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TRADE WITH SIBERIA. -

Count Cassinl, the Russlan ambassa-
dor at Washington, tells the corre-
spondent of the Boston Hersld that
there are as greal opportunities for
dAmerican Indusity and trade in Siberia
B8 in China, If not greater, Yesterday's
Oregonian, in iis shipping columns, had
A very favorable asccount of present
and prospective commerce between
Fortlend snd Siberian puorts, What
Biberie will wamnt from us s Indicated
By the cargoss niready shipped, name-
Ry: Laumber, flowr, provisions, feed and
Enilte. Our Eastern states are filling
for Siberian shipment enormous orders
ol slesl ralle, Juctmoetives and miscel-
JEneous machinery. Mining, In wvari-
ous parts of that vast country, wiii, It
18 belleved, spon have very extensive
development.

Count Cuassinl says thst Siberia Is
Sgual in area 10 Cansds and the United
Btates, and he pdds thad the country
offers the most alluring Inducement to
cRpltal to assist in 15 development. It
must, however, be remembered that so
Wast a proportion of the country les
writhin the frozen circle that no devel-
opment like thuat which has taken place
25 the Unlied States and Canadas will
ever be witnegsed these; though doubt-
Jess jocalities will be found as favora-
ble to development s even the best
Party of Canads, Of course, the resem-
Blanes between large part of Slberia
and the greet northern portdons of Can-
@ds s very cloee,. and no large popu-
Aation can ever exist in elther.

To whar extent Siberia may become
B wheatprowing country s yet & mat-
Ser of conjecture, and therefore of dis-
Pute. IL suems ‘hable, however, that
Biberia st some time not distant will
Begin to contribute considerable quan-
Rilles of whent and bariey to the oul-
mide world. This, If It prove true, will
Snterfere with our shipments of cereals,
Put it Is probable that increasing ship-
ments of lumber will be steadily want-
ed. Yet it Is gdmitted by Count Cas-
ginl that while encouragement s now
fresly offered to Amserican enterprise
and to lmportatlons from America,
these privileges are likely to hold good
only umtil such time as the Russlans
in Biberin are prepared to undertake in
oarnest the Indusirial development of
The countiry. “Open door” privilegea
ghen will probally be withdrawn. This
stutement, from such a source, mAY
Ssuggest to us that we should not bank
200 heavily on the permanence of Bi-
berian trade: for we shall probably see
the time when Siberia will apply the
dectrine of protective tarllf ln a very
rigorous way The Russian minister
indeed s entirely frank about this;
hence his statement that there are at
Present great oppertunities of trade
with Siberia which the United Stales
ought to improve Is subject to a some-
what discouraging Hmitation. But he
pays our people ought 1o go there, take
Jeading part in the industrial develop-
mnent of the couniry and get the bene-
fits of the protective policy ibat is to
wome., This iovitatien is pot alluring
encugh to alirnet much atlention In
Amesrica—uniess there should be great
Evid discoveries;, and perhaps not then.
for the Russisn government might bhe
expoected Lo outdo even the masterful
policy of Uncle Paul Kruger, In absorp-
tion of the procesds of the mines,

it i Briteh policy slone that sup-
Poris open trade in Asia—ihet §5, Great
Britsin alone, of Old World nations
stands for the “open door™ in Asin that
i= essenmtial to theé Paciflc commerce of
the United States. Of Russinn exclu-
siveness we have, indeed, no right to
compinin, since the Hke policy has long
been our own. But it will not be ad-
Tantageous to us to Snd as the out-
come of changes now golng on in Asia
Russian policy ascendant there.

Apuns!ysi= of the Russian budget for
31900, made by the New York Journal of
Oommerce, shows that the ordinary
&nfi exiraordinary expenses are esti-
mated ot SH05,000,000, or $7,000,000 less
than in 1898 and the orldlinary and ex-
traordinary recelpts are $E22,000,000,
making a deficit of nearly $K2,000,000
This is an advance over 1848, when the
deficit was §01.060,457. As the famine
gErowe and muoch of the Sibherlan rall-
way will need 1o bBe rebulit, owing to
Gefective muterial and bad location, the
deficlt estimated for 1900 will, in the
Journal’s opinion, be largely excesded.
Hence the indisposition of capitalists to
Jend more moncy to the czars gov-
ernment, the iden being that the Rus-
plan debt i already heavier than Rus-
sla cun safely besr, M. Witte, the
finance minister, attributes the mone-
tary stringency snd difficuity he en-
tounters in getting money o a general
spprehension of war, which, he thinks,
wmould not exist If other governments
phured the czar's pacific sentiments,
M. Witte has personally done much to
poutiteract the ambitious schemes of
e milltary siement In Bussia, He I=
& friend of pence and orderly finance.,
(He s probably aware, though ke cin-
pot suy sn, that Russii’s enormous
aArmaments are Lhe cause largely of
Burops being today an armed camp.
*Ir the pacific sepilments of the cxar,”
says the Journzl, W% torrectly, “would
only restraln Russie from adding to
s already large forces In a locality
where they mengce China and Japan,
and from pressing forward Its slow
wbsorption of Persia and from threat-
ehing Afghanigtan, they would have
il muck greater value for the world

at large. Nothing would =zo much pro-
mote the peace of the world &s a sub-
stantial {odication that Rugsia had sus-
pended for a time her policy of expan-
sglon In every part of Asla, from the
Bosphorus eastward, and In the Balkan
peninsula, where she cannot expand
without menacing Austria and the
whole Mediterranean region.”

A STAGE IN SELF-GOVERNMENT.

A perlous’ proposal. in- congress that
federal judges shall hereafter be elec-
tive instead of appointive leads on to
many speculations. The proposal is
sufficlently sure of rejectlon to exclite
no alarm, but it may =erve to remind
us that popular government is & thing
of slow growth rather than an act of
special creation. It Is & process In
which we are moving towards a goal
yet unreached, in as true & Sense as
the Cubans are, or the Filipinos, We
are in advance of them, but we are not
&t the end of the journey, &t the sum-
mit of the ascent.

When the constitution of the United
Stetes was adopted, It became & mat-
ter for careful consideration how far
the American people had advanced on
the way of self-government. Upon the
answer to this question the grand old
statesmen of that day divided. BSome,
like Jefferson and Wilson of Pennsyl-
vania, had almost unlimited faith in the
capacity of the masses for gelf-govern-
ment. Others, like Hamilton and Mor-
ris, distrusted them. Some were for
lodging powers In president and con-
gress that would permilt little popular
interference; othérs were for the wid-
est possible application of popular sov-
ereignty.

We know, without looking, what the
result of such differences inevitably
must have been., It was a compromise,
The people could elect representatives
to the lower house of cangress, but they
were not trusted with election of the
president. They could not elect the
senators, as this was & very important
matter involving all executive appoint-
ments to office and all treaties with
forelgn powers., Between the people and
the senate were interposed the legisia-
tures, and between the people and the
presidency was Interposed the electoral
college, which was created for no other
purpose than to serve as a buffer be-
tween popular feeling and the moment-
ous respongibiiities of the presideney.

Time has shown ua that the people
can be trustéd to elect the president.
Half the truth would doubtless be that
the aristocrats of 1787 were too distrust-
ful of the people, but the other half s
that the people of today are more fit
for self-government th&n those of
Washington's time, when a popular
vote might have resulted against the
war for Independence. Time now be-
gins to show us that the people can also
be trusted to elect the senators, Their
fitness In this respect seems to be the
subject of general conviction among
thinking men today, and the realization
only waits upon removal of obstacles
#et in the way by red tape and political
machines.

As to the judiclary, however, progress
ha= not been so rapld. It was recog-
nized =t once, when our government
end the separate states themselves
wiere formed, that the masses of the
American people could not at that time
be trusted to select courts that were to
Interpret lonws. It §8 only In the most
kigtly trained community that dlscre-
tion ean be guaranteed (o withstand the
appeals of demsgogy and the arts of
popularity. Clamor might remove the
just judge and elevate the unjust.
Progress has been made, and now it
has become the rule rather than other-
wige for state judiclary to be elective
instead of appolntive. Public opinion
has been enlightened to the importance
and profit of continuing good judges In
office, In every community the names
of elected Judges In supreme and circuit
eourts, retatned till death or honored
retirement, are household words. In
these narrow local circies, where ¢har-
goter and attainments of incumbents
can be known of all, popular control
of the judicinry can be relied upon to
an extent that s manifestly Impossi-
ble In wider politienl subdivisions,
where voles are controlled by partisan
fmpulses. Whenever the day comes that
the masses can be depended upon to
select the Judlciery with care, and con-
tinue judges durlng life or good behav-
lor with the same certalnty that now
obtalns under appointment, the change
will be made. There will be no resist-
ing it

These interesting phenomena of race
development are Instructive to all who
realize that human institutions, self-
government among them, are products
of elow evaolution from rude beginnings
up to a beautiful, harmonlous prime,
They have no concern or value (o those
who hold thet seif-governing communi-
ties are miraculously born, complete in
stature and mature in powers, from the
womb of time. They are unintelligible
to those who hold that a congerles of
semi-civilized tribes in the Phillppines
can, through a form of special crea-
tion, be made a republlc by simple
bestowal of a name.

GENERAL BULLER'S MOVEMENT,

General Baller's movement agalnst
the Boer army on the line of the Tugela
river is reported to bave to come to a
halt, even as that of General Methuen
did aflter crossing the Modder river and
suffering severe repulse In attacking
the enemy’s intrenched line at Magers-
fontein. This movement was reslly be-
gun on the lith inst, when & British
mounied brigade seized the Springfield
bridge and FPotgleter's drifl. On the
iith Inst. a British brigade crossed
Potgleter's drift in the evening, and
the remainder of the column  crossed
the next day. The British met with
little or fo opposition from the Boers
in thelr passage of the Tugela river,
the latter retiring sbout Ave miles from
the river 1o positions alreéady fortified
or eastly Ifitrenched.  General Buller's
forces consisted of General Warren's
division, on the extreme left, which
crossed the Tugela river at Trichard's
drift, about six miles west of Potgle-
ter's drift, where Lyttleton’s brigade
hed crossed, followed by Hilyard's at
the Springfield bridge.

This turning movement of General

Buller's, directed agalnst the Boer right

flank, was sound strategy. General
Buller planned to have Genersl War-
ren's divisglon envelop the right of the
Buer position while they were at-
tacked in front by the brigadeg that
erossed at Potgleter's drift, The pian
was sound and prudent, and probably
would have been successful iIf executed
by infantry agalnst infantry, but, exe-
cuted by infantry against equally well-
armed mounted Infdntry, it was fore-
doomed to difficulty if not to failure.
The Boers coffersd no serious resist-
ance to General Buller's advance across
the Tugela, because thelr tacties were
to remain on the defensive in positions

slready selected, and from which In
case of defeat they could fall back on
the forces south of Ladysmith for sup-
port. The Boers have made just resist-
ance engugh to allow them to concen-
trate their forces at the critical point of
attack, and there they have stopped,
leaving General Buller the gloomy al-
ternative of making a hopeless frontal
attack or of beginning his fanking
operation sll over agsain,

General Buller has done as well as
possible for & man who undertakes to
turn an enemy out of & position that Is
at least as well armed as he s, and
presents a front of intrenched mounted
Infantry against his army of infantry
supported by mnot more than 3000
mounted men. General Buller has béen
senslble and prudent, but the British
will never win in Africa until they have
& mounted force of 25,000 British Cape
Colonists, as well mounted, and as well
armed ns the Boers. Glven equal arms
and equal steadfastness under fire, and
superior mobility will win the day
every time, The Englishman is a brave
man, but he cannot expect to beat an
intrenched army of mounted men
equally well armed with himself, with
an army of infantry not greatly supe-
rior In numbers,

BURNS,

Tonight our Scottish fellow-citizens
will celebrate the memory of Burns.
No other Christlan people on the globe
cherish the memory of any poet as do
the Scotch that of Burns., England has
no national poet whose memory |s pas-
glonately reverenced by both peer and
peasant. America’s nearest approach
to such & poet s Whittier, who fed his
young poetic impulses chiefly on Burns,
Ireland did not find a true natlonal
bard in Moore, who was a bit of a tuft-
hunter, which Burns never was, either
in his days of transient sunshine or his
last years of degradation and sorrow.
The truth I8 that while Burng ls easily
Scotland’'s greatest poet, he s loved
and worshiped by his countrymen not
s0 much for his poetic genius as for
the fact that his muse was go intensely
Scotch, If Burns had devoted his great
powers to the celebration of high poetle
themes that were not essentlally in-
stinct with the provinelal life and color
of Scottish history, social habits and
traditions, he would not be the pet poet
of the Scottish people today, any more
than Pope or Gray or Cowper or
Wordsworth or Tennyson is pecullarly
dear to the heart of the whole Eng-
lish people. It was because Burns was
a great Scotchman, who from first to
last always worgshiped Scotland, that
all Scotchmen worship the memory of
Burns.

The Bcotch are an intensely intel-
leotual people, but they are not pecul-
farly a poetic-minded race. Many Eng-
lishmen and Americans are more en-
thusiastic admirers of the astonishing
versatility of the poetic genius of Burns
than the majority of Scotchmen, but
English and Americans admire simply
Burns, the warbler of beautiful, brook-
like songs, the great humorist, the
trenchant satirist; while to Scotchmen
Burns is passionately dear because he
was a great-hearted Scotchman, first
and last and always, subordinating hlg
greatl powers 10 the glory and pralse of
Scotland. Burng' heart was always as
responsive to Scottish life, sympathles
and memories as was the Highland
brigade at the battle of the Alma, when
stern eld Sir Colin Campbell rode along
the line of battle and cried “Old Scot-
land forever, boys." That Intense pa-
triotic feeling was always expressed
eloguently by Burns, and because of
this he is as dear to the heart of Scot-
Iand as If he had fallen at Flodden,
sword In hand, fighting for his country
and his king. In other words, if Burns
had been less of a Scotchman, but even
& greater poet, he would not have been
go enthusiastically worshiped by the
Scottish people.

It was because Burns sang Scotland
go tunefully and eloquently, and sang
nothing else so nobly and so long, that
Scotland in its intense patriotism wor-
shipstoday and always will worship the
memory of Burns. Burns was a well-
read man In the poetlc literature of his
day, without being a severs student or
university scholar, It was fortunate
for his fame that he was not a man
of severe gcholastic culture, like Mllton,
for if he had been he would probably
have lost his charming spontanelty,
Shakespeare, Byron arid Burns are dis-
tingulshed for a certaln rush, vigor &nd
fréeshness of movement and manner
which was polnted out to Wordsworth
by Walter Scott when he wrote him:
“You and I have to toll and work hard
over our poetry, but Burns and Byron
were born poetg; they bubbled forth

brook-like songs or wrote verses that

make you think of & mountain torrent.”
This Is not the exact language of Scott,
but it {s the substance of his thought.

Burns was not unlike Byron, who was
half Scotch, In gsome respects, He had
the same mixture of strong, vigorous
understanding mariled to & noble lmag-
ination. Both were strong reasoners In
verse; both keen and vigorous satirists;
both were natural radicals at war with
church and crown; hoth were generous,
loyal, brave and truthful men; open-
hearted, open-handed, affectlonate
{riends, Burns was probably a man of
sweeter and healthler mind and spirit
than Byron, for Byron's paternal an-
cestors were aristocrats of vitiated
blood, while his mether had e violent
temper soured by trouble; so that
Burns had the advantage at least of
having had good parents on both sides,
and he was not & man of morbid spirit.
Had Burns been born a poor English
lord Jhe would probably have behaved
nelther better mor worse than Byron,
and had Byron been born of plous
Scotch peasant stock, he, would prob-
ably have been very much such & man
gs Burns. Byron's birth and breeding
kept him from being & wvulgar tippler;
and he was a man of sound business
quality, which Burns was not. Byron
made good bargains with his publishers
for every line he wrote, while Burns,
in a spirit of lUterary Quixotism, re-
fused to accept pay for a great deal of
his best work in the matter of song-
writing, With Byron's business gensae,
Burns need never have been in pecun-
lary straits, The greatest glory of
Burns is the brightest feather in By-
ron’s plume, and that is that he dedl-
cated his genlus to the defénse and
exaltation of the primitive rights of
the people, as contrasted with the ac-
quired artificinl rights of caste, class
and aristecracy. Burns, like Byron,
gkinned and scalded the heartless,
hypooritical hlerarchy of his day, a
daring act, for which he not only never
wes forglven In his life, but it was
remembered to his prejudice long years
after his death, .

Oregon cllmate may generally be de-
pended upon to regulate itself In the
Interests  of agriculture and hortigul-

o iy

ture. People who for some days past
have been vexing themselves and
wearying others with doleful prognosti-
cations of overlush grainfields and pre-
mature budding of frult trees were
properly rebuked by the sharp frost of
Tuesday night, succeeded by a chill
atmosphere which has in it no sugges-
tion of spring. They now content them-
selyes by looking dublous and hoping
the cool weather will continue until all
danger to the fruit Is over. It proba-
bly will,

Dispatches from Birmingham, Ala.,
show that there was a grest increase
in the amount of plg-iron and cast-fron
plpe shipped from the Southern iron
fleld In 1880, The official figures, just
published, show the total shipment of
pig-lron from Alabama and Tennessee
in 1888 to have been 1,571,670 tons, an
increase over 1898 of 218,600 tons; from
the Birmingham district alone ship-
ments were 945,969 tons, an Increase
over 1888 of 86,690 tons. Cast-iron pipe
shipments from Alabama and Tennes-
gee In 1890 were 146, tons, an in-
crease over 1888 of 18,237 tons; from
the Birmingham district alone ship-
ments were 57,239 tons, an increase of
12,708 tons, Expert {ron shipments
from the Southern fleld (practically all
from the Birmingham district) were
167,003 tons, a decrease from 1888 of 34.-
676 tons. The decrease is very small
consldering the extraordinarily brisk
domestic demand, and would have been
much greater but for the boeking of a
large number of export contracts before
the domestic boom get In.

The ingane rancher of Clatsop county
goes to the asylum with a murder
booked against him. There i{s probably
no doubt that he is mentally unbal-
anced through hereditary taint, to a
degree that renders him a dangerous
man in the community, This belng
true, the opinion of Dr. Beckman, of
the examining board, to the effect that
this man should never agaln be al-
lowed his llberty, is strongly to the
polnt, When the cause of Insanity Is
one that It Is impossible to eradicate,
any recovery of the mental balance
may justly be deemed temporary, and
its victim may very properly be perma-
nently restrained of his liberty, Bocl-
ety has an undoubted right to protect
Itgelf, both from this man and his pos-
gible posterity, by keeping him In con-
finement during the remainder of his
natural life.

The Pennsylvania Editorial Assocla-
tion has been so affected by the deal-
Ings of i{s membeérs with the paper
trust that at its annual meeting In
Harrisburg, on Tuesday, It adopted a
resolution declaring that “if trusts are
honestly organlzed to reduce expenses
and consequently the cost of products,
they should depend on their own busi-
ness sagacity, and not upon protection
given to them by the government,” and
appealing to congress to ‘‘repeal such
tariff dutles as seem (o protect the
trusts In thelr extortlonate charges.”
The overwhelming republican majority
in Pennsylvanla is sufficlent to stamp
this utterance as of profound national
gignificance in tariff discussion.

The Indianapolis Journal recalls &
paragraph in Presldent Polk's second
annual message to congress, December
8, 1B46, as follows:

The wir has been represented os unjust and
unneécessary, and a8 one of aggresslon on our
part, upon & weak and Injured énemy. Buch
err views, though entertalned by but
few, huve been widely and extenwively clircu-
Inted, not only at home, but have been spread
throughout Mexico and the whole world. A
more effectual means oould not have been de-
vised to encoursge the nemy and protract the
war than to advocate and adhere to thelr cause,
and thus giye them *‘ald and comfort."

An excellent account of the proceed-
ings of our “antls” of the present
time, and a very effectlve reply to
them,

Oregonlans returning from visits to
San Franclsco say that the grave of
Senator B. D. Baker, in one of the cem-
eteéries of that city, Is neglected, and
has been for two years. It is a natural
result of the mistake that was made
when interment of this distinguished
Oregon soldler and statesman was
made In Callfornia Instead of Oregon.

Self-government |s an smployment
for which only the tralned are fit, It
is as logical to make a republic out of
the Fillpinos as to make a man a car-
penter-by putting a plane in his hand.

Men like Benator Hoar denounce the
establishment in the Philippine islands
of the authority of the free government
under which we live, as the creation of
a despotism.

Puerto Rlco's population has gener-
ally been set down at 800,000, The cen-
sus, therefore, shows that the previous
estimete has been too low by some
200,000

Anglo-Saxon-Celtle Dominanecy.
“Poronto World,

For now 0G0 years the Anglo-Celtie-
Baxon race has preserved its identity, In
spite of all sorts of admixture from other
races. It absorbe, It assimllates, but not
yet has any amount of admixture materl-
ally changed It. The little leaven of that
people which sent the bowmen to Crecy
leavensth the whola lump.

The course of such a race is not llke
that of & purling brock—rather It 1s lke o
thundering torrent. Often It has dashed
ftself upon immovable obstacles; often It
has spread desolation in its path; iis his-
tory is no more free from crime than 1s
that of other races; it has dona evil as
well as good, end very likely It will con-
tinue to be human and Imperfect to the
end of the chapter. But all such object-
tions to It are beslde the mark. This race
was invested by Providence with one im-
mense mission, and in the main it has
been true to lte destiny, Is still trus. No
matter what may be sald to the contrary,
no matter what adrolt appeals thers may
be made to the sentiment for the under
dog during the present wars In the Trans-
vaal and the Philippines, the fact remalns
that the issue between ths Anglo-SBaxon
and the rest of the world, from the day of
Crecy to the present hour, has been the
maintenance of & stream of political tend-
ency which culminated in those Immortal

great principles on which the democratic
party rests. With his dereat, which prom-
Ises to ba more overwhelming than In
1895, thers |s reason to belleve the con-
sarvative element of the party onge more
will come into power. The controlling
alsment of the party today would com-
mit It to opposition to expansion, when
expansion was the ce of Jeffer lan
democracy., As a practleal propesition,
there can be no doubt in my mind as to
the wisdom of this country reteining the
Phillppines.”

CLARK, OF THE OREGON.

He Has Been Neglected by the Navy
Department,
Brooklyn Eagle.

It |8 not two years alnoe the eyes of
the whole country were fixed upon the
Oregon on its wonderful trip around Cape
Horn. The name oftenest In the hearts
of Americans was that of Clark, Its gal-
lant eaptuin. Even the fall of Maniia
and the apotheosia of Deweéy, which fol-
lowed, did not slacken Interest In Cap-
tain Clark’s voyags up through the South
Atlantic ocean nor lesden the prayers that
he and hiy splendid ship might joln the
squadron patrolllng Cuban waters In safe-
ty. Well, they got there, the ship In such
fine condition that she did not need dock-
age and repalrs after her long race against
time. Her engineers sald she did, but
Captain Clark sald she did not, and
proved It by the speed she made {n pur-
sult of Cervera's fiylng and fated squad-
ron. That was because not a gallon of
salt water had been allowed in the Ore-
gon's bollérs to crust the valves, altbough
Captain Clark had to keep his men on
a shart ellowence ot fresh water to feed
the ship, We were all singing Clark's
pralses then and glorying in his reported
dispatech fto the secretary of the navy
not to eonfuse him with orders, and add-
ing that he was ready to fight the whols
Spanish squadron if he met It

That was two years ago. What have
we done for Clark, of the Oregon, In
the meantime; and where Is he? Other
officers have been promoted, but he
stands two numbers lower in the scale
of precedence than he did when he salled
from 8an PFranelsco. We are talking

| about reviving the ranx of vice-admiral

to reward two of the heroes of Santlago
and to avold the possibllity of an ugly
political quarrel. What !s the matter
with & commodore's stur for the man
whe saw his duty and did It and whao
has left the politics of the navy depart-
ment to less war-like spirita? There was
& conference of captamns engaged In the
battle of Santlago at the Whita Houae
récently to discuss the proper award of
honors for that victory., But the case of
Clark stands apart from that of ths
others. They never brought thelr ships
around Cape Hcern In raclng time and
then did thelr full share of fighting, too.
It is true, they did not have the chance,
but they never did the work and that, as
Laord Charles: Beresfurd polnted out, Is
the real test In the case. The matter
{s now bafors the house commiites on naval
affairs. For months Captaln Clark was
& naval hero second only in the popular
mind to Dewey. Once let the notion pres
vall that he has been overlooked or under-
rated In the distribution of awards and
the dlssatisfaction wouid react powerfully
upon the men responsible for such an ln-
justice. This is not & plea for tha pro-
motion of Captaln Clark so much as It
is that the committee on naval affairs
and the navy department do justice and
give falr play, as much for thelr sake
and the country’'s ns for that of the gal-
lant captain of the Oregon.

A CHANCH TO KEEFP STILL.

And Thereby to Show Very Good
Sense.
Hartford Courant.
In this free country, where everybody
is at liberty to think @&s he pleases, peo-

.ple may sympathize with Boers or Brit-

ish as they prefer. The majority of those
who have given the matter the most
thought and study seem (o agree that the
best Interesta of the world will be served
by the success of the Bnglish. That is
the firm bellef of the Courant.

But there are still other considerntions
for the honest and fair-minded Amerlcan,
Selfishness is stropger than sympathy and
gratitude, congidered sometimes a sentl-
mental Impulse, has often a quallly of
duty., When we fought Spain, we reached
out and pushed over a corpse that did
not know If was dead. Perhaps a oorpsa
ahould not be expeacted to know anything.

Now, suppose that, with defenseless
coasts and old-fashioned guns and an (n-
sufficlent navy, we had had to face a live
nation armed with the lutest Invented arms
and podasessing ships and troops In plenty.
Where would we be today? Probably
deeper In trouble than ever before In our
history. Everybody knows that this ex-
panding. republic is not popular abroad.
An excuse for intermeddling between Spain
and us would have been quickly found, and
we should have been involved in & quar-
rel whose extent only the Imagination can
measure If it had not been for one factor,
and that factor was England, She stood
firm and by her attitude prevented foreign
intervention.

With ‘everything prospering hera and
with the American people standing as spec-
tators of the great struggle In which Eng-
land herself Is now Involved, It seems In-
credible that so short a time ago It was
our own country that stood on the brink
of troubles far more serious even than
pre hers now. But so It was, and it waa
England that eaved us.

Watch the fight, have sympathy with
tho “struggling Boers" If you feel that
way, but for your own &elf-respect, kKeep
your mouth shut and avold the expression
of an Ingratitude that Is altogether dis-
creditable,

L ]
Imports and Exports.

The following table shows ths total
Imports and exports In calendar years
from 1880 to 1809, and at the same time
furnishes an Index of the Industrial prog-
ress of the country:
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Wit and Humor,

Loulsville Courler-Journal,
Washington.—The professional humorist
never had any standing In congress—Iin
the Ameérican congress, Tom Corwin,

words which declare that “pover t ot
the people, for the people and by the peo-
ple ghnll not perish''—shall not perish, no
matter what his sins, so long as the
Anglo-Baxon heads the world,

General Buckner for Expanasion.
General Slmon B, Buckner In Interview at Chi-

= cage:

““The democratic party has no future
until the element now in control has bean
wiped out, and this promises to be dona
at the elections of this year. Expediency,
not principle, Is the motto of this ele-
ment; the energles of its leader, Mr
Bryan, are engaged In hunting for an
igsue 'which he hopes wlill attract votes
and not In the promulgation of those

e ) S

"8 t* Cox and Proctor Knott were
anything but professional in that behalf.
They were sponianecus. Bo is John Al-
len. John Randolph was a wit; mo is
Thomas B. Reed, and ths critica say
there |z a difference between wit and
humor. One day Springer camo marching
down the alsle llke & whirlwind, and, In-
terrupting Thomas B. Reed, exclalmed:
“I'll Inform the gentleman from Malne
that I would rather be right than presi-
dent.”” To that Reed replied, quick as a
flash: **But you will never be clther.”
That wias wit. Years ago, Gurley, a
preacher of the Universalist falth, & mem-
ber of congress from a Clnclnnat! dis.
trict, made a speech criticlsing General
McClellan, who waa then ambout to set
out on his campalgn against Richmond

that collapsed in the seven-days’ battle.
B. 8. Cox answered him in & speech that
kept the country Ilaughing a month,
Among othér things Cox sald that Gurley
had faith to belleve that the pearly gates
of heaven would be wrie enough to ad-
mit the rebel General Humphray Mar-
shall, who weighed 40 pounds, but he
could not find suffclent falth, though less
than In the estimation of & grain of mus-
tard seed, In bulk, to place In the only
Unlon general who had yet achleved a
military success of moment. That wsaa
humor.

TACITLUS AND GIRBON,

Selected From “History,” by Jamea
Ford Rbodes, in February Atlaniie.
We approach Tacltus with respect; we
rise from reading his annals, his history
and Germany, with reverence. We know
that we have been In the soclely of a
gentleman who had a high standard of
morality and honor. We feel that our
gulde was a serious student, & solid think-
er, and a man of the world; that he ex-
presses lils opinlons and delivers his judg-
ments with a remarkable freedom (rom
prejudice. He druws us to him with sym-
pathy., He sounds the same mournfui nots

which we deteet In Thucydides. Tacitus |
deplores the folly and dissoluteness of the |

rulers of his nation; he bewalis the mis.
fortunes of his country. The merils we
ascribe to Thucydides, diligence, accuracy,
love of truth, lmpartiality, are his. = The
desre to quote from Tacitus ls irresistilde,
“*The mare I meditate,” he writes, “on the
events of ancient and modern tlmes, the
more 1 am struck with the capriclous
uncertainty which mockz the calculations
of men In all their transactions'' , ., .
From a thinker who déemed the time”“out
of joint," as Tacltus obvlously did, and
who, had ha not possessed great strength
of mind and character, might have lapsed
into & gloomy pessimism, what nobie
words are these: “This I regard as his-
tory's highest funetion, to let no waorthy
actlon be uncommemorated, and (o hald
out the reprobation of posterity as a fer-
ror to evil words and deeds.” The mod-
esty of the Roman Is fascinating. *““Much
of what T have related,” he says, “and
shall have to relate, may perhaps, I am
aware, seeém petty trifles to record. . . .
My Iabors are clrcumscribed and unpro-
ductive of renown to the author.”

It Is mora than a strong prababllity that
In diligence, accuracy and love of truth,
Gibbon 'la the equal of Tacltus, A cum-
mon edition of the “*History of the Decilne
and Fall of the Roman Empire” (& that
with notes by Dean Milman, Guizot and
Dr. 8mith. Niebuhr, Villepmain and Sir
James Mackintosh are each drawn upon
for criticlsm. Did e¢ver such a flerce light
beat upen a history? With what keen
relish do the annotators pounce upon mis-
takes or lnaccurncles, and |n that portion
of the work which ends with the fall of
the Western empire, how few do they find!
Would Tacltus stand the supreme test
better? There I8, so far us 1 know, only
one case In which we may compare his
annals with an original record. On
bronze tableta found at Lyons, In the 18th
century, 1s engraved the same speech made
by the Emperor Claudius to the senate
that Tacitus reporis. “Taclius and the
tahlets,” writes Professor Jebb, ‘‘disagree
hopelessly in language and in nearly all
the detall, but agree in the general line
of argument.’' Glbbon's work has richly
deserved lts life of more than 100 years,
a period which I belleve no other modern
history has endured. Niehuhrs, In a coursa
of lectures at Bonn, In 1529, sald that Gib-
bon's “work will never be excelled.” At
the Glbbon centenary commemoration, i
London, in 18M, many distinguisheéd men,
nmong whom the church had a distinet rep-
resentation, gathered together to pay hon-
or to him who, In the words of Frederic
Huarrlson, had written “the most perfec:
book that Engllsh prose (outside its fctlion)
possesses.””

Where to Hegin.

New York Journal

President Hadley 18 2 wise man, but
in teaching the Yale idea to shoot In this
direction he ls not dolng justlce to his
own ‘wisdom. From what partloular
things would President Hadley ostracise
the trust kings? From church? Lock at
the bald, bowed heads In the Fifth-ave-
nue houses of God on Sunday., They are
all worn bure with trust schemes, Do-
.natlons from trust magnates suppori the
minlstersa.

From social enjovments? Go to the
assembly ball, the Patriarchs, the Ma-
triarchs, the high and howling functions
at Delmonico’s or Bherry's or the private
palaces along the Applan way, Trust
magnates bob and skip and smirk and
beam In mutual regard. How, then,
would Prealdent Hadley ostracloe the
trust rulera? Wil the colleges cast the
firat stone by refusing to nccept donations
from trust sourcea?

From a Debtor to a Creditor Country
New York Tribune.

The most remarkable annual statement
of commerce ever made by the United
Btates treasury has just been (asued, In
155 the exporis were not only larger Ly
about $20,000,000 than In any other galendar
year, but were larger by about §H.000.000
than In any fiscal year of the couniry's
history. The natlon hung out no red flag
to invite cheap buyers last year. It sold
only what other countries wished to buy
strongly enough to pay more than the
most active domestic trade, and the lar-
geat home consumption ever Known wears
paying for the products of Industry, It
14 to thia fact malnly that the record of
189 will owe the distinectlon which In com-
merelal history it will have of dsinitely
changing the relation of the Unlted Stiles
to the rest of the financizl world and
transforming this from a debtor to a cred-
itor country.

Fish Killed by Lightning.
Indianapolls News,

The Pennsylvania fleh commission had
heard tales that the brown trout with
which some of the streams of the state
were stocked were particularly susceptible
to destruction from lightning, so they be-
gan an Investigation, and they now an-
nounce that the stories are true. It s
the habit of the brown trout to swim closa
to tha bottom of the stream |t frequents,
and though he is nmot Hierally struck by
lightning, the electricity !s conducted to
the bottom of tha streams which have
rocks containing a congsiderihls amount
of lron In them, and so redches and kills
the trout, while It does not affeéct the flah
that awim higher In the water.

Why News Dribbies.
Clinginnatl Times-Star.

To understand the complete silence in
Bouth Africa it must be remembered
that Kitchener Is there. The correspond-
entsa who accompanied him to the Soudan
were permlitted to publish their obser-
vatlons in book form after the campalgn
was over, one correspondent cabling his
book from Calro, but the newspapers had
to accept the mére announcement of the
final victory after maintalning men with
the forces for months. His railroad
to Omdurman was well under way be-
fore he discloaed to the war office his in-
tention to baild L.

A Feat of Mnemonies,

The speech of Setator Beveridge, of In-
diann, wis a remarkabls feat of memary.
It contalned about SN0 words, but Mr.
Beverldge Tepeated [t entirely without
notes, and s0 thoroughly had he memor-
ized It that, although ha spoke for over
an hour and a Balf, he rirely denarted
from the text of the printed copy pre-
viously supplied to the presa. At no time.
however, did the effort seem to be other
than extemporaneols.

It Is Very True.
EKansas Clty Btar,

But the fact remalns that {f ths ad-
miratlon of Senator Hule, of Malne, for
the Boer republie should tempt him to
take up his residence in the Transvaa
he would not be permitted to vole or (o
exerclss a volee In the government of
which he huas become the advocate and

! defender,

NOTE AND COMMENT.

Genera! Warren has a name that ought
to muke him a gume fAghter,

Aguinaldo s noted for speed, but he has
never been nbie to stand fast.

- —
The gultan of Sulu may lead a happy
lite, but he wil never get 10 comgress

—ale—s
Senator Mason, It Is sald, & a poor man.,
Everyone knows that he ls a poor thing

St. Louls Is on the road te fume. Hence-
forth ahe will be known as the Iargest
city on the Chicago sewer.

+—

If Presidont Hadley succeads in ahollah-
Ing millionaireg it {8 to be fenrsd thad
thero will be fewer stulents at Yale,

._.{’_

Now Kipling has besn asccused of weite
ing “David Harum.™ It s asingular that
no one has charged him with the authore
ship of "Hamiet."

_.c.._

it Is bettfer for the pubile (o Jeave & man
a candidate, far then he s supported only
by his friends. Elect him and all the taxe
payers must support him

Having all the prosperity tiey can stand
and no for anti-imperinlism, the
SBouthern senators ara abliged to jump onca
more on their colored bLrethren in order o
get support.

tnste

—_—
Az shoawing the Increnssd emat of plumbs.
ers’ suppiles, & joeal flrm serds The Ore-
gonkin a statement rocelved this week
from one of the largest manufacturing
roncerns at the East, as followe:

The following percestages show the mctual
Incmuese in come of mw materialy Wwhich emter
largely into the mantilseo of our loos over
pricss current, spring of 1800
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Nothing has been b
the wood trust, doubtless ovwing to the
mildness of the winter. A ymmr ago the
fact was freely stuted that all of the woud-
dealers, even Ineluding the sindwood men,
had combined to the price. The
woad-choppers, however, grumbled more
than usual allsging that the cliy handiers
recelved all the Denefit of the Increase and
the producer wis left out o the cold
This winter, so far, much lees fuel has
been riquired to Keep a house comfortably
wirm, and the dealers appear satiafied to
sell all they can at the best prico obtaln-
able, everyone on his own hooik.

Every spring, when u fow sacks of =arly
potatoés from Callfornia, and, perhaps,
some early onlons and vegetlables are
brought to this mariet, cutting remarks
are heard about the jnyy,. shittiess Oregon
furmers, who do not rulse potators enough
to supply the home demund, For the past
three months every asteamer leaving FPort
land for San Franclseo has carrlod awny
an average of Lbedween 0 and TN0 sacks
af potntoes, and a corresponding quantity
of ¢nlons, and Monday night the steamer
tnok away about 10,080 sacks of potatoes
and 1000 suchs of onfons for the Califos-
nis market. There are thousands and
thousands of sacks more to g0, and preatiy
nenrly almost siways & s ever thus IR
would be In order for Californlans to be-
raty the lnziness of thelr farmers, I
would do any good, for not ralIng po-
tutoes encugh to supply their own state,
but the fact s that even in favorabls
gensons, good potatoed can only be ralsad
in a few sections of that state, and the
potatoes ra=ed wlong the river bhotioma
there are not to be compared with the
Oregon product, sither for sating ar keep-
Ing. The Oregon furmer, llke everybody
else, hos his fiults, but the amount of
potntoes and wheat he muanages o furn
out yearly brings an amount of money
into this state which might sérve us a
mantle to cover a multitude of ains. Om
the whale, the Oregon farmer & ut lsnat
as much sinned agsinst as sinning. And
when it 18 Temembered that “the farmer
feeds us all” and also all the onttle and
pigs and pouitry, and the b of the air,
he cught to be spoken of with respect

rd this season af

Talse

Epltaphn.
Gentleman's Magazine,
The following Is to & momber of Crisl
ecotlege, Ox -
Handolph Peter
Of Ordal, the Eater,
Whoe'er you are, trend softly, T entreat you,
For if he chance to wake, De mire ha'll ont T
Om John Adams, of Southwell, & carriar,
who diedd of drunkenness:
Johs Adums les heve, of the parish of South-
well,
A carrier who carried his can to his mouth welly
Ha carried s> mzch, and he carried so faut
He could carry fo moré—so wan carried at lamt;
For the lguor he dvank, belng 1o0 much 157 one,
He otuld not carry off—eny De'® Sow cafvisai,

Manlla's Nautieal School.
Philadelphia Telegmaph.

An jmportant movement has boeen start.
&d at Manila to educats a portion of the
native popuiativn for a seafaring Mfe. I
seems that the Spanish government was
malntaining a naatien]l school when the
first native insurrection broka cut. Tha
Institution was then clogxl and haa so
remalned, Now it is to be reopened on
practically the original iines, but it is to
be under Ametiean naval control, of
course, and after Jupme 1, 1ML, & knowl-
edpe of the Englial langusge 'a to be re-
quired on ths part of the students,

Mr, Kipling Explains,
New York Commercial Advertiner.

In reply to a letter from & woman at
New Haven, England, asking for a defini.
tion uf the term “Absent-Minded Beggar,™
Mr, Kipling's secretary writes: “Mr. Kip-
ing desirea me o say, In answer [ your
Jetter, that the term “Absent-Minded Heag.
gar Is one used by private soidiers thome
selves when they have forgotten any amall
duty, and beggar s o generic term of ale
dearment.”

Canada's Small Immigration,
Philadelphia Times.

Though Canada hus beén making special
efforts to Inoredse populistion by
meins of Immigration, thay seem to be n
valn. The B&8L CceEnsus =

hpr
aes

ahowed Chat
emigration for the period covered by the
¢numeration excecded Immgration 2000,
and the papers are Mollned o admit that
the next census will pot show much M-
provament.

Thirty-Sizx MWMills,
Thers's many & gvhd sl AMver mine,
And mene Jetslls of trude are dealer,
But for & trade that's extrs fze,
Commend me (O the goy faxe
He treatben the ilr with head up nigh,
While poor wsapayers broathe o ggh

nIgT.

He seems to us by hoaven setil
To truin our nesvim when macols fire 4l
Cntr Patience on & mony
That's mnillng at a smoeth-I
He smiles snd smiles while men cory
Azd hogest firmers ralee o bowl

Are ihess the faubled mills of Zeus

That grind 50 fioe and grind o siowly?
Ah, no; they're real, 1T IS D e,

Wo toss the sponge, we're vanguished whollye
Then we loNtst, tuke all for grist,
And lst the mndiord but exint.

Now Portland furl your romis free
A: snchor near the rivenw’ Junctlon,
'l send, ere you will wed the ses,
My P. B C, bhefors the Menetion.
When taxes drop and splmdor Sares
1 simll Bave climbed the goiden stairm
Portlund, Jan. 24, —H. F. Hodneg




