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THE BLOOD OP A NATIOX.

President Jordan, of Stanford Uni-
versity, In his Chicago lecture of last
Sunday added to the proof already In
existence that he Is a very superficial
thinker, and, from the standpoint of
'historical fact, a very ignorant charla-
tan. His statement that "the present
Inhabitants of Great Britain were a
mere shadow of their forefathers In
point of brains and health" is utterly
'without foundation of fact. The armor
worn by the great English warriors
of history shows that they were, as a
"rule, Inferior in stature and girth to
the average ed Englishman
,of today. The increase in the average
duration of human life during the last
"fifty years, as shown by the Insurance
.tables, refutes this sweeping statement
of President Jordan. The great reduc-
tion in the rate of mortality from dis-

ease among English soldiers and sai-
lers in Africa and India, compared with
60 years ago, and the vast reduction
compared with 150 years ago, is proof
of the nonsense of Dr. Jordan's state-
ment about the degeneracy, physical
and mental, of England's people. The
marches performed by Lord Boberts in
the recent pursuit of Cronje were equal
to the military performances of her
past, and her soldiers of today have ex-

hibited more than the endurance and
health of the English soldier of fifty
years ago. But the most stupid state-
ment made by President Jordan was
that war saps the best blood of a na-
tion; that the killing of so many youths
of a nation during time of war accounts
for the existence of a weak nation,
both mentally and physically. He
quoted France as an illustration of the
deterioration of a great nation, through
war, saying:

I think war moro than, any other agency de-
stroys tho vitality of a nation. Take, for ln--
Tstanco, the present British-Bo- er war. The best
representatives of both countries are now on
the field of battle. War not only makes widows,
but It prevents many marrlagea

Here is a very sweeping, shallow
statement. It is doubtless true that
such incessant war as was waged
against all Europe by France from 1792
to 1815 had an injurious Influence upon
her people, because after 1807 and the
peace of Tilsit the Napoleonic wars
were waged In mere wantonness with-
out any justification of even enlight-
ened selfishness; but in a broad sense
it is true that no great forward step
toward humane progress or enlarged
liberty has ever been accomplished
Bave through war. As a rule, the world
has ridden further toward liberty and
away from absolutism upon a powder
cart than upon any other means of
transportation.

It cannot be fairly said of France
that she has become degenerate in
mind or body, for her noblest literature
lias been produced by the generation
whose fathers fought under Napoleon,
as did the father of Hugo and the
lather of Dumas. It cannot be said
that the Frenchman of today is def-
icient in warlike hardihood, for the Ger-
mans confess that the French soldiers,
though commanded by inferior Gener-
als, like Bazaine and MacMahon,
fought with all the hereditary valor of
the men whose grandfathers won Wa-era- m

and died heroically at "Waterloo.
It will not be pretended that France Is
degenerate in the sense that Spain
lias degenerated from the Spain of
Charles V.

From the days of Alexander the
Great, every great forward movement
In the evolution of civilization has been
won by war. The conquest of Persia,
Egypt and India carried the torch of
Greek literature and civilization from
Asia Minor to the Indus and the sv

The only great peoples of the
ancient world, the only great peoples
of the modern world, have been the
warlike natidns. So long as Rome was
a stout soldier, she defied the world,
but when Home became too rich and
luxurious to make war save through
hired bands of mercenary barbarians
that is, when Rome ceased to feel that
Bhe had any mission or duty save to
"eat, drink and be merry, lest tomor-
row we die," Rome's fate prefigured the
fate of all nations that either cannot
fight or will not fight. In a broad, phil-
osophical sense, love and war have
always made the world go round. A
world without love is not more Incom-
prehensible than a world without war.

Again, as to Great Britain. President
Jordan, referring to her, says that "the
nation that founds Its destiny on war
must reach a speedy decay." Here is
another shallow remark; for while no
nation founds its destiny solely on war,
yet wars occur in the history and prog-
ress of every nation; and to its wars
every nation owes its main opportu-
nity for advancement. It Is universal
history that war must clear the way,
or there will be no getting ahead.
Take Great Britain, whose downfall
President "Jordan so airily predicts.
How was her growth made? The ac-

tual expansion of Britain began with
the wars of Commonwealth, and the
great British navy took its rise in
them; while theBrltlsh army dates from
the reign of Dutch William. Between
the Revolution of 168S and the battle
of "Waterloo, Great Britain waged
seven great wars, of which the shortest
lasted seven years and the longest
about twelve. Out of 127 years, 61

years, more than half, were spent In
war, Yet that was the period of the

making of the British Empire. Presi-
dent Jordan's lectures and books are
valuable, perhaps, in the distinction
they establish between philosophlsm
and philosophy. That Is, President
Jordan is a phllosophlst rather than a
philosopher.

PLTTCKIXG THE "COLOXIES."
"What are the Republicans of the

country going to say In their approach-
ing conventions on the question of
commercial intercourse between our
country and its new possessions? They
can hardly escape the necessity of de-
fining their position, for the question
is a highly Important one. It is simply
the question whether there Is to be free-
dom of commercial intercourse between
all the people who are under the flag,
or whether the "colonies" are estates
to be worked for the benefit of monop-
olists of the "mother country."

It Is useless to say that we are giv-
ing the Islands liberty, unbounded lib-

erty, in every department save that of
trade; for commercial monopoly Is the
essence of all oppression. Is it to be
our policy to fine the people of these
new dependencies for the benefit of
home traders? The House of Repre-
sentatives hap laid that down as the
rule to be followed. If it be pursued
and persisted in, It will raise moment-
ous Issues. It Is no answer to say that
the bill passed by the House claims
very little. What It does claim Is un-
just, and the judgment of the country
will so hold It. The policy places the
Islands, not in the position of colonial
or outlying territories of the United
States, but in- that of conquered states
or plantations. It cuts off the benefit
to be derived from a connection which
should be mutual; and In effect it pro-
claims the essentially barbaric doctrine
that one community should be treated
as the property of another and the
fruits of Its Industry confiscated, by
some absolute right, whether of con-
quest or otherwise.

This doctrine cannot hold. It is so
similar to the claims against which our
ancestors rebelled, and asserted and
established our National Independence,
that it is odious to the American people
from history and tradition, from sen-
timent and conviction. Nothing can
commend such a policy to the people
of the United States. The passage of
this bill by the House Is proof that
protected monopolies have been fed till
their greed Is insatiable, and till they
have come to regard robbery through
tariffs as their Inalienable right. If the
Republican party would be delivered
from the dangers that threaten from
this source, It should beseech the Sen-
ate to reject the bill, and stand by the
original recommendation of the Presi-
dent. It is amazing- that so many Re-
publican members, right In the begin-
ning, should have allowed themselves
to be overborne, and whipped into this
scheme.

Republicans of Indiana, It is said. In-

tend In the Congressional conventions
this week to make an-- effort to set their
party right on this subject. It would
be excellent to see them set an exam-
ple to the Republicans of the country;
for it is very much needed.

A J.TAV IDEA OP "SURRENDER."
When a man has to make a long and

powerful oration on a question of the
hour, he may, unless his position is
very sound, have to use some material
that is not of the very best. So 3Ir.
Bourke Cockran, In arraigning English
civilization as a synonym of oppres-
sion and tyranny, and apostrophizing
the Kruger oligarchy as an enlightened
Republic In custody of liberty, cannot
be too particular about his choice of
weapons. He Is compelled to go on
record with this sort of thing:

It Is said again that the people of this coun-
try must remain neutral. This Is as It chould be.
But I deny that this country has been neutral.
There was long before this war In South Africa,
began a question between England and the
United States regarding the Alaskan boundary
There was a claim pending. I don't say that the
moment this war began In South Africa wc
should have made a claim against England, but
I do say that the advancement of claim should
not have been delayed one moment. We ceased
at that time to be neutral. If the United States
Administration had gone on enforcing that claim
this war would never have begun. The Canadian
troops would have had. abundant business at
home.

In this passage Mr. Cockran puts be-

fore the world a new kind of surren-
der. He will have difficulty, we sus-
pect. In getting for his Idea of surren-
der any considerable vogue.

It Is true that we had a claim as to
the Alaska boundary. Our claim was
that the land we were in possession of
and had been in possession of for many
years, including Lynn canal, was ours.
It Is a position we still hold. We oc-
cupy the land. We have not offered,
so far as appears, to get out of It.

What were we to do? Great Britain
may have had a counter-clai- m of some
sort, but what It was nobody knows.
None was ever formulated. And If one
had been formulated, was It our busi-
ness to offer to force Great Britain to
formulate her counter-clai- m and fight
for it?

There was no alliance with Great
Britain, says Mr. Cockran, sneerlngly,
but there was surrender. If a man
stands his ground and the other fellow
goes off about his business, It Is, ac-
cording to Mr. Cockran, a case of sur-
render. If he Is right, the world has
been using a word for sev-
eral hundred years.

One phase of parental irresponsibil-
ity had lurid illustration in the terri-
ble casualty In Thurston county, Wash-
ington, Saturday evening, as reported
in a dispatch from Olympia. Three
children, of the respective ages of 5,
7 and 9 years, were left at night in
charge of another child of 12, while the
parents "went to a dance." The house
caught fire, presumably from the ex-
plosion of an air-tig- ht heating stove
in the lower room, and, in spite of the
heroic efforts of the little girl, to whom
parental duties were delegated while
the father and mother were away "en-Joyi- ng

themselves," the three Infants
perished in the flames and the little
girl was herself seriously burned before
making her escape from the second-stor- y

window. It Is, of course, needless
to add that these derelict parents are
sorry; Indeed, they are no doubt "dis-
tracted with " Nothing comes
easier than censure, when disaster fol-

lows dereliction of duty. The "I told
you so" or "You might have known
it" falls easily from the lips, even of
those who think' but lightly along lines
of prudence and responsibility, before
penalty has overtaken carelessness. It
Is, however. In no captious spirit that
The Oregonian points to this Incident
as an always possible result of leaving
young children alone until far In the
night In a house in which, of necessity,
there is fire. It is gratifying to be-

lieve that parental Irresponsibility sel-

dom takes this form, though occaslon- -

i
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ally a shocking disaster similar to the
one above reported indicates that the
risk Is taken more frequently than the
very commonest Instinct of parental
duty Justifies. The risk in such a case
Is one to which parents have no right
to subject their children, Involving as
it does in lonely country places possi-
bilities of harm even greater than that
of perishing in flames of their own In-

considerate kindling.

PROOF OP THE PCDDIXG.
An honest man with an open mind

ought to attach some measure of
weight to the experience of Japan with
the gold standard. In its abandon-
ment of sliver for gold, the Flowery
Kingdom had opportunities of singular
felicity. It had no historic crime of '73
to be expiated. It was free to act
without regard to the "dollar of our
daddies," the divine ratio of 16 to 1, the
sacred money of the Constitution, the
crown of thorns and cross of gold, the
money of ultimate redemption, the per
caplty, and the ancient fetlch-worsh-lp

of "blmetallsm." All that Japan had
to do, therefore, was to decide between
silver and gold on their merits and act
accordingly. She had tried sliver, and
didn't like it. So she determined to try
gold. Now she has experience enough
to form a conclusion of their compara-
tive merits.

Not long ago The Oregonlan dis-
cussed at some length a report con-
cerning the gold standard in Japan re-

cently made by S. Uchlda, the Japanese
Consul at New York City. Since then
a complete copy of the report has come
to hand, and In It we find these asser-
tions:

Prices have ceased to fluctuate
Tvitk the ups and dovrns, of the Ml-v- er

marlcct as they did In former times. The
elimination of that risk from business calcula-
tions Is resulting In a sound development of our
Industries and commerce.

This fact la clearly shown by the enormous in-

crease within the last two yeara of the clear-
ings of the associated banks in Toklo and Osaka,
the two great centers of business activity In our
country; In the favorable condition cf our for-
eign trade; the stability of prices for
ajrricnlturnl products, and the vrasres
of labor. In all domestic dealings the pur-
chasing power of the money used for payment
Is at par with that In use by the nations

tho highest economic development.
Japan now offers a field for enterprise which

Invites capital on the same monetary terms as
to tho standard of value for all payments, pres-
ent and deferred, as are offered by those coun-
tries that are competing for the commercial su-
premacy of the world. All barriers to foreign
Investments In Japan have been removed, un-

certainties regarding the unit of values in Its
monetary sjotem have been eliminated, and
Japan has arisen from nn inferior

nation to eqcnl rank: with
all nations that arc controlling: fac-
tor in industrial development of
the vrorltl.

The government has been saved from the losses
It formerly sustained from a fall In silver, on
foreign payments of contracts for shipbuilding
and other purposes, its bonds are now In de-
mand at a decreasing Interest rate. Its credit
Is now so firmly established that It can com-
mand whatever funds It may at any time re-
quire. This gives a firm basis for confi-
dence in private industries and com-
merce.

These comparisons of conditions un-
der the silver standard with conditions
under the gold standard have so famil-
iar a sound that some of our Populist
friends will be tempted to conclude the
Japanese Government has been appro-
priating editorials from The Oregonian.
And they are In truth only restate-
ments of the elementary facts about
money, which have been set out In
these columns for twenty-tw- o years.
Perhaps there Is little use In recalling
them now, except for the fact that Colo-
nel Bryan Insists that the silver ques-
tion Is as much alive as ever, and still
offers to lead his country boldly into
the silver slough from which Japan has
laboriously and proudly extricated it-

self.

AIlEt IXCOMB TAXES POSSIBLE?

If an Income tax Is perfectly uniform.
It will fall on rich and poor alike. Then
will the masses endure It? If It falls
on the rich or well-to-d- o alone, so that
the poor escape, it contravenes the let-
ter, at least, of the Constitution. Then
will the courts sustain It? This Is the
dilemma the problem of an income tax
presents in the United States.

South Carolina has tried an income
tax and found it unconstitutional. Ad-
judication was had, it Is true, In an un-
usual way, for the Legislature repealed
the law In response to popular disaffec-
tion, which, In the end, would have
been manifested in a Supreme Court
decision. The court would have found
on Investigation that the law was un-
just and a species of class legislation.
Tho people found It out for themselves
and acted on It. The statute In ques-
tion was passed in January, 1897, went
Into effect January 1, 1S98, and has
just been repealed. It provided for a
tax to be levied upon the gross profit
and Income of every citizen of the
state, whether It was derived from
rents, Interest, dividends or salaries, or
from any profession or trade, or from
any other source. Up to this point the
law was general. But In fixing the tax
rate it ignored all Incomes below $2000

and made those above this figure liable
to the following percentages:
Over ? 2.000 and up to f 5.000 1 per cent
Over r.000 and up to 7.500 1 per cent
Over 7,000 and up to 10.000 2 percent
Over 10.000 and up to 15,000 2 per cent
Over 10,000 S percent

Prima facie, this Is not uniform tax-
ation, but an Ingeniously devised scale
of discriminations, of which the most
glaring, perhaps. Is the escape of all
Incomes below $2000. If the people had
taken the law very seriously, trouble
might have resulted. But they didn't.
They met the crisis In a truly Southern
spirit of Independence. That Is, they
Ignored the law. The total receipts un-
der It for the entire State of South
Carolina In the year 1S98 are said to
have been only slightly over $7000.
More than one-ha- lf of this was paid in
Charleston. Only nineteen counties
out of forty in the state made any re-
turn whatever, and of these, half a
dozen others turned in less than $50.
When its failure as a revenue measure
became as apparent as Its Injustice p
the taxpayer, the graded income-ta- x

statute of South Carolina was promptly
repealed.

This episode suggests the Interesting
Inquiry how Congress can ever expect
to enact a Federal income-ta- x that will
stand the test of constitutionality. If
it is uniform, the poor won't stand it,
and If it Ib not uniform, the rich won't
stand It. Tet nothing Is more certain
than that, with the Increase cf our ex-
penses and the decline of revenue from
Imports, some attempt In the direction
of the income-ta- x will soon have to be
attempted. But It will make life a bur-
den for the party that undertakes it.

The department store law enacted
nearly a year ago by the Missouri Leg-
islature was carefully drawn, but, de-
spite the caution of its framers, it has
been declared unconstitutional by the

highest court in the state. The purpose
of the law was unquestionably to de-
stroy the department store system.
Merchandise, under the act, was divid-
ed into seventy-thre- e classes, and It
was provided that no person or corpo-
ration should sell at .retail more than
one of the seventy-thre- e classes with-
out a special license. The law was lim-
ited In Its application to cities of 50,000,

and the license fees ranged from $300
to $500 on each class of merchandise.
A case was made up and taken on
appeal to the Missouri Supreme Court,
The lawyers for the state maintained
that the act was of a police character,
but the court holds that the purpose of
the law Is not regulation, but restric-
tion. In its decision the court says: "In
order to entertain legislation of the
character of the act in question the
court must be able to see that Its object
to some degree tends toward the pre-
vention ofsome offense or manifest evil,
or has for its aim the preservation of
the public health, morals, safety or
welfare. If no such object Is discerni-
ble but the mere guise and masquerade
of public control, under the name of
an act to regulate business and trade,
the court will strike down the act aa
unwarranted. Mere legislative assump-
tion of the right to direct and Indicate
the channel and the course Into which
the private energies of the citizen shall
flow, or the attempt to abridge or ham-
per his right to pursue any lawful call-
ing he may choose without unreason-
able regulation or molestation have
ever been condemned In all free

There Is one way in which the op-

position of the Senate to election of
Senators by popular vote may be cir-
cumvented, and a joint committee of
the Pennsylvania Legislature Is at
work upon that way. The Constitution
provides, not only for Initiative in con-
stitutional amendment by Congress,
but also for. initiative by the state Leg-
islatures themselves. Upon application
of the Legislatures of two-thir- of
the states Congress i3 empowered to
call a convention to propose amend-
ments. The Pennsylvania plan, of
course, is to interest the state Legis-
latures in the project. The committee
has passed resolutions In favor of hold-
ing a convention and has sent them to
the Secretaries of State in thoEe states
where the Legislatures are now in ses-
sion, namely, New York, New Jersey,
Ohio, Massachusetts, Tennessee, Mary-
land, Iowa, Kentucky and Mississippi.
It Is not necessary to suppose that
Congress will be obliged to act upon
formal application of two-thir- of the
states. But the agitation the Pennsyl-
vania movement Is able to create
throughout the country may very eas-
ily Induce Congress to act of Its own
accord. The time has arrived when the
people can be trusted to elect their
Senators, and the opposition of Sen-
ators who know they could never be
elected by popular vote should no
longer be allowed to defer or defeat
this much-neede- d reform.

The activities of the boy thief who
took nine of the ten bicycles that were
stolen In Spokane in February are not
moro wonderful than his evident adap-
tation to the profession that he chose.
It Is one of the principles perhaps it
may be said one of the "fads" of mod-
ern pedagogics that the boy should
be left to follow his own bent in the
choice of a vocation. The presumption
is that he will excel In the vocation
that suits his Inclination, whereas In
work that "goes against the grain" he
will always be a plodder. If, Indeed, he
does not abandon It for the life of the
Idler or the tramp. Certainly in this
view the Spokane lad chose his voca-
tion according to a just estimate of his
own abilities, since he could scarcely
have pursued another with such signal
success. The rule, however, proved al-
most too much In his case, as- - It showed
that even a boy with decided tenden-
cies, backed by a wonderful activity,
may be supervised In the choice of a
calling with benefit to himself and to
the community.

There seems to be some mistake
about the report that Emperor Will-la- m

sent a dispatch to his royal grand-
mother, of England, congratulating her
upon the success of her soldiers In
South Africa. At least, nothing Is
known of the dispatch at the English
Embassy in Berlin, nor in court circles
at the capital. The Inference, there-
fore, is that the news romancer, being
fully convinced that this was the gen-
erous thing for the Emperor to do, pro-
ceeded to make His Majesty do it with-
out consulting his Imperial pleasure In
the matter.

The labored arguments of one Ma-goo- n,

which are being used freely. It 13

said, by Senators In preparation of
speeches on the Puerto Rlcan bill, that
the Constitution does not apply to ac-

quisitions until extended by specific
acts of Congress, are without any bear-
ing whatever on the question in hand.
The Issue is whether Congress, having
the power, shall deal justly and love
mqrey, or play the oppressor and the
brute. It Is a question everybody un-
derstands clearly, and If it is not set-
tled rightly, grievous will be the pen-
alty.

Spooner's bill putting the affairs of
the Philippines In the hands of the
President is a good commentary on the
Puerto Rico bill. If the President had
gone ahead with his programme in
Puerto Rico, we should have been
spared this demonstration that Con-
gress is unfit to deal with the colonies.

Leap Year Omitted.
Chicago Tribune.

Though 1900 Is divisible by four It Is no
leap year. The ladies of the present gen-
eration may feel aggrieved over the fact
that they are deprived of the precloud
privileges of leap year for an Interval of
eight years. The fortunate persons born
on February 29 may be glad or sorry, ac-
cording as they happen to desire birthdays
or not. All may be comforted, however,
by the assurance that this state of affairs
shall not bo allowed to happen again for
two centuries. It has occurred only twlco
before since Pope Gregory XIII instituted
the new style calendar. In 15S2. The neces-
sity for dropping three leap years In every
four centuries led to the decree that all
years ending with 00, except these divisible
by 400, should be common years. Thus 1C0J

was a leap year, while 1700, 1SO0 and 1DO0

wero made common yeara The year 2001'

will again be a leap year. The ambitious
maidens who feel aggrieved because tcday
is not February 29, should look at the
matter philosophically. While the fact
may deprive them of a year in which to
make matrimonial proposals, they should
also remember that It may save them from
the chance of being rejected, which fate
any young man of experience can tell
them Is most painful. It also makes the
present year one day shorter than a leap
year, leaving one less day to meet misfor-
tune or to die In and bringing so much
nearer the beginning of tho new century,

in which woman Is confidently expected to
complete her supremacy over the tyrant
man. By the year 000 It will not matter
whether there ore any leap years or not
unless the meek and downtrodden man of
those future days be allowed the leap year
privilege as a remnant of. his former
glories.

PREMATURE REJOICING.

The Danger That Lies in the Puerto
Rlcan Bill.

Indianapolis News.
Speaker Henderson is a very enthusias-

tic and also a very easily satisfied Indi-
vidual. At the close of the Republican
conference last night on the Puerto Rlcan
tariff bill, Mr. Henderson said:

This bill should pass. I oar to you tonight, put
on your armor, and sing glory hallelujah.

It la difficult for a sane man to see any
reason for jubilation on the part of the
Republicans. And if Mr. Henderson, and
the other champions of the policy of tax-
ing the Puerto Ricans for the benefit of
the American tobacco and sugar men, un-
derstood how strongly the people feel on
the subject, they would not show much
disposition to Join in a hallelujah chorus.
There Is not one good argument In favor
of the bill. On the contrary, it is the prod-
uct of the worst influences and tendencies
of the Republican party. There is a pre-
tense that It Is for the benefit of the
Puerto Ricans, but on that point we should
think that the Puerto Ricans themselves
were the best Judges. And the only voices
that have come from the island have been
eloquent In bebalf of free trade. Tho
American Governor of Puerto Rico, Gen-
eral Davis, sent to the Senate yesterday a
letter. Inclosing five petitions asking for
free trade, signed by several hundred to-

bacco merchants, growers and manufac-
turers. General Davis says:

In my frequent reports to the department, I
have very fully slated the gravity of the Indus-
trial situation. I cannot. In any words at my
command, overstate the urgency and gravity of
the Industrial paralysis now existing In Puerto
Rico. The only remedy for the Industrial con-
dition I can suggest is the opening of markets
for accumulated surplus of productions and the
establishment of such trade conditions by Con-
gressional legislation an will give confidence to
Investors and encourage the development of the
natural resources. Until this Is done-- , the par-
alysis must continue, and the poor and helpless,
In Increasing numbers, must be fed, or they will
starve to death.

Yet Mr. Cannon says that the pending
bill has been "misunderstood," and that
it is intended "for the immediate relief
of the Puerto Ricans by providing them
an equitable means of raising $1,000,000
annually in an emergency." Mr. Cannon
Is entirely mistaken. The bill Is not mis-
understood. It is understood only too well.
The people know who Is back of it. And
if the men at Wasngton had the slight-
est appreciation of the strength of public
sentiment against the bill, they would not
think of passing it. Wash-
burn, of Minnesota, does not put the case
too strongly when ho says:

In my Judgment, the whole business Is Im-

politic and and Is receiving the
earnest condemnation of the American people.
Leaders cannot afford to disregard public esntl-me- nt

do pronounced.
It Is the duty of the people to make their

representatives at Washington realize the
real condition of affairs. For, evidently,
they know nothing about it. As we have
seen. Speaker Henderson is most enthusi-
astic over the bill. Mr. Landls, of this
state, thinks that the people of Indiana
are not interested In the question. And,
generally, there Is an entire and pitlablo
Ignorance In regard to the feeling of the
people. We warn the Republicans onco
more that they ore inviting serious criti-
cism and pocs'.ble defeat.
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BIG BRITISH SUBSIDIES.

Five 3Iarlnc Mail Lines of Flrat--
Ratc Importance.

J. W. Root in March Atlantic
There are five of the British mall subsi-

dies which may be classed as of first-ra- te

Importance, namely, to the United
States, India and tho Far East, Austra-
lia, the British West Indies and South Af-

rica. The last-nam- Is a colonial con-

tract and "beyond the control of the Brit-
ish Government, the governments of South
Africa having only recently concluded
terms for its renewal. There is another
important service, namely, with Canada,
for which 00,000 per annum is paid; but
this has been In the melting pot so often
of late and we cannot yet be quite sure
that It has emerged In its final shape that
it is difficult to discuss, particularly as it
Includes the overland service via Van-
couver to China, Japan and Australasia.
There are one or two smaller contracts,
like those for West Africa and South
America, the latter.being regulated strictly
by weight of matter carried. Of the five
we are to deal with, provision has been
made for the current year as follows:

K,000 for the United States, divided
between the Cunard and White Star lines,
outward to New York only.

245,000 for India, Straits Settlements,
Ceylon, China and Japan, paid to tha
Peninsular & Oriental Company, outward
and homeward.

170,000 for Australia, divided between
the P. & O. and Orient companies, out and
home.

80.000 for the West Indies to the Royal
Mail Steamer Packet Company, out and
home.

SO,000 for South Africa, divided be-

tween the Union and Castle Mall lines, out
and home. After September, 1000. this
will be Increased, under the new contract,
to 133,000.

Before discussing the details of these,
It will be as well to add that there is a
further annual payment made to four com-
panies, amounting to 50,000, for the right
to call upon certain steamers as armed
cruisers in the event of hostilities between
Great Britain and a foreign power. This
is divided between four companies, name-
ly, the Cunard, White Star and tho Penin-
sular & Oriental, named In the preced-
ing list, and the Canadian Pacific Railway
for its Pacific mall steamers, the largest
amount any one of them receives being

15,000, and for the total, 10 or 11 of the
finest and quickest steamers in the world
can at very short notice be added to the
British navy. A good deal of comment
has been made upon the circumstances
that none of them were at first chartered
for the conveyance of troops to South Af-
rica, but It must be borne In mind that
tho subsidy Is paid for retention for fight
lng purposes, and not as transports,
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NEVER HEARD OF THE WAR.

Chinese Who Refuse to Believe That
Japan Defeated Tliein.

The Ignorance in which the Chinese
Government keeps Its people, In respect to
its international relations, la demonstrat-
ed by a letter written by Joseph Walton,
a member of the British Parliament, who
has just returned to London from, a tour
In China, Japan, Corea, Indo-Chl- end
India. Mr. Walton says that In one of the
most densely populated provinces of the
Celestian Empire the war with Japan has
not been heard of, and the inhabitants re-

fuse to believe that their country has ever
been defeated. Mr. Walton's letter, in
part, is as follows:

"I traveled 1600 miles up the Yang-tsz- e
to Chung-kin- g. For the first 1000 miles
I went up by steamer, and then by Chinese
houseboat up the rapids and gorges of the
Yang-tsz- e, only accomplishing 70 miles in
nine days. Then I was met by Mr. Archi-
bald Little's launch. In which, In the same
period, I traveled 3S0 miles. The last 400
miles was through n, the object-
ive of the British Burma & Upper
Yang-tsz- e Railway.

"On both sides of the river, which at
Chung-kin- g I found to be three-quarte- rs

of a mile wide at low water, the country
was cultivated like a garden. I saw
thousands and thousands of commodious
homesteacs surrounded by clumps of bam-
boo and orange trees, with patches of
ground of the richest alluvial soil, culti-
vated without a weed and producing two
and three crops of opium, tobacco. Indigo,
sugar cane, etc. It was a new world,
whose people had never heard of the war
with Japan, and who refused to believe
that China had ever been beaten by that
country. It was a. land ofpeace, plenty

and civilization. I walked scores of miles
through farms, villages and towns, and
was everywhere treated with courtesy and
civility.

"At every place we touched the popula-
tion turned out en masse to see our lit-
tle puffing launch forging Its way up
against the current, this "being only tho
second time that this part of the river had
been so navigated. I afterward came down
the rapids in the launch It was the first
time they had been shot by a steamer-accomplis- hing

the journey of 457 miles
from Chung-kin- g to in 31 hours
of steaming. Over and over again the lit-
tle craft was practically buried In the
seething rapids. The possibilities of trade
in this region are so vast that they can
scarcely be estimated. On the Upper Yang- -
tsze alone there are 5000 trading Junks,
each manned by some 100 men, making a
total of 500,000 persons engaged in the
carrying trade fearless men of fine
physique."
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RIGHT FOR OXCE.

Colonel Bryan Correctly Sizes Up the
International Fraud.

New York Times.
Mr. Bryan cannot talk all the time

without now and then speaking words
of truth and soberneiss. We agree with
two propositions stated in the following
reply of the Democratic and Populist
chief in answer to the question whether
the silver sentiment was dying out:

No, It Is not dying out, and the editors who
continue to say that It Is Know better. The ac-

tion of the Republican party In amending the
currency bill as a last resort, so as to revive the
promise of International blmetallsm. Is a

that the gold standard Is not satisfac-
tory, and no Republican editor can explain that
amendment except by acknowledgment that It Is

an attempt to thrust fraud upon the American
people.

The first assertion must be taken sub-
jectively. In regions exterior to Mr. Bry-
an the silver sentiment has pretty much
got through dying out. It is a memory,
the reminiscence of a habit or state of
mind, not a sentiment, passion or motlvo
of action. But In the mind and "bosom
of Bryan the sentiment lives. There it Is
deathless. It fills him and Inspires him
far more than the causa of

for which he does only perfunctory
lip service, and opposition to trusts, which
he knows to be a practical question be-
yond his powers of understanding.

But he never In his life said a truer
thing than that the blmetallsm amend-
ment to the Senate currency "bill was an
"attempt to thrust fraud upon the Ameri-
can people." It is quite Impossible to
fool Bryan as to silver frauds. He is an
expert.

We shrink from a contemplation of the
pain that will be Inflicted upon those
sanguine foes of William Mc
Klnley who had concluded that the silver
question was "a back number" by these
evidences, of the continued devotion to
that cause of the only opponent of the
Administration who stands a ghost of a
chance of being nominated at Kansas
City.
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A Few Remarks on War.
O great corrector of enormous times,
Shaker of o'er rank states, thou grand decider
Of dusty and old titles, that heal'st with blood
The earth when It U sick, and cur"st the world
O' the pleurisy of people: I do take
Thy .signs auspiciously, and In thy name
To my design march boldly.

Shakespeare ("Two Noble Kinsmen").
Let It suffice that no state expects to be

great that Is not awake upon any Just
occasion of arming. No body can be
healthful without exercise, neither nat-
ural body nor politic, and, certainly, to a
kingdom or state, a just and honorable
war is the true exercise . . . and
serveth to keep the body In health; for In
a slothful peace, both courages will effem-
inate" and manners corrupt. Lord Bacon
("The True Greatness of Kingdoms and
States").
No more shall commerce be all In all and Peace

Pipe on her pastoral hillock a languid note.
And watch her harvest ripen, her herd increase.
Nor the cannon bullet rurt on a slothful shore.
And tho cobweb woven across the cannon's

throat.
Shall shako Its threaded tears In the wind no

more.

Let It go or stay, so I wake to the higher aims
Of a land that has lost for a little her lust ol

gold.
And love of a peace that was full of wrongs and

shames.
orrlble, hateful, monstrous, not to be told.

.nd manj- - a darkness Into the night shall leap
And ehir.e in the sudden making of splendid

names,
And noble thought be freer under the sun.
And the heart of a people beat with one desire.

, Tennjwon ("Maud").
e

Outm Is Onrn Already.
Hon. Richard Olney In March Atlantic.
While the Spanish war ended In the

acquisition of Cuba by tho United States,
that result was neither unnatural nor
surprising, but something sure to occur.
If not in the year 1S93. before many years,
and If without war, then by a cession
from Spain more or lees compulsory in
character. It may be thought at first
blush that to speak of "the acquisition
of Cuba by tho United States" a3 a fact
accomplished is inaccurate. But the ob-
jection is technical and the expression
conveys the substantial truth, notwith-
standing a resolution of Congress which.

and futile at the time of its
passage. If now influential at all, is sim-
ply prejudicing the interests of Cuba and
the United States alike. No such resolu-
tion can refute the logic of the undisputed
facts or should be allowed to impede the
natural maroh of events. . . . This
(false position) will end when Congress
c oases to Ignore its functions and makes
Cuba in point of law what she already is
In point of fact, namely, United States
territory. Were there to be a plebsclte

j would bo favored by practically the entire
I body of the Intelligence and wealth of

the Island. Until It Is reached, capital will
hesitate to go there, emigration from this

. country will be Insignificant, and Cuba
t will fall to enter Into that new era of

progress and development, industrial, po-

litical, and social, which are relied upon
to Justify and ousht to justify the substi-
tution of American for Spanish control.
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French Defeneration.
George McLean Harper In March Atlantic.

In one great historical movement, how-
ever, France has not occupied as promi-
nent a place as Germany and England,
namely. In the religious and moral refor-
mation which became widespread In the
lfith century, and 13 still operative In all
Teutonic countries. Every attempt to es-

tablish generally the reformed principles
in France has been crushed by tho arm
of despotism, or thwarted "by the folly and
shallowness of Protestant nobles, or nul-

lified by the lukewarmness and moral fee-

bleness of the middle classes. To the fail-

ure of France to grasp her opportunities
In this respect. I believe, we must at-

tribute a decadence, moral and physical,
which is becoming precipitate, and which
bids fair to reduce her to a secondary
rank among nations.

0'The Best Odds.
Chicago Post.

"Some professor says that only 10 per
cent of tho marriages are happy ones."

"Well," replied the sweet young thing,
"even in that case let us remember that
the odds on marital happiness are about
10 per cent better than those on a happy
splnsterhood."
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III Snit Suits.
Richmond Dispatch.

Dasher Why do you wear such awfully
loud clothes, old chap?

Masher So that I cawn't heah my tailor
when he comes awound to collect the bill,
don't you know.
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This Serious World.
Boston Courier.

"Young man, this is a serious world."
"I know t, Uncle. It's so serious that

it; makes me laugh,"

NOTE AND COMMENT.

History repeats Itself, but It takes tha
historical novel to repeat tho repetitions.

Buller Is not so disgruntled at "Bobs'"
success that he cannot climb on the band
wagon. y,

San Francisco's Chinatown bids fair to
become known as the Kentucky of. Cal-

ifornia.

The clock has beauty, eke the grace
To modestly Ignore It;

Although he hat) a striking face.
He holds his hands before It.

There may be nothing Immoral In Wil-
lie's play. "The Iron Tooth." but If there
Is anything in a name it ought to bo"
pulled.

Once there was a pious churchman.
So religious was his bent.

That he wouldn't spend his money
If It happened to be Lent.

David Starr Jordan Is doing the talking
now. The honorable company of college
presidents always manage to have a rep-

resentative before the public.

Richard Harding Davis speaks of tha
British army as ours. But there Is no
danger that the British army will em-
ploy tho same pronoun in speaking of
Davis.

Never mind, my little fellow. If the fates hay
made you small.

For there ain't no size restrictions used by;
fame.

Take the cas3 of "Bobs," for Instance, though
you couldn't call him tall.

He's the biggest man In Britain. Just the
same.

An Inventor claims a patent for a ma-

chine to turn wind into heat. He will not
get it. This machine has been turning
out heated debate ever since orators first
differed in opinion.

Der Kaiser Wllhelm. who mitt Gott
Is bcsslng of der Deutscher Land,

Beliefs his beebles nefer nott
Ills falue lcvlte cann understhand.

Und so he aeks der Reichstag of
Von millions dollars efery year,

Als egstra tokens of dere lof.
Fur him zu buy more weln und bier.

But. ach, der Kaiser has forgot
Zu shpeak of any ralsa fur Gott!

Bourke Cockran is disgruntled because
our Consul at Pretoria has only 24 cycles
of this wise old world to his meagefj
credit. However, If Bourke's pompousnesaj
would only allow him to know it, un- -j

fledged chins have achieved perhaps just!
as momentous things as he ever attempt--e- d.

At the tender age of 24 years, Pitt
ruled the British Empire. It does not
have to be said that if Bourke would
ransack history for the names of thoso
who have set the world agog, he would bo
ashamed of his own years. The fountain,
of youth would "be a good thing for our

Bourke, because its Ju-
venescent blessedness might enable him tc
lucubrate over the wholesome science of
rationalism and the beneficent practice o
economic thought.

Now that many persons are going afield
to look for the flowers that bloom In the
Spring, they should bear in mind that it Is
at this time poison oak la the most viru-
lent, and take care that while looking for
flowers they do not find this pest. As the
leaf buds are just swelling now, they are
more fuliy charged with poison than the
leaves when fully expanded, and it Is
more difficult to recognize the noxious
shrub, so great care should be taken not
to come in contact with It. J. F. Drake,
the enthusiastic botanist, will Indorse thai '

advice, as he was badly poisoned on Wash-
ington's birthday and Is still suffering
from his mishap. He had taken advant-
age of the holiday to go cut on the hill
near Oswego to look after a plant of a
beautiful evergreen species of huckleberry,
which he and M. W. Gorman found grow-
ing there some six years ago, and which
Is not a native of this section. They have
been keeping watch of this plant to seo
whether it blooms and bears fruit on Its
strange location or not, and It was whllo
looking around In the brush for this plant
that Mr. Drake came In contact with the
poison oak.
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Do Conventions Pnyf

Chicago Tribune.
Chlcagoans feel grateful that neither

national convention is to come here. So do
the residents of other cities where such
bodies have met during this generatlon-Th- e

point has been reached where tho
Presbyterian General Assembly is no long-
er sought for. It has to offer Itself to sec-

ond and third-rat- e cities. Soon the na-

tional committees, instead of offering con-

ventions to the highest bidder, will bo
begging cities which have the facilities
to allow those gatherings to be held there,
and to agree not to make the delegates
pay ruinous prices for ithe accommodations
furnished them. Under the auction sys-

tem they are bled mercilessly. The pro-

gramme sketched out by the Kansas City
hotel men is evidence of that. But what
can be more natural? If a city buys a
convention It Is bound to get its money
back, and there is no way in which It can
do It except by plundering delegates and
visitors.
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Puerto Rico as a Province.
Washington Post.

If Congress undertakes to rule Puerto
Rico ns a foreign province; if It passes a
bill Impcfing a duty on its products, the
Constitution will not be damaged. Thero
will come a time in the very near futuro
when In that quiet little room between tha
hails of the two houses, that law will fall
dead by the same Instrumentality that has.
In times past, laid out acts of Congress
over which great battles had been fought
in Senate and House. It would be better if
Congress would avoid blundering, but its
mistakes do not impair the Constitution.
That instrument is in robust health and
In safe keeping.
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Gettlnjr Ahead of Him.

Chicago Post.
"You spend your money lavishly," soma

one suggested.
"True," replied the billionaire, "but I

would rather spend it myself than wait for
my partner to sue me for it."
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Heart's Sunshine.
Anne B. Wheeler In Boston Transcript.

Oh. If only those who love us
Would but tell us while we live.

And not wait until life's journey
Ended H before they give

The smile we hungered after.
Tender words we longed to hear.

Which we listened for. but vainly
For many a weary year.

There Is much of pain and oorrow
All must bear, and bear alone. ',

Yet how helpful Is the sunshine
Of a cheery look and tone I

How It brightens up life's pathway,
And dispels the shadows grim,

" And rtotore3 our shattered Idols.
Which we built In days now dim.

Then bestow your sunshine freely!
Let It shine from out your eyes.

Let It speak In warm hand pressures.
Let It breathe In heartfelt sighs,

Let It cheer the fainting spirit
Of some brother In distress.

Let It thrill our Jarring voices
With a note of tenderness.

Fcr In ourvlng fellow-morta- ls

We best serve the Father, too.
And In lightening their burdens

Ours grow light and fade from. vitVf,
And a sympathetic nature

That vibrates to others' needs
Is a bit of God'e own sunshlnt

Quickening to noblo deeds.VJL


