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FORECASTS IN POLITICS.

The political outlook is that the Re-
publicans will nominate McKinley and
the Democrats will nominatse Bryan.
Beyond that, it s not aliegether clear
what will happen.

There Is & great deal more dissatls-
faction with McKinley in the Republi-
can ranks than there i» with Bryan in
the Democratic ranks. It Is clear that
EBryan will recelve a great many gold
Democratic votes that were denled him
in 188; it Is clear that McKinley Is not
a8 strong with the masses of the party
&s he was In 1596, either In New York or
New England, where thousands of Gold
Democrats and Independents who dis-
fiked McKinley woted for him reluc-
tantly because they dreaded Bryan and
detested his platform., Among this
great body of Gold Democrats and In-
dependentsa, the prevalling feeling s re-
ported to be one of profound disgust
for McKiniey's administration. Me-
Einley has tried to carry water on both
shoulders in the matter of the tariff,
while the prominence of Hanna, his in-
fluence at the White House and in Con-
gresg, and the feeling that he ls virtu-
ally President, are reported to have
brought McKinley Into lncereasing dis-
repute with the Independent voters of
both parties. While McKiniey ia clear-
Iy weaker with the Gold Democrats and
Independents than he was in 1806
Bryan will be supported this year by
many men who voted for McKinley or
Palmer, or did not vote at all, n 1896
There 18 a visible tendency of former
Gold Democrals in the direction of
Pryan. The hitterest anti-Bryan papers
of the South in 1806, like the Charleston
News and Courier, and the Richmaond
{Ve.) Times, declare for Bryan this
wear. If the Gold Democrats and In-
dependents sustain Bryan in New York,
he would be dangercusly llkely to carry
the State. This would be not because
they do not dislike Bryan, but because
fhey disilke and distrust McKinley
more. Gold Democrats and Independ-
ents say that Bryan, even if elected,
will be practically powerless to reverse
existing financis! conditions, and that
free siiver, while a theoretical oalam-
ity, hes ceased to be & practical danger
for the present. Conservative Gold
Democrats and Republiean Independ-
ents are reported as saying “the Inter-
ests of the Hepublie have less to fear
from the triumph of what is called
PBryanism now than from the continu-
ance four years longer of the govern-
meat by phutoeracy into which we have
drified under McKinley.”

Leading Democrats say that,
while Cleveland was elected In 1882 on
a platform declaring for tariff for rev-
snus only, nevertheless the Democratic
Congress refuse] to enact It, but sub-
stituted protection with discerimination,
They say aleo that Bryan elected on &
free-siiver platform would not mean
the enactment of free silver, for the
Bryanites cannot posgibly hope to con-
trol the during the next four
yoars, maoreover, that If their
party we in power represenia-
tives in Congress would assume a con-
gervative position, ard all of them from
the business world would vote against
sllver legislation, Many Republicans
alno hold that the passage of the gold-
standard Ll by Congress will elilminate
the financ.al issue from this year's cam-
palgn: if certain tendenclies now
s6 prominent be not checked this year,
there will be a peolitical revolution in
1004 =0 viclent that fte leader would he
& worse man than Hryan and ready to
proceed to gréater lengths of radical-
fsma. These signs of discontent stand
for & state of feellng that might lose
the Repuhlicans such Ftates as Indl-
ans, Ohlo and California. Bryan In
3806 lost no State that was Democratic
$n 1853, 1884 or 1885, but gained the
Btates of Kansus, Nebruska, South Da-
kota, Montanz, Idaho, Nevada, Colo-
rado, Washington gnd Wyoming. He
reduced the Republican majority in In-
fana from 45,000 in 1904 to 18,000 in 1806,
and in Ohlo from 92000 in 1595 to 47,000
in 1808. Kansas went Republican by
RADM in 1866, mand y=t Bryan carried 1t
by 12000 in 1886. He came within a
few hundred votes of carrying Ken-

ky and Callfornia. He s stronger
today In the other States he galned
than In 1896, he retains his hold on the

Hections of the Populista, and, instead
pf belng nomineted by a national con-

ention, cne-third of whose delegates
v it home to sulk in thelr tents or

pte for McKinley, he probably will re-
peive & unanimous and enthuslastic
jomination.

80 Bryan has cleariy a better fighting

hance than he had In 1888 for he I8
lkely to obtain a wvery large acces-
don to his strength from the Gold
Democrais and Independents who voted

gr McKinley or Palmer in 1866. Bryan
no Jonger dreaded as he was In 1808,
ause his opporiunity for mischief
gone by, while a good many Mc-
inley voters of 1506 are not willlng tg
D him Into snother opportunity.

Gold

its

It appears, from testimony brought
befare the Congressional investiga-
pn of the Wardner “bullpen,” in
hich several hundred desperate crim-
s were confined many weeks last
pmmer, awalting adjudication of the
rouble they had brought about, that
men and thelr apologists expect-

i to be provided with first-class hotel
pmodations during their Incargera-

tion. That the outraged citizens of
1daho, for whose protection in Iife and
property these men were restrained of
their lberty, did not consider them
entitled to special privileges, Is, In the
clrcumstances, not strange. If experi-
ence demonstrated to these outlaws the
simple fact that the “bullpen” was a
good place to keep out of, the common-
wealth will be the gainer. To the ex-
tent that this fact is made clear by
the investigation now in progress, it
will be of benefit to mineowners and
peaceably-disposed miners in the outly-
Ing districts of the great West,

TEACHERS' ANNUITY TROUBLES.

The educational authorities of Penn-
sylvania, and notably those of Philadel-
phin, have been for several years ex-
perimenting with the “teachers’ annu-
Ity” tdea through the administration of
& fund raised to carry out the Intent
suggested by the name, This fund is &
composite one, the organization that s
behind It receiving State and Munici-
pal aid, as well as membership dues
from teachers who desire to become Its
beneficiariea, But, with all the effort
and system involved, the affalre of the
association are not In a flourishing con-
dition. On the contrary. those who ad-
minister the fund are in s state of
constant anxisty and perplexity oon-
cerning 1t. Last year it was found
necessary to reduce the amount pald to
annuitants from 81 to 51 per cent of the
salaries which they had recelved at re-
tirement from the servive, Yet, with
this redoction and other economles
practiced, the expenditures for the
yeéar, according to the last report, were
$1327 28 In excess of the lncome. Spe-
cifically, the recelpts were $50,028 73,
and the expenditures §62,356 11, Of the
Iatter, annuitants received §50,219, while
$58% was paid for funeral benefits and
#3565 was returned to those who ceased
to be members

The explanation of the difficulties en-
countered |n making the income meet
the outgo in connection with this fund
e found In the indifference or repusg-
nance of teachers toward becoming
members of the fund. In some Quar-
ters it is sald there Is a strong antag-
onism toward IL. There are 2500 teach-
ers In Philadelphian who are eligible to
membership, and at least 1600 of thesa
withhold thelr names and support from
it, elther through indiference or oppo-
sition.

“It would seem,” says the Publie
Ledger, “that there must be something
radically wrong somewhers when such
& large proportion of the public school-
teachers decline to jJoln an organization
recelving financial ald from the Clity
and BState, which is presumably for
thelr benefit, after they have devoted a
certain number of years to continuous
service In teaching.”

The Independent spirit which it is the
purpese of American institutions to fos-
ter; the self-respecting principle of pelf-
support, which it should be a part of
our educational system to encourage
and dewvelop, are probably at the root
of the difficuitles experienced in the
administration of the affalrs of this or-
ganization. In the first place, publlc
school-teachers generally recelve falr
compensation for thelr time and serv-
lces. Where they make teaching a pro-
fession and follow it for a long term of
years consecutively, there s no reason
why they should reach the end of thelr
Industrial carver penniless or in need of
“aid.” As a c¢lass, teachers are sup-
posed to know something of the princl-
ples of political economy as applied to
Industrial getting and saving, and there
does not seem to be any good Teason
why they should not apply this knowl-
edge o their own affaire. It is in the
nature of impertinence to suppose that
they cannot do so, and to many, judg-
ing from the foregolng figures, in the
nature of an insuit to suppose they will
not. An old age fund, personally ad-
ministered, or in the form of savings
bank deposits, Is much more suited to
the views of the self-dependent wage-
earner than s the community fund
made up of membership dues and State
and Municipal dole.

Many teachers decline membership In
this fund, It is sald, on the ground
that “the organization = run as if it
were & mixed publle and private char-
Iy,” and that applicants for benefits
are treated “almost as paupers.” The
resentful feeling shown I this arraign-
ment of the management of the fund
Indicates the basis of s unpopularity,
No seil-respecling wagc-earner wants
to be, even Inferentially, placed in the
category with paupers, whose “allow-
ance” is to be doled out to them by
“managers.” The remedy is In system-
atie, individual savings from stated
salaries sufficlent to insure a ecomfort-
able living during the years that fol-
low superannuation. This is the safe
and general rule, and there iz no rea-
son why teachers should be exempt
from Its operations,

COALING STATIONS FOR OUR NAVY.

A fart which scarcely needed demon-
stration, but which nevertheless was
fully demonstrated In our war with
8puin, is that modern war flects, with-
out an assured and convenlently locat-
ed coal supply, are as uscless as o col-
lection of rafts at sea. Upon the knowl-
edge furnished by thls demonstration
the Navy Department Is preparing in
peace, as Is seemly, for possible war
by arranging for an indefinite numbor
of " conl depots. While the old saying
that “an army maoves on its belly™ is
true in suggestion of absolute neces-
gity, It Is not the less true that & navy
Is absalutely dependent for efliciency
upon & conl supply that can be fre-
quently r-q-!omape:.l. A 18-knot speed
for battle-ships and a 30-knot galt for
torpedo-boats, with the crulser speed
anywhere between the limits, means
AN enOoTMous ©oal consumption as a
prime requisite In eMclency.

Coal depate for this supply are about
to be established by the Government
at Frenthman's Bay, Portland, Me.;
Portemouth, N. H.; Boston, New Lon-
don, Newport, New York. League
Island, Chesapeake Bay, Port Hoyal,
Eey West and Dry Tortugas, on the
Atlantic Const; at New Orleans, on the
Gulf, and at Mission Rock, Cal, on the
Pacific Coast. One has already been
established at Honolulu, and there Is to
be one placed Immediately at Guam,
while already a good supply of coal is
In store at Manila

This enormous demand for eoal as an
clement of warfare is, fortunately, met
by an exhaustiess supply of American
coal and an eveér-lncreasing production.
With a series of coallng stations reach-
ing round the worlid, we shall soon be
in & conditicn to coal our own vessels,
no matter with what country we may
be at war. The purpoee of the Govern-
ment to leave nothing to chance in
this direction is highly commendable,
as it shows that the contingency that
mat our fiset In Pacific waters In the
spring of 1808, and which was overcome

by the destruction of the Spanish flest
in Manila Bay, will npot agaln confront
an American naval commander,

TWO KINDS OF INDUSTRY,

In the Unilted States during the past,
half-century there has been great
change In the relative importance of
agriculture and manufactures. Capi-
tal in agriculture has quadrupled, and
its output has Increassd one-half in
value; but capital in manufacture is
elx-fold and ite product five-fold what
it was forty years ago, The fact
that manufaciure has made so great
progress, In comparison to agriculturs,
has probably been due In a measure
to tariff alds; but the prime cause I8
undoubtedly the great increase In util-
ity that comes from working raw ma-
terinls into finished product. It repre-
sents the difference botween skilled and
unskilled labor.,

Agricnlture of the commoner sorts Is
the support of milllons in all econtl-
nents, and the world-wide competition
I8 keen since modern transport has
made every market accessible. TYield
iz dependent, of course, largely upon
the peasons and elements; but when
the bounty of nature {s largest, the re-
turn In money is relatively the lght-
est. In manufactures there is less com-
petition, and the public has small
knowledge of cost of production In
any line. It {z easler to market wares
and merchandise at a good profit than
agricultural staples, whose widespread
production makes their cost a matter of
Eeneral knowledge. Good price of man-
ufactured articles does not bring quick
competition, because the general pub-
e know nothing of the profits, and
could not become prompt competitors
if they did kmow; but high price of
agriculturel staples at once attracts the
attention of milllons In both hemli-
spherea, and there is quick productive
competition,

Metals may be cheap: but skill and
knowledge will soon transmute them
into articles of wvalue. For example,
a doliar's worth of steel may quickly
be wrought into twenty times its value
in cutlery or a hundred times its value
in watchsprings; and a few cents'
warth of wool or cotton may readily be
changed into a dollar's worth of fab-
ries. But wheat, corn, oats, ete., may
not be so greatly increasad In wvalue
by change into other food forms., The
farmer is face to face with a condition,
and no theory of cheap money or crafty
legislation can ald him. The manufac- 3
turer cccuples a preferable position,
and the agriculturist has cause to com-
plain when tariffs are framed to benefit
industries that long &ago passed the
“infant" stage.

Tables of increase of capltal and out-
put show clearly the astonighing prog-
ress of manufacturing Iindustry, and
when the census of 1800 Is completed
there can be smsail doubt that greater
disparity will appear against the ag-
riculturist. In 1560 the capltal In man-
ufactures was but $523,246,000, against
$2.067.242.000 In agyiculture, while the
product was £1.019,106,000 for the for-
mer and $1,336,690,000 for tha latter; but
by 18980, thoush capital in agriculture
had risen to $15,882 287,000 and In manu-
factures to $6,136,397,000, the output of
the farms was but §2.460,107,000 against
$9.056,764,000 for the factories. Making
allowance for the fact that farm capi-
tal in many places s nominal rather
than actual, and that much of its in-
erease is due to devalopment of the
country by construction of transporti-
tion lines, yet Il is apparent thet the
manufacturers of the country are get-
ting abead much faster than the farm-
ers.

CONSULAR REFORM SHELVED,

By shelving all the projects for plae-
ing the consular service of the country
on & basis of efficiency, the House com-
mittee on forelgn affairs has apparent-
Iy made an urgently needed reform im-
possible during the present pession,
This action, In view of the tremendous
trade expansion of the country, is in-
explicable. While the exports of the
United States were limited In variety to
a few of the great staples which other
nations had (o purchasé In order to
live, the business unfitneas of numer-
ous Consuls who had been appointed
to liguldate political obligations, though
sufficlently apparent, was not broadly
mischievous. But, now that American
manufactures are Invading foreign
markets In constantly increasing vari-
ety and volume, the demand for com-
petent, active business representatives
sbroad has bécome Imperative.

As frequently shown, the excellenoe
of her consular system has been a
potent factor in enabling Great Brit-
ain to open and control profitable mar-
kets all over the world. The only ob-
Jectlon aguinst following her example
in this direction comes, Indirectly at
least, from the spolis-hunting politi-
clans. The United States should pos-
pesm A tralned and efclent body of
Constils—men selected for fitness and
retained in the service as long as they
perform thelr duties satisfactorily. The
need Is pressing, But Congress seems
to be unwilling to surrender for the
sake of the gereral good the chanee to
reward and pension political parasites
whom a discredited policy has thrown
upon ite hands In other words, It pre-
fers patronage and ita privileges and
posaibilities to the publie Interests.

The Boers have not only evacuated
Natal, but have evacuated Colesberg,
which Is but twelve mbiles from Nor-
val's Pant, the bridge where the maln
llne of rallway from the sea base of
Port Elizabeth in Cape Colony to
Bloemfonteln crosses the Orange River.
With this bridge rebullt, It would be
easy for General Gatacre's forces to
advance to Bloemfontein, distant about
120 miles, rebullding the rallway, If It
ha= been destroyed: and with the
bridge at Bethulie rebullt, there would
soon be rallway eommunication with
the seaport of East London. It is not
belleved, however, that the Boers will
concentrite for defense at Bloemfon-
teln, but will occupy a new fleld.of de-
fense from Harrismith to Winburg and
the line of the Vet River. There is
no lack of strong positions for defenss
from the line of the Vet River North
to Kroonstad. It will be so eany for
the Boers Impregnably to fortify the
passes through the Drakensherg Moun-
talns inte the Orange Free State that
it I8 nol likely General Buller will at-
tempt to force them; but the Boers'
new line of defense could, of course, be
turned In the last resort by an ad-
vance from Mafeking, when rallway
communication with Kimberley {s re-
stored. A strong party of mounted men
and light horse batterles couid smash
the enemy's rallway communications,
while the maln infantry column pushed
direct for Pretorie. Such a movement
would be alfficult from the dry, barrem
nature of the country, but It would

turn any intrenched lpe of defense on

the Vet or Vaal River. It is not more
than 150 milles from Mafeking to Pre-
toria, and a military railway could be
rapidly bulit behind the army to supply
it, as Kitchener did In the Soudan.

Typhold fever has again become epl-
demie in Philadelphia, the result of the
annual freshet In the Schuylkill River,
from which the city water supply 18 ob-
teined. This water Is described as first
brown from the washings of clay, and
then black from coal dust, and loaded
with organic matter to an extent that
defies fiitration as a purifying process.
Bull Run water never loocks so clear
or tastes a0 sweet as when the faucet
Is turned for a drink wherewith to
clear the cobwebs of disgust from the
throat that are formed from contem-
piating the Althy water supply of other
cities. It Is inexplicable that Philadel-
phin, the center of sanitary sclence In
this country, continues to fight typhaold
that is ¢ngendered by an imnpure water
supply year afler year, on any other
basis than a demand for abelishment
of the cause.

The armor-plate for the Russian bat-
tie-ship Retvizan, now being built in
this country, was tested at the Indian
Head trial grounds recently. It showed
a power of resistance which practically
defled projectiles, and demonsatrated the
superiority of armor of the Krupp form
made In America over any former prod-
uct. Five-inch projectiles with a strik-
ing veloelty of more than 2000 feet per
second failed to penetrate more than
two Inches in a five-inch plate; the pro-
Jectiles were broken to pleces, while
the plate was not cracked. Armor, as
it appears from this test, seems to be
getting the better of guns in the end-
less comtest that is being waged be-
tween the two, and American armor-
plate heads the list,

While there is something very human
In the exultation of the British soldlers
as represented In calling the day of
Croenje's surrender “Majuba Day,” It
{ll becomes victors to exult over the
vanquished In a taunting spirit.” Still,
war being & human effort, fed by hu-
man passions, it s not to be expected
that It will develop the graces of for.
bearance and generosity toward a van-
quished foe. Humanity has much to
congratulate itself upon, however, In
that the wounded of contending forces
recelve allke genercus care from the
vietors: that the flag of the Red Cross
is everywhere respected, and that
treachery under a flag of truce belongs
to the history of savage warfare,

The unusually poor quality of pota-
toes ralsed last year in many portions
of the Willamette Valley @demonstrat-
ed the necessity of procuring new stock
for seed. Grown upon the same sofl for
muny years, the necessity of “new
blood™ makes itself apparent by de-
terioration of the product, both in pro-
ductiveness and quality. It ia gratify-
Ing to note that intelllgent farmers
have recognized this fact In regard to
the potato crop, and are shipping in
large quantities of potatoes from other
portions of the country for seed, thus
Insuring a return to standard quality
of this Important agricultural product.

Great Britaln makes war In earnest,
It is officially announced that during
the present month thirty-elght ships,
carrying 35,200 men for reinforcement
of Lord Roberts in South Africa, wiil
safl from Engiand, and during next
month 17,500 men will be ready, for
whom ships have not yet been secured.
Thus the effective British forces In
Bouth Africa will be maintained at a
total of not less than 200,000 men. And
more will be put in, If needed. This
Job I8 to be done so effectively and thor-
oughly that It will never have to be
done again. The short way to perma-
nent peace is through vigorous war.

Questions of all sorts come to The
Oregontan, and many have to be given
private answer. Of late, a surprisingly
larges number are from persons who do
not furnish names as & guarantee of
good faith, but content themselves with
the signature “Header,” or “Bub-
soriber,” and whose questions relats to
matters that are not of public Interest,
It is becoming burdensome to handle
this branch of newspaper work, and
The Oregonian will say agaln that not
only does It want the names of corre-
spondents, but it desires questlons to
be confined as closely as possible to
matters of general concern.

Last week, In New York, at an antl-
trust meeting, one of the speakers was
vigorously applaunded when he asserted
that “the sole purpose of the Govern-
ment ought to be to maintéin justice,
end it has no right to grant corporate
power to anybody.” Here Is confuslon
that is common. In fact, the Govern-
ment grants no corporate powers, The
corporations are formed under State
laws. The main reason why it Is dif-
cult to deal with trusts Is found In the
fact that a multitude of States must be
reckoned with, instead of the Govern-
ment.

An Interesting squabble s on In
Greater New York., Hepresentatives of
the Brookiyn League declare that Man-
hattan is escaping taxation on at least
$200.000.000, which should be listed be-
fore there will be equalization of as-
sessmMents, Brooklynites gay thelr
property is assessed at 70 per cent of
fts wvalue, while Manhattan pays on
but # per cent of its value, and they
are agitating to have the injustice cor-
rected, The troubles over assessment
and taxation never cease,

“PLAIN DUTY.”
Presldent Ought to Speak Out on the
Puerto Rican BRI

New York Times

It is impossible that the President ahould
not be affected by the appeals which are
coming to him from every quarter of the
country to declare himself upon the pres-
ent state of the gquestion of the Puerto
Rican tariff. He fa particularly sensitive
to authoritative expressions of publle
opinion, and It is n good thing for him
and for us that he is so. Hg has man-
aged better by walling to find out what
the couniry thought at several critical
stages of the gquestions growing out of
the Spanish war than anybody could have
done by comsuiting no judgment but his

own.

Now it Is a very serfous sftuation which
oomfronts him, serious in a party as well
48 In a public gense. He has declared that
it is "our plain duty™ to take down the
tariff wail between ourselves and Puerto
Rico. The commiites on ways and means

prepared a bill In accordance with this
recommendation. It afterward altered the
bill to make It & measure for extracting
from the commerce between Puerto Rico
and the United States one-fourth of the
rates charged upon forelgn commerce. Un-
der what Influence this change was made
wecannot know, though we shrewdly

guess, Certalnly It was not on account of
any new light upon the Intérests or the
wishiea of the Puerto Ricans or the “plain
duty’" of the Unitad Statea,

Thia change has wrought a formidable
revolt In thse Hepublican party., & re-
volt which s likely to grow not less, but
more formidable, a8 members hear from
thalr constituents and learn that the peo-
ple regard the substitute proposed for
the dolng of “our plain duty” ag & cow-
ardly and ecruel evasion of that duty.
The President has heen quoted and has
ailowed himself to be quoted on both
sldes of the question. What In needed
ts an authentic declaration trom him as
to where he stands now upon the ques-
ton upon which he took so firm a stand
8t the beginning of the sesuion. The men
and journals who are appealing to him
for such a declaration are not trying to
put him In & dilemma They are not his
enemdes. They would like to be his sup-
porters if he would permit them to be
#o. If he has changed his mind about
“our plain duty,’’ the people bave & right
to his reasons, If he has not changed
iIt, it 1s & “plain duty™ hs owes to his
party, as well as to his country, to say
that Nothing could do more to encou-
age the men who are Nghting for hu-
manity, decency and good faith In Con-
gress than such a declaration. Nothing
could do s0 much to beal the formidabie
and growing schism in the Republican

A LEAF FROM HISTORY,

Homn, Thomas ¥H. Tongue and His
“Soundness™ on Money Question.
Beveral Individuals and some newspapers

have been making splteful thrusts at The

Oregonlan because it made a statement

some time ago that Hon, T. H. Tongue,

among others, had not In former times
been “sound” on the money question, The

Oregonlan will revile not in turn, but will

content {teelf by reprinting the following

letter semt to it by Mr. Tongus:

Hillsboro, Or,, Nov. 5, 1804.-—To the Editor.)
—1 have read with some care your editorials In
day’'s Oregonian, as well as the one <f & few
days ago, In which you deplet the terrible con
stquences of elther the frea colnage of milver
or cslnage of the product of our own mines. It
Is 1o be Inferred from these articles that The
Oregonlan favors the present colnage lawe of
the United States, and i» ready 10 wield it
powerful influence in favor of thelr conilnu-
ance. Let us Jook at those laws squarely, and
mee what they ure and whers they are leading
us. Herstofore our silver mines have lven a
vast source of wealth; they have furnished em-
ployment o thousands of men, who bedame
conmumers of the products of the labor of oth-
ers, and have furnished a good share of tbte
tncreassd alroulation needed by a constantiv ¢x-
panding population to do Il ipcreadlig Lie-
nesa. Nearly all of this has been cverthrown Dy
legislation In the last year. We have reacied
a condition unknown to our previouse himory.
Our silver mines are absolutely wocthieve to us
as producers of money metal If ren (o thelr
full capasity, not one cunce af thylr peutucts
eonld pass through the mints of the Tlailed
States, or get Into ciroulation among ouwr uill-
=ens an money. Noi a dollar of additisral mi-
ver can getl into ciremlation as meoney, oxcept
by redseming a treasury note. When the siiver
le gut out the treasusy note v redesmec «nd
destroyed, and the circulation remune tie FARE,
A vast amount of allver money Is laat and de-
stroyed every year by abrasion anl by acal-
dent, and there i mo way 1o supply ine loem
Constantly inereasing populatlom Crmands -
creamnd sllver clreulation, and the daravd s
lgnored. On the contrary, as the population in-
oregsoa, the silver coin, by asvasiin and de-
struction, conmantly decreasen, This will lead
inevitably, i long caontinusd, to poll Dwn-
ometallam. With tart® laws dJdesigned to in-
creasa our imports, while expocis sre d'mim-
tahing enormously in wvalue, the products of our
Fold mines, inadequate even o pay the ntsrest
on cur publls, private and corporate (nlebled-
nesm 80 Europe, what will be the end? And
where wiil the supply of money be obtained?

A continuance of this lepisiation means con-
stant cemirmction. Scarce money eans dear
money, with increassd purchasing jower; It
means 5 decreass in the price of every oller
mecla of property, resl and personal, In the
eauntsy, and In the city: It means decrease in
the wapesa of all clamss of labor, exiiled and
unskilled, manual and professional. Hut worst
of all It means an enoTmous Incredse In I
debtednees of every clams, publle and private,
with dimintshed power to pay. It wesns corfle-
catlon of the property of he debtur, for the
benefl of the creditor. It will maks the Unlied
Stmten a paradise to the olam <f people who
are sxclusive creditors, but it will make it o
hell for everybody elww. Eves the moest gener-
oua and e exscting creditae will suffer with
the resmt. Having lnaned hils money on property
with only a falr margin &t oll-time valuem
when the power of the deotor 1o pay I8 taken
awhy, he finds himeelf compelled 12 tnke [rop-
erty mbbed of its valze, That It would be down-
right dishonesty to legislate 1o anable the debtor
1w repodinte just financial obliganiions, ls mot
disputed, but it i» equally dishonest. and pro-
ductive of much more hardasip, to Increass Ly
legislation the obligations and burdens of the
debtor for the benefit of the ereditor, IL 's
epay of comprehenslon why England, the cred-
tor Natlon of the waorld, should faver cunurss-
tlon of the world's money and a limitation of
money metal. Having no allver mines of nec*
own, and being & purchaser of poth silver aad
food products, it o equally easy of compreicn-
sion why ahes should use every +fort of diplom-
wey and jegisiation to diminish the valoe of
both; but why the United Slates, a debwr Na-
tlon, with sxtensive sliver and vast stores of
foond products to sell, shiculd voluntarily asnis:
In carrying out the same polley., and Alminwsh
the valus of her own resources, “‘passeth un-
domstanding.' Unfortunately for the wellnie
of the country, It contalne oo many peopie who,
murroondsd by huge blocks of well-secured, ir-
torest-bearing obligntions are interested in leg-
alation that makes mensy dear, and sverytiaisg
tlwe chesp; who, not engaged In productive 'n-
dustries themselves, are anxious (0 ascuie Lo
product of the toll of others at the least pos-
aible outlsy. Unfortunsiely, alm, in thess “evil
days™” (hat have befallsn ua, thess men are pow-
erful In taking lesona of a hard schoolmaster,
and am aoguiring some wvaluable experience.
This §s sbout the only valuahie thing we Mo
aoquiring. When the change comes, and when
the American producers supply the Ameri-
can markeis; when we oease (0 buy of Buroge
what we can buy of ourssives, the same ouixil-
cial leglalation that bricgs about this resuir,
applied to our sliver mines, will make of them
hives of Industry, A1l them with an army of
men, who will purchase suppiles at falr urices
fromm men whe are now staading ke, waile
thelr families are bungry. As business aud pig—-
ulaticn expand., ocur monetary needs will be
conatantly supplied from silver mines on Amer
lesn mull, owned by Amerian ciligens, wurkoed
by American miners, whe In turn supply tasr
peeds from the production of other American
workmen. How this result f sccomplisbed,
placing in circulation the ol product of cor
sllver mines not needed for other uses, gizd will
not exceed probably 30 cente per capita, will
disturb bosiness or commerce or pruve detrie
mental to our fAnapcial symem, I am ot a o
o e,

In this contest It Is greatly 1o be regrected
that The Oregonian, right upon S0 mMany qies-
tikma, should, in the opinlon of many ¢f e
sanchest friends be wrong upon (his shculd
throw the welght of Its vast Influence upon the
hand that, whils oppreming other peopls, Lesra
with equal hardship uwpom the proprietors of
The Oregonlan. The heart of the elitor ia gun-
erally In the right place and eympathizes with
those who are wronged and oppressed. and It
ought to be s0 In this matter. With The Orego-
mlan on the right slde of thiv quemion, the on-
tire West would present a solid frunt against
those who are doing uvs financial wrong and
laying weary burdens upon those leawt able to
bear them THOMAS H. TONGUE.

A Gulieless Chinee,
Bt. Louls Globe-Democrat.

The Chinese Mintster, Mr. Wu, has es-
tablished a reputation for humor so bright
that at times his American auditors hardly
know where to draw the line on his utier-
ances. At a recent dinner the Minister
found himseif in company with Willlam J.
Bryan. When he began to talk he satd he
felt he had beller be discreet. because
there was a4 gentloman present who, he
understood, might occupy the White
House some time and might be in & po-
sitton to hand him his passporig If he
sald something distastefal.

“However,,” continued the Minister,
with that guileless alr which distinguishes
his race, “it Is altogether probabla that
I shall have to leave Washington before
he is President.” And the Minister's au-
ditors are still wondering whether Mr.
Wu was thinking of the practice of fre-
quent changes In the Chinese diplomatic
service, or was venturing an opinlon that
Mr. Bryan's chances were not to be taken

spriously,

FRUITS OF GOOD GENERALSHIP.

The rellef of Ladysmith accomplished
yesterday, s as much due to the fine mill-
tary akill of Lord Roberts an the relfef
of Klmberley and the impending evacua-
tion by the Boers of their line of defense
along the Orange River from Colesberg
Junction and Norval's Poot to Allwal
North., The capiure of Genera! Cronje 18
a mere Ineldent of the campnign. The
saverity of the stroka executed by Lord
Roberts is lllusirated by the faet that
the esame blow which by turning
Cronje’s
forced the Boers to evacute Natal and
thelr oeccupation of North Cape Colony
along the line of the Orange River.

The slege of Kimberley began October
12; the siege of Ladysmith began October
2., As esarly as the mlddle of November
General Methuen started for Kimborley,
won a bloody victory at Modder River
November M, but wns declsively repulsed
at Magersfonte!n December 19 nnd 1L Gen-
eral Gatacre the same week was repulsed
with severs loss near Stormberg Junetion,
and on December 15 General Buller was
severely defoated near Colenso. This suo-
cession of defsats resulted In the dispatch
of Lord Roberts io the Cape with Gen-
eral Kitchener. as chief of stafl.

General Buller waa not (o bhlame for the
fatal blunder of Sir George White In al-
lowing his men to be cooped up in Lady-
smith, for the blunder was committed be-
fore Buller landed at Cape Town, but
Buller, unfortunately for his historical
fame, abandoned his original campalgm
through the Orange Free State, under the
influence of 8ir Alfred Millner. When the
Britlsh reinforcements began to arrive
November 6 General Buller should have
left Ladysmith to look out for itsell,
should have massed his reinforcements
and nt once proceaded to turn the Hoer
position In the Orange Frees Biate, just
Aa Lord Roberts has Inatead of
sending 35,000 men to Natal to waste them-
selves In a frultless attempt rellevs
Ladyamith, his original plan of campaign
should bave been faoilowed out. In that
event he would have saved ail the fine
troops wasted In Methuen's and Gatacra's
advance, and would have saved the 5%
men he nas lost In getting Into Ladysmith
since the first week of December. Buller
only gets Into Ladysmith today becaunsa
Lord Roberts' stroke has forced the Boers
to let go of Natal, The battle which Bul-
ler fought on the Tugela to no purpose
with 35,000 men December 15 he ocught
have fought with succesa in the Orange
Freo State with (0,00 men by the middle
of that month. He would have pelleved
Natal and Ladysmith as promptly as Lord
Hoberts haa done, If, like Lord Roberts
he had mossed his forces and turned the
enemy's position In the Orangs Free Siate,
as he could have done dy the middie of
December If he had not been persuaded
to attempt the rellef of Ladysmith by
facing the entrenched ilne of the Tugeia,

An ahle English soldler, Major-General
Bengough, printed in a recent number
of the DBroad Arrow that It was
political, not strictly military, considera-
tions which led the Britlsh to hoid and
to attempt to relleve Ladysmith., It wns
a great military Blunder originally to at-
tempt to hold Ladysmith, and It was an-
other military biunder to altempt o re-
llove Ladyemith, except as Lord Roberts
has relleved it, Had Buller fought on cor-
rect military principles he would have re-
Heved Ladysmith the firmt week
of December, by massing then
somo 0.0 strong, annd lavading the
Orango Free State. But he divided his
army by sending 35,000 men to the Tugeia,
where they were as utterly useless as If
they had remalned on ahipboard, and the
20,000 he divided up botween Methuen, Gat-
aore and French were too weak 1o make
any diversion from the Hoer narmy
Natal to the defense of the Orange
State. General Buller ks today in Lady-
smith only because Lord Roberts, by his
invasion of Orange Free State, forced the
Boers to evacuste Natal. But for
action of Roberts, General Buller prob-
ably never could have reached Ladysmith.
White's capltulation followed by Buller's
declatve defeat, could not have e
avoided but for Lord Roberls’ Invasion of
the Orang2 Free State.

done.

to

or scond
his army,

Fres

Banded Indebtedness.
LEBANON, Or,, Feb, I
tor.)—Will you piease state through the
ecolumnae of your paper the emount of the
bonded Indebtedness of the Unlied Bilates

and the date of Il maturity?
M. A, MIL

LER.
The bonded debt December 1, 189, was
0.007,060,600, maturing ail the way
the preaent up to 1335. The Treasury De-
partment will forward eircular statement
on application, or fuller Information may
be had from any of the standard almanace,
Does Mr. Miller intend to pay off the d
or Invest In gold bonds?

from

Lest the “Antis™ Forget.
New York Tribune

The anti-imperiallsis cun resolve
the cows come home about violaling
principles on which our Government rests
But the Constitution as interpreted by the
Bupreme Court Is the basls of our Gov-
ernment, and not the notlona of any num-
ber of cranks,

il
the

Dictionaries.
HILLSEBORO, March L—(To the Editor.)
—Which !s considered standard dictlonary,
Webstor's Standard or Century? and which
is moet used? A B

It &z hard to say which s most used.
Elther s accepted as authority.
Stamped,
Chicago Times-Herald.
He-1 can trice my ancesiry back
through nine gonermiions,
She—What elss can you do?
Then he bilnked and looked at her as If
ha wondered where he was and how far
be had dropped,

Like for Like.
leveland Plain Dealer.
Of course. It will be a mistake
Hahnemann statue at Washington
supported by llttle pllars,
Feeullnr Thing About Catting,
Detrolt Journal
It sometimes happens that particular
people cut 4 man unless a particular tail-
or cuts his ¢lothes.

if that
isn't

The Silent Hero.
Catholle Standard and Times,
We bhave heard In song and sory
Of the man behind the gur,
And we gll copcede the glury
Of the wonders Be bhap done.
It's & very noble calling
To arise with gun in hand,
While the men llke leaves nre falling,
For the honor of the land.
But remember, there’a the glory,
Whan the battle haw been wWon,
To be praised in song and stury,
As "the man belind the gun.”

There's unother sort of haro,
And of him the poet’a pen

Never writeth. He's but zero,
In the book of “‘Noble Men."*

Not for gallant deeda In war meant,
Yet, with temper In command,

Hes must sulfer mantal tooment
Neor »ot #0 much oo mise his hand,

Though hle enemies should blind him,
He must et it go at that,

In the theater you'll find him—
Be's ke man Yeblnd the bat™

position  relleved Kimberley |
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NOTE AND COMMENT.

In the meantime we are getting along
fairly well without Aguinaldo.

Tha conduct of the Canadians who were
with Roberts was pot such as to encourage
that Fenlan invasion,

Roberta might ag weil take a rest now,
for it will be impossible to celebrate any
more victories till after Easter Bunday.

Bryan may be sadly In nesd of the bine-
room In the White House after November,
but the country cannot afford to send him
there.

Na, Lueflle, it s not true that omange
blossoms should not bs worn on March
But be a little careful whom you ine
vite to the wadding.

March came like an innocent lamb,
And that o the reason I amb
Frepared to beliove

It has clawa up its glesve,

And lts end will be not worth & damb.

If Roberts had been enly an ordinary
human being, the first thing he sald O
Cronje would have been: “How do you
pronounce your name?”

Winds a-hiowin' soft and sweet
Like a breath o May
~-throngin® on the itreet
r blommed day,
Inin" brightly down
the wiky's bBloe archy
land was & lucky town
1 the first o March.

A Philadelphian notes that a layer of
SNOW OVer the country saves thousands of
doliara to the people by the saving of gas.
Snow I »0 powerful a ref! thit one
can see to read at jeast o hal ur longes
on acoount of it and thus about 15 cents’
worth of gas s saved each evening.

In ons English home,
ress of the campilgn mu
with somewhat divided
had of the housebold, a |
has four sons engugesd with .
two on the side of the Britlsh and two on
the slde of the Boers The farmer hime-
self prays for the success of the Eriush
arms.

At least hie Drog=-
witched

The
1 farmeT,
arming—

In the lan of
Pontas, X
gus lromns,

an insane asylum at
¢ irons, [nstead of
have proved to be pecullariy
whera
one by the patients,
seiting any-

, and as they

ture, they do
exercise of judgment In

eleciric

adapled for insane asylum service,
of the work is
There |8 ao

thing

most
chance o
on fire with th
not the

changing them.

reculre

Governor Roospw a dinner of the
Harvard Club, In New York, on Wash-
ngton’s birthday, made this remark, prob.
ably having in mind the treatment given
his afforts at goxl administratton by the
yellow journals: "I don't want to preach,
but {f T @id T would refer to the Eighth
wnd Ninth Commandments. The first ap-
plles to politiciane, und the other o the
eritics of politicians The mecond class
miy notl be noxlous than the frse,
but they are even meaner.’

more

A "Kentucky Iawyer, Harris,
was given a “remitied in Clnelnnatl

on February 23 on the charge of carrying

Samuel
fine"’
roncealid weapons, The Police Justies
lectured him from the bench, as follows:
“All of you Koentuekians when you coms
to Cincinnat! insist carrying revol-
vers. You do not know how to use n gumn
You elther kill the wrong man or shoob
yourselves [n the fecot, Brave men and
fine women are supposed to ecome from
Kentucky., Whers are your hrave men?
Nina out of ten of your people killed are
shot from behind, through a window, oe
while Ken-
tucky but
she can't slaughter them in Clncinnatl”

upon

somehody Is holding them,

m sinughter her Innocents,

—(To the Bal- |

10 claims 1o be the
de jure Gaov of Kentucky, comes «
of the oldest fumilles In Ko -
Hias father was Willlam N. Beck 3
Nelsgn Ceynty, and his mother Is the
daug? bert C, Wick-
e n the first d hiey

id the office he was
Democracy of Nelson
House of Represe

T

Foungest membes
was often heard In
¢d to stand for re-
by the iate

d at Frankfort dur-

Blackburn-Huntes
s was olected to il out
ired term, nnd stood by
burn during that heated contest. He wins
re-alected 1o that body at the lnst sesnion,
and was made its presiding oafficer
tha" nominee of the Democratic
without opposition.

Rlack~

Renpect for Forelgn Flagws.
' New York Tribun:
The schoolboys who pel the fing on
the Britlsh Consulate nt Chicago should
be treated to some foumd span¥ings. One
of tha hest lessons I jotism that any
hoy can recelve is 1 of treating
forelgners and ¢} with respeet,
'and not thinking lag one to ba
honored by rowdyism.

Dnmnxen,
Reconrd,

broougixt you
and you haven't

Splts and
ndelphin
Tallor — 1
months
cent,
Hanluppe—But
damaged.
I'm afrald 1 shall have to bring
for Jdamnges

sult sixz
pall me A

inis

AED

At didn't sult; it was

suit

The Golden Rule In Texaw
Calvesion News,

When men learn to do unto others as
they would have others do unto them,
horsetrading will have become one of the
lost arta

A Song of Money.
Frank L. Stanton (n Atlents Constitetion.

the oald palms

ent paalme
the eod,

smiled, and

In sackeloth and ashes—bowed d T
Hsard the chime of the dollam, and
thanked God.
II.
It Magted, 1t tingled—It fashed through the
night
To a beggnr who kneit near a manson of lights
And be mid: T shall win her if life will but
Boldt

And he climbed to the heart on a lacder of gohlk

mn

A man heard the sound,

yeer him gathered the darkoess prof

ha sald: ““There s never = God that will

nots.*"

And he strangled the life in a elesping man's
thront.

It Jingled, 1t tingled!
And
And

and,

Iv.

A woman made wild

Hushed oo her mad bDosom the cries of a childg

And she mid- ""How the block night falls hate-
ful and eoid— .

And the wolf at the door would have virtoe for
gold.™

It fingled, 1 tingled

V.
O world, with thy splendors, thy hopes and thy
fears—
Thy plenty of charity—plenty of tearm,
Wa know there's a ralnbow for every dark sky-—
We know there’a a love that no money can buy:
But under the rainbow what jove may be lowt
While the tradesmen still cavil and cast up the
eoat!
It's jingle and tingle In roge and in lace,
Aud we koeel and thank God for the lght of
Hls face.




