THE NEW AGE, PORTLAND, OREGON

TOPICS OF
THE TIMES

The Russian government Is willing to
fet the people have electlons, providing
they vote for the government,

The prlm-' of gnsollne has gone up
agnin, and owners are almost beginning
to wish that their automoblles ate hay.

A famous physician s experimenting
with the effects of musle on cats, Pay-
fog them back In thelr own coln, so to
spenk.

The man who Is paylng 20 cents a
gnllon for gasoline Isn't able to figure
out wherein 385.cent denatured alcohol
will help much.

The Governor of Cuba will recelve a
salary of $25,000 a year, It should be
remembered, however, that he will have
to live In C ubn

The man whn socks divorce because
his wife doesn't talk enough will be
considered a fit subject for an lnqulr-
ende de lunatico,

A man alwnys finds It hard to con-
ceal his satisfaction when he plcks up
another man's hat and finds that it s
too small for him,

It In surprising to read that a new
revolt In threntened In Russla, Many
had supposed that a contlnuwous revolt

wias good enough for the lluulann.

In l'emmlrunla there Is a man who
declares that his wife hasn't spoken to
him for seven yenrs, Some people will
be unable to understand why he ls mak-
flog n fuss nlumt It.

If Jnmes J Illll were younger he
might have hope of some day belng In
a position to buy the earth and sell it
again at n profit of 40 or 60 per cent
when the population doubles,

Bir Ollver Lodge tells us that the
pun will be cold Ig 20,000,000 yenrs,
and what s turning our halr gray
with worry Is the fact that the coal
supply will lnst only half that time,

Honor s belng pald to the memory
of Madoe, the Welsh prince, who Is
sald to have discovered America In
1270, Christopher Columbus, however,
does not recall hearing anything about

it at the thoe,
—— —————— |

Smokers who have been fearing that
the disturbances In Cuba might cur-
tall the output of genulne Havana cl-
gurs will be Interested to hear that the
Counecticut tobacco crop Is unusually

lurge,

Itallans have erected In New York
City a monument to Verdl, the grand
old man of Itnllan mwusle. This I the
third meworinl which the Itallans have
presented to New York, The others
are the wonuments to Columbus and
Garlbaldl,

A hoodlum s a boy whose mother
and father “have no time to fuss"
about him. They “guess he Is big
enough and muart enough to take care
of himself.” If a nelghbor complains
of hls wenn acts the parents think that
nelghbor too low down to llve The
hoodlum begine his course by running
wild ln the street; he ends It on the
ghllows. But, as a geoneral thing, his
parcuts deserve hangiug better than he
Quus,

}p ————

Marquls Ito and Fileld Marshals
Yawngata and Oyama have been cre
ated princes by the Japanese Emperor
in recognition of thelr services In the
war with lussia, and Viee Admiral
Togo bas been made a marguis for the
same reason, All that we can do In
America to reward our military beroes
Is to advance them In rank, and even
then the promotion of successful oMl

over the heads of men who have
longer In the service ls fercely

eriticised,
—_—
In recent years, as all readers of the
papers know, It has become too com-
mwon among a certaln clase of people
to have the wmarriage ceremony per-
formed under strange and unusual con-
ditlons, as on platforms at county
falrs, on the top of & smokestack, ete,
The cheap notorlety that attaches to
this sort of marriage destroys the sanc
tity that should pertaln to the cere
mony and glves the unthinking occa-
slon to regard It as a joke rather than
a serious transaction. There s alto
gether too much trifling with the mar
riage tle already without turnlng the
cervinony Into a monkey show,
| ——————
There lsn't much guestion that most
of us wpuld get along better If a llittle
attentlon were glven to mAstica-
tlon, If we ate less meat—Iindesd, less
of everything; but there are so many
other ‘offenses agalnst good physiology
more serlous in thelr results and al-
ost equally prevalent that the layman
may be excused for akepticlam as to
the necemsity for political scououmists
deserting thelr own field to push twe
cause of the chewers. A man who con-
plstently chews vach mouthful of cus
tard forty seven thues through life may
have a chance of living to be a 100 a
fraction of a polnt better than the man
who bolts batter cakes whole, but the
latter during his shorter earthly so-
Journ, having his attention less closely
fixed on his stomach, may actually do
more good In the world than the bhu-
man bhashing machine
e —
Awong the cherlshed memories

of a
sertalo charmiog old lady s that of a

teacher of her chlldhood, whose theory
of life was reduced to a simple princi-
ple: “Learn to read well, young la-
dles—to enunciate distinctly, to modu-
late the volce pleasingly, to Interpret
the words of the author with sympa-
thy and understanding ; learn to read
well, and all other virtues will follow,”
It Is possible that the acquirement of
all the virtues seems a slightly more
compliented matter than It did to the
old gentleman of seventy years ago.
Nevertheless, the advice Is not to e
lnughed away, If only becnuse It recalls
the days when reading aloud was count-
ed one of the most desirable of the floe
nrts of life. This Is no retflection upon
the art of reading ns taught In these
Intter days; the question ls not of the
actunl process, but of the place that
rending aloud used to bold In famlily
life, Many a gray-haired man or wom-
an who never heard of “round tables,”
and never discovered that authors had
enrly or Inte styles, yet knows his SBcott
or Thackeray or Bhakespeare as few
young people of to-day ever know them.
In part, this Is due to the fact that the
fleld of reading now covered by young
people s much larger than It was half
a century ago, A deeper cause llea In
the decline of the babit of reading
aloud. We have no tlme now to read
aloud, we say, Perhaps not; yet be
fore we decide, might it not be well to
conslder whether any other recreation
offers more permanent pleasure or
greater enrichment to the life. Books
read alound winter evenings about the
fire, with the whole famlly sharing the
Interest and the discussions, will hold
n warmth of color which time will not
dim. Between their pages will lle
countless happy memories—a treasure
whose value will deepen through all the
years to come,
—_——

While certain elderly gentlemen of
athletie proclivities were dlsparting »m
the links of a New York golf club In
competitive endenvor to reduce records,
a Chicago doctor of theology was In-
velghing vigarously against the humor-
ous Dr, Onler, whose merry jest at the
expense of G0 boba up oceaslonally to
plague the supersensitive, The theolo-
ginn polnted out that Moses did not be-
gin to preach untll he waa B0 yenrs of
age, and from this undisputed assertion
bhe drew the conclusion that there s no
nge lmit untll a man's vigor has gone.
If any argument were permisslble It
might be contended that much of the
great work of Moses wna performed
while he was yet yqung—young not
merely from the anclent but the pres-
ent way of looklng at years, But no-
body now takes seriously the llmita-
tions prescribed by Dr. Osler except
possibly a few over-wrought gentlemen
who are, unhappily, devold of the sav-
Ing grace of humor, To calm the feel-
Ingas of these sensitive few we may
speak not only of the preaching Moses
but of the elderly golfers who went
forth to battle amid “wintry blasts and
furries of snow.” It ls recorded that
of this goodly array of competitive an-
c¢lents and honorables not qne was un-
der B8, while most of them had passed
the Osler age of usefulness, and severnl
of them were over 80, A merry young
rellow of T8 carrled off one of the
prizes, and a stripling of two and sev-
enty figured proudly In the running.
And In order to accomplish the task
presented It was required of these hus-
ky athletes to cover ground to the ex.
tent of seven miles, n mere bit of at-
tendant exercise which they considerad
bhardly worth mentioning. In all likell-
haod Moses thought nothing of walk-
Ing seven miles a day, even after he be-
gan preaching, for he was & pedestrian
of large experience and was In excel-
lent tralning. But the conjunction’ of
the patriarch and the contempora=y
golfers, for Illustrative purposes, ls fe-
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licitous chiefly as showing that In all
ages of the world's histary decrepltude,
physical and mental, ls usually not so
much a matter of years as of tempera-
ment and mode of life. The octogenar-
lan on the golf lluks and In the pulplt
is coustantly with us to remind us f
the humor of Dr. Osler's quips and fan-

cles,
_————————————=

Demand for More Furs,

Bamuel Leon, who represents large
fur Interests and has charge of wup-
plylng the trade, reports greatest de-
mand for fur In the history of the
country,

“In the last three years the demand
for fur In the United Stutes has m-I
creased more than 200 per cent. The
demand is so large that It cannot be
met at all, and the result has been
to Increase enormously the price of
skins

“A large amount of the furs of the
United States are belug lmported from
Rusala, which shows a great change,
as formerly we relled In this country
to a great degree ou the furs of our
own continent. The seals bhave been
slaughtered In recent years In largo
numbers, and although there seems to
be no slgn of an early extinetion of the
animals, the skins are not s common
as formerly. More and more the trade
Is looking to the countries of northern
Europe for thelr fine skins.—8an Fran-
clsco Chronicle.

Dame Nature's Poor Taaste.
An Euglishman .who has been visit.
in the suburbe recently s hyper
tical, to say the least. ‘Ever since
has been visiting this gentieman be
been finding fault with everything.
eveulng they were on the
utiful lawn., *“This would be
charming, Mr. Blank, If It were not
for the color of the grass” “Why,
what s the matter with the m?‘i
inguired the sdrprised host. “Too
green, too green,"
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Castle Gete, Canon of the Grand
Black Canon, Marshall and Ten-
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Famous ROYAL GORGE.
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The excursion steamer " BAILEY
GATZER " makes round trips to CAE-
CADE LOCKS every Buniay, leaving
PORTLAND at 9 a. m., returning ar-
rives 6 p. m,

Daily service between Portland and
The Dulier, except Bunday, leaving
Portland ut 7 8. m,, arriving about b p.
m., earrying ireight and passengers,
Bplend d necommodations tor outfits
lml livestock.

Doek foot of Alder street Portland;
foot of Court »treat, The Dalles, Tu]e-
phone Muin g14, lurtlnnd
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ton, l’lnnl Goar.
hart Park and sea-
ride,
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Express Daily,
7:00 p. m, avl:unu Expross 9:40 p. m.
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SEATTLE, WASH,

A Pleasant Way to Travel

The above is the usual verdict of the
traveler using the Missouri Pacflec Rail-
way between the Pacific Coast and the
Eant, and we believe that the service
and accommodations given merit this
statement. From Denver, Colorado
Bprings and Pueblo there are two
through trains daily to Kansas OCity
and Bt. Louis, earrying Pollman's lat-
est standard electric lighted sleeping
cars, chair cars and up-to-date dining
cars. The same .u.:f" t service is
operated from Kansas City and Bt
Louis to Memphis, Little Rock and
Hot Springs. 1If you are going East or
mm write for rates and full informa-
W. C. McBRIDE, Gen. Agt.,

lephone Main w08,

124 Third Bt,, Portland, Or.
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