
ance to entitle it to mentlon among the
sources of revenue to the Government,
But it appears that he greatly overes-
timated 1t. Me suld he thought the
death tax on the estate would yield
$4.500,000. In fact, it yields but one-
fifth of that sum. But $800,000 is not
emall money,

Sheepowners of Morrow County have
found that it pays to protect thelr
flocks from the predaceoys coyote,
With the price of wool at the top notch,
& heavy demand for mutton and a
yearning for spring lJamb that will be-
come & voclferous cry as soon as Lent
is over, It became a matter of Indl-
vidual Interest to pursue, capture and
scalp the voraclous little beast, The
lengths to which gelf-Interest thus
strongly backed has gone in this direc-
tion s attested by the fact that in the
nelghborhood of a blg sheep ranch somea
forty miles from Heppner 200 coyotes
have been killed during the winter,
and, it Is added, “the sheep can now
stray around there of evenings with-
out chaperons'

In the matter of voung for School
Director today the question simply s
this: Which of the two candidates
would be lkely to give the more Intel-
ligent, efficilent and disinterested atten-
tlon to the schocls and to the business
of the school distriet? Mr. Thompson's
record In school affairs is well known.
His Intelligent and earnest devotion to
them Is matter of public knowledge,
Fle cannot desire the office of School
Director: but when & man of his fit.
ness for such position Is willing to un-
dertake it should he not be elected?

Representatives of the Boer states
say the only reason why they offer
peace to the British is thelr desire to
save the British from further siaugh-
ter. This Is kind. War has its amen-
itles, But as Uncle Kruger get out with
an avowal that he was golng to “stag-
ger humanity,” it may be suspected
that he relents only because he ls now
gelting his share of the “stagger,” with
more (o come,

If there is any basis of truth behind
the ostentatious theeats of dire disas-
ter to British forces In the Transvaal,
It must be supposed thely realization
will be found in mines exploded under
advancing PBritish columns, or other
forms of maesscre. The warning
should produce for the British officers
sufficient precaution to aveld hola-
causts of this kind.

General Roberts’ arralgnment of the
uncivilized actions of the Boers will
carty great weight with reasonable
men everywhere, because it comes from
a brave man and one of the really
greatest soldlers of medern thmes. No
other confirmation of these oft-repeat.
ed charges is needed. It casts a sickly
glamor over the pretensions of the so-
called republics.

All the trouble In Kentucky harks
back to the conspiracy of unscrupulous
politicians against the right of the peo-
ple to choose their ofMcers. Nothing
was {0 be “left to chance.” Majority
rule was to be overthrown Neturally
they who were to be made the victims
of the conspiracy are resisting with
every resource they can summon,

The Volce of the Preas.

The New York Post, Ind.

The revoit to the Republican party
against the abandonment by the McKin-
ley Administration of “‘our pialn duty™
galns force every day. Nothing llke it
has beeni.seen in the memory of the pres-
ent generation. We pubiish elsewhers a
atriking article from the Chlcagoe Times-
Herald, edited by an intimate friend of the
President, which warna him that he has
commitiaéd an “almost Ilrreparable mile-
take,” whith is "“big with the possibilitles
of serious disaster for his party.” No Jess
Egnificant are the extracts from articles
in the Indianapolie Journal, the leading
Republican newspaper of Indiana, which
declares that “nothing that Congress may
daﬂueln:e it to change Its viewa,” and

which prenounces the bill that Mr, MoKine
ley forced through the House last week
‘& viciation of good faith towarda a help-
less and !mpoverished psople, a subordioa-
tion of justice to mercenary consideratins,
and a politieal blunder or the NHrst magni-
tude.” We cannot recall such contamplu-
ous treatment of any previous Presidenil
by the chlef organs of his party.

HRITISH SHIPPING SUBSIDIES.

They Farnlsh No Analogy for the
Present Hanna Scheme.

An articte on British shipping subsi-
dies, by L W, Root, In the Atlantic Month-
iy for March, appears to furnish sn effect-
Ive refutal of the claim sometimes made
that British shipping has an advantage
over that of the United States ffom the
payment of subsidies out of the British
Nutlonal treasury, or, indeed, that the
Britiah system In this respect furnishes
Juatification for the shipping subseidies bill
now proposed in the American Congress.
The Hanna bill provides for heavy gratul-
ties from the Natlon to shipowners; the
British system provides for no gratuities—
it only pavs a reasonable sum for actual
service rendered,

Mr. Root states that “the growth of Brit-
ish rhipping has been due entirely to natu-
rml causes, and shipowners complain that
B0 far as government or parilamentary ac-
tlon Is.concerned it has been rather in the
direction of hampering than of assisting
the Industry. Freedom to manage thelr
ships and work their business in thelr own
way 1 all they have asked for: and, If
thisr has pot always been granted them.
it I8 becauwse the less sorupulous would
take advantage awod be less careful than
they should of life and Umb of the prop-
erty -committed to thele charge.” There
Are L0 subsidies or grants of any kind patd
In Great DBritaln to shipbullders. Those
who make ships there pay for them entire-
Iy themselves. They ask and desire no
ald from the government, in which it will
be recognized that they differ widely from
the men who are cladming this at the
hands of the United States Congrees. The
Ercat majority of Hritish vessels take thalr
chance In open competition with the whole
waorid, and rely eatirely for what they earn
upon the freight and passage money that
they swcure from thé public In the ondil-
nary way of business.

But we sghall be toid that there are the
coniracts for carrying the mails, and that
this arrangement is practically o subsidy.
It does prevall to & Hmited extent, but it
is misrepresenting to state It is put In
force for the purposs of alding Hritish
shipping. It is purely a business arrange-
ment, open to all, to be let by contract to
the lowest bidder who can pstform the
work sat'sfactorily, and it (s no more
fair to say that the comtracts for inter-
nal maill service In the United States are
made to subsidize the raliroads than
to make the same statement as regards
the ocean service of Great Hritain, Great
Britain pays out annually about £250,000
(LE0000) In this way, It places very
onerous conditions upon the companies
who undertake these contract=. There are
five of them, and they form but a small
portion of the British shipping Interest,
If they are paid what seem high rates
in some inatances, it I8 elther because they
have bougnt off competito: s, or as thiawrit.
or thinks |s more probably the case, that
the companies which are biddlng are the
only ones in a position to carry out the
contracts. But in point of fact these come
panies have not made so much money, in
soveral Instances, from the contracts they
have had at the hands of the Government
ns their competitors have mmde without
the advantage of contracts with the Gove
ermnment. Mr. Root Instances on this peint
the Cunard Line, with Government con-
tracts, having 34 per cent dividenda, while
the Leyland Line, traversing much the
same routes, has paid 11 per cent, and
the West India & Paolfic Steamshilp Com-
pany, without s postoffice contract, pay-
ing 1Y% per cent dividends, while the Royal
Mall Company has pald but § per cent.

“It cannot be urged too strongly,” Mr,
Root, In vonclusion, says, “that the Brit.
Ish mercantile marine owes practically
nothing of s enormous development to
government assistance, and, were this en-
tirely withdrawn, only a very slight per-
centage of the total tonnage would be
affected.” He anticipates that such con-
tracts for carrying the malls gs exist are
goon 10 be lessened by the completion of
the Trape-8therian Rallway, and later
from a transcontinental route to South Af-
rica. These coatracts with British steam-
ors are not Jong onel The British do not
bind themselves for many years, as it is
proposed to have the Americans in the
shipping subsidy bill now proposed. Great
Britain bas not built up her marine Inter-
est by a system of subventioning: It has
coma from a legitimate and unalded de-
velopment of her own business talent and
business enterprise. On no other basls can
the nations of the world rival her in this
respect. France has tried it by govern-
ment ald, and has made a bad fallure.
Germnany has attempted It In both ways,
nnd sho has been far more successful with-
out subsidies than with them. o natu-
val, the safe. the wholesome method s for
the United States to rely wpon the talent
and the resources of her own people. She
should be too proud to doubt her succesm
Iin this respect,  unhamperad and upbol.
stered. With all her knowbedge of her own
people and all the experionce of the world
before her eyes, It i= much too late In the
day for her to resort to empirical meth-
ods,

“NIGGER"™ IN THE WOODFILE.

The, Real Motive Can Only Be In-
ferred From the Pretended Ones.

Chicago Tribume.

The New York Tribune says the only
consideration that foreed the Puerto Rico
bill through the House “was the desire
to preserve to the United Btates without
fall & free hand in dealing with the great
and only yet half-understood problems of
our new possesstons”™ That 8, & was
feared .the bestowal of free trade with
the United Btates on the Puertn Ricans
would be an unanswerable, Irresistible
precedent for glving that same fres trade
to the Fillpinos,

That consideration cannot have welght
with S8enator Foraker and the other Re-
publicans who united with him in the re-
port which accompanles the Benants bill
concerning Puerio Rico. Tn that report it
Ia stnted that the propasition to grant frea
trade to that island has been objected
to on threa grounds—that It will be In
violation of the policy of protection: that
some Puerto Rican products admitted free
will come In competition with Amaeriesn
products; and that free trade with Puerto
Rlco will bo a precedent which will have
to be followed In other cases to the possi.
ble Injury of the business Interests of the
country.

Senntor Foraker's report dismisses con-
temptuously the first two objections, Of
the third it snys:

"“So far as the aobjection is concerned
that what s done with respeot to Puerto
Rico will be a precedent that must dbe fol.
lowed In dealing with the Phippines and
other islands we may acquire, the commit-
tea thinks It enough to sy that such a
result does not necessarily follow. In the
opinion of the committes, each case stands
on Its own merits, and Congress 1§ not
bound in one by what It may see fit to
do In another. Its power Is plenary, and
it may do ans it Hkes."

The only reason assigned by Senators
Fornker, Perkins, Falrbanks, Nelson, Gal-
linger, Depew and MoComas for denying
free trade to Puerto Ricans s “the urgent
necessily for a revenue™ for the lsland.
They are of the opinlon that the lmposition
of llght customs duties will “render it un-
neceapAry to extend direct ald from the
Natlona! Treasury, as would otherwise be
necossary.” Nevertheloss, direct aid to the
amount of 53,2000 = being givien out of
the National Treasury now.

It 18 not to be nssumed that the distin.
rulshed Scenators whose names have heen
given assigned an untrus reason for thelr
unwillingness to give the Pusrto Ricans
free trade. It appears, therefore, thmt
they are against free trade for ons rea-
| som, and the House Republicans for a tg-

‘the establlshment of free trada with
Puerto Rico That_ls the opportunity |
which Is befors the party today. The

tally Aifferent reason, which those Ben
ators deem of no conwequence. This Is a
singular stale of aalrs. Hoth the Senate
and House comsmittess which had this
Puarto Rican matter In charge favored at
the cutset free trade with the laland, and
then for radically different reasons esch
changed from and ndorsed a policy which
::mvm( pecullarly offenalve to the pes-

THE REFUBLICAN INCUHCS.

Party Submission to the Demand for
Speecial Privilegea.
Kansas Clty 8tar, Ind.

The strongest protests against the im-
position of duties on Puerto Rican prod-
ucts have come from Republican jeaders-
and newspapers. Thére sare reasonas for
this other than the feeling that free trade
with the United States 1s due as & matier
of Jjustice to Puerto Rico. Among the
more sagacious and liberal Republlicans
the conviction s growing that protection
has bheen coarried too far, and that it is
the belght of folly and insolence for the
interests favored by tha tariff to Insist on
disoriminations agdinst an adopted chlid
of the Republiec which needs all of Its
foatering care.

A large number of wideawake Repub-
licans recognize that It s Ume for thelr
party to turn about on the tariff and to
ceasa extending speclal privileges to In-
dustries which have become powerful
enough, not only to dommate tha home
matket, but also to compete In the mar-
keta of the world with the manufacturers
of Europe.

It is well known that iron and steel no
longer need protection. The same Is true
of cotton manufacturing =and of a score
of other protected Industries, particuolariy
those which are organized Into strong
trusts. The whole country demands the
abolition of tariffe that enable such In-
dustries to collect greater profits from
the people than they have any right to.

Free trade by gradual steps—lry the re-
moval of duties on ons after another of
thosa articles which are controlled by
vast combinations—is the most ratlonal
poliey the Republlcan party can adopt,
and the only one that can esave It from
destructlon, |

The first logieal step In this direction I

Administration at Washington does not
peem (o fully appreclate this, but there
are thousands and thousands of Repub-
licans all over the country who reallze it
and who will break away from the party
it thers are not eéariy tokems of saner
counsels among the leadera.

THE REPUBLICAN PERIL,
The Sound of Danger That Is Golng
All Alomg the Line,

Chicago Inter Ocean.

It would be as useless as 1t would be
criminal to deny the peril of the pres-
ent situation. To the Senators and to the
Representatives who can appreciate no
higher ennsiderntion, let It be sald that
the whols futurs of the Congressional
campalign |8 staked on this i{ssue. In the
West there are 2 close Congressional dis-
tricts, and in every one of thess all signs
point to sure Republican defeat unless the
the present resentment of the people be
nlinayed by a complete repudiation of the
Puerto Rico monstrosity. Morcovaer, the
presidential campalgn has been placed In

jeopardy.

We doubt-that a single Western Con-
Fressman who would return to his people
today would fafl to pronouncs this state-
ment sober and exact The surrender of
a Just polley,; a tree polioy, and a far-soee-
ing pollcy after it had beesn specifically
announced and defended by the authorized
spokesmen of tho Republiean party—and
the surrender of It at the behest of two

commercinl Interests and of these
Intérests alone—l= such a buase be-
traynl of the people and party that

nothing short of a hasty reconsideration
ean save the men who made it from swift
condemnation by thelr outraged constitu-
enta

When mood falth !s bargained away.
when principie 18 cast out, and when
truth and honor are trampled down in the
councils of the Republiean majority In
Congress—and all In o matter Involving
the ona great pollicy of the party loday—
the mere question of unanimity or divis-
fon In thess shameful performances la toa
trivial for second thought. The only ques-
tion which interests the American people
at the present time Iz whether they or the
lobby shall prevall in Washington, It
the lobby prevall the pundshment which
will be meted out to the recreant repre-
sentatives will not be altered or mitl-
gated on account of any mannper or any
means by which this base betrayal of
trust shall be accomplished.

Searcity of Stenmships,
Providenca Journal,

The cteamship situntlon at the port of
Boston & becoming serfous. The British
Government has drawn into lta service
many of the largest and fastest vessels,
and the number of lmportant sallngs will
be only 23 this month against 385 in March
of last year. Hoston has suffered more
than other ports, It s sald, bacause it has
superior veseel These are not for the
most part distinotively passenger liners,
it should be saldy though moat of them
oarry o limited number of passengers.
They are twin-screw frelght steamers of

great eapacity and good speed—just the
veasals for an efficlent transport service.
The companles have no other =hipg to

take thelr place—although the Cunard has
in proceaa of construction two new wships—
nod Boston wil] have to walt for rellef
apparently until the war l= over.

A Mighty Rallroad,

The annual report of the Pennsylvania
Rallroad s nlways A valuable index of the
general Industrial and trade conditions of
the country, and this year's report Is par-
ticularly Interesting, with its record of In-
creased traffic In every department. Tha
extent of the greal business that Is sys-
tematized under this magnificent orguniza-
tion can be no more than suggested by
few sallent figurem There wore 76,0808
passengers carrled during the year on ul
the lnes, and M0.%0.1I6 tons of freight
The gross earnings were §153,109.104
the operating expenses $104,5M 0958, th
onues of an empire®® The galn of ea
wis over S16.000.00 in excess of the oa
ings of the previous year .

A Curfous Political Sitnation.
Boston Herald,
The ecuriona situation s
the Democratle party having th
tunity this fall of electing a Pre
the United Btates, and yet forfe
chance becanse ite leading m
not the dlscretlom needed
an acceptable candidate; and
Iy connected on the Republica t
the probable renomination of a weededly
waak, and, to the leading me TS of hia
party. undesirable candidate for the Presl-
dency, because the Democrs 0 not force
the fight by putting forwe one of thelr
sirongest men as a candidate.

presanted of

r= have
forward

A Reallstle Novel
Brooklyn Life

Mra. BiazzAy—I've just been reading “A
Sea of Troubles.”” How true to life it sl

Mr. Blassay—Do you think 0?7 Why, 1
leoked Into It and thought It dull. There's
no plat, Nittle jnetdent, acd lesa Intereal.

“Yes; =0 true to life!”

Amnother Inteliigent Dog.
Cleveland Plaia Dealer,
»I “taught that bulldog of mine to put
on hisx own mussle.”
“Then 1 suppose you taught him to take
It off again™" . .
“No: he taught himseif that.™

The Weather Prophets.
Yonkers Statesman.

Bill—1 see it only raine sbout once a year
in Lower Egypt on the coast of the
Mcdlterranean.,

Jili—And 1 don"t suppose the weather
clerks oul there can locate that day.

wns

ROTE AND COMMENT.

Mr Finloy ought to be sble to put up
a “mtifr” nght

Of course, Rev. Mr. Sheldon will have
his puper set up with golden rules.

With his n.sunl_wwvmtm, Ceell
Rhodes prefers to be on the safe gide—of
the Eagllsh Channel

The British say they do not want to
make a hero of Cronje, and In the same
breath talk about sending him to St Hel-

ena!

Emperor Willilam s not the only man
who makes & specialty of omnisclence, as
the speeches of David Starr Jordan will
testify.

All posceful and calm In Kentucky tonight,
Except now and then a stray colonel

Gets shot In the lung in & hit of o fight
And drope off to slumber sternal.

Tissot's paintings have been set o mu-
sie. 1If this thing is to become general &
goix] many rag-time alrs can be worked
off on the masterpleces of the impression-
} 1R

A Chicago poetesa says she has lost
manuscript poems which took her five
years to write. Unfortunately, A. Austin
Inscribes hls productions on the tablets
of his= memory.

Now Pettigrew wants the Government
to withdraw from Hawall It would glade
Iy withdraw from South Duakota if the
inhebitants of that commonwenith were
all like Pettigrew.

Aguinaldo has promisd to support Bry-
an, but as 1t Is genernlly understood that
he went broke supporting hisz pretonstons
to the title of Washington, he may have
some difficulty making good,

[l
O

General Roberts 1a described by the cor-

respondent of an English paper as the
Nower of courtesy, and Kitchener as &
man of business, A staff officer of engl=
neers told General Roberts that he could
do ocertain work assigned to him In the

course of a fortnight. I am sure,'

General Roberts, “that you

woll as you can” Generml Kitchener
azked the same officer how much time ke
would require for the job, “A fortnight,"”
wzs the answer. RKltchener smiled grime-
Iy. “Either you will do # In & week.” he
said, “"or you will be semt home. The

work was finlshed In & week,

The enmine populnticn of Portlarnd in-
creases in numbers, about as rapldly as
the human population or the attendance
at the publie schools, and sxhiblts a much
Ereater variety The
of dog lHcenses Issued during the current
lleense year, which bogan on September
1. 1858 ts 220, Including 215 female dogs.
This is nearly ™ more than were licensed
lart year, and Is still severnl bhundred
under the nactual mumber, as untagged
unficenss<d dogs are to ba sen on every
corner. The lonely watches of the night
ars made cheerful to the =lck and walte-
ful by the barking of countless honest
wutohdogs, which answer one another
from all quariers all night long, and
streets And publie places are thronged
with thesse pet mulsances, which rmnge
from the clumsy St
mastifr, the size of a hox-car, down to tha
toy terrier, the size of a pound of soap
after a hard dny's washing. Now that
Spring s at hand and the glad sunshing
in drying up the mud on the back sireets
it might be expected that ths poundkeepor
wolld get out and gather In some of the
uniicensed dogs, but thers I8 but Uitle
hope that he will huve any time for this
sort of thing, till after election.

Whent and flour are not the only things
which Oregon furnishes for feeding the
people of Europe, as will he peen from
the fact that on Saturday the following
urticles were cleared at the Portland Cus-
tom-House to go East by rall: Corned
horss meat, tlerces, welghing 28,800
pounds, conslgned to Copenhagen, Den-
mark; for Hamburg, Germany, 8 hoxes,
conteining 23.0% pounds of froxen salmon,

of species, number

Bernand or useless

&

valusd at #HOM one keg contalning 13
pounds of caviar, valued at 35, and 12
hogsheads of corned salmon, comtalning
ME pownds valued at £ This Is a

clearing out of the gtock of these articies
on hand, preparatory to beginning n new
=04807"8 business. The sAlmon Nshing s a-
on the Columbla will open April 15,
and then shipments of frozen and plekied
galmon will be made at short
The horse abattolr will resume operntions

s0n

Intervals,

about May L Thepe are still many useiess
cayusehorses on the Oregon ranges. which
shoold be In good condition hr May, a= tha
winter has been mild nnd grass made an
early start. and has Noorished If the
Germans will give Ameri 1 fuir shake
and not contlnue (o feriminate so un-

justly against Am 1 meats, they oan
have primes horss =t as well as other
meats, on reasonable terma,

Aman who has been restding In the trop-
fes for movera! years and who Is now visit-
ing this olty, was admliring the artificial
nilms arsd r tropleal plants for =ala
tn somo of He zafd he conld
not imagine how the leaves weore manufne-
tures]l to s0 exnctly Imitate the natordl

nes In every minute detail, and that the
only fault that ceuld be found with them
that they When
o] what he meant by that he =atd that
in a natural sinte no pa'm plant had all
the leayves perfect. The outer ones wers
always torn or broken or yellow (o places,
while the artificial onse had every leaf
perfart, but they looked as If they had
fint. He was much aston-
ishe<l, as doubtliess many who read thia
will he, to learn that the leaves wers
naturel palm leawves pressed nnd pre-
served with thelr natural color, by some
proceas. The trunks of the trees or plants
aro ‘also made of parts of the natural
palm. and the counterfeit plant which Ia
hardly a counterfeit. Is {intended to de-
celve thoe' very elect. In fact, a young
woman who was presentad with a very
handsome one gome montha ago, watered
it at regular Intervals for some time, unti]
surprised that it put forth no new growth,
She Inguired Into the matter and found
that if even Paul planted and Apella
watered one of these palma 1t would nog
grow,

were tioo perfoet

heen pressed

Immediate Free Trade.
Milwaukee SBentinel

The only right way to seitie this gues-
tion !s to reject all compromises offered
by members of Congrees who would deny
the products of Puerts Rlco free entrancs
into our ports; 1o reject every - measurs
which reduces the dutles and to [n=iat
upon one which abolishes them: to reject
A measura which limits their operation to
two Yeurs or on® year and to insist upon
pomplete and Immediate free trade.

His Kind.
Indianapolls Prees,

*What gort of a fellow !s Bobbers In a
anclal way?

“Oh, he & one of those Iidlots who
would sy ‘sweets to the sweet' when he
was passing the plekies to a lady of us~
certain age.”




