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THE WATER

LITHIA

OF HEALTH

Is drunk dally by the elite of society, and the bon vivant, to whom the best of
everything s none too good. Call for It at any of the leading hotels, clubs, bars of

denlers
——THE TRADE

ROTHCHILD BROS.,

20-26 North iIst SL
Wholesnle Agents
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PORTLAND, OREGON
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AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN PLAN:

EUROPEAN PLAN..,..w....51.00, §1.50, §2.00
AMERICAN PLAN

creseaes. §R.00, §2.50, 33.00

THE CELEBRATED

J.H.CUTTER WHISKY

In Bulk and Cases. For sale by

BLUMAUER - FRANK DRUG CO.

RPE®

EXCLUSIVE CARPET
USE

J.G.Mack & Co.

85 Third St
(rp. Chamber of Commerc

THE PORTLAND

PORTLRND, OREGCON

£32

——— T

AMERICAN PLAN
T

COST ONE MILLION DOLLARS

AEADQUARTERS FOR TOURISTS AND COMMERCIAL TRAVELERS

Specinl rates made to families an d vingle gentlemen. The manage
mest will be pleased ar all times te show roems and give prices. A mod.
wre Torkieh bath esinblishment & the bolel. H. C. BOWERS. Masagen

Library Association of Portland

SUARE STRFEY
Between Serealh asd Pest

24,000 volumes and over 200 periodiczls
$5.00 a year or $150 a quarter
Two books allowed on all subscriptions

HMOURS—From 200 A ™M 1o 900 . M. dally, except Sundays and holldaw

THE
 PIANOLA

Is an instrument

by means of which
anyone can play the
piano. It is so
wonderful in its power
that it must be seen
to be appreciated.

it will pay you

to come and see It

THE AEOLIAN CO.

Marquam Bidg., cor. Seventh Street

A |
' Help to 36
' Bookkeepers

Using the eyes upon columns
l of figures is harder upon the
eyves than reading. Every fig-
i ure has to be considered sep-
artely, while in reading we
take In whole words at a
glance. Watching the keys of
! a typewriter is a severe strain
| upon the eyes. If your eyes
tire at your work, or if you
! are subject to headaches, a
palr of glasses to use at your
work will do you worlds of
good.
They will help you to work
all day without tiring.

| WALTER REED
- Eye Speeinlist
123 SIXTH STREET
OREGONIANY BUILDING

o

PUBLIC DEBT STATEMENT.

Ehows n Decrease of Nearly Seven
Milliens in February.

WASHINGTON, March 1.—The monthly
stiatement of the pubdlic debl, issued today,
shows that at the close of business Feb-
runry ¥ the debt, less cash in the lreas-

c J to H.II8 85068 a decrease
. 1 of 760188, This de-
largely accoumed for by the 4n-
crense in the amount of cash on hand.
Recelpts pnd Expenditures,
The monthly comparative statement of

o P

creass IS

t!:.»- recedpts and expenditures of the
United States shows that the total re-
celipta month of February were

the expenditures $37.708.472
us for the month of 37.582-
. elpils from customs were $18,-
BRIE2. a gan as compared with February,

1550 nearly 60000 nternal revenne,
W, Incresse of mbout $1.500.000,
The Tes charged to the War
Department amounted during February to
830,08, & decrease of nearly 6,000,000
Navy Department, $4.045.724, o decrease of
Bia (00,

CLEVELAND IS SICK.

Ex-President Takes No Interest im
Public Affairs.

NEW TORK, March 3 — The Journal
apd  Adver r says that ex-President
Cleveland Is serfously 11 at his home In
Princeton. He is not confined to his bed
but he seldom leaves his room, on the up-
par floor of his home He rarely sees
visitérs, and takes practically no interest
In any events of the world nt large,

Alvin Joslyn Is Dend,

PITTSBURG. March 1.—Charl:s L. Davis
{Alvin Joslyn). the well-known character
actor and owner of the Alvin Theater, of
this clty, died tonight, aged & years.

'= FAIR-CRAVEN SUIT.

Little Progress Made at the Trinl
Yesterdny.

{ BAN FRANCISCO, March L—Ex-Judgs
Sulllvan, who was at one time the artor-
ney of Mra. Craven, was on the witness-
stand In the sult of Mra. Craven against
the Falr helrs today, but owing to the
constantly recurring arguments, objec-
tions, etc., of the opposing attorneys, lit-
ts was accomplished. Finally, after much
questioning, the fact was brought out that
In 1882 Mrs. Craven showed to Judge Sul-
livan “a paper resembling In many re-
spects the marriage contract now in evi-
dence In support of Mra. Craven's clalm.™
Before Judge Sulllvan was excused the
Fair attorneys moved lo have all of his
testimony stricken out, bul the mution
was denled by the court.

IMPRISONED MINERS,

'Fo-r Were Rescued, but Died of
Their Injuries.

REDDING, Cal., March 1.—0Of the elght
miners who were Imprisoned by yester-
day’'s cave-In in the Iron Mountain mine
four were afterwards rescted, but have
died from their injuries. The dead are
David E Ross, A. Cavanaugh, R. Castil-
lon and Alfred Ontes

The four still entombed are: J. Mo
Broom, H. McCalllop, A. Van Buren and
J. Ontes. While the work of rescue Is be-
ng rapldly pushed, it is without expecia-
tion of finding them mllve. They have
been imprisoned over # hours, and, even
If uminjured by the falling rock, have
undoubtedly died for want of air,

| Burted With Military Honors.
WASHINGTON, March 1.—The bodles of
5% soldiers who died In Cuba since the end
of the Spanish war were buried with mill-
| tary honors at Arlington Cemetlery today.

BRITISH WENT WILD

The Country Swept by Torna-
toes of Excilement.

ENTHUSIASM KNEW NO BOUNDS

Thrilling Secenes In the Metropolis
—Joubert Assembling a Force
at Winbarg.

| LONDON, March 2, 4:30 A. M.—Britons
| feel that they are Uving in the presente
of momentous events, Tornadoes of patr.-
otic excitement are whirling througn 1he
country. Even the duilest soul must Qave
been stlrred by the emotions of yesterday,
and London's €.000,000 were ralsed to & hizgh
pitch of patr.otic exultation. It was a
wonderful aight. Old men have noihing
in memory with which to compare ihe
day. - Bome ilkened It W Lucknow, others
talked of the fall of Babastopol. It was a
tme of angular abandon. The usual con-
ventionallties of sociely ceased Lo controi,
and every one knew everybody eise, ali
joning In smiies.

Lord Lansdowne chose the moment 1o
announce estimntes exceeding L61.0009.0,
and rather startied the public by untold-
ing Lhe jrogramme of the War Office 1o
pend out, in addition to the 3,000 troops
now afloat, B0 fresh soldiers. Lord
Roberws will ultimately have a force of
pe KT

An order has reached Woolwich for the
construction of 24 new guns, from three-
pounders to 13-inch guns., Of these, 19
are lo be naval guns. Already 5,000 work-
men are empioyed at the arsenal, and X0)
more will be engaged. Themse declzlons o
send out more troope and to increase the
home armament meet with universal ap-
proval.

The Boers seem to have golten quile
away from around Ladysmith without jos-
ing a gun or their baggage. Van Reenan s
Pass s only about 3 miles from Lady-
smith. The enemy had artillery in sction
Tuesisy, and they utilized probably both
railroads in reireating, sending the heavy
pleces to Pretoria and the lighter ones
into the Free State.

Dr. Leyds says that Genperal Joubert
Is mssembling 000§ men at Wionburg, ™
miles portheast of Bloamfonteln, Colone|
Albrecht, according to a dispateh (rom
Pasrdeberg, affirma that the Boers have
76,000 men left

Whether Lord Roberts is at Bloemfon-
teln now or not, he doubtieas will socon
be dating his dispatches there and using
the town ns his advanced base.

Lord Kitchener's mission |5 10 combine
the forces under Generals Clement and
Gatacre and to advance along the iine of
the rafiroad to Bloemfonteln. The rall-
way will simplify immensely the perplex-
ities of transport.

The conditions at Ladysmith, some of
which weres explained by Charles WIIl-
lams and cabled to the United Biates, are
now better understood. as the military
authoritics no longer retaln their special
Information. It appears that &ince the

(middie of Jansary ile ]
half-starved and altogether 1o weak to
Arag gurs ot to carry cavairymen, Henos
the Imposaibility of dushing out to halp
General Buller attack the Boers. Those
balf-siarved animals were carefully saved
for food.

The disposition to find fault, though
mildly, with the passivity of Blr George
White, disappears as the facts Decome
known. No on¢ Is In the mood now to
criticise anybody, although two or thres
of the morning papers gently refer to the
fact that the War Office. at the ontset of
hoatilities, rejected Lord Dundonald as un-
fit to be a golller, whereas It was he who
organized the Coloniaja,

Emperor Willliam, Emperor Francle
Joseph and King Humbert hbave tele-
graphed congratuiations to the Queen.

IN LONDON'S STREETS.

Seenes of Jubilation Almost Unprece-
dented.

LONDON, March 2, 2 A, M. —Unt{l mid-
night London gave tself up to the wildest
expressions of joy. From the Mansion
House 10 the West End all the leading
thoroughfares were constantly paraded by
cheering crowds, Intermittently bursting
Into patriotic songs Bands msarcilng
through the streets assisted with stralns of
jubilation, and the same exultant notes
were to be heard at every place of public
gathering throughout the metropolls.

The Wenst End clubs cafes, the restaur-
antx and the public bulldings were all
brilliantly liluminated, and their interfors,
even to the tables, were beautifully deco-
rated with flags., bunting and ingenious
arrangements of electric lights,

At all the music halls patriotic songs
were given. the people rising and joining
amid scenes of unbounded enthuslasm
Hardly a person could be met with who
was not wearing the Natlonal emblem in
Lthe shape of a tricolored rosetta or ribbon.
The blograph representations of leading
Genernls and heroesa of the war were
grested with tremendoux acclamations
Omne striking feature of the rejoicing was
the great number of American flags Inter-

twined with the British,

At 11 o'clock, when the theaters and
music balis poured forth thousands, the
jubliation was redoubled. In Trafalgar
Square every avallable Inch of spacs was
occupled by a surging, singing, cheering
crowd. All jolned in singing *“God Bave

the Queen,” applauding evely refersnce to
Lord Roberts, Buller, White, Haden-
Powell and the rest. The scene at this
point was almost without precedent, and
is not likely to be forgotien by those who
witnessed it

Even mow at 2 o'clock In the morning
there comes from Mansion House Square
every few minutes the sound of vigorous
chesring. Everywhere groups of people
are to be ssen, and, although nolsy, they
are porfectly orderly.

Great throngs remained In the wicinity
of the war office until 11 &'clock last even.
ing, when It was announced that no fur-
ther news was at hand for publication.

From every part of the Empire there is
8 constant Influx of telegrams, describ-
Ing the rejoicings The news was re-
ceived with great enthusiasm at Dublin,
where, however, the jobllant spirit of ths
Trinity College students carried them be.
yond the houndn of discretion. A large
body of them marched 1o the Dublin Man-
slen House, where they sctled the garden
walle, and eaptured a green flag Nying In
the grounds. A pollceman and the sor-
vants of the Mayore! household struggled
desperately to recover the trophy. and
eventually wrestedd It from the Invadera
severa! of whom wers Injured Other
constables soon arrfved on the scene, nnd
B domen students were arrested. but with
the exception of three, all wers rescusd
or managed to escape.

Later In the day isolated asmaults wers
oommitted, chiefly In the nelghborhood of

| Colisge Green. A strong farce of police
kept the students within the collexge
grounds, and cul them off from the ex-
cited crowd that assembled In front of the
college bullding. The thres students were
arraigned ard amall fincs were Inflicted.
No further disorders ocourred.
Great rejolcings are reported at Malta

fidence beom_ more
DELH o wrowka 14 RoOA FRAER

Fresldent Kruger in chains was paraded.

Lady White. wife of Sir George Whils,
and Lord and Lady Lansdowne, all of
whom attended the performance at the
Alpaumbra, were cheered for several min-
u At ull the theaters thers were
sceties of enthusiasm. wvocal manifesta-
tions and the waving of flags.

| ana siso at Gioraltar, where an emgy of
|

\ THE FIGHTING RENEWED,

I!lm Foree Concentrated om the
British Front.
| PAARDEBERG. Feb. 3 —It Is under-

| mtood that some 7000 Boers are concen- |

trating on the British front. The British
cavalry is in touch with them to the
castward, and skirmishing began this
mornlng.

It appears that an action was sbout

| to begin with the Boer reinforcements at
the momopt ¢f General Cronje's surren-
der. but Liord Roberts forbade It untll all
the prisoners should be In safe keeping.
Lord Roberts addressed the Canadians
afterwands, expressing in the strongest
terms his pleasure and appreclation of
thelr splendid work and courage. He at-
tributed to them the greatest share In the
Boer surrender.

Commandant Albrecht describes the
Eritish strategy up to the battle of Ma-
gersfonteln as “stupld and almost In-
sane” He says there were only 4000 men
In Magersfonteln trenches, and that oniy
half of these were engaged in actual
fghting. He pralses the strategy of Lord
Roberts, but sayr that the war is by no
means ended; that there are still 75,000
republicans in the fleld. General Cronje's
surrendsr, according %0 Albrecht, waa
“due to a blunder in locking up his men
in a hole Instead of occupying kopjes”

Commandant Wolmarans, however, cofi-
sidera it hopeoless for the Boers to com-
tinue fighting In the present clroum-
Blnnces.

Hoberts and Kitchener at Kimberley.

KIMPBRRLEY, March 1L.—Lord Roberts
and Genernl Kltchener arrived here to-
day and were warmly weicomed by the
muniocipal officers and thanked for the
succassful reilef of the town. Leord Rob-
erts sald that it bad given him great
pleasure to assist Kimberley in her time
of need, and that he was glad he had an
epportunity to visit the town. He fourd
he had a day off, so had come, but would
have to leave tomorrow. There s great
excitement and rejolcing hero over the re-
lief of Ladysmith.

CONFIDENXCE IN THE FUTURE.

Comment of the Loandon FPapers on
the Turn of the Tide.
LONDON, March 2, 5 A. M.—The edito-
rinls In the morning papers are not only
jubilant, but are written in a tone of con-
fidenice in the future which contrasts

strangely with the gloomy forebodings of |

the previous six weeks, Gencral Buller's
misfortune® are almost (forgotten, ale
though it 8 everywhere recognized that

the rellef of Ladysmith ls largely due to |

the strategy of Lord Roberts,

The Times says: *“The change wrought
in Natal within ¥ houra Is indeed dra-
matic. The slege of Ladysmith will be
memorable In military annals upon many
grounds, Seidom has the absulute con-
fidence of a General in his men been more
strikingly displayed than in the case of
General Buller, and never has that com-
campletely  justified
ot las we have
at least reached the turning polnt In the
war, owing to FLord Roberts' brilliant
stratezy.”

The Dafly News saye: “To surround the
encmy has been found !mpossible. To pur-
£ue him s probably as !mpracticable. The
enemy’'s principal army, therefore, has
been driven away, but not destroyed, With
this rellef the first chapter of the war
closes, and the Inwvasion of British colo-
nies has been rolled back.”

The Dally Chronicie says: “All is not
over. No doubt there are hardships to be
borne.and batties to be won, probably as
numerous as any that have gona before,
Stlll we ares well on the road to succesa’

The Dally Mall says: “Almighty Geod,
whose arm s strength, has Dlessed the
efforts of Gemeral Buller's army with com-
plete victory, and the cause of freedom
has triumphed onoe more.”

The Dally Telegraph enys: *““The darkest l

weelk In lving memory has been followed
by the most joyful week this generation

has known. The war has exposed our |
weaknesses. We shall amend them. The
rellef of Ladysmith retrieves all the early

errore of the campalgn, and is the triumph
of our most characteristle qualities and
an evidence of the victorious vitality of
our race.”

F

SPENCER WILKINSON'S VIEWS,

He Belleves the Chapter of British
Heverses Is Closed,

LONDON, March 2—Spencer Wilkinson,
In the Morning Post, says:

“Lord Roberis hns taken the true meas-
ure of the Boers, and has thereby ahown
his mastery of what Napoleon called ‘the
divine part of ths art of war.,' No doubt
the chapter of Britlsh reverses s now
could now offer to the Boer leaders a plan
of campalgn promising ultimate success,
Lord Roberts will soon cave a foree of
.60 men. The Boer Commander-in-Chlef
can now hope for but little from strat-
egy. On jhils Interior linea he l= not strong
enough while detaining one Britlah army
to strilkke with effect agninst the other, He
may possibly attempt to hold General Bul-
Jer at the passes leading out of Natal,
where a small force, at some risk to itmelf,
ean ecnuse considerable delay. Meantime
he may gather his forces in tha Free
State for resistance to Lord Roberis.

“1f Lord Kitchener is at Arundel, 1t
would seem to imply an intentlon to re-
store the rallways and to open direct
communication with Bloemfontsin.

“The statement that a force of Boers
under Commandant Dutolt has crossed the
Vanl River at Fourteen Btreams accounts,

perhaps, for a portion ef General Cronje's
army, and portends further trouble for
Mafeking

“It looks possible that the Boer forces
may now collapss altogether, although that
must not be counted upon. Lord Roberis,
h

al with any guerrilin warfare, and alto-
gether there 18 no need for further uneasi-
ness

“The Nation Is proud of ita troops and
of thelr Commander-in-Chief. It ls grate-
ful to the colonies for their magnificent

proofs of imperial unity. There will be no |

relaxation in the determination
the war through to the end.”

to carry

The News in Berlin,

| BERLIN, March 1L—Special editions of

the Lokal Anzeiger scatiered broadeast
announced *he rellef of Ladysmith. The
press génerally makea but Hitls com-
ment, evidently being disconceried by the
rudden change in the situation. The pa-
pers outslde of Berlin, however, continue
as virulently anti-British as ever,

In military circles open admiration 1is
expressed for the strategy of Lord Rob-
erte, and the opinion is gainlng ground
that the beginning of the end is approach-

{ing.
in Parllamentary circlea the consensus
| of opinlon is that the latest developments
| will make the attalnment of peare more
| AifMeolt, and will render the Lritlsh, in
caee they completely vanqguish the Boers,
more overbearing and leas pleasant neigh-
lwn than before.

closed. He would be a bold strategist who |

owever, will soon have troopa enough to

SHIP SUBSIDY BILL

Report of the Senate Commit-
tee on Commerce.

SOME OF 1ITS PROVISIONS

Reasons for Deecline of the Amerl-
can Merchant Marine—Scheme of
Proposed Compensation.

—_—

WASHINGTON, March 1.—The report
prepared by Senator Frye upon the ship-

ping bill, reported by the commitiee on |

commerce of the Senate, was made publie
today. The repart begins by asserting
“the self-evident value of a natioca! mer-
chant marine," expinins and deplores our
almost entire dependence upom foreign
shipping for our ocean carrying, sug-
gests the danger of relance upon the
merchant ships of other Nations which
may become involved In war, the pos-
elble complete exclusion of American ex-
ports from thelr regular forelgn markets
in such contingency, and points out that
the wholesale tranafer of the tonnage of
a belligerent Nation to a neutral flag
would unquestionably Involve such ship-
ping In &iMcuities, seizures and deten~
tions, The Britiah-Boer war has material-
| Iy reduced our means of transportation
and embarrassed our ocean mall service.
The humiltation of our reliance upon for-
elgn veseels bought and chartered during
our war with Spain |s referred to

Three prime reasons are given for the
decline of the American shipping In the
forelgn trade, namely: (1) The greater
cost of bullding ships In the United
Siates than elsewhere: (2) the grester
cost of operating American ships, ar com-
pared with forelgn ships; and () causes
based on foreign legisiative encourage-
ment

The suggestion that this situation may
be overcome by the free admisslon of for-
elgn-bullt ships to American register s
met by pointing out that If suck admis-
slon wers unconditional It would result
in destroying existing American ship-
yards on the Atlantic and Pacific coasts,
All competent authorities, the report
| states, agree that this bill, If enacted. wiil
| Invoive a large Increase In the American
meorchant marine. The passags of this
bill, It Is ciaimed, would probably effect
& reduction of §25.000.000 a year in ocean
rmtles on Amarican commaearce, through the
additional shipping and the competition
that would be created.

“Forelgn opposition,” the report =Ly,
“ia being concentrated upon the bill be-
cause foreign shipping Interests clearly
seo that they will be seriously injured by
the replacing of American for the for-
elgn vessels now In our forelgn trade.

“The maximum annual expenditures are
fxed at 30,0000 |0 the bill
W0 i= now being paid to American ships
under normal conditlons for carrying our
malls, & sum which should be deducted
from the additional expense of the opeTa-
tion of this bill

“About 0,000 additional tops of new
shipping. costing approximately §40,000,000
L and copupoisgesavernl yuaty In s Soli-
q‘rueum, would have to be bulit in the
United States if thie bill & passed, before
the maxtmum expeaditure of 4, 000, 000
coul be reached. It Is expected that J0,.-
000 tons of forelgm-bullt veassls now
owned or buliding for American coltizens
will be admitted to American registes un-
| der the terms of this bill, thelr owners

being required to build equal tonnage In
the United States before receiving any
compensation.

“The provisions of the bill, from every
point of wview.," adds the report,

vessels, more shipyards and greater fa-
cllities for ocean tmansportation. Whils
deemed unnecessary, a provision has been
Inserted under which a vessel cannot re-
| otlve full eompenmation unless she car-
ries one-halfl of a cargo. This completely
answers the eriticinm to the effect that a
vessel might run under the bill for the
compensation given without carrying a
ourgo,

“As the most promising fleld for the
future development of our markets for
agricultural products Is in Northern and
temperate Asia, the committes bellsves
our graln felds and cotton plantations
will galn more In proportlon from the
ennctment of the law than the seaboard
shipbuliding and shipown.ng States'*

Computations are given showing the
cxact amount vessels of various rates of
speed would get under the bill, ax com-
pared with the cost of operating them. A
f21-knot ship making 220 miles per an-
num would get over and above the cost
of coal and the handiing of it a net
compenmation under the bill of $2 932
while o 19-knot ship, making 42000 knots
per annum, or lese than half the distance
of the fast ship, would recelve a net
compensation over the cost and the hand-
ling of the conl of $15,120 per annum. The
fast steamaships received the lowest net
ocompensation under the biil

A ocomputation s pgiven as to the
amounts that tank wvessels, such as are
used by the Standard Ol Company,
would resceive in compensation If admitted
to American registry under the bili
These vessela carrying oll can only take
an outwund cargo, and, as they are fon
cign-bullt, they would, because of carry-
ing cargo ofle way, recelve only & per
cent of the compensation allowed under
the bIIL

EMPLOYED REBELS' TACTICS

Ameriean Foree Ambushed
Killed Many Fillpinos.

MANILA, March 2 9% A M. —Colonel
Anderson, with the Thirty-elghth Infan-
try, emploving the Insurgents’ own tac-
tics, has nmbushed the enemy near Da-
tangas. Through sples, Colonel Anderson
learned that a detachment of Insurgents
would pass a certaln road. He posted
his soldlers, conceaiad among the trees
lining the road, and when the énemy ar-

and

| rived the Americans volloyed, killing 34|

| insurgents, wounding 39 and capturing sev-

| eral., Some arms and ammunition wers
captured. The effect of this blow has
been salutary. The enemy In that locality
e dismayed.

Ambushed by Nebela.
MANILA, March 1. —One hundred Insur-
gents, seven miles from San Fernande,
ambushed 10 men of the Third Cavalry
who were escorting a provision traln.

returning to camp one man was killed

The Insurgents capturad four horses and |

A quantity of provistons

MESSAGES FROM OTIS.
Buot No Report of Any Milltary Oper.
atlons.
WASHINGTON, March L—Three cable

messages from General Otls were Teceived
at the War Department today. One con-
tained a long list of csualtiea among the
troops in the Phillppines since the last re-
port. A second anntuneced the arrival at
Manila today of a Government transport
frem the east eoast of Tayabas provines,
with eight American and 410 Spanirh sol-
| Glers recently released from captivity

About $1.500.- |

S |
overwheimingly In favor of new and more |

The Americans were scattered, and while |

among the Insurgents. The third message
states that since the recent opening ¢
commerce of the laland ports, 13,000 tons
or hemp and 70,000 bales of tobmeco had
been received at Manlla, and that large
shipments of the commodities named will
soon be made to the Unlted Stuales and
other countries,

The fact that General Otls has not re-
ported any military operations since .ue
departure of Genernl Bates' expedition
to Southern Luzon to complete the pian
of opening the hemp ports In that quarter
Is accepted by the War Department of-

Q

position by the Insurgents in recent move-
ments.

Secretary Root has made a positive de-
ninl of the publlshed report that he was
wotried at the long silence of (Genernl
Otis in regard to military operations In the
FPhilippines,

Generdl Otls is expectad to return to the
United States on leave of absence soon
after the arrival of the Philippine Com-
misgion. It i desirable that he should
meel the Commission and give It the bene-
fit of his knowiedge of affalrs In the
Philippines. General MacArthur will as-
sume tempornry command of the military
forces on the Isiands when General Otis
leaves

| BUSH FIRES IN AUSTRALIA.

J Vast Tract Burined Over—Seven Per-
aons FPerished.
VANCOUVER, B. C, March L-—The
steamer Aorangl, from Sydney, loday
brings an account of the most disastrous
bush fires in Victoria experienced in the
last @ yearm The entire Wairnambool
disirict has been devastated, and the dam-
age ls estimated as R0 06N The dre
broke out simultaneously In various paits
of the Colony, and burned for (wo daya
and three nights, finaliy burning lwsell
out the morning of January Il. The whole
country between Dunke#ld and Mort Lake
s » mass of blackness. Seven persons
perished In the fames, which awept over a
tract 40 miles long and 30 miles wide, con.
| suming 1,000,000 acres of gross, six wool
warshouses, 2000 sheep and 1000 cattie and

horses,

The lateat news from Noumen prior to
the salling of the Aorangl was to Lhe
effect that the plagus had again broken
out among the kanakaa. In almost every
| case the discase has proved fatal to the
| knnakas, but [n the majority of cases
cures are effected among Europeans. In
five weeks the mortality has be nine
Eurcpeans and # kanakas and Aslatics,
| S0 far, owlng to the strict measures tuken
by the authorities to prevent the pest ex-
tending to the country, it has ounly been
reported at Neponl, The village of Neponi
| has been quarantined. One case of buhonie

piague i» reported from Tasman and
there was also one case at Sydn but
both recovered. There was tremendots

seare ail through the Australlan Colonies,
and rigorous quarantine regulations have
been enforced, with the result that ne

| other plague cases have made thelr ap-
pearance,
No definite conciusion has yet been

| reached In regard to the question of the
ldentity of Willlam Creswell, an Inmate
of the Parramatia Insane asylum, with
| Bir Roger Tichbhorne,

The coast defenses of New Caledonia are
| being strengtiened, largs sums beng ex-
I'penided In' erecting tord on the LIS and
|In the suburte of Noumea. Convicls are

being employed in the construction of
earthworks and batteries. These publie

works utliizing the services of all the con-

vicls, nona of the Iatter will for the
futura be let out to private enterprise.
| The searcity of nbor has necesnitated a
cessation of mining operatione The Gov
ernment has entered Into negotiailons with
| the Japanese Government o bring over
900 Japanese as agricultural laborera, and
300 for work In the mines,

The Sydney papers have a story about
Miss Logan, an American girl, Yo
of age, who Is termed “The Heroine af th
Caroline Group.”
the first mssionary
sent from Boston by
gational Board of the
Rev., Robert Logan died 1% -
and since hiz death his work has
carried on by his widow, woh was
white woman In the |slands
Hliness Mrs. Logan was obliged
to the Unlted States, and her
volunteered to remain alo
elon.

She i®» the daughter

the
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There are also stories of [awiessnesa In
the Neéew He the ocul s
French colonis who are alleged to bave

cut down and afterward burnmed the na-
tive village of Yemiu to compel the peo-
ple to evacute the'r land, which i clalmed
both by the French Company and by the
natives,

The Premler of New Zealand has pro-
tested to the Australian Premlers against
the acceptance of » Eastern Extension

Company's Cape cable offer, on the ground
that it would prejudice the Pactle cable
scheme.

The New Zealand Government has Intro-
duced a blll In Parllament limiting the
number of hours of working women and
children to 4 a weok.

8ir John Forrest, the Premisr of this
Colony, stated that the oniy difMiculty
which preventsd Western Australla join.
ing the commonwealth was the desire of
the people of Western Ausiralla 1o have
full fiscal freedom during the flve years
following federal union.

PRUSSIAN SECRET DECREE,

Forbade Answers to Inqguiries
United States Consuls.

BERLIN, March L—Conslderable aston-
ishment wis caused in ths Relchstag to-
day by a detatled statement respecung a
| secret decree lssued by Baron von Rheln-
baden, Prusasian Minlster of the Interior,
while Provincial Governor of Dusseldorf,
forbidding anawers to the Inguiries of
Unlted Stateg Consuls wherever a possibll-
ity existed where Gorman Interests might
thereby be Injured. even though the in.
quiriea should be merely of a general na-
ture. Herr Kunert, Soclallst, who brought
up the matter, gave the date of the de-
croce as July 24, 1308 and called the

at-

tentlon of the Reichstag to the fact th
by the genernl Prussian decree of 1850
covering thes subject, questions put by

forelgn Consuis, Iif general In thelr nature,
may bBe answered Harr Kunert also
charged the Governmen! with connivi
| at the Agrarian campalgn of abure aga t
the Uniied States. No one coniradicted
elther of the charges.

French Cannon Factory Buraed.

LE CREUSOTE. France, March 1.—Fire
broke out yesterday evening In the famous
cannon factory here whence the Boers
obtained thelr powerful “Long Toms."
Two enormous bulldings, containing gun
materials, stores and u number of art
lery models, were destroyed. The
are estimated 2t n L 000, frs
Iarge number of workmen have
thrown out of employment.

5. A
been

France's Naval Polley,

PARIS8, March 1L—In the Chamher of
Deputies today, while the naval estimstis
were under consideration, M. Lockroy, ex-
Minister of Marine made a notable spesch,
expialrng his viewa regarding the propesr
naval policy for France to follow. He de.
clared It neceasary for France make
great monetlary sacrifices for her navy, as
her forelgn policy depended upon her naval
| strength.

b

ficinls as an [ndication that the campaign |
Is progressing satisfaetorily, and that our |
forces have not met with any serfous op- |

'STRONG CRITICISM

Effect of the House’s Action on
the Coming Campaign.

COMMENT OF THE EASTERN PRESS

Senate WIill Probably Pass the
Puerto Rico Bill—The Case With
Hnwall.
WASHINGTON, March 1.—The Senate

committer follows the lead of the House
committes In regard to Puerto Rico and
the Repubiican majority of the Senats will
probably wvote to put the amended Fore
eker bl through,

The comments in the Eastern papeys are
bassd pcegrding to the political afilis-
tlons, the proteciion papers applauding the
action of the House, while the other pa-
pers are generally stropg in thelr eriti-
clsm The Washingtofft Post, which Is &
very firm friend of the administration,
says that House has made the coming
political campalgn uncertain. The paper
nuds

“The House has repudiated and rejected,

by a vote repressnting almost the full
Republican strength of that body, the
President's solemn and religious Injunce

tlon regarding Puerto Rico, What a spece
tacle is this presented to the country, a
Fepublican House overruling
just decree of a Hepub

The country has no knowledge of
chunged conditluna since the Preal-
1 ‘s message was writler 1t knows of
no change of polley or sentiment on the
part of e executive. Our duty s as
pilain am! pressing today as It was In
December lnst. There was a ring of gen-

ard

any

uine, generous Americant=m in the Presi-
d ‘s utterance. It was the recommen-
dation of a Christian, an patriot and a
r esman. yot House of Representa-

tives, moved by
and Inexplicable,

an influence
proclaims

mysterious
to the nation

that Mr. McKinley was wrong: that we

renlly do not owe such a Jduty to Puerto

p he so cleariy and eart indicated,

y this is a spectacle J ly for the
country, but for the world.™

Tho politicians whe have beesn discuss-

thing say t the people will

tand before election the necessities

governed Congress | levying the

tariff ons Puerto Rican pr , and that

in lesa th six weeks ¢ will be &

change of sentiment throughout the coun-
try.

One of the principal things operating to
pass the bill was t ar that labor
would be much distu i it was not
established, by some o leglsiation as
the Puerto Rlcan tariff, that the peopie
of the ceded lslands are noever 10 be recog-
nized 28 citizens of the United States
and have no possibllity of en ing Into
saompetition, either In t! country or In

Islands, with Americnn Inbor.

The Hawn bill was not amended,
and the tariff laws of the United States,
under the bill passed 1oday, extend to
those lalands. It is certainly a discrimi-

DALIQR- J0- (aVor.
Puerta Rleo, s
ence In th
trade has t
der the

f- Hawall compared to
Ithough there |s no differ-
stus of the Islands, as frea
enforced with Hawali un-
procity agreement.

Promotion of Corbin,
The bill to make Corbin Major-General

has called out a vigorous eriticism of him
in oe in quarters. His past record has
been searched to show that he ls not en-
distinction, and 1t

also polnis vhe Adjutant-Gon-
eral, as chisf to the Becretary of
War, I8 not entitled to any higher rank
than ] bureau officers. Those who
are op ¢ blll aiso say that it wiil
- divt between thae

and staff of the arn ns this promi-

o gl 1 to Corbin will make him prac-
tically commanding of the nrmy,
no matter 1 Major-Cienernl of
t ins, and It will encourage the Ml-

that exists between the Major-
rommanding 1 the Secretary of
The friends of Corhin Intend
bl through If any army
slation Is adopted thia sessjon,
Hotel-Keepers' Opportunity,

aders

Demoeratic le

much exercised over the

generally very
report thnt camo

from Kansas City that the ho thers
intend to charge 52 a day for ordinary
rooms. [t d that this action will
11 i8¢ ma | reault In

keeping away
quentiy <
come disgruntied.
A Log-Haft B
Representative . of Californiz, has

i, and conse-
of people to be-

uced In the s n bill similar to
recently introduced by Senator Per-
kins, which scribes that it shall be un-
lawful to 1s of logs on the open

s of the Pacific Ocean, but contains
vizlon Inserted by the Serate com-
t wuch rafting ghall be permis-
n Puget Sound and in the bays and
% nlong the C t In ofher respects
= bill is {dentical with the Senate meas-
ure as reportad,
Oregon Pension Eill

The House committes on invalld pen-
glons kas itaken up and resported the bill
recently passed by the Senate to pension
Mary J. Freeman, of Portiand, Or., at §13
il was reported by Rep-

tative Calderhead, who
report made by the
mittee. The bill now goes on the calen-
1o aw It turn, and when called vp
will undoubtediy pass.

Milltary NMule In Alnska.

It Is evidently the Intention of the Ad-
ministration have enough troops Iin
Alaska to preser the public peace during

2 bl rush w 1 Is prom far that
territory this year In addition to the
£ already ordered there, arrange-
ments bave been made to send more to
This wiil mean military
great terriic & same a3
had mi ry rule over Puerto
i and the Phillppines since the
2 Considering the fact that
we have also denled the right of the peo-
ple of Alaska to self-government, quite
a howl should go up from thoss who talk

nerely adopt-
Senate com-

dar,

to

ops

several plrces,
rule of that
have

of the “consent of the governed." becauss
of this milltarlem which Is applied to
| Alaska It is recogniaed, however, that

tha pence and good order and protection
of life and property In Alaska depend upon
an adequate military force. and the man
who would object to 1t would make hime
self ridi L

Germany ead the Pemce Conference,
N, Mareh 1L —During
*hatag today on

Herr Grandnawver,
| DemocTet, re =it to be |nformed
| the attitude of the Governmi
to The Hague Peace Conference
Minister of Forelgn Affairs,

the Jebate

» oEtl

as to
nt in regard

Tha
Count wvon

| Bulow, replied

| "Our alms ars always directed toward
peace, 1 it will pot be broken by us. I
oan give no guarantee of the

others. Th weé must be armed,

We gladly ated In the labore of

tha confere ut could not agree to
riigatory arbitration, and can only dee
*ide gpon recourse 1o arbitration as cases
I I “"w
= .

-



