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Never sinoe chs ploneers drove thelr
~across the -plains have  the
Oregon been so genulnely
Pprisperous de’ they werslast 'yéar, The
Sremignt activity prevalied In every
ealling thal engages the energles of
oar people, and edvancement was gen-
weral in all branches of Industry. While
prices for some commodities were not
» good &8s in IS8E, producers have not
been forced to sell Large crops and
fatr prices in 567 and 1888 made pro-
. @ucers financially independent, and
those who are not satisfied with pres-
. et market conditions are In position
20 hold thelr 1809 crops for higher prices
wiithout borrowing money to tide them
over. The producing classes, notwith-
slanding thelr large boldings for im-
proved mirkets, Tifver wate better off.
Productions of farm, orchard, dairy
‘@hd range amounted. last year to $45,-
B80.537. This inclulftes $5,500,000 which
deg of stock brought into the siate.
The yield of minerals was $3,743,103, of
wrhich §35,285,000 was gold, $181,840 silver
and 3064168 conl. Menufactures were,
soccording to the best estimate, $58,140,-
205, The lumber cut, which is incloded
#n manufsctures, was the largest in
the history of the state. It smounted
L0 865,550,000 feet, valued &t $6,238350.
Multnomsh county broke all records
with & cut of 206,000,000 feet. The prod-
mot of fisheries wes $2,448,156. Port-
janf's foreign commerce for the twelve
smotithe ended November 30, 1809, was
$5,120,508. This makes & total of $117.-
85982 for products and foreign com-
merce,

Demand for stock never was better.
% only check to larger trading in
this induetry s the imability of stock-
men to mest the Semands of buysrs

Horticulture is passing from the con-
_trol of the careless and the negligent
anfl into the hands of men who will
' glve sclentific management to orchards

Mining is out of the experimental stage
in every section of Oregon where min-
. eral 1 found, snd the ¢ra of large pro-
duction has dawned. The only unsat-
fsfactory condition is the slow growth
of manufacturing. Bo long as our pec-
pie contizue to ship hogs, wool and
high-grade lumber .to the Esst and
doy them back, with transcontinental
frelghts added, as bacon, clothing and
furniture, Just so long will industrial
- dévelopment arag.
= Immigration was emall last year, but
it was of 2 high type. The newcomers
ware mainly npative-born Americans
frem the Mlddie West, with a sprink-
ling from the Atlantic states. They
ore the cream of the Hasterners now
settiing in the Facifio statee. They
come well provided with funds either
o buy or make bomes. Oregon's pop-
wmlstion, according to the federsl cen-
gus o be tsken this yesr, should not

be far from 425,000,

Ont of the surest signs of the pros-
perity is the enormeus store of ready
money, Our people are financially in-

deperifient 07 the East 1t i conserv-

imuvely estimated that the national,
forelgn, state and private banks of Ore-
gon, Washington and Ydsho are now
warrying Individus! deposits of nearly
856,000,000, Individus]l depoeits of the
national banks of Oregon were $11,781,-
I8 32, on September 7, 1895, Those of
the npatiopal banks of Portland were
$7.865572 08 on December 2.

All the towne of the state are stead-
fly Increasing in population, but there
s no extravagance Municipal expen-
ditures are kept down Lo the lowest
poich, Portlend has made rapid growth
snd extended lis trade. Its population
Is nediing 100,000, Last yeaY its job-
bing & groranced o’ $100,000,000, an
dmevkake of 735 per cent over 158" Its
bank clearings resched a totsl of §91,-
D 8L Sales of resl estate were
?:1” 2l. New bulldings, costing

, were bufit. Al towns in the
Northwest made substantial progress,
but their growth has not endangere
Portland's supremucyy z

Our peopls begin the neEw Year pros-
perous and contented; with well-filled
purses =nd practically no debt; with
oonfidence In the future of the state
and it= Institutions; with conservatism
born of the experience of depression;
with modern meihods in the manage-
ment of thelr affairs: and with the
walves of energy wide open. They are
Epurred to mewm and greater endeaver
by the opportunities which these pro-
gressive tlmes, the resources of the
siste and the Iinvestment of ountside
waplital offer to intelligent effort. The
_entire state bresthes the spirjt of prog-
pess. Great s was the development of
1 3885, that of 1960 will be greater.

"

P If we Insist, s we plainly are In-
g, upon the opan door gt Port Ar-

Sgthur and Kise Chau and Kwang Chao
Van, how shall we refuse it at Manila

[ Such inconsistency is incredible,
" e ¥ei egual privileges for trade =t
American ports invalves a revolution in
Americsn political theorles. Apparent-
}y, uniess the threatened republican
pevolt in oongress exceeds its ' present
@imensiops, the open door in the de-
. peadencifs and the reciprocity treaties
with France, Argentina, Nicaragua and
the British West Indles, will put an
S enl forever to exclusive tarllf policles
part of the TUnlted States. This
¢ be the stroke of policy that will
wer Mr, Bynum's party from polling
| haw 8.000.000 voles In 1904 It would be

W

long years were effected by ita enemles,

while it tarried to play with currency

debasement, sympathy with riot and

opposition to the government in tlme

of forelgn war, .. . % o
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GOOP MONEY AND PLEXTY OF IT.

Although the amount of money In
the country is greater than ever before,
both In the aggregate and per capita,
the vapid_increase shows mo signs of
sbatersent: [The director of the mint
reports our gold product for the year
just closed at $70,604,170, an incresse of
$5.236.670 over 1598, and our siiver prod-
net at §74,424.608 (coinnge value), an in-
creage for the year of $4040,211. A large
portion of this silver has been sold
abroad, bui the gold has been added
to our m stock Within the
year we Bavetmborted as_much zﬁlﬁ
as We have exported, éven Includins
the shipments for Europs now on the
Atlantie, so that from gold slone Wwe
have increased our money within the
year by at jeast $70,000,000.

Prophecies of dire dlsaster by the sil-
verites have come (o grief, and for pro-
posals of inflation have been substituted
through natural processes accretions
of money and currency, every dollar of
which is as good s gold. As Repre-
sertative Grosvenor reminded the coun-
try in the progress of the debate on
the reform bill, the eurrency has gained
nearly $400,000,000 in the thres years
since Bryan was defeated. The gold
stock hes lnereased $178,000,000; silver
dollars, $1%,000,000; subsidlary sllver,
$14,000,000; treasury notes, $1,000,000
bank notes, $20,000,000; gold certificates,
$6.000,000; siiver certificates, $48,000,000.

Speculators that were nipped in the
recent gqueeze in New York and Boston
might Inguire where all this money has
gone, as there is & stringency in sup-
plies available for their use. The an-
swer s that the money has gone into
the country, absorbed In trade, depos-
fted as gavings of the people in banks.
In this Httle town of Portland banks
contaln no less than $3,000,000 in cash,
and the individuail deposits of Oregon,
Washington and Idsho banks are not
far from $50,000,000, On the Pacific
const generally, and throughout the
South and West, banks are practically
independent of the great money centers
and have yvastly mors funds on hand
than they nre able to find safe and
profitable use for.

It is sn exhibit In prosperity and
solid resources that may well put the
Bryantines at their wits’ end for an is-
sue on which to go before the people
next year, and one that has already
stiffened the backbone of our timorous
republican polfticians, whom the word
“gold" bas been wont to throw into a

panic.

THE REGISTRY LAW.

A bright spot in Oregon’s political
history {= the new registration law,
which goes Into effect today. It has
taksn & long time to bring the reform
about, and there is good reason to fear
the act &s it stands is far from perfect.
But & beginning has been made, and
amendment will do. the rest. In the
history of ballot reform there are mo
steps backward. When the voter has
once tasted fresdom from the tyranay
of the political boss, he never goes
pack to put his neck in the old yoke.

It is an opportune time to pay A
tribute to the cranks and enthusiasts
who have carried on this uphill and
thankless task, for the purification of
the ballot is thelr work and theirs
alone, The most Unpopular man in his
day and generation Is the reformer. His
mortel enemy is the boss. He is held
in scorn by the practical man, and his
gpproach i§ the signal for busy per-
sons to close the door and be con-
sumedly busy. But he 4= nothing
daunted, and when he Is dead the re-
nown he earned will be freely bestowed.
It was through that arch-offender, Mr.
Ed. Bingham, that the strange and un-
welcome Australien bellot was forced
upon us years ago. We took it with
& wry face, but the politicilan does not
iive who would dare propose to take
it from us today. Probably the chief
credit for this registration law Is Mr
Bingham's aiso; and we shall be sur-
prised If he does not gird on his armor
now for ancther campsaign, whose ob-
ject shall be extension of the registry
law to the primsries—a measure of re-
form for whose neglect thers Is no
excuse and which should be enacted by
the next legislature, I

Everybody should register, It 1s no
use to wall about the corruption of pol-
itles or the poor quality of officlals or
the power of the boss, and then neglect
ihe primaries or stay at home election
day. Good citizenship that preaches
and scolds, but is too busy to vote, 1sn't
worth much. Bupport of the new law
by registration is the most effective
way to secure its perfection and purify
our politics,

THE FORCES N SOUTH AFRICA,

General Joubert is reporied as having
sald recéntly that the Dutch population
of the two republics is but 170,000, fur-
nishing sn army of 50,000 men. But it
would not be possible to form an army
of 50,600 men out of a total population
of 170,000. It is probable that a good
many foreigners are in the Boer serv-
ice; also. Dutch from the British prov-
inees; for the indlcations are that the
Hoers bave at least 50,000 men under
ATrmsSs.

At the outbreak of the wer the Brit-
ish war office reported that the Brit-
ish forces in Bouth Africa amounted
to 24,746 regulars, all “iralned and ma-
ture men.” These original forces, less
the members lost in battle and by dis-
esse, are mostily shut up in Leadysmith,
Kimbérley and Mafeking. Probably
15.000 effective men of these forces re-
madn. xR

The British authorities do not now
give out information &s to the numbers
and movements of their troops; but it
is known that the reinforcements which
already have arrived cerry the British
forces up to at least 85,000 men. Be-
sideg 4hese, over 15,000 colonlial trobps
have been recruited; and this colonial
force 1 very wvaluable, since it has a
large proportion of mounted men. In-
cluding these troops and the naval
brigade which reached Ladysmith be-
fore the complete Investment of the
pizce by the Boers, the British num-
bers now must reach and may exceed
100,600. In addition the British govern-
ment is_hurrying ts preparations, with
all possible eriergy, 14 transport an ad-
ditlonal foroe, ‘estimated at 60,000 men,
the last of whom should arrive in Feb-
ruary, at farthest. These reinforce-
ments gre mostly from England, but
considerable numbers are from Canada,
Australie and India.

Here 15 the largest muster of whits

/ s mv
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troops ever gathered under the Britlsh
flag. But the contast iz of & kind that
requires at least three men to one; for
the Boers are wise enough never to
attack. Tt i= clear that the British
gtrength has been from the first and
even yet {8 nullified by lack of concen-
tration. - The plan of General Buller
IHMMWMW.HW
the: line of the Orange and Modder

| rivers, g0 as to make them let go of

Natal and Ladysmith; buot it requires
more men than thus far have been at
his disposal, If now General Buller has
86,000 men at his disposal (not includ-
fng the beleaguered garrisons, which
L &ve not ot Bis disposal) he cannot, af-
ter detaching the-mecessary forces for
protection of his communications, bring
much more than 50,000 in direct and
geiive movement against nearly or
quite equsl numbers of & brave and
vigilant enemy, holding the interior
line, superior in mobility, supplied with
the best arms in the world, and stand-
‘fng Gn 'the defensive. Buller's army
thus fsr has been utterly unequal to
the execution of sound strategy.

GOVERNOR-GENERAL WOOD.

If General Wood is not the very best
man that could have been appointed
governor-general of Cuba, everybody
thinks he ig, .which, for all practical
purposes, comes to the same thing. As
physician, sanitarian and soldier, he
has made & record that promises suc-
cess in the career upon which he has
entered with greatly widened powers.
In some circles his sppointment 15 re-
garded with great satisfaction as a
neaded blow to the principle of irom-
cled senfority in the army. Becretary
Root hes, perhaps, not more Venera-
tion for the traditions of the army than
necessary for the Impartlal discharge
of the dutles of his position, and he de-
sires to promote men on their merits,
This, it is conceded, he has done in this
instance. Having proved himself a
msan who can do things with a mini-
mum of mistakes, General Wood has
fairly won the promotion which the
secretary of war was bold enough to
give him. General Wood is a well and
favorably advertised, hence a well-
known and popular man. He has writ-
ten for the magasines and been written
about, end he wss advanced with
extraordinary rapidity, considering the
claims of many of his co-workers to
advancement In accordance with mili-
tary usage.

Criticism in army circles In regard to
his appointment is disarmed, however,
by the fact that his civic rather than
military qualities won for him this ap-
pointment, and that civil abllity rather
than military responsibility will be re-
quired for the successful discharge of
his duties. The civil administration of
Cuba requires the judgment of a civil-
{an rather than the unbending methods
of the military man, and It also re-
quires a man who is widely known and
whose reputation, civil and military, 18
established upon a popular basis, These
requirements General Wood meets, and
the very fact that he Is a civilian,
though necessarily holding military
rank, will make it easler for men who
outrank him in the service to sérve un-
der or with him in their purely mili-
tary capacity.

It is a fact that augurs well for the
success of his administration that the
department commanders in Cuba,
though &1l much his senior as soldiers,
geem to have welcomed him very cor-
dially; while, more important still, the
Ciubang are apparently disposed to ac-
cept ‘his administration with confidence
and hope. Thus equipped for work in
his new field of endeavor, and with
the fuli sanctlon of public opinion &t
home, Governor-General Wood assumes
the diffleult role to which he has been’
assigned under very favorable ausplices,
and starts with every opportunity to
accomplish excellent results. His title
has a sound to which American ears
gre unaccustomed, but with which they
must, under changed conditions, soon
become familiar. Our success in the
mansgement of our new possessions
and dependencies depends largely upon
the interpretation given to this unfa-
miliar title by the men who bear It,
and, unless Indiextions are greatly at
faunlt, the administration of General
Wood as governor-general of Cuba will
do much to relleve the title from the
odium that was attached to it in the
American estimation by the odlous rec-
ord made by Spanish generals, and es-
peclally in recent years by Weyler,

There I8 no probabllity that Senator
Clark, of Montana, will be turned ont
of the senate, It cost him ¥1,200,000 10
get the geat, which is but one-fourth of
his income for & year, snd his chief
manager, John B. “Wellcome, has been
disbarred by the supreme court of
Montana from practice in the courts of
the gtate, for complicity in the con-
spiracy to purchase the seat. But the
senate has no mind to encourage in-
quiry into the methods by which its
members are elected; so Clark s in
little danger., In Montana the grand
juries were "fixed” at the beginning,
and the coming ones will be “fixed"
till the statute of limitations shall have
run. Clark has unlimited money, the
product of great mines; and money
“goes.” There would be a remedy
against these abuees If senators wers
elected by popular vote; but the sen-
ate blocks the way to the ameéndment
of the constitution necessary to secure
that result. An hereditary body might
not be an improvement, but it couldn't
be worse.

Negleet of engineer officers affords
slgnificant corroboration of Great Brit-
gin's well-known inefficlency In the
early stages of land operations. It is
& counterpart of our similar errors in
the early months of the Spanish war.
We are not a military people, neither
is Great Britain, and .the evidence of
it is sometimes humiliating. Yet the
basis of the inefficiency lies in quali-
ties of supreme value. These are an-
tipathy to militarism and devotion to
the sris and labors of peace. Herein
{s to be found explanation of that per-
petual unpreparedness for war io which

e _Epglish-gpesking world plways
finds its land forceés, for which we
blame our organization and our repre-
sentatives, and agalnst which military
sgtudents rage in vain. To what extent
efiucation of the masses In the neces-
gity of army reform can prevall over
this deep-rooted Instinet is problemsat-
fcal, 2

It is a plitiful commentary on popu-
Jar intelligence that thousands hurrah
for the Boeérs because thelr govern-
ment is called a republic and Britaln

words and phrases is'e common obsta-
cle to the spread of truth. ‘“Fres
trade" is & sacred shibboleth to many,
but there s mot, nor can be, any such

. L

fs a nominal monarchy. Slavery to |

have no sdequate understanding either
of its historioal significance or legal In-
terpretetion. So it matters not to large
numbers that Great Britain has as per-
fect & form of representative govern-
ment as our own, or that the Trans-
vaal, nominally a “republie,” is-a more
exclusive and oppressive y than

or even Spain. They come
to the word “republie” asnd ths word
“monarchy” and they cin g0 N0
further,

Statistics printed elsewhere in today's
paper give in detall the movement of
whéat for the year just closed. This
cereal is the ome great staple of the
Pacific coasst. From Mexico to British
~Columbia; scores and hundreds of ham-
ets, villages, towns and cities arve de-
pendent on wheat to keep the wheels
of trade moving. The figures men-
tioned are from official reco and
they show that In the year 1888 Port-
land handled nearly one-half of all the
wheat exported from the Pacific coast.
Low prices for wheat and high rates
for ships made a much lighter move-
ment than was expeoted earlier in the
season, when the enormous crop Was
harvested. However, the whest must
eventually seek a market, and, as Port-
land has better facilitles and more ex-
porters In the market than are found
in sny other city on the coast, the
movement for 1800 will probably find
her still in the lead which she has
long maintained. All branches of trade
are affected by the wheat movement,
and Portland's supremacy in that busi-
ness accounts for much of her prestige
in other lines.

TRussia, In her reply to our overtures
concerning the open door in Asia, con-
tents herself with: verbal representa-
tions meade with great suavity and Im-
pressiveness by that past master of
diplomacy, Count Cassini, That ls to
say, she will promise anythlng now,
but she will perform as it sults her
best when the time comes. The his-
tory of international politics shows us
what this means. “Spheres of influ-
enee," to Frence and Russia, mean
trade preserves, securely locked from
competition. This is & situation we
shall have to face with flrm diplomacy
some day, uniess the work shall be
sooner donme for us through the War-
ships of Great Britain and Japan.

It will be well for the British if Lord
Roberts really purposes, as he Is re-
ported, neglecting the beleaguered
places and marching direct upon Boer
centers. To strike at vital points is the
way to meke war, and this will not
‘only leave the formidable strongholds
now cecupled by the Boers unassallad
and inevitable losses saved, but-will
draw the Boers away from them to
meet the main British advance. By
this. time the political conslderations
that broke in on Buller's original plan
should be amply satisfied,

Cable reports of London press utter-
ances show how quickly In this rap-
1dly moving age tables may be turned.
Journals that twitted us in our ex-
tremity elghteen months ago now make
haste to speak well of us, It is Eng-
land's turn to worry. Consistently
enough, there are ngrates on both
sidea. The role played by our ASpersers
in.Great Britain at the time of our
civil war and In the late war with
Spain is now sustalned by the Baoer
sympathizera in this country.

The popocrats who attribute the cur-
reney sgtringency In the East-and the
recent panfc on ‘change to the gold-
standard bill, shotld not neglect to note
its extensiva effects also throughout
the Old World. Its baleful influence
geems almost as extensive as those of
the crime of ‘73,

The real resson behind the Mont-
gomery affair is, of course, yet to come,
"The Schley partisans will soon discover
that the cruilser was shuffied off In or-
der to put fresh humilistion on their
{dol, who was away off in South Amer-
lean waters and knew nothing of the
proceeding.

Hints of a plan to deadlock the Ken-
tucky legisiature have sirong antece-
dent probability. The arch bullt up by
Kentucky politics recently needs some
s:ur:h fitting keystone.

ANOTHER PHILIPPINE LETTER.

Qur “Antis” Are the Strength of the
Hebellion,
Hartford Courant.

4 luﬁtl
it vouches for as “'an unbiased United
States official (not officer, observe), now
in the Phillppines.*’ It publishes soms in-
“teresting extracts from the letter. “‘Life"™
itself |a not unblased. Tt Is very strongly
“anti-imperialist,” as all its readers know,
‘though it has occasional (winges of pa-
‘triotle compunction.

The unbiased official s not in love with
the. Philipplnes. Once he gets out of
them, he hopes never to set eyes on them
agaln., He does not approve of General
Ots. He thinks it quite natural the Fill-
pinos should disiike o Jot of strangers who
do not speak thelr language, who are not
of their religion, who call them “niggers,”
who have ralsed prices without redueing
taxes, and who, by occupying a district
ar town awhile, and then clearing out of
it, get them fined by ths Insurgents,
Here Is the really important paragraph
of ths letter:

The greatest obetacle to the settlement of ths
queation is the encouragement of certain Amerl-
can public men, newspapers, elc.  These things
are all read, snd many of them reprinted in the
‘fieraldo Fiilpino, La Libertad, etc. Many of
them, T think, befleve that congress will recall
the froops shortly.. To. ENAL case, thé 350,000
Tagals would run the whole group of islande.
Ho the situation stands

8o this unblased officlal, who s “sour”
on General Otls and the management of
the campalgn, and the islands themselves,
corroborates ungualifiediy the dying tes-
timony of General Lawton that the chlef
responsibliity for the continuance of the
bloodshed in the Philippines lies at the
doors of the “anti-lmperialists” here at
home. We reproduce again the impressive
words of that knightly soldler, written

when h# was already (though he did not

.| of psople living together, or two

our flag ino the Philippines. T¢ the
truth on the ground, and not in dlstant
fen, they, whom I belisve €0 be
misiafarmed, would be comvi: of
of thelr statemants and conciusions
unfortunate effact of thelr publica
If I mm shot by a Filipino bullet it
well coms from one of my oWn mem,
I know from observations, confirmed by cap
tured prisonars, that the continusnce of fight-
ing i chiefly due to reports that are sent cut
from Americs.

We-hope that as often ss an “anti-
imperialist” gets up In senats or house
this winter and declaims ths common-
places of his sect, some one will Immedi-
ately read these words of our dead gen-
eral to him, and invite him to comment on

them.
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A LAW OF HISTORY,

And Its Application to the Present
Conteat In South Afriesm.

The question.has been saked why it is
thut the Boers:' are not: entitled ta ths
sympathy ‘of the Amurlcan peopls, and
why there {8 not good réasen for think-
ing that, in the long run, thelr csuss,
because it In the right one, should not
succeed, Perhaps the best answer that
can be given to this question ia one whick
is drawn from an exceedingly scholarly
srticle recently written by M. Edmond
Demolins, entitled, “The Boers and the
English—Which Is In the Right?' and
printed in the Firench perfodical La Sel-
ence Soclele, This review is one which
1s to this extent Interesting, that M. De-
molins, as & Frenchman, might be ex-
pected to share the feelings of the great
mass of his countrymen against the na-
tion on the other side of the channel
But he has arrived at ths conclusion
that In this respect they are in the right;
that they are simply following a law
which has controlled mankind from the
earllest days of recorded history—the
law that when two races, representing
different soclal conditions, ara brought to-
gether, the contentions between tha two
races will Inevitably end by the success
of the superlor.

The war now going on he looks upon
as simply an Incident, and he goss so far
as to say that, If the Boers wers to win
an apparent victory, it would only delay
for a short tims helr fnevitable fate, un-
less they changed their conditlens of ex-
{stence and brought themselves into Hne
with the manners ane methods of the
progressive races of the present time.

4 Phera is, he says, no civilized couniry

which  does not aAfford evdences of
changes of this kind, whether it is the
Phoeniciang, the Grecks, the Romans,
the Portuguess, the Bpanish, the Eng-
llsh or the American, or, Indeed, the
Boers themselves. Alt of these varlous
peopls, and--many others heside them,
have advinced through migration into a
previousty occupled territory, and when
once there, have glven a practical demon-
stration in one form or another of the
law of the survival of the fittest.

Take the Boers, for example. When
they “'trakked" out from their settle-
ment in the Cape Colony, they found the
Transvaal occupied by native races—races
which still {n numbérs far exceed all of
the whita settlers that have since been
there, They d thesa natives of
thelr land, and even of thelr cattle, with-
out the leant cersmony, and without the
least consideration for their personal or
national rights. They were an inferior
roce, and as such wera compelled to sub-
ordinate themselves, In certain Instances,
g5 io the case of the Zulus, the natives
were determined fighters, and it required
long and severs warfare to bring about
this disposseselon. But In the end It came,
and those who are the friends of the Boers
are hardly In s position to assert that the
Boers are entitied to the possassion of the
TPransvaal s ngainst those representing
the higher order of civilization, If they
were justified as & superior race in driving
out the Hottentota and the Kaffirs,

Or, take the varlous great mations of
Furope. As they are at present consti-
tuted, they represent the extinctlon, usu-
ally through forclble means, of & Iarge
number of small independent natlonall-
tles. Within the present generation the
German empirs has been formed, with
enormous advantage to the Germans as
a whole, by the enforced suppression of

.a large number of its formerly inde-

pendent mtates. France, England. Italy,
Austria, wers each formarly divided into
a greater or smaller namber of Independ-
ant soversignties. By degrees one of these
gmall natiopalitles became, through Its
progressiveness, superior to its neighbors,
then dominated over them, and finnliy
sompelled them by force of arms to join
with It through the complete loss of local
independence.

This movement M. Demolins asserts to
be o Inw of nature, which Is productlve
of tha best and highest soclal, industrial
and political gesults. When Lwo classes
nation:
iiving in contiguous territory, show
msrked differences In civilisation, making
a superiority in one instancs and an in-
feriority In the other, judged by the tests
of modern civilizatlon, then, unlesa the

has a letter from somfebody whometgnferior czn by imitatlon bring Itself up

to the level of ita rival, it is Inevitable
that it will sooner or later go to tha wall.
This he ssserts to be the law of human
progress. If one denles It, thsy should
proclaim that all Europeans and Ameri-
cans are simply monsters, worthy of being
placed under tha ban of humanity. They
should be treated as animals of prey by
gll savage barbarians or less advanced
people whom they have unjustly or bru-
tally dis . It is the law of thelr
being that they have followed out, and
{t i= as the result of this law that a larga
part of the world s now clviliged, and s
not in the state of barbarism or seml-
barbarity n which, In numberless cases,
the native inhabitants would have con-
tinued to live If the more advanced peo-
ple had not overcome and dispossessed

them.

Pockels in a Shroud.
Denver Poat.
O! y= who bow at Mammon's shrine,
wWhose hearts with greed ars growing eold,
TWho turn your backs on things divioe
And worship but the god of gold,
What will It profit you when death
Lays low the head so kingly proud
And rabm the wested form of breath?
There are no pockets in a shroud.

Your thoughts by day, your dreams by night,
Are bat of | n%fn. wolden gaim,
Yeur gulde la but the beacon lght
Of riches berning In your brain.
You cast all nobler aims behind
And etruggle ss o madding crowd
To clutch the dollurm, but yow'll And
Thera are no pockets in a shroud.

Ya usurers who grind the poor
Benaath & cold, relentiess hael,

Who overshadow many a door
With eloud of misry, and feel

No sympathy to see them il
Bengath the hand of sorrow cawed,

Remembar when you come {o die
There are no pockets in a shroud.

What ls the profit to {he man

Whose life to Mammon has been given?
A bridge of gold can naver span

The gull between the earth and beavesn!

|

i

POSITION OF OUR COAST JOBBERS

If the Paclfic coast had possessed no
advantages over Eastern jobbing cen-
ters for supplying the retell trade of
the Western slope, and even the inter-
mountain region, no jobbing trade
would have been established here. Now
that so large a wholesale trade is es-
tablished here it Is not to be supposed
that It will be surrendered to greedy

competitors of the East. The jobbers '

of the Miasissippi valley are making =
desperate fight for shipping rates that
will give them command ¢f much of
the terrltory that Is now supplled by
the distributors of the coast, but they
must fail in the end, because they can-
not destroy the natural advantage that
operated to bring business hers in the
first place.

At least four rate-making factors are
involved in the controversy now pend-
ing before the interstate commerce
commission, wherein the jobbers of St.
Louls seek to get transcontinental rates
that shall enable them to underssil the
Paclfic coast dealers. These ars (1)
water competition with rail lines; (2)
distance as a basls for rate-making;
(3) carlomd compared with less than
carload rates; (4) classification of pack-
gge frelght. The greatest pressure Is
brought to bear upon the guestion of
the relation of carload to less than
carlond rates, it being presumed that
{f 100 pounds of frelght can be trans-
parted st the same rate as a carioad
that the Interior retail dealers will buy
their supplies in the East, rather than
on the cosst, tor the Eastern jobbers
boast of belng able to do business
cheaper than those of the coast, and
to sell their goods at a corresponding
reduction in price. This would grant
those whe buy by the carload or train-
load no consideration whatever for thelr
large shipments, for their capital in-
vested or for the cost of distributiom,
while at the same time there is no de-
nying the fact that the handling of the
large lota of goods is at a much lower
rate of expense to the carrier than the
handling of the small shipments. The
rates contended for by the St Louls
men—who are really scting for all the
jobbers of the Middla West—would tend
to make the Pacific coast jobbera pay
the frelght for the interior retallers or
g0 out of business and lenve the fleld
entirely in the hands of these Eastern
competitors. In other words, the rail-
roads were asked to lemd & club to
break the backs of thelr own best cus-
tomers. They refused to do this, and
it |s not probahble that the intersiate
commerce commission will undertake
to force them into any such COuTse.

Moreover, water carriage, which first
brought goods to the Pacific senboard
at a living rate and was largely Instri-
mental in building up the great whole-
sale trade of this coast, will gtill re-
main to menace and destroy any com-
bination of transportation Interests and
Middle West jobbers that may be en-
tered into. The St. Louls plaintiffs rec-
ognize the danger to their scheme that
lies in ocean transportation when they
make the Southern PFaclfic Company
defendant in this rald on transconti-
nental rates. The Southern Paclific has
its own through line from geaboard to
seaboard, using steamers east of New
Orleans, and it has been able to dic-
tate terms on through freight. Whan
other lines insisted on making a cer-
tain rate on certain commodities from
Chicsgn and Missouri river points 1o
the West, the Southern Pacifie made
the same rate applicable from New
York, where Its business originated.
This 1s the influence that brought Into
use and has retained the blanket orF
postage-stamp rate on so many com-=
modittes. And It was the cheap water
carriage east of New Orleans that mada
the pc=ition of the Socuthern Paclfic so
strong. If the Middle West people were
to be successful in eliminating the pres-
ent difference between carload and less
than carload rates, and at the same
time get rates graded according to dis-
tance carried, they would galn Uwo
things for.which they have long been
striving. And really the two go to-
gether, for it would avail the Middle
‘West men nothing to find after all thelr
struggle that they had been succesaful
only in letting New York deeper into
thelr .own country.

Ocean carriage, nevertheless, which
originally forced through rall rates to
figures so low that the railroads could
not use them In serving Interior points,
would remaln to regulate the case of
the Eastern jobber versus hls coasi
competitor. Just now s the opportuni-
ty 3f the St, Louls schemers, for the ex-
g 1cies of war in two contingnts bave
drawn a large part of the ocean ton-
nage of the world from the channels of
trade and made ocean freights very
high. Therefore, at this moment water
transport does nof serve as a protec-
tion of coast jobbers against incon-
venlence In case the obnoxious rales
sought by the Middle Wesat were put
into effect. But this condition eannot
long contlnue. Shipbullders will rem-
edy this difficulty even If the natlons
shall not make peace. The [future
promises low water freights; rall rates.
however, are rising by leaps and
bounds. If there were a canal across
Nicaragua this matter would adjust (t-
self without any worry on the part of
the coast interests attacked, and even
without the canal! the influence of sea
carriage must defeat the Middle West
fn its attempt to corner and monopolize
the distributing trade of all the great
West.

Supposing the coast jobbers were to
be driven out of businsss—does the in-
terlor retailer think he would be able
to buy goods from the Eastern houses
for less money thaan he would pay
herse? It is the history of all mch
movements that prices ars temporarily
reduced to a fgure even below cost in
order that competition may be de-
stroyed. When the fleld im clear of
competitors, who names the prices at
which goods may sell? This consid-
eration, of course, will not restrain the
eountry merchant from buying where
he can get lowest prices today, but it
ought to make him hesitate to add his
volee to the cry in favor of glving the
home trade fleld over to the invaders
who have no Interests here except o
smillk’” the country. Better or less ex-
pensive service camnot be expected
from the Eastern jobbers. It would not
come if coast wholesalers were driven
out of business. They will not be
driven out of business, becauss ocean
carriage protects them beyond poasi-
bility of destructlon. Improvement in
means of land transportation has not
outmarched those of the sea, and ocar-
riage by water must continue to be
cheaper than cartiage by land.

The Man to Asik
Baston Commerclal Bulletin,

The question, *““Whare do the pins go
to?T" la eaally answered by the [lellow
who makes o HH-strike.

NOTE XND COMMENT.
: g 1Y W .
Happy New l'u:am | &
——
Turn baskward. turn backward, ofx, time I=
. your Sight, pa o % F73
And sxpiain what I 414 with that 8y las€
alghs. >
——
Beginning on wiuah duy, the naw year
ought !0 have a clean start In life.

| =
The first thing requisite to comfort ob
New Year's day lo to buy & new hal

——
Agulnaldo will not lack for company al-
ways. Bryan wili be running next year.

———

First thing you do th's morning probably

will be to write “i59" at top of your lel-
lers

+—
There will be still another Christmas
in this century, despite all demonstra-
tiona to the contrary.

+
“T fjust called." sald Alphomso to Clar-
inda on New Yeard day. And than her
father saw him and rafsed him

Baginning today, the Pennsylvania Rall-
road Company wiil retire 1000 of its em-
ployes on pensigns, Even the devil Is not
50 binck as he !s palnted.

+
Alfred Austin, poetaster to her graclous
majesty, @ueen Vietoria, has writlen
soma mors poetry an the Boer was Thiz
fact (s chronicled mors in sorraw than i
anger.

il

The Boers evidently read Seripture %
say, ‘“Let your senrchlight so shine befors
men that they may see your earthworks
and glorify the chance that has given Lhem
a turget tp shoot at.”

Whils congressmen ars sending owl gar-
den seed to thelr rural constituenfs, why
don't they donate a few packiges of
water plant and electric lght plant seed
to thelr urban frienda?

——
This is the first day of the new year,

the first day of the working week, the
first daoy of the monih the fane
day of the new moon, the first day

undar the workings of the new regisira-
tion law, and according to gome mistaken
people, it is alse the first day of the new
eentury. WIith all thess new [tama and
a aet of regular New Year resglutions,
people can make a good square beginaing
in iife on January 1, 1900

+

Since good servant girls Decame as
scarce as hens' teoth, housewivea who are
so fortunate as to secure onae are ahow-
Ing thelr appreciation of the treasurs by
the granting of unusual favors, and =
brighter day seems to be dawning for (he
hard-worked kitchen girh In one district
of the elty thers are a number of theds
good gizls, and their employers have adopt-
¢d a system of allowing them to emtertain
cch other oceasionally of evenings. Some
allow them the use of the Kilchen, ofhera
s back parior or dining-room. and oo~
casignally one gives up her parior to ihe
servant girl's friends. Tete-a-tete tables
for games and [ight refreshments are fur-
nished for the company, and tha favorsd
girls apprecinte the favor ghown them, and
greatly enjoy entertalning and being cafas-
talned by each other., Every woman wha
bas a good servant girl whom sha Sesires
to retalp can well afford to grant favoss
of this kind occasionally, as they make
the Hves of tha girle Datter worth ving.
and render them more contentad and
happy., and cause them to have a Kindly
feeling toward thair employers.

Fiear the whisties and the bells

Midnight hella

Fow we shodder as we listsn to the tale thele
tumult tadls

Por the pitlless New Toar

Unrelenting now [» here.

And I's time ta be reviewlag

All the things that we've been dulzg

That I clear.

For the nolse, noise, nolse,

Is » warning that the boyw

Must go hereafler down the llne witheut our
COMEANY,

Fopr wa've taken resofutinons that as stralght ss
eotrings wo'll be,

Whils the beiln bells, bells, a3 thelr clamor
wally and wellx

Maks more racket than the hobos In thelr dank
and clamemy cslis

Do the bellm hellm, balla bella bells, Deilm Sells

Do the fearful shirisking whistles and the bells

—
1t s not !mprobabis that the sedson
of 1500 will witnesy an arraagemont ihal
will insure an annual Intercollegiate game
of faotball between the Atlantlo and P=-
cific coasts. *“Weatward the star of am-
pire taltes Its way,” 15 a8 true iz the wothd
of sports a3 {n other materin! things. The
advent in Portland, Baturday, of “Ted”
Sullivan. the bassball maznager, cloasiy
following +the Carilale-Berkeley foothall
gams, s signlficant. Tha Naw York Sun,
in commenting on this contest, sald:

A cenclusion not unfalr fo Curllsls i that
thelr victory was g fuks It Will bardly do to
say that the Indlans wers stale, for they am
never out of training. The truth is thay met
an algven that, under the tuition of collage
specinlimy from the East had developesd cham-
plopship form.  Fhrsically. the Callformiscs
wrare ths peern of any foothall men the Indians
Fad played in this part of the country. Iz must
ba borze in mind that outdoer sporis aAre pos-
wibie (o Californiz all the year rogad. Homae
of the greatest American athletes of the future
shoulidl come from the Pacifio sfope Tha
Chriswnas game at San Franciseo =] &
& mew candidats for championahly bondrs o
Berksley 1If its gladiators should come Eant
ta try conclusions with Harvard, Prineeton or
Yale mext fall, the footbell prophets would
hasily be able ts forecast the result with com-
fidance, An annual game batwaesn the Atlastis
and Pucific coasts may y¥ot Decome & Sxture.

——

There has besn no end to the arguments
as to when the 1th century ends and the
aith century begine. The matter is of litile
eonsaquence, and a child cught to know
that it takes 100 years to make & cemftury,
but it is sald that the same misunderstand-
ing has cocurred st the end of every can-
tury since the current chronology went
mtn general usa, It In, howewver, oniy a
trifiing and local misundersmamng. The
Chinese, who reckon back thousands of
years before there was any Christinn era,
and patronize the lunar year; the Msham-
medans, who also use the [umar year of
354 days, and reckon time from the date
of thelr prophet’a skedanddling, never have
any fuss of thls kind about the end of a
cantury. If ene could stand off inm space
e would see that there was no such thing
as time, and understand that the calendar
in use on this speck of earth ls oniy &
record of how many (mes the earth re-
volves on ifs axis, and !s Intended lo e
able us to keep some record of the brief
gpace of our existence, which amounis o
nothing and cuts no fgure In the eean-
omy of nature. Out in space, away fromn
the trivialitiea of human lifs, aature rales
slone, and is ignorant of epochs and dates,
needing nelther century nor cycle, lustrom,
or olympind. It will therefors, be seen
that only narrow-minded people will worty
thamselves over trylng to make 3 century
end at the wrong time, as very few aver
have ta go through the end of mare than
one It ls to be hoped that gl those now
engaged in dlsoussing the propositif. who
live tiil the end of the mmx} qeRtEEy wil
get thelr heads screwed on . Jight by that
time, and be able to frows, Jowm any such
wearisoms discussion: Jsm. ithat gocagion.
As for the rest oftus;itfe no STest Watter
anyhow. &390 aiti sul
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