.

—

| recuip' s, probubly, from that soures.—
;\m considorativis will junify a reduc:
tlon of the r:‘v?uua fr?;::t i
ol Lo exceed forty-e ar filty million
dollars, | think l{w esiginey for such
reduction s lmporative, and sgain urge it
upon the comideration of Congress.

I'he amount of reduction, as well as the
amer of effecting it, are questions of

t nod genaral interost ; it baing eanen.
ﬂ‘w inlustrial enterprisa and the publie |
proaparity, aa well as tha dietato of ob-
vious justice, that the burden of taxation
o made 10 rest a¥ equally as possible apon
all classes, and all sections wod interests
of the country.

| hnve horatofora reeammended to your
eonsileration the revisiens of the revenue
taws, prepared under the direetlon of the
Hocrotnry of the Trensury, and ulio log.
ialation wpon some apevial questions af-
fecting the business of that department,
more especinlly the ennctment of w law 1o
punish the abatraction of official Louks or
prpers from the files of the government,
nrreqairing sll such books and papers
and all oiher public property fo b turned
dnr.b" the out.guing vlficer 1o liis snccess.
or ;| of nlaw requining disbursing officers
to daposit all money in the vaults of the
trensury or in other legal depoxitories,
where the same are oconveniently access.
idle ; and a law toextend penal provisions
tb all persons whomay become possessed
of public money by deposite or otherwise,
;.le.o shall refuse or neglect, on due
demand, 10 pay the same intu the treasury.
Linvite your atiention snmew Lo euch of
these objecta,

Tho army during the past year has been
wo constantly employed ngainst hostile In.
dians in various quarters that it can searce-
Iy be said, with propriety of language,
to have been a peace establishment, Its
duties have been satisfictorily performed,
and wo have reason (o expect, us & rosult
of 1he yenr's operations, greater seourity
to the frontier inhabitants than has been
hitherto enjoyed,

Extensive combinations arong the hos.
tile Indians of the Territeries of Washing-
ton and Oregon at one tima threatened the
devastation of the newly.formed settle-
ments of that remote portion of the coun-
wy. From recent information wo are
pormitied 1o hope that the energetio and
successful operntions conducted there will
prevent such combinations in the future,
and secure 10 those Territories an oppor-
tunity to make steady progress in the de-
velopment of their agricultural and min-
eral resources.

Legislation bas been recommended by
me oi previous oceasions to cure defects in
tho existing organization, and to increase
the eficioncy of the ariny, and furtler ob.
servation bas but served 1o confirm me in
the views than expressed, and 1o inforee
en my mind the conviction that such mea.
sures are not only proper but necessary,

1 have, in addition, 1o invite the atien.
tion of Congress to a change of policy in
the distribution of troops, and to the nee.
exsily of providing a more rapid ineronse
of the miI}tnry armament.  For details of

theas and othigr subjects relating lo the ar-
l‘n y I refor to the report of the Secretary of

ar,

The condition of the navy ix not mere.
Iy satisfuctory, but exhibits the most grat.
iying evidonces of incrensed vigor, Aslt
is comparatively small, it is more impor.
tant that it should be as complete as poss.
ibloin all the elements of strengihi; that
it should be efficient in the chiaracter of its
officors, in the zeal and discipline of its
men, in the relinbility of its ordnance, and
in the eapacity of ity ships.

In all these various qualitics the navy
has made great progress within the last
few years,  'The excoution of the law of
Congress, of February 28, 1855, “1o pro.
mote the efliciency of the navy," has been
uttended by the most advantageous results.
‘I'he law for promoting discipline among
the meu is found convenlont and salutary,

The system of pranting an hennmbr-
discharge 10 faithful seamen on the ex-
piration of the period of their enlistment,
and permiiting them to re-enlist after n
lsave of nbsence of a fow months, withou
cossation of puy, is highly beneficial in fts
influenee.  The npprentios system recantly
adopted is evidenily destined to incorporate
into the servico n large number of our
orunteymen bitherio so dificult te pro
eura,

Soverl hundred Ameriean boys are now
ona three years' crifso in our national
vassols, and will return well trained gea-
men.  lo the ordnanes department there
jsm deeided sand geatifying indieation of
progresseredituble to itand to the eonntry,
I'he suggostions of the Recretary of the
Navy,in regard to further improvement in
that beaneh of the sorviee, | evinmend to
your favorable nction,

The now frigutes ordered by Congress
are now olloat, and two of them in netive
servies,  They are superior models of na-
val avchiteature, and with their formida:
Llo bLattery aild larzely to our public
strength and seeuriy.

I coneur in the views expressod by the
Scoratary of the Dapartment in favor of n
stll furilivr inerense of our naval force.

The reportof tho Seeretury of the T |
tatior prosents focts aud views in relution to |
tnternal afliies over which the sopervis |
ion of hisdepartment extends, of much in-
terest and importunce, |

The sgzrigute sales of publie lands, |
during the last fiseal yenr, ninount to nine |
million two hutulwi anl ln‘r-my-arn.-n[
thousand eight hundred and twenty-soven
seres ; for which has been recoived the |
sum of eight million eight hundred and
twenty.one thousand four hundred and
fonrteen dollurs,

Dating the same period thore have beon
located with mititary serip nnd land war.
rants, and for a1her pucposes, thirty mill. |
ion ono hundred thousand two hundred and |
thirly acres, thus making a total agaregate
of thirty-nine million three huodred and
twenty-eight thousand one burdod and
oight wcres, |

Ou the 30th of September Inst, surveys

have been made of 16,873,600 acres, a ‘ tion with the United Siates.

large proportion  of which is ready for
market.

The suggestions in this report in regard
1o the complication and progressive expan.
sion of the dilfcrent bureaux of the de. |
partment ; 1o the pension system ; to the
solonization of ladian tribes, and the rec.
cmmendations in relation 1o variens im-
provements in the Distriot of Columbia,
wre especially commonded to your consid- |
eration. i

The re of the postmaster genera!
presents fully the condition of that de.

ditures for the last fiscal year, were ten
million four bundred and seven thousand
eight hundred and sixty.-elght dollam § and
its gross recoipm seven million six hundred
and twenty t nd and cight hundred
and one dolars—making an oxcess of ex-
penditore over receipta of two million
seven hundred and oighty-seven thousand
nud foriy-six dollars,

The deficieney of this department Is
thus seven hundred and forty-four thous.
and dollars greater than for 1 IIJ)’ell' onil
ing Juna 80, 1853, Of this deficlency,
threo hundred and thirty thousand dollars
is to by atteibuted to the additional com
pensation sllowed postmasters by the set
of Congress of June 22, 1854,

The wail fucilities in every part of the
country hnve boen very much inerensed in
that period, and the large addition of rall-
rond serviee, amounting to seven thous.
nnd nine hundred and eight miles, has add
od largely (o the cost of transportation.

The inconsiderable augmentation of the
income of the Post Office Department un-
dor the reduced rates of postage, and ils
increasing expenditures, must, for the pres-
ext, make it dependent to some extent up:
on the treasury for support.

The recommendations of the I'ostmaster
(ieneral, in relation 1o the abolition of the
franking privilege, and his views on the
establishment of mail steamship lines, de.
sarve the consideration of Congress. |
ulso call the specisl attention of Congress
to the statement of the Postmaster Gen
eral respecting the sums now paid for the
transportation of mails to the Panama
Ruilrond Company, and commend to their
early and favorable consideraiion the sug-
gestions of that officer in relation to new
contracts for mail (ransportation upon that
route, and also upon the Tehuantepee and
Nicaragua routes,

The United States continue in the en.
joyment of nmicable relations with all
foreign powers,

When my last ennual mossage was
transmitted to Congress, two subjects of
controversy, onn relating lo the enlistment
of soldiars in this country for furcign servies
and the other to Central America, threat-
ened to disturb good understanding be:
tween the United States and Great Britain,
Of the progress and termination of the
former question you were informed st the
time ; and the other is nowin the way of
satisfactory adjustment.

The objeet of the eonvenlion between
the United States and Great Britain of the
10th of April, 1850, was to secure, for
the benefit of all nations, the neutrality
and the common use of any transit way, or
interoceanic communication, ncross the
isthmus of Panama, which might be open.
od within the limits of Central America.
The pretension subsequently aserted by
Greal Dritain, to dominion or control over
territorios, in or neur two of the routes,
those of Nicaragun and Honduras, were
deemed by the United States, not merely
incompatible with the main objeet of the
treaty, bul opposed even fo ils express
stipulations, Occasion of controversy on
this point has been removed by an addition.
al treaty, which our minister st London
lina concluded, and\which will be immedi.
atoly snbmitted to the Senate for its con.
sideration. Should the proposed supple.
mental arrangement ba concurred in by
ull the parties to be affected by it, the ob.
jeots contemplated by the original conven:
tion will have been fully attained,

The treaty between the United Sriates
and Great Britain, of the 5th of June,
1804, which went into effeelive operation
in 1855, pul an end lo causos of irritation
between the two countries, by securing to
the United Siates the right of fishery on
the const of the British North American
provinees. with advantages equal to those
enjoyed by British subjects.  Deaides the
signal bonefits of this treaty to n large
class of onr citizens engaged inn pursuit
eonnected 1o no ineonsiderablo degree with
our national Eruaporily and strongth, it has
had a fuvorable effect upon otherintoreats
in the provision it made for recipeoonl
freedom of trade bolween the United States
and the British provinces in America.

The exports o domestic articles to these
provinees during the Inst year amountod
to more than twenty-two millions of dol.
Inrs, excoeding those of the preceeding
year by nearly seven millions of dollars ;
and the imports therefrom, during the
same perind, amounted to more that twen.
ty-one million—nn incrense of six million
upon those of the previous yoar,

The improved condition of this Lranch
of our commeren is mainly attributed to
the above mentioned Lreaty.

P'rovision was made, in the first articln
of that treaty, for a commission o desiz-
nate tho mouths of rivera 1o which the
common right of fishery, on the const of
the United States aod the British Provin.
cof, was not 1o extend.  This commission
hns been employed a part of two seasons,
but without much progress in accomplish.
ing the objeet for which it was instituted,
i consequence of o serjons diffirence of
opinion; between the commissioners, not
only as to precise point where the rivers
wrminats, but in many instances as o
what constitutes a river, These difficulties,
however, may be overcome I’y resort to the
wmpirage provided for by the treaty,

The eflorts perseveringly  prosecuted
sineo the commencement of my adminis.
trution, to relieve our trade to the Daltic
from the exaction of sound dues by Dun.
mark, bave not vet been attended with
suceess,  Other governments have also
sought 1o obtain a like relief to their com-
merce, and Denmark was thus induced 10
propose an arrungement (o all the Europ.
ean Powers interested in the subject; and
the manner in which her proposition was
reccived, warranting ber to believe that a
satisfactory arrangoment with them would
soon be eoncluded, she made & strong ap
peal to this government for temporary sus-
peosion of definite action ou its part, in
consideration of the embarrassment which
might result to bor European negotiations
|l'\‘ an immedinte ll’jlll‘ll'll‘lll of the ques-
This request
has boon aceeded 1o, npon the condition
that the sums collected after the 16th of
duge lnst, and umtil the 16th of Jupe vexl,
from vessels and eargoes belonging to out
merchants, are (0 be considered as paid un.
der protest and subject to future adjust.
ment, between Devmark and the maritime
powers of Europe on the subject, will be
soon concluded, and that the peuding ne-
gotiation with the United States may then
be resumed and terminated in a sasisfac.
tory manner,

With Spain no new difficulties have aris.

en, nor has much progress been made in
the adjustment of pending oner,

Neogotiations eotered into for the tha pur,

of relieving our commereinl intorcourse
with the Island of Cubia of soma of its bur:
dens, and providing for the more speedy
settlement of local disputes growing out of
that intercourse, Lhavo not yet been st
tended with any resulis,

Soan afier the commencement of the
late wur in Europe, this government sub.
mitted to the considaration of all maritime
nations, two principles for the seourity of
neutral commeros: ons, that tlie neutral
flag should cover enemien’ goods, except
artivles contraband of war ; and the other,
that neutral property on board merchant
vossels of belligerents should be exempt
from condemnation, with the exception of
contraband articles,  Tlese were not pre-
swentold e now rulos of intornational law ;
having been generally claimed by neutrals,
though mot slways admitted by belliger.
ents,  One of the partien to the war—Rus-
sia—ns well ns several meutral powers,
promptly acceded to these propositions ;
and the two other pringipal belligerents,
Great Dritain and France, having eon.
sentod 10 observe them for the present oe-
casion, a favorable opportunity seemed to
be prescnted for oblaining w r}nnernl rec-
ognitivn of them both in Europe and
Ameriga, But Great Britain and France,
in common with most of the states of Eu-
rope, while forbenring to reject, did not
sffirmatively act wpon the overtures of the
United Siates.

While the question was in this position,
the represeniatives of Hossia, France,
Great Britain, Austrin, Prussia, Sardinia,
and Turkey, assembled at Paris, took into
consideration the subject of maritime rights,
and put forth & declaration containing the
two principles which this government had
submitted, nenrly two years before, 1o the
consideration of maritime powers, and sdd.
ing thereto the following propositions :—
“P'rivateering is aud remains abelished,"”
and * Blockades, in order to be binding,
must be effective, that is to say, maintained

\by o foree sulliviens really o prevent access

to the const of the enemy ;" and o the dec-
Inration thus composed of four points, two
of which had alrealy been proposed by the
United States, this government has leen

[invited to nceeda by all the powers repre.

sented ot Paris, execpt Great Britain and
Turkey,
To-the last of the two additional proposi.

"tions—that in relution to blockades—thers

can certainly bo no abjection, It is merely
the definition of what shall constitute the
effectunl investment of a blockaded place, a
definition for which this government has
nlways contended, claiming indemnity for
losses where a practieal violation of the
rule thus defined las been injurious to our
commerce.  As to the remaluing article of
thie drelaration of the confurence of Paris,
“that privatecring is nand remains abolish-
Inrl,"—[eerminly cannot asgribe tothe pow.
ers represented in the conference of Paris,
any Lut liboral and philanthropie views in
the attempt to change the unquestionable
rule of maritima law in regard (o privateer.
ing. Their proposition was doubtless in.
tended to imply approval of the principlo
that privato property upon the ocean, al-
though it might belong 1o eitizens of a bel.
ligerent Stute, should bo exempted from
enpture; and had that proposition been so
framed ns to give full effeet to the principle,
it wonld have reocived my ready assent on
beliallof the United States,

Put the measure proposed is inadoquate
to that purpose. il 43 true that if adopted,
private property upon the ocean Woulil be
withdrawn from one mode of plunder, but
luft exposad, meauwhile, to another moils,
which could bo used with increased effiot-
iveners.  Tho aggressive ca[:aci:yofgruul
naval powers would be thereby augmented,
whila the defeasive ability of others would
boreduced,  Though the surrender of the
means of prosecuting hostillitics by employ-
ing privateers, as proposed by the coufer-
ence of Parls, i mutoal in terms, yel in
practieal effect, it would bo the relinguish.
ment of a right of Jittle value to one clss
of states, but of gssentinl importance to-an.
other aud a far Inrger class, It ought not
to linve been anticipated that a measure,
80 inadequate to the accomplishment of the
proposed object, and so unequal in its oper-
alion, would receive the assent of all mar-
itimo powers,  Private property would be
still left to the depredations cf the public
armed eruisars.

I have exprossed a readiness on the part
of this government, to mccede to all the
principles contained in the declaration of
the confercnce of P'aris, provided that rela-
ting to the abandonment of privateering can
be so amended as 1o effect the object for
which, ns Is presumed, it was intended, the
imumunity of private property on the ocean
from hostile eapture, To effvct this abject,
it is proposed to ndd to'the declaration that
“privateering s und remains abolished,”
the fullowing amendmunt : “Abd that the
private property of subjects and citizens of
a belligerent on the Kigh seas shall be ex-
émpt from seizare by the public armed
vescols of the other belligerent, exeept it
be contraband.”  This amendment has
been presented not ouly 1o the powers
which have askad our sssent to the decla-
ration to aholish privatecring, but to all
othor maritime States. Thos far it has
not been 1ejected by any, and is favorably
enterinined by all which have made any
communieation in reply,

Several of the governments, regarding
with favor the proposition of the United
States, have dulayed definitive action upon
it, only for the purpose of consulting with
others, parties to the conference of Paris.
I have the satisfaction of stating, howsgver,
that the Emperor of Russia has entirely
and explicitly approved of that modifica-
tion, and will co-operate in endonvoring to
obtain the assent of other powers: and that
assurances of & similar purport have been
received fn relation to the disposition of the
Emperor.of the French,

The present aspect of this imporiant sub.
jeet nllows us to cherish the hopa thnt a
principle sa humane in ita character, so
just and equal in its oparation, so essential
to the prosperity of commercial nations,
and so consonant 1o the sentiments of this
enlightened period of thw world, will com.
mand the approbation of all maritime pow.
ers, and thus bo incorporated into the code
of international law,

My views on the subject are more fully
set forth in-the reply of the Secretary of
State, a eopy of which is herewith trans-
mitted, 1o the communications on the sub.
ject made to this government, espacially to
the communication of France,

The government of the United Siates

hiae at &l times rogarded with friendly in.
terést the othar States of America, formerly,
like this couniry, Enropean culonies, and
now independent members of the great fam
ily of pations.  But the unset:lal vondition
of some of them, distrected by frequent
revolulions, and thus incapable of regular
and Brm lnternal administration, bas tended
to embarrass ocemsionally our public inter-
course, by reason of wrongs which our cit.
izons sulfor at their hands, and which they
wre slow o redroms,

Unfortunately it Is against the Republic
of Mexieo, with which it is our specinl de-
sira to maintain 8 good understanding, that
such corplaints are most numerous; and
although enrnestly urged upon its atten.
tion, they huve not s yet received the cons
sideration which this governmens had a
right 10 expect, While reparation for

ast finjuries has been withheld, others
r:nu been ndded,  The political condition
of that country, however, biw been such an
to demand forbearance on the part of the
United States. 1 shall continoe my efforis
to procute for'the wrongs of‘our citizens
that redress which is indispensable to the
continned ‘friendly assceintion of the two
Republics,

The peculiar condition of affairs in Nie.
aragua in the early part of the present
year, rendored it important that this gov-
ernment should have diplomatic relations
with thatstate. Through it territory had
been opened one of the prinsipal thorongh-
fares ncross the isthmus connecting North

of the United Sinten 10 Le indifferent.

I kisve deemed the dunger of the recur-
rence of scenes of lawless vivlance in this
quarter »o fmminent as 10 make it my duty
to station wpart of our naval foree in the
Jutbors of Panama and Aspinwall, in order
to protect the persons and property of the
eitigens of the United Siates in those ports,
and 10 lnsure o them safo qlm ACross
the Isthmus, And it would, in my judg-
ment, be wowise 1o withdraw the naval
force now in thoss ports, until by the spon.
taneous nction of the republic of New Gra-
unda, or otherwise, some ndequate arranjge-
ment shall Lave been made for the protee.
tlon mnd security of a line of interoceanie
communieation so important at this time,
not to the United States only, but to all
ather maritinie States; both of Europo and
Ameriea, .

Meanwldle, negdtiationy have been in.
stituted by means of a special commision,
1o wblnin from New Granada full indem.
nity for inﬁuriu sustained by our eitizena
on the lsthmus, aud satisfaciory security
for the general interest of the United
States, .

In addréming to you my last anbual
message, the occasion seems to me an ap.
rroprilunne 10 express my congratulations
n view of the peace, greatness, and felicity
which the United Siutes now possess and
enjoy. To point you to the ktato of the
various départments of the Government,
and of all the great branches of the public
sorvice, eivil and military, io order to speak

and South  Ameries, on which a vast
amount of property” was transported, sud
to which our citizens ' redorted in' grest
numbers, in passing between the Atlantie
and Pacific coasts of the United Biates,— |
The protection of both required that the
existing power in that state should bo re.

nrded ud a rdsponsible government ; and
Fu minlster was accordingly received.
But Lo remained here only u short time,
Soon thereafier the political afliirs of
Nicnragua underwent unfavorable change,
and beeame involved in much unceriainty
and conlusion. Diplomatic representa-
lives from Iwo conlending parties bLave
been recently sent to this government ; but,
with the imperfeci information possessed,
it was not impossible to decide which was
the governmeut de facto; and awaiting
further developments, I have refuséd 1o re-
geive either.

Questions of the most sarious nature are

pending between the United States and the |

republic of New Granada. The govern. |
ment of that republic undertook, n year
since, to impose tunnage duties on foreign
vessels in her ports, but the purpose was
resisted by this government, as being con.

of the intelligence and the integrity which

rvade the whole, would be to indieate
E:t imperfectly the administrative condi.
tion of the country, and the beneficial
effccts of that on the general welfare, Nor
would it suffice to say that the nation is
nctually at peace at home and abroad ;
that its industrinl interests aro prosperous ;
Jhat the canvas of its mariners whitens
every sea; nnd the plow of ils husbandmen
is marching steadily anward to the blood.
less conqueat of the continent ; that cities
and populous States are springing u ) o
if by enchantment, from the bosom bF our
Western wilds, and that the couragrous
enorgy of ouF people is miking these
Unired States the Grear Republic of 'the
world. . .

These results have not been attained
without passing through triuls and perils,
by expericuee of which, and thus only, na.
tons ecan barden into manheod, Our
forefuthers were trained to (he wisdom
which conceived, and the courage which
achieved, independence, by the circum-
stances which surrounded them, and they
wore thus made eapablo of the creation of
the Republie. Itdevolved on the net gen

trary lo existing treaty stipulation with the
United Siates, and to rights conferred by
charter upon the Panama Railroad Com.
pany, and was accordingly telinquished
at that time, it being admitied that our
vessels were entitled to be exempt from
tonnage duty in the free ports of l‘nnamu‘
and Aspinwall,  But the purposo has been
recently revived, on the part of New Gra.
nada, by the emactment of & law 1o sub.
jeet vessels visiting her portd 1o the ton-,
noge duty of forty cents per ton; and
although the law Lias not Leen put in foree,
yel the right to enfurce it is still asserted,
and may, at any time, be acted on by the
governmant of that republic. |

The Congrass of New Granada hos-en- |
acted u law, during the last year, which
levies a tax of more than three doilurs-on |
every pound of mail mabter transported
noross the Isthmus.  The sum thus re-
quired to be paid on the mails of the [Tni. |
tod Stntes would be nearly. iwo million of
dollurs annunlly, in addition to the large |
sum payuble by contract to the Panama
Railroad Company. Iiithe only object.
ion to this exuction were the exorbilancy
of its amount, it conld not be submitted
1o by the United States,

The imposition of it; lioweven, wou]dl
obviously contravens our treaty with New
Granada, and infringe the contract of that
republic with the Panuma Railroad Com.

any. ‘The law providing for this tax was,
[:y its terms, to take effcct on the first of |
September last, but the local nuthoritics on
ihe fsthmus have been indueed to suspend

its execution, and to await further instruc-
tions on the subject from the government |
of the republic. I am not yet advised of |
the dotermination of that goverament. 1f)
a measure g0 ¢xtraordinary in its charne
ter, and so clearly contrary to treaty siip-
ulations, and the contract rights of the
Pavamn  Railroad’ Company, composad
mostly of American citizens, shoulil be
persisted in, it will be the duty of the |
United States to resist its exeention,

[ regrot exceedingly that ocoasion ex.
is1s lo invite your attention to A subject
of still graver import in our relations with
the Republic of New Grannda. Oa the
fifteenth day of April last, & riotous as-
semblage of the inhabitants of Panoma |
committed a violent and outrageous attack |
on the promises of the railroad company,
nod the passengers and other persons in or |
neir the same, involving the death of sov-
eral ciizens of the United States, the
pillage of many others, and the destrue.
tion of a large amount of property be-
longing 1o the railrond company,  Leauged
full investigntion of that ovent to bis made,
and the result shows satisfactorily that |
completa responsibility for what occtrred |
atlaches 1o the government of New Gra- |
nada. 1 have, Iﬁereﬁm-, demanded of'that |
government that the perpetrators of 1he
wroings in question s[:ull ba punished ;
that provisions should be made for the
families of eitizens of the United Siates
who were killed, with full indemnity for {h#
'pm'Fﬂny piltaged or destroyed.

bie present condition of the Isthmus of
Panama, in so fur as regards the securily
of persons and properly passing over it,
fequires serious considoration, Recent |
incidents tend to show that the local an- |
thorities cannot ba relied on to maintain |
the pubtie peace of Panama, and there is
just ground for apprehonsion that a por- |
tion of the inhabitants are mediating |
further outrages, without adequats meas-
ures for the security and protection of
persons or property having been tuken |
either by the State of Panama, or by the |
general government of New Granada,

Under the guaranties of treaty, citizens
of the United States huve, by the oatlay |
of several millions of dollars, constructed
a railroad across the Isthmus, and it has |
become the main route between our Atlan. |
tie and Pacifie possessions, over which mul.
titudés of our citizens and a vast amount of
property are constantly passing—to the se.
curity and protection o all which, and the

erntion to consolidate the work of the Rev-
olution, to deliver the country entirely from
the influences of conflicting trandutlantic
partialities or antipathios,” which attachied
to our coloniul and revelutionnry Listory,
and 1o orgaize the practicnl operation of
the constitutional and. legal Tustitutions of
the Union.

To us, of this gencration, remains the
vot less noble 1ask of maintaining and
extending the power of ‘the United.States,
Wo linve, at lengih, renched 1hat stage of
thie national ehdeer, in which the dangers
to be encounterad, and the exertions to be
made, are the incidente, . not of weakness,
but of strengtht 16 ous foreigo relations
wo have to avemper our power 1o the less
hiappy- comdition of other repullics in
Amorica, and to plage ourselves, in'the
culthness tnd” conscious dignity of right,
by the side of the greatest and wenlihist
of tho empires of Burope. In our du.
meatio relutions we have to guurd against
the shock of the discontents, the ambitions,
tho interests, and the exuborant, and, there-
fore, sometimes irregular impulses of opin-
ion, or of action, which are the natural
product of the present political elevation,
the self-relinnce, nnd the restless spielt of
enterprise of the people of ‘the Uhitcd
States.

I shall ‘prepare o surrender the Bxecu.
tive Irust lo my sucgessor, and to rolire to
privato life with sentiments of profuund
gratitude to the gaod Providence which,
huring the period of my administration, lias
vouchsafed 1o carry the country through
many dificulties, domestic and forcign, and
to enable me to contemplate the speetncle
of amicable and respectful relations Le.
tween ours and all other Governments,
and the establishment of constitutional
order and tranquillity throughout the
Union.

FRANKLIN PIERCE,

Washington, Dee, 2, 1856,

Marreanse lvox Dinger rrox mis Ong,
—A discovery of ne small interest has re-
cently been made in the mode of manu-
facturing iron. This -metal, which las
now become one of the instruments of
civilization, promises to be as ductile ns
any manufucturer can wish, Hitherto,
Iwo processes have been necessary in order
to obtnin pure iron from tha ore. First,
by means of the Llnst farnaee, the ore is
converted into pig or cast iron. Sevond,
by the use of the puddling furnace, pig-
iron is converted into wrought irone—
Bach process is very expensive, A new
process,has recently been tried by Mr, M.
S. Salter, of Newask, New Jersey, by
which only ane operation is necessary, so
that mallenble iron can be made from_ the
ore at the same expense as pig iran.—
The impurities of the ore are espelled
by exposing it to & maderats hoat dpueriug
the first stages of the progress and by a
gradual inerease of the temperature,  Or.
dinarily the ore, which is an oxide ol iron,
remains for twelve hours in the blas: fur-
nace, and is then drawn off as pig iron,
which is a earburet of iron. That is, the
ore has been de-oxidised and af erward car.
buretted by the contact with the earbon in
the fuel in which itis burnt. The problom
has been to stop the process at that point
when the ore iy thouroughly de-oxi ised,
for then it is pare wroughtdron, This im-

rtant desideratum s accomplished
Ir. Balter’s new process, which it is claimed .
will yield & greater percentage of metal
from any given amount of ore them is ol
tained by any furnaces heretofore nsed,

&7 A writer fron Melbourne, Austra.
lin, says: If any proof- were wanted of
the necessity for bringing to bear npon the
Polynesians all.the civilizing influences
that are withia our reach, I may mention
the melancholy intelligence that two mis.

sionaries and their wives have recently
been murdered and eaten by savages of

continuance of the pnulic advantages in. | one of lhe_wa Hebiides,

volved, it is impossible for the government

Senator l'\;ghﬂ has marrigd Miss Cutts.

@he Oregon -g,

Wo b ADANK, BWITOR ANE PROMRIETOR,
ORBGON OTTY;.
BATURDAY, JANUARY 24, 1857,

President’s Message,

Wo print today what s
termed 1he President’s Ilmp,m::g
might be more appropridtely called a
chunk of & stump wpoech, ¢y a1 that
sn Atchison, a Stringlellow, or & Jones
would like to have it If"it whs not writ.
ten by Lully Brooks, the man who did
writa it certainly stole Brooks' speech of
Oct, 34 ax n model.

The fullowing pamage from Brooky'
speech in South Caroliun serves g § oxy
for (he bulk of the message :

« Now, fellaw.citizens, it id} -
mnke a speech on a poﬁ:‘lulqi::umm
out going futo that subjeet which iy rhg

litics of the eountry, have ne
ri';l but the nigger."” Rih

In fact Tt would require but o
“alight variations™ to tura this fire cater's
speech into an admirable message for 5 Jo.
cofoco President.  The Nobraaka bill way
served up to the party with stuffing whigh
Bunton called “a bit of & stump 4
injected into the belly of the Bill® Jy fol.
lowitig out the Douglae programme, ig the
spiritof progressive demioctacy, the Prei
deot has stuffed Lis mesinge with & mog.
strous stuthp speeth, and packed ‘it away
with the timbers in the Cinelonuii plurfopm;
Woe have no'tloubt' that Pieres and Brogks
and politictans of thut " ilk’ pronounce if s
marvelous prodiction, béautiful and come.
ly in all'its parfs,* We hope they wilk
pardon us for espressing the opinion thay
it look decidudly 100 corpulent. Like old
Pickwick, its hugéness of abdumingl deval.
opmenis”illy corresponds witli'its drow.
stick sopporters.

Brovks “saith in' kik specch, 1 have got
but one issue, and that is the negro."—
ierce stands upon precisely the same plate
formjand so dudsthe party. As long as
the party exisis, 1ho *negro will be the
great burthen of stump specclies, mes:
sages, and Cabinet councild, Al all i
and upon all occasions it will be thrust jntd
the fuess of the American people, with »'
command to swallow it uttered by’ the offie
cinls with tho defiant acpect of Douglas
when he said “we will subdue you,"” al the
same time everybody who is opposed 1o
the nigger driving. policy of the party will’
be begged of “not<to say amything-ubous

slavery" !

fancnd.” '

Tlie Locofood membersof 11 Liggiftatbre”
bind a very juterostiag tito'of it ata past
chucts held in' Silém ‘lust” Monday uight):
for the purpode of ' nomioating Territorial’
officers.  After th Lusiness of nominating:
was gone through wiil,'a sot of revolutions
rending the-Standard out of the party wad®
introduced and advoonted’ yehomently Ly
Smith of Lion, A wbtion was'made by
Col. Kelloy to lay them uver till Tuesday®
night.  Smith objected, nnd'urged theip”
immediate adoption, in alingihy, charae-*
teristic speech, rehenarsing a portion of the'
past history of the party with which he
stands conneeted, its unparatbeled ' suceese)
its gigantic growth, its Lard fought battles
and brilliant victories, together with it
dreadful sufferings from the artillery of the
oppokition, and, adopting the sentiment of
Eneas in his painful rehoarsal 1o Dido of
Trojan sullfering and Trojan prowess in the
ten years' siege that ended in the sack of
Troy,

Et guorum pars magna fis,
which, being liberally rondered, means;
“T eoncider mysolf'to have been thie Wiggests
toad in the puddie,”
This powerlul appeal being made, witl
eyes watering, head thrown back, bosom
heaving, und jaws distendod, the orator
assumed a rigid position, drew himsell,up
in awful grandeur, and, with..a..majeply,
eclipsing a thundeting Jupiter, exclaimed,,
“IF these resolutions ein't passed, J.shall;
lenwe the demecratio party, and _retire lo,
my farm; and, if*they ain't passed by
this.caucus, Thave made up my mind thak:
eitlir the Siagdardeman or L will:bile (A
dust" ! !}
Hereupon the small fry of the bushite:
sohaal shook terribly in their boots, and:
felt'ns théugh they could heap.the pillars
of “our party’s" fabrig squeaking af the
tugging of tiia political Bampson, Mg,
Shuck proposed the. following. addition to,
the string of resolutions : ’
* Resolved, That all who do not, 4

‘the Statesman as their political. opgan be..

read- out of the party.”’

Col. Kelley hore made & weathy speech
against forcing Smith’s resoluvions ""'1‘..
at once, whereupon. thay were laid over
Ull Tuesday. night.

‘B Mgssrs. Boulon and Woed, to;
gether with the infant son of the former, &
boy of seven and a half yaars of wge,

by | gave two musical congerts in this cily om,

Satarday and Monday nights, much to thg,
delight of our citizens, Tha oy seems
to haodle a violin fram instings, and | we
see nareason. why he may not fesch the
neme of fame to which Hande| and Mosart
climbed in Germany.

Mpzart was borg: in 1738, and, when 8
boy, was like young Boglon, a natursl mu-
sician.  When grown 1p manhood be per-
formed the remarkable feat of memory of
taking down a celebralgd piece of music be
bad heard in the Sistine Chapel before,
and afterwanl correcting the sules a8 be

held tham in the conwn of his hat,




