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G, A. R. AND PEXSION ROLL.

We publish eclsewhere communica-
tions from members of the G, A H.
who &0 not agres with The Oregonian
in its conviction that the present pen-
Elon roll, If purified of all persons who
are in moral egquity {legitimate cloim-
ants; wouid not exceed §78,000,400. The
position of The Oregonian hae always
been, and is today, that there Js need
of amendment of the pension laws =o
that |L she!l be Impossible for & man of
pecunisry mesns sufficient for hls own
suppert aud that of his family to draw
& pemsion, There are thousands of men
today pogsessed of full capacity for
self-support who are on the pension
roll, end have bLeen pald, o lsrge lump
sum in arrears of pensfofl.,” These men
buve o legal right o & place on the
pension pull, but they have mo moral
right to a pensien. Nevertheless, the
G. A. B willl not even favor the lUsting
of such
of their names, so that every state
may kpow who these men gre who are
so Gestitute of pride as to swell the
numbers on the pension roll Our erit-
ies dodge the res! point of the matter
by musking, “What has the G, A. R.
gdone™ The trouhle is thel the G. A.
E. has dene nothing, sbsolutely noth-
ing, officlally, Ly the wse of its organ-
ized !nfluence, to prevent enactment of
vialcus pension legislation. The G. A
K. sits with it= hands; folded and al-
lows tThiy Jégisigtion’ 16 bé enacted
ihrough penslorn attormeys, snd then,
after a legn! extravagance has been
enacted through their quiescence, they
ask, “Why are the G. A, R responsi-
bieT” They are responsible to the ex-
tent that their passivity has permitied
all this loose, viclous legislation to be
enncted without effective protest.

Does snybody suppose our present
wiclous pension legislation could have
been enscted if the congressmen of both
purties had been notified officlally by
the G. A, B that sil that the honest
soldiers of the country ask is that the
nation will provide for those of their
oomrades whe are really usnable to pro-
vide for themselves or thefr families,
B0 DAl Do solfier shall be obliged to
beg his bread or find refuge In an alms-
house? The pf:mmms paid to deserving
soltiers ‘are mot darge. Itisome cases
they Ere not ]Ln_.‘ snopgh. But the
pension roll is londed down with the
burden of penslons pald to men who
hisve no maral right 1o & pension, and
Ooughbt to have no legal right to one
These men have alegal right to & pen-
sien today, because of the indifference,
the spathy, of o winority of the G, AL
., 2nd because of the taclt sssent of &
mejority of that order, who seem to be
infatusted with the immora] idea that
because & man has performed a duty in
defense of his country that could be ex-
arted of b by inw, he is entitled to
aims from the state all the rest of his
days,

Now, The Oregonian is not a crank
on this gubject; It pests its convie-
ticn that the pension rell &t present e
largely pallled with pensloners who
hsve in moral equily ro claim to pen-
slon, on the testimony of men of high
military distinction, of the highest
personal charumer, who were dur-

ife members of the G. AL R
fllustrate: Geners! H. W, Siocum,
& praduaie of West Point, an exoced-
ingly able amd trostworthy soldler, who

Jought with distinpgion in thé Pepinsu-
Jar campnign of 1882, who was distin-
guished at Gettyveburg, where he com-
munded our yvight wing, whko was =0

distinguished for his services before
Atlanmis thet Gevernl Shermsn selected
him for the lesdership of half his army
of 60,000 men that mearched from At-
lante to Savopnsh and from Sa-
vanmak %o REaleigh, N. C., was a
war democrat of the Douglas fac-
tion, but he was an sbsalutely hon-
est mon, &8 well &8 @ very able soldier,
After the war Biocum broke with his
OWn party in Brooklyn, N. Y., because
he detested Tammany and beHeved In
civil service reform. This Genersl Slo-
cum, A member of the G. A. R, be-
lieved
are thousunds of persons on the rolls
et heve no claim in right or eqully
o & penslon. General Franclg C. Bar-

low and General '.;Ln Glbbon, both
members of the G. A. R, and both dis-
tinguished divieion cﬂmma::ders of the

Second corps of the Army of the Poto-
mac, agreed with Geperal Sleoum thiat
the pension roll was in severe need of
purestion.

There are tofizy on the pension roll
nearly 1,000,080 names, Msaking due al-
lowance for the 6600 widows of the war
L, Tor the I5,600 survivors of the

an war, and T Mexican war
widows, we £l have a pensign roll =a
enormous as to forbid the idea of Its
honegty. There cannot be today more
thaa a millien veletan survivors of the
Tnlon Brmy. Allowing for the very
Inrge number that zre not dependent
and are not appllcants for pensions,
there Is no way of sccounting for the
slze of our pensfon roll éxcept upon the
sssumption that thousands of penslon-
#rs on the moll hEve no moral right to
be 1here Every bhoaest Unlon veteran
can name at least one frauvdulent recip-
fent of a pension, and It would nottron-
Ble our local eritic to find more thsn
one £x-Union soldier who has for years
been drawing a pension to which he
bad no moral title, and weould have had
no legnl title 4f the G. A. R had in-
cassd that oo pension should dc grant-

pensioners and the poblicstion:

with The Oregonlan that there |

ed to & man able to support himself.

Tens of ‘thousands, moreover, have
pensions who saw no real service; snd
there i= no old soidler who does nnt
Enow many such.

ELANDERS THOROUGHLY REFUTED.

it was one of the proud boasts of
the antls that the country they belong
10 has no capacity for admiristration
of colonial dependencies. Because the
Indian {= still & problem and the negro
& care, therefore wé shall Inevitably
make a mess of Cuba, Puerto Rico and
the Philippines. Whatever hope in that
direction may have been antertained
must be dashed by the record that has
been made up to the present time,

Things in Cuba have been almost
revolutionized. Suficlent ‘demonstra-
tion, If there were nothingelee, would
be afforded In the reception of General
Wood at Havana and the enthusiasm
with which all faclions there are sup-
porting his programme. The full mean-
ing of this support can only be grasped
by recalling the Latin-American con-
oception of politics, which nevef contem-
piates the acquisscence in thé respit of
elections and support of the de facto
government that have become second
nature to us, To be out of power In
Latin-America, outside of Mexico, 18 to
be plotting revolution. General Wood
has triumphed over this untoward
tendency by simple virtue of his dem-
onstratin in good government made at
Santiago. Havana welcames him and
pledges co-operation with his new eab-
inet, because It ean already digearn
honest use of taxes, sanitary reforms,
road and bfidge constructlon, peace
and order. It is even likely that in
many of these things exampies will be
set for us to copy here at home. This
is a blessing The Oregonlan has pre-
dicted fromm the first.

Just this sort of work General Otis Is
dalng in Tuzen. - His reports {rom-
there, overshadowed by the campa.lsn {
more showy viclssitudes, show unmis-
takable achievement of sagacity and
benefsction in the work of peace.
Bchools and courts, taxation systems
and municipal organization, are appar-
ently proceeding-in good order in the
path of victory and occupation. He
adapts - Ameglcan -instituticns  to the
different capacilies of the local fleld
He takes counsel of the wisest Fill-
pinos. Customg ingrained in habit he
retains and modifien as seems mneces-
sary, and procedure that Is manifestly
iniquitous he plans to displace through
gradual substitution of better thinge.
The splendid progress of the schools

there under' American teac¢hers is re-

vealed in frequent letters from Manila
to The Oregonian, Honesty Is replac-
ing extortion, and the inhabitants are
becoming convinced that our concern
is not their spoliation, but their wel-
fere.

it need not surprise us that this work
i done under the army. The military
force of this republic is little more than
one manifestation of our civil life.
Militarism in the European sense is un-
known, and our great soldlers are not
so much versed in arms as they are In
affairs. In Wood and Otls alike we see
not so much the fightéer as the siates-
man, organizing ihe forces of peace
and order, repairing as fast as they
tear down. What they call peace is the
farthest possible remove from the goli-
tuda Rome made in Britain., Thelr
work is the final answer to the slan-
ders that have been heaped upon the
American arms. It Is a demonstration
in the adaptability of the American
genfus for work, the mobllity of the
forces the- American people must bring
to bear on the waste places fallen to
their charge.

GROSS DERELICTION IN COO0S,

A precinet meeting of the people’s
party at Coqulilie City—a center of pop-
ulism—was called a féew evenings ago,
to elect delegates to a meeting for re-
organization of the Coos county cen-
tral committes, to be held in Coquille
City, One would expect such a meet-
ing. in that community, where the local
town would -reap the benefit of a pros-

Jpective gathering, to arouse great In-

terest and draw a ocrowd. - But the
populist paper at Coquille reports that
“the attendance was not large,” and
after the selection of twod delegates, the
emall meeting wound up with a “social
chat.”

Suech a lack of populistic “interest
in publlc affalrs Is saddening. For
many years the vountry has recelved
fts warnings of impending disaster
from the patriots of popullsm, and no
one more veclferously prophesied the
ruln of the republic from the aggres-
sions of the money power and the usur-
pations of the courts than the profound
butcher of Coog county, who came 20
near election to congress Iin June of
1806. Yel the country iz further slong
the ropd to rin pow. than when 2Mr,
Vanderburg, leaving his meat block
and ssusages, pointed us to the gaunt
wolf of poverty that was stalking be-
hind the gold standard, and the des-
potism thet was creeping along to de-
vour our iherties under the delusive
gulse of governmment by injunction.

But the gold perty won the election,
and heas taken no backward step., It
has not even restfalned  the courts
from interfering with the liberty of
clttzens, in Idaho for example, who
want to take life and destroy property.
More than ever, the courte—without
waiting for the commisasion of crime
and then gently reproving the perpe-
trators—are given to granting injunc-
tions agalnst aptlons apd gathecings
which “pressge lowlessness,. and the
party In power is fastening the gold
tandard upon the natien, Yetihe pop-
ullsts of the very center of popular
liberty in Coos county neglect to ery an
alerm in claerion tones, and are content
to indulge in “social chat,” Instead of
ringing resclutions against the villain-
{es that menace our beloved common
country.

Nero fiddied while Rome was burn-
Ing, and has been duly execrated by
all lovers of lberty and Justice for
some 1800 years; but was he more
recreant than they who sit supinely
by and see our ship of state flounder
toward the rocks of gold, with never
a rockst to indicate the terrible dan-
ger? What's the matter with the pop-
ullsts of Coquille, anyhow? Are they
too busy, under a stable monetary
standard and the security of property
rights maintained by our courts, to at-
téend to their old-time function of
warning the country agalnsi the oppo-
site polilical party? Or have they,
since the settlement of the litigation
over its railway and conl properties,
gone to work to pid in the era of
growth and progress that Seems now
at hand in Coos county?

The loose manner in which much of
the probate business of Muitnomah

cOUnLY. NeE . been _transgécted in past)

My

years is strikingly {llustrated in tlo an-
nouncement that a list of =bont 250
estaics, daunzbackastuaslm.m
found upon the record journals of the
county court, the aecounts of which
are siill open. In closing these ae-
counts, as he proposes to do, Judge
Cake will make s general clean-up of
the business of his many predecessors
in office covering & period of more
than a third of & century. ' The un.
earthing, so to speak, of this vast vol-
ume _of: unfinished business provea
cnn-.-.!usl\:giy (if proof of a proposition
so thoroughly demonstrated in oﬁclal
life may be considered necessary), that
men do not always do faithfully and
consclentiously what they are elected
to do and are paid for doing.

WEAK POINT IN REGISTRY-LAW. .
_ The process of registration under the
new state law discovers at least one
grave difficully in its enforcement.
This arises In' registration of turel&‘n-
born citizens who have since been nat-
urallzed or through "declaration of in-
tentions” “have acquired. right to vots
under the state constitption. The reg-
istry 1aw, approved February .17, 1589,
specifies the facts to be enumerated by
the registration officers concerning the
voters. One of these specifications
reads:

8. If naturalized, !!:n time, pl-ce and unrt ‘of
naturalization or - d danced” by
the legal proof thersaf, .-.:.mul:ed hr the slector.

The naturalized voter, theréfors, of
the man wha, has declared his intens
tions; must exhibit “legal proofis whish
can only be Interpreted to meatl dogns
mentary evidence, in the shape of the
“first papers” or “final papers” them-
selves, or else In the form of cértified
transcripts of court records. It is not
strange that numbers have failed to
preserve these papers, and are unable
even to recall the time, place and court’
Fvherd' they were naturalized or made
declarations. Most would probably re-
member the place, some would even re-
member the time, very few could name
the court, Even thils informetion isin-
adequate, without the written records,
and If the records are lost or unob-
tainable, there's &an end of the man &s
& voler, no matter how many years
he has voted, no matter how generally
accepted and Indisputed may be his
right to vote or his desirability as a
citizen, Papers of this sort &re not
kept by the avérage man, for the ade-
quate reasan that hitherto there has
been no need to keep them; and the
court records from which transcripts
might be obtdined, in case the court
wera remembered by the' woter, are
doubitless difficult of access, perhaps
stered away In forgotten receptacles,
possibly even in some cases destroyed.

It is possible, though not at all prob-
able, that this clause could be made the
basis of overthrow of the whole regis—
try law by the courts. The new law
does not prescribe qualifications other
than those outlined in the constitution,
but merely calle [nto operation a
method cof ascertaining whether the
censtitutional qualifieations are pos-
eeszed by the applicant. This Is the
general view of this point, and though
& decision of the Oregon supreme court
in 1886 has been cited against it, there
ere good reasons for belleving—reasons
which It is needless to go over now, as
they have been fully discussed here
for years—that a registry law properly
framed 18 constitutional. But It is also
true that the’ operation of the act as
drawn works a hardship on many of
our best citizens and Is Inimical to pub-
lic polley. If any way can be found by
which the apparent intenticn of the act
can be interpreted so as to admit to
registry citizens clearly entitled to vote
but denled registration under the letter
of the law, It should be applied. If that
fails, the law should be amended by
the next legislature.

A MERCANTILE TAX LAW,

A new mercantlle tax law went Into
effect in Pennsylvanla January 1. Un-~
der constitutional provisions existing in
Oregon, such law could not be put. in.
operation here; yet the system in worth
attention.

person who sellg goods of any kind not
manufactured on the premises where
sold must pay & mercantile licenss tax
to the state, and that, instead of a
mercantile assessor making appralse-
ments, according to his best judgments,
each person who sells goods must sup-
piy & sworn statement of the amount of
business actunlly transacted, 1In the
first place, a 32 retall vendor tax will
be collected. Then there is a city fee
of 50 cents, In addition, by the new
mercantile license tax, the retall dealer
must pay to the state 1 mill on every
dollar's worth of goods sold during the
previous year, A -wholesale dealer
must pay the wholesale tax of $3 and
one-half mill on every dollar of his
total sales. The whole tax on a mer-
chant making sales to the amount of
6000 a year will be $7 G60; If the retail
buginess runs up to $5,000,000, the tax
will be $6002 60. Mercantile houseg are
required to produce thelr books, when
called for, so that the returng may be
verified; and tHere-are hea.vy ‘penal-
tles for false returns.

.

=

The London Dnﬂy News says: “Wars
in countries that offer the advantage
of position to the defenders are bound
to be tedlous affalrs’" 8o it seems to
Jaohn Bull, from his experience in South
Africa. We have & Simillar lesson in
the Philippine islands; only the Fili-
pinos play their gams differently. They,
don't “defend” very much, but when
the Amerlcan army appears they hide
their rifies and play “amigo.” Then
when the Americans are gone they take
their arms again and start out on thelr
campaligne of loot and murder, putting
to death, often with torture, natives
who are supposed to have been friendly
to the Americans. When there is but &
small force of Americans: left in a
place, these “amigos” sneéak up and try
to kill or capture individuals. Every
effort ought to be made to snatch up
these cowardly ecoundrels and make
examples -of them. Only the court-
martial dnd the gallows will put a
stop to such outrages.

It requires extreme hardihood to as-
gert that in the pension legislation of
the country there is no abuse or excess,
Y¥et The Oregonlan Is often  censured
for saying there is, And more legisla-
tion, carrying the . excess and abuse
much further, is threatened. Here is
an expenditure so colossal that it can-
nat possibiy be ignored. The root of
the abuse is that vast sums are paid
to persons who are in no need of ‘them,
and other vast sums to persons who
were but a short time on the army rolls
and never paw real service.  The' “Ore-
gonian’s position is that pensions are:
due only to service and need. But the

J.n.w goes. much further, and thers are |

o e T

Under the Pennsylvania law any

tm m anmmm shall’
gomuch further still, This Is The Ore-
Eonian's eriticlsm. It has to say, more-
over, that every article on the subject
that has sppeared In lts columns has
been written by a soldier who served
three yeéars with the army of the Po-
tomage, and who, though poor, never has
applied for & penslon.

Generals MacArthur-and Young, who
have been nominated for brigadier-gen-
erals I the regular army, are both
volunteer veterans of the civil war.
General MacArthur entered thé Unlon
army &s first lleutenant of the Twenty-
fourth Wiseonsin Infantry in Aungust,
1862; 'and was mustered out as lieuten-
ant-colonel of his regiment in June;
1865. He was appolhted second leuten-
ant of the Seventeenth United States
Infantry In February, 1566; became
captain of the Thirteenth infantry in
1870;, major  and « assistant adjutant-:
general in July, 1889; Meutenanti-colone]
in Mgy, 1896; brigadier-general of vol-
unteeru in May, 1893, and majnr—xen-—
erfii of volunteers in August; 1898, Gen-
eral MacArthur was twice brevetted
for personal gallantry ln the clvil war,
Colonel. ¥pung, _the Third- United
States cavelry, énlistéd in the Twaifth
Pepnsylvanfa Infantry in April, 1861;
Was muatered out in July, 1866, as colo-
nel of the Fourth Pennsylvania cavalry
and brevet brigadier-general of velun-
teers. "He entered the réegular army as
second lleutenant of the Twelfth infan-
try in May, 1864; became major of the
Thirg savalry in-April, 1853, and colonsi
in June, 1507, and m&jor-nwal of
yolunteers in-Tuly, 1888, ..

The presldent is sald to desire that
Hanna shall continue to hold the chair-
manship of- the ‘republican natfonal
committee, shall be prae&dent of the na-
tional convention, and shall conduct or
direct: the presidential -.campalgn. If
these are the president's wishes, they
will' “go.”  The men who direct party
actiop’and want-the offices will haye no
opiniong or wishes contrary to those
of the president. Mr. McKinley is the
republican party. And not merely that;
but, ‘owing - to the: impotence of the
democratie party, the result of its un-
speakable follles, Mr. McKinley is the
efitire country.

A'man is on trial :ﬁ Olympla for vio-
lation of the compulsory education law
of Washington, he heaving refused to

fense, |f well baged, should not only
exoneraté ‘him, but should -result in
elosing, under its present management,
“a ecertain district ‘school In’ Thurston
county. He me¢ts the arralgnment of
the school officer for violation of the
law -with the assertion that he with-
hoids his children on account of “the
immerallity of the school," ~“The burden
of proof, of course, rests with the de-
fendant, and publlc interests demand
that the investigation bE most search-
ing.

The further extension of sixty days
to McDaniel's counsel to prepare for
and drgue a motion for a new trial
gavors strongly of Californla methods
in  dealing with ecrimifials of this
'stamp. Tragedies frequently grow out
of the law's delay as thus exemplified,
and there Is not the slightest reason to
‘suppose that justice will profit by it
Sixty days from the date of the com-
mission of & erime so abhorrent asthat
of which McDanie]  been, convicted

—

upoen the gallows, nr, pam;.gl.ng eiroum-
stances being found. br um Jury in the
penltenuars' '

The promise of activity s the log-
ging camns of the Northwest, unpar-

a magnitude ‘greater than ever before
known, bespeaks great activity in our
lumber export and bullding operations.
It also indicates a great and substan-
tial demand in the labor market which
gays clearly, no able-bhodied man in the
community needs to be i{dle during the
coming months,

If we are, as some confildently assert,
& creditor nation, another argument of
Bryanism is gone. It was well enough
for England, a craditor country, the
Bryanites sald, to desire the goid
standard, but not for us, & debtor na-
tion. The wholesale =cellng down of
debts one-half will thereforg Wear a
. dublougs aspect to us, to say the least.

“The doctors attendant on Represent-
ative Boutelle and Roland Reed are not
meking the mistake of promising re-
covery and thus taking chances on Im=
peirment of reputation. They talk
gloomily at firat and Jay theq.(Dt::a.-
tion for glory If they are lucky ey
know their business.

substantially. TUnlike the Dewey home
fund; which resulted in such general
dissatisfaction, this contribution repre-
sents a need as well as a patriotie im-
pulse,

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING,

. Louisville Courler-Journal, gold dem.
“There 18 not the slightest reason why
there =hould bes mny contention about the
authorship of the finanelal plank of the
republican platform of 189 Tha truth is,
that “‘plasnk’ was a good deal of a rig-
‘marole, It wrote all around the flnan-
clal guestion In a way that plainly be-
trayed that the writer was afrald ‘of say-
Jdng too”much. The vital part of it was
the plain declaration that ths gold stand-
ard shoald be pressrved until an intema-
tlonal agreement for the fres and unlim-
{ted coinage of sflver could be obtained.
Ag most of ths sound-money men be-
lleved that such an International agree-
ment would be postponed till the Greek
.calends—~the Greeks mever having had any
calends—this assurance was satisfactory
to them, as fer as any platlorm deliver-
anca could be satisfactory, and on tha
strength of this Major McKinley was
elected.

But- why should any ons claim as an
honor the authorship of the resolution?
Thets was nothing In the framing of It
‘but frresolution, cowardice and insincer-
{ty.. That it meant the presarvation of the
| sxisting standard could only be arrived at
by an intricate process of reasoning. It
would have bean eesy enough to say:
“"We favorihe existing gold standanrd and
will maintain It,"" and that would have
been colear to everybody. It would also
have been brave and outspoken. But it
was months afterward befora the nom-
inee upon that platform felt gafe In utter-
Ang the word gold.

Und these cir the contro-
versy as toths -nmouhin of the Anancial
plank seems altogether superfluous. The
‘real author of it mizht not be justified in
to le out of It but modest still-
mess and humility would be very becom-
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send his ‘children to' school. His de-,

ghould suffice to lan g the perpelra.tot 5

glleled for & number of years, and of

The Lawten fund grows steadlly and |

‘1o bim. “Why sny one should try to Fand A

fm&ﬂmmunmwm
Whmlimm of m
hwpnllﬂclnn.

BANK mrm ARE SAFE.

And Assertions to the Comntrary Are
- Beaeath. Contempt. i
New York Times

Projudice dlens hand, and hardest of all
when it ls Inspired by envy &nd covetous-
ness and based-on-lgnorance, - During the
lats debate In the house of ummuvu
on the currency bill, séveral members of
the oppasition ‘denounced ‘the national
banks for their posssssion of a monopoly
of note issues, and Geclared that these
Tnptes were a gource of great proilt to the
banks’ and of redl perll to the notehalders,

‘Thg first statement Is grosuly erroneous,
‘the sécond is puipably false. That there
hm much profit In lssulng notes at pres-
ent 15 shown, by the fact that thé issues
Eo not Increase. That every nota lssued
¥ @ national bank {5 absclutely sufe, ax
bafe us the notes of the Unitsd’ ﬂulu
or tha bonds of the United Stites, ‘ana
even & little surer to be instantly Te-
deamed, 18 @ matter of law, and every cod-
gressman ought to kmow it

In- the first place the notes are secured
by the deposit of United Statea bonds
with' the treasury to the amount of §w
bonds at par for $90 of notes, and these
3 ut present ere worth from $110 to

tation, and’ t.hefuctl‘lmldekumiuam
form to the controller of the currency, he
proceeds to declure the bonds. depositea
for the security of tha notea forfelt.
““Thoreupon,'” in the langueags of tha law,
“ha shall immediatsly glve notice {o the
‘holders of the notes of such association
to present them for payment st the treas-
ury of the United SiAtes, and the samo
ghall be pald as presented In lawful monay
of the United Bbates." For the relmburse-
ment of the United Sintes for such re-
demption the United States ls given "a
first and paramount Men on all the asssis
of such dssoclation,' . and this lien covem
not only the property of the bank, but
the personz] lability of all the sharehold-
ers for an _amount equal to the par w.lua
of their s}m

In. brief, 1t 1he bank dods nat redesm
= -on_demaad. the tressury will«
and to enablas it to do 50, It haa gecusity
worth more than the face of the notes
and a firet Uen on all assels, including
the proparty of shareholdens up to tha
par of the capital of the bank. For se-
curity, there Is nothing better in' tne

» ‘and cannot be.

WHERE HAS THE GOLD GONE?

Mint Birectors Hndeavor to Locate
An Odd 8300,000,000,
Chicago Tribune,

“Lost or strayed, 300,000,000 in Amer-
lcan ‘gold coln. Any person who has In-
formation as to its whereabouts will
please communicats with the director of
the mint.” This & the substance of & clr-
ouldr which is' abotit to be sent out by tha
director 1o manufacturers of jewelry, to
‘goli-ledf - supply houses wnd «ll dealers
wid ‘mahufichiirers who use the preclbus
‘metdls In thelr work.

Let it not be supposed that the treastry
or the mint has lost $300,000,000 In gold coln
and ‘wants to recover It.' Nothing so
serlous as that has happened. What
troubles the director of the mint is that,
whils he knows the whereabouts of the
greater part of the gold colned in this
country since 1879, as large & portion of
it as $800,000,000 has eluded his search. If
has disappeared from” clrculation; and he
dots not know where it s, 1If it has been
melted down, then the mint statistics of
the amount of gold coin in the country are
at fault. 'The accuracy of those statistics
was questioned’ recently by ' Professor
Faulkner, - He'doubted whether the stock
of ¢olmr outslde the treasury and the banks
wns what It has been assimed to be
Mint Director Roberts seéms to have been
impressed by Professor Fanikner's state-
ments, and is golng to find out' whather
thers has been o flaw In the customary
mode of ealculating 'the amount of gold
in the.country. *

The mint oMcials have been able to keep
closeé track of the gold In bars used by
‘Jewelste, ‘dental houses and others. They
*have guessed that gold coln, to the value
‘of “§1,/00000, - waxs meltad down annusally
‘antdused -In"ths ®ris. It occurs to them
How that thit gue=s may have been far
oud.- of the way. Hsance, 20,000 clréulars
ira to ba'eent out to firms using gold In
the arts, asking them to say how much
gold coin they have meited down during
the present year. If thelr replies Indicate
an annual consumption of, say. $10,000,000,
instead of $1.500,000, then the dlrector of
the mint will know Wwhere a good part of
his missing $200,000,000 has gone, and he
will have fto revise and cut down hig es-
tHimate of tha amount of gold in ecireunla-
tlon. But if the replies show that the
million and one-half guess Is about right,
then"the m¥stery 'as to the whersabouts
| of “that "$30,000,000- of gold coin will be
darker than ever.

Dempsey in Another View.
~ 'Chlcago Times-Herald.

*“There {s & movement hers,'" says the
Brooklyn Eagle, '"to have & monument
erected over Jack Dempsey’s grave or to
Have the body removed to Brooklyn if
his relatives would consent.” The writar
then ‘goes on to {nform ths publie that
Dempsey ought to have a noblé monument,
provided by public subseriptions, and sats
forth in the following verses r.be condition
of his present resting-place:

DEMPEEY'S cmn'm.

Far out In the wllds of Oregon,

On'a lonaly mountain eids,

Where Columbin's mighty waters

© Roll down to the ocean's tide;

Where the glant firs and cedars

(L. Throw siadown cn the wave:

O'ergrown Wwith ferns and mosses,

1 found poor Bempaey's grave,

That man a'l honor and of Iron,
That man ‘of heart and stesl,

That man who far cutclassed his class,
And made the world to feel

That Dempsey's name and Dempssy’s famse
TWould liye In storied stone,

15 now at rest far In the West,
In the wilis of Oregon.

Forgotten by ten thousand throats
That thandered his acclaim,
Forgotten by his vanguished foes,
Forgotten ¢'en kla name.
But shall New York so soon forget
Its braveat of the brave,
And in the wilds of Oregon
Leave unmarked poor Dempsey's grave?
It seems to us that thers Is room for a
few mors lines here, and we have taken
the liberty to furnish them in our own
poor, weak WaY:
And who. methinks T hear you ask,
Was this exaltad man?
Give heed and "1l explain Ris worth
As-briefly ua I can:
He never drew a flashing blade
Agninat hils couniry’s foe,
But with his bony fist he laid
Full sixty brulsers low.

He won In more than sixty fights
Bafore he met defeat;

He made thres-score of noses look
Like freshly eerved meat,

And -when, st last, he got the punch
That sent Mim o'er the rape,

He nobly put the mitts away
And went to selling dope.

Ah; shame upon the peaple who
Have honored Grant, that they
Should Jet great Demp lie wed
Three thoumnd miles away! .
He was by far too strong to work,
= And whiaky broke him down—
Tet's mise o monwment to him:
And give him new renown!

Eaglish Press Comment.

If the victary is'to be purchased at a
‘dearer price than we anticipatsd, its coat
will strengthen the national deternfMation
to reap the fruits of victory to the last
‘graln. Politicians and humanitarians will
‘not be allowed to give away what soldlers
-have-tmi;gt and died wr;!f Jor queen and
Lempire.—Birmingham

Thereu:oodrmntobllle“mtthe
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. but taik only so far,
plan with regard to the
on Mall,

" “This much ls clear, that the generdl com-
manding &t the Cape would at this mo-
ment glve anything to have 10,000 or 10,00
'mien in - hand for unforsesn smergencies,
such as the Stormberg mishap, and that
they ‘are not there. Two rules of war,
Inculcated by the experience of cemturies,
ars nover (o begin by exposing fractlon=
of your force to the enemy's altack, and
to keep an unintéerrupted stream of reln-
'orcements moving towmrds your army
I the fleld. The government broke the
first rule when, nfter sending Str G, White
it sent no more troops for many weeks. It
broke the second rule when It made a
pause aftér the dispatch of the army
corps. Are not the avents that bave hap-
pened object Iessons Enough? If there (s
n seventh division ought It not to begin
embarking befors the whole of the sixth
has left?7—Landon Post
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BY SEATING CLARK

The Senators Can Help Deeree Their
Election by Popular Vote.
Philadelphia Press,

The Montana bribery ciss opens a seri-
ous lssue which the Unlted States senats
cannot -dodge and on which It cannot
maintain lts familiar doctrine that whera
bribery is proved a direct connection be-
tween the elected senator and the man

paying the briba must be proved

«The English election law long since tore
up -this legal fiction. If any wvaluable
consideration ls proved to have been paid
for the purpess of galning votea by any
ona mssdclated with the candidote, on-his

the Euglish Inw justly holds that this is
corruption, and the electlon 18 void accord-
ingly.

This is commomn sense, and it ought to
becommon election: law. The cloud of
friends, backers -and supporters ars al-
ways ready- to take the risk of -bridary
101t will not” réach .the bhenefitad candl-
date, who<kssps convenilently deal ang,
-biind. His benefit s and ought to nvelve
his complicity.

-Bribery of John B. Welleame, consplou-
ous as. the agent of the senator, Wllliam
A, Clark, has been judicially established,
The suprems-eourt of Montana has decided
‘that -by disbarring him.  BEvidence which
satisfias a4 court of Iast sppeal on such
an-issue Is enough to aatlsly any man of
candor and common sense. The one hope
of- the-prinelpal. for whose electlon and
In whose benefit 330,00 was pald, is to deny
a direét connection with an act which, un-
der the English election Jaws, would leave
him without standing in court.

It the senate refuses to unseat, except
'where & direct personal connectlon i
proved, it will do much 1o convice the
eplire country that senate elections by leg-
Isintures must ceass and senate elections
by the wvoters begin. . Bribery exists In
some of these elections now. No one doubls
that. If this bribery is never to be held
& bar to & seat in the senate uniess a
direct personal connection s proved, mno
elected: senator can be excluded for bri-
bery. He can always, by simples precau~
tions, let his friends bribe for 'him, escape
all responsibility and reap all the rewards
of the act.

Establish' the conviction in the publie
mind that this technicality ls alwnys to

senators is certain to be changed, Greater
reforms have come for less causs. Thae
senate Is on trial In the Montana case,
and [ts judicial action will be Jjealously
watohed.

The Impertnrbable British Soldier.
St. James's Gaszelte.

A correspondent rode out to meet the
forcs faliing back from Dundee, The
trick (he says) went steep down hill to
A spruit where the water lay In poala
And there on the opposita hill was that
gallant 'lettle Britlsh army. - balted in o
pasition of extremes danger, absolutely
commanded on all sides but ane, and pre-
paring {or tea as unconcernedly as it they,
were In a Lickhart's shop in Goawell’
road. Almost as unconterned, for, In-
deed, some of the officers showed slgns of
thelr long anxiety and sleeplessness, The
British private was even here imperturb-
able, as usunl. He sat on the rocks, sing-
Ing tho latest he knew from the music
halls. He lighted his fires and made his
tea and took an intelligent interest in
the -siaughter of the oxen, for all the
world as If he were at maneuvers on
Salisbury- Plain. Plithy from- head to
foot, drenched with rain, baked with sun,
unshorn and unwaahed for five days, his
eyes bloodshot for want of sleep, hungsy
and footiore, fresh from terrible Aghting
and the loss of many friends, he was still
the same unmistakable British soldler,
that gueer mixtare of humor and bias-
phemy, cherfuolness and grumbling, never
losing that impertarbabliity which has
no mixture of any other quality at all In
it, The camping ground wis armunged
almost s though they were going to stay
there forever. Here were the guns (n or-
der, there the relles of the Elghteenth
hugsars: there'the Lalcasters, the Sixtlath,
the Dublins, tha Hoyal Irish fuslilers and
the rest. The gunsls were seot and the
sentries postad. But only two hours luter
the whole moved off agaln for three miles'
frrther advance to get them well cut of
thé mountaine. Why on that perilous
march through unkwown and diffjeult
country” the Duteh did not spring upon
them in some pass and blot them out is
one of the many mysteriea of this sttange
campalgn.

His Work Unsatisfaétory.
Philadeliphin Press,

“Did you-ever get the mopsy D"Auber
owed youl"

“No. He wanted to square accounts by
painting my house insida and out."”

“Well, that would have evened things
up. Why dldn’t you let him?”

“1 waa going to unill I saw one of his
plctures.”

The Comle Opera.
Syracuse Herald.
Libretijat—1 don't llke that new prima
donna.
Manager—Why not?
Librettist—Her enunclation s so perfect
that everybody will be sble to understand
what I have written.

Not That Kind
Chfengo News.

Clerk—What do you wish ma’am?

Mrs. O'Toole—O! want fo sas some mir-
Tors.

(lerk—Hand mirrore?

Mrs, O'Toole—No; some thot ye kin sae
yer 'face in.

Dears Them in Misd.
Philndelphia Catholle Standard.

Wiggs—He's very charltable, isn't he?

Waggs—Whe, Pincher?

Wiggs—TYes. He says he always remem-
bers the poor.

waggs—Well,
of memory.

that's all. It's o matter

Unendurable,
Philadelphia Record,

Mrs. Buggins—Why did you mava In
from the country? Did you find It too
lonesome?

Mrs. Muggins—Y¥es; there wasn't even
anybody to inquire how much we pald
our cook.

Question for the “Antls”
Washington Posl.

The anti-expansionists have discovered
that the life of & man llke General Lawion
Is worth more than the whole island of
Luzon. Then why do thsse gentiemen con-
tinua to encourage the Filipinos to take
such Hves?

Shounldn’t Have Sald It
Yonkera Btatesmen.
She—I'm one of hér oldest friends,

He—You luok it

commities, In his employ or In his famdiy,.

protect bribery and the moda of electing |

NOTE AND COMMENT.

The Boars are ovidently not yel on to
Plicher's curves

o
If the Fenlans rise, It will be by wvirtua
of the buoymney of gas

—_——
Two milk trusis are fighting o the
cream of the trade In Chicago.

Froperly enough, the Cuban cabinet
sesma to consist chiefly af Wood.

+_
The rise In the prire of hamp may maks
it cheaper to eleotrocute  Aguinalde.

._0_._
The gallantry of the Canadian troops 'n
South Africa may be easlly explained.
They cams from Amarica,

Hanna wants McKinley to want Hanng
for chalrman of the nation®! committee,
and” MoKinley wants ‘what he s wanted
to want.

What the local demoornts want is a dec-
laration of prinsipies that shall dodgo evary
lssue that stands the remotiest chance of
coming up In the next campalgn,

Tha Wisconsin, being nearly ready for
her trial grip, the Badger will be sold
Too many numesakes are likely to make
& state think !t is entitled to a peesi-
dential candidate.

—_—

Congrems cught to gat the currency bill,

the Roberts matter and the Iittle unpleas-

antme=s over in tha Phllippihes off its

hands befors It launchés ints that Samp-
son-Behley affalr agaln.
-_.°.__

Ponsfon-office statistics show that just
one-half the members of the Seventy-frst
New York and Ninth Massschusetts regi-
ments are applicanls for peanajons om the
ground of alleged Injuries received during
the recent war with Spaln. Probably the
invalids are victims of the uaripe banana

4__.

A woman, Jrunk and frequenting saloons
with a babe Iz her arms, while two Uitle
girly pleaded with her to controi her
appetits], was a slght ot The Dalles last
Sucday, The family took & train for the
West. The Times-Mouneaincer says It s
@ case that might weil bave the attenton
of the Boys' and Girls® Ald Soclsty.

—+—

At Cascade Locks a young man whosa
head was cut in a street fight was patched
up by & doctor, who decllned 1o charge
him for the service, ag the fellow was hard
up. The fighter wanted to know what
& man who was not hroks would he
charged, and was told. This angered him,
and he abused the 'doctor untll the Iatier
had to settle matters by sending him
sprawling with his fi=st. The last seen
of the Ingrate ke was on the run down
the atrect.

Eansas understands
Iz valuable to & state ay weil as to &
merchant. The secretary of -Ita board of
agricnlture has sent out, under instruc-
tons, & handsomely engraved card, which
Mows the agricultural and Uvestock proi-
ucts of the state for the curreat year. The
AagEragate valus of wheat, corn, aats, io-
baccy, wool and other farm, garden and
horticultural products for the period eov-
ered was §185,747.097: that of Borses, mules
cows and other lvestock. FIEL057.002, mak-
‘ng a grand tofal of R W12, an (ncrease
of 35T46%36T over the returns from theso
sources for 1508 And pow, when
ask “what ls the matter with Kansus,
they may very properly be assured tho!
“she ls all right," depression and papuiism
having bad thelr day.

that advertising

peopls

-

——
A fow days ago the driver of an aulo-
mobile wus thrown from his carziage on
& strest in New York. As he fell his
hand sot the machinary golug at full speel,
and met the stedr-wigger a0 the vehlels
went Tound ‘and round. After breaking
one man's g and creating a genersl panic,
the carringe was captured amd thes power
reduced to submission. The |neldent hos
aroused much discussion upon the danger
aof the vehicles thus propelled upon tho
streels of clties. The sufficient anawer (o
criticlams of the automobile on this scora
Iz that horses are prone to run away, anid
in so dolng they ponerally make a much
worse job of It than does the wild elw I
carriage. The latter ls antomatle and can-
not be scared, whereas the longer a hormo
rung the more frightened he gels, and
more capable of serfous mischlef. There
Is better and warse even In runawaye®, and
the autemobile seems to have the betier
part,

Tk

——
The Indianapolis Press publishes s Jef-
ter to n frisnd from an American business
man In Johanneshurg, In which ha says:
“I do not agree at all with the atatements
T ses in soma American papers about Eng-
land having no reai cause for war with the
Transvanl, I! 3,‘-.0lk1-i have come to Lhia
point long bhe it did. England tock sinp
after slap "mm wretohed [ittle country
which she would not have taken fram
any ather. I am sure, and hoad the Thaited
Statos been zo treated by another nation
our wholo people would have been up In
arms monthe agn and the question set-
tled. I have héard many Englishmen say
this. too, and many of them in Johanmes-
burg sald they wished the United Stutes
had the seftling of affalrs. The great mis-
take England made was In ever giving
the country back to the Boera. T hmva
heard peopie say ever sincs I have been
nere, ‘Never trust & Boer." and I am
afrajd T must belleva It As & nation I
certalnly do, and that muost mean they
are individually untrustworthy. They have
been gErextly misrepresented as a "God-
fearing penple.” There is an overwhelm-
ing amount of Tp service' 5 be mure,
and the speeches of the volltsrnad mem-
berz were slckening to us Uving hare, an
wa knew the hollowness of It all”

Indorsed by the Gallery.
Philadelphia Record.

vAha!” exclaimed the heavy villaln,
“the plot thickens.'

“It"s about time.'” remarked ths occu-
pant of the galiery: “it's been pratty thin
so far.” i

His Style.
Yonkers Statesman.
Pacon—You say Yyour son at callege

writes a bold hand?
Egbert—I should say so. He's just wril-
ten for 5150 more.

The English Language.
Wew York .

A farmer was trylng to plough

With a jackase hitched up 1o & cough,
When they ticked up & terribls rough.
Sald the furmer: “1t'» bard, T afloush

1 ecould do mear an well with & sough:

1 will rest *meath the shade of this toughs

“Fuch driving for mo Is teo Tougs:

I've had of it neaciy enough;

TR give this old inckees & cough
And gquit, for Fm quits in a housh,

And plougking s almighty tough-

Wik farming T'm giad to be throughe
My wife, she B Hrad of b, tough;
We're mat with rain and the doogh,
And pioughing has made me quils hicugh.

“T'H =1 out and pockst the dough,

To the city T'H giad exongh @ough,

'y throagh down the shovel and houghs
In Will sirest my money I'll Blough.

"My wifs has contracted B esugh,
'Tis tie for @ both o be oughl™




