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RENEWAL 0F OLD DREAMS,

Our “sunties™ doubt whether clviliza-
tlon is better than suvage life. Hence
they are not yet reconciled even to the
Boguisition of the Hawalien islands by
the United States. One of the organs
of thess santimental dreamers says:
*It iz doubtful if the sum of human
bappiness has béen incrensed in Hawail
gince the good, old days when fishing
&nd shaking the dread-frult tree was in
Yopue and people passed thelr time in
swimming, or making wreaths for thelp
personel adornment. They had lelsure
snd could Indulge a taste for art, and
that 15 what modern men down in the
cdusty srens of commerce and specula-
tion are after, and they rarely attain
unts thelr desire.”

Barke, In his “Vindication of Natural
Boolety," satirizeq this sort of argu-
ment, very effectively. This book pur-
portad to be n posthumous work from
theé pen of Bolingtwoke, written with
the ohiect of portraying the evils en-
talled on munkind from every epecles
of artificial soclety. In fact, it was &
reduction of the theory to an absurd-
ity. Yet ope of the curiosities of lit-
emture {8 the fact that it was taken
by many of the sentimental and doc-
_trinaire people of the time a8 & sgerious
performance. It probably would still
be #o0 taken by the sentimentalist of
our tme who could write as wa find the
persch quoted above writing about the
Hawalisns,

The sum of civilleation and of all its
athievements consists in  departure
froam the Idvilic conditions which it i
e#aid the native Hawalians have so Ia-
méntably Tost. The savage s truly Na-
tures’s own, for she hes fashionad him
In her own way. He has not been
spolled by the arts of priest, politiclan,
taliar or teacher; he is not that “broth-
| e th the ox.” the “man with the hoe.”

O, if pature's methods have been mod-
= ified w0 same slight extent by heredity

and iradition, the interference is not

perious enough to disguise any charge-

ditic part of the process. The para-
dlse wherein there is no labor, tenanted
by those happy belnges who live by fish-
ing and shaking the bread-frult tree, is
1he place where our "aunties” would
expect to find the perfect man, enemy
of the hoe, with no “blunted percep-
tions” or “sluggish thought” or “owl-

Jike siupldity.” No low faclal angle

there, dus 10 generations of tesk-mas-

ters,

But if the world should accept this
philosophy, the descent would be first
to pemi-civillzed conditions, then to
barbarous peoples, then to savages, and
finally to brutes and repiiies. Man,
however, makes progmess, not by fol-
lowing nature, Hut By compelHng it
mnéd turning its foroes to his own use.
We se6 in savages what nsture can do
when she is not interfered with in her
betilgn work. This world needs work-
s, not idlers. In his new book, “The
Map of Life, Conduct and Character,”
W. B, H. Lecky. the great writer on
1the “Historr of Morals," devotes con-
siderable epace Lo the social and indus-
irial tendencies of the time. His ob-
pecyations on the passing of the ldler
&®re especiglly inmteresting. He finds
basls for the progress of morality in
the fect that idlenessas is regarded with
Jess jolerance now than in times past,
and Le thinks that in the future it will
become even more disreputable. He
says that the tendency s such that,
wWhereas young men &t the beginning of
Wictoria’s relgn who were really busy
affected 1dleness, now gt the close of
the relgn young men who are realiy
dd@ie find it necessary to affect to he
busy. It cannot be doubted that this
8 & movemént in the dirsction of &
Bigher morsifty. The man with the
Boe is on the ascending scale; the man
with the tomato can is on thé down
grade snd far towards the bottom.

FIGET THE ENEMY WITH HIS OWN
TOOLS.

A letter is printed In the New York
Bun, signed B, M. C.” from & Grand
Rapids, Mich, correspondest, who de-
poribes himsel! &s an ex-officer of the
Unlonmrmy, in criticiem of the English
factice In South Africe. Thig letter is
worthy of attention, for it is doubtless
from the pen of General Byron M
Cutcheom, who was colonel of the
Twenty-seventh Michigan regiment
gduring the war, and brevetted briga-
fier-geners]l for gallantry and distin-
gulshed servicen. General Cutcheon for
& number of years after the war repre-
sented bis district in congress; he is a
man of ability and intelligence; and his
military critdcism wuwpen the English
facties In South Africa s the common
one that in cevery instance the English
generals havre made n square front at-
tuok over open ground, and have suf-
fered sccordingly. In no instance has
any sflective flank movement been at-
temupted. General Cutcheon says that
Grant or Sherman would have turned
1he enemy out of thelr position instead
of wasting men in “‘spectacular Tront
sttack™ General Cutchegn forther
REYE:

Buet: Bankine movemepts BEave been rendered
Imprastionbls to the British commanders; first,
&y the Iack of iy through the abemnce of
Enpus trains, whish confines thelir Iine of od-
wance to the rallroads: secomd, by the sleence
8 proper and neotssary pomioon tralus for crose
ng stroarse prompily; third, by the want of
sufficient cavalry for = w end T it
Sy the furke of the enemy’'s pesitions, Ind..
Bnally, by the Britlsh belug overmatched In ar-
gtllery fire by the lnperopEe. Fum of the
Bosrs, .
Genpgral Cuicheon is not Quite fair in

his criticism of the Britlsh command-
ers. Grant and Bherman-wers, 1Ike T8¢
and Longstregt, supremely practical
soldiers; when one thing wounld not do
they tried another. General Grant
made a direct front attack on Lae's
works at Spottsylvania and won & suc-
cess; that s, he broke Lee's first line
and forced him to fight on terms where
it relatively cost Les more men in
killed, wounded and prisoners than it
cost Grant. Grant tried a direct as-
szult again at Ould Harbor, and suf-
fered a severe repulse, and yet Grant
made & direct assault on Lee's In-
trenchad line before Petershurg, April
2, 1866, and broke it. Sherman was
called “the great flanker,” and yet
Sherman made a direct sssault on
Johnaton's intrenched lne at Kenesaw
Mountuin and suffered a severe repulee,
and Sherman’s total losses betwesn
Dalton and Atlants, in spite of his
genlus a8 & “flanker,” were over 40,000
men kilied, wounded and prisoners,
about equal to the losses of Grant be-
tween the Wilderness and Petersburg.
It {oock Grant from May 4 to June 20
to get to Petersburg, and it took Sher-
man, with all his genius for “flanking ™
from May 4 to July 20 to reach Atlanta;
the lose in men was about the same.

These educated English officers with-
out guestion keep pace with the text-
bopks and millitary objeot-lessons of
their profession. They have done ths
best they could with the tools furnished
them, and they are not to blame, Gen-
eral Buller, an old cavalry officer,
warned the war office thet whet was
wanted most of sll was a body of 15,000
mounted riflemen; the Boers are
mountsd rifiemen; their mobility can-
not be metched by infantry, and with
educated modern German military tal-
ent to play military engineer, artillerist
and intrencher, the Boer success, won
always on the defensive, is as simple
as Bunker Hill or New Orleans. "If
Iord Roberts 18 & man of practical
ecense, he will organize a body of 35,000
to 20,000 mounted rifiemen, who can
move 88 fast a2 the Boers, turn their
positions and overtake them for & fight
before they can elaborately intrench
another.

OUR IDLE MILLIONS,

The most impreisive thing In the gta-
tietics of Oregon's trade and industry
we printed yesterday Is the flngncial
exhibit. Ths banking figures -tel' a
strange story of accumulating capital
with restricted employment. Since De-
cember, 1802 our bankg have curtalled
thelr loans and discounts tremendously,
with some moderate expansion since
low-water mark in 1897, and simultane-
ocusly thelr Individual deposits have
enormously increased slnce 1897. The
dlsparity between these accumulations
and Investments Is so great as to ‘be
disheartening {f there were no reason
to hope for better things in the near
future.

For the banks of 2 community to
have nearly twice as much money on
deposit as can profitably be lent is not a
healthy econdition. Our banks are, para-
dox though it be, too sound. Thelr ata-
tistical position Is too strong. If all the
money of the community ware locked
up in bank wvaults, it would he safe
enough, but the country couldn’t pros-
per. To earn arything money must be
invested; and Investment, while it
yields profit, Involves risks, December
8, 1582, the national banks of Oregon,
Washington and Idaho had $22,000,000 in
individual deposits and $32,000,600 in
Joans and discounts, Perhaps this wes
&n excess on the wrong side, though
such a proportion is by competent per-
sons viewed as healthy, With the panie
of 1883 a perfod of liquidation set in.
By December the deposits shrank to
$15,000,000 and the loans to 322,000,000
From: then til the gpring. of 1597 the
deposits averaged at aboui $1§,000,000,
the loans and discounts belng worked
down meanwhile to less than $14,000,000;
and thi=s was a healthy condition,

But mark the sequel. Losns and dis-
counts have expanded slightly, but de-
poelts tremendously, thus:

of the three statex have incrpased thelr
deposits by §$18.000,000, but thelr loana
by only 33,000,000, The deposits stand
at nearly 984,000,600, the loans at $17,-
000,000, The natlonal banks of Porfland
in their Decomber statement show de-
poeits, indfvidusl and bank, of $7,842,-
§73, and loan: and discounts of only
$2.824938, 'This iz safe, but it 1s too
safe. Let us take by way of compari-
son three strong Institutions of con-
servatlve Eastern clities:
Loans Individ-
and dis- ual de-
Capital. counts, posits.
Xat'l Mechanlos

banis Baltimore $1,000,000 $2,92,000 $2,510,000
Girard Nat'l bank

Pmm»tphu 'wmmo 6,417,000 6,352,000
Farm. & Mec
bank, Phila..... 2.(('0'200 4,450,600 4,341,000

Responsibility for the unprofitable
state of Oregon capital must be divided
up among seéveral classes of persons.
Perheps the banks suffer from an ex-
cess of econservatism, due to cnution
learned in 1863, when large amounts of
capital were wiped out of existence
through unavailable assets, PBut these
deposits do not belong to the banks.
They belong to the depositors. Doubt-
less large sums are an deposit In the
banks that eculd be hueratively Invest-
#d In industiries 6f various kinds, Men
who have money are content to hoard
it instead of putting it out in trade, de-
velopment of land, forests and mines,
buildings, manufactures, Many men
who conld borrow money §2 they were
disposed to engage in productive un-
dertakings fall to do so through sheer
inck of enterprise. Not the least culpa-
ble ciass of pur peaple are those who
have the abllity, energy and nerve to
handle Iarge amounts of capital skill-
fully, but to whom money cannot safely
be Intrusted on account of thelr lack
of rellability. The men who have
money and credit are contented to take
ft easy; the men who are all brains
and ambition have neither money nor
credit,

But this sort of thing cannot last in-
definitely, The difference betwesn hard
times and good times ia principaily a
state of mind. Men can continue in
depression and gioom for only a limited
gpace of time. The constitution of the
mind ie suth that it necessarily rises
to hope and confidence. The same In-
fluence that sent these deposits to the
banks will soon be putting them out In
productive enterprise. I{ s a splendid
condition of the development just be-
fore the Pacific Northwest today, that
it will be sble to “finance” its own
enterprises.  With the opportunities for

profitable Investment now opening up

‘of ' Cubs uniess' Spain' should-assent to

{ Great Britain in 1888 changed her his-
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URITICAL YEARS FOR ENGLISH CIVe

ILIZATION.

The year 1898 was the most m-ltluz
year in the history of the United States
since that of 1584, which settled t!ﬂ
fate of the clvil war and compelled &
radical recasting of our written con-
stitution through emanclpation and ex-
cislon of human slavery, and 18968, when
widespread flnancial ruin was. only.
averted through the defeat of Bryan-
lem. The year of 1398 was thus fateful
because through unexpected events
we were not only hurrled into war with }
a European power, but In the settle-
ment of pence decided to retain posses-
sion of the Philippines, and thus be-
came committed to a policy of nationel
expansion in practice beyond the limi-
tatlons of our North American conti-|
nent. There was nothing In the theory
of this territorial expansion that need-
ed any defense, but in practice our
prompt decision to meet an unexpected
emergency manfully and accept its un-
sought and undesirable responsibilities |
was a4 most serious and far-reaching |
undertaking In our nationsl career
We are just beginning to appreclate
fully how singularly fortunate we, wera
when we suddeniy went to War. wlta
Spain, not only In the fact that the
navy of Bpain was incapable of decent
sea gervice; that her soldiers in Cuba
were not prepared to resist attack, but
also in the fact that the refusal of
Great Britaln to permit Intervention in
behalf of Spain made victory possible,
At three different times before the re-
cent Intervention of the United Statea
on behalf of the Cubans our govern-
ment has been on the verge of a collls-
fon with Spain; first under the forelgn
complications which plagued Jefferson’s
administration; second in 18564, when
Spanish authorities fired across the
bows of the steamer Black Warrlor,
confiscated her cargo and fined her
captein, and thirdly in 1873, when the
Virginius was ceptured and many of
the men on board were executed at
Sentisgo. The attitude which England
hed uniformiy maintained with regard
to Cuba up to 1898 would have made In-
tervention In the affairs of Cuba on
our part impracticable had Lord Salis-
bury adhered to it. It was the com-
plete changs of front on part of the
British foreign office which rendered
the liberatien of Cuba for the first
time possihle.

In 1886 George Canning warned the
Mexican government that England
would oppose the seizure of Cuba by
efther France or the United States, In
1854 Secretary Marcy wrote Minister
Buchanan that the action of the Cuban
officials in the matter of 'the Black
Warrlor was due to their: confidence
that England and France would come
to Spain’s ald, as they had done in
1851-52. In 1876 the head of the British
minietry wrote Secretary Fish that
England would be unwilling to co-op-
erate with the United States for the
purpoge of terminating the devastation

the procesding. France supported Eng-

land’s attitude, and, under the circum-
stances, It was out of the questlon for
the United States to act single-handed
in the Cuban affalr; for the attitude of
Great Britaln and France in 1875-T8
indicated plainly that they would de-
fend Spain against any forcible inter-
ference on part of the United States.
France would gladly have taken the
same position in the spring of 1898, but
England was no longer willing to ob--
struct the just designs of the United
States, It lg eclear from thege facts
that but for this change of front on the
part of Great Britain we should mnot
have interfered in behalf of Cuba; It Is
clear that our interference wis sUcCcess-
ful only because Great Britain cried
“Hands off." We are where we are to-
day in Cuba and in the Philippines,
with falr promise of good work in the
future, because Great Britaln cried
“Hands off"" to France in 1888; we are
in a better state of military and naval
preparation for the future than we
have been for thirty years because

torical attitude regarding our Interven-
tion In the Cuban affalrs, Now comes
the Interesting historical speculation,
Dld Great Britaln change her attitude
from that of 1876-76 hecause of polit-
ical presciencs on part of her states-
men, or did Lord Balisbury just happen
to bulld beiter lh.an he knew or in-
tended ?

It is quite possible that Lord Salls-
bury was farseeing enough to under-
stand that Great Britaln had nothing
to gain in helping to keep the breath of
life In the decrepit body of poor, old
Spain; nothing to galn in siding with
France in anything, and the support of
Spaln would have simply meant help-
ing a lot of French holders of Spanish
bonds secure thelr debt., There was
certainly nelther honor nor profit to
Great Britain to slde with French
money-lenders and Spanish tyrants to
save them from pecuniary loss and
military defeat, Bound English sense
may have been sufficient to declde Lord
Salisbury in ‘this change of front In
English-Spanish pelicy, Lord Salls-
bury knew that in the future Great
Eritain had nothing to fear from Amer-
feg naturally, and that it would be ab-
surd to arm her “glgantlc daughter”
with just occasion for criticlsm and
contempt; he knew that if Great Brit-
ain ever needed the friendship and sup-
port of sympathetie; influential public
opinion, she would.not find 1t in féath-
er-headed, fantastical France or rheu-
matic Spain, so on general principles
Lord Salisbury declded that Great Brit-
aln would do well to keep step with the
United States in the matter.of advaneé-
ing the cause of the largest llberty for
the greatest number under equal laws.
This was our criels of 1888, and
we met all its unexpected eventa and
emergencies manfully and victoriously,
and now England in her turn has un-
expectedly entered upon what will
prove her most critical and momentous
year since Waterloo,

The Boer war was not unexpected,
perhaps, but its severity as a test of
Great Britain's power to crush a for-
midabie revolt of well-armed and ably
led white colonists was unexpected, and
Great Britain Is meeting it a5 we met
our terrible reverses in the first two
years of the civil war, with character-
istic race fortitude and resolutlon.
Great Britain wiil be victorious, and
her victory will be that of humanity
and equal rights over the survivel of a
clvilization that deserveés to be &8 ob-
wolete as that of the Iroquols Indians.
The vear of 1808 was our year of unex-
pected emergency, test and trial; the
vear of 1800 will be England's most orit-
lcal and eventful year sinte Waterloo,
for her prestige ns a great power is gt

“ology.

THE DRIFT OF CHRISTIANITY.

“The religious discussion that is raging
in the mnewspapers throughout the
country makes evident the inability of
the old orthodox doctrines to hold and
reach the masses. IL suggests, also,
the lines along which the ‘new evan-
gel” is to proceed. In many represent-
ative pulpits, indeed, the change.from
old to new is already strildngly mani-
feat. Modern Christianity has drifted
far from the lteral imitation, Interpre-
tation and application of Jesus' teach-
ings made by the early church. S8pec-
ulative theol today commands small
consideration compared with practical
ethics. The steady drift of the time is
toward replacement of the whole dog-
matic system of bslief by a tangible
code of conduct founded upon the
teachings of Jesus, who gave man an
example and an inspiration toward
righteéonsness. Christianity loses noth-
ing of its real power and beauty when
freed from sqperqa;ural or mythical
smbuum ~décttine of etarnal
punishment. J}smdwli' Being shalved
by mogt denominstions as in conflict
with thespirit of the sge, which he-
lieves that *“one sghriek of hate would
jar all the hymns of heaven." The
God of eternal rage is rarvely preached
today, and creeds are coming to be 're-
garded as only imperfect and tradi-
tiopal garments of eternal truths,

The slmple guestlon between gso-
called “liberal Christians' of all sects
and orthodox Bourbonism Is concern-
ing the validity of the supernaturalism
that has been associated as a hase
heathen alloy with gold of the doctrine
of the fatherhood of God and the
brotherhood of man., This Is & ques-
tion of historieal fect and philogophical
Jjudgment, not a question of senti-
mental intuition eand assumption.
Christianity in its evolution is vastly
beyond the finest frult and works of
paganism, but so is Mohammedanism
infinitely better than the barbaric,
blood-drinking pol¥theism it supplanted.
Christianity for niany centuries did not
bear much betier ! than paganlsm.
Byzantine and Alexandrine Christian-
ity was:s, barbarous faith in practice,
g0 fearfully was it adulterated with
paganism. When we remember Row
faith In supernaturalism, the savage
disputes over dogmas concerning the
atonement, the trinity, the pesurrec-
tlon, eternal punishment, once made
modern Burope as red with blood as a
“cardinal's hat," we sghould naot forget
that the superiority of Christianity wes
& long and weary work of evolution
before it reached its present form of
comparatively humsane faith and prac-
tice. The influence of Christiadity for
good has been just In proportion to the
rapldity with which it has cast off su-
perngturalism and medleval dogmsa and
rested for its recommendation to the
hearts of men on the thought, life.and
fate of its founder as geparated from
the theology that was Invented by at-
tenuated ascetics and morbid expound-
érs of monk-bred metaphysics, and
nalled In the spirit of pious fraud to
the croes of Christ. A good encugh ar-
gument could have been made for the
valldity of the Greek theclogy meas-
urdd by H8 frults over the fetishlsm of
oldér and mesner nations. The spirit-
ual distance between the Pantheon of
Homeric mythology and the feith of
Bocrates is far greater than the dis-
tanee between the falth and moral pre-
cepts of Boerates and those of Jesus,

It is not necessary to argue that
Christianity Is better than paganism.
Bo it 18, In its ultimaete of the nlne-
teenth century, even gs the Turk of
today i more humane than the s0-
called Christlan of the sixteenth cen-'
tury, who, whether Protestant or Cath-
olic, was as inhuman and savage a
persecutor as the pagan persecutors of
the Christians from Nero to Diocletian,
because of the infernal faith In super-
naturallsm, medlevu.l dogma and the-
nity, separated from
medieval superstition and thealoglcal
dogma, ls simply the most recent but
not necessarily the ultimets or final
stride of moral or religious evolution.
The question {s not whether Christlan-
ity and monothelem today are not bet-
ter every way than polytheism in
Greece yesterday, The real point s
thet since the Reformation there has
been an irrepressible confiict within the
Protestant church. The battle shout of
today Is nothing but the note of the
game bugle blown In the sixtesnth cen-
tury by reformers, and passed like the
torch of Hberty from one strong hand
to another; from generation to tf!r-u
eratlon, . s

This revolt has always come cut of
the church {taelf, and is today heard,
like the volce of the imprisoned bird in
the tree trunk, within the church cry-
ing for release ard liberty In no uncer-
tain tone, This evolution and ellmina-
tion within and without the church has
been steadily going on since Luther's
day; small thanks to Luther, who
hullded far better than he knew or in-
tended. The drift of the day is to
Jesug himeelf more than ever before in
the history of the race, The life of
Jesus and the character of Jesus stand
for a worthy ideal for imitation, what-
ever may be our faith or want of faith
in the authority of his so-called mira-
cles. The tendency of thé flme Is not
toward drrefiglon; but:tawerd putting
religlon on a rational basis. This ra-
tionaliem_ teaches that the Ilegends
which ascribe supernataral birth to
Jesus, ascribe to hlm miracolous pow-
ers, that tell of 2 halt in the ceaseless
march of nature at kin death, that re-
port resurrection and ascenslon of his
materialized spirit, are not the life of
Christianity today, nor have they been
ita potentiality with the masses In the
past. Jesus lives in the world's heart
becanse of the obvlous truths he spoke,
the heneficent and benlgnant life he
led, and the unselfish, high-souled
herolsm with which he met his fate.

The annual number of The Oregonian
has. gone forth to the publle, an eplt-
ome af the resources of a vast section
of country, favored as never land was
favored elsewhere by natare in the
generous bestowal of her richest gifts,
The research and labor fnvolved in the
presentment of this superb number was
enormous; the presentment fitself Is
amazing both in detail dnd aggregate,
gven to citizens of Oregon, as showing
the wide diversity of resources and the
substantial progress made in their de-
velopment within the past year, while
the whole cannot be otherwise than at-
tractive to capital seeking investment
and to intelligent people seeking homes

ward by leaps and bounds
the vast emplre of opportunity that it
faithfully portrays.

The trapsport Thomas iz eastward
‘bound from Manila, bearing the bodles
of two herces who fell while upholding
the honor of their country ino Luson—
General , Lawton and Major Logan,
both honored names in “the country’'s
service, though that of the latter Is in
the hature of a reflected glory, he hav-
ing had neithér time nor opportunity to
test his quality beyond the crisis that
‘he bravely met with his lfe. That he
would have distinguished himself in
the service had hls life been spared,
there can be no doubt, and he will be
honored as & brave man who was will-
ing to do and to dare for his country,
and, In dolng and daring, meade and
closed his record as a soldier. The na-
tion will stand with bowed and rever-
ential head while the remains of these
heroes are consigned with tears and
honor to the gheiter of her hosom.

Not long since a leading Southern
Baptist paper came up boldly to the
hélp of the weak against the mighty
by deciding that women must not re-
peat Beripture aloud in Sunday=school
exercises, because |t would be “using
the Bible to disobey the Bible.” The
Southern Presbyterian synod of WVir-
ginia'ls generous encugh to aliow some-
what greater liberty to the women who
make up the rank and file of the
churehes under its jurisdiction. It has
Just decided after two years' prayerful
conslderation that women may sing in
church, a8 this I8 not a leading repre-
sentative duty, like speaking or praying
in public. They may also, it decldes,
form missionary socleties and pray to-
gether “under the control! of the ses-
slon of the church."” Orthodoxy, thus
intrenched, may reasonably consider
itself safe.

There was pathos In the “"Merry
Christmas and God bless you" tele-
graphed by the aged, sore-hearted
queen of Great Britain to her soldiers
in South Africe. The wish for =2
“merry Christmas’™ to soldiers far
from home, suffering the hardships of
war and facing the perils of battle,
might be construed into something of
mackery but for the evident sincerity
of the greeting and the undertone of
almost motherly tenderness that It car-
ried.  England has indeed passed few
Christmas days in her history wherein
her people wera so completely thrown
back upon the conventional “God bless
you" in exchanging Christmas greet-
Ings, though they have bravely kept an
b appearance of confldence to match the
courage which has shown no faltering
under stress of disaster.

Medieal selence s struggling to dem-
onstrate its power over disesse In the
case of Representative Boutells, with
at length fair prospect of success. It
achleved one notable triumph last year
In the rescue of Kipling from death
by pnsumonia, after collupse seemed
certain, but it falled to preserve the life
of Vice-President Hobart from a less
acute disease, though long confident of
its abllity to restore him to health.
Unlike surgery, medicine Is not an ex-
act sclence, and it Is doubtful whether
as & selence it will ever, heyond a ecer-
taln limit, pass the experimental stage,
It may be hoped. that {15 remedlal agsn-
cles have heen successfully applied in
the case of Mr. Boutelle, and that he
will soon be restored to labor for his
constituents in the house of represent-
atives.

The distingulsted dead of the year
are not numerous, and include General
George B. Greene, United States army,
aged 98; ex-United States Supreme
Court Justice Field, United States Sen-
ator Morrill, Rosa Bonheur, Castelar,
the famous Spanish orator; ex-Chan-
cellor Von Caprivi, of Germany; Fro-
fessor Marsh, of Yale college, and Gen-
eral Lawton, United States army.

The reason why Aguinaldo does not
surrénder is that Senator Hoar and
othera encourage him to continus his
efforts to kill- American goldlers, In the
expectation that this will cause the
American people to “get tired,” and the
American soldier to turn tail and sneak
away from the islands.

The Colesburg engagement shows
what the war will be when the oppos-
iing armies meet on even terms, The

“1*8ers are victorlous If they can get the

British to attack impregnable defenses
or fall inte a trap. Flukes do not de-
clde many important wars or long cam-

palgns,

Noval armaments depress the ezar
and cause him to miss & year as to the
end of the century. But his alarm is
justifiable, Russia Iz weak on that
head and Great Britain Is strong,

Bales of the New Year's Oregonian
yvesterday by far excesded the sales of
any former year; but the edition print-
ed greatly exceeded any former edition,
and coples may still be had.

Emperor Willlam, in a speech yes-
terdry, spoke of the day as the first of
the new century. Billy always was ec-
centrie, even a little crazy. But he I8
a good boy to his grandmather,

AN ANERICAN BULLET.

It Was Fired by Those Who Eneour~
age Filliplro Resisiance.
Bt. Paul FPlonser Press

More than ome commentator on Gen-
eral Lawton's death has remarked that
his 1ife was sacrificed to the persistent
blindness and ill-judged utterancea of o
handful of his fellow-countrymen, but no
one has put it so dramntically as he did
himaelf in' a letter written home about a
month bhefors his death. In this letter he
sald:

It 1 am shot by a Flilipine bullet, It might as
well come from one of my own men, becaums I
know from observations confirmed by eaptured
prisoners that the continuance of fighting Is
chiefly dus to reporis thal Are sent out frem
America.

And agsin:

I would to God that the truth of this whole
Phillppine situation opuld be known by avery
one in Amarica as I know It n:hcrul his-

. Inspiration and condjtions of this Insur-
Gt & tha loeal &nd external,
that now encou tha enemy, aw well as the
actual possibiiities of these islands and peoples

and thelr relations to this great East,
. we would hear no

stake as completely ag If the Unwe_ﬁ

or coptempiating change of locauon.

knowing the situation thoreughly, famil-
iar with the conditions al home and at
ths sedt of war, and capable of judging
them. It s hard for an Ameriean here
at home to unndsrstand- that the words
of & handful of extremists could move a
Body ¢f men so far away., Yel the very
fact that it does move tham shows how
much those easlly Influenced people are
in need of a firm control aod especially
of & free government. The mere publica-
tion of such literature as the Atkinson
pamphilets and the Garrison poelry seems
to them Ilke a2 guaranlees of authority,
ungccustomed as they are to freedom of
the press and used for gereratlons o
esplonage and surveiliance. The mouth-
ings of the anti-expanstonists have prob-
ably been more real to the Insurgests
than to the “antis’” themselves, who are
most of them faddists, and inured o the
indifference of the public. Lawton real-
ized this, ns others have realized it His
wordns on the subject are practically the
same words that have been spoken by
othera In a position to know the Macis
But in his case thelr significance s trag-
lcally deepensd. Boamething of & remorse
and shame before the stricken family, i
not before their belled country, mist Do«
sess the Americans whao, to all intent and
purposes, fired that death-dealing bullet

IN MCLURE'S MAGAZINE.

Mark Twain Atfttempts n Parody,
Parts of Which Feollow.
Mark Twain hss a sketch and a poem,
“My Boyhood Dreams.” in the January
MoClure's. He doubts if any bayhood
dream has ever been rdalised; and as a
proof of his statement, instances the sarly
ambitions of Howells, Hay, Aldrich, Bran-
der Matthews und others—all told him he
says;, under the seal of confidence. Alter
the dreams of these distinguished Individ-

unls, Mr. Clemens says:

Ah, the dreams of our youth, how baautiful
they are, sand how petlshabla! The rulns of
theme might-have-besms, how pathetie! The
heart-secrets that ‘were revealed that night now
80 long vanished, how they. touch me as [ give
them volce! Thome aweet privacies, how they
mndesred ua to each ¢ther! We wirs under oatn
never 10 tell ‘any of thess thingm and I have
always kept that cath Inviolate whan speaking
with persons whom 1 thought oot worthy t©
hear them.

The verses with ‘which he concludas his
article are Inscribed to the *‘old people™
to whose ambitions he has referred. Some
of the stanzas run:

Sieep! for the Ban that scores amother Day
Aguinst the Tale alloltled Tou 1o stay,

Reminding You, s Risen, and oow

Berves Notice—ah, ignose it while You may!

The chill Wind blew, and those who stood be-
fore

The Tavern murmured, ~“Having drunk bhis
Bcore,

Why tarries He with empty Cup? Behold,
The Wine of Youth onse poured, !9 poursd mo
maore.'*

mine,
I henrd & Voles from ont the Darknews thhn
“0 Youth, O whither gone? Heturn,
And baths my Age In thy reviving Wine."

In this subduing Draught of tender green

And kindly Absinth, with lts wimpling Sheen
Of dusky half-lights, let me down

The haunting Pathos of the Might-Have-Been.

For every nickslisd Joy, marred and briaf,

We pay some day ita Welght In golden Grisf
Mined from our Heasta. Ah, murmur not—
From this one-sidted Bargain dream of no Ra-

lief!

. - . - -

Whether one hide In stme secluded Nook—
Whether at Liverpool or Sandy Hook—
"Tis one. Old Age will search him ocut—and
He-
He—He—when ready will know where o lock

From Cradle unto Grave I kKeep o House
Of Entertainment where may drowss

Baclill and kindred Germe—or fged—or broed
Thelr fostering Species in & desp Carcuse.

Think—in this battered Caravanseral,

Whose Porials open atand all Night and Day,
How Microbe aftar Microbe with his Pemp

Arrives unasked, and comen to stay.

- .

O Vaolces of the Long Ago that wers wo dear!
Fall'n Silent, now, for many a Mould'ring Year,
© whither are ye flownT Come back,
And break my Heart, but bless
ear,

Some happy Day my Voles will Stlent fall,

And answer not when some that love it eall;
Be glad for Me when this you note—and taink

I've found the Volces leat, beyond the Pall

So let me grateful draln the Magic Bowl
That medicines hurt Minds and on the Sgul

The Healing of ita Prace doth lay—If thes
Traath claim me—Welcome be his Dojet

Other articles in the magasine nclude
the first part of the Rev. Dr. John Wat-
son'é “The Life of the Master”: Lisuten-
ant Peary's account of his latest work
in the Arctie; "Blalne and Conkling, and
the Republican Convention of 1830, by the
Hon, George 8. Boutwell; “How the Plan-
els Are Welghed,” by Professer Stmon
gnmmnb: and a number of ghort sto-

8.

«3y gErieving

White Population of Somih Afriea.
In an article In the December Farum, by
J. Castell Hopkins, the following astimate,
by F. E. Garrett, of the Cape assembly.
of South African populations, |a given:
£;|;3II'IH

Trapmwasl ...cscsicadinsinns,

Totnl whitea

His Interest !- the Scriptares.
New York Weekiy.

Mother (In her daughter's boudolr)—I
lika that young man sxceddingly. Whila
he was in the parlor waltng for you I
happened to go In and surprised him read-
Ing the Bible. The silly boy looked dread-
fully contused, just as If troe plety wers
sgomething to be ashamed of. I soon set
hi=z. mind at rest on that point, and he
seemed quite releved.

The Young Man (at the club)—That girl
in 30 years old. I zaw It In thelr family
Hible.

it In a Practical Question.
Washington Star.

This government may not he perfect,
but It ls capable of eatabilahing for the
Filipinos an infinitely better governmant
than they ara capable of establishing
for themselves, There may be gooa
grounds for differences of opinion as to
what should be dona in the Philipnines,
but scuttle In any form is Tepugnant to
national duty and self-respect.

Niece Distinetion.

Chicago Tribune.
*You ride your wheel on Sunday, yet
you object to my goldg siating on Sun-
day. What s the difference?
'Well, when you ride your wheal you
ara always golng somewhere. When you
are skating you're not. It's just Uke
dancing. And you know it isn't the right

thing to go t0 a dance on Sunday.”

Whils yet the Phantom of fales Yeuid -u“

mﬁﬂﬂtﬂlﬂlﬂ
Amosmmmm
Muitnomah luck.

—
Jiggs—"Why did you swear oXT
Blggs—1 was broks.

+
Has California any more football teams
to mmste our Purtland cheer?
+

The Stanford team, with all slsven men

To win a game, will Rave o come again,
——r——

Saven hundred and seventy-two miles

Is a long way to travel for the small end
of an I1-§ score

" Guerin has chosen an inopportune tims
to make himself noterious. Real things
Ero happening now.

Jupiter Pluvivs made & very goed atart

"In 150, -Lat us Rope he will' have the

meoral courage to keop It up.
e iy

Whether tha new ceatury has Begun or
not, our letters have begun coming beas-
ing date In & year that looks Hke this:

g9e

Tha Goldshorpugh made T milen an
hour aguinst a 2ii-knot curreml. What
would the Oregon have done had sha been
bulit in Portiand?

Aguinaldo s sald te be ready td lead
the inaurgents in Manfla, This s lkely,
He will lead them out faster than any
one elss in that country,

—_——

At Eugens, o recently married man of
# Is suing his wife for restitution of
property alleged to have been securad by
fraud. He “had known her 25 years ago,’”
and was “innocently entrapped™ he sayn
The man who licks but a year of thres-
score-and-téen presents a solemnly ludi-
crous spectacisa when he pleads hi=z ver-
dancy and gullelessness In the verblags
of legal redundancy.

—_—

The stats of Washington, it l» learned
fronr & report in course of preparation by
& “boundary line commimsion™ at work
at Olympla, Ia cov of Desd
sands Middle sands, and Upper sands, and
her commissioners think that stats would
reap the denefit of not less than 5 @0
from taxation and fishing licenses. Prab-
abiy It s only modssty which prevents
this “comymission™ frem wanting to shift
the boumdary lne emough to the south-

| ward to take in Tongue pelnt, Alderbrook,

Astoria and Clatsop plains,
-

Considerable Interest l» manifested o
tha efforts to estahlish permanently In
Portland a filne symphony orchestri.
Portland audiences will very rarely hear
such agwregations as charm Boston, New
York, and Chicago, If they wailt for the
fine  Eastern orchestras to coma here
Those are luxuries that are few and far
between, because the axpanse of travel
is out of proportion to tha recelpts, Mu-
slclans have conmeluded that if Portland
is to hear very much fine musis, It muas
be fostered and encournged at home.
There are fine players to be found here,
who are willing to devole Uselr time and
talents to such work If patrooage shail
justify it. It is not alone the présence of
players that xives good music. There
must be an interest, a desire to hear and
becoms familiegr with higher music. Play-
ers of tha first rank may be found In o
city where thers s no aggregation of
any merit whatever, The reason they Jdo
not comhine and practics the &IMcull
pléces which can be produced only by ag-
gregation of talant is that there g no
support of such organisatfons. Munic-
lovers feel that Portland should sncour-
age the present fort at such an organl-
zation, and do It effectually and imme-
dlately, as tha beginning !s the Ume when
greatest support ls needed.

+

The famous battle-ship Oregorn had just
arrived o Manfla bay. Befors embarking
for tha United Sintes the officers of the
Second Oregon thought to make = socisl
ecall, as a matter of respect from the repre-
sentatives of the greatl state for which
the battie-ship was named. OfMclal not ce
was given of the date, and no ome doubted
that the reciplents of a magnificent silver
service would be on dress parade to show
their gratftude. e silver servies liseli—
weil, It wouid be In a glass caps, an object
of sdoration by every officer and maa
aboard. The ship was visited, the guns,
engines, decks, quartsts and mlon In-
spected with pleasure. Ench new apartment
entered was supposéd to hoid the sliver
sarvice in state. A shadow of disappoint-
ment filited from face to face of the wisii-
ors when théy completed thelr round and
no silver service wus seen. One of tham
timldly querfed a naval leutenant.

“A sflver servier, you may! A allver
saryiea on board thse Oregomn? Well I
don't remember. You say presented by
your stats: a silver service presented to

his vessel? Btrunge [ naver heard af IL

Let me ask some of the other officers; I
have not been anhoard many mouths.”
Same other offlcers were ssksd, and at
{ast one was found who had heard of sauch
a thing. A steward thought something
was packed beiow that might be it. Men
sent down Into a chamber Dbelow
Itght, and unearthed the Oregon’'s ponch
baw], I those gnod people who were
frenaled over the ruin this form of siiver
service would effect knew how harm-
lassly !t was resting in some secluded
corner of fhe battle-ahip, perhaps they
would recall the!r deprecations. To the
people at large it may he said In appease-
ment that the officers of the Oregon wers
changed much after her efflecta were
packed for tha jong oralse and Mght.

ware

Forty Below.

Hismnrek Tribuse
Just pity the Rouseholdur wha
Must soffer now a thing or twng
ile rises up from bed &t dawn
And hasten his frosied garmentis on
Hip ghivering frame; his fingera Blowe
Thut he may button up his clothes,
And mewka 1o buthe—but nothing Gows
From the pltcher—ile water's frose,

Thes swesrn he junt & little swear
Apnd stumbles down the frany etalre
Down sinks gpen his (rosted kmees
And blowy In valn an ey bresss
Whon he would start the kitchen fire,
Bor makes oo blaze: in hasts and ire
Ta get the harosene he goes,

Bui fedy, slas! the oil l» frose.

Desr, dear’ “Pwould drive s man to driak,
Ha thinks a kindly nip or wink

From the decanter might warm up

Ths inner man. e pefs 3 cup:

Unto the sideboard moves in haste,

And taroe the jug with care, lest waits
Finsoe, and tarne and tomme—-aasught Sowe,
He fnds agnin the llguor's froes.

Now see, with anger In his benrt,

e whitilans shavings nice and fam,

And lays them [n symmetrie llne;

From out his pocket Brings a mateh,
Fesaye In vain to scratch and scratof.
Hip stifesed fingers then ha hlows

To warm—and fAnds his beeath i frome

Ha waps into the alr and seks

To peear—tha frosty foor hut squeais

The' opened wife Bie mouth no word

Or mund or ctteranes can be beand.

Hw waves his arms and stamps the 3cor,
And laaps snd waves and stamps oDoe more,
So wild his anger, for he knows

He canpoet gwear—ala volce la rose




