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JR A PACIFIC CABLE

;oast Commercial Bodies Fa-
vor the Project

STATES SHOULD OWN IT

. Demands Direct Com-
mumnication Witk the Oriemt—
Of Strategic Valoe.

Folitical uphesvals of the past two years
¥e pleced the Pacific mates In a Dew
lan to the world, Honolulu hes be-
&n American cily snd a port of
1 stragelic and commercial Iimport-
hea, . Manils, wnknown tweo years ago to
: nths of the American people, £
Into prominente us the rival of
Homg Kong for the position of chief en-
upot to the Orient A great feld, lar-
and richer than that which pays trib-
to the Atiantic geaboard, has been
pened io the Pacific and in Asin to the
2 o seuboard, A distinet advantage to
be Paclfic coust is o chain of American
ipesslons from ita ports to Its patural
in the Orlemt ‘This the Atlantic
d ‘bas mot to Its European markets
nthe tUme an Atlantie liner puts to
i from New York, Boston, Philsdelphia
Balumore, the traveier sees no Amerie
- Bag, on Americsn territory, exoepl
he ane® on the Neames, untll he returna
his native shore The passengoer sail-
from Portland, Seattle, Tacoma or Ban
Francieco sees the Stare and Stripes wav-
&t Honohalu, Guam, Wake island and

1
A trans-Paclfic cable is absolutely need-
d for the extunsion of American trade in
g far Busl. The round.gbout cable, by
of Hong Kong and Leondon, snewered
Deguin is of the erco which
Parific states have until now carried
in the Orient. The new trade which
Seveloping im the wake of American
uns deEmands a direct eabie. Oficluls of
saling Pacific coest commercial organizu-
= Glscuns, In this amnual number, the
nee af the immadiate laying of a
1 cable. Presient Slauson, of the
Angoles chamber of commerce, says
@p event sluce the Glecovery of gold
Callfornle has had so lmportant an
on the development of Pacific comst
as recent politica! changss in
Drient. Presiden: Nelsan, of the —
- chamber of commercs, Urges &
bécause of the commercial and pol-
jonl walue it would have. A greal na-
n 4fice the United Btates, be insists, can-
Jemfely inrirest orders to Jt= army and
to & cable passing through foreign
or one comtrolled by foreigners.
penmherce, he says, should no longer be
e dlrect communication with the

0 il

“Pwo differont routes are propoeed. Sec-
Prosch, of the Beattle chamber

pf commmerce, favors the one by way uf

itha and the Aleutian isiends, which jut

the Asiztic coast. He says it =
lerter thac the proposed rowte by way

San Francisco and Honolulu, wonld oost

L0000 Jess, and would put the United

s In touch with ftr Alsska posses-
The Ban Francisoo officials favor

he Homiolulu and Guam roote. There is
i0- ivision of opimon on the main point

i the cable 4+ nesfied and should be
0 withéut delay.

The wvast commercin] feid in Asia that
apen to the Pacific states {s Olustrated
the growth of the American trade with
* @iviston of the world during the fiscal

enSed June 305 180 Imports from
Otemnica Suring that period
OTES0, compared with $115.453 49
year ended Junme ), 1656, and §111.-
for 1897 Exports 10 Asia snd
NS were STEING 154, myninst
and SRS 6E in 189 It
surpriaing, iz view of the heaithy

1 of "American trade in the Orlent,

Mu! the tommerte of the Paclfic cosst
: ¥hould show & decidsd falling off o

froen ISR Imports at the Paclfie

sdvance from 4TS In JB9 to

In 1886, and exporis from §60.960-

ME o FNHATLGN In 1SR8 Pacific

commerce reached {ts high-water
Guring the yeéar ended June 30, 1898,
pr the your ended June 32, 188 Imporis

[all to BGBSLANS and exports to §57,731,885
pd the aggregate of trade—imporis mnd

T NN NIEE to $106.0R1.800.

Portiapd's trade with Asis und the Pa-

fic dnlands hasx a firm foundation on

pliioh 20 buBd. For 18%€, the jast year for
hich full fgures are avaiable 1t was
presenied by these honlthy totals:
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2007 ‘s foreign commerce in 1896 was
LIS, and ths Paclfic irade was one-
purth of the totsl By geogrephical Ai-

ong, Portian®'s trade with the Pacific

SR was:

Imports.

Brivsh Eest Indles...........
Hong Kong

-
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Pulch Exwt Indies
e Australasis

FE

fussin, Asiatic ...
British En.et Indies
oo, East indles | . -
SRWElar Wiands ...

Qommodities that Portlang imports from
ls and the Pacific are: Bylphur, coal,
te, ooffoe, manlia, silk, tea, ecarthen-

ot liguor, matting, rice, salt,

wool, sugar, ooment, juie grain

and jute cioth, window glass, pig
B And, splirita.

Commodities that Portiand exports to

e Orient sre: Whent, flour, harley, osts,
pon, structural trom and steel, ‘print-

papar, lumber, frult, tools and ma-
inery, cottoo and best.

BEolarged trade with the Orlent would

snefit not only Oregon, but the entire
igiic ooast. It would be an Mmportant
plor In the evolution of the Pacific

from merely producing aress, hav-
a mindmum of forelgn commerce, 1o

In empive heving large imports and ex-

pris and mepufseciurer. This evolution

#ven now takiog place. It began when

regon, Washington and Calfornis on-

pred the Asletic fleld and demonstrated
holr £billty 10 oompete for trade agains

Burope and the Atlantic states. It will

energy with every fool of fmr

jern  tervitory opened to the com-
et of the Thnited Biates, The Pacific
bes the short haul in its favor.
perce Wwill mot round Cape Horn

B i has o short and safe path woross

5 fic. The msnufactures of Oregon,
ashington and Callfornis shipped to the
gt have afdvantage over New York
il New England gpoods in the Importunt
ptier of time of shlpment acress the coan-
i and in the matter of freight rates
weuts Eestern points and*the Pacific

past. - From wheiever point the situation
viewed, the Paclfic cosst porte are the

wture! skipping polnts for the products
Amearion destined o Asia and the pe-
siving polnts of Asistic products destined

i Amerion.

875

SPEDED TO ENCOURAGE TRADE,

Seabonrd Shipping Wil Soon
‘as lmportant as Atisntic.

t of the Pacific cosast as
pents wiitd hove tracspired o the
SBuriog the past yesr, whersty 1

T
il

id
-

of every avaflable aere of g
the siate. Before many years
ping trade of the long stiretch of

£

aries will be as important as that of the
Atlantic coast

In order that the merchants of the Pa-
clfic const may successfully compete for
thi= trade, which naturally belonge to
them, it I5s absolttely essential that they
should have direct telegraphic communi-
cation with the Orient, by meane of &
trans-Pacific cable. The éxpense of com-
munleating by the present telegraphic sys-
tem would be s serjous handicap upon
our moerchants and manufacturers. With
such vasl interests of na:topal hs well as
oommercin! importance openad up in the
Orient, 1t is sbsurd that we should Eon-
tinue to have to send a message three-
fourths sround the world In order to com-
municate with those who le direcily op-
posite us, J. B, SLAUBON,

President Chamber of Commerecs.
Los Angeles ' Cal

FAVORS NORTHERN ROUTE.

Senttle Chamber of Commerce Says
It la Shortest and me-pglt.

John Barrett, ex-United States minister
to Siam, states that American trade to
the Orient 15 hampered and thwarted by,
the gbsence of direct cable connsaction and
by the grinding monopoly of the cable
route vin India The volume of the
Boutheaatern Asiatle trade he puts at a
Erand total of §1,600,000,000.

It is self-evidemt that it is not of ad-
vantege 1o America to pperate its grow-
ing Oriental trade via London and In-
dln,

For & number of years there hes been
& persistent offort mede to secure govern-
ent aid for & trans-Pacific cable, dut oniy
recently bas the marvelous development
of Alsska, the sacgulremsnt of Hawall
and the purchass of the Phillipplnes made
imperative more direct aend economical
communication betwaen the home govern-
ment and its outlying possessions, between
the thousands of hardy ploneers to the
Northwest and their home assoclates, be-
tweenn American firms in forelgn posses-
slons and their represemiatives here, be-
tween business houses lining the Asiatic
coast from Bingapore to Viadivastock and
Americun manufacturers and exporters.

The direct and ghortest line fram Pan-
ams 0 Blngapore runs through Beattle,
Dutch barbor, Alaska, the Amerjcan lsi-
and of Attu, through Japan and Manila.
The American termin! of this route are
Cape Filattery, in Washington, and the
north shore of the Islind of Lauson. The
distance from the American shore end to
the Luson shore end (also American) is
G488 miles, and thie is the natora! Paclfie
cable route, as

). It is 157 miles shorter in abeolute
distance than the southern route via Ha-
woll, Midway isiand and Guam.

(31t requires ‘bt 5750 miles of cable to
put ‘tire Unitad States in conhnection not
onlywith the Phillppines but with Japan,
Siberia and Alaska at . flve ‘mportant
points, while §700 mfles of cable on the
gouthern route would rexch Manila only.

(%) The northern route on the way con-
nects with the Skagway-Dawson system,
will b2 within 60 miles of connections
with 8!{ Michnael and Cape Nome, con-
nects with the whole Russlnn-Chinese sys-
te, with the whale Japanese-Chinese sye-
tem, before reaching m:p,h. while the
southern roule has no loeal connections
whatever, and no local business except at
Honolulu.

(1) The northern cable will cont $4.800,000,
because ladd in short links. In shollow
watér, and on good Lottom. The southern
cable will cost a minimum of $11,000,000,
because laid W larger links in deeper
®cas than =ny cabie yet laid, and over the
worst possible Yottom, Ccoral vol-
canle.

(8) The northern cable is easy to main-

L fain, to repalr and to duplicate for one-

half first price by anothor route with
other stations, while she southern cable
eannot be duplicated except by a parallel
cable costing dx much as_the first cable,
and a e break may cost $4,000.000 o
relay, as ropairs are well-nigh dmpossible
in such depp waters,

(6) The northern cable touches Alasika
at Sitka, the ecapital; at Skagway. the
terminue of thé raifiroad to Dawson: at
Hadiak island, the entrance to the Cop-
per river and Cook 1Inlet country; at
Duteh harbar, the port of antry to Bering
sea (B Michesl, Cape Nome, the fish.
whale and seal! Industries); at Attu, the
Inst of the islands, only 6% milise from
Russis and Japan, and all these statlons
are on the weather tack, permitting me-
teorvlogical weather predictions of gremt-
@8l valus to the whole United States, and
they are alsc on or close to the Inter-
national trade route now sailed by British,
Russiun, Japanese and American liners:
while the stations on the southern route
have no vaiue meteorologically, and, with
the exoeption of Honolulu, no commercial
or trade value, and lle wholly off all trade
routes,

{7) The porthern cable forms a link in =
iine from London to Yokohama, 25 miles
shorter than the present route via Indis,
and would therefore be able to divert a
lurge proportion of Europesp-Asiatic busl-
ness vin Amerien. The southern route ls
1000 mlles longer than via India, and could
obialn no European business,

@) Owing to its low first cost and large
Iocal and Burapean business, the north-
&m route could afford low ‘tolls to every
part of Asin, while, owing to its high first
cast, great length and absence-of &l} con-
msctions, the southern route could searos-
iy reduce present tolls to Japan and Ching,
and would have to charge exceadingly
bigh tolls to Honalulu and the Fhilip-
plnes. |

(%) A cable can be bullt by the Northern
Toute and another cable inid to Hawall
for less than the cost of n Pacific cable
extended beyond Hawall to Maniia

While all agree as to rnecessity of a Pa-
cific eable the 'question of route is vital to
the interestz of the Paclfic const of the
United Simtes, of Intermediate statians,
and of the world's trade. -

THOS. W. PROBCH,
Seeretary Chamber of Commerce,
Bentile, Wash.

COMMERCE DEMANDS A CAHLE, "

It Is Needed Also for Military and
Naval Operations om the Paclfic.
The sdvantages which would accrue to

the Pacific coanst from a trans-Pasific
cable might be consldered under two Ben-
eral g@lvisions: First, the ocommereia]
character; sscond, the military wnd naval
character. Both are of nutional Import-
ance, but of particular interest to our
ConEt.
F'I‘he &nt statlon on the way belng
ioneiuly, = cable to this point has lo
been needed, and now mtﬁ-e than n:rs
owing to the acquisition of the Hawatian
{flands. Trade has 2o greatly ‘increased
that It if of the utmost 4mportance that
direct and immedlate communication be
established. Blnce the Bpanish war, =0
large & number of vessels of all classas
meke these lslands a stopping plass on
thelr way to and from Oriental ports thag
it ta absolutely necessars to learn st once
of thelr arrival and departure, and that
means be afforded of communicating whh
them.

According to what Is considered the
most feasible plan, the next point on :he
line would be Wake island, thence to
Guam, thenee Lo’ Manlin, Al of thess
ﬁolnts :ﬁnz m;d:r American control, the

no WO oot subjected to

influence. efther In war or pea.::y e
From its position In the

Eestern seas, Manila is destined 1o be, we

belleve, a second Hong Komg, If not. in

fact, to surpas:s It 25 & commearcial entre-
pot for the Orient. Such belng the case,
we certainly should have our own line of

| cable to so imporiant a

paint. The pres-
ent one from Manila to the TUnlted States,
running through =0 many forelgn coun-
tries and under such dlversified sess,

usturally beyond our

between the Alaskan and Mexican bound-
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trol. We may at any time be compléfely
cut off, owing to some compleation.|
emong the many powers throlgh ‘whose |
“territory the line passes It is also quite
poasible that, by having -meteorologieal
conditions known =t Honolulu, valuable
ald may be given to the Investization‘of
our own climaté and ‘atmosphere. As &
matter, too, of economy. the present ex~

pense. of cabling 10 Orlental points being [

very excsislve, a cheaper rate could un-
doubredly be made on A trans-Paclfic line,
This would stimulate trade and commerce,
In fact, we are just in recelpt of a com-
munieation from the Hong Kong general
chamber of comm: requesting our co-
operation In Inducing the telegraph com-
panles to reduce the rates now charged
to" that point, which  Hong Kong mer-
chants regand as a barrler to the devel-
opment of trade.

Locking =t the matier from n military
snd neval standpeint, it |8 at once evident
‘of ‘'what immensé strategical value a Pa-
cific chble would be to our government.
It would enable Washington to convey,
withoul forelgn Interference, Immediate
information and orders which might be of
the utmost nationa) value In the move-
ments of troops and vessels. Our coast,
belng the néarest on the Asiatle contl-
nent, - undoubtedly would be the base of
such operation,

From the extensive nature of the enter-

'ENTRANCE
FROM KRASNOVODSE BY THE
TRANS-CASPIAN RAILWAY.

A Variegated Train-Dreary Land-
scapo Seen From a Car Window
—Anclent Bed of the Oxus.

Fo 5
- oy ———

ASKHABAD, Transoaspla, July 7.—This
clty is the capital of the Russian prgvince,
or government, of Transcaspia, & province |
which extends from the Casplan sea on tha
west to the semi-independent Khanates of
‘Khiva and Bokhara on the east, and from
the government of the Ural on the north
1o the countrieg of Persin and Afghanistan |
on the south. The desolate Aral sea also

Lp

Largely desert In chardtter, the provinoce

itary point of view, snd s & raeans of ac~
ceas to countrles south'and east.
Beattered posts on the Casplan and at

prise and from the great natlonal, as well
as lotal Interests Involved, we are of the

long Interyals along the caravan routes are
the only Russlan settlemetits except thoss

RAILWAY STATION

AT KRASNOVODSK.

opinion that such a eable should be un-
derteken by the Unitad States “governs<
ment, and be maintained by ‘it, just as
the postoffice 1s. Furthermore, we ‘trust
thet when the time comes for congress
to take action providing for such e¢able,
the bill will contain the proviso that the
«cable’must be of Ameriean manufaeture.
This the chamber of commerce of Sa
Francisco has repeatedly urged. \

CHARLES NELBON,

President of the Chamber -of Commeroce

of San Frahcisco,

B. BCOTT, Becretary.

AX ABSOLUTE NECESSITY,

Ko Time Shonld Be Loat in Laying
n Cable in the Pacific, |

Whatever may have been the need o!l
a trans-Paclfie cable prior to the break- |
Ing out of the war with 8paln, there can
be no questlon that today the demand la
most urgent, Look at the dailly arrivais
and departures of wvesssls from the four
great ports of the Pacific coast—Portland,
San Francisoo, Seattle wnd San Diégo. |

During the last two years the steamship |
service has been gquadrupled, and to a keen !
student of the trend of affairs it Is plain- |
1y evident that it will be but a short time
when the Puaelfic. ogean, with Its thousands ]
of miles of const line, will have wrested |
from the Atlantic dts commerclal prestige. -
Imagine, If you can, the business of the !
Atlantlc belng conducted without the as-
sistance of the |nsulated electric currents
traversing It depths. The life of ecom-
merce demands that the hand of the op-
erator be kept on the mirker pulsations
and the movements of shipping. It Is
suddenly loarned (hat there Is dearth of
& cortaln product at a polnt several thou- !
sand milles distant; mear-by stores are
drawn from, cargoes ot ships are divert-
ed, a crash is saved, and possibly famina |
Is prevented. The nepesalties of Atlantle
commercs are no gredtey than those of the
Puelfic, and then thers ls the urgent de-
mand on the part of the government for
a sure and quick means for the transfer-
ence of onders gnd receipt of reports.

The Btars and Stripes now floal aover the
Isiands of Hawall, 2100 miles distant in
midocean. The value of this group as a
conling nnd supply station is belng proved.
Not o moment too soon dld we accept from
the patriots of Hawall the land they had
conserved for us. It i an absolute mill-

| the passengers who bhad been aboard the

on the line of the rallway. Another rail-
woy Is contemplated Tfom “the - fool —of-
Mortvi, or Dead bay, the northeastern
extension of the Casplap, to the western
shores of the Aral, but if built 1l motive
will be as purely military as was the con-
struction of this more southerly line. Geo-
graphically, Transcaspla is considered 10
‘beta part of ‘Russian Turkestan, or Cen-
tral Asis, but It has a distingt provinciul
government of ‘Ita' own, administered at
this place: 3 .
It took buta few miaments of smchtl;t,
ihe raliway station, the au‘:gﬁm and the,
telegraph office at Krasnovodsk. |}
day to prove Lhai the Russian gentleman |
whol T expected to meel was not thers
andl that he hiad not asnt any word td me.
There was no doubt that my journey was
to be taken:alone instead of with a par-
ticularly “desirabls, companlon. Moat of }

steamer. from Baku were golng east by
rall, for there Is lttle resson Wwhy any
one should stop at Krasnovodsk. I jolned
them at the rallway sintion, fornd a geat.|
In the shade and watelied the approach of
the train time with Intersst,

Of ‘course all the termiral shops and
bulldings at Krasnovodsk are the newest
of the gpew, but they have the advan-
tage ©of having been bullt all at once,
from & plete ;. instead of growing
bit by bit, ‘s0 that they serve their pur-
pose ‘admirably. The rallway =tution Tiself,
is an excellent stone bullding, dealgned
with an evident intention to imitate Ori-
ental architecture, brt equipped quite
after the Western fashion as far as cone
venlencey are concerned, According to
the wsual Russlan custom, & large room
cutting across the ceénter of the building
from back to front is, walting-room and
restaurant, or biffet, as the Russlan
phrase has it, all In one. Arocund the
sldes of the room are settees not far dif-.
ferent from those we know at home, and
In the center of the floor a long table,
always' get, at which waltlng passengers
arz served with food or drink at al] hours.
The space remalning at ohe end of the
buflding Is used for ticket, telegraph and
bagguge offices, and for third-class passen-
gers, and at the other end for the kileh-
en of the buffet and the private quar-
ters of the station-mnster and his help.

The Trans-cnspinn Train,

There f&8 a dally train leaving Kras-
novodsk at 440 o'clock P, .M., riunning

tery and naval necessity that no time

through to Bamar¥ind In two days and

TYPICAL TRAIN OX THE

TRANS:CASPIAN RAILWAY.

be lost in securing cable connection with
Honolwlu, and from that point the lina
should connect the other |slands satill add!-
tlonal thousands of miles distant, ‘with
whose future development and progress
the hand of destiny has irrevocably bound

ua. -

1f, In the opinlon of our legisistors, tha
government should not Jay the csble, it
ehould at least be owned by &n American
compiny and landed on American soll [
Congress can wall afford lo grant a most
liberal subsidy. Aboul this there sghould
not be a momen('s hesitation. It is only
1o be hoped that the wirepulllng of rival
companles may not delay action.

The value of Honolulu is ss o military
and naval station, its strateglc importance
In this respect ls great, but how much
greater will It be when Oshu’s coral-girt
lave shores are gonnectsd with the maln
coast? But eveén a greater advantage will
be ths oncouragement and protéction af-
forded our commerce.

Agaln we urge that no time be lost or
plan-abandoned that may tend to give our
merchant marine.an equal advantage with
the ships of other nations in the race for
commerclal supremacy en the broad Pa-
clific, H. P. WOOD,

Secretary Chamber of Commerce.

San Diego, Cal

Vacanolés ‘at Wenst Polnt.
Philadelphla Call

There remsain but 16 wvacancies to the
West Polnt military academy for the ex-
aminations In" June. Members of congress
have been uhusually ‘prompt fn making
‘their nominations in the past five months,
All presidentinl sppointments have been |
filled as well, and the prospects are now
that no additional places will be st the
president's disposal untll 1M1 - One mem-
district, hes allowed his district to be un-

o4 1 Is
influence and cou- |

represented st West Rolnt for nearly, two |
I ] Le

three nights. Four times o wedk, or
Suntay, Tuesday, Friday and 'Saturday,
thls s the mall traln, connecting with the.
steamers from. soross the Casplan, which
arrive at noon the sume day, and on those
days o dining car s carried.” 'That dues
not indleats as much. luxury == might
be imagined.  Although the 'ng hus been’
completed through to Samarkand Tor more’
than ten years, first-class’ ears hava not
yol been Introduced;, to say' nething of
sleeplng cars. Instead, the tralns are
equipped with, second and third-class cars
only, with an additlen of fourth-class for
Immigrants.

With the kindness that s proving In-
variable, two Russian offlcers soraped
scquainance with me and offered thair
services If anything might be needed.
One was & captain of middle age, and
the other the most baylah of lleutenanis,
both of the. Turkestan contingent of in-
fantry. Thelr destination was Askha-
bad, the chief military post of the prov-
inte, and they were returning to service
&fter furloughs in Russia. We walked
about the clty of sand and heat and final-
Iy declded that nothing was of suffclent
consequence to justify a setond withdrawal
from . the shade of the statlon. It seemed
possible that Mr. Raunér might be rest-
Ing for a day et Askhabad, and that 1
might find him there, so together the thres
rof us hought second-class tickets and made
& rush for the best car when the train
drew up to the platform.

'Cnrs of All Colors.

I' had Heard glowing tales about the
betiuty ‘of this truin, which was reputed to
be patnted white from rear car td locomo--

‘e, ‘But the tdles were not jistifled by

e facts. One or two white cars wars
“mixed In with the varping shndes of green
and yellow, which characterize Russian
rallway tralns elsewhere in the emplre,
“the mmhqrﬁnem-wmulh

Tar varied as these of the race

: ﬂlem of the Melbourne "cuap,"

!cmklpahu!lhaeﬁkmmmidlry.__
1s valuable to Russin chiefly from the mil- |

bsuch a

he othex.| .

By the
vodsk, the sun was Jow and the hent sdme-
what subdued, and it was possibie to look
AL the ardscape without being half dazed
g e Sl R Ky
B i e rafl
finds but & narrow #xit from ‘the elty, for
the crescent-shaped mountain range that
coifines the amphitheater ends only mt

traceable, It ls argued by many geogra-
phers that this dreagy shore was once wie
center of an- éno trade. They de-
olare that the Oxus river, which played
large ‘part In the wars and the
commerce of the anclents, found Its outlet
into the Casplan at this point, instead of
losing ftself in the worthless Aral sea, as
it does today, and that here 'the mighty
dtream carrled 'the wares of Indla and
Centrnl AS(A ‘t5 the mérchants of Europe
and the West' Even now there Is o suffi-
cient remnant. of the anclent hed to form
& distinct évidence in support of thelr con-
tentlons, lagoons extetid far inland,
and to them are joined the sandy hollows
that suggest the delia of a great river,
The reputéd anclent bed of the river (s
traced all 'the way across the desert by
depressions Which are clalmed to be un-
doubted in theilr character, to a point not
far from the upper divialon of the Oxus,
now the Amu Daria, at the point where
Ite present delta begins to form on iz way
to the Aral sea. Nevertheless, scleniisis
are not all In agresment on the questlon

-ofsthe -aneclent-obannels of the Oxus, soms

denying that the avidences here suggested
are sufficlent. They declare rather that
these traces |ndicate the former exiatence
of ‘a broad gulf connected with the basm
of ‘the oncé axistent Bara Kamysh lake,
Into which the Oxus flowed, instead of
emptying divectly into the Casplan. The
whole question becomes Important now
oniy as it ‘affects certain great commercial
und agriculturil {rrigation schemes of the
Russinns for-diverting the great river m-
‘to'its anclént channei
: i [ TRUMBULL WHITE.

A SIGNIFICANT LETTER.

Boer Sympathy Avalled Of ax a Last
Hope for Bryanlsm.
PORTLAND, Dec. §L—(To the Editor.)—

Your sorrespondent “8. 8. in secking to
ame- for England Ia her pres-

make ouit'a ar
N;nt % CEridan pruggle with the two

ioer ~ FepH Mics, rendy makes “the 'case
for the Boeer." ESpeaking from the stand-
point as an American, as he alleges, It
does 'seéln necullar for 8. 8. to chlm
that England {8 the natlon that has civii-
lmed the whole world. No thoroughbred
American will ever admit this bald state-
ment, if he Is at all conversant with his
owan country (America) and its Revolu-
tionary period that gave it final independ-
ence, No doubt 8. 8., American(?),
cansiders thit period also as one In the
history ‘of ' Alblon, when {{ was necessary
to civillze—which stood for texation with-
qutTeprezentation—the “futher of his courn-
try” and his band of nobla adherents,
Howevet, just as greedy England failed In
176, 1512 and in 1861-84 to destroy our re-
publican form of government, just so that
nutfos will fol) to' wipe out the Boer re-
plibllcs. “And what s more, avery thor-
oughgolng American that wishes' for the
‘downfall of these South African republics
Is a tory at heart against Amerlcan Insti-
tutlons.

"England, forsooth!

i Civilizing the whote
rid!

To American fréedom real civit-

'fsatlon anywhere owes [ts zreatest suc-

‘Cone. We are often told how Englana
was the' first to ambolish slavery. but for
the ‘benefit of Ameriean (1) “8. 8. ana
other Americans with simllar views, 1
might add that Denmark prohibited s:av-
ery In all hér possessions nearly 50 years
befors HEngland followed suit.

Does “S. B."" conslder the present "pig-
sticking,'" as carried out by tha Fifth lan-
tery recently ay Elnand’s Laagte, whers o
small troop of Boers surrendered anc,
kneeling in an ‘attitude of prayer, were

‘mercliessiy miasicred, elvillfing T God for-

bld. g

As for "8, B/ questioning whether or
not “this enlightened country”’ could en-
tertain Mr, Van Slclen’'s views, na puo-
lished In The Oregonian the other day,
let me tell Mr, “S. 8. that even In tory-
ridden Portland a mass meeting, called to
Elve Its _views on this subject, would
overwhelmingly side with the Boers, Not

.only this, but the ‘republican party wil

ﬁ‘nd this South African question {ts
“Scylla and Charybdis" in the coming na-

-tlonal electionu If It does not Teceds from

its present pro-British atand, providing
the Bogrs hold out til next summer.

England will need active help from
somewhers before she {8 through with the
Boers, and it shall not be from America
in any other 'way than as r neutral, sell-
Ing food and' munitions of war to any bel-
ligerent that calle for It add runs chances
of ghipment.

Instésd of Americans studying how tu
Incur the hatred of all the othér nations,
by motively slding with English monarchy
and: Its titled money oligarchy, let them
refleet as o how they may hold aloof
from forefgn®entanglements, and get into
shape to'furrish the supplies that will be
n by ‘more’ than one nation befors
the Boer trouble is over.

MAmeriea for Amerioans’ lot your watea-
word be 'during’ the Mth century, and you
will \leave your descendants a priceless

Therithge. Act otherwise and you will leave

them a curge. Do we awe our children or
Enginnd's children duty first? Helf-preser-
vation s the first law of nnture, which

holds equally true with the laws that gov-.

impulses. There Is such a

em national
Uthung off more than one canm

thing as
chew, ]
With' Englapd's + dificultles Intreased
dally now, this country has u chance of
shortly once more Becoming a great mar-
ftime natlon, whose ships, unfurling the
“mar-spangled banner'” aloft, ehall carry
our ever- Ing commerce Into every
part of the world. ¥England has always
been. o. “bully,” and thercfore has not
earned Amerlomn sympathy enough to
cause us to wish to help her in the hour
of real perll now confronting her. There
Is o menace to our people’s institutions,
even If England Is brought to time ana
miade to regpect other white people’s gov-
ermments. C. W. EMAN.

‘Hussin’s Marine Service.
| Indlanapolis News.

It is calrulated that the total number of
vessels In Buropesn Russia, excapting
‘steamers, Is more than 25,000, with a total
ton of 8,000,000, and a cost of more
than $30,000,000. The number of men em-
ployed on them Is more than 100,000, The
number bullt annually, according to the
statistion of the government, Is from 8000
to 5500, But this Includes the ssveral thou-
sand hnntthr one down-stream trip. The
annual 3 of the vyessels conatrncied
15 “’ﬂ. i to be between $2.000,000 and
35000 )

1

WORK THE- YEAR ROUND

BUILDERS DO NOT STOF FOR THE
WEATHER.

—————

Prospeet That Many BHulldings and
Hesldences WIIl Ba Ereécted In
1000—0n the East siad,

At a time of year when Portland srchi-
tects xnd buflders should be taking a rest
If nt-all, they are starting new structures
while yet Busv finfshing up older con-
tracts. The year 1588 has witnessed the
=rection of between 5 and &0 subatan-

builldings within the boundaries of
the ofty, and still the outlogk for 1800 In-
dleates aven o busier yvesr among Port-
land ‘mechanics. Leading architects and

‘contructors notice a hopeful feellng among

property-owners, and much preliminary
planninx. is belng indulzed in with regard
to cost of new, structures, styie of archi-
‘tecture, ete. . The busy season ls .expect-
€d, therefore. to bexin fust as soon ns the
winter rains have subsided and the ground
hes becoms sufficlent:y dry to permit ex-
cavation to proceed. The large amounts
of money expendad In repairs and addi-
tions within the past season has not been
permittad to nppear as a factor In Port-
land expenditures for !mprovemeants, but
this will probabiy reach §T60,000 Im the ag-
gregate. Repatlrs will also go on without
cessation dering 1900, ns the stress of in-
creasing povulation demands thut old
bulldings be ralsed and Improved, while
painters, bricklayers, plumbers and pias-
Cerers will be occunled transforming old-
style structures i{nto modern onea for the
Increasing class of well-to-dn rentern
Contractors who have work to push for-

ward at present find no difficuity in ob- |

taining mechanies, as bullding has shuc
down to a great extent In the more north-
ern citles, s0 the workmen naturally grav-
Itaté to the clty which offers them em-
ployment during the dull season Many
Portland property-owners therefors
slder the wintar the best season to bulld,
88 mo delay s’ met in obtaining hands
Woges, howeven, have not fallen from the
summer scele, and there i3 no lkelibood
of & reduction soon.

Excavation for the four-story brick
bullding on the guarter block at Fifth and
Stark proceeds without Interruption, as
the contractors are lmited as to time in
completing the building. A donkoy en-
gine has béen put In position on Stark
street. with which to haul the loaded wiag-
ons up the [neline, much. te the satisfac-
tion of the teamsters, who found the work
very heavy. for even.four stout horses.
The- Corbett block, Whichils to oceupy
thig site s 16 robt adoht $6,000, nnd must
be ready for its ocoupants early fa July.
The bullding will resemble that of Honey-
man, DeHart & Co. In style and archi-
tecture,

Old buildings are belng torn down on
the site of the new Maltnemah Club head-
quarters at Chapman and Yamhill streets,
and excavation will bexin tomorrow. This
building, which I5 to cost $25000, has to
be under” roof by the middle of Murch,
80 no time has bHeen provided 10 waste on
delay’ from the weather.

The Brooke quarter block, corner of Park
and Washington, is nearly ready for the
foundation to be tald. and a few days
will see the bricklayers at work. The
rains have delayed excavation on this
block to a greater extent than was an-
ticipated, as water would flow In from
the streat above. forming a pool In the
lower portions of the lot, which thers was
no adequits’ Meahis O Greining. The aite
18 natirally High and ‘sightiy. bet being
on the lower side of Park street, exca-
vators are at a disadvantnge whila Plu-
vius Ia paying his addresses. This Brooke
bullding fs to be two-story and basement,
gnd four modern stores will front on tha
‘Washington-street slde. The cost of the
structure la estimated at $30,000.

Contractis on the Good Samaritan hos-
pital have not ye! been awarded, though
several bids have been put in and de-
liberated on by the architect. The center
and -south wing #re to oe erected first,
and bids are made on ths various por-
tions .of the work separately, thus en-
talling a good dead of extira figuring on
the part of those who handle the bofld-
Ing fund. The portlons of the. hospital
now being figured on will cost $60,000, ana
the structure will be afterward complet-
¢d ns funds are obtalped. It will be &
three-story brick, with basement, and will
be supplied with modern heating and ven.
tllating apparstus.

Enst Side Improvements,

The Improvement récord on the East
Side for the past year has beéen excellent,
while the outjook for the ensu.ng year
I8 encournging. In the srection of dwelllngn
the records show, that 3 have been. put
up, at an average cost of 31500, at a tolal
cost of 60,000. Thesa bulldings are scat-
tered ¢ver so wide an area that the show-
Ing 15 not as great ax would be it they
were bunched together, Some ors just out-
slda the elty lmits and others were put
up where the streeta were not usad and
no record of them was kept., In the re-
pairing and. reconatruction of o!d buildings
the figureg for the year are very large.
Practically every Bullding that could be
meade habitable was rebuilt or remodeled
from the Willamette river through Monta-
villa, and it is estimated that for this pur-
pose alome 350,000 wnz spent, making the
total sum expended in erection and re-
pairing dwellings fully $£00,000. In the
low ground between Unlon aventie and the
river improvements to the amount of $50,-
000 have been made, including the large
bulldings and the O. R, & N. switch, The
total Is 550,000 for ‘all bullding improve-
menta -

For ths cnsuing year a large number
of dwellings have beéen projected and will
be under way In the spring. so that the
year will witness steady Improvements.
The Bouthern Patiflc Company will soon
proceed with the erection of their bulld.
ings, for which the company has addsd
10 acres of new grounds to the original
tract of 3 acres. Trackage through the
grounds will be materlally changed, and
the wooden structures will 21l be rep'aced
with brick ones. The Doermbecher furni-
ture factory, on East Twenty-eighth sre:r,
will be completed and in operation by
April or May, and the City & Suburban
Rallway Company will extend n spur to
the s£te when the factory has béen com-
pleted. A number of cotiages. will be
erected {n that ne ghborhood for the use
of the operatives, and altogether an lm-
portant Industry ls In prespect as thé re-
sult of the establlshment of this factory
It ts also promiséd that betier car service
will ba provided for the peninaula people.
These are & few things that may be ex-
pected this year on the East Side.

Miscellaneous Improvements,

The dwelllng of J. C. Roberts, on East
Yamhill and East Twenty-ninth streets,
to cost aboul 2000, Is well nlong toward
completion. It Is a neat house.

The 120 parsonage of the 5: Paul Ger-
man Luthemn church, East Twelfth
street, bas been completed, and will be
occupled by the pastor and family withe
the next two wecks, when there wiil be
& housée-warming.

The large two-story residence of Fred
Goldapp, on East Thirtrenth and BEaw
Divislon streets, costing 1500, = enclosed
and nearing completion,

The handaome resldence of Captain Hos-
ford, on East Seventh and Enst Ash
streets, {5 nearing completion. On the in-
side the finlshing is very handsome in-
deed, and the cost of the dwelling will ho
about §2000.

The 3300 coitage of Mrs. Charles Scotr,
on East Ninth and East Hllsworth streets,
only needs painting on the gutside when 1
will be compieted.

George W. Bates, of Albina, will com-
mence ercction on two fimta on Russell
gtreet, In the rear of the Central Methodist
church, costing about 00, when the

‘weather will permit.

The handsome home of George Thatcher,
on Bast Niath, near Weldler strect, hab
been completed, and s ready to be ocou-

pled. It enst 50 and is one of the
sehteat_residences of the nsighbarhsod.
A. G. Rushilght has tuken oul o p=simit
Lior the erection of o 50 dweilog on
Bast Twenly-second streel. Work Is to
be commenced ns soon as possible, and
pushed forward to completiom.

TOWN OF DUFUR IS «DRY.”

Buet a VYialter Sayes Doctars’ Pre.
seriptions Make FPotions Plenty.

DUFUR, Or., Dec. I90=(To the Bditar.)
—A word concerning the town. of Dufur,
or.. :"n!gh‘. be accentabla b Your “@lumns
This s a town of zbout 0 inhabitamte
It is about 15 miles south of The Daller.
It iz in the midst of splendid wheat-grow-
ing lands, extending from the Columbix
river to ‘the Warm Springs Indian peser-
—~ation and from the Cascades to 1he Dem-
chuter east and west. There s now be-
Ing made o railrosd survey from The
Dallas to Dufur, and the peop.g pre prom-
Ised this outle: for thelr products withia
on€ year.

There are two church bulldings bhere,
a good pubile school, with nine grades
n grist mill in town, and ome four miles
distant, own=d by o realdent of Dulur,
a town system of watarworks, all mer-
cantile lines represented and a fmetory
manufasturing wesd destroyern 3
ing about a dozén men. and Tepresen
an investment of abou: §00. T
no saloon here The convy
town property hoas a claos
a sloon, It & quils waell di
however, that a dee A preseript

con- |

secure 4 poton t the. drug store
who have ailm s that way. It
toenbis that qv a number
munity have these nllme
naturs, and the muan
some,~and o all appear

Ces wWorsoe efecis

tion.

They are genlal,

most part religtou

are never slek unto the ortasion a
el Expenditure In sducall
morils would be the me
plaeses tifan these w

Thers are two physlciars her

preechors.

The nawspaper of
changed proprielors
change of politics,
i making a good
determination to

the

ommuanid respect.
J. B. LISTHR, Viitor

BUSINESS ITEMS.

1f Baby Is Cutting Teeth,
Re sure and use that
M Winalow's 8¢ T
weething. 1t soothes &b
allgys =il pain cures wind cofle

* Every married man must ask his wife's
permiasion 10 make o snceess." That was
a saying of a wise old clergyman who koew
that marriage was a partnership in the
broadest sense, and that there can be
success in any partnership in which the
partners do not contribute equally to maie
success possible. For this, if for
po other reasony every man vho
is trying to climb the ladder of
suceess should be interested in
his wife's health. A bealthy
woman is always bhelpful A
tired, nervous
woman, depleted
in strength apd
depresaed in mind,
can contribute
neither mentally
mor physically to a
hashand’s succesa, ;

The remarkable rem. §
edy, Dr. Pierce's Favor-
ite Prescription, so
strengthens ti:e organs
peculiatly feminine,
dries up debilitating
drains, bealn ulcerations
and infammations, and
cures female trounble,
that the causes of ill-
health are thns entirely removed, and the
henithy, bappy wife becomes & genwine
belp-meet to the hoshand.

“ 1 was sick for tweive years, nad for two years
I had to Jtop work altogether,” writes Moa Rell
McCrobie, of Oakiznd, Carrett Co., Muryland
= I was trested by five different phynicians, who
Emuwucﬂ; my caae Bright's disease, impover-

hed condition of the blood!, and uterine troable.
I suffered o grest deal with pain in both sides
and much tenderness in presing over the womb,
I was bicated at times {n bowels aod limbs
Wns' tronbled with a disagreeable discharge
from the internal orguox. I could oot sieep and
wiis troubled with palpitntion of the heart. Suf-
fersd o great deal of pain in my lead, temples
fmbt:\rf.lnd eyes, and I also suffered =zcr
ing pain st monthly periods i
eleven bottles of D, Plerde’s Favorit
tion, I hive eajoyed better bealth thua [ had
more than twelve years previousiy, asd hare
tnuncd m lrti';‘ch: twenty. since tal-

g your medicines. ™

Sick women can consult Dr. R. V. Pierce
by letter, addressed to Buffalo. N. V.. abso-
lutely without charge. Each letter is rewd
in private, its stalements held in sacred
canfidence, apd all auswers are mailed,
sealed in plain envelopes, without ndver-
tising or other printed matter.

It is a good thing to keep Dr. Pierce's
Pieaaant Pellsts *n the house, One Pellet
is o laxstive, two a cathartic dose.

NO PAIN! NO GAS!
e%“'w‘.'g?
4Ry 0%°

NO PLATES
RE

Set of Treeth
Gold Filting
Beat Teeth, S. §
Gold Crown
Sliver Filling

mIANAZUT,

All work examized by profess
Dr. J. 8. Walter, registered dentiat

New York Dental Parlors

N E. Cor. Fourth sad Marrisen Stresls

Lady always In attendance.
Houra, 3 to & Sundays, 10 o &

EPPS’S COGOA

ORATEFUL COMFORTING
Distinguished Everywhere

For
Delicacy of Flavor.
Superiority In Quality,
Grateful and Cemforting
to the Nervous or Dysp=plic.
Nutritive Quaillies Unrivalled.

Your Grocer and Storckeeper Sefl It.

In Kali-Poand Tins enly.
Prepared by JAMES EPPS £ (0., I1L
Bomaeepathic Chemists. Loadoa,

Eagtand.
‘BREAKFAST SUPPER

EPPS’S COCOA




