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EDITORIAL

WATER AND LIGHT.

complaints
e

Notwithstanding the
about the water system, and the
mands for s reorganization, and for

bettep wervieo and eheaper water, no

body propoges to turn the water sys
tem over to a private corporation, and
pluee the ety at ity mercy, Such a
would be voled down al

Then why do the

proposition
most unanimously.
people continue to allow a private cor-
poration (o own and operate the elee
trie lght system, giving the people an
ot exorblitant

nbhominable pervice

rates? There Is Just ns much reason

for the clty nystom

ownlong Ha lght

ns e water system,  Doth elements

are natural produocts, or at least elee
tricity Is n naturnl foree and so Is the
of
inta Hght Is n very
The light
from the source of power by wire con.

plpe

water power, and the conversion

the electrie foree

Is earried

plimple procees

dults; the water ls carried hy

condults; the eity should own or con-

trol the source of one as much as the

other, Both light and water are of

universal use; everyvbody must have

thom, and It
dutles of government to supply

Is one of the very fiest
the
people with such universal necessitios,
thedr
nished frecly by nature, as cheaply as
That n great elty Hke Port-

sources or materinly being fur.

possible,
land would own and operate Its own

witerworks, as n matter of course, nnd

yot
opernte

no move to also own and
If
thing In

muke

Ity light plant, s curlous,

publie ownership In o good

the one case, It I8 In the olther
That the city ix grossly overcharged
Hghts It thut the

ns doadl

for the nEes, and

peaple are overcharged nlso

vidual consumers, could be  easlly

whiown When one thinks that the

sonree of power s practically free,

nnd that teansmission, onee the wires

are up, Is almost froo also, and that

the expense of malntenanee and oper
wtlon s comparatively small, and then
conslders what an enormons number
compiny has, every
light, I

readily pereelvoed that the profits must

of customers the

body paying for s can he
Al these profits ought
kept In the

first place In the people's pockets,

ber very preat

o go back or rather bhe

It would seem that if the elty glves
this Hght and power octopus the priv

Hege of using the streets,  without
which It conld do no business what
ever, It ought to furnish the eity froe
Heghts, or at least Hghts at about eost,
In recompense for such a vastly valu
able privilege,  But the ety not only
has to pay for its lights after having
the of
an exhorbitant

price, probably 100 per cent more than

glven this monopoly Use Itw

streets, but must pay
could be flgured as the cost and a falr
profit.  Not only so, but the eity pays
o very large sum annually for lights
that It does not get wt all.  Somoetimes
n lot of them are out for a few min
utes only, sometlmes for hours, and
this may happen during dark evenings
#0 that people have o grope thelr way
they can—but the bill
The company doesn't
or

when It makes out i bill

home us best
Is Just the same.
know 1ts lights are out, doesn't
Cnre,

The

much

people are taxed entively too
Hght In thelr
business places, too, As we have In
dicated, lght In a eity as large as
Portland ought to be very cheap, With
the hundreds of thousands of lights,
costing but little more than a very
few, the cost per Hght, or per house,
ought to diminish as the city grows,
but as this octopus has a monopoly
of course It will not reduce the price
until it has to.

Under such clreumstances the city
ought to make a move for public own-

for houses and

ership of the electrle 1ight nyatﬂm.'

Condemn the whole plant, have a
court and jury determine its value,
Isgue honds payable In 60 years at a
low rate of Interest, appoint a llght
commlission composed of citizens of
high character, and so cut off one claw
has

of this Intolerable octopus that

Portland so completely In ite grasp,

MORE TROUBLE BREWING,

A presg dispateh this week from El

Paso, Texns, eayvs: “Negro soldlers of

the Twentyfifth Infantry stationed at
Fort Bliss have threatoned to rald this
eity amd cltizens are arming them-
weelvies und are ready for an outbreak.
Between the Negro troops and whites
saloon fights  have

Four of the soldlers assaulted a white

been numerous
man, but were overpowered and driven
hack to the A notice was
senlt to the that
the soldlers must be kept at the bar
rncks If they wanted to avold a clash,
The citizens also warned the soldlers
that they would find the white men of
El Paso prepared to meet them any
time. The guardhouse at Fort Bliss
Is sald to be filled with fractious Ne-

barracks,

officers of the fort

gro soldiers who have had  trouble
with the eltlzens In the city, and these
are threatening to revenge the alleged
soldlers.  Several sol

Insults to the

galoon
fort

more than

been beaten In

the offleers nt

dlers have

brawls and the

have cut off permiis for
four Negro soldlers (o be abrent from

the post at the same time.  All must

be In quarters at 7 p. m."”
It Iy at least quite probable that
behind the aceount Is a studied and

svstomatized plot te get the colored

Pago Into trouble, and

If possible Into doing

soldlers at El
provoke them
ke
soldlers at Brownsville,

something what It was alleged
colored
In the same State, did,
they were discharged "without honor”

It Is well known

sOomoe
and for which

and without a trinl,
that there I o rabld antipathy to the
soldiers In Texas,
the
part

presence of colored
behave, and

thelr

however well they

slightest misconduct  on
would subjeet them to all sorts of ex
aggorated and Invented aceusations on
the part of a portion of the people
of the town where they are quartered,
The

a fake and a eanard on Ha face, 1

nbove story has the earmaoarks of

Is not at all probable that the soldlers
have “threatened to rald the town,”
and the statement that one white man
was nssanulted by four soldlers, but
Is at least unlikely,
all  the

Lhren coneoctod

were driven back,
The
through as If It

dispateh  reads Wiy
had
the soldlers and

not only to slander

projudice the publle agalnst them, but
o lny a foundation for future acousn
After

two or three such reports have been

tions of & more serfous nature.
sent out by the Negro-huters, we may
expects to hear that the soldiers have
“shot up” the town, and If anybody
should get killed In a row down there,
which happens net very Infrequently,

doubtless the Negro soldlers will be

churged with the morder, and there
will be plenty of wilhesses o swear
o It; and then perhaps these troops
will also be Incontinently digcharged
“without honor.”

We
are not perfect, and that they do not
Bohool

teacher in a church, but probably they

presume these colored troops

always behave like a SBunday

are no worse behaved, and lkely much
better, than many white soldiers simi.
larly situated. Some of the latter
drink more than s good for them, and
get Into brawls, and no long dispatches
are sent out over the country about
it. We don't belioved these colored
troops have made any such threats as
are alleged, and If any of them did,
that it was becanse of Indignities In.
flicted upon them by people who are
determined to make trouble for them
und get rid of them,
———r

PERPETUAL FRANCHISES,

Thollgh pledged to do so, at least
0 far as Multnomah county members
are concerned, the legislature repealed
no perpetual franchises, not even the
gas franchise, which it was particular-
Iy its duty to the people of Portland
to do. What an absurd, unreasonable
thing it Is that this S0-year<old fran-
chise, granted when Portland was o
Hitle town of 6,000 or 7000 people,
should be held sacred and binding up-
on the eity, now and for all future

time, 80 that a few men can make

themsgelves millionalres every few
years at the expense of the people,
Isn't it eurlous, wonderful, astonlsh:
ing, that 175,000 allow
themselves thus to be Imposed upon,
swindled, and forced to pay
an exhorbitant price for inferior gas

year after vear and decade after de

peoaple will

robhed,

eade, and cannot eleet anybody elther
to the legisiature or the clty council
that will do anything to relleve them;
but on the eontrary eleet men who will
go back on thelr word and sell out to
regt of the

the gas company and the

monopolistie corporations every time?

The gas company now has a lease

of Ita monopolistie 1ife for two years
at least, and even then it wil
have falthful servants among
the hold-over Senators, but it
geem Impoasible that It ecan prevent

the revoeation of those old franchises,

more,
n few
would

that without compensation,
agnin. To pay them for giving up the
franchise after having made milllons
out of it, is about as cheeky a propo-
gitlon as ever was made, It Is as If
some one had agreed to allow nnother
to steal from him, and this had been
going on for many years, and when
the vietim ealled the bargaln off he
should be told that he must pny the
lleensed thelf a large sum In recom.
pense for glving up his privilege, and
had multl-

and any

this after he become
milllonalre,
Mr. H. D,
yearsg ago, made a large fortune, even
when the
small, out of the gas business, and we
heard of his do-

of the

Jreen, who died zome

town was  comparatively

belleve nobody ever
Ing
town,

anything for the benefit
and since then other men have
rich, charging
the people an extortionate price for

been getting very by
poor gas—and the people ean do noth.
it. They thought they
expected this legislature

ing about
and
would repeal those old franchlses, so
that the elty could assume some con-
trol over this monopoly, but they were
mistaken in the men they sent up to
Salem. It appears that [t the
gas company that they were intent on
serving Instead of the people, And It
goems 1o be the snme with a majority

could,

wis

of the counell,

So It may be hereafter, and perpet-
unlly, perhaps, but we think the peo-
ple will begin to wake up soon to the
lmportance of being

more careful about the men they elect

and neceasity

to these positions,

MORE VICTIMS,

has

one

The 1wo
other vietims
killed outright and a boy nearly killed

gtreet car oclopus

this week, man
cars had fenders, but of course
wore of no use to protect these
They
and there Is apparently
them

they

vietims never have been of

any use,

making KO

Intentlon of ever
What does the company care about a
persan run over and killed oceasion
ally? It does care, of course, If dam
ages can be recovered by the famlily
or helrs, to that extent; but It takes
chances on convinclng a jury, or

that there was

the
at least one juryman,
“eontributory negligence,” and so con
tinues to use the worse than worthless
fenders,

It Is true that a person on getting
off o car should not go over across the
other track without looking out for an
approaching car, ‘but on the
hand & motorman on passing a car
that has Just stopped to let off a pas
senger ought to slow down and be on
the lookout for just
rence, for a great muny people do not

other

such an occur

stop to think about the other track,
and this fact ought to be taken into
conslderation.

the

e

the lttle boy
been

In the case of

motorman may not have
blame, but the public cannot expect
thut
men will be employed, for It Is not rea
that

men would work long for the starva

first-class or competent motor

sonable (o suppose many such
ton wages pald them. There is scarce.
ly any occupation, not involving mueh
responsibility intelligence, in
which a cannot  earn  larger
wages and be far more independent,
80 It would be unreasonable to expect
several hundred good men to perfoim
these exacting services and submit to
humilintion and a sort of serfdom for
soarcely enough to procure ouly the
barest neceossarios u{ life.

II'Ill
man

B0 the company would prefer to kill
and malm persons occasionally, and

d___ "
|

fneur the ill-will of the public gener- We umlmmywmmm'rmcmm DAIRY COMPANY, Inc.

ally, taking chances on a damage sult
once In a while, rather than go to the !
expense of paylng fts
wages, which would amount to an Inw
crense of $300 or so a day, and provid-
Ing their cars with upto-date and best
fenders and other
“The publie be
, and the publle seems to agree

approved equlp-

ment, Itz motto 18,

that it deserves to be,

HARD FIGHT.

The troubles of Mr. Loss in carry-
Ing out his contract on the Drain-Coos

MR. LOSS'

Bay rallroad, were due In part to the
fact that was so busy with the
aftairs of the United Raflways, and
this of Immense value to
Portland and the Willamette Valley,
has been harrassed and blocked or
checked and Injured In every possible
way by the octopus that has Portland
and a lot of other towns of this reglon
In Its clutches, and wants to have no

he

project,

rivals or opponents. It aims to con-
trol all the water power of Western
Oregon, furnish all the llights, operate
all the city, suburban and inter.urban
rallronds, and hold ag great and abso-
lute a monopoly as possible In this
elty and throughout the Wiliamette
Valley., Therefore no sooner did Mr.
Loss get capltallsts Interested in the
United Rallways project than this
monopoly octopus “queered” the pro-
Jeet with them, and he had to hunt up
new men, It ls stated now that the
enterprise In falrly on its feet at last
and will go ahead, In spite of every:
thing that
defeat It,
to let It
backers or what thelr program [s, lest

the octopus could do to
but even now it Is not safe
be known Just who are iis

the malign Influence of the tentacled
monopoly should yet be able to defeat
or further delay It.

It is quite probable that when the
business at Drain Is all sifted out It
will be found that Mr. Loss' troubles
there, costing him $60,000 of his own
are partly this
This greedy and re
morseless devil fish will not allow any

money, traceable to

SAme source,

competing enterprise to exist In this
reglon, If It ean help I, and It wil
crush anybody If It has the power who
wocks to help develop the country and
benefit {ts people, If thereby he in-
terfores In the least degree with Its
operations and designs, The sooner
Portland cllps some of the claws of
thiy omnivorbus creature the easler it
will be done, and If It I8 not done the

concern will practicslly own or at
least be In dictatorial control of the
town before many years. It will eleet
counelimen, members of the
legislature, even judges, and the peo-
will

and blood-sucking grasp,
—_—
The Government doesn't seem (o be

proving much against Binger
mann, but If it gets a falr excuse the
Jury may convict him on his reputa
tion mnd on general principles,

mayor,

be powerless In lts greedy

(LN

Her

'l

State Printer Duniway put in an ex.

pensive new plant, and so it would
not have been fair to put him on a
salary at first, Governor

well hnows,

flat as the

Getting a nomination Is an expen-
slve and difficult job; a poor man has
to keep out of politles under this won-
derful reform law of Mr, U'Ren’s.

:

Ex-S8enator Gearin has had enough
of running for office agalnst a big re
publican majority, But he doesn’t
want to be Mayor, anyway.

l

The Governor ‘has been hav Ing some
fun with the defunct legislature this
woeek, and It certalnly gave him plenty
uf  opportunity.

Voters of the Fourth ward will

doubtiess all get a lot of free tickets
to Baker's Theater this Spring.

But won't there he a scramble for
Chief of Police when Chief Gritz
macher quits next Summer?

Hecause he had to veto or approve
one or two Normal school bills, the
Governor was pretty mad.

Apparently Treasurer Werlein can
stay there as long as he lives U he
wants to,

Next Monday Is the Jast | day of this
Congress—and of Senator Mulkey,

l

l

The oounu officers are happy: they
didn't have to run this year,

And still the Hlyur quotes Serip
tyre, and thinks, d— it

lthlﬁlm&ulr Deviin will

1

have a walkover,

| UNIVERSAL SUPPLY HOUSE |

" Phone !nl 5921

WILLIAMS & SWANK

Delicatessen and Groceries

men decent Mome cooklnl a lmllmr Try W

'll.'l) Russell Bireet

3P E. Ilrnl‘l St., Near Unlon Ave.

STAPLE & FANCY GROCERIES

Fresh Frult and Vegetables, Teas and Coffees

212 Larabee Btreot

Telephone East 1000 l

Pasteurized Milk, Cream; Butter,
Cotiage Cheese, Cheese,

PORTLAND, OREGON  Phone East 2806

Eggn,
Butter )r!‘h.
QUALITY ICE CREAM
Milk 4 per cont guarantesd

Phone East M2
PORTLAND, OREGON

'Ia;lmt;hlgan T cumpany

H. CRAW, Proprictor
154 Grand Avenue

EUREKA MARKET NOB HILL MARKET

Co. 14th and Glisan, Portland. Or Tel. Main 818

HENRY FABSBENDER, Prop,
Choice Fresh and Cured
Meats. Fish and Poultry

Phone Maln &1

J. B. SIMMONS

Choice Staple and Fancy Groceries
* CIGARS, TOBACCO AND CONFECTIONERY

463 Glisan St,

Phone East 2629

Delivered to All Parts of the City. |

36 Grand Avenue
PORTLAND, OR.

A. H. Willett & Co.

Wholesnle and Retall

Tel. P.dﬂl: 199 Phone East 768
McGUIRE & TAYLOR
Staple and Fancy Groceries'

A, BCHOLZ, Proprietor,

Fresh, Cured and Smoked Meats

Sausage and Poultry
Cor, 2ist and Irving Streets

D. BREEDLOVE & SON.

GROCERS

361 East SeventhSt., cor. Stephenas

PORTLAND, OR.

M. E. PUGH

Fancy & Staple Groceries

Phone East 440

447 Union Avenue, North
PORTLAND

OREGON

G R O CE R S wE RoaAsT 0UR OWN COFFEE

Phone East 283

FPhone Pacifie w1

HﬂLBHﬂUK & I.EVEEN Free Delivery

Finest Made

Adams Fire Proof Stove
Blacking.
More durable.
blacking made that will
remain on Air Tight
heaters,

FOR SALE BY ALL DEAI.IERS

150 Sixth St., cor Morrison
PORTI.AND

Special Prices to Restaurants
Prompt Delivery

SULLIVAN & KRUEGER

Phone Muin 158

Dealers in Staple and Fancy

128 Grand Avenue

Wi Sterns Budlding

GROCERIES

Teas, Coffees and Spices

Sixteenth and Glisan Sta.
PORTLAND, ORE.

Centennial Market & Grocery

Tailors for Men
|

OREGON

J. J. BLUM

Headquarters for

‘' GOOD THINGS TO EAT "

‘Groceries, Msats, Fish, Poultry

ALWAYS THE BEST

School Supplies, Shoes, Gloves, Notions

Phone Maln 279

522.524 N. Twenty-Fourth Street

No odor.
Only

That the senson suggests (s & new Spring |

L
1o keepinmind thst it pays 1odress well :
1

Who wants suceess and get value for his 4
mautiey will go to the L
ING COMPANY, 69-71 Third

A TI‘IOUGHT

Is a Good Thing

FOR ANY MAN

CHICAGO CLOTH-
Street

PFHONE MAIN 1803

Martin-Marks Coffee Co.

HIGH GRADE COFFEES
TEAS, ETC,

The excellence of Monte Cristo Java
and Mocha Collve stands in high avor,

252 Third Street
PORTLAND OREGON

J. A. EABTEB

Staple & Fancy Groceries
Choice Teas, Colfees & Spices

Dry Goods and Notions

ALL THE LEADING BRANDS OF FLOUR
GOODS DELIVERED PROMPTLY

432, 434, G‘.Mlmm
aad | Corner of Tillamook 5t. Phone East 6560

FmdanckA Knhs

rrespondence Solic
3?! 330 Glllulﬂ OF couﬂfﬂﬂf

Dealer in - Waghington, Idaho & ﬂll{l_l
TIMBER & MINERAL LANDS

Portland, Oregon

PORTLAND FUEL. COMPANY

Successors to PIONEER, C. R, DAVIS and PHOENIX FuEL Co.

tle, New Castle Nut, F
Scwod Fir, Snwﬂl Alk,

PHONE EAST 26

COAL—Rock
Carbon

WOOD—4.Foot Fir, 4-Foot Oak,
wed Kno

287 E. MORRISON ST.

Diamond, Richmond, Roslyn, New Cas-

Hill, Coke.
4-Foot Ash, Sawed Oak,

« 0. PICK TRANSFER & STORAGE COMPANY.

hh&ﬂnl’nhclml.m"
mmmm I

Office Phone, 596; Stable, Black 1972

for shipping,
oa oo, Prew d oy

PORTLAND, OREGON




