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[HIS OREGON OF OURS

Year Just Closed Was the Most Prosperous in the:

History of the State.

GREAT ACTIVITY IN EVERY LINE OF INDUSTRY

Noinflation in Values and Newcomers Find It Easy to Get Homes
at Reasonable Prices—Satisfactory Increase in Popula-
tion Since 1890—Good Outlook for 1900.

It = & #tory of progress and prosperity—
©of unparalicled progress and prosperity—
which The Oregonian pressnts this morn-
ing for the sinte of Oregon. It has been
the purpose, In reviewing economie con-
ditjons throughout the stats, to avold, ns
L5 & pos=ihle, mere recitals of resources.
It is we=ll for the world at isrge to know
that Ovegon hes resburces, vast and va-
ried; indeed, that fact iz well estadlished,
for It bus beens beralded yenr after year.
It i» still better for the world to know
wial Oregon Iz dolng with its forests; its
mines of gald, copper. coml, nickel and
quicksilver; its productive scils. The plc-
ture whkich The Cregonlan presents today
iz not one of dormant resources swalling
the sawmill the stamp mill or the plow,
but a pioture of the people of Oregon &t
work.

Never since the plonears crossed the
plalné have the people of Oregon been 50
penuinsly prosperous as they ers today.
Never In thelr bistory have they had so
much money In bank; mever have they
been 50 busily employed; never have thelr
products, generally spesking, been so
eagerly sought mor so well paid for; psver
ha® opportunity for profitable Inyest-
ment besp so good; never have expendl-
tures, private and publle, been so closely
guarded; never has the prosperity of the
ocommonweaith rested upon so substantial
& basiy. The ons unsatisfactory condi-
tion is the slow growth of manufactores.
n
Oregon lmports meny articles—even &ar-
ticiea ©of food—which could be manufae- |
tured out of the vast supply of raw ma-
terinls 5t hand. Governor Gear states the

cise forcibly when he says, In thls annual |

number: “We need more factories and
guore people to petronise them, Lack of
thase forms whetever is unsatisfactory in
sonditions.” However, manufactyring
progress, but it ia giow progresa.
#irlis which langulahed In the hard
imen ira belng revived, some on & scale
SArper Lhen In the eariler "0 gome om &
smalicr scale. Then, new 4nes, notably
Trult canning and preserving and sugar-
mgking, heve been established. Still, there
s room for vast improvemant
All the staple industries sre thriving,
end producers are In better financisl con-
ditign than ever. as is evidenced by thelr
ability to bold thelr crops for higher

Pprices  without borrowing money to
His them over. Diversified farming
B coming into fxvor throughout

the #iale, as farmers have found it profit-
able to ralse o Uitle of everything, elther
for home use or for market, instead of de-
voting coll the iand to & siogle crop. In
coutity, always = great agrioul-
oounty, wheat has yielded first place
fo hope, and In & few more years will have
$o surrender second place to, fruit. There
is & tendency, maore noticeable in Eastern
Oregon than In Western Oregon, to di-
vida the large farms This poliey in-
sreases the number of producers, pro-
tuples diversified - farming snd reduces
fsbt. It is & hopeful sign.

All divisions of animal husbandry are
aotiva, There is Gemand, at the very bast
prices, for every head of stock which
fowers are willing to sell. Buyers oan-
Bot getl all the stock they want, and they
frequently have to trave! through several
countios to make up a consignment, Grow-
erg, who In the first flush of good times
pemi thelr foundation stock %o market
have Yenewed thelr herds with the best
thoroughbred animsails to be had. The ac-
tive demand for stock has not only put
money In the pockets of the growers, but
hes resulted Improvement of bread.
This is especially notlcesble (n dulry cat-
s, Gor! breeding hes advanced S0 rap-
Mily that it has become an important fac-
tor in enlmal husbandry, Bales of stock
In Cragon iast year were, In round figures,
&bout §5.560,000,

Mining 18 cut of its swaddiing clothes.
No more experiments mrs Decessary 10
prove the presence of vast bodles of ore,
nor the profit of working them. The cro-
cible has done Its work, and the stamp
mill. the cyvaride plant and the reduction
works have been called Into play to fur-
ther fevelopment and incresse the produc-
tion of precivus metris. All the Oregon
d@isiricts have won the confidence of in-
¥Yestors. The Eastern Oregor belt, first
In extent frst in richness and first In
smount of capital invested, 1= about to
Il the way in deep mining. In that dls-
triot the proper processes for the treat-
ment of the rock have been determined,
and nothing stsnds in the way of large
production. In Bouthern Oregon (he
“pocket” myth has been expioded, =nd
guartz mining han begun.

The demand for government land in-
creases. Totzl disposals for the year snd-
ed June 850, 1509, were S40.428.63 acres, com-
pared with L5440 scres In 1888 and IE9-
SILE wcres In 1897, Oregon has just be-
£im o recelve ita share of the west-bound
tmmipration, and there promises to be
more oall for government land this year
than last year, or in 1897 or 1898 The rea-
monable prices at which private lands may
be kad In Oregon keeps many newcomers
sway from the public domnin. Even the
bes: lunde In the most favored farming
locklities are not. when offered for sale,
held for more than their actual worth. In
the cities, bullding =ltes may be had at
prices which jsave the newoomer enough
of his means to bulld a home, and thus
Sstert 1ife In the West fres from debt.

Development of forelgn commerce
means much to thes Pacific stalez—to the
profucer the carnings of his toll, to the
labirer wages to the exporter commis-
aions. o the banker the profits on the
exchangs to be drawn aguinst both im-
ports and exporis. The great essential
4s the estabilshment of & single gold
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must be admitted In all candor that |

o

elgn commerce, on a basis so flrm that

thera need be no question, either at home
| or abroad, of what {8 an American dol-
lar. War and the dissolution of China
heve opened a vast fleld ln the Oclent
&nd created demand among milllons of
people for ths products of the Pacific
siaten. A still larger §eld will be opened
by the completion of the trans-Siberian
rallway, for it will then be possible to
ship the products of the Paclfic states
to 8t. Peteraburg and Moscow by way of
Port Arthur and Lake Balkal. Imports
and sxports of Oregon smounted in the
16 years ended June 30, 1889, to §195,082,623,
and those of Washington to $131,301887T:
total for the two states, $357.284.510.

A new Industry which gives promise
of attalning large proportions is the cul-
| ture of the silk worm. Experiments con-

duoted st Coguills City prove that the

Industry is adapted to Oregon. When the

mulberry trees, upon the leaves of which
| the worms feed, come into full bearing
and provide food for the worms, profita-
ble employment will be furnished to a
large number of women and children.
| Horticulture 15 In a state of transi-
. tlon. Nearly all the faflures reported in
| this business have been directly traced to
the mistakes of orchardists Trees
planted where trees never grew before
and in localities where soll, climate and
| #€Xposure were unpropitious, tell the story
of fallure. Orchardists have profitsd by
these dlsastrous experiences and the per-
centage of fallures will hereafter be dee
| crezsed. The orchards of Oregon ure rap-
; 4dly passing Into the hands of men who
| &re willlng to give them sclantifie atten-

| tion. The industry. may be . safely in-
| trusted to them Unfavorable weather at
the beginning of the blooming season
| lnst year caused the value of the crop to
' decrease from $518.250 In 1898 to $2TA050 in
| 188, It indications hold gobod the fruit
crop of 1800 will be the largest ever gath-
ered In Qregon. -

Dalrylng and poultry-ralsing have be-
come considerable (ndustries, A satis-
factory femture of their development is
the vast Improvemsnt In the stock Foor
graden are passing and thoroughbreds
coming. The wvalue of the poultry Inter
est last year was 34F27I9. The dafry in-
terest, including buildings end ground,
was valued at $8,623.875 In 1599, In 1898 it
was valued at JT28X085, and In 1897 at
$6, 73,478, The value of butter, cheese
and milk, =aside from bulldings and
lands, was $3,790.436 In 1897, and $4,132.070
in 1998, and $6465,459 In 1599, Oregon now
manufactures nearly enough butter and
cheese to supply home demands. This is
part compensation for the enormous Im-
periation of pork products from Eastern
states,

This year's census will show an in-
craase of nbout 35Y per cent In Oregon’s
population since 180, The population of
the stale at the time the school census
was taken last year was about 407,283

from 425000,

Oregon. Washington and Idaho have hed
thelir ehare, as is shown by bank der

The census this year ought to be not far |

Prosperity has not bean confined tnl

plaint &8s can be ressonably expected to
prevall in any country at any one fima.
This does not mean that thers are not
soms who are the victlms of misfortune
and are suffering from different degrees
of poverty, for that kind of an Ideal con-
dition will never be realized; but, taken
generally, those usually termed the “‘mid-

et this time as can ever be retionally
hoped for under thelmperfections of man's
environments 85 we find them.

The difficulty of considering this ques-
tlon without running counter to tha polit-
leal opinlons of some of our very good
people, Is recognized, because they seem to
have permenently imbibed the habit of be-
Ueving that the “party Iin power” s re-
sponsible for conditions which most peo- |
ple know prevalled before parties were
thought of, and which will be & source of
annoyance after parties are forgotten.

Some of our very best Oregon newspa-
peras have gone so far, this very year, in
| ¥lelding to the habit of giving everything
& political cast, as to implledly question
the propriety of holding Thanksgiving
garvicss because the prices of some kinds

dle classes” have as little to complain of

an averaga of ane c:mnl.d of food prod-
ucts for every day in the year, according
| to the state food commisgsioner, such prod-
Imuum be produced on Oregon farms
as easily as on any farm in Jowa or Ne-
braska. While in Eugene, & few weeks
ago, & merchant told ma that he had that
day pald out quite & sum of money for a
Iot of Enstern lard. The following para-
graph appeared In thea Weallowa Chleftaln
not long since, and thers Is not a better |
country on earth in which to ralse hogs
than Eastern Oregon: *"Thers Is a short- |
age of bucon and lard all over Eastern
| Oregon. We guess that sufficlent time has
\'mot elapsed to enable the Eastern buyers
| of the 5% head of hogs, shipped out of this
 country & short time ago, to render the
! lnrd, cure the bacon and ship it back here
for us to use. However, some older atock
| from*Eastern packing-houses js for sala In
| the county."

[ The stats veterinary surgeon, during the
' ‘month of Ogtober, found o carload of hogs
In Portiand suffering from cholera and had
a large number of tham killed. They had
been shipped from Nebraska to a firm in
Portland, for slaughtering purposes. Now,

dition will not be far unilke. Every day

we read In some paper of the voluntary

Increass of wages {n some factory of the

Eastern states. This means additional

prosperity to every man in that com-

munity. Inasmuch as wes have a better
climate, egually fertils goll, & greater cer-
tainty of crops and an Infinitely greater
1“:101:! of natural resources than any of
‘ the states that are enjoying the frults of
| the wonderful business actlvity prevalllng
| in the Eastern states, It would seem (o be
an unnatural condition that confronts the
! people of Oregon.

Tha prospect, however, for a much larg-
er immigration In the immediate future Is
very flattering, and this will largely re-
move the obstacles that hamper us at
presant. The prospect for next year is al-
ready encouraging. Oregon stands first
of the states of the Union In the extent of
its wool cllp, and the present price In
Balam is above X cents par pound—a high-
er price than has prevalled before since
the business slump in 1583, and buyers ex-
press o willlngness to engags next year's
crop at that figure. All kinds of stock, as
weil as buttar, eggs, and chlckens have

the average yleld per scre.
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WHEAT YIELD OF OREGON

The wheat yleld of Oregon In 1850 waa 211,843 bushels; in 1800 It was 826,788 bushels; In 1570 It was 2,340,748
bushels; and In 1880 it was 7480010 bushels. The subjolned dlagram shows, comparatively, the yleld, year by year,
sinco 1585. It has been the alm to use the highest of avallable estimates, partly to make the best possible show-
Ing for the state, and partly to preserve the harmony of the statement, as a whole. The estimates for 1885 to 18%,
ineclusive, and for 18%. wera furnished by the United Btates department of agriculturs: those for 1856 and 1857 were
prepared in The Oregonian’s commercial department; and that for 1899 was made by Dr. James Withycombe, of tha
Oregon agricultural college. In view of the damage that was reported as ths result of untimely raina during har-
weet last fall, it s remarkable that the yield of 1898 shows so small & decreass compared with that of 1888, Dr.
Withycombe explains that his estimate for 1820 ls based upon the government reports for 1888, He figures that the
acreage sown to wheat was the same in 189 as In 1§88, and that tha decrease l.u 1899 was due to & decrease in

Buskels
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of farm produce are not up to the stand-
ard. Some of them have even attacked

its, which are Iarger than ever. A com-
servative estimate places the Indlviduml
deposits in &ll the banks of Oregon,
Washington and Idaho at $50.000,000. Thers
has been enormous Increase In the Indi-
vidunl deposits of the nationsl banks of
the three states. These amounted on
December 8, 1832, to 355,770,710 0. By Oc-
tober 5, 189, they hsd fallen, because of
the financlal depression, to $15,603,083 B4,
Beiween October 5 1888, and Beptember
7. 1890, they rose to §33,996,364 72, the high-
est total ever known.,

Lumbering bas shared in the genera;
prosperity. In some parts of the state the
mills have not been able to cut fast
enough (o supply demands, and bullding
has been delayed on mccount of the scar-
city of materishL i

This is, in brief, the cecord for 1588, the
most prosperous year Oregon has ever
known., The naw year has even better
things In store.

FACTORIES NEEDED.

Industrial Siination in Oregon as
Viewed by Governor Geer.

Whether the tndtn‘trh‘i condition of a
mate 15 satlsfactory or not, as The Ore-

the o ency of certaln Thanksgiving
proclamations by speclifically pointing out
that she causes for thanksglving are
greatly diminished by the fact that hops
are plentiful and cheap, and apples sciarce
and dear. This is a plain but indirect
way of saying thot we are in favor of
withholding our thanks to ths Most High
until the “party In power" enacts such
legislation as will Insure at all times an
abundant crop of all kinds of produce that
ghall be guaranteed to bring tha very
highest price. And there must not be a
shortage of even one kind of produce, for
that would be sufliclent ground for with-
holding pralse, as s shown by the eritl-
clsm referred to.

Of course, this petty style of ecritlcism
is not conduclve to the best methods of
state development, and overfooks the most
fmportant featurs of 1t, It s sssumed
that every citizen of the siate earnestly
desires Its speedy development, and is in
favor of any measure that will hasten its
realization. While It Is certainly true thal
our condition ls, iIn many ways, more sat-
{gfactory than for many years, it Is also
true that there s room for great improve-

| ment. It is doubtful If any state in the

Unlon manufactures so small a per cent
of the articles It uses, which has at ths

| same time such a wealth of raw materials

for manufacturing purposes as Oregon,
a=d but for the fact that it is ona of the

has gradually increased, and is now
&nd an srea of 55,00 square miles.

No. per
Populltlnn. sq. miie,
e B4 K]

smaller population than 4.234 per square mils In 1890, These were Ari-
zonn, Colorado. North Dakota, Tdsho, Montans, Nevanda, New Mexico,
Oklahoma, Utah and Wyoming, The sverage for the Unlted States in 1890
was 21.81. Statistles for Oregon since 1550 follow:

Oregon.is still one of the most sparsely settled states of the Unlon.
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DENSITY OF POPULATION IN OREGON,

In 1850, Oregon, Including the present state of Washington, had a
populntion of 13.%¢ or & per square mila.

.The number per sguare mile
4.24, based upon a population of 407,253
Only 10 states and territories had a

No. per
Population. sgq. mile,
1 BS

Year.
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gonlian asks, depends= on the point of view,
The conditlon of some of our Middle
Westetn statés is at this time nearly ideal,
that is. there i8 probably as much busi-
uuuﬁvln'mummam
m-alumﬂ-m“' i

richest states In natural resources, It
would, for the reason mentioned, be prac-
tically bankrupt inbtud of out of debt.

'nn fault can bk found with any Individual
nor with any gommunity for this abnor-
mal state of affairs, but since the profits
of a farm are derived [rom the sale of
farm products, is It not a little singular
that this leak, at Ieast, is not stopped?
And for a dozen years we have had our
attention called to i, and yet the: eovil
Eeems to grow.

To epeak plainly, the great busineas ac-
tivity prevalllng {n the Bastern and Mid-
dle Western siates i= felt here only to a
sllght extent. An anaiysls. that goes
stralght to the mark, will find as & rea-
son for that activity the manufacturing
industries that are springing up every-
where and furnishing weekly payrolls that
buy the farmier's produce. This not only
creates o market for the pesults of the
farmers' labor, but keeps the money in
the country. A man told me, while In
Chicago recently, that thers s now as

much money Invested In manufacturing |

eénterprises within a radius of & mlles
from that city as there Is in all the New
England states, This might have baen
flavored with a degres of Chleago enthu-
slasm, but Illlnols has become one of our
grent manufacturing states, and 1t would

be difficult to block out a sectlon of that ]

state, anywhers, the size of the Willem-
etta valley that does not support more
people than the whole state a4 Oregon.
That state s not nenrly so0 well supplled
with the mw material for manufacturing
articles for home consumption &s ls our
own, and' it {s only a question of time, of
coursa, when Lhis deplorable condition,
which Is undoubtedly the cause of what-
ever stagnant features attend our Indus~
tria] situation. will be removed.

Capitalists looking for o location for the
inzuguration of manufacturing enterprises
are not pleased with the prospect because
of our population belng Insufficlent to give
n promise of local consumption, and full-
handed farmers looking through the coun-
try are not encouraged to Invest becauss
there are not factories enough to furalsh
n good and profitable home marketl for
farm produce—the kind of market that
pays best 4n all countries. 80 wa are in
that unfortunate transitlon state where
wa not only do not “‘catch’™ Immigrants,
‘“soming and going,"” but lose them both
| Ways.

There can be no question as to the duty
of the state as & stale taking more actliva |

measures to invits immjsrsﬂon 0g the best | 0000000000000 0000040000000000000000000080000000000000

means of assisting In an emergency from
this condition. ‘We need more factorles
and miore peopla to patronize them. 'rha
:lack of these, In my judgment, forms the

basis of whatever s nnut!aﬁcmry in' our

"been in exceptionally good demand for
the past year, at high prices, and that eon-
dition premises to extend owver the year to
come., Wheat and hops dre unfortunately
low, but wa should not forget other prod-
ucts are bringing good prices, and some of
them exceptionally good omes. Above all
thinga, we should forever discard the ten-
dency to magnify the few conditions that

| are unsatlsfactory, to the exclusion of

| others, and appear to get actual comfort
from thelr contemplation.

The future of our state seems to be
bright. We have an Intelligent, Indus-
trious, conservative population supporting
a state government that is almple In form
and with perhaps fawer state officera than
any other one in the United States, Whan
we have a population of 1,000.000 our con-
dition will be such as to make us the best
state west of the Rocky mountains,

/

Balem, December 15, 1599,

BAKER COUNTY.

of Great Activity Imn Al

Branches of Industry.

Year

Tha year just ended witnessed great ac-
tivity and development In all branches of
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|

other Industries, resulted In & very gen- |
erally distributed prosperity for this |

county.

At least 3000 men, many of whom have
familles, have formed new homes and
feund new flelds for action with us duritng
the past year. The Immigration has large-
1y settled at Baker City., at Sumptsr and
in the adjoining mining distriets, and to

some extont in the agricultural districts |

surrounding Baker City.
Many FProductive Valleys.

The valley having the lowest altitude
lles along Snake river, and s wonderfully
productive af frult, vegetables and hay.
The frult la of excellent quality and of
numerous varietles, and finds o ready and
profitable market at home.

Powder river valley has an altitude of
about M0 feet. It Is about 3 miles long
and sbout seven wide. It Is well watered
on the weast by streams coming from the
Elkhorn mountains, and on the north
from Fowder river. By the development
and intelligent management of {ts water
systems, tha entire valley can be broughi
under cultivation.

Burnt river vallsy consists of a strip of
land about 50 miles in length and of vary-
ing width, but averaging In many places
from a mile to a mile and a haif In width.
There is sufficlent water for lrrigating
mosat of this farming land, and the crops
produced consist largely of hay, which s
used for stockralsing purposes, Much fruilt
is produced along the streams running
into the lower part of Burnt river.

Bumpter vailey, which is about 11 miles
In length, and has an avarage wldth of
about two mllés, Is devoted exclusively to

the ralsing of hay. The valicy being lo= |

cated In the vicinlty of the most active
mining operations, the hay commands at
times extremely high prices,

Eagle valley, located partially in Unlen
and partlally in Baker county, ls situated
about 42 miles from Baker Clty, and com-
prises about 13500 acres of land, nearly all
of which has been brought into a high
state of cultivation, there belng an abund-
ance of water to be sscured for all irri-
gating purposes out of Eagle creek at all
times of the year,

Pina valley s situatad In Union county,
about 10 miles from Bagle wvalley, 'and
comprises about 22000 acres of excellent
farming land, about two-thirds of which ls

{ now under cultivation, and the remalnder
of which can easily be brought Into cultd- |

wation.

The price of land {n Eagle valley {5 from
§$50 lo §16 per acre, and in Pine walley
from 325 to §00 per acre. Both of thése
valleys are naturally tributary to Baker
City.

Baker county !s In tha center of the
mining dlstrict of Eastern Oregon, and
contains within Ita boundaries a large pro-
portion of the producing mines of . East-
ern ‘Oregon, and along 1ta borders in all
directions it {8 surrounded by mineral
sectlons which are tributary to Daker
City. The mountalns furnlth an excellent
range for stock purposes for from elght
to nine months of the year, and ths val-
leys producs sufficlent hay to wintsr the

| stock ralsed In the county.

Baker City’s Commercial Positlom.

Baker City is located at the head of
Powder river valley, and s nearly in the

00000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000005000000000008000 0 “IP"!““I‘“’:’“ of about 300, now has a pop-
" ulation of

| the Bonanza mining section ks about

‘center of the county. It Is the business
and financial canter of the entirs mining

| country of Eastern Oregon. Itts the tarmi-
| nus of the Sumpter Valley Rallway Com-
| pany, and is ths supply point for and the
| distributing polnt of the mining, farming
| and stockralsing Interests of this section

of the state. It has a population of about
7000 people, and !s prepared to hoid and
maintaln |t financial and businéas Inter-
ests.

Sumpter, a town which two years ago
did not exist, and which one year ago hed

more than 1800. It Is in the
immediate neighborhood of what Is con-
gldered the richest mineral section ot
Eastern Oregon. Cracksr creek {3 about
geven mlles from Sumpter. Granite s
located about 14 miles from Sumpter, and
1
miles from Sumpter. Sumpter s a live,
enterprising, growing and prospercus
place. Granite, ta Grant ecounty, but
which is tributary to Baker Clty, ia lo-
cated cbout 14 miles from Sumpter, and
i in tho center of a Mch, prosperous min-
lng sectlon,
Huntington, located

in Baker county, I=

! pear the mouth of Burnt river and about

twn miles from Snake river, and & the
end of the O. R. & N. and of the Short
Line rallroads, It has a pepulation of
about 1000, and Is a supply peint for farm-
ers and stockmen for a distance of about

150 miles wasterly, and also is a supply
point for the mines Iying up and down

Brinks river and a portion of its farming
intereats.

Halnea, North Powder, Bridgeport,
Lower Powder, Express and Weatherby
are other principal polnts in the county.

In Baker county and the country trib-
utary to Baker Clty, about 150000 head
of cattle sre ralsed, about 100,000 head of
gheep, and about 9,000 pounds of wool
are produced annuslly.

Timber Resoarces.

The principal and most prosperoua lum-
ber company ia the Oregom Lumber Com
pany, a corporation organized under the

Bchool
28,670

1
!

1880 . sanessassnnassnissssnansnsasss

.................l.l.........

population. |

The following table shows the number of persons between four
twenty years of age In the atate, according to
superintendents:
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SCHOOL POPULATION OF OREGON SINCE 1873

and
reports of miate aschool
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‘hullnu:. and Industry in Baker county.
The m'e\'&lllnl hlsh prices for cattle,

|
s

taws of Utah.. which employs about 300
men. Its principal lumber mills are jo-
cated at Baker Clty, and It has a capacity
of about 200,000 feet of lumber in every M
hours, Other mills are located at amd

*

 near Baker City, which employ & m-m-‘(

ernbls number of men and manufacture &
imrge quantity of lumber,

| To the west of Baker City, commencing
&t a distance of about 10 miles therefrom,
and extending through the mountains e
Grant county, and for a long distance
therein, {3 one of the finest timber Dbells
in the Inland Emplre. Tha timbder con-
sista largely of pine, and Is of axcellamt
merchantable quality. The Sumpter Val
| lay rallway, which Is built from Baker
City to Sumpler, was originally intended
as an outlat for bringing this lumber to
market by means of & railroad. The tim-
ber adioining Sumpter vallay has largely
besny brought into use. This rallway com-
pany, which has dones much to davelop the
respurces of Baler county, has had In
contemplation for some time an extensian
of thelr line so as to intersect the timbor
helt on Burnt river, and now it la gener-
ally understood that thelr plans econtfem-
plate in 1200 to extend tnerr road to Burnt
river to a point near the Baonansa mine.
By so doing they will maka accesulbls for
markef purposes a belt of timber about
% miles In length aod about elsht miles
In width, which I8 coverad to almost its
entire extent by tmber !n everr way
suitable for marks: purposesa This, In
itzelf, will give employment to a vyaat
aumber of men, and wiil nssist in the ma.
terial advancement of Bak It
Is also genernlly understood @
intention of tha SBumpter V.
Company to extend thelr lUne &
and to make tributary to Baker
immensa cattle, mining and
sources of Grant county, which nt
ant are situated at a distance of
than 76 mies from raflss
Ing 4 large section of eountry N
oua and wvarfed mesources wil become
thoroughly developed and made to add to
the wealith of the state.

Five Mincral ZTones.

The mineral country tributary to Baler
Clity extends from the Sevan Devils, on
the Idaho »ilde alde of BnaRe river, to
Canyon City, In Grant counly. & th
of about 130 miles, and from tbe head af
the Grand Ronde river, on the m
to Huntington on the southeast, a
of about 0 miles, covering, in fact,
aren of about 4500 sguare miles
| prineipal product of the mines ln gald,
which is shipped In the form of bulllon
from Baker Clty, snd in the form aof o
and concentrates from the mines and
mills. Tla output of gold In Enstern Ore-

Yy s
farming re-
pres-
mars
ad, and by o do.

af

ieng

a din

Wl
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¥

a

gon 18 genernlly bellaved to he about 12000,
what

gLy tha
silem

heir

060 annczally, but no one car
true amount is, as tha min
are largely reticent about dise
recelpts, but this year tha First N
vank of Baker Cilty shipped 10008 In
bulilon more than during the year A
There 5 4 largs copper halt now
Sevaloped tributary to Baker Cliy, a
thers are silvér mines wiish In Uowe wll
becorne produstive.

The mineral district can be divided Into
five zones:

First—Ths Enake river Alsirict
inojuding the Beven [
pper mines, the
Iron Dy

onal

belnz

copper,
Snake river co
portant of which Is the
near the mau;h of Plne crecic In

county, the sacock and | J
groups, the Buthburg and MMineral sfives
and copper claims, and the Soake river

d—Ths Cornucopia mines
from Snake river to Unlog,
well-known Union-Companion mines, ¢
Spurta and B v districia, the Glkis
and Copper Quesn mines,
Third—The Loakaut district,
from Lowar Powder river to H

with .t

extonding

with tha Virtue, Filagstaff. Ct
Gold Hill, Gold Ridgs, Weatherby-Eonan.
zn and othar mines

Fourth—The Elkhorn dlytrict
from the mouth of Powd
Grand Ronde river, Including the

ereck veln, which has upon It t
known producing mines, Caol =
eonda, North Pole ior.

Within thia belt wre ti
tull productlon, and

in
Chloride,

L} npnml]rlﬂi FPronperity.

ll“"f""“"' "n"li I 1 " ;’ I\' ¥
is more @ perous than ever t HE
Flrat National bank of Baker ( "
int day of December, 15298, bad o1 t
a Utile lesa than SO0 A
there wern but two banks In
ty. At present there are M
amount of dep

bank of Bake
December of this ye
The Iaiest,

w

ty was

Ihex group of
A large
Freoch &

and ia
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Baker City,

CLACKAMAS COUNTY.

Proximity to Portland an Tmportaat
Factor iun Development.
| —

ng Sn nrom

ne

Clackamas ecounty econta

1350 sguars
touches the
Portiand.

wcklcails

pr

taing. In extent it {3 ap
miles north acd south,
| and wesat,
About one-third of the county Is sus-
ceptible of cultivation, the remainder be-
Ing timbered and mountain regions, wai-

I ) miles east




