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nearer than the Tye, a small stream mid-

way between Barlow's gate ana the Dulls.

Upon this is a fine set'lement, some good

farms, and many of the comforts and con-

venience of civilization. But as a point

far to the south east, en M eel's cut off, was

our aim, the De Chute being somewhat

difficult of ferriage at the old crossing, we

abandoned the old read five or six miles

south-ea- st of the gate, with the view of lol

lowing up the liver to the crossing of the

southern route, about one hundred and

eighty miles south of the Dalles, and from

thence east about seventy miles to the point

of destination. Having thus changed our

course, we plunged into the wide plain

without track er guide, and were traveling

at a rapid rate, when all at once we were

"taken up" by one of thoe "infernal can

ons" ao common in this region, and which

you never aee until you approach the very

verge. But by a aerie of engineering and

zig-za- g windings we at last triumphed, and

were pleased with the flattering hope of

haviog a few mile of good travel, a our
extended plain of high table land lay
stretched before us a far a the eye could

reach. The steny spots before referred to

became more numerous a we advanced to

be aoulb. But from thia annoyaoca wa

(ooo escaped, for after about fifteeo miles

travel we struck tbe eld California trail

leading from the Dalle via Jacksonville

and Yreka to Sacramento, which has ap-- j

parenlly been used from lima immemorial.
! Although we LaJ not (rarelc j far without,
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yet ill very appearance of road was.......
knowing

Mollride,

reflecting

wilh the juniper tree and sag bush, would

be quite bnautiful. The portion of coun

try already described is fsirsmnplo ofall
(hat vast extent of country lying between
tbe Dull and the Warm Spring. There is

oue exception, however, whiuh I shall men-

tion. At the distance of lixty miles south
of the Dalls, and bordering on the trail to

tbe wtst, is a scope of superior land, well

watered and limbered, embracing enough
for tbe half of a good aised county, and a

nice a country at one could wish. With
the anvw capped Cascade en the west,

range of magnificent bills on th

south, while on the east and north is an
extended plain whose gentle undulation

rise and full like tbe swellings of tbo sea, it
affords a variety of picturesque scenery
tucb as (eldom groets tbe eye. If any wish

to forsake their homes, when large farms
and spacious dwellings, tbe fruit of many

year' toil, seem to promts real enjoyment,
I would advise tnem to go direct 1p this
point, as it ia In my opinion, superior to

any portion of eastern Oregon. Passing
on from Ibis prairie, and to the south of
the rang of hills before spoken of, there is

enough pood land, though it is considera-

bly cut by hill and canons, for twenty or
thirty good claims, wilh an abundance of

springs and timber near by. Bnt from

thia point there is nothing either interesting
or attractive until you reach the wnrm

springs, around which the hills are mag.
nificent in tbe extreme, cut up aa they are

iuto innumerable lofty pyramidal mound,
and almost as red aa blood. But perhaps
the greatest curiosity of this region ia some

boiling hot spring, situated on the north
aide of a tributary of the De Chute out.

immediately at the crossing, and not more

than five, feet from the water, while the oth
er, tbe largest one, ia about a half mile

below, at the base of a high bluff, immedi
ately at the road, on the east tide. The
water of these springs is boiling hot, and

rongly metallic.

Hiddiug adieu to these mysterious
springs we hastened on lo tho agency of
the Warm Spring reserve, distant seven

miles, traveling in a dense sage plain almost
the entire distance. Here we were very
courteously received by the gentlemanly
aud intelligent agent, J. W. Knight, who

entertained usiuageuteel end friendly
manner. This Reserve is about ninety

miles south of the Dalls, aud is bounded on

the east by De Chute river,on the south by

California, en the west by the Caskade

mountains, and on the north by a line run-

ning from tbe base of the mountains, due

east, by the Warm Springs to the De
Chut eriver, and is, in my opinion, the most

judicious location that nas been made by

the department; not ao much ou account
of lis superior advantages, as from the fact

that the bad society end vicious habits

that Are so inseparably connected with an

Indian Agency cannot influence the aette
ment so easily. The fort is situated on

the north bank of a tributary of the De

Chute, and from appearance, is judiciously
managed. Extensive preparation! afe be

ing mada for the erection of a more sub-

stantial depot. There are now about three
hundred acres plowed, aixty of which are
in cultivation, all in potatoes, and judging

frm tbe present crop, tbe soil is very pro
ductive. There is also a saw mill in

course of erection( which will be complet-

ed during the coming winter. Upon the
hole 1 believe it to be tbo best Reserve

west of the Rocky Mountains. None of

the surrounding country ia worth anythiug

except for grazing purposes, wilh the ex-

ception of five or six sections on a little
creek south of the fort, where tbe farm

now is; consequently there nevtr can b

ny settlements near by. Here two of our

company, Messrs Fisber and Gililand, left

us and returned home, having heard some
bad stories ahout the Indian east, and be-

coming doubtful a to the propriety of go

ng among thera wilh ao small a number :

hey by decreasing a company already loo

small to six men, with which number we

determined lo proceed at all bazzards, and

if possible, reach tbe point of destination.

And to that end we separated from our

friend at tba Ageney, and pursued our

journey.

The next morning as preparationa were

being made for a start, we were bailed by

ao Indian belonging to the reserve, who

delivered a note from Mr. Knight in which

he atated that from information secured

from Indian chief en the previous evening,

it would be perilous far u lo Cros tbe

river, and advised us to make a precipitate

retreat. Knowing that all tbe Indians

were a war of our approaoh, that Mr.

Knight bad constant intercourse with all

the surrounding tribes, and consequently

waa well posted with regard to tbeir real

intention respecting , and being aware

that if we were to get into an engagement
with a select band of warriors, oursparclty
of number was such a lo insure a total
defeat, If notour entiro destruction; al
though we were extromely anxious to go
on, we reluctantly abandoned the expedi
tion, and bent our course toward the foot

of Mt. Jefferson, wilh the vie of prospect
ing the leading streams in that vicinity.

Tbi being done, and nothing found, we

determined to explore the country lying
bolween the Reserve and the Southern
immigrant route, and turned our course in

that direction, finding it differing but little
from that over which we had just traveled,
unless It Is that the sand and sage become

more plentiful, and the country less valu
able far grazing. But the greatest objeo
tion to that vast extent of country anuth of
tho Dalle aud extending to tho California
line, Is tbe extreme icarcity of water.
None is to be found, except in the rock

bound canyons of the tributaries of the
Dechutes, whose precipitous bluffs seem to
bid defiance to man and beast. In fuel,

there are ot.ly a few places'wbero a descent
can be made. These watering places are
sometimes ten, and even fifteen mile apart;
consequently the number of Uancheroa
will be governed by the number of water-

ing places. Ilence the wide fields for pas

turage and it consequent superiority over
most other countries for grazing purposes.
But il i unfit for agricultural purposes, aud
nover can susUiu a dense population.
The Three Sisters, whose snow-cappe- d

summits pietce the clouJs, now began to

loom up in gloomy grandeur, and a desire
to scale their snowy heights, and associate
my nam with the Muiuboldis, Fretuonts,
and Dryers of tbe mountain-climbin- no-

toriety, urged us on to the perilous under-

taking. Hill after hill was left behind,
and aoon we stood al the baso of those

mighly peaks. It waa now leu o'clock,
and we had reached the object of our d- -

sires, and nothing remained but to devest
oursnlvcs of every encumbrance and com-

mence tbe nrduous task ; which was quick

ly done, and unprepared as wa were with
proper instruments, having noiiher hool

nor staff, nor anything else calculated i

the least to assist' us, we began the long

ascent, but aoon found that the smoothness

and apparent beauty of these peaks, when

at a distanoe, is a'l a humbug, for deep

canyons, abrupt ridges, overhanging preci

pices, and frowning cliffs, constitute the

leading features of tbe whole of them, al

uv'st entirely preventing ihcir ascent; and

per necessity, we were compelled to under

lake it by means nf a long, sleep, precipi

lous ridge, leading to the extreme summit

from tbe eastTT We soon got under head

way, and moved on with as much rapidi

ty as circumstances would permit, fre-

quently stopping to rest for the labor was

excessive sometimes to hurl some mass

ive stone from it resting place, and send

il tumbling, leaping, sometimes three or
four hundred feet at a bound, and making
the congealed mow fly like a misty
cleud, to the plain below. Thus we weie
permitted to amuse ourselves, even amid

the most incessant toil. The general in.

clioatioo of thia ridge is about soventy de

greea and is very narrow on the top

scarcely wide enough for one to walk In

safely, and on either side it is almost per.

pendicular, so that if a person, by some
mis-step- , were lo fall, immediate death

would be the oousequence. The principal

danger incurred was in passing bug rocks

forty or fifty feet in height, and almost

perpendicular, which in severul instances,

lay across our path, around which it wa

impossible lo go; consequently we were

compelled to clamber up the rough sides,

running a risk of life at every step, for

the slip of a stone would have hurled us

thousands of feet below. These we clam
bered over from atone to stone and height

to height, until three of our party, (the
other three having stopped mere than half

way down tb mountain) seated ourselves

upon the snowy crest of one of the high

est peaks in America, I having th honor

of being tbe first human being that ever
made a t upon its icy summit.
And now, although I bad toiled incessant

ly, and periled my life at almost every step
in the ascent, I felt more than compensated
for all attending dangers, in that g

gratification that I enjoyed, as I

looked below, upon tbe wide extended
fields of the grandest scenery that I ever

beheld, from grassy lawn and flowery

wood where ihe Rose, th Lilac, and Jasa-mia- e

lend their aweet perfume to each

passing zephyr, to the endless field of

eternal mow whoa icy aspect almost made

me shiver as I gazed upon them..
Immediately to the south, and connected

with the peak upon which we atood by a

rid'e eight or nine thousand feet high, is

another mountain of equal altitude with

this one, and which, judging from appear-

ance at the distance of about two miles,

is more difficult of ascent. The two
peaks, and the ridge connecting them, forms

a vast field of tjow ca tbe west, fire or
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fed entirely by the snow, of crystal clear, mid all tho labor requited to kill thorn is lo
uess, and aa cold as ice. On tbo east bido at the watcr'e edie, and await their
there is a beautiful plain, or cove, peibaps approach. It was of these Indians we
similar, though not equal, to the one on first learned that there wa no road across
Mt. Chiinborazo, where the city of Quito the mountains at thi point, and were told
now stauds. This plan contain mort than by ihetn that il would be impossible for us

tuousano acres of comparttivsly Ivl to cros, and were advised te rtreat as th
land, almost destitute of snow, and cover- - ouly means ef averting trouble, if not the

with green, luxuriant grass, and flowers loss of all our horses. But possessing a
of tho most beautiful and delicate texture, little of ibut " unconquerable," so charao-althoug- h

aurrounded by (now. Immagiue tcristio ot the American people, we de--

tbe (ccne ! spring summer autumn termiiud In good Yankee style " to put it
and winter, wilh their numberless varieties through." And accordingly left our Dig.
of temperature of heat and cold, surround I ger brethren in the peaceful possession of
you, where wilh one hand you could pluck all the ir rights, and resumed our journey.
select bouquets of the most beautiful taking a due west course, hoping by fo-

llowers, and with tba other grasp the lowing il, to altik the seiilemeu'.s some,
the snow of a thousand winters. I did whero iu the vicinity of Eugene City.
ibis, aud confess I feel a oul. thrilling on- - The kind Providence, good luuk, or

a reverential aw, that aoared ever you may be pleased to cull it, that
above the vague and sordid things of enrlh had attended us thus fur, seemed not yet to
and pouetratud to the throne of the eternal have forsaken us, for on the evening of our
God. And as I atood upon the proud departure from the villago and about ten
summit of ibis mighiy peak, with the miles wtst of tho lakra, wo enjoyed the
bleak wind of perpetual winter howling io privilege of camping in a beautiful prairie,
my ears, surrounded by everlasting snows, of sovcral sections of superior soil, gently
towering peaks, and yawuing chasms, inclining to tbe west, aud thickly set with a
mighty rivers, and extensive plaius, vocal crop of beautiful green crass. Whortlo- -

with their aweet melodies to Jthvvaht berries, of the 'finest flavor grew on the
praise, I could but feel a g sor- - prairie in great abundance. Elk grazing
row for th poor unfortunate being who by upon the prairie in such great number
early traiuing or bad associations has been that, in places, the ground wa literally
driven to the denial of tho existence of a torn up, and largo trails mada by them,
God. traversed It. But alihough we hunted

This peak is 15,300 feet high. There faithfully, on the evening of our arrival,
is another, about five miles to the south we killed nothing saw nothing. 'On the

east, possessing th same characteristics, ensuing morning, however, wo saw fifteen,

and of about the same altitude, of the but wero unable to kill any.
other two, and yet two more, still further Leaving this oucampmcut, we pushed
south, equally high and majestic wilh th forward over hills, rocks, log ad brush,
three first, making, in all, five in a circle until we struck upon the McKenzi' Fork
of twelve or fifteen miles the greatest of the Wallamotie, distant from the Throe
cluster in the known world. Perhaps Sisters forty or fifty miles. This stream
there is not another place on earth, where heads at Ml. Jefferson, at th distance ef
there are such evidence of tho power of fifty miles north of where we struck it, and
volcanic action, as are presented in the vi- - run duo south to this point, whor it make
cinity of these mountains. In al! direct- - a bend at right angles, and pursue anal-ion- s,

except on the south east, there are most direct westerly course to the valley.
chains, or streaks bf lava of from one to At this point it is about sixty yard in
two, and even three miles in width, from width, half side to a horse in depth, and
one I three thousand fuel iu height, nnd runs very rapidly. Crossing it where wa
from ten to twenty miles in length, desti- - first approached it we continued our courso
tute of vegitation, barren and bleak. The bearing (lightly to tbe South of west, and
average height of the dwarf firs that are as we again apprcached the river we were
found there, is not over five feet, some, astonished at the appeurauce of Inrg cI- -

times ten feet sometimes not more than utnna of steam rising from the bauk, which
one foot, owing to the elevation upon which we found originated in boiling hot springs,
it stands; the limbs spread far aud wide so alrongly saline as to form thick cruat
from ten to fifteen feet across, lying ul. I of pure salt on the rock with, which it

most on the ground, bo dense that yu came in contact, flies springs are situ- -

cannot see through hum, and as fiat on top ated on the north bunk of th river, iinnie- -

as a board, doubtless mad so by the pon- - diately below the great bend, and gush out
dorous loads of snow which thy groan un. through fissures iu a shelving rock, in
dor for eight or ten months in tbe year, streams fiom one to two inchi iu diume- -

After making the old grey rock resound tcr for sixty or eighty yards up and down
with the sou nd of firearms, and devouring the river, and not mors (bun ten feet fiom

an apple which had brought from home, th water's edge allow stago. Hotter wa- -

aud taking a long, lingering look, we bid tcr than this I never saw.
adieu lo its glories uud commenced the do- - For tbirtocn days from tho hot spring
scent, which by five o'clock r. M. was ec- - we were subjected lo the most incessant
coinplished having performed a feat in 0i in climbing steep hills, crossing can- -

tbe space of seven hours, to which yens, cutting through brush, and jumping
although it waa perilous in the extrerno, I n2. Aa the rivor now pursued the
hall ever recur with pleasing emotions. course we wanted to travel, and afforded

My thirst for mountain climbing by the the only grass for oar horses, we chose it
way, something of a pistion with me Bs a dernier resort, and followed down il as
was perfectly satiated, and my only desire closely as we tould, sometimes in the hot-w-

now for home. A we had come to torn, sometimes ou the banks, nnd some- -

this place in the first instance, not only as times ia the river, where the water was
adventurers, but also in quest of a road, ,af.sides, and even swimming to some of
which we afterwards ascertained runa fifty the smaller horses. But by diulof conlin-mile- s

south, and as we had already travel- - ued effort wa always succeeded in ever
ed one day in the mountains, aud scorned coming all difficulties. For eleven tede-th- e

idea of retracing our steps, deter- - ouvduyswe followed down this river,
mined to cross the mountain at all haz. On the morning of the l2th day of our
zards, road or no read, lo tbe 'Willamette tedeous travel down its meandering we
valley ; a rash undertaking, which we per. determined to follow it no further, a ita

ap should not have gone Into, had il not general course now varied to the south- -

been for a larg trail, running westward, west, add accordingly took to the moun- -

pparently much used, which we supposed tains, wilh the hope of finding some divid- -

cruised tbe mountains to sow portion of

the Willamette valley, but which, in fact,

was only an Indian trail leading some

twenty five mile west of the "Sister" to

some large lakes, which w aw from lb

summit of th peak. Her is large vil

lage ef Indians, who are apparently very

comfortably situated, hav larga number

of fne horses apparently of (American
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ing ridge, leading to the valley, thereby
affoiding us a more easy and speedy travel.
But unfortunately, these mountaius, unlike

any other I hav ever traveled ia, seemed
to have but few, if any, general ''divide,"
but are so cut up by hills and deep canons,
without order or regularity, that it is almost

impossible to cros them. And then, too,
the fires that hare prayed upon them hm
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