forts of certain men to find pretexts to jus-
» | tify them in opposing the adoption of the

¥ | Coustitation ; and disgust at beholding the

ency and truth—ibe abandonment of every
sease of justice and propriety, in order to

six koopors aid assistant | Sratily personsl ambition and private and

pablic Aate,

It was manifest throughout the session of
the late Constitutional Convention, that cer-
taln members were determined to render the
Coustitation odious to the people, if in their
power 80 to do, unless their schemes of par-
tisan smbition were gratified. Having fail-
ed to accomplish their purpose, they now
seek—as the last and only means left them
for mischief—to miscoustrue, pervert the
letter and spirit, and belie the Constitation
which the Conveution has submitted to the
‘We have hitherto said that there are pro-
visions in the Constitition which ‘we could
wish other than they are. This, howerver, is
our individeal judgment. We never saw
| and never expeet Lo sce n Constitation which
niet or wounld exactly meet omr personal
views in erery particular. A Coustitation
is itsell but a compromise. In its adoption
by = convention, or its ratification by the
people, a coatrariety of sentiment is expect-
ed to exist—thia is inevitable, bat—as in
regard to every other matter under our form

North | of government—the minority must yield to

the views of the majority.

We neither blame or condemn any man,
of whatever political creed, for voting
azainst the Constitation, if bis honest jud;

ment so prompts him. Buot what we, as a
public joarnalist do blame and condemn, is,
the perversion of truth is regard to the pro-
visions of the Constitution, and false, bypo-
critical, reveugeftl and mercenary opposi-
tion to it. Looking to the establishent
and farthetance of the best interests of Ore-
gon, we are compelled to expose fraud, false-
hood and duplicity, and to demand of those
who oppose the adoption of the Constita-
don, that they shall state their real objee-
tions, and do it fairly.

The editor of the Oregonian came to the
Legislature last winter in faror of a State
government. He advocated and voted for
the Lill providing for the submission to, and
the election of delegates to s Constitutional
Convention, by the people. He then declar-
ed that the Territory bad wealth and nam
bers enough to justify her in forming a State
government; and that her present and pros-

com. | pective interests imperatively demanded this

Latep. Assuming this position, he was elect-
ed a delegate to the Constigutional Conven-
tion.

[Tt

: disposition of
that guestion? It Is not a month since Alr.
Dryer, for the twentioth time, gratuitously
snd pomponsly afirmed that Ac was for sub-
witting that question to the people! Bat
he wabts ‘“‘political aspirants” to '‘show
their bands.” Is he, or any one else, in
doudt as to where any prominent democrat
in the Territory stands upon that guestion?
Did not the editor of the Oregonian know

to fill the several offices under the Constitu-
tion” last wioter when he was advocating
and voting for a Btate government?

Bat, says this editor, “we shall vote
sgainst the Constitation” because he (the
editor) has “heard it said” that a State gor-
erament will inure to the benefit of the dem-
ocratic party! He would vote against the
manifest interest of all the people of Ore-
gon because he has ‘“‘heard it "that a
party, that embraces with ganization
two-thirds of the people of the Territory,
wonld be pleased with and benefitted by the

Constitstion!
Mr. Dryer declared here in Salem, not

ten days before the adjourrment of the Con-
veution, that be did not know whether be

L_nhould support or oppese the O?ntllnﬁu;_

but that he 1 ather thon shodld oppose
it for fear he should, by advocating it,
“lose his identity” He thought it would
not be promotive of Ais interests ' to advo-
cate the adoption of the Constitation;” to
““tail on to the democratic party!” And
seeing & very poor prospect of dividing or
disorganizing the democratic party, whereby
gentlemen of his political faith could get
into Congress, he very sagely concluded that
he woald oppose the Constitution, on the
ground that there were not enough *‘ men of
capacity to fill the several offices ander this

Constitation!”

‘ No rogue e'er felt the halter dmaw,
With good opinion of the law!"'

Next comes Avery's organ—ithe “Oeci-
dental.”
republican, knownothing organ, and ‘' Oeei-
dental,” slave State-Arery organ! Par no-

bile fratrum !
Remarkable coincidencel Mr. Dryer bad

seren reasons for oppoesing the Constitotion.
The *“ Ox” has only siz. Of these latter
the major portion are simply a repetition of
Mr. Dryer’s. The few which are original
are pecaliarly Areryish. For ivstance, the
4th, in regurd to the seat of government.—
The “scat of government,” the scat of his
breeches-pockets and the “Salem clique™ are
the enly politics that Avery has! “In a
word, (says this personal and local organ,)
the jacket fits loo dosely.” As the editor,
who is recently from California, has not tak-
en the trouble to point out wherein “ the
jacket fits too closely,™ we wonld invite him,
or more particulurly Ais readers, to contrast
the Constitution now submitted, with the
California Constitation. In that State the
“ jncket” fitted loosely, and the result is a
four million State debl, which is practically
repudiated, and the people are paying enor-

opposing & State government, and seeking to
justily bis opposition on the ground that the

hands of a few office-bolders and party lead-
ers;” that “‘the hands of the Legislative
Assemblies are completely tied up;” that
“the judicial powers of the government gen-

conditional snd undefined;” that “internal
improvements, &e., are denied, &ec.;” that
“the party in power, &ec,, dare nol pince the
riva voe mode of voting in the Constita-
tion;” that “the absorbing question of slav-

mi.n ery” bas been “desiguedly covered wp” by
sabmitling it to a direct vote of the people;

and that “webave not men of capacity, &c.,
to fill the several offices under thiz Consti-
tation.”

It ought to be a sufficicnt answer to the
foregoing objections, to state that their au-
thor was, eighteen months ago, urging these
and kindred objections to the then pending
proposition to hold a Constitational Con-
vention; that six months afterwards he was
denoaneing his own ohjections as fulse and
groundiess, and heartily (apparently) sup-
porting the proposition to hold a Conven-
tion. Bat, for those who may net know or
remember these facts, and, especially for
those who may not bave read the Constitu-
tion, it may be necessary to say that not
one of the foregoing ‘‘serioms objections”
has the slightest foundation in fact!

8o far from “concentrating power in the
hands of office-holders,” the Constitution, to
an anprecedented degree, withholds power
from them-—clearly limits and defines their
daties, and fixes bonuds beyoud which they
may ot pass. And so far from “ tying the
hands of the Legisiative Assembly,” the
Coastitation leaves them as free as does any
Constitation in the Union, save and except
as it respects the chartering of Banks and
kindred monied monopolies, and the crea-
tion of debt, or loaniag the credit of the
State.

Any man bas bat to read the Coustite-
tion to know that the statement that ‘‘the
judicial power of the government gencrally
is concentrated in the hands of a single in-
dividoal,” is a very silly falschood. And
the same is troe of the statement that “‘the
boaadaries of the State are conditional and
undefived—leaving Congress to establish the
casters line, &c.” , The ohjection, too, in
regard to internal improvement, menufsc-
turing, &c., would lie against two-thirds of
the constitutions of the States, sod is false
in fact.

The objection that the majority did ma¢
incorporate in the Coustitution the viza roa
mode of voting, is decidedly rich, and com-
ing from the editor of the Oregonisa, will
not only be esteemed characteristic, but ex-
hibit the dearth of Aomest sud valid objec
tions

That the “great and absorbing gquestion

of slavery bas been designedly covered up,”
is another and decidedly rick specimen!—

Constitution “‘concentrates all power in the

erally are concentrated in the bands of a
single individaal;” that ‘' the boundaries are

a longe, ex!nvig_in_iﬁﬁp-ﬂméa: mﬁf,
and bankrupt government.
their example, the *“ jacket” ought to fit
more tightly here, and that it does so, isits
highest recommendation.

But, says the " Ox,” “the time fixed for
its submission is too near at hand.” In oth-
er words, this man would be nuderstood Lo
bint that if Ae had & year or two of time,
he could convert the free Btate men over to
kiz views. That, we take it, is "all in my
eye, Betty Martin.,” Be that, however, as
it may, is Oregon to be kept out of the
Union, sod its important and paramount in-
terests to be discarded or kept in the back
ground for years, in order to afford a few
strangers from California time and opportu-
nity to experiment upon our credulity or the
chance of trying to induce us lo adopt this
or that theory, about matters too, upon
which we have thought avd reasoned as long
and know quite as much as they do? Upon
the proposition in question every citizen of
Oregon kwows that his mind is made up and
he is mow prepared to vote.

The truth is, that the people of Oregon
bave vast ixverests at stake which can be
secured in no other way than by becoming
a Btate. Soch we regard for instance, our
war debt, The inferest alone, upon which,
for a single year, would pay the current, an-
nual expenses of fice just such Stales! And
we do not believe that the people of Ore-
gon will ever realize the Grat dollar of this
war debt until we become a State.

In view of the foregoing and many other
iuporhni coosiderations, not how necessary
to be repeated, the people of Orcgon will
act very unwisely il they sllow themselves
to be moved this way and that way, like
chessmen upon the chessboard by designing
parties. They ought not to suffer their
minds to be diverted from their interests.—
Every man should ask himsell what A
isfo gaim by voling against the Constilution.
Does any man wish to see the * slavery
question” kept up for ycars to come, and
the scum and flood-wood of California and
other regions, floating into Oregon, as so
much foel to enkindle and keep burning the
elements of strife and discord? Does any
mra desire to invite discord, distrust, doubt
and uncertainty ! Does any one hope to
see re-enncted, upoun tie soil of Oregon, the
scenes of Ksosas! Apnd, for the sake of
these, will aoy men vote to postpone, or,
perbaps wholly forego the preseat and pros-
pective interests of Oregon in respect to
the war debt, unappropriated lands, the
improvement of our harbors, &c, &o.?
If mot, let him taru his back upou the stale
slang about men aud particular localities,
and give the Constitution en honest examin-
ation and an bonest vote. This course, and
nothing short of this, is worthy of a think-
ing and self-governing American citizen.
Free Necrors.—From the indications the
vote to exclude free negrocs and -mulattoes
from the State of Oregon, will be almost
ubanimous.

ence to the jomruals it is oM : :
bill, introduced in the House, passed that |

whether we had ‘‘ men of sufficient capacity | journals not

* Oregonian,” [ree State, black- | the

In the light of

Nor 4 * Orer—1t b osen recently
certashed that bk wal slpiund 46,16 the
act Bl incorporstion of the ety of Salem,
1 ' s J
y néver possessed moy V. n“ﬁl

i

body, and was materially smended in the
Couneil; That those amendments were sever

enrolled, and on file in the Secretary’s office

do not show the concar-
rente of the FBWse in the amendmenits, bat,
compared with the enrolled ‘‘act,” they show
affirmatively, that the amendments were
uever concarred in, for the bill is enrolled as
it went from the House. The Hoase never
scted upon the smendments, and the bill
never went back to the Couucil, consequent-
ly that body conld not bave receded from its
amendments. »

The blunder probably occurred in this
way: The clerk of the House, when the
bill, amended, came from the Couneil, inad-
verteotly placed it with bills passed, instead
of with #p-be mcted upon by the
House, and m thenee it went into the
hands of the enrolling clerk, and presiding
officers by whom it (s signed. But the sig-
natures gluw to the bill, sa the
signiog-is a et of -authentieation.—
There can be no doubt of the invalidity of
what has been acted ander as a law,we think.
'We uonderstand that the bill amending the
Oregon City charter, and the “‘sct” ereating
the office of public administrator, and defin-
ing his duties and powers, are in the same
condition of the Balem ** charter.”

Dreadfal!

A correspondent of the Oregonian who
signs himselfl “An Old Californian” is
terribly alarmed for fear the people of Or-
egon will adopt the Constitution before
them, One of his objections is as follows :

For instance, the first section of the article on
tions in the context: that no
ﬂnhll inthe future State, that is to have
vilege of issuing ita own check: it also
prul!biham&ﬂll his accounts by
a check on his banker. as there ever a propo-
sition so absurd ?

Yes, there ‘“‘ever was” a proposition
vastly more “absurd’”—and that was one
impertinently made by you, that the Con-
stitution should permit banks and banking
for the benefit of Californi: barkrupts and
swindjers. You “propose” that the people
of Oregon shall it lagy, idle and dis-
honest loafers, wi:l are being starved out
of California, to swindle them under the
protection of bank charters,and it is ‘mon-
strous’ that the Oregonians object, and
have “shut the door’” on what we have
no use for, and what would be an unmiti-
gated curse—banks.

It is not true that the Constitution
“prohibits a merchant from paying his ac-
counts by a check or his banker”’—there
is not a shadow of tryth in the statement.
The Constitution prohibits nothing of the
kind.

Again, this sage “Californian’ objects:

Asain, why do the convention wish s

of the nation, and ask conditionally for
ary of a State? Are the le of Oregon so much
the vassals of a few pnlitit:ai wire-workers, that
they must
* —— Crook the pliant binges of the knee,
That thrift may follow fawning "

Are they to descend to the of “grab” for a
fow acres ! Bir.thpnp-ﬁﬁ-:h monstrous. It
is a libel on the character of your people. The
high-minded, » honormble senators of
the United States Senate will spurn your cou-

temptible vasssiage, aml indignantly refuse to
li.ne'n to such itions. wtnt!lghh';pﬁ‘y
to Congress as an i republic,

mission into the confederacy, on condition that
gm wil.l‘gi“ Ihm; orhhek‘e from them, a
t : a m
wm’hﬂd’ in the annals of the

Now what is all this “‘sound and fury®’
—mock beroics—based on? Simply this:
the boundariez of the S as fized in
the Constitution, include &' strip of
Washington Territory. Some of the
members thought, that at the request of
the Washington Delegate,Congress might
change that boundary so as to leave ont
that strip,and that would make the re-sub-
mission of the Constitution to the people
necessary. And to avoid that, it was
provided that Congress, if it thought
proper,might strike out that small stripof
territory. And this is that “monstrous
proposition’’ which in the opinion of this
“higli-toned” ““Californian®®> makes the
people of Oregon ““menial suppliants’’ and
‘ conteimptible vassals.”’

I might go on dnd recite many other ol?:cuou
to the constitution, but your able more
wuhi}k&hﬁhﬂamﬂeh one

wml w nl con-
sﬂ&iﬂ.ﬂﬂypnlm;almm lhlElb:-bmlgit
to bear, to prevent the California in
Congress from in favor of your ismion;
becanse I do unot believe the people of

want a Btate with a constitation s to
them by the late convention. .

Awfull He don’t believe the people of
Oregon want such a Constitution,although
they vote for it—he don’t. And “‘cvery
possiblo influence shall be broaght to bear
to prevent the California delegation from
voting in favor of our sdmission.” Pow
erful “influence’’ he has. What & dust
we kick up says the fly to the coach wheel.
We don’t suppose it would be possible for
this very indignant *““Californian’’ to make
the sogusintance of one of Califernia’s
delegatjon.

We think we know this “Old Californi-
an,” and if we do, he is a “‘Jeremy Did-
dler” who owes sundry board, and other
bills in Oregon, as not  few of California’s
“Jeremy Diddlers” do.

There are s number of Californians in
the Territory, and every one of them, so
far as we know, are opposing cur Constita-
tion, and dreébdfully alsrmed for fear the
electors of Oregon will adopt it. Now,
we wish to treat these gentlemen respect-
fally,notwithstanding we think their inter-
ference is not devoid of impertinence, and
we respectfully say to them, in the name of
Oregon’s clectors, “bands off, gentiemen;
this is exclusively our porridge, and we
don’t wish to see your fingers or spoons in

it; we are, or think we are, capable of con-

acted upon in fhe House, for the “‘set” as|
doea pot contajp the said amendunients. The any

to, will prove futile and fruitless. When
you have paid your enormous debtsand
provided for the support of your govern-
ment without oppressing your people with
taxes—taxes upon -your own people; and
: who visit you—we may take

ithes, (;ndwﬁﬂdiﬂ)m

counsel of yos; but not before. At pres-
ent, we will profit by your extravagm
and knavishness, and carefully avoid
And that is why we favor onr‘close-fisted,’
“tight-fitting” Constitation. ¥ Oregon,
like California, ever becomes a nation of
bankrupts and repudiators, it will be when
they and their Constitution, like Califor-
pians and California’s, become more ‘open-
handed,’ [improvident] and ‘icose-fitting.’

2. It (the Constitation &:ﬂho-ﬂyu‘tﬂb
duuu;omm Legislature and the

Youor Californin Constitution dide’t pos-
sess “‘fwro (loo) many restrictions,” and the
consequesce is the people, after baving
ceased to pay the interest on, and virtually
repudiated a four million State debt, are
groaning beneath the weight of taxstion to
support an mnrestricded government. The
State is bankrupt, seedy, and desperate,
and mainly for want of these very restric-
tions which our conveation has wisely plac-
ed in the Constitntion now before the people.

4, The evident 12:-&: in locating for years,

seat

if sot for all time, of government at Sa-
lem, agninat the clearly cxpressed wish of the
people. —Occidental,

Now, it is vot at all probable that Ace
ry suggested that reason! Oh wo!

The fact ie, the constitulion provides that
provision shall be made for submitting
the seat of government to the people, at the
| first sessiom of the Legisiative Assembly. Ave.
ry has another objection to this section
which he bas not caused to be stated in the
Ox. The Constitation requires all State
public buildings to be located at the seat
of government. That leaves kim nothing to
trade upon !

5. The unjust apportionment of representatives
to the first Legislatare, by which a preponderance
of political power Is given to a minority. —0Oz.

I'ien that ‘“‘preponderance of political
power is given to the minority” in the small-
er counlies. For there are no two counties in
the Territory which are so far short of the
representation to which the population

wiahtfulle antitles th Li .
ion, yet tgy li: no:meo;‘plni:..! , egr::-

ent apportionment, wuder our Territorial
government, is most villainously unequal.

Ispupexce Prorerry Mer.—Awhile
ago some black republicans, knownothings
and softs (it would be hard to tell ““which
is which’) of Yamhill wri¢ Gen. Lane
a letter, which they pablished in the
Standard. Geveral Lane treated it, as
he ought to bave done, with the contempt
of silence, whereupon the Standard, with
characteristic impudence exclaims :

o troat s formes fricnds and partians’ when

th mpedfu.l‘lrlﬂnnﬂu mnth rensons
uut.whlemtynhh:.;e of that
letter; but of this he may be , that every
like treatment to men in Oregen will only plant
another thorn in his fature path.

Itis thought that Lane had better an-
:iw'::’thof letier before he leavea the Ter-

This pooreruturé’s threats are langha-
ble. When Gen. Lane takes notice of
any such correspondence, “‘the sky will
fall and we shall catoh larks.”

Tus Averv-Ox Max a Bracx Rzros
Lican.~It is said that the Conge Air-
goose, at Oregon City, is out sgainst the
Constitaticn. Avery’s Ox is ditto. Now
the Ox eagely reasons that becsuse black
republicans will vote for a free State, that
every democrat who voles to make Oregon
s free State is a bisck republican, becamse
the latter chance to vote as he does. As
the editor of the Ox and the buck of the
Oregor City Congo organ are going to rote
together against the Constitation, by & per-
ity of reasouing, they are both kinky-head-
ed black republicans. ’

A Goon Move.—The Willamette Woolen
Manufactaring Company at this place bave
resolved to erect an extensive flouring mill,
and have votcd to increase their capital
stock $18,000 for that purpose. The addi-
tional stock has been slready pearly all ta-
ken. We Lelieve that will prove more prof-
itable to the company thaa the manufactare
of wool, and more useful to the country.—
We are of the opiaion that the timg has
not yet come in Orégon for the manufscture
of woolens, except in families.

Don'r Tawx rr witst Pay.—Prof. Mix, of
California, but recestly married with »
Portland, (0. T.) lady, proposes to start a
daily paper st the latter place. Oregon
must have some daily mails, and & good
wmany more inbabitants before » daily will
llp m’

Pusuic Breaxing.—We are informed that
Hoan. Delszon Swmith, while attending the
courts in this judicial district, will address
the people of the various counties in
of adepting the Coastitution. J

8@ Mr. Farear, we learn, supports the
Constitation. He was last week mentioned

as opposing it.

vember. He takes his idess of Oregon

ly from Ave
ry, and that ilk. He bas been badly lied to
by them, locally, specislly and generally;
he is destined to be most wofully de-
this op, and read it
oceasionally; as the election retorns come
in. y
We thiok this Occidental editor mast be
exceedingly gullible. Avery made him be-
lieve (for be told mewbers Ae was o candidate,
and came down to Salem for that purpose,)
that be could be elected printer to the Con-
vention!! He counld'nt bave got a« eofein
that body from a democratic member. He
might have got the republican aod opposi-
tion votes, but the trouble was fhere was nof
enough of them.

Avery has also encouraged him with the
idea that he csn be elected public printer
(he has nothing to do the work with, and
wouldn’t have had for tliat of the Counven-
tion) mext winter. THis chance is precisely
the same in the Legislatlare that it was in
the Convention—bhe can get the black-re-

were most likely indocements for coming up
here from Californis to publish- the Ox.
Avery fishes for gndgeons, but it is seldom

He lias to leave Qregon to do it.

88~ We hope noue of var delinquent sab-
scribers will complain this year of being
* donned,” as we prepay posiage on sll the
letters. We have paid the postage on over
300 durieg the Jasl two weeks.

YWe bave also strickea from our list the
names of 30 or 40 non-paying subseribers—
a good ways in the rear. 1If any fail ta re-

clude that theirs was among the number.

In making out bills we intend to “skip”
no onc in arrears. If we do so, it is ooin-
tentional.

Send ms the Returns—Scond us the Returms.

We hope our (riends in every part of the
Territory will send ns the returns of the |
election in Neovember, in "their several lo-
calities at the earfiest possible moment.—
Don't presume that somebody else bas done
I, &nd DEEIECE TF Joureelt Bo-cure-end
send us the vote on ** Coustitntion, yes, or
no;” and ** Slavery, yes, or no.” The vote
on free negroes is not so important, as that
will be pretty much all “no.” Howerver, if
you can get the vote on that, send it ulso.

Homss Taier Snor.—A horse thiel was
shof dead a few days since, in Lane Co.—
He was casaght in the act by a geatleman,
who, with his rifle pointed at him, told bim
to stand antil his wife could tie his hands,
apon peril of beiog shot. He stood siill
until the work was partially sccomplished,
when he started to run; whereupon he fired,
and killed him instantly.

Tux Coxsrrromox—Pawruizr Corr.—
The 5,000 copies of the Coastitation in
pamphlet form, ordered by the Convention,
bave been printed, and will be this week scut
to postmasters aod suditors throughou: tae
Territory. They are for gratuitous ¢isiri-
bation, sad any one wishing s copy has bat | ¢
to call upon his postmaster or aaditor, as
long as they lasi. :

For the Stalesman.

Mza. Evrror—The citizens of Champoeg
propose to take a wager of a box of cigan
that we will give a larger majority for Free
State than any other precinct in couoly.
Any preciact wishing to take as can leave
word with the editor of the Statesman.—
Oun the Constitution we will go two to one;
who takes us; dou't all spesk at once.

A.B.
Toe Evzcrion. The election for voting
upon the Constitation, sad the guestions
submitted with it, takes place on the second
Monday in November, which will octar on
the Oth day. Let every ome remember this.

We hope to see a fall vote.

PorvraTion oF MuLrsoman Couxry,
Oregon Territory, for the year, 1857:
Namber of ) [ R R T 907
Number of Males nnder 10, .. ... ... T.-. g
Number of Femalesof 18 anupwards. .. ... 487

Number of Fomales under 18 and over 10... 175

Number of Females under 10,-............ 388
—
mm.--_.....-e."e..z....“

To County Anditors.

We bope Comnty Auditors will not neg-
lect to issac the required notices of the elec-
tion on the second Mondsy in November to
pass upom the sccepiance er rejection of
the Constitation.

8. A Corvallis friend p“'h
Wmuum"mo«w
and tomgs” If he had thrown in & cow-bell
and fin pan the description would bave been
completa. s S

8- We learn from Eider Sisari, the
Mormon preacher, that be bsptised sixteen
persoss (ten males and six fomales) in the
Forks of the Willsmette, Lane County,
aboat ten miles above Eagene City, aad or-
ﬂf_;.“m*orduﬁ.'ﬂixm
Mormons before his visit, sad the balamce

pew converts. He says they will' emigrate
to Selt Lake. The work of religions deln-

siop is astonishivg.
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publicas-opposition vote, and no more. These e
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he finds one that will bite at a bare hook. |

ceive the Statesman as osual, they may con- | pa
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