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A TIMELY RECALL.

Salem’s Committes of One Hundred
has set forth in preamble and resclu-
vtions the right doctrine in regard (o
public education. Briefly stated, it is
declared that the wiatle should not pro-
wvide educational facilities beyond what
iz termed & good common school edu-
cautlon; thit the endowment funds of
the wiate university and agricultaral
college, with reasonable charges for tui-
tion, abould be ample for support of
those Institutions: that further appro-
prigtions from the general fund ought
not to be maude o any cducational es-
wnbiishment; that ull laws now provid-
ing or requiring m levy of taxes
Tor support of the =iate unlversity
mbould be repealed: and finally, that the
Jows should be o amendsd as 10 do
away with all free tuition, or favorli-
i=m In scholarships, It Is proposed to
recommentd these suggestions to the
Jegisinture, with the request that they
By enncted into law,

This strikes the right key.
lle edoeational establishment s im-
mensely overgrowsn, During the last
Twelve or fifteen years It has been in-
oreased by continval additions. The
school machine, which has dictated the
Jegisintion, and then piled additions,
in the way of rule and regulztions,
upon the legisintive acts, till Pelion has
been heaped on Ossa, has (tself grown by
what it has fed on, til it has become
& greater power than any political ring
wver known in the state. i tries o
make or sumake stete officinle, 1o dic-
tate the election of members of the leg-
islature, and even threaians 1o appest
in the arena wheres the election of Uni-
ted Sates senatlors ix contested, if i
demands are not complled with, or if
mn effort shall be made to check its ra-
pacily or refuse ils demands, The sys.
1em it has created has given rise to the
scandulous scramble recently witnesssd
in the selectilon of achoolbooks, The de-
talle of its administration throughout
ure costly and needless, und It is feared,
vorrupl.  Adoption of the recommenda-
Toms of the Salem Committee of One
Humlred would go far toward destruc-
on of the gtate school machine. One
recommendalion, quite as necessary an
the rest, was, however, omitted. ‘The
oflice of state snperintendent ought o
be aboliehed. We shouid pot be con-
tent merely to heck the limbs; we
EBhould first hew the head off.

The true function of public educs-
Lion lea wholly within the common
Bchool. But even the common school
bus been expanded Into a complicated
mtd  enormous  machine, requiring
greater expenditure of energy by
feachers and of money by taxpaycrs
1¢ keep & vast system of unneces-
=ary parts in motion, than to do
1ihe real work of the schools. Simplicity
35 lost sight of, and the study Is how
20 do the plainest things In the most
Troublesome ways.

The state university at Eugene, and
&he stute agricultural coliege at Corvul-
s, both have annual appropriations
direct from the staje. This system
throws upon the taxpayvers the charge
of providing a collegiate education for
& favored few. There 8 a special pro-
Zibition of any charge or fee for tui-
tion in the siate university, but a di-
oot tax upon the people takes from
them SZ2.000 to §24.000 a vesr as a con-
tribution to its support. This explains

The pub-

bow it is that the regents were able
to take up the discarded superintemd-
ent of public instruction (McElroy)

and give him a fine salary as a lterary
professor in & depariment crested for
him. The legislature should repeal the
law that authorizes thls tax, and, as
the Ealem One Hundred recommend,
“do nway with all free tuition or favor-
Iism in schoiarshin” The state never
should levy taxes for edurational pur
puoses beyond the means necessary for
common-schosl  fnstraction. Within
this line it venders 2 service common to
all. Going beyoend It it favors the fow
al the expense of the many, and taxes
the public 10 do for individuals what

they oughlt o do for themeelves. No
Young man possessing &8 common-

schosl education, ever yet In America
wis surroanded by such difflcuities g
vould prevent him from oblaining a
higher education if he wanted i2; but,
whether he could or coulMd not obtain
It by his own exertions, the state does
net owe it 1o hims and has no right to
make him it= favorite,

Portland’'s Commitiee of One Hun-
dred could hardly do a better thing
than W take up the Salem Commit-
tew's recummendations on this subject
and make them its own. The Orego-

plan is glad 1o heraid, as ons of Lhe
signs of the times, & renwakening sense
of the proper lmits and true functions
of public education, Thes Salem declur-
ation I3 & oole thal sounds a thoely

4

recall to u system that, during Tecent
years, bas been much perverted from
its proper Intent.

PEACE OSLY AT PEKING.

Nothing will come of the pending
peace negotintions. It 1s ciear that
Ching has not been thrashed enough.
Her envaya have been forbldden to dis-
cuss the question of cession of terri-
tory. China expects to make peace up-
on the basis of the independence of Co-
rea &end o war indemnity. She would
have welcomed these terma before the
taking of Port Arthur, when the Japan-
esa had po important footing on Chi-
nese soil. They are absurdiy inade-
quate now. The independence of Coren
is an established fact. No concession
by China f& needed 10 confirm it. Japan
will accept no pledge of war indemnaity
from & corrupt, perfidious and bankrupt
Eovermment unless socured by cessiun
of territory. The peace negolistions
will break down at thiz point.

Japan Is not eager for peace, and will
weleome the opportunity for farther
conquests opened to her by the mad-
ness of China. Undoubtedly the Jap-
anese have done 2il they eould to retard
and make barren peace negotiations,
without inviting condemnstion and pos-
tible interference from Europe. They
will be rejolced to be put in position
where they can refuse j=ace without
the blame of Injustice.

Truth is, the work of Jepan Is not
done. Her mission is not performed.
It ia not well elther for her own goveérn-
ment or for the people of China; It
wotilld be contrary to the political in-
terestes of Asia and to the commercial
Interesis of the whole world that the
war should stop short of occcupation of
the capitnl and the complete regencra-
tion of the empire. There have been
muny hintsg ln pewspaper correspon-
denee that the national vanity of Japan
cannot be satislled with anything less
than a peace dictuted and signed in the
enemy’s capital. Muoech more than na-
tlonul vanlty s Involved, Probably
the Japaness could not make a1 secure
pence gut of the capital., There s no
securily for a war indemnity except In
contro! of the central power of taxation.
The territory so far conquered gives no
eommand of financinl rescurces, though
Japan might be content to annex it In
Hey f money payment. But If she
wishes to hold territory temporarily,
merely ag a pledge for monesy, Jupan
can hardly avoid going to Peking and
assuming control of Internal tax collec-
tton, sincs the European powers would
not permit her (o take control of the
customs at the treaty ports.

The establishment of the Japaness at
Peking for some years, during payment
of a large war indemnity, would benefit
the Chinese natlon immeosely and
would, in the end, serve the best Inter-
ests of all commercial natlons. They
would, in their own interest, introduce
modern methods of fiscal ndministra-
tion and put an end to corruption in the

civil service, Even if the occupstion
were only temporary, Chinn would
learn useful lessons in  governmoent

from her eonquerors, and the decaying
emplre might take 3 new leass of e
after thelr departure, 1o the digtinet ad-
vantage of every nntion that wishes
o carry on fir trode with China, and
1o the disappolntment only of thoss that
wait o seime the fragments the
ruined empire. The advantage to the
commercial world would be still greater,
if the Japanese occoupation and fiscal
control were to drift grmiu;*\, us that
of England in Egypt has drifled. into a
permanenl protectorate. No happior
fute than this could overtake the peo-
ple of Chinn.

of

Engillsh papers are preparing 1o make
all the capitnl possible out of the re-
tributive acts of the Japanese upon the
cccasion of the capture of Port Arthur.
Evidence of the nature and extent of
these acts his been collscted and cure-
fully sifted. Probably the truth in re-
lation to Lthem, so fur as It ever will be
ascertalned, was published in American
papers weeks ago, The Japanese gav-

ernment has made frank and manly
admisslon of the misconduct of its
troops, and has promissd to conirol

them better hervafier. There is nothing
more 10 be sald about the incident. The
English papers are rehashing [t with
artistig exaggerations to stir up public
epinfon in Hurope to the point of sap-
purting forcible intervention to put an
end to the war, Of course, the motive
of this #fort is not humanity, but Jde-
w¥ire 10 protect the commercinl Interests
¢f Great Britaln In Asin, The guality
of British humanity, when commercial
intepests do not run along with i, has
been proved in India and Africa by
bioodier and more cruel reprisnis than
those of the maddened Japanese at
Port Arthur. 1t I8 not likely, therelors,
ihat the affected harrer of the English
presa will meke much impression opon
the powers of Europe, sspecially as the
quality of Rursian, French snd German
numanity, as proved in the Caucasus,
in Algiers and in the French provinces,
is ot noticeably different from Engilish.
The attitude of these nations toward
the Asiatic war will be governed by
considerations of pelicy rather than of
humanity. There will be no Interven-
tion il Russian, German and French
policy rung with British in this regard,

The right man for United States sen-
ator for Oregon on the silver standard
platform is Hon. Jonathan Bourne.
He Is the true silver champion of the
state, the real corypheus of the silver
movement; he Is itz apostle, prophet,
philosopher, publicist, high priest, polit-
jeal orgunizer amd campalgn leader.
The effort for the silver standard in
Oregon is based on his energy and in-
tellectunl power. it is he who has
switched off from thelr party’s policy
men like Fulton, Tongue, and othsr
politicians; it I8 he who has called
them into service under the sliver fag,
for siiver monomatalism They
but puppets, as he pulls the stripgs. He
supplisz them with their phragss and
arguments, out of his wealth
quipedalinn words of haszy meaning,
studisd from his sllver phrase-book
Mr. Bourne is a wery able man
Through his talents he has mounted
the throne of the silver party in Ore-
gon; politicians gather nt hisg feet or
speed 2t his bidding. He is the real
leader; The Oregodlan gives him the
honor, and (U srusts he will not e tos
maodest to clalm lls due rewand Na-
poleon ought to be on a back seat,

are
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The Orepgonlan is told that It= duty
to the West requires It to jolo in the
call for free colnage of silver. 1s the
West, then, 1o diciate the money
standard of the oouniry and of the
worid? It i=s The Oregonlan’s impres-
sion that the valoe of the materials of
which money is made, gold and silver.
and 1helr relation or ratio to each cther,
are adjusted in the world's markats. Bo
it has doubis whether the Wesl could
enforce any different relation or ratio,

whether it would be the real lut.-ut
of the West, =ven If it couid, to force
on the United States a money standard
different from that of the chief coun-
tries of the worid. The prices of our
greatl export products are fixed in those
places where thess exported products
are marketed, and fixed on the gold
basin Then, If prices be fixed in this
couniry on the silver basis, we musi
be sufferers at least to the extent of
exchange fuctuntions, which always
discourage exports from the country of
lowsr money siandard. Again, labor
always loses In countries where a low
money standard prevalls, In no other
countries is labor so badly paid as
silver money countriea. The West can-
not fores the United States to the silver
basis if it would; but if it could and
should, it would Injure itself and the
whole country irreparably.

THE LATEST FROM MAINE.

The latest report of the praclical
workings of the prohibition law In
Msine comes from a special correspon-
dent of the Boston Herald, who gives
statistics of the city of Lewiston that
ars startling to one who looks upon
Maine 83 2 “dry state” Lewiston = a
clty of about 25,00 population, and ac-
cording to the correspondent nearly 300
pay the special United States liguor
tax. This is but a few less than in the
cily of Portiand, with more than three
iimes the population. In estimating
the number of places where liguor Is
sold no one placed it at less than 400,
and some went as high as 50, An gld
resident informed him that on Lisbon
gtreet, the chisf business thoroughfare,
there were 150 of these places. He went
into some of them and ascertalned that
he had only to ask for a drink to re-
ceive it, and that there was no pra-
tense of secrecy made. Drug stores,
barber shops and cigar stands were the
chief liguor-dispensers, and a= & ™le
the stuff they sold was very viie. The
hotels did a largs but more guarded
business.

During the ysar the police made 44
arreste of which 292 were for drunkon-
neas, being twoghirds of the whols
This may have been because the polson
eold at these unllicensed places made Its
drinkers fighting drunk quicker than
decent whisky would kave done, What-
ever the causs [t shows & pretty large
Eroportion of drunks in a city =vhere it
ia unilawful to s=ll liguor. The city
liguor agent cost the taxpayers $5770 30,
and he collected for the city $6784 07,
The city not only lost the llcense money
it might have had to help pay the no.
lice authorities to care for the 292
drunks, but wa=s oot of pocket on the
expense of collecting fines for violation
of the law,

Whenever such a state of affaira is
shown to exist, sither as to a prohibi-
tory law or any other, the invariabls
answaer made by g supporters Is thas
If the officers did their daty It would
be different. The answer to this is that
officers almost always Jdo thelr doty

wn backed up by public sentiment,
and that If they do not it s easy to
elect others who will. Fallure 1o en-
force a law Iz evidence that there 8
not encugh active publie sentiment de-
manding iz enforcement. It is
thing for 2 majority to go to the polls
and vote for a certaln measure and
quite another to create a public senti-
ment that will insist upon the enforce-
ment of the messure in its practical
workings. Prohibition is oply possible
un 2;" thes Jatter £
pro 108 {5 o Taree, Practich Proe
hibition can only be hnd when a pre-
punderance of pubiic sentiment actively
demands it. Thiz suggesis that the fu-
ture of prohibition or any other form of
1estriction of the ligoor traffic depends
more upon cducation than upon law,

Gnae

The energy of the clty physiclan, cor-
dinlly seconded by the ocouncil, has
made quarantine of public school pupils
affilcted with contaglons diseases of-
fective. This will tend to check the
gpread of typhold fever, scarlet Tever
ehd diphtherin, which sare shown by the
annual report of the health officer 1o have
been unduly prevalent the past vear.
Purification of the domestic water supply
by the Introduction of Bull Run water
will go far to cut off these digcases at
thelr orizin. Tainted water I8 the main
source of typhold ond the most com-
mon source of scarlet fever and diph-
theria. RBut tainted sir alss is danger-
ous, both directly, through infaction of
the throat and alr passages, and Indl-
rectly, by conveying poaison to watsr
and =0 to the stomuach. Alr is taintad
by decaying organic matler anywhere,
whether in streects or back-yards, neg-
locted lots, cesspools, open vaults or
Jeaky sewer conmections. The efMuyi-
um from filth In any of these places
may be as deadly as pulsonous water,
Not all sources of infection have been
cut off. The most dangerous that re-
main s&re the basement abominations
and unsciontific plumbing of some of
the public school bulldings,

Abolish the state commissions. They
are costly and useless. There i= no
need of the raflroad commission or of
the state board of equallzalion. The
rallrond commission has no powers,
and most of the roads are bankrupt
and jn the hunds of the courts. As for
the board of equallzation, its dutles
may again be performed, as of old, by
a board consisting of the governor, sec-
retary of state and s£tste treasurer.
These officials can be required to do o
great deal more work than they have
been doing. without oppressing them in
the least; and they will not have
work as hard as the common herd of
citizens do these times, either,

The only question as silver la,
whether the country wants to go to the
sflver basis or not. It now has the
gold standard, with large auxiliary
use of silver. Free coinage of silver
would give it the silver standard and
=ilver monometalism; for gold, werth
o much more, would not clrcuiate
with sfiver when silver was the stand-
ard, the silver dollar necessarily re.
duced to the value of silver in the bul-
Hon market. The cunly question, there-
fors, as to siiver 18, whether we want
to go to the sllver basis, or not

to

The Atianta exposition has ssked
the gpovernment to issve n special post-
nge stamp to commemorate and boom
the fortheoming cotton exposition.
The remembrance of the Columbian
stamp monstrosity = too yivid as yet
for this request to meet popular ap-
proval. The gigantio postage stamp is
unsightly, cumberzsome and (liver pads
belng cheap) unnecessary., Lot the ent-
ton exposition be boomed—if the gov-
ernment is to lend its aid to a local in-
dustry—In a Jess oljectionable way.

January 8, which passed wvesterday,
has not been so noted in Oregon for
the battle of New Orleans as for the
famous “fifth and sizth resolutions.™

if it should try, Besides, It questions

of the
of the
the control It
was the of & division in the

continued to this day.

The Oregonlan’s legislative corres-
pondence this morning polnts out a fact
concerning the oppgsition to Senator
Dolph which should not be overlooked.
An effort has been made to throw dust
in the cyes of the penpie of the sta‘e
by representing that a sort of imper-
sonal clamor is golng up from nobody
knows just where against Mr. Dolph's
re-election. It Is time to say plainiy
that senatorial booms do not get them-
selves up and then cast about for some
one on whom the mantle may be
thrown. The opposition to Senator
Dulph i= the creature of those who want
the oflice for themselves. It Is the re-
sult of planning and forethought in the
interest, mainly and originally, of C.
W. Fulton, of Astoria, dirccted by Jon-
athan Bourne.

Senator Vest is undoubtediy rigat
when he says a majority of the senace
would vote to repeal the Havemeyer
doties if they had the chance. The
Havemeyer senators make the greatest
obstacle to a change in the rules which
would permit a majority of the senate
to legislate. Under the present rules,
half & dozen corrupt scoundrels, whom
no senator would listen to or follow,
have absolute power to prevent legisla-
tion.

The American Bagk Company has got
everything. This was expected. The
result has coat a Jot of Jabor and mon-
ey, for which the trust will recoup
grandly during the next six years. In
& short thome R. L. Edwards will lat
it be known who 18 to be elected schoal
director in Portland for the ensmng
year. The Information may be expect-
ed to leak out through Brother Roby.

The great renson why money is scarce
Is the =x0e=s of the substitutes for mon-
¢y. This excess keeps money ln a fever,
through fear that redemption cannot
be continued. If we should call in and
burn two or three hundred millions of
demand notes we should have n
greatl deal more money than now;
for then the fear of loss of the
basis and value of money would
be removed, and money would rest
on confidence m.

Will the Salem Statesman, which has
found fault with Portland's Committes
of One Hundred for directing part of Its
attention o state affairs take notice
thet Salem’s Committee of One Hun-
dred I8 not “gonfining ltself to local
mitters.” but is “meddling with state
affalrs,” and in fact “spreading itseif
all over the state?” We may add it is
doing some very sensible meddling and
spreading, too, and trast it will con-
tinue.

The popullsts, who claim elght votes
in the next senste, want the republi-
cang to join them in organizing it to
demonstrate to the public, especialiy in
the South, how easy it is to command
patronage by fusion. If the republicans
are wise, they will keep clear of this
alliance, It will cost them more in the
North and Enast than they possibly san
galn in the South.

P?h'é?siilufumd o5t of the government
of the city of New York for this year
is but little short of $40,000,0040, The
World remarks that this is “two-thirds
the cost of the natlonal government
before the war and for exoeeds the »x-
pense of any state government in the
Union.” Tammany levied §20,000,000
more In the way of blackmalil.

The supreme court of the =tate has
both a clerk and a reporter. One man
can render the serviee of both; and
the féps, moreover, may be so dis-
posed of as to save much to the stat=,

Suppoxe the legislature of Oregon
should elect a sliver ssnator—what?
One more blatant fool In the genate of
the United States would not change the
values of the world.

Oregon's legislatuire will assemble
next Monday. Then should begin, as
poor Bill Watkinds us=ed to say, the
work of “cleansing the Oregon stables.”

The legisiature at the coming ses-
ajon must smash the school ring. It s
the big ring and the corrupt ring of (he
state.

Punch's advice on marriage will be
excellent for young women whoe think
of going to Sglem to get clerkships—
Don't.

PERSONS WORTH K.\'O\\'ISGI ABOUT.

The Duchesz of York for some years
has devoted a portion of her leisure in the
winter to the manufacture of clothes for
the poor.

The latest work of Ernst von Hesse
Wartegy is 2 book on Corea, for which he
collected the material while his wife, Min-
nte Hauk, spent a symmer in Japan,

Quesn Victoria received three prizea at
the Smithfield cattleshow and the Prince
of Wales captured two. British royalty
either raises fine catile or has a strong
“pull.”

The queen of Sweden, who has always
taken an Intérest in hospitals and the
aursing of the sick, had the first experi-
ments made In Sweden with the new cure
for diphtheria,

Archdeacon Farrar has been appointed
one of the queen's private chaplains in
place of the late Canon Frothero. The
official title |s deputy clerk of the closet
in ordinary to her majesty.

Bartram Hiles, the armiess artist, of
Bristol, England, whose pictures, skeiches
and designs have won for him several
prizes, is only ¥ years old, and, though
he grasps his brush between his teeth and
paints with muech dexterity, he was not
born armiess. His arma were amputated

above the elbow in consequence of a
tramcar accident when he was E yeurs
eld.

Dr. Burrell, whose church Tom Platt
joined because of certaln live discourses
against ““bosses,” preached by Dr. Park-
hurst, has a great terror of ““Trilby."” He
thinks that cne of the greates: dangers
of the wotlal evil s Its Influence on lt-
ernture, 1 deplore the facy™ he says,
“that such 4 povel ss this should have
gzined 30 many readers in this country
whereas in England It has fallen far™

Mre. Yates, of New Zeaiand, the oniy
lady mayor ig the Britlsh dominlons, Is
1o go on a prolonged lecturing tour at the
close of her term of office, a few months
hence. She is to be piloted through the
colenies and to England by Mr. R. 8
Smythe, the well-known Impressario. Mrs,
Yates |8 on excellent pialform spealker,
and duting the iast ten Years has taken
a prominent part ln the agitation that re-
sulted in ths regent legislation of female
suffrage in New Zealand.

Drink was the cause of all the mlsfor-
tunes of James Walker, Lhe 211 partner
of Bonanea Falr, In the day of his pros-
perity his wife gave many slegant recep-

formulated at Salem, Jamuary §, 1§70,

had a contract with a hackman
him at the traln every sight and

A Florentine named Polagsi,
tasta for poetry, undertook to

companions, the subject of his poem wWas
to be chosen on the spot by a committee
of the audisnce. After the lady lom-
tamer had performed 4 serpentime dance
in the cage, the Intrepid director entered
it, and announced to the public that the
sole object of his novel undertaking was
to give the readers of hiz journal some
idea of his impressions in a den of lions.
Upon recelviog the subject of his poem
Signor Polazzi sat down at a small table
provided with writing materials, scized a
quill, and composed the ritornello, quite
oblivious, to all appearance, of the llons”
presence. In five minutes the work was
finished, and the author then stepped out
of the cage and read the poem amid the
plaudits of the cnlookers.

MR. SCHUYLER'S LETTER.

A Member of the “One Hundred"
Makes Some Remarks Upon It.
PORTLAND, Jan. £ —(To the Editor)—
Reviewlng briefly the letter of Mr, Schuy-
les, it Is trie that reservoirs J and € were
located before he came, and for this orig-
inul location the chilef engineer ks respon-
eible; but very soon after Mr, Schuyler's
arrival, the danger of the situation be-
came apparent, and s very lttle work
had been then done, it could easily have
been stopped. The location must, there-
fore, be considered as having been fully

acquicsced in by all the engineers.
Instead of paving sufficlent attention to
this duanger, the enginesrs, although
warned to the contrary, carried on thelr
excavations and lald on thelr cement lin-
Ing apparently (n full faith that the slopes
would stand. At what is known as the
big cut on tne West Side raliroad, and at
three great siides of simllar character on
the Cornell road, of very recent occur-
repee, thers were striking instances al-
most within our city limits of the in-
stability of much fatter slopes, even when
uncut; but 1 do not think Mr. Schuyler
even went to see them.

The buttresa that Mr. Schuyler refers to
in the upper reservolr was no part of the
original plan, but was an expensive plece
of patching, similar to many other devices
of Uke character, both at the upper and
lower reservolr. In fact, other engineers
have sald that changes were so frequent,
that it iz doubtful if ever thore was any
sufliciently well-considered original plan,
and it s almost certain that had not
public clamor compellsd a change, the
dams and reservolrs would have been
even less substantially constructed than
they now are. There {8 no question but
that in an engineering sense, the work
was too much hurrisd, but a consclentious
engineer dealing in problems of such grave
Importance would not have allowed any
committes to hurry him beyond the dan-
ger point.

But whatever excusa can be offered for
the park ressrvoirs, there is absolutely
none for reservoir No. 2, at Mount Tabor.
So good was the natural foundation hers
that it required a skilled bungler to put
In & bottom that could fall out; and still
the thing was dJdone.

It may be in Mr. Schuyier’'s opinion
somewhat officlous for the Committes of
One Hundred to express ltself upon these
matters, The damage to reservolr Noo 2
may be by sub-sngineers reated lightly,
as trifling—as only costing $1500 to repalr,
a5 in fact altogether too Hitle a thing
to justify criticism; but 1T do not think
the public will so judge. We have fought
hard to reduee the salaries of school
t=nohers, flremen, policemen and others,
where & great many of such reductions
world be required to -make up §50, and
why should we not criticlse engineering
mistakes that are sure (o cost the city
220,000, and possibly fAve times that sum?

The witer commmittes, fine committes
s It Is, and it= employes must stand ap
to be judgel of thelr work as any other
city committee or commission, aml so
long as the Committee of One Hundred
exist=s as now comstituted, it will doubt-
less deal with hizh-priced engineers just
as unceremontously as it doe=s with the
lowest-priced officinl in the city.

The upper reservolr at the park, as a
reservolr, is practically a wreck—§5,000
may orf may not permanently repalr it
The lower re=servolr i3 subject to the =ame
danger, and unles==s careful engihesrs and
other observers are at fault, is already
showing signs of wenkness, Reservoir
No, 2 at Mount Tabor, has falled, and
at the lowest cstimate will cost $158 to
repalr, and it may cost much more, Mr,
Schuyler was fully trusted, had practically
unhmited resources, and notwithstanding
this. even the oid Roman engineers did
better work. One hundred years from
now thesa reservolrs as origisally con-
siructed should be standing unimpaired.
If thi=s shall happen 1o be the cuse, 1 will
then gather together as many of the Com-
mittee of One Hundred as may be on the
game dlde of the “Grent Guif” and will
with them consider the subject of making
all due and proper apologies.

THOMAS N. STRONG.
———

A PLEASANT EPISODE.

President Cleveland's Grand Reeccop-
tion nt Georgetown, S O,

It appesrs that the president’s imtest
vizil to the South, says the Washington
Post, amonnted to something more than
a delightful and refreshing episode of
spart. It had, alse, a social side, and one
of pecullnr and memorable interest. All
pecounts agree that the shooting expe-
dition was eminently successful from ev-
ery point of view. The weather wus per-
fept, the game plentiful, and the circums-
stances thoroughly satisfactory. Mr.
Claveland enjoyved the outdoor life of
which be is so fond, and from which he
derives such substantial benefits; and he
returns, we are happy to say, VOry ma-
terially Improved In heaith and spirits.

But Mr. Cleveland had an experience in
that lttle villuge of Georgetown, 8. C,,
whereof he will Hke to think in the days
to come The word "‘reception” is, we
know, suggestive of anything rather than
pleasure to the eminent public man who
may be its appuinted victim on the occa-
gion, and it will be remembered that the
president declined wvery hastily when he
first learned that such an affliction was
proposed in his case by the patriotic peo-
ple of Georgelown., He relented, however,
afterward, and, as we have =ald, the
chances are that he iz glad the second
thought occurred (o0 him. As things
turned out, the “Teception,’”” as under-
stood in Georgetown, 8. C., was not the
fussy, tiresome, unprofitable function that
the president had, with only too much
reason, apprehended. It was & simpie,
kindly, cordial and well-bred demonstra-
tion of esteem. Therse wWas no vVoigar,
nuisy ostentation, no offensive scrambile
for precedence, no (li-bred effort to turn
the president into an exhibition. The
people came togeiher In an unaffected
spitit of losalty 1o the nation's represent-
ative, and Jalned in & testimony of respect
and affection toward an llustrious fel-
low cltizen. They gnthered from miles
around, serious, hospliable, considerate,
soberiy, delighted. Omne lady, the widow
of a former governor — Allston — of the
state, rode nearly 20 miles In her car-
ringe (o greel the president of the United
States and offer him her ceremonious but
wincers homage. Elighty-Ave years of age,
though sill erect and courtly of manner,
this charming and venerable surviver of
a chivalrous geperation lent to a beau-
fitul and homely scene the ploturesgue
touch that made it wholly perfect,

We are told that Mr. Cleveland was
deeply impressed by the experience. He
found himself surrounded by friends, én-
veloped in an atmosphere of gepuine re-
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Washington Siar (Ind.),
There is one thing that the democrata
have been groatly surprised at. They

3 In
dread of the taunts they would have to
endure from the republicans, especially
from Reed. They braced themselves for
the trying ordeal and assumed an awik-
ward alr of deflance o bhelp them In
facing It out. To tkeir utter astonish-
ment, Reed has scarcely glven them any
notice, and from the genernl bearing
of the republicans it would be difculr
to find any indication of the triumph
they feel,

In this is disclosed a tralt of Mr.
Reed's character which {8 not generally
recognized. Every one ls 8o in the habit
of looking upon Reed as a fighter and
& bitter satirist that the liea of his being
magnanimous ls not suggested. He has
n playful way of tormenting men of
light welght who try to pose as states-
men, wnd in a contest with an equal
is aggressive and uncompromising,
but he always stops fghting when his
adversary is down. He s not given o
the habit of crowing over a fallen foe,
and he is not apt to remind the demo-
crats of thelr bad plight unless sn oc:
casion where such a reminder s
necensary, His exultation over hia victory
in compelling the democrats to count 3
quorum was carried only to the extent
nefessary to impress the fact wpon the
recotd and to make it elear to the publie
that hls own course while speaker had
been vindicated to that extent. Reed
I= no more than ordinarily aminble,
shows no migus of trying to cultivate
popularitr, and is as prononnced in his
opinions and seemingly as free to take
a poaition on any guestion as he ever
was. 1In his short speech on the rallroad
pooling bill he showed clearly enough
that he was not disposed to play the
demagogue, and If he has not yet ap-
peared muth in the proceedings of the
house, there is no evidence that he Is
trying to avoid taking a position on any
question. The most noticeable change in
his bearing lies in bis appearing to be
alweys busy. During the two congresses,
up to this time, that he has been out of
power, he has been conspicuous on
the floor for his attitode of Indolence
and the satirical expression of wearl-
ness which rested on his face while
the demorrats were floundering about
in thelr efforts to do something. He
would loll back In hiz chalr lke a Jazy
glanil, elther watching over affairs with
only an occasional evidence of Interest,
or surroundad by o group of admirers,
who lietened to his indolent fromy, Te-
ceiving his remarks with loud bursis of
laughter.

Now he has an alr of buainess about
him. His expre=sion of countenance Is
more serious, and his frequent confer-
ences with his friends are conducted
with heads close together, and are not
accompanied with peals of laughter. He
s more frequently In the cloakroom
than fn his seat, but whether In the
cloakroom or In his seat, he s usuaily
In earnest conversation with some of
his colleaguca. Hix Influence with his
party associates is directad toward hold-
ing them down, with a view of as-
gembling all thelr reserve force to deal
with the problems confronting them in
thelr progrzss towand complete restorn-
tion In powzr, and to avoid errors which'
are apt to come from Impetuosity, He
does not want them (o assume any re-
sponsibilities which do not belong 1o them,
ot to make any attempis to Jdo the impos-
sible.

An, Experiment Without Phusses,

Chicago Herald.

An experiment of great interest and im-
portance will be tried at the coming ses-
slon of the Wisconsin legislature. The
railroads have announced, and the press,
backel by publlc sentiment, has de-
manded the aholition of the pass evil and
abuse, The railroads evidently are in
earnest, for ench company has appointed
a pass clerk to be mtationed at Madison
during the se:ion, whose duty it will be,
of  course, ‘0 refuse applications for
passes. The corps of clerks appolnted for
this duty is upusaally strong. The sand-
baggers will be on hand in force, of
courss, to defeat the pass reform. The
Americon Hallway Union pregramme, (o
compel the employment of double the pres-
#nt number of traln hands on each train,
and the old 2cent=a-mile passenger rate
bl will have advocates. The outcome
will be awaitad with thrilling sensations
by an anxious public.

The Spirit Still Abldes,
Baston Heraki.

The return of the great New England
day, on which we celebrate the landing
of the Pllgrim fathers at Plymoulh, Is so
near the great Christian hollday that it
has latterly been diminished in impor-
tance, but the landing at Plymouth Rock
can never pass out of our history or censge
to have a meaning for those In whose
veins flows the blood of the Pligrim
fathers, 'The spirit of those men still lives
and animates the minds and hearts of our
best men and women. If the Puritan
falth languishes, the Pilgrim spirit abides
and Is reflected in all that is best in our
daily life. The s=tting forth of these con-
victions in public demonstrations |s the
meaning of the great New England fesii-
val, and our literature ls full of the splirit
of the Pilgrim= and the Puritans as they
ghaped and guided the setilements on the
coast and gave character to the commun-
ity In which they lived,

— s

Ostrich Farminz Not a Success.

New York Sun.

An ostrich farmer In Southern Califer-
nia says the ostrich experiment Is not an
entire success, although not & complete
fallure. He was one of the firat to en-
gage In the business of raising the big
birds for thelr feathers, and expected to
realize 4 big fortune gqulckly. He says
that, while much mansey has been derived
from the sale of feathers, the blrds do not
Increase as rapldly as was expected. Then,
veéry many are 20 vielous that It s lm-
possibleé to remove the feathers withoul
killing them. He still hopea that, as the
farmers gain more experience In the man-
sgement of the ostriches, the business may
become a= big & success s was at float
expected.

Mr. Springer as ¥Manager.
Washington Post.

Secretary Caclisle doubtless desires It to
be generally understood that his presiden-
tial boom is not dependesnt upon Mr
Springer's -nanagement of his currency
plan.

No Cause for Worry.
8t. Louls Globe-Democral.

After a calm survey of the elections of
1804 the demnacrats have concludsd that
there |s no nesd to worry at gpiresent over
a pivotal state or & logical candidate.

—_——
The Only Sare Wnay.
Chicago Inter Ocean.

The only way SBscretary Carlisle can
Keep his gold as long us there |s o demo-
eratic administration in power i= o bury
it in the backyard and camp on the grave

e
Freese 1t Out.
Chicage Inter Ocean.

The more the Carjlale wikleat scheme is

stodied the weaker it will get. If the

. *d d "

A charity ball is Pendlelon's present
soclety effort.

A merchants” parnival, to raise funds Tor
road !mprovement, ls propossd in Baker
City.

Pendletan, Athens and Heppoer are col-
lecting & carioad of provisions for Ne-
braska.

The Istand Chty Mercantile & Milling
Compeny has gone Into the pork-pack-
ing busines=
The movement (o establish a cresmery
at Afbany is nol meeting with mueh en-
couragement.

A farm residence at Falrfl=li, belonging
to Dr. J. M. Keene, of Salem, was burped
Saturday night.

Haker City businiss men are demand-
ing an |mcrease In the police force and
talking apout a cofimittes of safety o
look after loafers and tramps.
The Bullen Bridge Company has com-
pleted the Grant county bridges across
the John Day, at Prairie City and Hall's,
and iz at work on the bridge at Daywville
While hunting near Miller's, in Linn
county, Bunday, Ed Prettyman, a Port-
land youth of 17 years, rested the mumule
of his gun on his foot and foole! with
the trigger until the gun was discharged
and the foot Jost (ts largest toe.
A long petition by “taxpayvers, water
consutners and laboring men™ s being
prepared for the Astorie water commis-
sloners, asking them to require contrac-
tors bldding on work to pay not less than
1 per day for Iubor and charge not more
than §2 50 per week for board, and that
excavating be done by day's labor,
Frank Skinner, 30 years of age, has been
misgsing from his home at Coburg sinca
January 1. He went to Eugene on that
day and cashed ehecks to ths amount of
Bib. His wife s alarmed by his unex-
plained ahsence. Several years ago he
dropped out of sight for & week in the,
same way. A week's spree ought 10 ex-
haust his money.
At Westfall, Maltheur county, last week,
the infunt son of J. E. Madden was shot
In the knee by the accidental discharge
»f a gun in the hands of his older brother
Charley, who was placing 4 cup on IC
with tie muzszle carclessly pointed to-
wards the little boy. Physiclans were see
ecured after much delay amd the child's
Iimb was amputated.
A rancher lving on Suttom creek, n few
miles from Baker City, sold some chick-
ens in that city recentiy, In the craw of
one of them the purchaser foumd some
particles of gold, The rancher was In-
formed of this, and 4t once begun pros-
pecting In & gulech mear his house, with
the result that he dispoversd digzings
yielding 25 cents to the pan. Next spring
ke will turn his attention to mining., He
s of the opinlon that the poultry business
I= very profitable wheén the chickens en-
gage in prospecting.

Washington.
Garficld has a skating-rink—rend Ice, too.
Piercs county will pay 92707 W0 taxes
this year, if it is all collectel.
There s & movement on foot at Oakes-
dale 10 estzblish o creamery these.
The young people of Puyallup are hav-
ing a good time skating on *““Moore's
pond."”
Saattle has a newsbays' union, which is
engaged In a fight with the news com-
puny and threatens to establish & news
depot of lis own.
Mrs. Perry Hughes, of Oakesdale, has
become insane from too close attendance

upon revivail services in that town. She
is expaoted to recover.
The farmers of Marsh, Snohomizh

county. will put floed gates in the Will-
jams and Stephenson ditches at a cost
of $100, and reclaim much valuable land
from overflow.
The deaths in Seattle last year were
457, and in 1505 were 485, Flguring en a
population of 000, this was 778 per 1009
Inst yeor, and .08 in 292 This is & very
low rate—for &,000,
The Northern Puaciiic has begun the
construction of a new depot on ihe wharf
at Tecomu. The okl one will be torn
down. 'The new depol will be two stories
high, and provision will be mude on the
second floor for quartering Chinese while
walting for the salling of vessels on which
they have secured passage.
——— .

PARAGRAPHERS PLEASANTRIES,

Mign Gotham—Have you any papa and
mamma, little boy? Newsboy—No, mum;
me fam'ly’'s abroad.—Truth.

Bunday-school Teacher—Now, children,
what happensil an Christmas; can’t you
remember? Little Fannie—Iit snowsd.—
Texas Siftings.

Husband of Iler—Do you expict me to
mirry the whole family? Father of Her
and Seven Others—Well, you are young,
you know.—Detroit Tribune.

Bacon—What are vou dolng with a pie-
ture of a football-player pinned to your
coat? Ezbert—Oh, yes! My wife plomned it
there so as to remind me to have my hair
cut—Yonkers Statesman.

Jeannette—3a, are you going to give ma
another plees of ple? Mother—What do
you want to know for? Jeannette—Be-
cause. If not, I want to eat this plece
slowly.—Pearson’s Weekly.

Father (impressively)—8uppose T should
be taken away suddenly; what would be-
come of you, my boy? Irreverent Son—
I'd stuy here; the question is whut_ would
become of youT™—West Chester Critie.

Dirkey was overheard saying his prayer
the other evening at bedtimne In this faso-
jon: *0Oh, Lord, bless Billy Holliday and
me. and don't let any of us die, but If
any of us hae got to die, I'd ruther IL was
them. Amen!"—Chicago Tribune.

A tragedian recently playing “Richard
IIL" in & smill Kentucky town was walt-
ed on after the show by an honest [armer,
who zald that *if the genel'm who wanted
a horse was still in the same mind, he
would ke to make a dicker with him*—
Truth.

Toacher—Tommy, Fou miy draw a mep
of Turkey and teil us ail you can about
it. Tommy—Pleass, ma’am, can I wailt
until pext week? Tencher—-Why? Tommy
—1t makes me =ick to think about turkey
sinca last Christmas.—Chicago Inter
Ocean.

“It do bent all how lonesome I've béen

senice we come o New York!™ ““Why,
how's that; not emgugh people here?”
“Oh, wyes, people emough: but how's &

woman to jea' throw a shawl over her
head 'n go through the back yard a-neighs-
borin' in one o them fats?T'—New York
Heeorder.

Trumpets blow your level best!

Rob the whole wide world of restf

Romman candles, fame and fy—

Rockets climb toward the sky!

Blg balloons sacend—ascend!

Thunder, cannons without end!l

14t Fate do her very worat—

No more bllis until the Grst!

—Atlante Constitution.

Young Lady—! must have some money
to go off on a journey. Father—Eh?
“I dom't kmow yet, but I must
where ot once “Good lands!
happened ‘““The dressmaker
misunderstood, and Instead of a walking
coutume she has made a go-away gown.'
—New York Weekly,

=helinea.) ST
A Boy's ldenl Dinner.
Buffalo Express.

A Buftalo boy when asked to write out
what he considered an ldeal hollday din-
ner menu, evolved the following:

Furat Corse,
Minss pie
Becona Corse,
Pumpkin pie and turkey.
Third Corse,
Lemon ple, turkey and cranberries,
Fourth Carse,
Custard pie, apple pie, chocolate cake,

weather should blow up cold early in Jus-

tions, but they were invariably marred

gardl. There was no clamer, uo affecta-

uary it would perish,

agd plum pudding,
Dessare, -
&l
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