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A PARTIAL ANSWER

England's Reply Respecting the
Flour Seizures.

SATISFACTORY AS FAR AS IT GOES

The Guestion Whether Foodstuffs Are
to e Hegurded as Contraband
is Not Declded.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 1L—The answer of
the British government to Mr. Choate’s
représenistion respecting the selsure of
American flour and other goods on the
three vessels, Beatrice, Mashona and Ma-
rii. hus been Tecelved. Just as the offi-
cinls of the stale department expected, it
amounts 1o & partinl anewer, very satis-
factory as far as it goes, disposing of the
character of some of the goods seixed, but
not finally deciding broadly whether or
not foodsiulfs are 1o be reganded us con-
traband.

The British government adopts precisely
the polnt of wiew regarding the selged
goods thu! was assumed by the stale de-
pariment and embodied by Mr. Choats In
hils note on the subject nddressed to the
British foreign office. In brief Mr. Choste
roports as follows: That the answer s
llghiy satisfactory: thal ls, in broad and
liberal terms.

The position assumed by the British
government ix that foodstuffs In transit
16 a hostile destination can be regurdsd
us coptraband of war oaly when they are
suppiice far the enemy’s forces. It 1s pot
sufficient that they are capable of being
usied Tor the benefit of the enemy. It must
be shown that they are so in fact by their
destination nt the time of scizure. The
British government does pot clatm that
any of the American goods on the Ger-
man bark Maria and the British bark Ma.
shions were contraband of war. The Brit-
1&h government !s investigating the facts
In conneclion with the poods selzed on the
third wvesswll, the Beatrice.

Mr, Chouate's mossage embodied suc-
clnetly the authorities relled on by the
British government to susitain 4 position
and as 1nis position, as already slated, is
one of those already nssumed by the state
department, of course they are regarded
as convincing, For this reason Mr.
Chocte's messuge is long, and it was
nearly poon before it could be declphered
and plaoed in Secretary Hay's handa It
so happened thn: Lord Pauncefote, the
British ambassador, wus with the secre-
tary shortly after e recelved his meossage,
end probably the subject was discussed
by them. It is certaln that both the sec-
relary Lord Pauncefote appeared to
bt gratified a: the progress belng meade
townard u settlement of Lthe cases. Noth-
ing wus said directiy in Mr. Choate's
originul message, nor In & supplementary
messape, whirh came later, explanatory
of the preceding message, tovching a re-
lease of tho selzed goods, but, of coursse, &
fair inference from the siatement that the
Foodson two of the vessels had been found
to be not contraband, is that they &re, or
will be, releascd. If any question arises
as Lo compensaition to the owners on ac-
count of these gelzures, that can bs ad-
justed lster on. It I8 probabie, however,
that the Britlah governmeant will not walt
for any further hint, but will voluntarily
maks such amends ag seem to be failr,

It 15 belleved that the uncertainly as
to the charscter of the Beatrice's cargo
= bas=d on imperfect knowledgs of tha
ownerehip of the goods. The American
rongignars, however, evidently spprehend-
ing winl doubt might exist on ithat pelnt,
have come forwarmd with the positive
statement that they bave noi beem pald
for the goods shipped, and that the drafts
drawn by the consignoes in Bouth Africa
were not collectible untll the goods were
safely deliversd at their destination.

Mr. Hopkins, the jogal Tepresentative
here of one of the larpest firms con-
cerned In the ownership of the goods, was
ut ths state department this morning to
discuss the case with the officinls. The
next step will be the collection of data by
the siate department and by the Britsh
foreign office to establish fully the char-
actor of the goods on the Beairice, and
it is not expecied that there will, In the
metintime. be any further deliveries by
the Hriush government upon the gehoral
pubjoct of the contraband character of
fopdstulls,

Later In the day the following official
statement was given out by the stats de-
partment:

“A welegrnm has been recelved from
Ambassador Choate, reporting an inter-

wview had by him with the Marquis of
Ballghury on the afternoon of the 10th
inst, in rogurd to the American ship-

mentes of flour and provisions on the de-
tained Britlsh ships Beatvice and Mashonn
and the Dotch steamer Marta, The Brit-
=itioh &% to foumistuffseand hostile
1= thit they can ohly be con-
#idered contraband of war Uf supplied for
the cnemy’s foroes, It not belng sufficlent
thnt they are capable of being S0 used,
but It must be shown this was thelr desti-
nation wt the time of selzure. This qunil-
fication wirtually concedes the American
contention thet the goods werese not sub-
Jrt to eefzure, and practically disavows
the selzure, It mot belng colalmed that
there is any evidence of bostile destina-
‘]{Jn...

Fngland's Reply Satisfactory.
BERLIN, Jan. IL—Jt is asserted that
the German eruisers Schwilbe and Con-
dor, which were ordered to Delagoa bay.
have besn Instructed to proceed instead
Lo Cape Town., This Indlcates a bellef In
German officlal eclreles that the contra-
R controversy will be amleably sel-

LONDON, Jan. 12 —The Standard in an
edltorial upon the government's reply to

Mr. Chosie and Count von Bulow, says:
“We shall be much surprised §f the
Britlsh government’s definition of inter-

nY il aw, ns applled to the carriage
of fondstuffs, fzlls to find acceptance at
Wasihington and Berlin **

DULLER IN BAD HEALTH.

Also on the Verge of a

Collapse,

NEW YORK, Jun IL—A epecinl to the
World from London says:

The London newspapers, without mak-

lng any direet charge, moke nnnounte-
memis Lhat Gensral Biuller s mot ‘in good
hea'th. It !¢ known here that the war
office receives Uitle Y any Information
from him directly, while Lady Buller gots
& messnge overy day from her husband,
briefly annomncing his eondition, Gatacre
i also sald 1o be on the verge of a col-
lupss,
Englend’s present situntion is due more
rouble within the Brtish Hnes than
without, declare the expert milltary writ-
exe for the London morning newspapers,
who say more things in private than the
vditors sllow to get into print

Colonel Gough, who commanded the
esvalsy detachment In the battle of Ma-
gerelomteln, Is In Lopnden, presslug for o
court-martisl upon Lard Methuen's report
thit he deciined to carry out orders Elven
Eim by the general in churge., Gough has
besn: temporarlly placsied and urged to
gostpone his personal demands until the
war =tualion {5 more seitled.

The uncenuored mall reports assery that
Genernl Gatacre was sitting {n the Moltes
no rallway station with his Hend in his
hande, bewaling the repulse of his troops,
when the pensrnl In command of the com-
muariernlions first reported the dissster 1o
the SBuffclk reglment under General
French's command.

The first task of Lords Roberts and
Elchener, who arrfved In Cape Town
Wodnesdey night, must be. the war erit.
tcs wrge. o redrmange the generals in
churge of the wvaricus Britsh forces so

Goteere

that all may be bronght up to an effec-
tive fighting point. General Hector Me-
Donald apd General Tucker are now on
thelr way from India to SBouth Africs.
The Dally Mall's military wriler says:

“The appearance of the new command-
er-in-chlef upon the scene should restore
the confidence of the soidlers, so sadly
shaken by the past. Lel our men see
that their lives are not being wasted and
they may be called upon for any effort
There s now unfortunately no doubt that
Lard Methuen's health has ocompletely
broken down. How long has this fact
been within the knowledge of the war of-
flce ™

The London Momning Post's military ex-
pert observes:

“There Is & weapon with which the mo-
bile Boers In certnln cases can be held
fasi—the spade. The British game Is 0
put = line of trenches along thelr front
and prolong it around one of their flanks.
General Sherman used to drive back Gen-
eral-Johnston in this way. having himsslf
the superior force. General Buller's force
may not be superior to that confronting
him, but &s soon as his men bave dug
themselves trenches, a small party of
them can keep back a largs party of
Boers. His mounted men can be used to
push ibe lines beyond snd around the
Boer fiank, belng relleved as soan as they
have won a4 position by the Infantry, able
to haold It

vThis would in ordinary cases end 'in
foroing the retreat of the Boers. In Na-
tal, where, If they retreat, they free Lady-
smith, it would bring on the decislve bat-
tle under condlifons less unfavorable to
the British than those of the 15th of De-
cember.””

General Yule who conducted the retreat
trom  Dundee, after General Symons
death. s now in London, but in the strct-
est seclusion. He is suffering, It Is eald,
from mental collapse, caused by hls at-
templs to follow and save the troops
which were in dondly perll from trying to
hold the ndvanced posts in Natal without
sufficlent strength of cavalry and arillery.

RECALL OF METHUEN.

Annonnced by the London Corre-
spondent of a New York Paper.

NEW YORK, Jan 11.—A dispatch to the
Tribune from London says:

Lord Methuen has been recalled to Eng-
land. This statement i« made on the high-
est muthority. It is reported he was labor-
ing under great mental excitement afler
the battle of Modder river, and that the
war office has considered It necessary io
displace him, as he & evideatly not in
confiition to command troops, Two mem-
bers of h's family are said to be wenk-
minded.

Disappolntments and roverses are en-
dured by the Englishmen with fortitude
and grim stolelsm, but the utter lack of
trustworthy news from Gencral Bullers
army has been borne with Increasing
signs of !mpatience and Irritability. The
summons of the ambuiance corps to the
front lnst wesk, after every avnllable
battalion and cavalry tiroop had heen
called into Natnl, wis azcepted as the =ig-
nil for an impending battls, but when
Ladysmith was hard pressed on Saturday
the relleving army was only capable of
making & harmiess reconnolssance worthy
of a tranqull summer's day maneuvers at
Aldershot,

Genera] Buller's immediate advance wis
regarded =s the Insvitable sequel! to the
desperate Boer assault upon Ladysmith,
which had been well-nigh successful, but
three days have passed in silence, If not
in inaction, Probably no recent experi-
ence has heen more trying to the English
temper than this comspiracy of silence in
Natal, when every man has felt In his
heart that thers was no time to jose and
that 8n army of over 20,000 British sol-
diers ought to be moving with untiring
energy and irresistible force acrosa the
Taugele for the deliverance of While's he-
rolc garrison. ]

The Morning Post has joined the Dally
Mall in attacking the ministry and de-
mending the reconstruction of the cabinet,
but this campalgn bas not made any
progress eutside the newspaper offices.
The party whips smile Incredulously
whenever It is suggested that the gov-
ernment 1 In  danger. The tandard,
which has neither hot nor cold fils, repre-
sénts the conservative party more
mccuralely than any other Eng-
lish journal, and it has not yet
jost 1ts presencé of mind,. What Is
ovident to all observers !s that the loss
of Ladysmith without a eecond attempt
at relieving the army across the Tugela
would be more discreditable than a fresh
reverse of Buller's forces, and that public
confidence In the government would be
fatally Impaired. '

Jchn Bull is, Indesd, In a bad temper
nnd in no mood for explanations from
any source. What he wants le news from
the front and under the censorship he
gots little or nothing. The mlilitary writ-
ere for the press have last their public,
and the veterans of the clubs talk to
blank walls when they explain that Bul-
ler probably set In motion Warren's di-
vision on & turning movement, east of Co-
ienso, which depends for success upon se-
orecy, and that it will probably end in the
capture of a large portion of the Boer
forces,

Equally indifferent to detalls are the
groups of clubmen gathering about the
croghers who assert that Buller is walt-
ing to discover by hook or ecrook where
the enemy's guns are concerled, or to
stralghten out hls mule transport serv-
fce, or to get Lord Roberts' oplnlon be-
fore striking another hiow. No English-
mnon wishes to belleve that General Buller
is walting for anything except the chance
to defont the enemy by & strong attack
and strategle combinations.

A DUTCH PRIVATEER.

Converted Yacht to Prey om Britiah
Commeree,

BAVANNAH, Ga., Jan. 11.—A special to
the Morning News from Atlanta states
that Capiain Charles N, Hill & resident of
that city, who wns an officer on the Bra-
zilian revolutionary cruiser Nictheroy, has
recelved a lsttor from Licutenant MoDon-
ald Craven, who was on the Nictheray
with him, offering him command of & con-
verted yacht armed with two 45-inch
guns, which had been equipped by the
Boer government to prey upon British
commerce on the Atlantie coast. E. A
Steyn was numed &s the Transvaal agent,
with headquarters in S8avannah, who had
arranged for the expedition, which was
to start from the Bahamas,

Bteyn went to Atlanta, It & sald. to in-
duce HIll to join the expedition, but Hill
refused. Investigation in Bavannah faills
to disclose any clue as to Steyn or any-
one answering hia deseription.

Parllament Summoned. 1

LONDON, Jan. 11.—The queén has pro-

clulmed the mesling of parliament for
January 20,

COLONEL STONE SHOT.

£hot While Foreclosing a Mortgage
on a Farm,

KINGFISHER, 0. T., Jan. 1L.—Colonel
John Stone, president of the People's bank,
of Kingfisher, was shotl and killed at 2
o'clock this afternoon at the farm of Jim
Waicher, near Columbia, Kingfishar coun-
ty. Colonel Btons had foreclosed a mort-
Fage on Watcher and went there todey to
taks posscssion. Watchér cindmed his
attorngy had advised him to resist evie-
tion.

Colonsl Btone wns one of the majors In
the First Territorial regiment, United
Biates volunteera, and was at “the tlme
of his death colonel of the Oklzhoma Na-
tlonal Guard,

Mc:lmpa;-ne Imports in 1880,
own by customs statistics, -
ports in 1638 of G. H. Mumm's g:srt:-? g)m
reached the enormous figure of 19,
cazes, being T2,485 cases more than of any
other brand—a record unprecedantsd in
the history of champagne. Its 1885 vint-
age pow imported has no equal

The Natlonal Woman's Tem
Tinlon has been organised n Bemmw!;ct:

Madume Keelhoff as secretary.

WAS TWICE INAUGURATE

I0WA LEGISLATURE.

Plea for a Merchant Marine, Nica=
ragus Cananl, Sound Money and
a Trust Remedy.

DES MOINES, Jan. 11.—For the second
time Governor Bhaw was Inaugurated as
ohief execuilve of the state this afternoon.
The oath of office was pronounced by
Chlef Justice Granger, of the supreme
court, in the presence of 5000 people. The
ceremonles consisted of a parade from the
statahouso’ headed by a troop of the Na-
tional Guard and exercises at the sudito-
rium, which concluded with an address by
Lieutenant-Governor Milliman. In his In-
augural address, Governor Shaw sald:

“At the beginning of the 19th century

GOVERNOR SHAW'S SPEECH TO THE |

Frank A. Sears. The case grows out of
the letting of & contract for Venetlan
bitnds for several large new school bulld-

i“"‘" erected last year.

FRENCH RECIPROCITY TREATY

Prospects of Its Ratifieation by the
Sennte Are Not Hright,

NEW YORK, Jan. 11.—A special to the
Tribune from Washington says: 5

The reclprocliy treaty with France s
proving & hard nut to crack, and the pros-
pects of its ratification by the senate and
its approval by congress as required by
the provisions of the tarlfl law ol 188, by
virtue of which it was negotlated, have
not greatly lmproved, although Mr, Kos-
son, the commissioner who conducted the
negotiations on behall of the United
Btates, in his statements to the committee
on forelgn relations of the senate im-
pressed some of the members with views
less unfavorable than they had hitherto
entertalned.

He was not, however, provided with
data to remove some of thelr more serl-
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Assessed valuationa in Oregon for 189 showed a reduction of §13,245,088.
Of this Multnomah county contributed $11,210,683, Multnomah's reduction
Washington's was the same. Jackson's was 24;

The smallness of the assessmenst for 1899 {s evidence that county psses-
sors are not glving fictitious values to property.
now lower than at any period of the good or hard times of the '80s, or In
the present era of prosperity. Assessors have nothing to feur when there
I= no state board of equailzation to run up values on them.

Followlng 15 & general summary of the total amount of taxable property
in Oregon since the admisslon of the state Into the Unlon:
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VALUATION OF TAXABLE PROPERTY IN OREGON

The asseseed valuation of property In Oregon for 1294'{s §123 287,870 This
is the lowest total since 1880. The decrease since 18§, the ycar of highest
vaiuations, has heen $47,801,026, But there has been & net gain in values of
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we were carrying 80 per cent of our for-
elgn commerce In American ships,. We
now carry one-fifth, or 20 per cent. Shall
this continue? We are possession of the
Piclfic.. 8hall we build the ships requisite
to {ts enfoyment. It Is as troly ours If
woe have the courage of our canvictions as
are the lslands that rlse above Its surface.
Bhall we not cut & passage way to [t from
the Guif and develop to tha fullest the
trade which 1t has placed within our
reach? To bulld a merchant marine will
require both time and the sames measure
of encouragement as the natlons of Eu-
rope nccord those with which we must
compets.

*“The United Btates Is conceded to be (he
great agricultural country of the world,
and our manufactories rind few rivals,
There Is no valld reason why we may not
also become the great commercinl and
financlal cénter, But in order to do thio
we must have a8 good money as our
Europsan competitors. And what charac-
terizes good money? 1 answer certaln
and ready exchangeabllity. Sllver Is as
good as gold only so long 85 it can be
exchange at par for gold.

“I think those whe contended at the
trust eonventlon In Chieago last fall that
trusts and monopolles should be treated
RS synonymous terms were correct, I
have yet to find the firet man who has a
word to say In extenuation or defenss of
monopolles. Gentlemen of the general as-
sembly, let It be your duty to crush every
one within your reach, and the people of
this state will call you blessed, and the
peaple of every other state will take notioo
of your wisdom and will follow the course
you shall have marked out. If all the
#tntes of the Unlon could be induced to
unite upon asome singls polley, I would
have no fears of successfully combaling
monopollee in this country. They might
be hullt up abroad, but they conld then
be effectively reached by means of a tariff.
I think It is generally conceded that the
trust problem must be treated by the na-
tlonal congress rather than by state legls-
Intures.”

THE HKENTUCKY CONTEST.

Governor Taylor Asks That the Dem-
ocratic Committecmen Vaonte,

FRANKFORT, Ky., Jan. 11.—Governor
Taylor, through' his attorney, Judge W.
H. Yost, filed with the contest committee
& motion to require the democratic mems-
bers now serving on the committes to va-
cate. The motlon s supported by an a&f-
fidavit charging that the names were
fraudulently drawn by the clerk, and the
domocratic members now serving are all
disqualified by reason of partiality for the
contestant, alleged evid of which Is
mentionel specifically as to each, It re-
fers to the rules of the committee, which
he says wera 8o framed &8 to exclude the
greater part of his testimony, and charges
in generzal terma that the trial of the cons
test s about to be made throughout on

lines, and witholut regard to the
merits of the case. Chalrman Hickman
announced that the afdavit and motion
would be taken under advisement.

Tha house adopted the senate resolution
providing for the joint committee to in-
vestigate the “Whallen-Harrell alleged
bribery. An amendment was adopted pro-
viding that the speaker appoint two demo-
orats and one republican on' the commit-
tee, and Tequesting the eenate to name its
part of the commities the-same way.

The republican leaders, while not aban-
doning the fight aginst Goebel in the leg-
lelature, are eagerly awelilng news from
Washingion as to what ald the federal
government would glve Taylor in the
event Goebel la seated by the legislature,
That the republican leaders are advising
Governor Tavlor to resist In case the legls-
lature decides In favor of Goehel mnd are
promising support to him is generally ad-
mitted. Major Atwood, whom Governo!
Bradley appolnted senator in 1596, but who
falled to be seated, ssid tonight:

“Taylor has heen elected, and If he Is
turned out by an arbitrary board we
could not countenance its actlon. We will
fight, If It be necessary.”

There was & conference tonight of re-
publican leaders from all over the state,
among whom wera several prominent fed-
eral office-holders, and {t I =ald stronger
pressure 18 to be brought to bear at Wash-
ington In favor of Taylor than has been
heretofore.

Boer Resolution Tahled.
COLUMEBUS, 0., Jan, 11.—The house of
represantatives today, by & etrict party
wvote, indefinitely postponed the resojution
expresging sympathy with the Boers in
thelr war with Great Britain. 'The repub-
lieans voted In the aMrmative,

Clnrk Is Mayor of Sacramento,
SACRAMENTO. Cal, Jan. 11.—The In-
junction proccedings In the mayoralty
cage, enjoining George H. Clark from ex-
ercising the duties af the office, were dis-
solved by Judge Hughes today., Clark
is now in poasession of the office,

Arrested for Bribery.
OMAHA, Neb.,, Jan. IL—Four members
of the board of education were arrested
today on worrants charglng them with
accepting o bribe. They are: A, M.

Cowle, G. G. Irey. George H. Hess and

ous doubts. He explainsd the differsnce
between the maximum and minimum
rates of the French taxiff, which, ha said,
ranged from 76 per cent to 15 per cent,
and read n long lUst of articles, the du-
ties on which would be roduced, together
with the various percentages of redue-
tion, If the treaty should be ratifled and
become opérative,

He also expliined that all the countries
of Europe except Portugal enjoy the ad-
vantage of minimum rates uander the
French tariff by virtue of arrangements
and treaties that had been made from
time to time, whereas with & few excep-
tions, and those not consisting of manu-
factured artlcles, all grades imported Into
France from the United States are sub-
Jected to the operatlon of the maximum
tariff. I'rance, he sald, imports about
§100,000,000 worth of manufactured prod-
nots & year, of which about 30,000,000 in
round figures came from the United King-
Aom, $30,000,000 from Germuny, only $3,000,-
000 from the United States, and the re-
mainder from other countries. He was
not supplied with data showing what
were the princlpal manufactured goods
Imported to make up the tatal of $40,000,-
00 from the United Kingdom, or the
$30,000,000 from Germany or the 33,000,000
from the United Stiates, or the respective
and minimum rates on such prineipal ar-
ticles.

Nelther was the commlssioner prepared,
when guestions were asked, to show the
amount of goods [mported from France
liast year on which (t Is propssed to low-
er the rates of duty for the benefit of
the manufacturera and exporters on such
articles and -goods when imported Into
the Unlted States. He was not supplied
with flgeures showing the exports to
France from the United Kingdom, Ger-
miny and the United States, respectively,
of articles which will be requirad to pay
the maximum rates of duty even In case
the treaty shall be rutified and become
operative, or the respective maximum and
minimum rates on 8ald articles which, If
imported Into Franes from the United
Kingdom, Germany and all the other
countries of Europe except Portugal, en-
Joy the advantages of the minlmum rates.

Of course the Information and facts
above are essentinl to any Intelligent
consideration of the pending treaty by
congress nnd the commissioner promised
to supply them as soon as practicable; In
response to the request of the commit-
tee,. Mr. Kasson's argumenis In favor
of the treaty are sald to have been ear-
nest and skillful, as well as &trong in
some respects. One statement he s sald
to’ have made, however, will be sharply
challenged by the republicans of both
branches ‘of congresa who were actlvely
identified with the tarlf leglslatlon of
1897, and thrt was that many of the rates
were purposely made higher than neces-
sary in order to make it easler and more
desirnble to negotlalée commercinl regl-
procity treaties with France and somea
other European countries. Several mem-
bers of the finance committes of the sen-
fte and the wa¥s and means committee of
the housa have already declared them-
selves pointedly and emphatically in pri-
‘iite conversation agalnst that or mny
simllar assumption, whieli they say 1s
wholly unwarranted by facts,

Of course the members of tha flnance
committes are deeply concernad in the
fate of the pending treaty, and several
of them are of the opinlon that as |t
and other reciproclty conventions refer
exglusively to tariff provisions and rates
of duty, they should have besn raforred
to the finance committes in the first in-
stance, insteand of to the committes on
forelgn relations. Chalrman Davis, of the
latter committee, appears to have realized
that there was justice In this contention
when he suggested to Chalrman Aldrich,
of the finunce committee, that he appoint
a subcommitice to attend today's and
other hearings, with a vléew to co-operats
in consideration and aotion. The sug-
gestion did not henr fruit, nons of the
memhbers of the findnce commities belng
present at the hearlng except Senator
Woleott, who Is also a member of the
committes on forelgn relations. Later a
conference was held. at which most of
the republican members of both commit-
tees were present, and the subfeet was
discuseed and consldered. Out of thls
will prabably come harmonlous netion on
all the treaties by the two committees
most deeply concérned.

What members of the finance eommit-
tee most wan! are faels such as have
been outlined above, showing what ad-
vantage, wlll be reaped by the partles to
the respectlve treatles, and whether the
Franch treaty or any or all of the pending
treatles, If ratified and carried Into effect,
wil probably resuit to the advantage or
disadvantage of the United States. Mem-
bors of the committee on foreign rela-
tlions-are equally anxfous to abtain Infor-
mation on these essential, If not wital,
polnts before they declde what action to
recommend,

The commiitee on forelgn relatlons has
not yet taken up the Argentine troaty,
which, to become operative, according to
its terms, must be ratified and the rati-
fleatlons exchanged on or béfore Febru-
ary 10, one month from today.

T0 REDUCE THE SURPLUS

—_—

X0 BETTER WAY THAN TO SCAT-
TER IT ABOUT IN PENSIONS.

Bondholders Pluek the Government,
So Why Shouldn't the Veteran's
Family if They Can?

PORTLAND, Jan. i0.—(To the Editor.)—
As one who draws & pension and IS not
nshamed of {, though not dependent on
the pension for my bread, will you permi:
me & word?

Up to the act of 1390 all pensions were
granted on the basis of actusl injuries re-
celved In the service of the government,
or the widows and arphans who had be-
come such because of the Injurles. (I re-
fer to pensloners of the civil war) The
government took every precaution to pro-
tect ltself aganinst fraud. An applicant
must prove that he was the ldentical per-
son described In his aoplicalon by both
the records and surviving comrades, and
that his disabllity was the direct result of
his service, Then a board of three sur-
geons must pass on his case, and fnally
the comml=sioner at Washington. In 1820,
owing to the difficulty of mesting the teclh-
nical demands of the Inw, made Impossi-
ble In many cases because of the death
of medical offlcers, congresa passed “'the
dependent penslon law. ' Under this law
a surviving soldler who was disabled was
not required to establizsh the fact (hat his
disabllity resulted directiy from his service,
but the proof of disability was demanded
#8 much as ever, and It must be ahown
that he was not disablad by wviclous hab-
18, As to widows, they were no lenger ré-
quired to prove that their husbands dled
from Injurles recelved In service, but they
must show that they are not able to sup-
port themselves from their Incomes. This
I# the only legislation that hints that pen-
slons are charities. 'The maximum pen-
slon to survivors under the act of 1580 is
88, and of wilows $2 per month. The
Grand Army can no more put a name on
the penslon roil that it can put that name
on the books of & bank, or the payruoll of
a factory. No doubt there are some
froudulent pensioners. and If the dictum
that “every man who can earn his liv-
Ing and accepis a pension I8 a fraud’” then
there nre 8 great many of us. It ls Just
this that we resent with all the old bloed
there is in us, We deny that penslans are
charitles. The government is simply pay-
ing a debt, and the questlon of how mueh
we may have ar be abla to carn has no
more to do with It than It would bave
with the payment of a note In bank, or the
subeeription to The Oregonian

A little parable will make my meaning
plainer, In 1861 there lived three brothers.
The two older had familles, and the young-
er was & boy of 16, The married men,
John and Jamex, had $5000 In gold each.
After a time John invested his gold In
greembacks, recelving $10,000, with which
he bought United States bonds, On these
bonds he recelved interest in gold and paid
no taxes. WIith some aof his friends he
organized a bank and became cashler At
& salary of $8X0 per year. Hls bonds were
deposited with the government aund the
bank fssued money, which was loaned 1o
the people. The bank prospered. With
the profits John bought more honds and
enlarged the bank circulation, all the time
drawing Interest on the bonds and growing
in wealth. He and his family are now gl
rich, and the government never asks him
whether he {8 able to make a lUving with-
out collecting his intersat for his bonds,

James saw that Uncle S8am neaded men
as well a8 money, s0 he hought n home
for his famlly and enlisted. His puy wos
§i8 per month, pald In greenbacks Some
of the time it would not be % In gold. He
served his time out all through the cam-
palgns Inthe West, and was several times
fit for the hospital, but too plucky to go,
and therefore got no hospital record, bat
sverybody ‘could see that he was not tho
man he was when he went out. He went
back to the farm, but his army life had
spolled him for a farmer and somehow
with all his hard werk he could not mako
a llving. He borrowed money at John's
bunk until he wis hopolessty In debt. But
he never applled for a pension. Tn 1580
he died, leaving & widow and five children.
John was kind and let them Hve on the
farm, and the childran recelved nn orll-
nary common school education. Bot even
a brother canpot te expected to hold a
mortgage forever, and banks are not char-
Itable Institutlons, o the farm want Lo
the bank, About thut time a pension
agent suggested that she apply for a wid-
ow's pension, and she did. But there was
no récord that her husband died from dis-
ense contracted In the army. She failed in
her applieation and worrled on ns best
the could. Her children were faithful and
worked hard. In 1801 she applied agaln un-
der the new law, but when the speclal ex-
aminer came and asked If she dld not
have as much as 38 per month from some
source, she, being an honest woman, suld:
“Why, yes: my children earn more than
thit, and they are very kind nnd give me a
Hiving, 1 would not have to g0 to the
poorhousze If the penaton Is not granted.”

She was rejected on the ground of “not
neading the pension,” and the banlter sald:
“The commissioner we now have Is right
to ahut off these pensions that are threat-
eéning the very life of the government”
and It is sald thot the next time he cut
his counonse he actually sent hls brother's
wifa 8.

The youngest brother Willlam enlisted
in. J862, being 1T years of age. He waa
healthy and made a good soldier, never
BHeing slek a dny: but he caught s bullet
&t Chlckamaugn that broke no honesa, hut
Injured the sclatic nerves and left him a
weak leg. He, however, went, bock to the
regiment aml served {ill the end of the
war and came hame. e conld not wark
on the farm because of lameoness. Hls
brother could not take him Into the bank
for lack of training In business. He had
plitek ond briins, pnd made his way
through college, thoush his yenrs !n Lhe
army somewhat unfitted him for student
life.. He went into a profession where ho
must Uve on a salary. By hard work he
after a time commanded a falr living sal-
ary, but his old ermy hablis of using his
money freely for whatever good thing pre-
sgented Msclf bas made It Impossible to
save money. He I8 a gosd coltizen, and
highly honored, but has not nor naver
will he accumulate a competencs, Naot
& day of his life that hs does not suffer
from that old wound, angd the probablliities
are that he will not live out his natoral
life, or If he does, the last part of It will
be of helplessneas and suffering,

Tha: man draws & pension, though he in
able to earn a ‘lving, and he !s nelther
a fraud nor a pauper. If it will do the
men who never smelled powder nor slept
in the trenches, nor felt the twinge aof
hunger and cald, any good to see hily nnme
In print, he Is willing to have it thers. Ho
can étand by the side of the gallant Gen-
eral John A. Logan and say: "My penslon
maney 18 the money af which T am mast
proud.’* But he would also Insist that
alongslde the llat of pensloners thers bo
printed & llat of the men who grew rich
out of war contracts and war bonds. Te:
me ropeat my parable. John Invested
£5000 In gold. but in such a way that ft
counted $0.000. and on this he drew Inter-
est and principal in gold withou! taxe-
tlon, and the government: was =0 kind a=
to -makes hiz Investment the foundation
of his fortune s a banker. He was never
nsked, when he presented a counom ot
hond, "“Po wou need thls money? He
clalmed his right. and he got It to the
full pound of flesh. James Invested hls
life, and by that act made John's Bond
worth anything, He dlsd poor and left
a widow, who. In order to recelve a cent
from the government he died to save,
must declare herself = pruper and recelve
the pittance as charity. Willlam, the
patriotic boy, offered hls full young life:
the govarnment tonk ¢hree vears of the
best of It and sant him home handicapped
In the raca by lameness and weakness.
He has made the fight against odds. He
honestly walks up to the government
treasury and asks hls rights under the

law, $8 per month, but becnuse ho has
manly energy and hercism enough to earr
a living, you call him & “fraud.”

Wiillam I|s a mamber of the “Grand
Army of the Republic,” and his post Is
the best friend to the widow of his brother
James that she has

I joln my comrades In denouncing fraud-
ulent penslons, but I say “show us the
frauds,” Mr, Cleveland waa led Into this
ery, And the government set on the do-
tectives llke sleuthhounds. They dld not
digcover enough frauds to equal the
hundredth part of 1 per cent.

The pension )iat is large, I know, but
the cavee for which the men, who draw
pensions, fought was Jarge,  The resulls
are large. The money paul every three
months for pensiona Is scatterad aver the
whole land, and nobody feels It except an
g bepefit, Our financlers say that one of
the evils from which we are suffering ls
the heaplng up of money in the Unlted
States treasury. 1 know of no more hon-
est and practical way of geiting It out
than in the payment of just and lberal
penslons.

By the way, If Becretary Gage is cor-
rect in his contention that “gold was
never ot & premium, but gTee nbacks weare
&t a discount,” why has not every soldler
o just claim ngalnst the govermmetl fu:
full pay in ret! amd par value money
General Benfamin F. Butier held that
gvery soldier has a valld ¢clabm for his pay
In gold, That queation has never borm
eottled {n the supreme court. Possibiy the
o-d soldier Is holding back a clalm thai
If ‘presented would ralse =uch a comma-
tlon &s the pension roll knows nothing
about. They are not ligely to do any
such thing, but If the bondholders had
as good 2 clnlm 1 am Inclincd fo th::\k
the court would he ealied upon 1o rendsr
a declsion. Yours truly,

ALEXANDER BLACKEBURN.

ANGLO-BOER WAR.

“Engliand's Difficalty Is Ireiand's Op-
portunity’” an Irish Motie.

SALEM, Jan. .'3.—1‘_1‘: the Editor.}—1 was
much astonished, palnea and grieved to

observe that Americuns, cialming to be of
Irishy birth or descent. have beem writing
10 your valusble paper, espousing :r.u
cause of Engiand {n her unjust waridre
upon the Boers. How an Amer:uan‘ur
{rish birth or descent could take the ulde
of England in her efforis lo destroy tue
two small republics of South Afrios I3
feomprensible 10 me. Such an American
does not seem to remembsr Lhe Bl
of the coloniea to frew themselved from
tha unjust oppression of Bagland., They
lack ihespleit of 1776, Thoy do not realize
how the colonists fought for thelr homes
and the prineiples that the thought of 1ib~-
erty Insplres, The Boer furmers are now
engaged In a similar contest, nnd "”.E
Omnipotent Ruler of all seems to Smile
upbn their efforts. Do these Americans
of Irish birth, or desvent, rémember tho
hintory of Ireland, when they assert that
Irishmen should be neutral or aympathize
with Engiand azsninst the Hoirs? O taey
recall the Infambups government of lre-
land nnd stil contend for thlsT It cer-
wainly must be thoughtleganess on thelr
part, or they sre =0 circumstanced they
cannot assert themselves as thelr hearls
would prompt. [If they cannotl express
their true sentiments, they should at least
he silent, and not publicly aasist the bully
of nutions and the oppressor of the weak
gnd defenseless

from the time that Strongbow Ianded
on the shores of Ireland, the history of
the government of that country has beén
the most oppressive and unjust that ths
world has witnessed—even worse than the
government of lndla, where 3,000 000 of her

WHAT IS
THE REASON?

Why Iz it that you are not aqual to tha
task Nature ssty for you to do?

Why do you find wenkness stealing over
you annd growing day by day?

Why that ashy, chalky complexion?

Why tkat Inabllity to held yo urinae?

Why those distressing paina acrose your
back T

All these symptoms are unmistakalis
evidences of kidney trouble.

The kidneys, that make human
enging of lifs move s Nature Intended,
are not working properly and sbould Lave
prompt attention.

If you need o medicine for kidney, bind-
der or uric mcid trouble. sou
using the famouy new discov
mer's Swamp-Root. It gives ¢
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THE DRAINAGE CANAL.

Water Pover Froam It Wil Be Used
by the Clty of (hileaxo.

CHICAGO, Jun. IL.—Water in the mopth
gectton of the ] t F

dminag=
reached the top of the Hear t
Lockport, and within
first thin shest of w g
over the top, thousing
witer, under the pressur
volume of water In th
wera spesding on tl

people are now starving: or In Egyps,
where England’'s oppressive [aws have
done thelr work. Do sour correspondents
recill the Cromwelllan government. the
munasacres of Droghadn and Wexford, the
driving of the inhabitants of Iraland Into
the province of Connaught, and pacing
them on lands especially selected for this
purpose In a section of country that was
very sterile, and wheére a blude of grozs
would searcely grow? Can they remem-

sippl. Cakes of lvs and
wood were taken up in
the roar of the water coulid be hesrs) 0t
quarter of a mile, 1t will be two ar
days yet before Cl
reached, and then dred
bell-avenue dam will be ¢
Whater power sufic
city pumping stalions
Ing plants for 7 3

the

ber tha vilialnous psnel inws of Ireiand,
how the people were deprived of educn-
tton, and were made “the hewers of wood
and the drawers of water”? How a brave-
sensiive and intellizent people, with a hle
tory for lterature and linrning of which
any peopie might feel prowd. were enflaved
and deprived of the advantages of civiiiza-
ton beeause they would not how their
neck under the yoke, and “bend the pres-
nant hinges of the knee that thrif: might
follow fawning”? Are they urmindful of
the fact that in X1 years, under the spirit
o? the Cromwelllan goveérnment, 50 XD
Irlsh were killed, besides the thousands
who were baniahed and tranvported from
the country? Do they recall the viola-
tlon of the treaty of Limerick, and the
chivalrous conduct of Sarsfleid, whizh en-
hances with speclal Interest the glory of
kla race?

In more recent times do your corre-
spondents remember the gallant struggle
made by Irelnnd’s gift«d gons 1o aave the
Irish parijfament, and what treachery was
u=ed to destroy 117 Have they forzoiien
how O'Connell wis convicted of tremson,
when he never dir, nor counseled, an act
that was not strictly within the apirit as
well ns the letter of the English consi-
tution? They certaltly do forget the mem-
ory of Gruttan, KEmmet, Wolfftones, Lond
Edwurd Fitzgerald, Thomas Davis, John
Mitchel, Thomns Franc's Meagher, Parnall
and others: the Unlied Ireland and the
young lreland party, compo=ed of bril-
linnt, brave and accomplished men. They
siy these oppremlons were in the past.
(oerelon and oppresalyve meagures of gov-
ernment hive been exsarcised In our oWn
day. The troubis. haa always Hescn that
the Englizh people have Dever honestly
con<idered the rights of the Iilsh peop'e
The English nave, and do now, regard the
Irlsh as an inférfor rae>, and uawor:hy
to be treated ns equals; as Incapabls of
gelf-government,

Some criticiam haos besn mads of the
Clan-nn-Gael and other kindred sncleties.
The history of Ireland is m full jostinca-
tlon for the existence of there socistles.
England would mot permit conmiliutional
agitation. Do your corsespondenis recall
how Parnel!l and his leutensnts wer2
thrown Into prison when they wers pursu-
Ing n strietly constltutional programme?
In order to reach tha Irish your corre-
sponderits say that Roberts and Kitchener
nre Irish. They are Irish, simply by accr-
dent of birth. They are not in touech or
sympathy with the peopla of Ireland. They
ars not Irishmen ke the men above men-
tloned. If they wers they would not bae :n
promineat pinces In the army, no mattsr
whnt thelr abillty might ba,

As to the treatment of the I

rish peonle

In pres years [ desire to eall your cor-
TesPON t«' mpecial nttentlon to  thiss
From 1827 to 1807 1,00, 00 peaple af Tral

dled from starvation: 1000000 were eyicted
and 4000000 were obliged ta leave
country on neccount of Enpgiand's laws.
Irishmen have naristed England in all of
her wara, and what has Ireiand
recelved In return?  Nothing but the
tightening of the chalns afound ! limbs
of her people. While Irishmen have the
past nssisted England In her troubles ana
adversity, they have not been permitted
to share In her triumphs and her glories
Repamation {8 due from England to Ire
land before any one could ask [rishmen or
Americans of Irish birth or deswent to
sympnthize with England in any struggle
ahe might be engagad. The wrongs that
have been hepned on Irelnnd for ryeams
must be atoned for by Enginnd. and the
radroes muet not be doled out or grudg-
Ingly given after o long contesl. It mumt
come unasked upon the part of the Irish
people. The people of Ireland are in the
same spirit today as when Strongbow se:
foot on Irish soll or when Wentworth

was engazed In his acta of crualty, “Eng-
Iand's difflcultica are Irsland’zs  oppor-
tunities.'”” & n motto that should not bhe

forgotten and strictly adhersd to by the
“fighting miee.” Treland's sopa and de-
scendants must never forget England’s
injustice and oppredsion. Reparation muss
be made for the long series of appressive
meseures thet have been passed by Eng-
Innd: the destruction of Ireiand's Indos-
trins must be atoned for: the Infamous
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SHOOTING OF A DESERTER.

Case Aguninst Two Soldlers Charged
With Murder.

OMAHA, Jan. 117

. &t Q15

n. 1L.—=The cor

habons
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! e court for murder
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Lord Yiratheona Will Equip Them.
VICTORIA, B €., Jan. I1L—-Lont Strathe

cona has offerad qulp & mounted curps
of 400 Canadl for South Afrienn sesvs
lee, which = pifap 8 geoep will

be compged
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DYSPEPSIA
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