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WITHOUT HER PROPELLER

STEAMSHIPF BLM BEANCH DRIFTING
HELFLESS AT SEA.

—

Flave] as = Wheat-Shipping Port—
0ld Ships With Nesww Nomes
and Flags.

The steamer reporied off the mouth of
the Columbit a few days wWae un-
dopbtedly 1he Pritish steamship Elm
Emneh. A Teport came from FPort Town-
sl yestardny that a steamer snswering
the desstipion of the Eim Branch had
bean =ghted about 3P milas south of
Cape Flattery, with her propellér gone.
Tugs have left in search of the wvessel,
and she will probably be picked up today.
The Elm Branch., which ia under a time

to the Pocific Export Lumber
Compuny, of this vity, safled from Shang-
Rl Degumber M, and is about five or six
days overdue,

The accident recnlle o similar one which
happened to a sister ship, the Oak Branch,
which is also under charter to the Pacific
Export Lumber Company. The Ok
Branch lost her gpropeller down n the
eroples 5 few years apgo, and drified for
nearly & month, her engineers meanwhile
rigging up a staging over the stern and
shipning a new propelier. When it was
finaily :n place the steamer had drified so
ciose to & dangerous Teef thatl she was
in mminent danger of golng ashare be-
fure the propeller was ready 1o move,
Columns were printed about the adventurs
&t the time, and the feal performed by the
enginesrs is ssld to be the most dificult
ever resorded in the anpais of steamn navi-
sation,

IN DISTRESE OFF CAPE FLATTERY.

The Kim Branch Has Broken Propel-
ter—Tugs Scmt to the Rescar.

EEATTLE, Jan 13.—The British steam-
ship Elm Branch Iz off Cape Flattery
with & broken propelier, and two tugs have
Eone 1o her yesistsnce. The first news re-
gnrding the disnbled steamer was 2 dis-
patch 1o the Merchants' Exchange, of this
city, received this forenoon. It was from
Meah bay, stating that the steamer Elfhu
Thamson had just passed out after having
sighted the steamer Eim Branch disabled
and at anchor four miles off Fiattery
rocks. The Elihu Thomson had given the
Eim Branch & hawser, dut soon afier
partad It and came In to repori her.

A dispatch was received this morning
by Captain J. B. Libbey, of the Puget
Bound Tugboat Company, from some of
his tug orptaine, and two tuge were im-
medistely dispatched to the relief of the
stenmer, These tugs are the Tyee, €ap-
tsin C. T. Bialley, and the Tacoma, Cap-
tein H. H. Momrison. As the tugs left
this moming. they afe pow outside, and
will have mo difficulty in picking up the
Meabled stegmer and bringing her in.

The Elm Pranch, Captain INff, i= en
route to Portland, Or,, from Nagasaki,
and §s ¥ days out todsy. She is without
CATEO.

It is not knowsn how long she has been
dlsabled, but fram her position 1t 1s
fudged two or three daye. It would seem
thet, having broken down., she had al-
tempiad 1o make the capse under some
kind of enil, and had run up cioss and
tried 1o enter. Flaltery rocks are soversl
milles south of the cape. and a somewhat
dungeraus looality,

Last July the Elm Branch loaded nt
Port Blukelsy for New Chwang, China,
nnd afterwand saliled with a cargo from
Vanoouver, B. C., for the Orlent. She Is
&7 fron steamer of 085 tona

INDER NEW FLAGS.

Well-Koown Grain Carriers WWhich
Haove Lost Thelr ldentity,

High freights all over the world, and &
fieet which i rapldly decreasing by na-
tural causes, does- not prevent England
getting rid of her old salling vessels, and
every wesk a few more of the old-timers
which himve often figured in the Portiand
£ain tade Jose ther Mentity by golng
under new fame with new owners. Among
those reportsd within the past month are
srvearal which are exceptionally weil-
known in Portland. The Cambran Queen
which has made s0 many fiving paréeages
between Portland and the United Xing-
dom, now suils onder the banner of Nor-
way, beraring the name Paryard. The
Anamba, which geidom misasd 3 season In
this trude, was sold to the Portuguese,
and will begoeeflorih b known as tha
Afr‘en. The Knight of the Garter has
been purchased by the Itglians, and now
baers the fatherly nome Papa Emanucle,
and the oid bark Glengarry is asiling un-
der the samse flug, bearing the name Geron-
ima Hiancha

The little bark Alrlle, which has spent
all her Jife under the British Nag, now
becomes the Norweglan bark Superb. All
of these vessels are under the flage of
niations which send vessels to the Paclfic
coasl, but the old British bark Firth of
Tay bhes been s0ld to a »atlon which hes
never honored Portland by the presence of
her shipe. This venerable graln carrier 1s
now the Uraguayzn bark Viiasar. Among
ail of the number of vesseéls which bave
recontly cheaged thelr pames, but a single
ane, the British ship Glenfinart, still re-
taine the flag under which &he was
launched and sa'led for so lemg. The
Glenfinart was sold on her Jast passage
out from this port, and her nam= has
since been changedl to Harieck Castle. Bhe
s now &n route for Homoiulu from Lom-
don, and will probably be in Portland
renin before the end of 1800 Two of the
Germen barks now in port, the Magdalene
and the Alsterkamp, were formerly British
versels, hosring the pames Trade Winds
snd Flotow.

FLAVELS FIRST WHISAT.

New Town at the Mouth of the Biver
Sdetracks Astorin.

The first shipment of wheat ever made

from the new tows of Fiavel, at the mouth

of the Columbin, wiill go fnr‘tu!ﬂ on the

stegmer Atab, which s now taking conl
st that port. There were nins carloads in
the lot, er, to bs explicit, 88 buchels,

valued =t 33550 The case with which the
big st=amer wenl through, drawing about
proves that this comparatively
tnifling amount could have bo2em takan
abourd =t Portland, without dalaying the
steamer auy on the passaze down the
river, but as the vessel was much larger
than any «f the regular lioers that have
baen coming here, it was thought best
not o take any chances with her on her
first trip. Th's additional 200 tons brings
the smount of wheat and fSour aboard the
Eltmener up to % toms.

Now 1hat Flavel has ahipped some wheat
e can cons der heosell on even termewil b
Astoria. The latter por: commenced =hp-
ping wheat X years ago, four vessels—the

Voermont, Allquios, Clty of Dublin and
Frank N. Thayer—icading there in 1874
The business of Jonding full cargoss

there was seon discontinued, howeowver, o=
it was found to be cheaper to take ihe
sh'p to the cargo than to take the carzo
to the ship. Nearly every year singe
then There have been emall shipments from
Astoria, byt for Flavel the shipment just
made comes stricily under ths head of
new business. It is known, Indesd, that
the channel s s0 changing that Astoria
fa practieally 1"Mrnln-d and such sh'p-
mente &8 are made In fulure down there
will be made nt Flavel

NOER VERSUS BRITOX,

Helative Merits of the Combatants
Foreibly Discussed.

The Bouth Africen war was among 1
subjects discunr=ed In & down-town runt:'s
Thursday evening, and o coupls of an
clent mariners who went “down tp the
sea in ships™ about 29 or M y=arx nEgo
had hold of opposite endz of ihe argu-
mont.  “‘Ome Boer s good for stx Englixh-
men” was the Doet’s nret voller with his
long-range mouth. “You are 4 Har'
promptiy retoried kis chum, who poused
with & rchooner hall way over the bar, |

and supplemented the remark with lan-
suage which can not be
through the mails in printed form. The
Boer came back with a physical demon-
stration which gave the Briton a beaytiful
blaek eve,

The latter was carrying a pretty fgir
“load,” but even this fafled 1o offset the
advantage in welght which the Hosr held,
and In the hammer and tongs mixup
which followed the second eye wos
trimmed to mateh the other one, and thers
were Mvers and sundry other Dbruises
which rendered the weaker party striotly
out of It for the time belng. Meanwhile
the South African war is a forbidden
tople for dlscusslon In the resort men-
tioned, and so far as the relative merits
of the Boers and the Engilish are con-
cerned, nelther of the combatants 1s sat-
isfied.

SAD TALE OF THE SEA,

Losses of Life From a “Family ShipV
—Xot Yet for Home.
ACTCRIA, Or., Jan. 12 —Captain Pritch-
ard, of the British bark Haddon Hall,
that arrived in this afternoon from Fan-
ama, has a hard-luck story to tell, and
in relating it this evening he could not
suppress sobs and tears. She ls & family
ghip, &= the officers and nearly all the
crew are from Carnaroon, North Wales,
and have known each other sinee child-
hood. When the ves=e¢] left her home port
about two yeurs ago, she shipped six
young men, whoss parenis the mamter
bad known for years, and he naturally

transmittad !

'GREAT FRENCH PROJECTS

TUNNEL ¥NDER GIHRALTAR ASND
RAILROAD TO THE ORIENT.

And a Ship Canal tg Extend From
the Atlamntic to the Medl.
terramean.

Those who belleve that the beginning
of the new century {s to be marked by 2
long Uns of gigantlc works., for which
the discoveries of the one now closing
are the preparation, see In' *“*The Canal
of the Two Beas' and the Mediterranean
tunpal the first examples of the coming
wonders, France heads the projects, says
a Parls letter in the Indianapolis Press—
France, that has shown tha way so often,
anly to be outsiripped by other peoples—
France of the Buex canal and Panamau.
This time, however, the work is for her-
=elf and not for othérs. Tno tunnel tha!l,
by the courtesy of Spain and Morocco, §s
to unite her to her African possessions
may have a military and industrial out-
come undreamed of now. while the canni
that is to opan up the Mediterranean to
her as to no other power may make
France independent of Gibraltar.

“From Paris to the Soudan without

nwtmw:mmamurmm«n
that would be demanded by a canal thal
would, by the fact of it= existerice, come
to be the central strategle feature of
the country, Areachon, when the canal
is finished, will be the Brest of today.
A hundred times magnifi Bordeaux,
that could never be maude to glve the
necessary ease and securlly to a war
center, 1t will thus find Its commercial
port It Is. A branch canal Is to con-
nect {t with the great canal; and, with.
out any of the inconveniences of a maval
center, it wiil thus find its commercial
advantages immensely Increased. Today,
&t the end of the 19th century, France
seed B0 per cent of her products carried
under forelgn flage. Where French boats
carry 250,000 tons, more than 130,000,000
toms are lugged around the world in Eog-
Hlish bottoms.

Another advantage of the canal as
planned by the eNervescent Gaul will be
to furnizgh work for years to the French
workingman, to the calming of the labor-
ing mind and the security of the repubile.
The calculntions being for a permansnt
force of 30,000 lahorers, the partisans of
the canal see In the fact the puiting off
of the dread labor queation to a betier
ora, when France shall be entering Into
the frults of this very enterprise. Not
a centime of the money will lsave France.

Some of the estimates as to cost are
prodiglous. Between one and two mill-
lards and a half—2500,000,000 francs—the
accgunts fluctuate.

The route of the canal b= straight trom
Arcachon to Agen, on the Garonne, 8
miles of easy cuiting, without a =ingls

STEAMER MASCOT SUNK IN LEWIS RIVER
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The steamer Moscot,

as she was stranded at Lowls landiog. Wash., January 4.

She wap succesefully flonted on the Gth, under direction of

Jumes Olsen, of the Portland Shipbullding Company, under the supervision of Captain Charisa T. Kamm, the contractor, men and material
having besn sbipped from: this city to Lawis river for the purpose. The Mascot will be repaired immediately and resume her run without

deiay,

Bhe was brought vp to Poriland Thuraday night between two barges.

Both Captaln Kamm and Mr. Glsen have had experience in this line, and Mr. Olsen Is an old hand at the business. as he han Talsed &
pumber of sunken bontis on the Upper Willametts.

The eompany ls highly pleased that the Mascot was taised In such short order,

it being only nix daye from the time the work wam

eoimmenced untll she was asfely at the dock. The narth fork of Iewls river just below Woodland Is a verfect nest of snags, enough to make
& smesmboatman's halr mand an end, and the enly waonder ia that more boats are not sunk there.

took a persomal interest in them. Today
there 6 but one of them alivee While
passing through the islands north of Aus-
tralla & year ago this month, firearms
were placed In readiness for use to resist
the natives of the lslands if they should
attempd to board the vessel, as they had
been reported to bave done to other ves-
eeis shortly before. No attack was made,
but one of the boys in handling a pistol
accidentally shot another in the head,
killing him iustantly. Upon their arrival
at FPanama, yellow fever broke out on
board, and three of the boys dled from L

Bhe made the ron to the mouth of the
Columble from Panama In 57 daye, and
took Pliot Sanderson on board, This
morning the weather was very thick out-
sids, making it impossible to take reck-
omings except by soundings, and as it was
found that the vessel was within six miles
of shore and It was blowilng a gale, sall
was isken in, and while doing 3o Robert
Griffiths, another one of the boys, fell
overboard from the fore topsall yard.
The alarm was given and llnea were
thrown to him, ar he lay on the water,
bt he appeared stunned and made uo
effort 1o grasp them nor even a life buoy
that was thrown by his side. First Officer
Jonss Immediately began to get & small
boat In the water, against the wishes of
Captein Pritchanrd, ¢s I} was almost cer-
taln deaih (o attempt It, but the boat
was lowered in nine minutea, and Mata
Jones and four of the erew rowed away
into the darkness §n search of “Jumbo,"”
as young Grifith was familinrly known.
The bout was gone for nearly five hours,
and those aboard of her werp given up
for lost, whon they returned with the
boat full of water and the men tolally
exhausted, bot they had found no trace
of the mising man.

The =¢n was very rough, 'but North
head was sighted for & momept, and
Gunderson then picked np his position and
meds the ntiempt o sall in. He was suc-
cesaful, and as he got Inside he found
the tug Escort ready to take him to a
eafe anchorage. Captain Pritchard then
thought thut fils troubles were over and
that he would load wheat for Europe and
get home again. The rrst letter that he
opened was from the owners of*the ves-
stl, telling him that she had been char-
tered to load flour for Jaipan, and it will
be another year at least, before he will
get near enough home to visit his family.

Marine Notes.

The Galenn, Criffel and Magdalene are
scheduled to finish jonding wheal today.

The stenmar Columbia salled for San
Franclsco iast ovening. The Eider will
Sollow today.

The Upited States steamer Perry arrived
here Thuraday =afternoon. The officers
of the vessel are; Captain W, F. Kligore,
Lieutenants R, M. Sturdevant, C. W.
Coairnes and Eben Barker, Chisf Enginoer
H. L. Boyd, and Assistant Engineer T,
W. Rossn

Domestic and Foreign Ports.
ASTORIA, Jan. L—Arrived — British
bark Haddon Hall, 60 days from Pananma.
Condition of the bar at 5 P, M,, rough,
wind ssuthwest, fog. Reported outside
at 3:% P, M. American ship Clarence 8
Bement, from Shanghal; British ship Co:-

ony, from Taltal

Ean Francisco, Jan. 12 —Arrived—
Schooner Ivy, from Cons bay. Salled—
Schooner Letitla, for Gray's harbor;
steamer Signal, for Portland.

Coos Bay, Jan. 12 —Barhound—Steamer

Empire, for Arcata.

Seattle, Jan. 12 —Selled—Steamer Czar-
ine. for Tacoma.

Olympla, Jan, 12—Arrived—Brig Tan-
ner, from Ban Pedro.

Part Los Angeles, Jan. 12—Arrived —
EBteamer Mineola, from Nanaimo. Balled
—Steamer San Mateo, for Nanaimo,

Beattle—Arrived January 11—Steamer
A}-Ki, from Dyea; h Mildred

changing cars!" Thi= is the ery of the
tunnel's partisans.
Fronce to Cecll Rhodes’
“From the Cape to Calre!™

When Spain and Moroceo grant the
privilege, the work hecomes a slmpie
matter of French finance and French en-
glneering. ©On clear days you can see
Gibraliar from Tanglers; and, wuue the
spot has not yet been made public, it Is
sald that the European end of the tunnel
is to be not many miles from England's
stionghold,

“From Paris to Soudan without chang-
ing cars!" It is diffleult at first hearing
for even the enthusiastic F‘rench to real-
iz¢ all that It means, This 12-mlle tun-
nel undernaath the narrow Blrnn of Gib-
raltar is to unite, In the most intmate
way, all France's African possessions
with the mother country. France Is to
be extended practleally to the utmost con-

fines of her long-cherished, expensive ecol--

ony of Algeria.

“Hut this Iz only a beginning,' says
the Frenchman, glibly. "The projected
rallway line along the northern ecoast of
Africa will extend to meel the line of
Tripoll, and so continus to Calro and the
Isthmus of Sues, Ther¢ another tunnel
will be cut under the Buez canal ltsulf,
and the rallrond will continue on trium-
phantly along the shores of the Persian
gulf, on, on, across the continent of Aslw
to—Bombay."

M. Berller, englneer of the Glbraltar
tunnel, declares that the work will not
cost more than 12300000 francs. When
the channel tunnel was proposed—and
they actually bored a mile or more ol it
befors an invasion scare in Engiand put
a stop to everything—the engineering diffi-
culties wern the caslest dlsposed of. M.
Berller's experience with the Seine tun-
re] and the Metropolitan Underground has
put in his hands new methods and a corps
of experienced lleutgnants. and the fact
that the work Is 50 near hamse will give tha
French Invéstor confidence that he might
Iack since Panama

Cannl of the Two Seas.

14 is proposed by taking advantage of
the present waterways of the interior of
France to malte @ ship canal from a
well-guarded port on the Atlantle coast
to a5 well-guarded a port on the Mediter-
fanean, From Bordeaux, up the Garonne
river, the canal-boats that carry frelght
so economically throughout all France
piod thelr way to Agen, to Toulouse, and
then through the Canal du Midl, by a
gredt Inck gystem, climb and descend the
watershed of the Atiantic and Meditor-
ranean by way of the formidable Neclk
of Naurouze. Below Carcasonne the Ca-
nnl du Midl strikes the River Aude, and
then starts off northenst along & winding
route to Besziers, completing a great com-
plicated system. By way of the Aude
the canal-boats descend to the Medites-
ranean below Narbonne, The englneer
of genius to whom France owes the Canal
du Mlai—In old-time called the Canal de
Languedoc—was that Plerre Paul Riguet,
first crcated Baron and then Count of

Caraman by Louls XIV, as long ago as

1666. His grandson marrled the sisler
of the last Prince de Chlmay before the
direct male line became extinct, on which
event the title was transferred to his
descendants, now properly the house uf
Caraman-Chimay, into  which Ciara
Ward, a pretty girl from Detroit, marrisd
only to abandon it in eompany of a Hun-
garian Gypsy violinlst of the name of
Rigo. This eanal of Languedoc was thu
first great artificlal waterway of Europe,
and the 1Tth century genlus of Flerrs
Paul Rliguet shines as brightly at tha
opening of the 20th century as ever, The
hardest task of modern engineers will be
to follow him over the Neck of Narouse,
“the black mountaln,” where the cuttings
must be 66 feet deep. Mlllions and mlil-
fons It wHl cost to widen and deepen the
old 1 through this most difficult part

from Redondo,

San Diego—Arrived January 11—Unlited
States sghip Bear, from Ban Franclsco.

Cardiff, Jan. 13—Salled—British ship
Lesvernbank, for Banta Rosalla.

Yokohamn—Salled Janusry S—British
steamer Goodwin, for Tacoma.

Port Gamble. Jan. 12.—Salled—8hip Great
Admiral, for Sydney.

Livarpool, Jan. 1L—Arrived—British ship
Bothwell, from Portland.

Havre, Jan. 1i—Arvived—La Normandie,
from New York.

Copenhagen, Jan., 1Z2—Arrived—Island,
from New York for Stettin,

of iis route,

Whers the cansl-hoats now drag thelir
siow way the Canal des Deux-Mers wijl
glve passage to the heaviest man-of-war,
whirled aoross France, through hills and
wvalleys, not by mules, but by steam loco-
motives, Thitty-two feet deep and wide
enough to permit two warships to pass
each otHer in it, wil be the Canal des

Deyx-Mers,
Caontrary to wlmt would seem the nat-

ural Atlentic terminus, Bordeaux Iz pro--

posad to be neglected In favor of wha!
will be, practically, &8 new port. Arca-
chon, with {ts great natural basin, lends

It Is the answer oli many miles above Agen,
conception,

| most on the Mediterranean.

lock, Tt wili probably enter the Garonne
The waters o1
the Garanne are thems2lves to be reln-
forced from the streams of the Pyrenees,
which, It ls thought, will save Toulouse
and many snother tawn from the period-
ical inundations that now trouble them.
The Garonne, strongly banked up and be-
come the safe drain of these mountein
torrents, will then take the fleets of wat
and commerce to Toulouse, the centrai
arsenal of France. Then, from every
point, French rallways will bring troops,
provigions and munitions. Around Tonlouse
will be grouped eannon and ammunition
factorles.

From Toulouse to Castelnaudray ths
route of the great canal is along the old
Canal de Languedoe, of Clara Ward's an-
cestor by marringe, The old canal abounas
in locks. To Jift it up M feet in one
strotch, there are 17 of them. The de
scent of the Aude=—30K feet—reqnires more
than 30, It iz In its cuttings and locks
thnt the projected canal Is to bé mos:
extraordinary, Sixteen locks are planned
to do the whole job of the watershed thag
has its apsx in the dresded Col de Nau-
rouse, and they are to be the answer ol
French engineering sclence to the lnmen-
tabla fallure of Panama.

At the beginning It was seen that ordl-
nary locks would not serve; with them
the passage would require at lenst salx
days, Omne way of diminlghlng their num-
ber—It {s estimated that 20 would be nec-
essary—would be the old-fashioned plan
of keeplng the canal to the low altitudes
of the plains and then, arriving at the
Col de Nauroure, to pass throogh It In &
glant eut. It would be a cut of 600 feet
deep. To avold the necessity of this al-
most Impossible engineering feat, they
bave Imagined a prodiglous nowelty, the
ship elevator and the moving lock.

Wonderful Contrivances,

The ship elevator is n great metallie
reservolr that moves up and down hill on
2 great number of rallway tracks, cper-
ated much after the manner of a funi-
cular. There will be one at the top of the
slope, another at the boltom. Each wi
receive a ship. The weight of the lghtest
will be balanced by the ndditlon of mors
water. Then,. the equilibrium being as.
tained, a compatatively moderate force
will be sufficient to disturb {t. Up will go
ong reservolr and down the other! Notn-
ing could be simpler!

Where ordiniry locks are to be used,

| the same principle of metallio basins bal-

anoing each other, side by side, [a to na
£xploited, for the saks of the expadition;
They are to be such locks as the world
hag never seen. Once through them and
Into the Aude river, It will be n'sin tow-
Ing stralght to Narbonne, which is al-
Here s ans
other nuturslly protected port. like Arca-
chom & geat basin, Impenetrable by a
hostlle fleet.

This ends the tale of the Canal of the
Two Seas, and the vivid Imagination et
the Gaul again takes hold. *“Imngine I
constructed,” cries the Franchman, *“Then
imagine the Mediterranean tunnel in full
working order. In that day France will
have become the misiress of the AM=diter-
ranean, She will give pasange to her Rus-
zlan aily’'s flacts at pleasure, Spaln, en-
tering the French republic on an advans
tageous basie, her commercinl and Indus-
trial renpissance Is accomplished. Po-
1itleally, *France and Spain, now ong re-
publie, balance Gormany. Alglers, too,
wlill have become French =ofl, while from
the far-off SBoudan come Interminable
traling loaded down with precious raw ma-
terial. All Africe will come to know
France as the great near country.  From
her corner, lsolated Italy cannot but be
sorely tempted to joln the republie, fol-
lowing Spain. The old dream of the con-
federated Latin states will be accom-
plished by Industrial and commercial mo-
tives. The confederation absorbs North-
ern Africa, Including Egypt. It controa
the route to Indla and China ™

Only one thought troubles the !magina-
tive savants who thus look Into the fu-
ture. They hope Germany and England
will not have Invented fiying machines
by the time the Mediterranean tunnsl ano
the Canal of the Twe Seas are con-
structed.

Doen It.
Yonkers Statesman.
BHI—Hear that fellow? He sings to keep
the wolf from the door. ;
Jill—I should think he would be emi-
nently successful,

[LECTURE ON TRANSVAAL

BY COLONEL, ONCE AN OFFICER IN
THE BRITISH ARMY.

Says England's Chlcf Fault Has Heen
Vaclilatlon and the Lack of &
Scttled FPolicy.

WASHINGTON, Jan, 7—Colonel F. F.
Hilder, who was once en officer in the
Britiah army, and now ewmployed In the
bureau of American ethnology in Wash-
ington, snd, who was for many years tho
private secretary of Benalor Watsan L.
Squire, of Washington, ls ones of the au-
therities upen facts and featurss of the

possassions in Asia and -Afries.
He has just delivered n most Interestinz
leoture on the Transvaal before the Na-
tlonal Geographleal Socloty, of Washing-
ton, In the coursc of his remarks he
sald:

“The Transvanl /s sn elevated piateau,
lying within the outer rim of the wvast
South African tableland, betwesn (00 and
00 feet above sea jevel. In conssquence
of this great elevation It enjoys a hecalth-
ful and Invigorating ciimate. The winter
half of the yesar—from March to Bejtem-
bar—is dry and ccol, especinlly during the
rights. The days mre often as warm as
{n summer, During these months cold,
sherp winds blow from the south, and tie
mountain ranges are often covered with
spow for several dava Sudden changss
of temperature often produce Influenss
and Inflammatory affections; but, In saile
| of these, the mortality Is low.

““The Trapsvaal has an avca of 119,159
dguare miles, and ta 1898 Its ponulation
was ostimated to be 1084156, of which
number 345,867 were whites, The white
population has, however, been largely in-
creased by the rush to the gold fields.

Boers Few In Numrber.

“The number of Boers Includad*in the
enumeration of white Inhabltants s prob-
ably less than 100000. In the whole of
South Africa the number of non-Boer
white inhabltants, Including English esnd
other forelgners, Is I55.000. Those of Duteh
descont number 431,000

Englond's opponents In the present war
wero described as follows: “The Bosrs of
South Africa are the descendints of the
original Duteh and Huguenot  colonista
Severed from the clviligation of Europe X0
yeara ago, they have not kept pace with
the progreas that has been made there,
and are Intolerant and backward In their
ideas. They have developed into a sturdy,
eelf-reliant peopls, great hunters, and
men well fitted to cope with ths savage
animals and savage men with whom they
have had to contend In thelir colonization
of the wilderness. They have been for
the most part stockralsers, and the sear-
city of pasture scaitered them over o
w.de area.

“Like all frontiersmen they have devel-
oped a remarkable courage and splrit of
Independence. They have also grown Into
a passion for solitude and |solation, out
of which has grown not only thelr im-
patience of control, but a negleet of the
graces, amenities and even the decencles
of clviliged life, showing litile trpces of
their descent from the cleanest and neat-
est people of Purope. Living entirely In
the open alr, and mostly In the saddle,
they are strangely lgnorant. They have
no lterature and few newspapers, What
reading they do Is confined almost entire-
Iy to the Bible. Thelr religion is the
somber and stern Calvinlam of the 1Tth
century, hostlla to all new lght, thorough-
ly Imbued with the spirit of the Hebrew
records of the OI¢ Testament, apd with
vory little of the Christian spirit of kind-
ness and mercy taught in the New,

The Slavery Question.

“For years the Duteh and English lived
In amity. But In 183 a law was passed
In England abollshing sinvery, much to
the disgust of the Dutch, who held to
thelr old biblical notionz about slavery.
They resented what they considered an in.
fringement of their, property: rights.. It
Is true the Britlsh government granted
them a compeénsation, but the amount wis
less than the current value of slaves In
the colony, and the Boar farmers thought
themselves robbed. When (he law was
put into operation, in 15835, they determined
to leave the colony, and made what Is
stil referred to among them as the
‘great trek.’

“They settled In what |s now Mnown as
the colony of Natal, and attempted to es-
tabii=h an independent government—a pro-
ceeding which was objected to by the
British government on the grounds that
peaple who are atill consldered British
suthiects bave no right to attempt to form
an Independent state on territory that,
while It had not formally been declared
to be a colony, was under British protec-
tion, It was, therefore, proclaimed to be
a British colony. and the Boers again
migrated, some settling In the Orange
river country and the others crossing the
Vaal river and founding the SBouth Afri-
can republic.

“Thes history of all the troubles that
have arisen between the Boers and the
native tribes on the one hand and the
Boers and the Britlsh government on the
other s too long and too complleated for
an evening's dlscussion. There hns been
fault on both sidez, 8o far as the Eng-
lish are concerned, the maln canse of the
trouble which hes arisen liea in vaciilation
and the want of n settied policy.

“The hiatory of the past half century In
Bouth Africa should be a very useful sub-
ject of study for the siatesmen and poll-
ticiane of tha United Btates. It deman-
strates clearly what s the Inevitable re-
sult of making a foreign polley the sport
of party polltlee. With all the blessings
of government by popular reépresentation,
it has wealtnesses, and this I= not tha
teast of tham.

Hzer Tr:a'm n' of Xnt ves.

*Toward the natlves the Boers have al-
wnya bheen harsh and tyrannieal—a sur-
vival, perhanps. of the consequences of
thelr long connection with negro slavary
and the strupgles they have had with
the Hotténtots, the Kaffira and the other
tribes. The Engllsh have always treated
the matives with proper humanity ard
kindness, and tha government regulntions
for their management are eéxcellent. Tho
danger !5 that private cupidity and the
struggle for wealth may Induce the white
men to override or evade them.

“The supréeme question in the develop-
ment of Africa Is not the Increase of the
power or prestige of England, Germany,
France or any other Europsan nation.
After the present war clouds have been
dissipated the future of South Africa will
rest Inrgely on tho quesiion of equity
and integrity In the treatment of the nn-
tives. If these principles are strictly ob-
served there Hes o bright prospect before
the country and its peopla, both white and
black., But If the white man closes his
eyes and does not recognize the hand-
writing on the wall, he may receive a
rude awakening.™

Lynchings in 1580,
Chicago Tribune, Dec, 3,

Thera have been N9 iynchings In the
United States during 1559. Of these, 103
were In the South and four In the North
Of the sufferers, 34 were blacks and &
whites, Forty-four persons were lynched
for murder, 11 for complicity in murder,
one for arson snd murder, 11 far rape,
six for alleged rape, and one for rape and
murder. It Is apparent that rape Is not
the paramount csuse of Bouthern lynch-
ings It was once. Georgla heads the list
with 2. Then Mississlppl follows with 14,
Loutslana with 13 and Arkansa with IL
Of the four Northern Iynchings, three
werée in Kansas and one In Pennsylvania,
While it is deplorable that as many as 17
peraons should have been put te death
otherwise than In accordance with the
forms of law, yot there Is some comfort
to be drawn from the fact that the record
for 15%9 i the smallest In I3 years, and
falls below the Mgures for 1898 by 10
These statist'es go to eonfirm the opinion,
hased on other evidence, that the South is

growing ashamed of Its lynching record,
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FEDERAL REVENUE PROBLEM

Wisdom of Leaving It Open EDntil
Late in the Scanion.

WASHINGTON, Jan. f.—(Special corrs-
spondence New York Journal of Com-
merce.)—The republican leaders are pur-
suing 5 conservative course, In deciiding to
adjourn the settlement of the probies
of revenue reduction wuntil In t
sesslon of ¢congress. The fact has b
clear that the subject cannst
misged absolutely ut the pres
until the next seasjon, a8 wa
to be possihle down to o recent
Events may proye that some
of taxation s absolutely roquired.

inter

du
reduction
The

probablifties; indeed, Tather favor i
proposition, but there !8 4 chance thac
some unexpected events In the worlda

money markets or the demunds upon the
treasury may check the rapid acoumuiz-
tlonw of the surplus which s now goin
on. It wil be much cloarer by April or
May whether revenue reductions are
solutely required thin Is the at pres-
ent, A simple blll abolisk af
more obnaxious of the stamp
tha -specinl llesnsa fees upon [ndusirics
could then Dbe brought into the house
and pagsad, Its comidewatlon In the se--
&te might prolong the sexslon peveral
weeks, and would afford the demoeratic
minority a good oppartunity for campalgn
speéches and for amendments favorioe
ftee raw matarinig and a modarate Income
tex, but any political capital giraned ©

ab-

g fOme
toxes grnd

oy
the minority !n this way would be trifi n.,
in its value compared to the capltal
would derive from a treasury grov
every week more congested as the p
dentinl election approached and a me
markst growing in. consequence
siringent. One of the awkward
of the sttuation is the fact that |
reduction of taxatlon early (n the summer
would take effect so late and reduce the
Tevenus so lttle that it mi:ht not serious-
Iy check tho dangers foared. whil
other hand & reduction large r'nn'—h
bring the revenue down to the ex

turca under present business condil
might prove too great a reduction for con-
ditions when business ¢ less aetive

One of the first questions to be deter-
mined, as a4 prellminary to the redoction
of the revenus, iz the amount (o be ax-
pended and appropriated dusing the next
year or two. Chalrman Carnon, of tie
house committee on appropriations, who
ueually tries to keep well within the lim-
it af safety, anticlpates very Iarge ex-
penditures during the coming summear and
following years. There are several Im-
portant appropriations made at recont
sessiona of congress which have not vet
been drawn jargely from the treasury.
There are the river and barbor imprave-
ments, whiolh will bave to be provided for
by continuing apgproprintions; ir=
sbout $11.000 009 muthorized or app
ated for public buildings by

tne last $
gress, of which only a lHttle has vet been
speril, becau=a of the uwsual Jdelays In
perfecting titles to sites: and there ure the
larpe nowval appropriations wh
been authorized, but under which the con-

tractor® kave not yet heen in & pos
to demand puyment, wwe  ens
the Increase of the mi force

awell materially the future avernge ex-
penditure of the United States
time of peace. How much this
will ba s beyond the ablilty of an
to  caleuiate with precision Ad
Hght will be thrown on the -|u\§f~\l w
the next fow months, espec
to the coet of the milltar
An Important matter whi
been serlously taken up s srilfication
of several porix in the Phillpp and §
islands for permanent milltary and n
poats. Chalrman Cannon appreciates .
fact that such poats cught to be croaated,
in order to emubis the United States to

hlﬂ nat

lnke a resolute stand if our mreéaty rights
are threatened In China, but he doubta
whether the necessary Information from

military and naval experts on ths =ites
and the defenses required will justify ae-

tual appsopriztion for eonch work this
Year,
Another element which will affect

treasury policy will be the enactment of
the pending gold-standard bii The son-
ate bill provides for setiing aside ut oncoe
a gold reserve of IS0E00Y, while tne
house bill, in specifying n lower minimum
fhnerve,. provides that the fizscal balxncs
thall not be redvced below EON0 WM. It
is probable that the senate provision for
8 referva of 150,000,000 wiil become law
Upon the basis of the dally tres

ment January 4, showing a eash

of FER1L3EG.008, the wett] saide
proposad gold reserve would leave |
fiscu] branch of the tressury ¥3I1IE GG
This 1s much more than ks required fo»
ordinary operatiors, baut the natlonal

banks ave carrying as deposits LR S
leaving the actun! working balance of ths
traasury. after =setting aside the reserve,
about what the house biil fixea as the
mintmum, The enactment of these two
limits would permit the appileation of the

‘money now in national banks to the re.

demption of bonds, but would not permit
further reduotions In the cish held. Ths
wiays aml maans committes will bes able
to proceed much mere Intelligentiy In re-
duelng taxation after the gold-standnra
bill hax hecoma law, and [t ls known ax.
arctly how the fiacal bhalance will ha nf-
fected by the gold resarve. [If the mec-
retary of the treasury pays awny the
preaent depasits of publle money In ths
banks as premiums upon bonds sxchanged
under the refunding plan, these hohds will
he raleaged froam the custody of the treas
ury and will become avallable for the in-

to extrajudiclal methods to punish |

vrease of the bank-note

bonds now held to secur
bath s the tressury 1
are abont SA000N), B
circulation cvould be In
the whole « ¢
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