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THE BLOOD OF A NATION.

President Jordan, of Stanford Uni-
veruity, In his Chicago lecture of last
Bunday added to the proof already in
lexistence that he is &8 very superficial
‘thlnker_ and, from the standpoint of
historical fact, & very ignorant charla-
tan. His statéement that “the present
‘Anhabitants of Great Britaln were &
mere shadow of thelr forefathers in
point of braine and health” is utterly
"writhout foundsation of fact. The armor
wormnm by the great English warriors
of history shows that they were, as a
Tule, Inferior in stature and girth to
the saverage well-nourished Englishman
Jof today. The increase in the average
duration of human life during the last
Nty years, as shown by the insurance
tables, refutes this sweeping statement
of President Jordan., The great redue-
ton in the rate of mortality from dis-
ease among Bngilsh soldlers and sall-
ors in Africa and Indls, compared with
60 years ago, and the wvast reduction
wvompared with 160 years ago, 1s proof
«f the nonsense of Dr. Jordan's state-
ment sbout the degeneracy, physical
and mental of England's people. The
marches performed by Lord Roberts in
the recent pursuit of Cronje were equal
to the military performances of her
past, and her soldlers of today have ex-
hibited more than the endurance and
health of the English soldier of fifty
¥ears ago. But the most stupld state-
ment made by President Jordan was
that war sape the best blood of a na-
tion; that the killing of s0 many youths
of & nation during time of war accounts
for the existence of a weak nation,
both mentally and physically. He
quotéd France as an lllustration of the
detérioration of a great nation, through
War, saying:

I think war more than any other agency de-
otroye 1the vitality of a netion Take, for in-
Elnnos, the present Brittah-Boer wur. The best
Peprescniatives of hoth countries are now on
The field of battle. War not only makss widows,
but 1t prevents many marriages

Here {8 a wvery sweeping,
statement. Tt is doubtless true that
such Inressant war as was waged
against all Europe by France from 1792
to 1515 had an injurious influence upon
her people, because after 1807 and the
peace of Tilglt the Napoleonic wars
were waged In mere wantonness with-
out eny justification of even enlight-
ened seifishness; but In a broad sense
it is true that no great forward step
toward humane progress or eniarged
Iiberty has ever bheen accomplished
pave through war. As a rule, the world
bhas ridden further toward liberty and
away from absolutism upon a powder
cart than upon any other means of
transportation.

It cannot
that she has

shallow

be feirly sald of France
become degenerate in
mind or body, for her noblest literature
has been produced by the generation
whose fathers fought under Napoleon,
as did the father of Hugo and the
father of Dumas. It cannot be sald
that the Frenchman of today Is defi-
plent in warlike hardlihood, for the Ger-
Inans confess that the French soldlers,
though commanded by inferfor Gener-
&is, llke Bazaine and MacMahon,
fought with all the hereditary valor of
the men whose grandfathers won Wa-
gram and died heroleally at Waterloo.
It will not be pretended that France is
degenerate In the sense that Spain
has degenerated from the Spain of
Charles V,

From the days of Alexander the
Great, every grent forward movement
In the evolution of civilization has been
won by war. The conguest of Persia.
Egypt and India carried the torch of
Greek literature and civillzation from
Asia Minor to the Indus and the Hy-
daspes. The only great peoples of the
mncient world, the only great peoples
of the modern world, have been the
warilke nations. 2o long as Rome was
& stout soldler, she defied the world,
but when Rome became too rich and
Juxurious to make war save through
hired bandsg of mercenary barbarians—
that is, when Rome ceased to feel that
sbe had any mission or duty save to
*eat, drink and be merry, lest tomor-
row we die,” Rome's fate prefigured the
fate of all nations that elther cannot
fight or will not fight. In a broad, phil-
ofophical love and war have
Salways made the world go round. A
world without love is not more Incom-
prehensible than a world without war,

Aguln, as to Great Britain, President
Jordan, referring to her, says that “the
nation that unds its destiny on war
must reach speedy decay.” Here 18
ancther shmllow remark; for while no
nation founds Its destiny solely on war,
¥el wars oocur in the history and prog-
ress of every nation; and to iis wars
&very nalion its maln opportu-
oty for advancement. It is universal
history that war must clear the way,
or thers will be getting ahead
Take Great Britaln, whose downfal]
President Jordan so airily predicts.
How was her growth made? The ac-
tual expansion of Britain began with
the wars of Commonwealth, and the
great Britlsh ravy took its rise in
them; while the British army dates from
the reign of Dutchk Willilam. Between
the Revolution of 1688 and the battle
of Waterloo, Great Britaln waged
geven great wars, of which the shortesat
Jasted seven years and the longest
about twelve, Out of 127 years, 64
Years, more than helf, were spent in

ESE,

OWes

no

"war, Yet that was the period of lheJ

making of the British Empire. Presi-
dent Jordan's lectures and books are
vaiuable, perheps, In the distinction
they establish between philosophism
and philosophy. That s, President
Jordan is a philosophist rather than &
philosopher.

PLUCKING THE “COLONIES™

What are the Republicans of the
country golng to say Iin their approach-
Ing conventions ou the guestion of
commercial Intercourse between our
country and its new possessions? They
can hardly escape the necessity of de-
fining their position, for the question
is a highly important one. It s stmply
the question whether there is to be free-
dom of commercial intéercourse betwesn
all the people who are under the flag,
or whether the “colonles” are estates
to be worked for the benefit of monop-
olists of the “mother country.”

It is useless to say that we are glv-
ing the islands liberty, unbounded Mb-
erty, in every department save that of
trade; for commercial monopoly is the
essence of all oppression, Is it to be
our policy to fine the people of these
new dependencies for the benefit of
home tradera? The House of Reéepre-
sentatives has laid that down os the
rule to be followed. If It be pursued
and persisted in, It will raise moment-
ous issues. It Is no answer to say that
the blll passed by the House claims
very littie. What It does clalm Is un-
just, and the judgment of the country
will so hold It The policy places the
islands, not iz the position of colonial
or outlying territories of the United
States, but In that of conquered states
or plantations. It cuts off the benefit
to be derived from a connection which
should be mutual; and In effect it pro-
claims the essentially barbaric doctrige
that one community should be treated
a8 the property of another and the
fruits of its industry confiscated, by
some absolute right, whether of con-
quest or otherwise,

This doctrine cannot hold. It Is mo
similar to the claime against which our
ancestors rebelled, and asserted and
established our Natlonal independence,
that it is odlous to the American people
from history and tradition, from sen-
timent and conviction, Nothing can
commend such a4 policy to the people
of the United States. The passage of
this blll by the House s proof that
protected monopolies have been fed till
their greed Is Insatiabie, and till they
have come to regard robbery through
tariffs &= their inalienable right. 1f the
Republican party would be delivered
from the dangers that threaten from
this source, it should beseech the Sen-
ate to reject the bill, and stand by the
original recommendation of the Presi-
dent. It is amazing that so many Re-
publican members, right in the begin-
ning, should have allowed themseives
to be overborne, and whipped Into this
scheme.

Republicans of Indiana, It is sald, In-
tend in the Congressional conventions
this week to make an effort 1o set their
party right on this subject. It would
be excellent to see them set an exam-
ple to the Republicans of the country,
for it Is very much needed.

A XEW IDEA OF “SUBRENDER.™

When & man has to make & long and
powerful oration on a question of the
hour, he may, unless his position ls
very sound, have Lo use some material
that s not of the very best. So Mr
Bourks Cockran, in arraiguning English
clvilization as a synonym of oppres-
sion and tyranny, and apostrophizing
the Kruger oligarchy as an enlightened
Republic in custody of lberty, cannot
be too particular about his cholce of
WEAONS, He Il compelled 1o go on
record with thla sort of thing:

It 12 smid agaln that the people of this coun-
try must resnain neutral This ie ae it abould b
But I doeny that this country has bedn meutr
There waz long before this war in oth
began a question lstweran England
United Stulens reganiiag the Alaskan bw
Thers was & clalm pending. [ dom't
mement this wur began
ahould kave made a claim agalns §

I 46 say that the ady
not have besn delny
Al that time to bhe ned
Administration had g
this war we
Lrosopes
hostie

In this passage Mr, Cockran puts bhe-
fore the world & new kind of surren-
der. He will have difficulty, we sus-
pect, in getting for his ldea of surren-
der any conslderable vogue,

IL is true thet we had a claim as to
the Alaska boundary. Our claim was
that the land we were in possession of
and had been In possesgion of for many
years, Including Lynn canal, was ours,
It is & poeltion we stil]l hold. We
cupy the land. We have not offered,
s0 far as appears, to get out of L

What were we 1o do? Great Britain
may have had a counter-claim of some
sort, but what it was nobody knows
None was ever formulated. And if one
had beén formulated, was it our busi-
ness tor offer to force Great Britain to
formulate her counter-claim and fight
for It?

There was mno alllance with Great
Britain, says Mr, Cockran, sueeringly
but there was surrender. If a man
stends his ground and the other fellow
goes off about his business, it is, ac-
cording to Mr, Cockran, & cases of sur-
render. If he Is right, the worid has
been using & word (ll-advisedly for sev-
eral bundred yesrs.

foreing that cin
1 ever have tegut. The Canad
huve had sbundant business at
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One phase of paremtal irresponsibil-
ity had lurid fllustration in the terri-
ble casuaity In Thurston eounty, Wash-
Ington, Saturday evening, as reported
in a dispatch from Olympia, Three
children, of the respective ages of 5,
7 and 9 years, were left at night in
charge of another child of 12, while the
parenis “‘want 1o &2 dance.” The houss
caught flre, presumably from the ex-
plogion of an alr-tight heating stove
in the lower room, and, In splte of the
herolc efforts of the litile girl, to whom
parental duties were delegated while
Lhe father and mother Were away “en-
Joying themseives” Lhe three Infants
perished in the flames and the little
girl was hergelf seriously burned before
making her escape from the second-
story window. It is, of course, needless
to add that these derellet parents are
sorry, Indeed, they are no doubt “dis-
tracted with grier” Nothing comes
easler than censure, when disaster fol-
lows dereliction of doty. The "I told
yvou so0” or “You might have known
it" falls easily from the lips, even of
those who think but lightly along lines
of prudence and responsibility, before
penalty Ims overtaken carelegsness. It
is, however, In no captious spirit that
The Oregonian points to this incldent
as an always possible result of leaving
young children slone unul far in the
night In & house in which, of necessity,
there is fire. It is gratifying to be-
lleve that parentsl irresponsibllity sel-

ally a shocking disaster similar to the
one above reporied indicates that the
risk is taken more frequently than the
vory commonest instinet of parential
duty justifies. The risk In such a case
is one to which parents have no right
to subjfect thelr children, Involving as
it dees in lonely country places posai-
bilities of harm even greater than that
of perishing in Aames of their own in-
conslderate kindling.

FROOF OF THE FUDDING.

An honest man with an open mind
ought (o atiach some measure of
weight to the experience of Japan with
the gold standard. 1In {ts abandon-
ment of sllver for pold, the Flowery
Kingdom had opportunities of singular
felicity. It bad no historic crime of '73
to be explated. It was free to Act
without regard to the *“dollnr of our
daddies,” the divine ratlo of 18 to 1, the
sacred money of the Comstitution, the
crown of thorns and cross of gold, the
money of ultimate redemption, the per
caplty, and the ancient fetich-worship
of “bimetalism.” All that Japan had
to do, therefore, was to declde between
silver and gold on their merits and act
accordingly. She had tried silver, and
didn‘t llke it. So she determined to try
guld. Now she has experience enough
to form a conclusion of thelr compara-
tive merits.

Not long ago The Oregonlan dis-
cussed at some length a report con-
cerning the gold standard In Japan re-
cently made by S, Uchida, the Japagese
Consul at New York City. Since then
a complete copy of the report has come
to hand, and in It we find these asser-
tlons:

Frices have ceased (o fluctuonie
with the ups and downs of the sll-
ver markoet as they did in tormer tnea. The
elimination of tha: risk froan business oaicuis-
tions la resulting in A sound developinent of our
Industries and conumesroe

Tiie fact W clearly shown by the enormous in-
crease within the last two years of the clears
ingn of the nasocizied banks in Toklo and Osaka,
the two greal cenlars uf buriness aclivily la cur
conntry; In the favaerable oomAlilen of our for-
elgu trade: the sinability of prices for
agricniturn]l products nod the wages

In =il deallngs the pur-
chasing power of the money used for payT
i at par wit
Joying the b

domnentis

onl
for enterprise which
on the same MOBILEry (eTTis
to the standard of value for all paymentis, pres-
ent and defarred, am are offered Ly those coun-
tries that are campeting for Lthe commersinl su-
of the world. All barriers Lo foreign
ments in Japan have bean removed, un-
aintles regurding the uniz of vale
ary symiem bave hean allr a . &nd
Japan bas mrisen from an Inferior sil-
ver-using nation te equal rank with
all nations that are controlling fac-
toras im industrial development ot
the world.

The goverument has been anved Trom the losss
it formerly austained from a full in sliver, oo
forelgn payments of contracts for shig
and other purp Its bosids are mow
mand at & Jecreusing eremt mate. Ils eredit
s mow mo firmlis
mand whaleve

is

L may at any time re-
guire, This gives o frm basis for confl.
denee in private Indastries and com-
mereve,

These comparisons of conditions un-
der the sliver standard with conditions
under the gold standard have so famil-
far a sound that some of our Populist
friends will be tempted to conciode the
Japanese Government has been appro-
prieting editorials from The Oregonian,
And they in truth only restate-
ments of the elementary facts about
money, which have been set out in
thess columns for twenty-two years
Perkaps there s little use in recalling
them now, except for the fact that Colo-
neél Bryan Insists that the silver gues-
tlon Is as much alive as ever, and stil
offers to lead his country beldly Into
the sliver slough from which Japan has
lab pusly and proudly extricatad jt-
self.

are

ARE INCOME TAXES POSSIBLE?

If an Income tax Is perfectly uniform,
it will fall on rich and poor allke. Then
will the masses endure 117 If 1t falls
on the rich ar well-to-do alone, so that
Lhe poor escape, It comravenes the let-
ter, at least, of the Constitution. Then
will the courts sustaln it? This Is the
dilemma the problem of an income tax
presents in the United Stotes.

Bouth Caralina has tried an Income
tax and found it unconstitutional. Ad-
judication was had, it Is true, in an un-
usun! way, for the Legislature repealed
the law in response to popular disaffec-
tion, which, In the end, would have
been manifested In a Supréeme Court
declsion. The court would have found
on investigation that the law was un-
Just and a species of class legisiatlon.
The pecple found It out for themselves
and acted on it. The statute in ques-
tion was passed In January, 1897, went
into ecffect January 1, 15698, and hns
just been repealed. It provided for a
tax to be jevied upon the gross profit
and Income of every citizemn of the
state, whether it was derived from
rents, Interest, dividends or salarles, or
from any profession or trade, or from
any other source. Up to this polnt the
law was general. Put In fixing the tax
rate it ignored all incomes bhelow 32000
and made those above this figure llabls
to the following percentages:

Over § 2000 and up to§ 5,000, .. ....1 per eent
wer 5000 and up to g ceseas 10 per Camt
wer  T.000 and up te 10,0 £ par cemi
Over 10000 and up to 15,000 244 per cent
Over 16000 ..... e cess.d  per cetil

Prima facle, this Iz not uniform tax-
ation, but an Ingeniousiy dewvised scale
of discriminations, of which the most
glaring, perbaps, is the escape of all
Incomes below 32000, If the people had
taken
might have resulted, But they didn't.
They met the erisis 1o a truly Scuthern
splrit of independence. That is, they
ignored the law. The total receipts un-
der it for the entire Btate of South
Carolina In the year 1898 are sald to
have been only slightly over $7000.
Afore than one-half of thls was pald in
Charieston. Only nineteen counties
out of forty in the state made any re-
turn whatever, and of these, half a
dogen others turned In less than 3$50.
When its fallure 88 & revenue measure
became as apparent as its injustice to
the taxpayer, the graded Income-tax
statute of South Carclina was promptly
repealed,

Thie epleode suggests the interesting
Inquiry how Congress can ever expect
to enact a Federal Income-tax that will
stand the test of constitutionality. Ii
it s uniform, the poor won't stand it,
and If it is not uniform, the rich won't
stand It. Yet nothing is more certain
than that, with the Increase of our ex-
penses and the decline of revenue from
imports, some attempt in the direction
of the Incame-tax will soon have to be
attempted. But It will make life o bur-
den for the party that undertakes it.

The department store law enacted
neariy & year ago by the Missouri Leg-
isintu=e was carefully drawn, but, de-
spite the cautlion of its framers, it has

| dom takes this form, though occasion- |

A

| been declared unconstitutional by the

the law very seriously, trouble |

highest court In the state. The purpose
of the iaw was unquestionably 1o de.
stroy the department store system.
Merchandlse, under the act, was divid-
ed Into seventy-three classes, and It
was provided that no person or corpo-
ration should sell at retail more than
one of the seventy-three classes with-
out a special license., The [aw was |im.
ited in Its application to clties of 50,000,
and the license fees ranged from $300
to §500 on each cluss of merchandise.
A case was made up and taken on
appeéal to the Missouri Bupreme Court.
The lawyers for the state maintalned
that the aet was of a police character,
but the court holds that the purpose of
the law !s not regulation, but restric-
tlion. In its decision the court says: “In
order to entertaln legislation of the
character of the act in question the
court must be able 10 see that its object
to some degree tends toward the pre-
vention of* some offense or manifest evil,
or has for its aim the preservation of
the public health, morals, safety or
welfare, If no such object is discerni-
ble but the meres gulse and masquerads
of publie control, under the name of
an act to regulate business and trade,
the court will strike down the act as
unwarranted. Mere legislative assump-
tion of the right to direct and indicate
the channel and the course into which
the private energies of the citizen shall
flow, or the attempt to abridge or ham-
»er his right to pursue any lawful call-
Iing he may choose without unreason-
abie regulation or molestation have
ever been condemned In all free gov-
ermmenta.””

There is one way In which the op-
position of Lthe BSenate to election of
Senators by popular vote may be cir-
cumvented, and & joint committee of
the Pennsylvania Legislature 1s at
work upon that way. The Constitution
provides, nct only for lnitiative In con-
stitutional amendment by Congress,
but aiso for initlative by the state Leg-
izsletures themselves, Upon application
of the Legislatures of two-thirds of
the states Congress 8 empowered to
call & convention to propose amend-
ments,. The Pennsylvania plan, of
course, s to Interest the state Legis-

ures in the project. The committes
has passed resolutions In favor of hold-
Ing & convention and has sent them to
the SBecretariea of State in those states
where the Legisiatures are now in sea-
sion, pamely, New Yark, New Jersey,
Chilo, Massachusetis, Tennessee, Mary-
lund, lIowa, Kentucky and Mississippl
It Is not necesgary to suppose that
Congress will be obliged to act upon
formal application of two-thirds of the
slales. But the agitation the Pennsyl-
vania movement I8 able to create
throughout the country may very eas-
iy induce Congress to act of Its own
accord. The time has arrived when the
peopie can’be trusted (o elect their
Senators, and the opposition of Ben-
ators wWho know they could never be
elected by popular wvote should no
lomger he allowed to defer or defeat
this much-needed reform,

The activitles of the boy thief who
took nine of the ten bicycles that were
stolen In Spokane in February are not
more wonderful than his evident adap-
tation to the profession that he chose.
It Is one of the principles—perhaps it
may be said one of the “fads""—of mod-
ern pedagogics that the boy sheuld
be left o follow his own bent in the
choice of a vocation. The presumption
Is that he will excel in the vocation
that sults his inclination, whereas in
work that “goes egainst the grain" he
will always be a plodder, If, indeed, he
does not abandon It for the life of the
the tramp. Certainly in this
the Epokane lad chose his voca-
tion according to a just estimate of his
own abilities, since he could scarcely
have pursued another with such signal
success. The rule, however, proved al-
most oo much In his case, as It showed
that even a boy with decided tenden-
cles, backed by a wonderful activity,
may be supervised In the choice of a
calllng with benefit to himsell and to
the community.

idler or

View

There seems (o be some misiake
about the report that Emperor WIll-
lam eent a dispatch to his royal grand-
mother, of England, congratulating her
upon the success of her soldiers In
South Africa, At least, npothing Is
known of the dispatch at the English
Embassy In Beriin, nor In court circles
at the capltal. The Inference,
fore, I8 that the news romancer, being
fully convinced that this was the gen-
erous thing for the Emperor to do, pro-
ceeded to make His Majesty do It with-
out consulling his imperial pleasure In
the matter.

The labored arguments of cne Ma-
goon, which are belng used freely, it s
sald, by Eenators In preparation of
speeches on the Puerto Rican bill, that
the Constitution does not apply to ac-
quisitions until extended by specific
acts of Congress, are without any bear-
ing whatever on the question in hand
The lssue is whether Congress, having
the power, shall deal justly and love
mercy, or play the oppressor and the
brute. It iz & question everybody un-
derstands clearly, and If it Is not set-
tied rightly, grievous will be the pen-
alty.

Spocner's bill putting the affairs of
the FPhilipplnes in the hands of the
Presldent is 2 good commentary on the
Puerto Rico bill. If the President had
gone ahead with his programme In
Puerto Hieo we should have been
spared this demonstration that Con-
gresa (s unfit to deal with the colonies.

Leap Year Omitted.
Chicago Trihune.

Though 150 s divisible by four it 1= no
leap yenr. The ladies of the present gen-
eration may feel aggrieved over the fact
that they are deprived of the precious
privileges of leap year for an interval of
eight yeare. The fortunate persons born
on February 3 may be glad or sorry, ac-
cording s they happen to desire birthdays
or nmot. All may he comforted, however,
by the assurance that this state of affaire
shall nat be allowed to happen agaln for
two centurles., It has occurred only twice
before since Pope Gregory XIIT instituted
the new style calendnr, in 1553 The neces-

ty for droppling three leap years In every
four centuries led to the decree that all
vears ending with 00, except thome divisible
by 400, ehould be common years. Thus 160
wast o leap yvear, while 1700, 1800 and %0

were made common years. The yoar 2000

will again be a leap year. The ambltious
maldens who feel axgrieved becauss today
is mot February 25, should ljook at the
maiter philosophically, While the fact
may deprive them of a year In which to
make mairimonial proposals, they should
akio remember that it may save them from
the chance of belng relected, which fate
any young man of experience can lell
them I8 most patnful. It aleo makes the
present year one day shorter than a leap
yoar, leaving one less day to meot misfor-
tune or to dle In and bringing so much
nearer the beginning of the new century,

there- |

| £15.m0

| ocAn

in which woman ls confldently expected to
complete her supremacy over the ty t
man. By the year 2 It will not matler
whether there are any leap years or not—
unieas the meek nnd downtrodden man of
those future days be allowed the leap year
privilege as & remnant of his former
glories.

PFREMATIRE REJOICING.

The Danger That Lies in the Fuerto
Riean HiIL
Indignapolis News,

Bpeaker Henderson is a very enthusias-
tle and also & very easlly satisfied Indl-
vidual, At the closs of the Republican
conference last night on the Puerto Rican
tariff bill, Mr Henderson sald:

This bl ahould pase. [ exy to you tonight, put
on your armor, and sing glory halieiujah.

It & difMcull for & aane man to see aAny
reason for jubliation on the part of the
Republicans. And If Mr, Henderson, and
the other champions of the policy of tax-
Ing the Puerto Ricans for the benefit of
the American tobacco and sugar men, un-
derstood how atrangly the people feel on
the subject, they would not show much
disposition to join in a hallelufah chorus,
There Is not one good argument in favor
of the BilL. On the contrary, it is the prod-
uct of the worst influences and tendencies
of the Republican party. There is a pre-
lense that It Ia for the benefit of the
Puerto Ricans, but on that point we should
think that the Puerto Rlcans themselves
were the best judges. And the only volces
that have come from the island have been
eloquent In beralf of free trade. The
American Governor of Puerto Rico, Gen-
eral Davis, sent to the Sennle yesterday &
letter, Incloslng five petitions asking for
free trade, signed by several hundred to-
bacco merchantsa, growers and manufsc-
turers. General Davis says:

In my frequent reports to the department, [
bave very fully stated the gravity of the indus-
trial sruation. 1 camnot, In any words at my
command, overatate the urgency and gravity of
the Industrial paralynis mow existing in Puerse
Rico. The only remedy for the industrial con~
ditton | can sugzwet s the opening of markets
for arcumulated surplus of productlons and the
establishment of much trade conditiens by Con-
Eremional jegiziatlion as will give conficence to
isvestars and cnoourage the development of the
natural resourcest  Until this is dome, the par-
alyelis must continue, and the poor and helpless,
is inoreastng numbers, must be fed, or they will
slarve lo death.

Yet Mr. Cannon says that the pending
bill has been “musucdersioud,” and that
it s intended "for the immediate rellet
of the Puerto Ricans by providing them
an equitable means of rassing §1L0M,000
annuaily In an emergency.” Mr. Cannon
I= entirely mistaken. The bill Is not mis-
undersicod. It is understood anly too well
The people know who s bask of It, And
if the men atl Waossngion had the slight-
est appreciation of the strength of public
eentiment against the bill, they would not
think of passing li. Ex-Senator Wash-
burn, of Minnesota, does not put the case
tco strongly when e says:

In my judgment. the wholé businees Is Im-
politie and {(l-advised, snd ls receiving the
earnest condemnation of the American peopls.
Leaders cannot afford Lo disregard public e=nti-
menl s profoouncsd,

It is the duty of the people to make thelr
representatives at Washington reallze the
real condition of affalm. For, evidently,
thsy know nothing about it. As we have
sean, Speaker Henderson is maost enthual-
astic over the bill. Mr. Landls, of this
state, thinks that the people of Indiana
are not Interested in the gquestion. And,
genernlly, there I8 an entire and pltdable
fgnorance in regard to the feeling of the
people. We warn the Republicans once
more that they are inviting serious critl-
ciam and poisible defeat.

BlG BRITISH SUBSIDIES,

Five Marine Mnfl Lines of First-
Hate Importance,
3. W. RBoot in March Atlantlc.

There are five of the British mall subsi-
dies which nizy be classed as of first-
rate importance, namely, to the United
States, Indin and the Far Hast, Austra-
U, & Britlsh West Indles and South Af-
rien. The last-named is a colonial con-
tract and Deyond the control of the Brit.
Ifh Government, the governments of South
Africa baving only recently concluded
terms for ite renewnl., ‘There i# another
important service, namel with Canada,
for which £60,000 per anoum ls paid; but
this has been in the melting pot so often
of late—and we cannot yol be quite sure
that it has emerged in its final shape—that
1t is difficult to disouss, particulariy as It
Includes overlund service via Van-
couver to China, Japan and Australasia,
There ara ong or two smaller coniracts,
like those for West Africa and South
America, the latter,being regulated strietly
by welght of matter carrled. Of the five
we are to deal with, provislion has been
made for the current year as follows:

L1200 for the Unlited Sintea, divided
between the Cunard and White Star lines,
outward to New York only.

L2EN for India, Stralts SBettlemants,

China and Japan, pald to tha
Peninsular & Oriental Company, outward
and homeward,

£170,000 lor Australla, divided between
the P. & O. and Orient campanies, out and
hame.

EM.00 for the Weat
Mall Steamer Poacket
horme,

£00000 for Bouth Africa, divided be-
tween the Unlon and Castie Mail lines, out
and home After Beptember, 1900, this
will be Incrcased, under the new contract,
to £135 00,

Before dispuming the detalls of these,
It will be as well to add that there s a
further annual payment madas to four coms-
panles, amounting 50,000, for the right
call upon certaln steamors as armed
crulsers In the event of hostlilties between
Great Britaln and a forels poOwer.
is divided between four companles, name-
Ir. the C ard, White Star and the Penin-
sular & Oriental, numed In the preced-
ing list, and (ke Canadian Pacific Railway
for its Paclfic mall steamers, the largest
amount any one of them recelves belng

an the 1t or 11 of tha
and e In the world
at very e e ndded to the
Britiash navy deal of comment
has been made up the circumstanccs
thit none of them were at first chartered

the

Indies to the Royal
Company, out and

T total
juickest sis
short ne

finest

for the conveyance of trocps to South Af- |

rica, but it must be borne In mind thsat

| the subsidy la pald for retention for fights

Ing purposes, and nol a5 (rapsports,

NEVER HEARD OF THE WAR,

Chinese Who Hefuse to Belleve That
Japan Defeated Them.

The Ignorance in which the Chiness
Government koeps {ts people, in respect to
I*s internatlonal relations, & demornstrat-
ed by a letter written by Joseph Walton,
& member of the British Parilament, who
hns just returned to London from a tour
in Chlna, Japan, Corea, Indo-China nd
India. Mr. Walton says that In one of the
maost densely populated provinces of the
Celestinn Emp!re the war with Japan has
not been heard of, and the inhabltants re-
fuse to belleve that thelr country has ever
been defeated. Mr. Walton's letter, In
part, ia as follows:

“] traveled 1600 miles up the Yang-tege
to Chung-king. For the first 1000 miles
1 went up by steamer, and then by Chinese
houseboat up the raplds and gorges of the
Yang-iase, only accomplishing 70 miles in
nine days. Then 1 was mat by Mr. Arcal-
bald Little's launch, In which, In the same
period, 1 traveled 350 milas. The last 400
miles was through Bsu-chuan, the object-
tvo of the Britlalh Burma & Upper
Yang-tsze Rallway.

“On both sides of the river, which at
Chung-king 1 found to b three-quarters
of & mile wide at low waler, the country
was cultivated llke a garden, [ saw
thousands and thousands of commodious
homesteads surrounded by clumpa of bam-
boo and orange trees, with patches of
ground of the richest alluvial sofl, culti-
vated without & weed and producing two
and three crops of oplum. tobacco, indigo,
sugar cane, etc. It was a new world,
whose people had never heard of the war
with Japan, and who refused to belleve
that China bad ever been beaten by that
country. It was a land of peace, plenty

This |

and civilization. I walked scores of miles
through farms, villages and towns, and
was everywhere treated with courtassy and
civility.

“At every place we touched the popula-
tlon turned out en masse to see our lit-
tle puffing launch forging Its way up
against the current, thia teing only the
second time that this part of the river had
been so navignted. I afterward came down
the rapids In the launch--it was the first
time they had been =hot by & steamer—
accomplishing the journey of 457 miles

Chung-king to I-Chang in 31 hours
of steaming. Over and over agaln the lit-
tle craft was practically borled in the
seething rapids. The possibilities of trade
in this segion are 80 vast tha
ecarcely be estimated On the U
tage alone there nre OO trad
each manned by some 1M men, making a
total of 500,000 persoms enzaged In 3
carryicg trade—fearless men of
physique.”

RIGHT FOR ONCE,

Caolonel Bryan Correctly Sises Up the
Interuantiosal Fraod.
New York Times.

Mr. Bryan cannot talk ail the
without now and then epeaking
of truth and soberness. We agree
two propositions stated In the foliowing
repiy of the Demoeratic and apuilst
chief in answer to the question whethet
the stiver sentiment was dying out:

Ko, It I» not dring out, and the editors whe
ontines to say thet (t e inow betier. The ac
tlen of the Republican partly n amen K the
currency bill as a last resart, 8o A8 o revive the
promise of intermational bimetailam, » a col-
femmion that the pold standard s oot salisfac-
tory. and no Republican edil n explaln that
amendment exoept by acknow ledgment
an attempt to thrust traud upon the American
peopie.

The first assertion must be taken sub-
Jectively. In reglons exterior to Mr. Bis-
an the siiver sentiment bas pretty much
got through dying cutl. It Is & memory,
the reminiscence of a habli or siate !
mind, not & sentiment, passion or motive
of action. But In the nd and bosom
of Bryan the sentiment lives. There It &
dexthiess, It & bim and inspires him
far more than the cuuss of a !
ism, for which h ]
lip service, and oj
he kpows to
yond his pow

But he never In his
thing than that the t
ment to the Senate ¢
“aitempt to thrust fre
can people.™ 1t s
fool Bryan as to siiver
expert.

We ahrink from a co
pain that will be
sanguine antl-impe
Kinley who hs ¢
question was
evidances, of
that e
Administration
chance of
City.
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A Few Remarks on War,

<n It ia sich,
the pleuriey of people:
Thy sigrs auspich y. and ln thy name
To my dealgn march bholdly.
—Shakespeare (T'wo Noble Kinsmen')

Let It suffice that no sta
great that I= not awake
occaslon of arming
healthful without
ural body nor p :
kingdom or state, just and
war (& the true exsrciie
serveth to keep the b
& slothful peace, both ¢
Inate and manners corrupl
(""The True Greatness of K
States™).
No more ahmll commerce be all in all aad Peaoe

Fipe on her pastoral hillock o languld
And wateh her harvest ripen. ber herd Incromse
Nor the cannon ballet rost on a slothful shore,
And the cobwedl woven across r

throat,
Shall shake ita threaded team In the wind no
mofe.

o

No

exorpiss,
and, ce

h

heaith; for in

4 will effem.-

-Lard Hacon
gdoms and

the caunco's

Lot it go or » s0 I wahs to the higher almn
Of a land that hes Jiet for a
wold
And love of a peace that was full of wrones and
ahames
grrllzk. hateful, monsirous, not 10 be (ol
nd many a darkneas into the night shall leag
And shilne In the silden making of spls
namen,

And noble thought ba Creer under the sun,
And the heart of a peopis §

Hitle her of

Caba Is Ouars Already.

Hon. Richard Olney In March Atiantie.

While the Bpanish woar ended in the
acquisition of Cuba by the Unlited States
that result was n r
surprising, bui som ing sure 1«
If not in the year 1398 ms
and If without war, by
from Spaln more or
character. It may ©
blush that to speak of ““the
of Cuba by the United States™ as 2 i
necomplished !s pccurate. But the ob-
Jeetion s techn and the expression
conveys the subs tial truth, mnolw
standing a resolution of Con wi
H-advised and futile at the tima of
passage, If nrow uential at all,
ply prejudicing t interests of

¢ Unlted Bintes al'ke. No su

in can refuts the logle of the o
facts or ghonld be allowed t
natural march of ecvents,
(faise positlon) will end when Congress
coases to Igpore lis functionz and makes
Cuba in point of law what she alren
in point of fact, namely, Uni
| territory. Were thers (0 be a
‘on the subject, such a oconsur
would be favored by ctically th
body of the Intelll and
the island. Until
hesitats to go there, ¢
country will be In®
will fail to enter
progress and development, industrinl, p
Htical, and social, which are relled up
to justify and ought to jusiify the substl-
tution of Americun for Spaunish control

unnatura

before

then

iLls

French Degeneration.
George Melean
In one great historical move
ever, France has not occupied as
nent a place as Germany and Er
namely, In the reilgious and moral r
}mn:!an which became wid !
18th century, and ls still o
| Teutonle countries, Every att
|labliuh generally the reform
in France bas besn crushed
of despotism, or thwarted by
| shallowness of Protestant nob
| Hfed by the lukewarmness &
| bleness of the middle classe
ure of France to grasp her on
in this respect. 1 bel Ry
tribute a decadance, mor
which is becoming preci
bids falr to reduce her
rank among nations.

Harper in M

and which
a secondary

The Hest Odds,
Chicegn Post

“Some professor says that
cent of the marriages @

“Well,"” replied the saw

“aven in that case |

the odds on marital hs

10 per cent better ithan those on a heppy
spinsterhood.”

His Suit Suits.

Richmond Dispatch.
Dasher—Why do you wear such awfully
loud clothes, old chap?
Masher—8o that I ¢cawn't heah my tallor
when he comes awound o coilect the biil
dom't you know.

Thin Serions World.
Boston Courler.
“Young man, this Ils & serious worid.”™
1 know it, Uncle. Ii'e sp serious that
_I_E makes me lnugh'

with |
. | regzntative before the publle,

NOTE AND COMMEXNT
History repeats itself, but It takes the
historical novel to repeat the repetitions.

Buller Is not so dlsgruntled at "“Bobs' ™
success that he canpot citmb on the band
wagon.

San Francisco’s Chinatown bids falr to
become known sa the Kentucky of Cale
fornia.

ske the grace
r lenor
ough he hae o etr

He holds his hanids

ng Ince,
=fure it

There may be nothing lmmoral in Wl
lie's piay “The Iron Tooth.," but if there
anything In a name It ought to be
puiled.

Cmece there was a plous churchman,
Eo religious was his bent,

Thaut he wouldn't spend his money
If it happesed to he Lent

David Btarr Jordan ks doing the talking
now. The honorable company of collage
preeidents always manage to have A Ted=

ichard Harding Davis apeaks of the
i ng ours. But thers Is po
Britizh army will em~
pronoun In s=peaking of

army
that

the

ne

same

my little fellow, if the fates have
you small,
V't no slze restrictions wesd BY

“Hoha, ™ for instance, though
all him tall

H biggest man In

MATIE,
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o Conventions FPay
Chicago Tribune.
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Getting Ahead of Him.

Chicags Post,

your money lavishly.”

the bilil

1 It myself
me for it
Sanshine.

: Boston Transeript.

naire
than wait for

to eue

Heart's
Wheet

we ltve,

we hung 1 altsr,
=oria we longed 1o
limened for, but valnly
y & WeATy Year.

¢ pain and porrow

1] henr alane,
! is the runskine
ol and tone!

*s pathway,

hine freely!
UM OUL YOy sYes,
warm land

For in marving fellow-mortals
We best sarve the Father, tog,
And in lightenieg thelr hurdens
Oura grow light and fade from viewm,
And n sympathatic nature
That vibhrales to others’ nesds
Is & bit of God'w own sunshing

Quickening to noble deeds




