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ASTORIA A LUMBER PORT

eorrespond.
et i—AMOmMta np & possibis lumber ex-
port point ls 'without 4 rival on the FPa-
ellle Coast, yet hitherto Do account has
been made of it In Tomber circies. The
amothers! by pecaiar
oonditions thnt have pui Astoria at a dis-
advantage with other Jumbering polnts of
the coast. Obe of the chie! drawbacks
wuk lnck of raflwey connection &nd 0O~
seon-joint Tates on lumber for the Interior
mmrkein.  Another was suppossd lo be its
jack of & reintively jarge local market for
te svond-cium lumbwe, The natural ad-
vantugee of Astoria es a port for lumber
expores afe (1) Its Lmopense amount of
timber sccessible 1o tde water; () Itn
yaet eres in bayes and 14a] estunries for
suill mites, with fresh-water privilsgss for
tox boome: ) its closer proximity to the
tmmense Californda market—it being bun-
dreds of mise pearer than the Puget
Boundl ports; (4) Its central position on the
Tacific Coamt line end gromter proximity
to the foreign marketa—it being the muost
wasterly point of Iand (axospt Cape Men-
docino) south of Canada; xnd (6) its water-
Jevel grude through the Cascales to the
summit of the Roclfes, tn which last par-
tcular 1t has Do rival on the Coast ex-
e=pt Portiand, wihick has to draw its own
timber supply larpely Srom the
surrounding Astorii
The recont raliway conpection with As-
toria and the common point on lumber
Gt for Enstern markets, accorded by
ths Northern Paclfic and by the Southern
Pacilic, and soo: to be acrorded no doubt
by the Unlem Pacific, has changed the
pecniMiar conditione referrad to, and San
Franciecs can be made to serve for a Jo-
oal market for knotty and secOnd-clasa
lumber, whick has to be dlsposed of om
fararnhie torms in order to & ProSPETUAN
smwmlll business

Eources of Timber Supply.

There are six gréat and distinct pources
of lumber supply In the gigantic forest:
that surround Astoris—forests so grest
that they have hitherto Inclated that Olty
from dwarly all the worid, The irmt ana
most convenlenl of thess sources s that
which has un oullet In Young's Bay down
the Lowls andl Clark, Young's. Claska-
nine (thres forisd and Walluski Rivers,
ell of which rise to the southemst of AM-
torin some 36 or ¥ miles distant In the
Retudern (or Crascent) range of moun-
taios. For many years the looal sswmills
have drawn thelr supply ohilefly from those
foreste. The resull s that much of the
eood timber hias boen logped, and it 1=
pecessury o got high up townnds thedr
sources and far back to the summits of
the Svifes between them In order to Aind
ample timber Stil] thers s even yet o
vast quantity of Oregott pine and much
spruce to be found in those groat forests,
to say nothing of heminok, whith Is very
abundant, sspecially on the Lewis and
Clark, amnd eedar, which {8 weil sonttered.
The noxt mont scosspible body of timbar
fu that found on the Oregon sicpes of the
Oolumiia above Tongue Point, amd which
fisds, of can fAnd outint down Mary's
Creek, Besr Creek, Forris Creek, OGnat
Oresl, Bind Hourh, Plympton Cresk
and Wesiport Silough Much of this,
within & few miles of the Oolumbia,
hes alse been jogped, mostly for the cort-
Jand market which = mow reaching oul
for the Young's Bay preduct. But on the
Nigher siopes, for 16 miles back to the
sumtndt of the Nebalem divide, crowning
ihe northem sxtremity of the Comst
Bange, 1he Oregon pine ts much In evi-
dnnon for a dstance of @ miles samt of
Tongmne Point Iin fact 1his comtinuous
forst extendls to the Bouth Beapnooss, al-
most at Partlend's gales.

The third most acomsibie body of time
ber i» that on the north, or Washington,
Elopes of the Columbin These slopes are
froem three o M milés long up o the
Mighsst summits and plateauy of that
rugged region and extend from a point
teir Fort Canby, on ths west of Astoria
dotgitude, to Oathiamet Helghts, pearly
opposits Wesiport, some & milss up ths
Cilombls, This s Indesd a great forest
of yallow fir. = outlet to e Columbia
¥ by pumerouns lHttie rvers and bold log-
Fing creels, that, ks (hose oo the Ore-
pon slds, are famous troul streams. These
Inclpde the Walli~ut and the Chinaok.
fowiog Into Baker's Bay: Ivop River and
Gmy's River. fowing Intd Gray's Bay;
s=vere] oreeks running into Elllol's Bay.
end the Sksmobkavwa, the Hlokomin and
other clansy strvams further up the Co-
lumbin.

Great Sproce Belt.

The fourih acceswihie gTval body of tim.
Per pupply & kunown as the Neocanbeum
epruce beit. The Nomanlonm River, with
two bhranches, s pome 5 miles jong, and
Its wirtwhed i% on An Average perhaps MW
mlles wide. It fows lotos the odean near
™Mlameok Head and tape the A & C,
R I ot Seaside, It s the most wosterly
af the lttlke rivers bhonding in Saddle
Mountain and bholng nemrest the ooean,
its Strests sire chivlly spruce, with h=m.
ook o pood setomdd. The spruce belt, it
may be remarked. s within 13 miles of the
#on consl. AY & consequonce of this sck
entific fact. the iswis aod Clark basin
Sine much speuce thmber In 1, whills only
in the jower part of Young's Hiver hasin
fis any spruce to be found. Bo, to0, the
other regione and timber basines on the
Lowee Columbia farthes swny than 12
eildm Troan the sed coast hase none or
byt wvery Nitle sproce. This Necanie-um
region will average shout LOMON fest of
rpruce o the section

Tiw mext preat timbor Belt within As-
soris's reacl Is the basin of the Nelmiem
River, That river i aboul M0 miles long,
with n watemhod averaging some S miles
in wiith I risew In the castern slopes of
the Coast Range northwest of Forest
CGrove, makess & blg bend 10 the sastward,
ond, torming wosl ooty through the Coast
T Clutsop County and emptiea Into

the Prctfic bejow Tillemook Head Al
of this Umber, which consists of the lar-
et and beet Sregon pine, spruce, lureh
and oedar, s tributary © AMoria sawmilis,

At extenion af the Seasds branch of the

Astoris & Columbia River Rallroad, now
belng ariinted, Sown e Coast to Tila-
mook would (ap all of this lmmense bhelt
ol i - Or a =mall owtiay of public
o would Inszre its  belng brought
Lrotind] o Astoria i log Ml along the
Doast rslde the Jurisdiotion of Oregon.
The sixth greal (fmbder beltl helonging to
Momoria for exporty s that region south
of the Nehalom Basin on the slopes of the
Cotest fisrws and which can be run down
lote Tismook and Netart's Bays. It i
wpome [ milen long and pechape = mies
wide, with the bvet spruss, Oregtm pine,
Intrh, ovfier and homlock in the West All
ethis great Temion 4 tribuotary to Astoris
sawmmille, in Uk monree w8 the Nehalem

Tasn thuber, Yo rall and ooean, through
log Tafta

Them Immens foregts are Inciuded In
the Counties of Clatsop, Columbla and
Tillaznedk and the Nainlom basin (which
runs through all theee of thess Counties)
in Oesgon. 1t wiso inclhudes Wahkinkam,
Cowlitz and part of Facific Counties In
Wesldngron Biate, embracing an area of
nearly WO miles square, a0d ennstituting
ot of he greatest Umber belis in the
West, which (a, at the samo time, sasily
werasllsde to one of the most desirabie
s on this Coast for lumber exports
ond a locntlon whete all (he ceopOmies in
tavor of smwing lomher sxt tn the highest
degres. Recontly sn esttmats of the quUAD-
Ty of werchafiabie timber in this re-
glom has been madse by United States ex-
Pporta in the Intertor Department. It Ois
cloms 1he siartling fact that It contalns
about T 000000 feet “of merchantable
Umber. OF (hia there are only 14000000 -
00 on ke Washingion side, witle some

$4.000,000,000 are on the Oregon side of the
Columbia, :

Ne Damage From Tereda.
The freah waler loghoom privileges of

over Puget Bound
the lumber beit for
£= It to get rid of all
lumber at a profit. It
compete with Port-
trada of the sags
the most important

:

Tarmzy Creek, Skipanon Creek
Day River are all important
of this grea: sltuatlom. Tongus
offers peculinr advantages, both
foreign apd interior markets. But
& vothing lacking at almost any

polnt, that l=, nothing thsl cannol be
achieved o =000 as this shall become an
entablishad port for foralgn exporis

Within the limite of the Clity there are
only two saw mills at this time. Those
are beginning to feel the impulse of the
new mituation resultiog from ocommot-
polnt ™ates on lumber over the railways

on the Columiia River In
the Bay of Astoria. The former !s located
depot grounds of the A. & C
fact, these depot grounds, some
feet wide and I%® long, peraliel with
river, cut through the properiy to it=

iding to It, however, & right
of way for it lumber to the channs! front
This nilll is located on & great plece of

property, a block of 300 fert In width and
extending from the high ground out to the
channel, n distance of some 130 feel, lesa
the apace included in the maliroad depot
Since the pew impulee given the business
In Astoria Inst April. this mill claims to
have cut ot the rate of 10,000,000 feet of
timber per anmum. During the current
Yoar It expecis to cut 25,0000 feel. Lam
spring it loaded only one steamer for
Bouth America as itz forelgn business, It
haa shipped some spruce over the Northaern
to the East; but with completion of |ts
new box factory and rallroad switch con-
nesting it with e AL & C, B. R, IL is get-
ting retidy to do an extensive busi

ANNEXATION TO U. S.

People of Niearagua Want It, Foll-
ticians Do Not.

CHICAGO, Feb. 81 —Discumssing the pend-
ing Nioaragua Canal treaty, L. ©, Cooley.
the well-known engineer, sald todny that
perhapa the eanlest way out of the confu-
ston would be for the United Btates (o an-
nox Niearngus. Not long ngo Mr. Cooley
vislted Nicaragua as a member of & con-
tracting ayndicnte, to investigate the feasi-
bllity of the Niearsgua Canal route Dur-
ing bis stay he talked with nll the high
officiala of the Nicarsguan Governmand.
Alluding to hia ohservadons in Nicaragua,
he sald:

“The Impression I neguired while in Nle-
aragua wes that the people of all clessos,
Including the highest ofMclals, were ready
and 4 for ation to the United
Bistes. It might be asked if such I8 the
condition of public sentiment in Nicarngua
why It & that the country doss not pro-
pose annexation to the United States. I
nakad thin gquestion of a high officlal of
the Nicaraguan Government, and was an-
swersed that thers were so many rivalries
and conflicting political interests that If

though, that It will take In all of that
Basin, which the experts set‘mate st 17.- 1

LEASING PUBLIC LANDS

SEVERAL REASONS FOR OPPOSI-
TIONX TO THE SYSTEM,

Would Shut Ovt Homesteaders, Ar.
rest Developgent of State, and
Hevolationise Stockgrowling.

PRINEVILLE, Or., Feb. 3.—(To the
Editor)—1 dlscover, from letters racelved
haro, as well s through your columns,
that our congresaman, In common with
congressmen from other grasing states,
socks counssl from his constituents in
segard to the best method of procedure
in laaaing the public domaln., Agreeable
1o this considerate request, [ desire spaoe
In your columns for a brief sxpresslon
of opinion upon & subject of very direct
nnd vital importance to all who are In-
terented in the walfare of Oregon—this
section of Oregon, In particular,

I demire briefly to consider ths effect
segragating the public domain Into Ixrge
tracty and parceling it out to certain in-
dividoals will have uapon Industries, es-
tablished end otherwise, Iln the state of
Oregon. How will such a system work
In our state?

It s my humble, yst positive and un-
equivocal opinion, that any leansl
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grasses of old, & number 0f even mere
nutritious, yet smaller, varietls of
grasws? Do they comprehend what
wonderful adfunct to the ranme alfalfs
culture Nas become? That even among
soma well.watared dlstricts, where Lhe
grams may have become somewhat [he
worse for the woar, that alfalfa culturs
has more than coumterbalanced the evil
done?

Thers may come= a timas in the distant
future when prudence will require some
dispoeition of the f{ragmentary remains
of our public domain. But lét s walt

"y
tem that may be devised at this time
be premature by many years, to
say the leant. My principal reasons for
such belief might, for lack of space; be
summed up as follows:

Firat—Buch a system would undoubt-
edly !mv:n; tendenoy to ;.rrrut the set-
1 3 Py :

tho adhsrent of any one factlon prop
annexatiion, ail the other slements would
Immadiately pounce upon him and try
make It appear that he was trylag to sell
the country oul. Any proposal by an offi-
clal of the Nlearaguan Government looking
townrd annexution to the United Btates
would probably be utllised to begin a rev-
olution.

“A high official of the Nicaraguan Gov-
ernmont asked me what the Governmani
of the United Statea would expect Im the
way of a right of way. I told him that
we would expect to have a right of way
under Unlted Statea contrel. He re-
miarked that he belleved a proposition to
annex the entire country of MNicaragua
would not be unpopular, and that it would
be

with Eastern points, principally In spruce
lumber, for which there ls more demand
thun supply’ both on the Columbla and
Puget Sound. This mill has ndied 1wo new
pinners and increased Ite capacity to B3
000 feet dully., Local demand for lumber
and boxes oocupled momt of the time of
this mill,

Woman Saw MIll Manager.

Upon the untimely death of W. B. Kin-
ney, chlef owner and manager, last June,
his widow (nee Birong, of Salem,), sue-
ceeded to that Important poaltion, Lack
favored and soon the mill began to run
on fuil time and obe-fourth overtime. An-
olher improvement soon followed A
trained mnd capable superintendent from
Puget Bound was put In charge of the
operating department, and many reforms
kro belng Inetituted, Including o prompt
payment of bilis, the lack of which had
handoapped the mill for many Years.
Whetber It Is due to the woman's wit or
luck s not sstablished, but sure 1t is that
Manager Kinney Is winning cut, she belng
the stcond woman in Astorla to make a
distingulshed success In busibess.

The other saw mil] In Astorin, the As
toria Box . bus ltkewise n great
aite for Itf mill. It s 338 fest wide, It
runs ot to deep-ship chamnmel some 590
fewt, across the rallroad track, awitches
from which are bsing also run into the
mill premises in preparstion for the pend-
ing Eastern trade. Heretofore the As
toria Box Company hns had less capacity
than the Ciantsop MIll Company, but It
has slwaya been Tun on sound business
principles and has always made money
under its manager. Mr. W, F. McGregor,
who is president of the compmny, It will
soon be much enlarged to meet the new
etir, and will be made a great export
mill. Its dally capacity for years hoas
been about 20,000 feet ; o smug, thriving loeal
bosiness, (hat never “hit off more than
it could chaw,” but dealt with the netual
eituation. Tt is branching out to meet the
new sftuation, Its new Wox factory, now
mourly completed, Is strictly up to date;
It I» 166 fest long, and 6 feet wide, with
ell modern machinery, and has numeroun
tmacks for Joading the cars upon the
switch, Mr, MeGregor M laying his plana
for developing both the Hastern and for-
elgn trade. The local businexa of the
company Includes the supplying of many
San Franociseo housee with shooks for the
fruitoanning trade in California and for
mimon canning tn Alaskn. The Astoria
Box Company’s mill is located at the eant-
om end of the Astorian street-osr irack
on the line between Upper Astoria and
Alderbrook. In M= front st the dsep-ship
channel, s a BM-foor depth of water at
low tide. When It gets In trim for the
export trade 1t will have {ts wharf out &t
this doep water,

Other Saw WMilia.

The West Shore Mill Company’s m'll
cepssl operations s number of years ago,
and its bulidings rotted awny before this
new life came to the old, moosbuck town.
The Trulllagers, who own that very floe
mdll atte, howsver, turned thelr attention
to welectric lighting, and mve a large
plant on the Innd near by the old ealie,
which is located al the western end of
the street-car line, with some of the best
water In the bay. The old Warrenton
rw mill, on the Bkipanon, across Young'e
Bay, which had gote into “Innocuous
desuctude,” har lately been started up by
C. ¥. Laster, who = underatond to be
operating with Banker Warren, the king
of Warrenton, The capacity of this mill
ir emaull, and its teade 1z waliisg on the
accumulation of a supply of seasoned lum-
ber. Ths old Beaside saw miil ton, ha=
been rescutd from decay and (= now being
opersted to great advantage by W. F.
MeGregor and N. P. Soroensen (chie? own-
era), who bave nequired fthe bulk of the
best sproce timber In the Necanicum hasin,
Thlr concern 10 now named “The Necnni-
rum Spruce Lamber Company.” and Bank.
or Patton, of Astorin, Is president, with
N. D. Bain ss seoretary. It makess 500
boxas & day, and It has a dally lumber ea-
paclty of 500 feat. It has such freight
faten over the Seanide Rallrond Into As.
torla that It can earlly compele with
the Astorta saw mills for the Coast trads
i spruce lumber. A dlstinet femture of
Astoria's eaw mill bug'ness la the Soren-
e=ti Lumber Company., of which W. F.
McGregor s president and N. P. Sorensen
ta secretary. Its shares are held by the
Clatsop MIl Company, the Astoria Box
Company and N, P. S8orenren, the Iatter
being also one of the wide-awake lumber
men of the Weat, and be and MolGregor
constituting a team that != attracting at-
tention through thelr shrewd moves {n the
lumber fleld. This Sorensen Lusther Com-
pany owne or leases all the jop booms of
the Astoria saw mills, and suppites loge
to them and other customers. It s no-
quiring timber In the first socond, third
xzd fourth great timber beits herein de.
eribed, and s destined tp cut o great
figure in Astoria's lumber future,

Humors are rife of the purpose of the
Antoria Company, A. B. Hammond, man-
ager. to enter the lists» with & greal ex-
port maw mill of & dally sspacity of EH00
feel, 1o he erected at Hammond, near Fort
Etevens. That company has been noguirs
ing muchk timber in the Neoanlcom basin
and down the Coast far into Tillamook
nlong the projectod Ime of the A & C
B. R extension, which Umber s monstly
apruce. That timber, sxcept In the Necun)-
cum basin = not at present acceseiblo
for Astoria mills. The Astoria Company
bhzs pot invesied In any of the mors ac-
camnible timber belts thus far, which may
sccount for the rumor of its purposs to
start & mammolh paper mill near hare—n
ramor that hes disturbed the Willamette
Pulp & Paper Ml Company no little

Tt= investments Ih the Nehalem Basin are
Hmited to the modith of the river, where

the milroad woult cross It. It Is asserted,

pted as readily as the proposition
to Americanize a small portion of the
country through which the canal might
pass. .

“The same high official whom 1 have
quoted above asked me what kind of labor
would be brought into Nicaragua to comn-
struct the canal. I told him that undoubi-
edly any treaty that wouid oe made with
the United States in regard to the matter
would be observed, and that I had no rea-
san to belleve that the government of tha
Uplited States would be lnsistent by the
Introdustlon of any particular kind of la-

. empeclally If it wes agalnst the accept-
& polivy of the Nicaragunn Government.
I sald In addition that the chances wers
thist 10,000 white laborers would come Into
the country to build the canal, and If they
remalned they would hring others, and
that togeiher they wodld Americanize the
country If the Nlcarsguans were not care
ful. To this, the rejoindér was that such
a tndency would be welcomsd by all the
poopls, a8 1t wes recognised that soch an
infusion of Americans into
politics would losure Immunity from reve
elution,

"I took measures to conflrm the atate-
mont mnde by the officlal with whom I
nonversed, and fopnd that he had in mo
degree oversstimated the sentiment among
the people, I was also convineed that to
be popular the proposition of annexation
shouid emanste from the United Btates
Government, and not from any Nica-
raguan official.”

A CUBAN ROMANCE.

Varled Experiencen of One of Roose-
velt's Rough Riders,

NEW YORX, Febh, ZL—A dispateh to the
Horald from Havana says:

Emilto Coshun, who was a Rough Rid-
er, has been roleassd from jodl by Gov-
ernor Wood. He was serving a three
yesrs' sentence for having killed Lisuten-
ant Mardnex, of the Cuban army, last
March,

Cashua was at the tima lleutenant of
police, and ths shooting occurred in the
progresy of a nght In the Iglaterra Hotel
over the distribution of the §2,000,000 to the
Cuban veterans. Cashoo was born in It-
aly, but is an American cliisen. Fesling
ran bigh agnltist him among the Cubans,
who threatened lynching. A wealthy Cu.
tan girl, Miss Castillo, becnme Infatuatod
with Cashun and marrisd him In jall
about & month after his imprisonment
Ehe had gliven away o fortune to the rev-
olutionists during the war, and after the
marringe appsaled to General Gomes to
us= N influonce for her husband. Gomes
refused becauss Cashus was an American
clitizen,

Since then she has spent another fortune
striving to guin her husband's relense. Bhe
ploaded with Governor-General Wood,
oGvernor RHomevelt, Presldent MoKinley
and the military asuthorities here. Noth-
ing dauntsd her. To guin her purpose she
offered Jullers Inrges bribes, until orders
wore issued denying her antrance to the
primn.  She disclosed (0 tho milltary au-
thorities last gummer a plol of Cubansa
to blow up the Tacon Theater, and anolh-
er munieipal building In Banth Clara, on
tha night of the Fourth of July. This in-
formation caussd alarm in milltary olr-
cles, and for her conduet her husband's
pardon was promised if the conspirators
were arrested. Havana was pot under
milltary guard that night, and a regiment
of soldlery watched the bulldings in Banta
Clara. An attemnpt wns made at hoth
places, exactly acconding to the detalls
furnished by Mm Cashua, Thres men
were caught In the act of placing puck-
nxes of dynamite under the Tacon Thea-
ter.

Stnoe Governor-Genernl Wood's arrival,
he has takon an interest In the cnwe, and,
cansidering Cashoa’s herolsm at Santtago,
he granted the pardon. Cashua left Hu-
vann secreily after his release, and will
probably go o the United Btates with his
wife immadlntely, an he feurs death at
the hands of the Cubans.

PASSENGERS WERE SHOCKED

Blectricity BEscaped in a Chilcago
Trolley Car.

CHICATGO, Feb, 2—Fifty passengoers
on o HalstedsStrest eclectric car wers
ahocked by electriclty last evenlng, A
panle followed, but nobidy was seriously
hurt. Two passengers falt the effects
for some Ume afiet, but were able to
mova about without assisiance,

At Polk street tha passengers wearing
rubbers were murprised to see Lho others
suddenly Jumping about Conductor
Cruwford was collecting fares, when sud-
denly he leaperd from the floor and re-
markead that needles wers passing through
his lege. The fioar of the car had be-
comae thoroughly soaked with water and
maide a good conductor far ths elsctricity,
Women and children felt the shock and
were panic-stricksn when several of the
men were thrown from thelr feet. The
car was stopped by some one pulling the
trolley-pole from the wire, shutting off the
eloctriclity.

An Investigation showed that the insu-
Intion of a wire connected with the hemt-
ing apparntus had fallen off, allfowing
the copper wire to come In contxet with
the water-evaked floor.
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' i Iy and entirely
revolutionizs the present system of gras-
Ing in this state.

Third—Any leasing system would havae
an undoubted tendency towand concen-
tration of land ownership Into the hands
of a few people.

Of other objections, thers are many,
but for present purposss, thess thres will

suffice.

In regard to the frst objection—that
leasing the public domaln would tend to
check Oregon's déevelopment. It must hs
admitted that a lease Implies a lessen
and a lessor. One must be the landlord:
the other, the rentar. In order to sscure
the walldity of the contraoct, tha lessor
must guarantse the use and beneflt accru-
ing from the land to the lessée. That ls,
the government must securg the renter
from Iotrusion on the part of any one
elne ns to the ocoupancy of the land. In
other words, nny system of leasing the
publle domaln must disallow the occu-
panoy of such lands by ths homesteader
or homehullder. Any leasing system In
which the government does not guarantes
titla to the |and during the tenure of the
lense is of no avall, and amounts to noth-
ing except to6 cause bitter strifs between
the renter and the homesteader.

On the other hand, when the govern-
ment procesds to leass the publle domain,
by that actlon It does away with the
long-established American policy of en-
couraging home-bullding by donating to
each eltizen so much of tha publie land
as may be considered necessary for such
purpose. Nor can this effect be avolded
by undertaking to make exceptions of
oertain tracts for settlement by virtue
of the judgment of any Individual. Buch
a procedure would simply be putting 1t
within the power of one person to declare
what portion of tha West shall be de-
veloped, and that portlon shall be devoted
to pastoral purposes. Upon this festure
of the subject, 1T do not bellevs it to bo
within the power of any single Individual,
or set of Individuals, to penetrats the
unknown sufficlently to declare what por-
tlon of the Weiat in susoaptible to assttle-
ment and development loto homes, and
what mot. 1 do mot except even the
honds 0f Any or all the departments of
the prexent or next sucossding admine
istrations.

The future development of our own
atate of Oregun 1= a sealed book, even
to those of us who have llved here cone
tl y and beheld its gradual prog-
ress durlng the past genemation. Judg-
Ing from the past, to say nothing of the
present trend of the Umes, who is thers
what head of a governmental department
1= there, who has any lcenss to forstaill
even for the brief period of 10 ysars what
landn in Eastern Oregon, through privats
enterprise, will be settled and converted
into homes, and what not? Are we pre-
pared to declare all the remnining public
lands unfit for other than pastoral pur-
posen, and procesed upon that basis to
shut out Immigra jon and parcel It out
nmong oursslves | I think not, and 1
think many otho 8 will be of the same
opinion upon mature reflection.

My second objecilon, that It would sud-
denly and entlrely revolutionize the pres-
ent system of graszing In this state, Is,
like the first, A very wital one. Under
the present system, we use the low-lying
hills, valleys and destert lnnds for wintor-
ing purptees, AS summer advances, we
move our stock to the higher altitudes,
which absund in the s=soft. nutritions
graases, which produes the proper growth
upon the young, and the accumulation of
flesh upon the mature for marketing pur-
poses. The topography of Eastarn Ore-
gon I8 much that, undar the present nys-
tem, we are enabled to carTy A very
large amount of stock with a minimum
nmount of friction, and, all the reporis of
the secretary of agriouiture notwith-
standing, will, if let alone, continue a0
to do for yadra to come. I do not bellays
any bhotter scheme onn ba devisad for
utilizing the publlce domain In Bastern
Oregon for years to come, than the
present system, wherehy we are enabled
to contribute to the aggregnte wealth of
the state our counitless herds of cattle,
sheep nnd horses, Buch, at lenst, are
the practical results which we have to
ghow for the present open system of
grasing.

Buddenly reverse the system. Inaugu-
rate a barbwire efa throughout Eastern
Oregon: throw all'our stock Inte pastures
constructed from thls misornble stuff: shot
us out from the mountain ranges, if may
be: and If anything further ean be'thought
of to hedge s sboul, enact that into'law
also—and what have you done? Have you
presarved o single Jinde of grasa? No:
for pastured watoo”, will always destroy
mors grass, hemd ar head, than when not
confined. Have | du Increased the output
of the atock pE iuet? No; you have dl-
minishred thats You have simply and
suddenly revolutionized the gmszing of
stock In Eastern Oregon. as now con-
duated, with all that Implles in the way of
loss to present Investments and future
development, and have Insugurated in its
stoad a very doubtful, not to say danger-
ous, experiment. which in sure to fall
short of saiisfaction In the way of elther
immediate or ultimate results. save to
thoae prople 1o the East who own barb-
wire factorics.

In support of my third objection—that
any leasing xyat 1l hiave an un-
doubted tendency toward econcentrating
ownership of land—I desire merely to call
attention to tha fact that It ls the history
of the leasing ldea when applied to public
lands In, all natlong of ancisnt or modern
times, that such a syesiem of disposing
of the public domaln results ultimately In
vested rights. Take each of the measures
now pénding before congress. Every one
providea for re-leaxing the same iands to
the same Individunls 1 tly to their
helrs and assigns—the only logleal con-
cusfon from such & beginning belng ths
vested nght of the lessce to the land, He
alrendy has the Indefinlte option to lemse
the land, which only requires another turn
of the congressionel whesl to result in
absolute ownership, It Is but falr o
presume that, as in all cnsss of this' na-
ture, history will repeat Iteslf, IL oceurs
to me to be & much easler matter not to
lay n foundation for soch an evil than
to undertnke to arrest It when once well
along in the stages of devolopment. It
is another Instanpe whereln an ounce of
prevention s preferable to & pound of
oure.

In conelusion I will stats It s my be-
that this whole need of
Inrge-

it 15 surely too soon to begin parceling
out the public lands In large tracts amonk
ourselves. Buch aotion, especially at thia
particular time, when all syes are turned
westwanrd, would, by any construction
whatever of the signa of the times, ba
entirely prematura. At lesst, it a0 appears
to me. J. N. WILLIAMBON.

ASSESSMENTS FOR TAXES.

Recommendation That State Asnes.
wors He Suk 4 for C
Amscasors.

BALEM, Feb 2—(To the EdMor.)—
In his address to ths convention of Coun-
ty officlals Jataly held Iin Portland, Gov-
ernor Geer, As reported In The Oregonian
of the Ilat imat, aply stated the true
principles upon which to effect equality
of taxation. It ls for Amessors to obey

Tha difficuity of the situation, however,
s not so much in the statement as io the
spplication of the principle, "True cash
walue'" ls a good theory, but the condition
which confronts us was properly chario-
terized by Judge Potter, of Lane County.
at that same convention, as & “struggie
botween the Countles to escaps paymsant
of thelr just proportion of the State tax."

In the present tax-Sodging condition of
publla sentiment, It seems safe to assert
that o candidate for the office of County
Assessor could be elseted in any County of
the Biate over any opposilion, however
wenk otherwise, 1f it were known that he
favored listing all property for taxing
purpomes at Its actual falr cash value
Further: Experience haa shown that no
Asnemsor of any County has ever yet had
the moral courage to comply with the
spirit of tha low in this reapect.

Various remedies have been proposed
for this ackmowledged evil, Which seems
1w bs growing more formidable every
year. The hitherto umtried remedy of
“procinot Assessorn’’ would only multiply
the sources of unequal valustion and In-
crease the NMMculty of properly loemting
tha responsibliity for existing conditicms,
The Btate Board of Equalization wus ob-
jectionmble chiefly becnose the struggle
between the Countles, of which Judge Pot-
ter spoke, was not thoreby abated In the
leasmt, but was only concentrated into
emealler compuss, In the meetings of the
Board thers waa n continual comtest
amomg the mambers to effect combinmtionn
among osrtain sections of the Bdate for
the purpess of laying Increased propor-
tions of taxatlon on other sesctioms. A
Sinta Board, composed of County Amsos
mors, would anly aggravate the evil com-
piained of in the ¢ld Board.

The result of this condition of affalrs
ia that the Stats s practically a mendi-
cant depending for support on what tho
reverni Cuonties may choose to comtrib-
ute for that purpose. It matters naot
whit rate of taxation the Btlate officess
may Imposs; so long as the County au-
thorities have what s substantially the
exclusive power to fix property values, the
struggle will comtinus with Its attendant
Inequality of taxation.

It would ssem that If relations of the
Biate and the Countips to the matter of
listing and appraleing wroperiy for tmx-
Ing purposss were reversed the reason
for the presnt obnoxious conditions would
ba nearly, If not quite, removed It Is
suggedted that better results would be
nchieved If the office of County Ass=ssor
as at prosant constituted wers abolished.
Lot the Governor, or & Board, composed
of the Governor, Secretary of Btnte and
State Treasurer, appoint o sufficlent num-
her of Assesmors thrmughout the Btate to
st and valus the taxable property at its
actunl cash value In the several Coun-
tlex. It would be desirable to amange
property Into convenlent classifications
and to detatl for the duty of lsting and
valulng stch clasz men who are familiar
with that kind of property. Far example:
Appolnt men experienced in mercantils
Affalrs to assesn merchandiss and Intelll-
gent hedemen to assess [lyestock.

It would alxo ba desirable to appoint men
without reference. necessarily, to their
regidence; so that a realdent of Clacka-
mas County might be sent o llst property
in Multnomah or Washingion.

When the lists of proparty In ths mev-
eral Counttes were completed, opportunity
would have to be glven to the individusal
taxpayers to b heard ps to the correcl-
ness of thelr saveral assessments and
such hearings should bs had before soms
officor appointad by Biate authority for
each County or other convenlent district,
On final completion and revialon of the
lists the Btate would have a sound and
equitabie basis on which to calculate s
revenue and, by the present authority
constituted for that purpose, could levy
the Siate tax at n proper rale, appor-
tion'ng the sams among the ssveral
Countles nccording to the amount of taxn-
ble property-in each County. ‘The lista
of property In the several Countles ought
then to bs turned over 1o the proper au-
thorfties In each County as a basis for
the lovy of the County taxes as at pros-
ent. Taxes of nll kinds could then be
eoliected by the method now In vogue

The striggle bBotween the Counties to
avold taxation would ceass Lecauss ths
means of continuing It would be taken
AWAY. A better and more uniform sasess.
ment would resilt beecauss the manage-
mant of and responsibility for it would
be Ipcated within o smallor compass, An-
other elemant contributing to an im-
proved amiessment would be the fact that
the several Asvesmors would be mors dis-
interested than at present; they would he
responnible only to the power that ap-
pointed them and would not be seoking

re-aiection at the hands of the wvoters
whose property they would assess. The
State’s power to tax would be, as It
should bea, coupled with the power to de-
termine the values on which s mmtea
are to be levied apd the Stats would
ceasa to be, as it really mow 5 pebordi
nate to the Counties In all ts fi=eal con-
corns.

There ia crying need for reforming the
present jumble of lsws on tha subject of
taxation, and the foregolng In offersd as
& contribution to the discussion.

G. H B

In Defenne of Mra. Nelson.
PORTLAND, Feb, 22— (7o the Editor)—
Having just returned from Balem, and
hoaring of the death of litle Marguerhe
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malignant disease. [ feel very sorty that
things have been said which eut dooply
inte hearts already broken. No one
cAn oppose the teuchings of Christian
ficlenes any mors poaltively than
I do, but Jst uws not forget ithat
many wvery excellent and Christ-ilka peo-
ple are bellsvars In this, to ua, very
stranga aystem. Byt our Great Master hns
mld to us: "Blessed are the merciful, for
they shali obtain mercy™; “Tis kindly af-
fectioned one toward another.™
BAY PALMER,

Pastor Becond Baptist Chureh,

MAUD GONNE’S TALK,

Alleged Il Treatment of Britiah Re-
erults,

NEW TYORK, Feb Z—Mise Maude
Gonme, who hits Just returmed from a lec-
ture tour in New Englind in the Intere
eats of the Boers, sald Inst nighe:

“TI find T was not decelved In my be-
Usf that a vast amount of sympaihy with
the Boers exists here In Amerion. 1 have
lectored In every instance so far to full
kousens, and almost Invariabiy peoples have
been turned away. I shall resume my
tour af Clpdnnatl and go as far West
as Omaha. T intend salling on Mareh 4
as I must returm to Ireland, whers we
have an anti-recruiting campalgn in

progress,

“All the information I rocelve fram the
United Kingdom leads me to belleva that
recrutiing thers is extremely ufipopuiar
and that the volunteer forces which they
now purpose ralsing will fall far below
thelr expectations, Rosebery has pub- '

llely said that it might be that not more
than 00 would wvolunteer, and haw
warned the publie not 10 axpeot & greates
number of enllstments, Sut from what I
have baard, they will be Jucky If they get
10.000. The way the militin hay been mal-
treatad has not tanded to makes the army
popular. The milltin, which wis argan-
Izedd only for service within the boundarics
of tha United Elngdom. has now been
compellad to go Into active and, T think,
abroiutely (legal service In South Afrl-
ea. When any of the men remonstrated
they wore laken on board the trassporte,
handcuffed, and under threata of thelr
pfficers with lomded mwnivers

"It in like Jeading sheep to slaughter”
concludad Mlss Gonne, “hot men with
this fscling will not fight, and T eannot
belinve Englard will galn anything by
such methods.”

CENSORSHIF 0OF OFFICIAL CADLES.

England's Latest Move Canses o Dis.
agrreabhle impression,

NEW YORK, Fob 2—A special to the
Herald from Whashipgton sy

Great Britaln has announecd het purposs
to censor officinl as weil as private cabile-
gmms pent to international represants-
tives at Pretoria. This diclarstion s ane
of the most importan! oteps, affecting
international relations, tnken by Great
Britaln since the war with the Transvaal
begun. It §e liksiy to provoks correspond-
ence which will be of great moment In
respect to the future neutralization of
cable lines.

Following so closs upon ihe heely of
the alleged violation of the American con-
stular mafl, It s understood the announcs-
ment hes created a disagresabis impree-
wlon In offivial clreles. It will he difflenit
for the Uniied Batfes, however, to do
more than représent to Great Britain the
destrubllity of ks dispatches pessing the
pensor without interference. The lnes
comnocting South Africs with the rest of
the world belong to England, and the
British Government at the time of sign-
{rig the convention of 1884 aanounced that
“the Government of Her Majesty under-
stands article 13 of the trealy In this
senae: In tUme of war, a belliperenmt
signatory of the convention shall be free
to net In relntton to the submarine cables
as If the conwvention did not exist™

There is no doubt that the purpose of
the consarship {8 (o prevent Dr. Leyds, or
othor Bosr agents, [rom communicating
with the Pretoria officlale

Mr. Macrum, In his official report. sald:

“] was privately Informed by the Baiglan
and German Coneuls s Protoria that
thelr official cables in code to thelr Gove
enments had bean refused by the censor,”

Christian Clilsennkip Mecting.

The East Bllle W, C. T. U. gave o
New England dinner and Christinn Citd-
senship rally yeaterday at the headquar-
ters on Powell strest From 5:30 ool
70 in the evening the women of (ke
Union served o real New Ensinnd dinmer,
consisting of ihe sme things in which the
early nettiers delighted. A large sum was
realizsed from the dinnes, which will be
wtilized in the wvarious charitable reforms
of the W, C. T. T.

At § ocick a prosTAammme, consisting
of muale, recitations and nddresses, was
givan., The exercises opened with “Amer-
fea ™ sung by the sudiemce, alter which
Mre Sarah Kern, Presldent of the Union,
rend & wslection from the Union Bigmal
contalning a brief statement of whmt
Christian oitisepnship really means to the
W. C, T. U, workers. After a recitation
by Miss Maggle Miller. Rev. Hawiey, of
the Trinity Methodist Church, was called

gnlical Churol followad with an exceilents
iy rendersd msiection.

“True Cltisenship and tha Publle
Sehools ™ hy Professor W, L. Hoovers, wag
especially Inetsuctiva. e first pald & high
trfbute to the accompiishmments in seforms
of the women of the W. & T. U, and theey
proceeded to show tmet the rudments of
Christinn citizenship should be trestiiied by
the bearts of the chibiren. Hia sald Sl
& part of the tenchers’ work was to i
struct tha ohfidren under thelr care M
trus patriotisn, for they wers the 4
citipens and voters, and such !:u.lm
woull be valuable then. Tho spenker stafs
o that the ides of patriotis instructios: W8
the schools wam new; that [t was formerly
thought only ¥y > In good
diseipline and give latellectual Inetroction,

Mra M L. Driges then gave “Woman's
Part in Christlan Clilzssnshipn™ In 4 ooll=
clse manner. She was of the oplidlon shag
wommen wors nol qguite resdy for -um-‘:
as they needed more aducallon alomg
political Ilne. They took, sho thought, 08
fittle concern !n the matter and 44 ok
embrucn the opportunities thay hed als
ready gultwed,

Mrs. L. H. Additon closed the programmne
with & very Intoresting talk on the sube
ject, and summed up the whais metter
by the siatemnent that the women needed
mege perfect orgunimtions for thalr worls

COEUR D'ALENE RIOTS,

Further Testimony BHelore House
investignting Committee.

WASHINGTON, Feh. IL—-The nveetls
gatian In the Coeur J'Alens lzhes riite
was ocontinued foday by the Hooss
committes on military affuirm

H W. Stnson testified at lmgth
ax o e In the “bull pen' whate
the scrused miners werse bebl  His
description wis Mustraied by EY
largw naumber of photograghs  shows
ing the prison !nolosgre, coorinting of &
number of ruds shantics, surrounded by &
wire fomoe, The witness wus & Sehodd
Commisaioner. and was remaved for allsged
aympathy with the miners, nnd was sabs N
sequantly arrested. Hs sall the "tml)
pen™ wils very flithy. Mon ale
off the ground and the food was
bad. There wwre practieally no sanibary
arrangementd, ‘The witness sald his msil
was opened, and on ofte oocasion When
his wifs wus badly Injured and 1o & deile
cats ponditlor, he was refused permissiong
to go to her Htinsom alwo tnid of the
gunrdhouss, & part of the "bull pen®™
where he nnd others were heid most of the
time. The raln beat ihrough it, sad the
Inmates wers often eosking wer Staw
had heen trampled Into (e ground, and
offiesrs In charge of s Dnited Stated
forces refused (o allow hay to he Brought
In. Many drunken saldiers were put IS
the guardhouse with the socmaed,

An sxtandsd dscumion cccurred
memberg of Lhe cammities over an
of Leniz and Suizer to Introducs a newspas
per interview by Barilett Sincialir. Stafe
Auwilter of fdaho, The commities finally
voled not to admit that Une of testimany
Sulger noted the axception and Lents !li
the House woa a superior body to widdly
an appeal couil be mmde. W

Thicage Hawehall (lab.

CHICAGO, Feb. B —President Hart
msusd the call (or the practlos asason
the Chicagn Bassball Clubk The playets I
are ord=red 1o report on Mareh A for pres
limizary training. Aftsr that date INeg
will ba placed at the dirpoma] of Mansger
Loftus to wander through the Southaill
States untll the playing swason opene. The
players who will report am: Catelie
Dotahus, Chance, Nichols; pitchers
nth, Callaban, Taylor, Kiliem, Garvlll
Harvey, Phyle, Mmefes, Cogan; nflolds
ers, Everetz, MeCormack, € 1,
Walverton, Connor, Magoon, Bradley: cule
Nelders, Ryan, Meries, Seaen, Dungasy
EPexier. McCarty, Quinn )

The programme for the preliminary salls
son s sbout compieted. Whnt place Wil &8
be the sceno of the early practice bhas noh
been Nnally decidml. Manager Loftus will) o
sat out todmy to inspect severnl
which are under coosideration Hs
visit Selmi. Ala; Vicksburs, Miss, aod |
Tascalooss, Ale. before desiding ]
Universily of Alnbama has offersd 1By
use of iin grocndy 2 Tuscajocsn wilh &
the hope of getting soms practice Faones
wilh {he leaguers. Before returning
ng=r Lofums will visit Memphis and h
ably arrangs for several games o
playsd on the return of e fsam £
the South.

¢
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