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the peril op a party.
By the leading motive of the Injustice

to Puerto Rico, not less than by the In-

justice itself, have the people of the
United States been moved to disap-
prove of the proposal to deny Puerto
Rico the richts and benefits of free
commercial intercourse with the United
States. The motive is apparent. It is
ETOss indeed as a mountain, open, pal-
pable. To the President's statement of
"our plain duty," there was no objec-
tion till the greedy beneficiaries of pro-
tective tariff took alarm. The consti-
tutional argument is of no value. It
weighed nothing with the ways and
means committee, which was in per-
fect accord with the President's recom-
mendation, until the agents of the
sugar and tobacco trusts hurried to
"Washington and got the ear of the
members. Then it was that the Presi-
dent's statement and the action of the
committee in accord with it, that "our
plain duty is to abolish all customs tar-
iffs between the United States and
Puerto Rico and give her products free
access to our markets" were overborne
and reversed.

It was not merely to keep out the
products of little Puerto Rico that this
was done. Behind it was the larger
question as to the Philippine Islands.
Puerto Rico was feared as a precedent.
And yet, if there is not to be mutually
beneficial trade between our country
and its new insular possessions the
connection will be Injurious to the one
and a curse to the other. "What espe-
cially concerns the country is this strik-
ing proof that protected avarice and
greed have been able to control the
House of Representatives and overbear
the President, against plain duty, man-
ifest justice and the interests of in-

dustry and trade between peoples un-
der the common flag of the United
States.

The assertion that if we do not set
up the imperial system in our insular
possessions we shall be obliged to. ac
cept them as states of the Union, is"
silly. Our customary system of terri-
torial government, under control of
Congress, with such special ordinances
and regulations as may be found neces-
sary in each case, may be employed
and continued Indefinitely, in the is-

lands. It is not necessary that they
should ever be admitted as states, and
the people of the United States will
always have this matter in their own
hands. The whole talk about danger
on this side of the subject Is subter-
fuge. There are no constitutional diff-
iculties other than1 those invented by
men of the protected trusts, whose god
is their greed.

Upon no subject that has come be-

fore the people of the United States has
there been so complete a consensus of
the public press as on this. It may be
called universal. Quotations presented
by The Oregonlan from a vast number
of journals are a type of all the rest.
Every Republican journal that pos-
sesses an atom of independence and
character calls this policy not only a
grave mistake but a menace and peril
to the Republican party. Journals un-
der control of little, g, flatu-
lent politicians, whOEe whole capital
is devotion to party methods and blind
worship of party regularity such jour-
nals, say, as the Seattle

has become under corporation
servitude and the dictatorship of a
politician of boundless stretch of
mouth and illimitable lung and gall
power are the only ones that say it's
all right: but the Journals of the coun-
try that represent anything and speak
for the public Interests, censure and
condemn this policy with a unanimity
we never have witnessed In them on
any other subject before the country.

That the Senate will avert this dan-
ger from the country and from the
Republican party The Oregonlan
strongly believes; and, moreover, that
the House would rejoice to see the
Senate do it. Every intelligent man
who has fear of the consequences of
the ascendancy in the Nation of the
forces that control the Democratic par-
ty at this time must desire the deliver-
ance of the Republican party from this
grave and dangerous error.

NEUTRALIZATION OUR HISTORIC
POLICY.

Professor John Bassett Moore (chair
of international law and diplomacy, Co- -
lumbla University), who has had two
terms of service in the State Depart-
ment, and knows where to look for
things, in a contribution to the New
Tork Times points out that the neu-
tralization of any Isthmian canal which

'might be constructed was proposed by
Henry Clay when Secretary of State in
the Cabinet of President John Quincy
Adams, who had been Secretary of
State in the Cabinet of President James
Monroe. Nine years later the Senate
by resolution unanimously requested
President Andrew Jackson to take such
steps as might be needed to secure the
free and equal right of navigating such
canal to all natfons concerned. The
House unanimously adopted a similar
resolution In 1839. The Clayton-Bulw- er

treaty was concluded and ratified in
1850. "It is not designed," wrote Sec-
retary Marcy in 1856, "to secure any
exclusive advantages to the United
States." Two years later Secretary
Cass wrote: "What the United States
wants in Central America, next to the

happiness of its people, is the security
and neutrality of the lnteroceanic
routes which lead through It." In 1EG2

Secretary Seward wrote; "This Gov-
ernment has no interest in the matter
different from that of other maritime
powers. It is willing to Interpose Its
aid in execution of its treaty, and for
the benefit of all nations."

In pursuance of this theory we have
taken active measures. Hamilton Pish,
Secretary of State during the Admin-
istration of Grant, tried to obtain the
accession of the principal maritime
powers to the neutralization of the pro-

posed canal. President Hayes and Sec-
retary Evarts thought the canal should
be under American control, but neither
of them suggested the "fortifying" of
it. That was one of Secretary Blaine's
ideas. But Secretary Blaine distinctly
acknowledged the continued existence
and force of the Clayton-Bulw- er treaty
in 1881, as Secretary Olney did, in
Cleveland's second term. In his first
term President Cleveland wrote (an-
nual message, 1885): "Whatever high-
way may be constructed across the
barrier "dividing the two greatest mari-
time areas of the world must be for
the world's benefit, a trust for man-
kind, to be removed from the chance of
domination by any single power, nor
become a point of Invitation for hos-
tilities or a prize fof warlike ambition."

Blaine is the only statesman in our
history who has suggested fortifica-
tion of the canal; and the quality of
Blaine's statesmanship Is well estimat-
ed by the country. "What Is made clear
by the recital of history by Professor
Moore Is the fact that neutralization of
any isthmian canal has been our pol-
icy from the beginning, and the idea
of fortification has had no support but
in tho Jingoism of Secretary Blaine.

SUICIDE OF PARTIES.
Revival of. tariff discussion lends

timely interest and value to "The Po-
litical Horizon," contributed by Mr.
Henry Loomis Nelson to the March At-
lantic. This is "Part I" of Mr. Nel-
son's study, and in It he reviews our
politics from 1866 to 1896, only, pre-
sumably reserving comment on present
Issues for another time. The backbone
of Mr. Nelson's discussion Is the tariff.
Around this as a political center, all
other questions revolve like satellites
around their sun. He feels that the
Republican doctrine of protection was
long ago weighed in the balance and
found wanting, and that the Democrats
have thrown away certain victory by
their betrayal of free trade. Starting
from this decision, he incidentally con-
cludes that Democratic

and double-dealin- g, coupled with
almost equal shortcoming on the Re-
publican side, have accelerated if they
do not explain the ascendancy of the
party boss. They have, also, he urges
with more spirit and in greater detail,
filled the minds of the masses with
the idea that there is no difference of
conviction between the parties; that
professions of differences are insincere,
and that consequently both of the old
parties are regardless of the rfghts of
the people, and solicitous for the rights
of property and corporations. In a
word, the rise of socialism in the
United States, and especially of Bryan-It- e

socialism, Mr. Nelson lays at the
door of the unswerving partlsanlsm,
which has kept protectionists in the
Democratic party and free traders in
the Republican party.

If the tariff is the theme of Mr. Nel-
son's tragedy, Mr. Randall is Its heavy
villain. The great Pennsylvania Dem-
ocrat brought party death into the
world and all our political voe. Of
him, sings Mr. Nelson's
muse. "It was Impossible," says our
critic, "for Mr. Randall to believe in
the reality of an eoenomlc issue in
politics. To his mind, a man belonged
to this party, or to that, by reason of
inherited political affinities or tradi-
tions or present associations. He saw
that the tariff and money questions
were dividing the 'members of his par-
ty, and that men who, from his point
of view, should have acted together
for the purpose of driving the Repub-
lican party out of power, were wrang-
ling over an issue which seemed to
him ... to He quite outside of the
domain of politics." Randall, therefore,
stands in Mr. Nelson's system as the
prototype and father of all men who,
believing In protection, have remained
Democrats--, or, believing In free trade,
have remained Republicans. And he
pursues this thought up to the election
of 1896, graphically recounting our par-
ty history in the ar period under
treatment, and explaining it altogether
through this subordination- of principles
to party. Democratic grants of power
as low tariff became popular were
abused. Free trade was betrayed, by
Randall while he' lived, and. by his suc-
cessors, Gorman et al., after he was
dead,. The people concluded there was
no honesty In the parties. Election of
Democrats to Congress, designed to
bring in a tariff for revenue, failed of
its purpose. It was no use. One par-
ty was as bad as another- - Down with
them both, was the natural cry. Thus
anti-soun- d money, anti-busine- ss and
anti-ord- er grew up. "Between 188S and
1892 the Democratic vote Increased onlv
18,685, the Republican vote fell off 264,-10- 8,

while the Greenback, Labor and
Prohibition vote increased from 400,820
to 1.326,325. The 6,500,000 votes Bryan
got in 1896 represent the "rage and re-
bellion" at the betrayal of Democracy
by Its representatives in control at
Washington.

Mr. Nelson's study is Interesting, and
should-b- e read In full by all students of
politics. His discussion is entertaining
and his reason'ng In great part sound.
But In one Important respect he Is un-
fair. The baleful effect of Democratic
"perfidy and dishonor" regarding the
tariff cannot be disputed. But the dis-
asters of the Democratic party are due,
not to Randalllsm, but to the surrender
of the party to socialism, of which sil-
ver is- - a corollary. The Republican
party has been taken possession of
by the Protected Interests well
and good. But the Democratic part-
y- has been taken possession of
by the Silver Interests. It is a mis-
take to assume that the silver dog-
mas of the Bryanlte Democracy were
Imposed by act of God, or merely
rushed In to fill a vacuum, or were
forced by the masses out of regard for
"blmetallsm" theories, or came about
in any other fortuitous or Inad-
vertent manner. The Democrats were
captured by silver, because silver set
out to capture them. Silver laid Its
plans, organized its forces, sent them
throughout the land, and at Chicago in
1896 gathered In the fruits of victory.
The story of the propaganda has been
told over and over again, and reveals
an intelligent adaptation of means to
end. It is a melancholy reflection, to
be sure, that the Democratic party
dropped the .tariff issue just as it be- -
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came a sure winner: but that action
was not due to Gorman's treachery any
more than to "Wilson's inexperience or
Cleveland's obBtinacy. It was due to
the deliberate conquest of the Democ-
racy by, and surrender of the Democ-
racy to, sllverism. The penalty has
been an awful one, for the party has
never been so disastrously thrown out
of power in Northern states as it is
today; but It is commensurate with
the Idiocy and Iniquity of free coinage.
The punishment fits the crime.

DOGMAS TENACIOUS OP LIFE.
The Pope, at his birthday reception,

spoke of the honors paid to Giordano
Bruno, which include the dedication of
his statue, in Rome, as being instigated
by the devil. This means that the Ro-

man Church is dogmatically precisely
where it was 200 years ago, when Pope
Clement burned Bruno. The disciplin-
ary treatment recently visited upon
Professor St. George Mivart by Cardi-
nal "Vaughan is another proof that the
Roman Church is just what it was
three centuries ago; the oply difference
is that the temper of the age has com-
pelled it to abandon its methods. The
formula which St. George Mivart re-

fused to sign was as follows:
. In accordance with the holy councils of Trent
and of the Vatican. I receive all the books of
the Old and New Testament with all their parts
as set forth- - In the fourth session of the councU
of Trent and contained In the ancient Latin
edition of the Vulgate, as sacred and canonical,
and I firmly believe and profess that the said
Scriptures are sacred and canonical not be-
cause, having been carefully composed by mere
human Industry, they were afterward approved
by the church's authority, not merely becauaa
they contain revelation with no admixture of
error, but because, having: been written by the
Inspiration of the Holy Ghost, they have God
for their author, and have been delivered as
euch to the church herself. "Wherefore, In all
matters of faith or morals appertaining: to the
building up of Christian doctrine, I believe
that to be tho true eense of Holy Scripture
which our Hqly Mother tho Church has held
and now holds, to whom the Judgment of the
true aenoe and Interpretation, of the Holy Scrip-
ture belongs.

Bitter Protestant enemies of Catholi-
cism will hasten to quote the utterances
of Pope Leo concerning Bruno and the
excommunication of Mivart as proof
that the Roman Church stands dog
matically just where it stood when
Bruno was burned. Mivart is not
burned today because public opinion
will not permit it, but he is Just as
much a heretic as Bruno. Neverthe-
less, the orthodox Protestant Churches
cannot afford to gird Catholicism with
its unflinching reiteration of the medie-
val dogmas of Roman Catholic faith.
The Presbyterian Church clings to the
"Westminster Confession; it expels Dr.
Brlggs from the denomination, and
forces Dr. McGiffert to take to flight.
The confession which Cardinal Vaughan
required St. George Mivart to sign is
not a whit more intolerable in its obso-
lete dogmas of medieval Catholic the-
ology than Is the "Westminster Confes-
sion, which Is the very prussic acid of
medieval Calvinism.

Dogmas are equally tenacious of life
In the Church of Rome and the Church
of Calvin. Nothing but the fact that
the world has completely outrun them
saves Mivart from meeting the fate
of Bruno or Brlggs the fate of Servetus.
If public opinion would permit it, we
should have the prison cell or the stake
still made the portion of both Catholic
and Protestant heretics. Surely, the
creed of Rome that St. George Mivart
could not accept is not more revolting
to reason and modern intelligence than
the "Westminster Confession, so that
the utterance of Pope Leo about Bruno
or the excommunication of Mivart will
hardly justify the. Presbyterian kettle
calling the Catholic pot black.

Pope Leo as a statesman Is a man of
practical wisdom and tact, but as a
Catholic dogmatist he today affirms
that the spirit which prompted the
ereotion of a statue in honor of Bruno
burned as a heretic 300 years ago was
Instigated by the devil. In other words,
Pope Leo deems that Bruno suffered
jUst punishment for his rebellion
against the church, and to honor such
a man today Is to question the justice
of his fate and to impeach the human-
ity of his Judges. It is not more diff-
icult to think of Bruno as justly con-
demned than it Is to think of Charles
I as "a blessed martyr," which Is the
ecclesiastical estimate of that monu-
mental liar and tyrant still publicly
expressed In not a few Protestant
Churches in both England and Amer-
ica. The churches, whether Protestant
or Catholic, have not been able to stop
the progress of knowledge, but It is
not their fault. They keep on trying
just the same. "Where once they exe-
cuted heretics, now they are only able
to excommunicate them.

A DEADLY PEACE-PERSUADE- R,

Among the instruments of modern
warfare, the breech-loadin- g, smokeless
powder, repeating rifle has reached a
stage of perfection that gives a de-
fensive nation such an advantage that
it is possible wars of invasion will
hereafter be undertaken only on great
provocation, if indeed they do not cease
altogether. This rifle Is capable of in-
flicting a mortal wound at the distance
of two miles, and a good marksman
can hit a man once out of ten times
at the distance of three-quarte- rs of
a mile.

The war in South Africa has dem-
onstrated that it is impossible for
one thousand men to carry a ridge
held by one hundred men armed with
this weapon. The assaulting party
would all be killed between the hundr-
ed-yard and the two thousand-yar- d

line. The Filipinos in Luzon have not
been able to use It thus effectively, It is
true, but they have not learned to shoot.
In the hands of the Boers It is a very
different weapon. Had - the average
Spanish rifleman been able to take ac-
curate and rapid aim, it may well be
doubted whether our men, with all of
their splendid courage, could have
reached the top of San Juan Kill.
There are not men enough In England
to rush the passes of the Drakenburg
Mountains, fdr the Boers are marks-
men. Strategy will win the day in
South Africa, not mere force.

"What the effect of this tremendous
weapon and its equipment will be upon
the civilized world, it is impossible to
say. It substitutes, to a great extent,
coolness and dexterity for numbers,
discipline and dash, and promises to
make offensive warfare so dangerous
and expensive that it will be exceed-
ingly difficult to carry It on. In this
view this most deadly weapon Is likely
to prove a peace-persuad- er that will
command attention where all the rea-
soning of peace commissioners, peace
congresses and peace societies has
failed.

The petition before the Governor for
the pardon of "William Marshall, a lad
of 17 years, who was committed two
years ago from Baker County for man--

slaughter, for a term of eight years,
seta forth facts which Indicate that th
boy has been punished sufficiently for
the blow he struck, which resulted Jn
the death of James Reed. It is main-
tained that he dealt the blow to save
the life of his brother, who was being
choked by a man very much larger and
stronger than himself. The younger
Marshall, In the excitement of the mo-

ment, went to his brother's- - assistance
with a stick, from a blow of which the
assailant died three days later. "While
from these statements it is surprising
that the Jurors who now join In the pe-

tition for young jtfarshall's pardon did
not acquit him at the trial, it will prob-
ably occur to the pardoning board that,
even If the" facts are now strained
somewhat to make out a case, the boy
has been punished enough. Certainly
few brothers would have done less un-
der the circumstances detailed, though
a more prudent or an older man might
not have delivered a fatal blow where
clearly Interference was justifiable.

The Pacific states want unrestricted
trade with the Philippine Islands, or
they do not want the Islands at all.
The notion that the Filipinos would
come here in such numbers as to com-
pete with our labor is silly nonsense.
Natives of the tropics will never leave,
the "soft, ethereal warmth" to which
they always have been accustomed,
where nature sows and reaps her crops
and man is not required to make pro-
vision against cold or hunger, for a
country and climate like ours, where
labor Is enforced by the law of neces-
sity. No appreciable number of the
people of our tropical Islands will ever
come to the United States. But If free
Intercourse with' our tropical Islands
will supply us with cheaper tropical
products, of which we consume vast
quantities, why shouldn't we have it?
It will "he good for us and for the
islands, too. "Would cheaper sugar and
coffee and tropical fruits be such a
calamity to the seventy 'five millions of- -

people of the United States?

George Smith was a pioneer Scotch
banker of Chicago. He acoumulated
great wealth and went to London to
live. It seems now that the death tax
on his estate, that must be paid in
England, amounts to 1900,000. As the
rate is eight per cent, it will be seen
that the taxable estate In England was
over $11,000,000. This was in cash or
cash securities. The property of .the
estate In America is variously estimat-
ed. The whole descends to a namesake
in New York a bachelor well along In
years. "When Sir Michael Hicks-Beac- h
presented the budget in Parliament a
few days ago he deemed this item from
the Smith estate of sufficient import-
ance to entitle It to mention among the
sources of revenue to the Government.
But It appears that he greatly overes-
timated It. He said he thought the
death tax on the estate would yield
$4,500,000. In fact, it yields but one--
fifth of that sum. But $900,000 is not
small money.

Sheepowners of Morrow County have
found that it pays to protect their
flocks from the predaceous coyote.
With the price of wool at the top notch,
a heavy demand for mutton and a
yearning for spring lamb that will be-

come a vociferous cry as soon as Lent
Is over, it became a matter of indi-
vidual Interest to pursue, capture and
scalp the voracious little beast. The
lengths to which self-intere- st thus
strongly backed has gone in this direc-
tion Is attested by the fact that In the
neighborhood of a big sheep ranch some
forty miles from Heppner 200 coyotes
have been killed during the winter,
and, 'it is added, "the sheep can now
stray around there of evenings with-
out chaperons."

In the matter of voting for School
Director today the question simply Is
this: "Which of the two candidates
would be likely ta give the more intel-
ligent, efficient and disinterested atten-
tion to the schools and to the business
of the school district? Mr. Thompson's
record in school affairs Is well known.
His Intelligent and earnest devotion to
them is matter of public knowledge.
He cannot desire the office of School
Director; but when a man of his fit-

ness for such position Is willing to un-
dertake it should he not be elected?

Representatives of the Boer states
say the only reason why they offer
peace to the British Is their desire to
save the British from further slaugh-
ter. This is kind. "War has Its amen-
ities. But as Uncle Kruger set out with
an avowal thai he was going to "stag-
ger humanity," it may be suspected
that he relents only because he is now
getting his share of the "stagger," with
more to come.

If there Is any basis of truth behind
the ostentatious threats of dire disas-
ter to British forces in the Transvaal,
It must be supposed their realization
will be found In mines exploded under
advancing British columns, or other
forms of massacre. The warning
should produce for the British officers
sufficient precaution to avoid hola-caus- ts

of this kind.

General Roberts' arraignment of tha
uncivilized actions of the Boers will
carry great weight with reasonable
men everywhere, because it comes from
a brave man and one of the realty
greatest soldiers of medern times.

"

No
other confirmation of. these ed

charges Is needed. It casts a sickly
glamor over the pretensions of the ed

republics.

All the trouble In Kentucky harks
back to the conspiracy of unscrupulous
politicians against the right of the peo-
ple to choose their officers. Nothing
was to be "left to chance." Majority
rule was to be overthrown. Naturally
they who were to be made the victims
of the conspiracy are resisting with
every resource they can summon.

The Voice of the Press.
The Now York Post. Ind.

Tho revolt m the Republican party
against the abandonment by the McKIn-le- y

Administration of "our plain duty"
gains force every day. Nothing like It
has been, seen In the memory of the pres-
ent generation. We pumish elsewhere a
striking article from the Chicago Times-Heral- d,

edited by an Intimate friend of the
President, which warns him that he has
committed an "almost Irreparable mis-
take," which Is "big with the possibilities
of serious disaster for his party." No less
significant are the extracts from articles
in the Indianapolis Journal, the leading
Republican newspaper of Indiana, which
declares tnat "nothing that Congress may

I do will cause It to change its Views," and

which pronounces the bill that Mr. MoKln
ley forced through the House lant Week

"a violation of good faith towards a holp-les- e

and Impoverished people, a subordina-
tion of justice to mercenary considerations,
and & political blunder or the first magni-

tude." We cannot recall auch contemptu-
ous treatment of any previous President
by the chief organs 'of his party.

. BRITISH SHIPPING SUBSIDIES.

They Furnish No Analojry for the
Prevent Hoana Scheme.

An article on British shipping subsi-
dies, by I. W. Root, in the Atlantic Month-
ly for March, appears to furnish an effect-
ive refutal of the claim sometimes made
that British shipping has an advantage
over that of thq United States from the
payment of subsidies out of the British
National treasury, or, indeed, that the
British system in this respect furnishes
Justification for the shipping- - subsidies bill
now proposed in the American Congress.
The .Hanna bill provides for heavy gratui-
ties from the Nation to shipowners; the
British system provides for no gratuities
it only pays a reasonable sum for actual
service rendered.

Mr. Root states that "the growth of Brit-
ish shipping has been due entirely to natu
ral causes, and shipowners complain that
so far as government or parliamentary ac-
tion Is .concerned It has been rather In tho
direction of hampering than of assisting
the Industry. Freedom to manage their
ships and work their business in their own
way la all they have asked for; and. If
this- - has not always been granted them.
It Is because the less scrupulous would
take advantage and be less careful than
they should of life and limb of the prop-
erty 'committed to their charge." There
are no subsidies or grants of any kind paid
In Great Britain to shipbuilders. Those
who make ships there pay for them entire-
ly themselves. They ask and desire no
aid from the government, in which it will
be recognized that they differ widely from
the men who are claiming this at the
handB of the United States Congress. The
great majority of British vessels take their
chance In open competition with the whole
world, and rely entirely for what they earn
upon the freight and passage money that
they .secure from the public In the ordi-
nary way of business.

But we shall be told that there ore the
contracts for carrying the mails, and that
this arrangement is practically a subsidy.
It does prevail to a limited extent, but It
is misrepresenting to state It is put In
force for the purpose of aiding British
shipping. It is purely a business arrange-
ment, open to all, to be let by contract to
the lowest bidder who can perform tho
work satisfactorily, and it is no more
fair to say that the contracts for Inter-
nal mail service In the United States are
made to subsidize the railroads than
to moke the same statement as regards
the ocean service of Great Britain. Great
Britain pays out annually about 250.000
($1,200,000) In this way. - It places very
onerous conditions upon' the companies
who undertake these contracts. There are
five of them, and they form but a small
portion of the British Shipping Interest.
If they are paid what seem high rates
in some instances, It is either because they
have bought off competitors, or as this writ-
er thinks Is more probably the case, that
the companies which are bidding are the
only ones In a position to carry out the
contracts. But in point of fact these com-
panies have not made so much money, In
several Instances, from the contracts they
have had at the hands of the Government
as their competitors have mudo without
tho advantage of contracts with the Gov-
ernment. Mr. Root Instances on this point
the Cunord Line, with Government con-
tracts, having 34 per cent dU'ldends, while
the Leyland Line, traversing much the
same routes, has paid U per cent, and
the West India & Pacific Steamship Com-
pany, without a postofflce contract, nav--
ing 12& per cent dividends, while the Royal
Mall Company has paid but 5 per cent.

"It cannot be urged too strongly," Mr.
Root, in conclusion, says, "that the Brit-
ish mercantile marine owes practically
nothing of Its enormous development to
government assistance, and, were this en-
tirely withdrawn, only a very slight per-
centage of the total tonnage would be
affected." He anticipates that such con-
tracts for carrying the malls as exist ore
soon to bo lessened by the completion of
the Trans-Siberi- Railway, and later
from a transcontinental route to South Af-
rica. These contracts with British steam-
ers are not long ones'. The British do not
bind themselves for many years, as It Is
proposed to have the Americans In the
shipping subsidy bill now proposed. Great
Britain has not built up her marine inter-
est by a system of subventionlng; it has
como from a legitimate and unaided de-
velopment of her own business talent and
business enterprise. On no other basis can
the nations of the world rival her In this
respect. Franco has tried it by govern-
ment aid, and has made a bad failure.
Germany has attempted it in both ways,
arid sho has- been far more successful with-
out subsidies than with them. The natu-
ral, the safe, the wholesome method is for
tho United States to rely upon the talent
and the resources of her own people. She
should be too proud to doubt her success
In this respect, if unhampered and unbol-stere-

With all her knowledge of her own
people and all the 'experience of the world
before her eyes, It Is much too late In tho
day for her to resort to empirical meth-
ods.

"NIGGER" IX THE WOODPILE.

The.Renl Motive Can Only Be In-
ferred From the Pretended Ones.

Chicago Trlbune.
The New York Tribune says tho only

consideration that forced the Puerto Rico
bill through the House "was the desire
to preserve to the United States without
fall a free hand In dealing with the great
and only yet problems of
our new possessions'." That Is, it was
feared .the bestowal of free trade with
the United States on the Puerto Rlcan3
would bo an unanswerable, lrreslstiblo
precedent for giving that same free trade
to the Filipinos.

That consideration cannot havo weight
with Senator Fornker end the other Re-
publicans who united with him in the re-
port which accompanies the Senate bill
concerning Puerto Rico. In that report It
Is stated that the proposition to grant free
trade to that island has been objected
to on three grounds that It will be In
violation of the policy of protection; that
sonva Puerto Rlcan products admitted freo
will come In competition with American
products; and that free trade with Puerto
Rico will be a precedent which will have
to be followed in other cases to the possi-
ble injury of the business interests of tho
country.
.Senator Forakers report dismisses con-
temptuously the first two objections. Of
the third It says:

"So for as the objection is concerned
that what Is done with respect to Puerto
Rico will be a precedent that must be fol-
lowed In dealing with the Philippines and
other Islands we may acquire, the commit-
tee thinks It enough to say that such a
result does not necessarily follow. In the
opinion of the committee, each case stands
on It3 own merits, and Congress Is not
bound in one by what it may see fit to
do In another. It3 power Is plenary, and
It may do as It likes."

The only reason assigned by Senators
Foraker, "Perkins, Fairbanks. Nelson, Gal-Hng-

Dcpew and McComas for denying
free trade to Puerto Ricans Is "tho urgent
necessity for a revenue" for the Island.
They are of the opinion that the imposition
of light customs duties will "render it un-
necessary to extend direct aid from the
National Treasury, as would otherwise be
necessary." Nevertheless, direct aid" to the
amount of 53,250,000 Is being giv'en out of
the National Treasury now.
It Is not to be assumed that the distin-

guished Senators whose names have beea
given assigned an untrue reason for their
unwillingness to give tho Puerto Ricans
free trade. It appears, therefore, that
they are against free trade for one rea
son, and the House Republicans for a tQ- -

tally different reason, which thoao Sen'
ators deem of no consequence. This is a
plngular stato of affairs. Both tho Sonata
and House comznltteaa which had this
Puerto Rlcan matter In charge favored at
the outset free trade with tho island, and
then for radically different reasons each
changed from and Indorsed a policy which
is proving peculiarly offensive to ths peo-
ple.
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THE REPUBLICAN INCUBUS,

Party Submission to the Demand for
Special Privilege.

Kansas City Star, Ind.
The strongest protests against the im-

position of duties on Puerto Rlcan prod
ucts have come from Republican leaders -- J

and newspapers. There are reasons for
this other than the feeling that free trade
with the United States is due as a matter
of justice to Puerto Rico. Among the
more sagacious and liberal Republicans
the conviction is growing that protection
has been carried too far, and that it 13

the height of folly and Insolence for the
interests favored by tha tariff to insist on
discriminations against an adopted child
of the Republic which needs air of Its
fostering care.

A large number of wideawake Repub
licans recognize that It is time for their
party to turn about on the tariff and to
cease extending special privileges to In-

dustries which have become powerful
enough, not only to dominate the home
market, but also to Compete in the mar-
kets of the world with the manufacturers
of Europe.

It is well known that iron and steel no
longer need protection. The same Is true
of cotton manufacturing and of a score
of other protected Industries, particularly
those which are organized into strong
trusts. The whole country demands tho
abolition of tariffs that enable such In-

dustries to collect greater profits from
the people than they have any right to.

Free trade by gradual steps by the re-

moval of duties on ontj after another of
those articles which are controlled by
vast combinations Is the most rational
policy the Republican party can adopt,
and the only one that can save It from
destruction.

The first logical step In this direction la

'the establishment of free trade with
Puerto Rico. That. Is the opportunity
which is before the party today. The
Administration at Washington does not
seem to fully appreciate this, but thero
are thousands and thousands of Repub-
licans all over the country who realize It
and who will break away from the party
If there are not early tokens of saner
counsels among the leaders.
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THE REPUBLICAN PERIL.

The Sonnil of Dnnsrer That Is Golnp:
All Along: the Line.
Chicago Inter Ocean.

It would be as useless a3 It would be
criminal to deny the peril of the pres-
ent situation. To tho Senators and to the
Representatives who can appreciate no
higher consideration, let It be said that
the whole future of the Congressional
campaign Is staked on this Issue. In tho
West there are 22 close Congressional dis
tricts, and in every one of these all signs
point to smre Republican defeat unless the
the present resentment of the people bo
nllayed by a complete repudiation of the
Puerto Rico monstrosity. Moreover, the
presidential campaign has been placed In
Jeopardy.

We doubt 'that a single Western Con-
gressman who would return to his people
today would fall to pronounce this state-
ment sober and exact. The surrender of
a just policy, a true policy, and a far-seei-

policy after it had been specifically
announced and defended by the authorized
spokesmen of tho Republican party and
the surrender of It at the behest of two
commercial Interests, and of theso
Interests alone Is such a base be-
trayal of the people and party that
nothing short of a hasty reconsideration
can save the men who made ft from swift
condemnation by their outraged constitu-
ents.

When good faith is bargained away.

,, t,a hnnn. ,., nWi Anm tr, h
councils of the Republican majority In
Congress and all In a matter Involving
the one great policy of the party today
the mere question of unanimity or divis-
ion in these shameful performances is too
trivial for second thought. The only ques-
tion which Interests the American people
at the present time Is whether they or the
lobby shall prevail In Washington. If
the lobby prevail the punishment which
will be meted out to the recreant repre-
sentatives will not be altered or miti-
gated on account of any manner or any
means by which this base betrayal of
trust shall be accomplished.

o

Scarcity of Steamship.
Providence Journal.

The cteamshlp situation at the port of
Boston Is becoming serious. The British
Government has drawn into its service
many of the largest and fastest vessels,
and the number of Important sallngs will
be only 23 this month against 3S In March
of last year. Boston has suffered more
than other ports. It Is Bald, because It has
superior vessels." These are not for the
moet part distinctively passenger liners,
It should be saldi though moat of them
carry a limited number of passengers.
They are twin-scre- freight steamers of
great capacity and good speed just the
vessels for an efficient transport service.
The companies have no other ships to
take their place although the Cunard ha3
In process of construction two new ships
and Boston will have to wait for relief
apparently until the war Is over.

a

A Mighty Rallrond.
The annual report of the Pennsylvania

Railroad la always a valuable Index of the
general Industrial and trade conditions of
the cduntry, and this year's report Is par-
ticularly Interesting, with its record of in-

creased traffic in every department. Tha
extent of the great business that Is sys-

tematized under this magnificent organiza-
tion can be no more than suggested by a
few Ballent figures. There were 7G,3."43
passengers carried during the year on all
the lines, and 209.9E0.116 tons of freight.
The gross earnings were $152,169,10$, and
the operating expenses 5106.506.9SS, the rev-

enues of an empire The gain of earnings
was over $16,000,000 in excess of the earn-
ings of the previous year.

e

A Curlon PoIItlcnl SItnntlon.
Boston Herald.

The curious situation Is presented of
the Democratic party having the oppor-
tunity this fall of electing a President of
the United States, and yet forfeiting the
chance because Its leading members have
not the discretion needed to put forward
an acceptable candidate; and this Is close-

ly connected on the Republican side with
the probable renomlnation of a concededly
weak, and, to the leading members of his
party, undesirable candidate for the Presi-
dency, because the Democrats do not force
the fight by putting forward one of their
strongest men a a candidate.
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A Realistic Novel.
Brooklyn Life.

Mrs. Blozz&y I've Just been reading "A
Sea of Troubles." How true to life It Is!

Mr. Blazzay Do you think so? Why. I
looked Into it and thought it dull. There's
no plot, little Incident, and less Interest.

"Yes; so true to life!"
n o

Another Intelligent Doer.
Cleveland Plain Dealer.

"I 'taught that bulldog of mine to put
on his own muzzle."

"Then I suppose you taught him to take
it off again7" .

"No; he taught himself that."
a

The "Weather Prophets.
Yonkers Statesman.

Bill I see It only rains about once a year
In Lower .Egypt on the coast of the
Mediterranean.

Jill And I don't suppose the weather
I clerks out there can locate that day.

NOTE AND COMMENT. -

Mr. Finloy oujrht to be ablo to put up
a "stlft" fight.

Of course. Rev. Mr. Sheldon will have
his paper set up with golden rules.

With his usual conservatism, Cecil
Rhodes prefers to be on tho safe side of
tHo English Channel.

The British say they do not want to
make a hero of Cronje, and in the same
breath talk about sending him to St. Hel-
ena I.

Emperor "William is not the only man
who makes a specialty of omniscience, as
the speeches of David Starr Jordan will
testify.

All peaceful and calm In Kentucky tonight.
Except now and then a stray colonel

Gets shot in the lung1 in a bit of a fight
And drops off to slumber eternal.

Tlssot's paintings have been set to mu-

sic. If this thing is to become general, a
good many rag-tim- e airs can be worked
off on the masterpieces of the impression-
ists.

A Chicago poetess says she has lost
manuscript poems which took her fivo
years to write. Unfortunately, A. Austin
inscribes his productions on the tablets
of his memory.

Now Pettigrew wants the Government
to withdraw from Hawaii. ' It would glad-
ly withdraw from South Dakota If the
"inhabitants of that commonwealth were
all like Pettigrew.

Agulnaldo has promised to support Bry-
an, but as It Is generally understood that
he went broke supporting his pretensions
to the title of Washington, ho may havo
some difficulty In making good.

General Roberts Is described by the cor-
respondent of an English paper as the
flower of courtesy, and Kitchener as a
man of business. A staff officer of engi-
neers told General Roberts that he could
do certain work assigned to him in tha
course of a fortnight. "I am sure," said
General Roberts, "that you will do as
woll as you con." General Kitchener
asked the same officer how much time he
would require for the job. "A fortnight."
was the answer. Kitchener smiled grim-
ly. "Either you will do it in a week," ha
said, "or you will be sent home." The
work was finished In a week.

The canine population of Portland. In-

creases in numbers, about as rapidly as
the human population or the attendance
at the public schools, and exhibits a much
greater variety of species. The number
of dog licenses Issued during the current
license year, which began .on September
1. 1SS9, Is 2270, Including 215 female dogs.
This Is nearly 703 more than were licensed
last year, and is still several hundred
under tho actual number, as untagged
unlicensed dogs are to be seen on every
corner. The lonely watches of the night
ore made cheerful to tho sick and wake-
ful by the barking of countless honest
watchdogs, which answer one another
from all quarters all night long, and
streets and public places are thronged
with these pet nuisances, which range
from the clumsy St. Bernard or useless
mastiff, the size of a box-ca-r, down to tho
toy terrier, the size of a pound of soap
after a hard day's washing. Now that
Spring Is at hand and the glad sunshlno
is drying up the mud on the back streets
It might be expected that the poundkeeper
would get out and gather In some of the
unlicensed dogs, but there Is but little
hope that he wm haye my t,me fQr
so"t l thing, till after election,

Wheat and flour aro not the only thlng3
which Oregon furnishes for feeding tho
people .of Europe, as will be seen from
the fact that on Saturday tho following
articles were cleared at the Portland Cus--
tom-Hou- se to go East by roll: Corned
horse meat. 67 tierces, weighing 2S.EGJ

pounds, consigned to Copenhagen, Den-

mark; for Hamburg. Germany, 8S boxes,
containing 22.G90 pounds of frozen salmon,
valued at $4000; one keg containing 13
pounds of caviar, valued at $25, and 12
hogsheads of corned salmon, containing
S463 pounds,- - valued at $2000. This Is a
clearing out of the stock of these articles
on hand, preparatory to beginning a new
season's business. The salmon fishing sea
son on the Columbia will open April 15,

and then shipments of frozen and pickled
salmon will bo made at short intervals.
The horse abattoir will resume operations
about May 1. There are still many useless
cayusehorses on the Oregon ranges, which
should be In good condition by May. as the
winter has been mild and grass made an
early start, and has flourished. If the
Germans will give Americans a fair shako
and not continue to discriminate so un-

justly against American meats', they can
have prime horse meat as well as other
meats, on reasonable terms.

Aman who has been residing In the trop-

ics for several years and who is now visit-
ing this city, was admiring the artificial
palms and other tropical plants for sale
In some of the stores. He said he could
not Imagine how the leaves were manufac-
tured to so exactly Imitate tho natural
ones In every mlnuto detail, and that the
only fault that could be found with them
was that they were too perfect. When
asked what he meant by that he said that
In a natural state no palm plant had all
tho leaves perfect. The outer ones wero
always torn or broken or yellow In places,
while the artificial ones had every leaf
perfect, but they looked as If they had
been pressed flat. He was much aston-
ished, as doubtless many who read this
will be, to learn that the leaves wero
natural palm leaves, pressed and pre-

served with their natural color, by some
process. The trunks of the trees or plants
aro also made of parts of the natural
palm, and the counterfeit plant which Is
hardly a counterfeit, is intended to de-

ceive tho very elect. In fact, a young
woman who was presented with a very
handsome one some months ago, watered
It at regular Intervals for some time, until
surprised that It put forth no new growth.
She Inquired into the matter and found
that if even Paul planted and Apollo
watered one of these palms.lt would not
grow.

io
Immediate Free 'Trade.

Milwaukee Sentinel.
The only right way to settle this ques-

tion Is to reject all compromises offered
by members of Congress who would deny
the products of Puerto Rico free entrance
Into our ports; to reject every measure
which reduces the duties and to lnsl3t
upon one which abolishes them; to reject
a measure which limits their operation to
two years or one year and to Insist upon
complete and Immediate free trade.

US
His Kind.

Indianapolis Press.
"What sort of a fellow Is Bobbers in a

social way?"
"Oh, he Is one of those idiots who

would eay 'sweets to the sweet when ho
was passing the pickles to a lady of un-
certain age."


