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MALHEUR COUNTY.

Immigration of 18680 the Largest in
the County's History.

The lmmigration to Malheur county dur-
ing the past year has been the grestest
during its history, and the class of citizsens
making homes here is highly patisfactory,
all of the newoomers having money to buy
homes or Unprove government lands. Most
numerons of these arrivals are the French-
Canadian =nd Hollander colonists, who
have jocsted sbout mix miles south of On-
tario. Other immigrants came from va-
rious Eastern and Southern sintes of the
Union, and are located In every part of the
county.

iIn conseguence of the Increased popula-
tion, the agricultural developmeant of the
county éuring the past year has been &l-
most phenomenal, &s the Immigration has
beez for the most part of the farmer
class, Idtigation with the warious mili-
tary wagon road companies has practically
osased, and these landa sre being thrown
upon the muarkets, increasing the volume
of tiliable lands open for development
The sagebrush has been from
thousands of acres, and hundéreds of mlles
of wire fences have been stretched within
our borders the past scason.

Hay that for several years sold for from
$1 80 to §2 50 per ton, brought in 159 from
& 50 o $19 00, while stock of every kind
found & reafly market at big prices, In
oonseguencs, the old accounts have beésn
puid off, mortgages Taleed and everybody
has money to pay his bills as he goes. In
other words, prosperity, with & big P, has
struck Malbeur land.

In conwegquence of the prosperity pre-
valling here, local capitalista, uniting with
those of other polnts in Eastern Oregon,
heve begun the promotion of entsrprises
and industries {n almost every avenus.
Immense UTigation projects have been
launched, sufficlent to supply 150,000 inches
of waler for irrigation of lands in Mnl-
hour county. A capacions brickyard has
boen established at Ontario, end was run
to ths full extent of its capacity through-
out the pesson. A ocomplete block of
brick business houses has been bullt with a
eolid front om Main strest, and other brick
bouses, both residences and business
houses, have been comnstructed through-
out the city. These ware bullt both for
saje and rent, and all are occupled as fast
es they are fnlsheldl. Altogether, over 100
new houses were bullt in Ontario in 1889,
while the popuiation and volume of busi-
ness transacted was doubled.

Etock Sales and Mining Development

The chie! resource of Malheur county
i= gtockraieing, while agriculture, horticul-
ture snd mining form most important and
valuable occupations, and all of the latter
are repidly increasing in importance. As
&n indication of the lmmense volume of
ths stock Induostry of this section 1t s
shown that there were 60,000 head of eat-
tie shipped from Ontario during June and
July, valued at an average of §5 per head,
making the vast total of SLW0.000 worth
of oattle nione during only two mooths of
the skipping season. This epparently
heavy draft upon the range i hardly per-
ceptible, except for a notabie scarcity now
of aged steers,

Mining has recelved more attention, and
its development proGuced better returns
iast year than at any like period sincs the
eurly days of rich placer diggings io Mor-
mon basin and Malheur City. Dredger-
boat mining along Enake river In this
county has netted vast returns where
carriefl. on by practical miners, but In
many iostances syndicates were formed in
the Eastern states or in Europe, and a
Froject purely thesretical, pul into opera-
tlon, which, of course, falled signally, and
to & certain extent dampened that partic-
ulsr eless of Investments and mining pro-
motions. Bot, as & rule, these Snake river
burs have been both steady and large pro-
@uecers, bringing In good returns wherever
properly worked. On the other hand,
proepecting in the old placer regions has
been productive of many rich finds of
quariz minas, &1l of which have been read-
Uiy dleposed of to capltalists who have put
in the necessary machinery, and now
Flamps are dropping In three quarts mills
in the porthern part of Malheur county,
while many poor prospectors have re-
oeived from $15.000 to 345000 for their Als-
coveriss in rvock. Placer mining ta still
being prosecuted with unabated energy
along al! the streams, and some consider-
able plucer gold Is still being taken out.
Poaket-hunting hss becoms one of the
beet-puying mining plans in the Malheur
Clty country the past year, and several
velnghle pockets have been dlscovered, in-
diateing that there is yet untald rich
treasure In the old and almost abandonsd
districts to the north.

Lund Made Valuable for Settlement.

Wik the completion of the new !rriga-
tion systems now under way, thers will ba
opened to the prospective setiler & vast
ares of agricultural and fruit lands In Mal-
heur county, a land the charastsr of which
Is second to mone in the world for farme-
ing and raising of every variety of frults.
The principal point et which thess at-
tempts are being made to reach Is a =ar-
tion of Jand known es Dead Ox Flat, a
banch of land lying about 10 miles north of
Ontario, and comprising an area of some
40,000 noves of level, rich lands, the anly
drawback to which Is the absence of water
with which to Irrigate crope. 'With the
opening of this vast territory lying con-
tiguous to s Inrge and rich pasturage
range of almost limitless extent, there will
be added to the agricultural resources of
this section an abundant competency for
B¢ more peopla

There has been and is & large end in-
creasing demand for clty and farm prop-
erty In this county, and farm launds have
Incregsed In walue, especlelly those under
the Owyhee mnd Nevnds canals, from 50
to B per cent during the last year. City
property has made corresponding sd-
Vances, s is instanced by the offers made
for lots in the bumt district tn Ontario,
where one corner lot will now bring as
much cigh gg the Jots and bulldings would
bave sold for o year ago,

Much sttention is belng pald to fruit-
ralsing in the Malheur valley at this time
and while the local nurseries sre belng
worked to the full extent of thelr capaci-
ties, TUtah Jdaho snd even Eastern
nurserymen are doing n lucrative business

ng the farmers of this £action. All or-
s are doing & good business for, al-
!haugh shipping Tates wiil not justify com-
petition with const fruitralsers, there Is a
izrge home market and the higher alti-
tuder of the Interior country, where there
are jargs setllements In a non-fruitbearing
wection, give market for all the fruit that
will be profuced for some time to come.
The quallty of Mslheur county frult is
excelient. Our frultgrowers have taken
pramiums st Omohe, Denver, Spokane,
Bolse, and wherever an exhibit has been
rur sire, quality and freedom from
The fruit pests which destroy
and emﬂmﬂt the fruits of clder locall-
mmwuntmde no inrosds upon the
fruit Industry of this country.
Dairying Counld Be Ildse Profitable.

It would reasonably be presumed Lhar
4p & great cattle couniry the dalrying in-

dustry would be of great fmportance, but
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of mies In all stock in this county the
past year. Every stockgrower who set &
price on his animals finaily got It, and cat-
tie, horsss and sheep have besn bought
in bunches, droves and flocks both by lo-
cal and Eastern buyers. Horses have been
l-"“-"'“’l"l"llﬂl pﬂu-mmu and more than

have been sent East from
hm within the past thres months, the
purchase price ranging from 39 to §15 for
unbroken range horses. The glass-eyed
cayuse is practically & thing of the past
on the Malheur hilis, the hard winter and
the Linnton cannery having done the work
of extinction pretty effectuaily. The range
lands of Malhaur county, besides furnish-
ing pasturage for home stockgrowersa,
have pastured over 100,000 sheep for the
Swift and Armour buyers, they having
bought In varlous parts of the state and
shipped to this seclion for pasturage be-
fore finnl shipment East.

Malheur county, with Its more than 2500
square miles of territory, can perhaps of-
fer greater Inducements In the way of un-
developed resources than any other coun-
ty in the stats of Oregon.

JOHN E. ROBERTS,

Omtario, Or.

TILLAMOOK COUNTY.

The Dealryman’s Paradise, Where
Grass Is Green the Year Around.

Tillsmook is one of the wealthiest coun-
tles of Oregon in undeveloped resources.
It has & seacoast of over & miles, ad-
Joining Ciatsop on the north and Lin-
coln on the south, It contains six rivers,
which discharge into the Paclfic ocean.
These rivers, especlally the Wilson and
the Trask, flow through rich timber dis-
tricts, where thers are trees 300 feet high
and as stralght as an arow, walting for
the miliman to menufacture them 1into
lumber for shipment to the markets of
the world. Tillamock bay is where most
of the commerce of the county is car-
risd on, In amall cossting steamers and
lumber schooners, and from where most
©f the lumber, tinned salmon, butter and
chsesa finds its woy to market. The rich,
virgin land of Tillamook walley Is belng
gradoally cleared by the settlers, who
are golng Into dalrying, for there Is no
county in Oregon bettar adapted, consid-
ering natural resources to furnish dalry
products of gll kinds, than Tllamook.
It is esentially a gress country. The bays
furnish fish, principally salmon, and sev-
eral specles of olams, native oysters and
erabs. In the fall of the year the bay
furnishes flne hunting, ducks and geess
beéing plentiful, while. the rivers and
streams afford fine trout-fishing.

The largest sawmill In the county Is on
Tillamook bay, and Is operated by thes
Truckes Lumber Comphny, at Hobson-
ville. The sawmill has a dally capacity
of 75,000 feet, while its box factory and
planing-mil! manufacture 35,000 fest dally.
The largest logging outfit is that of the
Tillamook Logging Company, a corpora~
tion recently formed -to do logging with
all the Intest appllances. About §10,000
has already been expended in the pur-
chase of donkey engines, machinery, elo
A company has been incorporated to run
& sawmlil and do Jogglng by electriclty.

It s expectsd that in the near future
thers will be a great demand for thes
timber lands of Tiliamook county. When
thes mills ocut large quantities of lumber
for export, Tillamook may then be =ald
to have commenced developing her won-
derful and almost insxhaustible timber
résources.

One improvement in road work wus
ths Introduction of planked roads. About
elght miles of this road has been lald be-
twaan Tilamook City end Beaver. The
county purchased a portable sawmill and
operatad it under the superintendency of
County Judge G. W. Bapplngton, It is
proving & great advantage to the set-
tlers.

An Important Industry is salmon-can-
ning, Thers are four canneries In the
county. Large quantitles of salmon salt-
ed In barrels are shipped to markat,

The Dairyman's Parandise.

Tillamook is the dalryman's paradise,
whers grass is king! What makes the
county an ideal dalrying sectlon is that
the land is covered with a thick green
yverdure neariy the entire year. The
adaptabllity of the county to dalrying
is particularly striking. The natural
grasses, the cool summer breezes bLlow-
ing from the Pacific ocean, the numerous
mountain streams which fiow through
the wvalleys, the never-failing ralns, the
luxuriance with which the different clo-
vers and rools thrive—all these advan-
tages comblne to make Tlilamook the
paradise of the dalryman. Not only this,
but the climatic conditions in Tillamook
county are pecullarly sdvantageous to
douirying. The cheese manufaciured here
bas a finer flavor and better keeplng
quulities than that made In other por-
tions of Oregon; hence the great demand
for Tillamook cheese at top prices. The
sume may be sald of Dbutter, owing to
the abundance of green feed nearly the
yoaur round, and clear, wholesome water.
The grass lands noaturally fail into three
clps=es—bottom lands, prairie lands and
hill lends—ths first-nramed belng the most
valusble, To give an ldea of the pro-
ductiveness of the poll, 12 cows can ba
successfully kept on 20 acres of land.
Cheess factories have become 80 numerous
that the déalrymen In & remota district
has about the same market for his milk
as the one IHving nearer the canter of
business, There are elght cheese factories
in successful operation In the county, pro-
ducing about 100,000 pounds of cheese a
year, and four large creameries, besldes
many private creamerles using the sap-
arator process. The large creameries pro-
duce 350,000 pounds of butter annually. A
large number of dairymen ship their but-
ter to the Portland and Ban Francisco
markets, whers there is always a demand
for Tillamook butter. ‘The groas returns
to the dalryman run from 330 to $50 per
cow, per annum, depeénding first upon the
cow, and second upon the bralns end mus-
cle ussd In the business, The subjoined
statement i o good lllustration of what
the Indusirious Tillamook dalryman can
accomplish with a dairy of 12 cows In a
period oovered from Aprll 10 untll Febru-
ary 2:

Amount of butter sold, pounds.... aieg
Average per pound....ceee. $ 01987
AYVETAEE PEr COW..coeranesvonnonvenns B 720

Amount of cash for same...........3620
Eilght cilves 60
Pork F 62

Py (e e T S 143 20

The dabrying Industry of Tillamoock is
yet in its Infancy. It offers splendld in-
ducements to new settlers, with the assur-
ance that It will prove a money-maker.
The dairymen of Tillamook are induse
trious, thrifty and independent, with no
complsint to make of hard times, failure
of crops through bad weather or low
prices for thelr products.

Cranberries mnd Honey,

The southern part of the county is
chiefiy valuable for dairying, stockraising,
general [arming, beekeeping and ecran-
berry-ralsing. The Blg Nestucca river has
& large area of fine bottom lands along its
course and several tributaries that have
fine valleys. Bmall coasling vessels enter
the Nestucca river, which eventually win
be the outlet of the commeérce of that part
of the mmmwduﬂn few countles in Ope-
Konm Can to ralsing mbcﬂu.
but of thoss few, Tillamook 1s

“ha ‘Sand ttke muy this lm‘huw u

rallroads except for locgl needs. To sup-
ply these, a system of short rallway lines,
radiating from Salem as a center, |8 con-
templated, and on one of these, the Salem
& Paclfic Coast rallway, construction has

already begun,

Upon the highways of the county =ome
Improvement may be noted., particularly
those roads belween the state Institutions,
which have been worked by tha convicts
of the penitentiary under authority of an
act passed by the last legisiature, It s
unfartunate for this object lesson in good
roads that the act did not provide for
competent engineering supervision.

New Enterpriases.

Many new enterpriseg ars projectsd
which will doubtless materialize In 1889,
A few have been started and are progress-

‘west, B0,000,000,000 feet of timber being
mnlury 1o it. Large areas of timber |
changed hands during 188, presum=-
ably with the purposs of lumber manu-
facture  In the nmear future. There are
only two small sawmills operating in this
vast body of timber, Donkey engines and
other modern appllances are being in-
troduced for logging purposes, The tim-
ber consists of spruce, fir, cedar, larch and
hemlock, some tracts running as high as
16,000,000 fast to the quarter section. Spruce
has been the prinelpal timber logged thus
far. It ls In great demand for boxes, kegs,
barrels and other packages, belng a taste-
less and odorless wood. L
The Nehalem s, par excellence, the
sportsman’s paradise, Four kinds of sal-
men teem o Its waters In thelr respactive
seasons, keeping two canneries running.
Balmon trout are also very numerous and
take the troll freely. In the tributaries,
fine fishing for mountaln trout may be
had. Ducks and gesse abound In the full
and winter months, and In the woods are
pheasants and quall, coon, wildcat, bear,
cougar, deer and slk.
The river bottom lands of the Nehalem
are the richest and produce Immense root
orops, white clover In particular belng

out solls, the cultivation of which but a

fow yeara ago would excile comment and

ﬂsrhlnn whenever soms “‘book-farmer’
shamefacedly venturs a cautlous

experiment, has become 50 common &

crop that the product of the county al-

ready exceeds the home cgnsumptlon.

Hops,

Of the 15,000 or 17,000 acres in Ore-
gon devoted to hops, about &0 are
located in Marion counry, and sbout 3000
in Polk county, thus making Balem the
great hop centor of the siate. In 1559
about 27,000 bales were raised In Marion

county. This is less than the average
yleld, which iz sbout 35,000 to 35000 bales.
There is probably no crop which places
50 much money In general clréulation as
hops, through wages pald to pickers, about
$11,000 baing required {o harvest the Marion
county hops alone.

Horticulture,

About 10,000 acres In Marion county are
given to frult, of which N0 acrea are de-
voted to prunes, easlly the first In Impor-
tance. The output ls growing rapidly.
Two years ago but a few dried prunes
were exported, while last year 130 car-
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sure to grow to large proportions and be-
coms a factor In the development and In-
dustrial prosperity of the county, A few
years mgo cranberry-raising In Tillamook
was In its experimental stage, Today,
they who first experimented In cranberry
ralsing are possessors of valuable cran-
berry bogs. The vines are well adapted
to Tiliamook climate. They grow vigor-
ouxly, and, where the bogs ara properly
prepared, they are enormously productive.

Another industry In this part of tha
county {8 the production of honey, which
cannot be surpassed for flavor, color or
sweetness, The early settlers soon found
out that thia part of the county was the
home of the honey bee. The Nestucea val-
leys cannot be surpassed in the advantages
offered for the making of honey., Whita
clover, which, aplarists say, produces the
best honey, seems to be the natural prod-
uct of the Nestucea, Naturally, dalrying
soon atiracted the attention of the set-
tlarg, and with the advent of the cream-
ery and the cheese factory, the south
part of the county is just na progresslve
and enterprising In the manufacture of
butter and chaese as other parts,

Resources of the Nehalem,

There are wonderful possibllities ahead
for the Nehalem regilon as a lumbering
district. This region Is In the northern
part of the county, and, In all probablility,
it will be from that dlrectlon that a rall-
road will enter Tillamook ecounty. The
timber resources of the Nehalem are prac-
tically Inexhaustible for the next 60 years.
Like other parts of the county, especially
algng the Wilson and Trask rivers, the
Nehalem country contains great foresty

| indigenous and everlusting. Timothy and
other grasses yleld from three to four tons
of hay per acre. This, with our never-
falllng rains, makes It an 1deal dalry coun-
try.

j Nehalem is destined to bscome an Im- |
portant lumbering center, ana will be one
of the first places to feel the eflects of and
profit by the bullding of the Nicaragun
canal. Covered with virgin forest, what
Nehalem most needs s the advent of the
lumberman &nd mililman to cut and saw
thls immensa forast for tha markets of tha
world; to be followed by the dalryman
and stockralser, with clover and grass, to
make this one of the finest portions of
| Uncle' Bam'a domaln.

For mora information pertaining to Tilla~-
mook, write to the Headllght, Tillamook
City, for an [lllustrated and descriptive
edition of the county., which will be sent
free, FRED C. BAKER,

Tillamook, Or,

MARION COUNTY.

Hops the Principanl Crop Railned,
With Wheat Second.

Immigration Into Marion county in 189
was larger than that of any year since
1833, 'While no part of the county has
been neglected, the northeastern portion
hag perhaps been more highly favored
than other sections, ThesSe new additlons
to our population are generally men of in-

| loads wers ghipped and the estimated out-
put for pext year Is at least 250 carloads
Experience has demonstrated that it s
| ordinarily more profitable to dry the
. prunes tham to ship tham gresn, hence
nearly every grower ls supplled with one
or more modern svaporators.
Dairying,

The development of the dalry Industry
proceeds very satisfactorily,. Fow new
creameries have actually been started,
but much has been accomplished In the
evolution of conditions lmmediately prece-
dent. Dalry berds are belng Increased,
poorer stock weeded out, better straing of
dairy stock Introduced, the ralslng of en-
sllage crops for winter feeding ls becom-
Ing common, and more silos have been
bullt during 1899 than existed In the coun-
ty before. To show what can be done In
ralsing winter feed. I offer the following
fustration: A farmer of this county sowed
lea than 24 acres, of only ordinary fertil-
Ity, to vetches (with rye) in the fall He
cut this erop early enough In the spring
to plant the same ground to corn. Of
vetches he had enough to il his 25-ton sllo
and had four tons left, and was compelled
to build another I5-ton sllo to hold his
corn ensllage, thus ralsmmg more than X
tons of aucculent winter feed per acre,
which tends to prove the contention of
that veteran dalryman, George W. Weaks,
that in this vicinity at least when brains
ara o factor, & cow can be kapt to ezch
acra of arable land.

" Sheep mnd Goats.

Bheep husbandry {s flourishing In the
county. The number of sheep and goats
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Comparative Diagram Showing Expenditures for Public Eduncation in Oregon.
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of big trees. Many of the trees are 40
feet in circumference and over 300 feet
high. Most of the forest trees measure
from 15 to 20 feet in girth, and are often

Nehalem river dralns & watershed of
over 200 square miles, Including the north
and south forks of ths river, all of which
haye sufficlent water to float logs the
entire rnr Along this vast stretch h::

free from limbs for the Prat 160 feat. 'rne’

|tenlganea and means, and appear to be
skiliful farmera, who, by wedding Eastern
| thrift to Oregon pmducnum, will assist
in the development of that higher sgri-
culture which is rapidly sscending to o
higher plane, Such diversification as s
adapted to the present development of the
;state and the requirements of Its urban
| population comes with Increasingly rapid
strides, an dwlll soon crystalllzse Into some
particular rotation, which, having due ref- |
ttlbh “ug'hlnm ;:ﬂ![ mu!ﬂﬂ

| prevent the n o w tha
indispensable accompaniment nlnﬂn

i th,leh

| has increased by more than 10 per cent

during the past year, and the quality has

correspondingly lmproved. Goats are found

especially valuable in elearing brush land.
ll!ner-h‘.

The mineral resources of Marion county
are unquestionably great, but their devel-
opment has been retarded durlng the past
I two years by the overahadowlng Klondike
i boom. This haas la:! prospectors to neglect

the rich felds at thelr doors, which can
| bes explolted in comfort and safety, for the
alluring promises of the frozen north,
but too often yisld a very inudequate

- for much expenditure, tolland pri-

ooun
cnu?!n the output, both for export and
home consumption. Timber lands have
advanced greatly {n valus, and the demand
for them has never bean equaled
Comparative Crop Valuesa.

Whils the wheat crop has slightly de-
creased In & merles of yeara, owing to a
diversion of acreage to other and more
profitable crops, the decrease bears no
comparison to the value of the crops sub-
stituted. It will surprise many of our own
people to realize that while the aggregute
wheat yield is nearly what it always has
been, it has already fallen in value far
below ths first place In our county prod-
ucts.

Following in a table showing wvalues of
the principal agricultural producis, based
upon average prices and ylelds:

Wheat, 500,000 bushels at 50 cents. $400,000 00
Onts, €00,000 bushels at 30 cents.. :T&um (0]

Hay, 35,000 tons at 35.. 2
P:Alil.m £00,000 buahels nt Be.... 150,000 ﬂu

Shﬂg 45,000 in number), wool,
187, fﬁonnd.l. at 15 cenls, §20.560;
Inoerease, 75 per cent, !ILDDG‘ a
B, FR0 ..ccoonineee
Prunes, 312,000 potmd-!.
Other fmlu - e =

poh 3,000 bales of ‘180
cents per pound........c.es TE2,400 00

From this table it will be seen that the
hop ecrop, produced from leas than one-
sighth of tha wheat acreage, brings in a
revenue 83 per cent grealsr., When the
ing favorably, but advancement upon this
line bas been in the revival of old indus-
tries which have been allowed to lan-
gulsh, rather than In the establishment of
new ones.

Material Prosperity.

The present conditlon of the county an
to material prosperity is excellent. The
sssassor's returns show an Increass of
more than 0 per cent In the monsy re-
ported, and & decrease of more than 13 per
cent in notea and accounts; merchants
have had a good trade with satlsfactory
collections, and the banks report a large
Increase In the number of depoaitors and
the average sixe of deposits—in some banka
both bhave nearly doubled.

Inducementn to Settlers,

It is doubtful If another county in ths
state, where all counties present extraordl-
nary Inducements, offers equal advantages
to the intending settler. A fertlle soll
adapted to every product of the temperats
sone, and watered by a hundred streams,
with virgin forests of inexhaustible tim-
ber, with a profusion of raw materials
of every kind waiting for the manufacturer
to utilize the splendld water-powers to be
found on every stream, both great and
small, and which will surely make this a
great manufacturing county whenever our
trade reintions with the Orlent are adjust-
ed and the Pacific coast awakens to her
opportunities, with numerous cities and
towns affording ample facilities for trade
snd commerce, with an excellent transe
portation system combining rall and river;
with & flne educational system, beginning
with the district school and ending wilth
the pride of Balem, the Willametts uni-
versity; with the capital of the stats and
its numercus public institutions located at
Balem, all these offer to the Immigrant a
peerless opportunity, Taking it all in all,
we claim that, In a atate second to nona
in the Unlon for great and varied natural
resources, Marion county i still the ban.
ner county in the valley, without a peer in

the world. HENRY B. THIELSEN.
Balem.
SHERMAN COUNTY.

Rleceipts of Wheat by Warchouses
Amount to 3,000,000 Bushels.

Sherman county may be classed as one
of the great wheat-ralsing belts of thas
state. It forms part of ths plateauy re-
gion of the Inland Emplre, with a front-
age of 80 miles on the Columbia river,
which 8 its northern boundary. On the
western Iimit of the county is the Des
Chutes river, and on the eastarn bor-
dar the John Day. Of thess three rivars
the Columbls alone !s navigable, and at
present only so far as The Dallaa. The
new project of bullding a portage rall-
road around the rapida between that polnt
and Celilo will, however, open the river
to nmavigation, and Sherman county will
then have all the advantages of a mari-
time county,

The Deschutes river is a splend!d moun-
taln stream, which comes rushing from
its source In the Cascade mountains, and
for its whole length abounds in minlaturs
waterfalls and sparkling rapids. This riv-
er is well stocked with salmon and rain-
bow trout, the latter taking the fly readi-
Iy during the spring and summer moaths.
Along this stream and on the John Day
may be found the home ranches of the
sheep and catilemen, comfortable home-
steads, well sheitered from the biting
blasts of winter, Here thelr flocks are
fed during that period, and coma forth
in the spring In excellent condition, ready
for shipment to market.

On leaving the rich river bottoms, we
come to the renowned whest flelds of
Bherman county, which stretch away on
every slde as far as the eye can reach.
In this region farm operations zssume gi-
gantic proportions, but owing to tha use
of the most Improved machinery seeding
and harvesting on thess vast wheat farms
are accomplished with amazing rapldity.
To give an ldea of the magnitude of the
whenat Industry In this county it may here
be stated that the different warehouses
have already handled 3.000,000 bushels of
wheat this season. Quantities of cats and
barley have also been ralsed, and several
acres of flax tried as an experiment
Judging from tha returns obtained from
flax, there s no reason why this Dew In-
dustry may not yet ba developed and be-
coma of considerable Importance.
Large Stock Shipmenta to the Enaat.

‘While the flocks and herds have In great
measure given place to the plow and har-
row, the sheep lcdusiry |s stlll an import-
ant factor, and 40.000 head may stil be
found in Sherman county. Large ship-
ments of mutton sheep and lambs were
made over the Columbla Bouthern rafl-
road last summer to the Chicago mar-
ket and other point East Cattle also
form an Important part of the couni¥'s
rasources, numerous, well-bred anlmals
belng bought from time to tima by our
local stockmen for breeding purposes,
while large droves of beef cattls are
shipped every year. Of horses, there are
nlso a plentiful supply, (he Bherman
county draught horse being of the
finest in the United States, Numbera of
hogs are ralsed, still the demand Is great-
er than the supply. Thousands of pounds
of bacon are shipped from the Eastern
states, and fortune awalts the man who
will take hold of this Industry and con-
duct It on business principles. Hog chol-
ern and other diseasses prevalent among
thess animals In other localities are un-
known here.

It does mnot follow becauss Sherman
county Is not & heavlly Umbered coun-
try that an ample svpply of lumber ia
not obtalnable within her bordars. A faw
enterprising capitnlists established a saw
mill on the Deschutes river, seven miles
from the city of Moro, last summer. Saw-
logs are floated from the dense forests
which abound near the headwnters of the
ifatolls river, in Crook county. A large
quantity of rough and pianed lumber wns
cut ‘last year. It found ready sale in the
neighboring towns,

The traveler on the O. B, & N. will, it
ha wishes to make Sherman county a
visil, leave tne cars of the O. B & N.
at Biggs, the northern terminus of the
Columbla Southern rallroad, and takes his
seat in one of the comfortable coaches an
that line. An hour's ride will bring him
to Wasco, s lively Eastern Orogon town.,
Here the North Pucific flour mills and
other live business enterprises are lo- ]

cated. Leaving this !mportant
polnt, ancther abhort ride will
to Moro, the county seat whers
fAnd o bustiing buysiness town, with
ulation of about T, several me

stors3, an {ron foundry, large
bouses, bank and tha naw cou
completad, at o cost of NGV

for the present, the tarminus of
lumbia Bouthern rallroad, but &
to bave that bonor, as work on
tension of the ilne, 40 miles
ing pushed rapidly, and by
articie 15 In print will be comp
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Grass Valley, a growing town N milas
south of Moro. Here may be found the
usual complement of business houses thas
£o to make up a thriving Western tows:

also the Baptist academy, where s ntimm-
ber of students are being perfectad in the
higher dranchea of study. Bealdes this
seat of [¢arning, Shermman couaty ts wall
equipped for the inatruction of hes youthy
huaving at the pragent 33 publie schools,
with an attendance of 1308 puplls, pre=
sided over by & staff af efficient teachers.

to three places of worship. This yewr tha
beautiful new Mathodist Eplscopal chureh
in Moro was bulit by voluntary subderip-
tion, at & cost of JHO0L

No Better Opportaaltics Anywhere,

Not in the great West !s there a better
fleld for the immigrant and homeseeker
than that offered by Sherman county.
Many good homes have Dbeen secured,
and & vast aren of Uilabls land has been
recinimed during the past year, chiefly in
the southern portlon of the county. Yet
there !» much avallabis egricultural land
awalting tha plow, and some can be had
for the cost of fling and entry under the
homestsad laws of the TUnited Stales,
Marny tracts have been taken up in anticl-
pation of the facilitiss offered for trans-
portation by the new ilne of milromd.
which runs through the centsr of this
region. Government [ands settled on &
fow months ago are now valuabls prop=
arty, and men who have secured them for
a small ouilay have suddenly Dbecome
quite comfortably situated, Intending set-
tiers ahould bear In mind that snaps of
tils kind are becoming scurcer and scarcer
s time passes. They who wizsh to secure
homesa at 4 nominal cost must fake time
by the forelock or they will find In &
year or two no frees government land to
be had. They who come with modernts
means ard who wish to buy improved
farms, can suit themselves. Good land
can ba had for 38 an acre, and veary de-
sirable farms, with substantia]l dulldings,
may be purchased for from $10 to 313 an
acre, on easy terma Then thers ls al-
ways an opportunity to rent. 3Many men
who have o competiency ralalng wheat or
running stock, are willing to rent fo &
good tenant, and many who made & Degine-
ning In this way now own the larms the¥y
first rented.

A gilance at the finanelal standing of the
county may be of Interest. When this
county was cut off from Wasco In IS5l
it assumed an indeabtedness of about
5000, snd In August, 15838 all warrants
up to date hal been called In. Thus I
will be seen that Bharman, although one
of the smallest countles, ls probably In a
better financial condition tnan any county
in the stata. This splendld showing can
be accounted for by the fact that such
n large proportion of ita territory can be
brought under cultivation. There is bud
littla waste or barren land, all or nearly
all the soil belng susceptibis of cultiva~
tion, and to thess conditions may be large-
1y attributed Sherman county's prosperity,

To tha capitallst theres is here no limit
to tha possibiiltiea Take for sxzample,
the immense Water power of the Des-
chutes which, in the near future, !s sure
to bo utillzed for wvarious enterprises.
But this ls a subject which space forbids
to enlargs on.

In conclusion, let me say that the cli-
mata of Shermpan county compares favor-
ably with that of any county In the
world. Owing to our bracing alr, pul-
monary dissases are naver known to orig-,
inate hers, and settlers who come from
the ague-inden swamps of lesa favored lo-
calities socn get rid of ths malurinl
poison, and once mors fesl able to snjoy
life. M FITEMAURICE.

Moro, Or.

UMATILLA COUNTY.

Sales of Products Last Year Brought
$3,350,000 to the People.

Umatilla county's progrese in 120 was
manifested quits as much n the contin-
ulty of the movement towards permanent
prosperity heretofors started, as in the
Insugurntion of any new entarprises
Solidification of business, slimination of
old-tims looss methods, growth of the
system of cash puyments replacing long-
tims credits, abhorrence of dabt, appil-
cation of business principles to farming
operations, even distridbution of retall
trade throughout the year instsad of phe-
nomensl sales at one perfed and slack
Sales at others, retentlon of surpius
maney (rom last crops instead of unwise
expenditures for things not needed—thesa
constituts the elements of Umatilis coun-
ty's progress during 1885, Specifically
stated, they would fill & volums with in.
teresting fgures, for this progress has
been extremely gratifying. Ita teiling
complete, as, indeed, In any previous yoar,
would read lke & romance. Answering
tho question askad By The Oregonfan:

“Has Umatilla county baen prospercus
during 15887

Emphatically, yess. This !» prowed by
the statement of the quantity of grains,
Uvestock, wool, millstuffs and other things
produced. It is proved by the marvaiows
demand for bullding materinls, which has
taxed, beyond ability to supply, ewery
mill, shop and factory in the county, and
mads heavy draft on mills of other towna,
It Is prevad By the fact that the produce
tion, per cuplta, for the year, was 35i:
by the production of commaeditise which,
sold and shipped out, brought in B0~
0 in goid. or more than three-elghths of
ths toial assessed wvalualion of all the
property In the county. It is proved by
tha absolute independence of a commu-
nity essentially agriculturmal, which, sot-
withstanding that almost the entire 1959
wheat crop remalned In the houses, un-
sold, with a large portion of the 12M crop
2lso unmold, was abie to and did carry {t-
self through the term of annual setile-
ments without placing encugh mortgages
upon the county records to worry haif
4 dogen well-to-do farmers o satisfy
them. 1t is proved by the number of
substantial brick businsss bulldings sand
tha very many comfortabls pasi.
dences erected during the year In
every town:; and the forther fact
that every room thus provided n sddie
tion to those already In wuse was icassd
before the ground was broken for the
excavations, It I3 proved by the stale-
ments of the county’'s hanking houses,
which, with the equal of one antire wheat
erop still in the bands of the growers,
are yet burstiyg with coin and currency.
over 5,000,000 being !In the two Pandiaton
banks alone. It is proved to the thougit-
ful observer, who, visiting the towns of
the county, will maks futlle sear-h for
ons citizen heard uttering one compinint
of being “hard up.'" And 12 i» still fur-
ther proved by ths fact that not an scre
of tillable land can now be rentsd. or &
quarter section of range land leased In
ths entirs county.

Immigration has been standy, although
ot lurge In volume, But, thoss added to
our population from other states have
besn of the best class of citisens Indus-
trioun, frugal. and in the majority of
cases posgessed of money enough comfort-
ably to settle themselves by thes purchase
of lands or homes in the towns. The qual-
Ity rather than ths quantity has deen ihe
feature of Umatilla county's laflux of pop-
aiation during 1838,

Agricultural Products

It has become & familiasr fact that Uma-
tilla county produces, on A% averngs, one
per cent of the wheat crop of the Usnited
Btates. The average for many ysans
has besn 5,000,000 bushels. This m't?t:
crop was cut down not lesy than 3 per

5 - g

»




