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CHAPTER VII—Continued,

It was not unti* I had read and re-
read this letter many times that |

grasped anything of the deviltry of Its |

J redlized,

broken off,

However my worst fears were not
Nothing was sald to me
about the matter nppermost in my
mimd until Edith and 1 were alone in

laver. Oh, that areadful, dreadful, wo-
man! I shall dream of her. And yet
1 felt all the time that she was not
half go bad as she painted herself. My
poor Allan, don't be angry with me,
love, I tried to help you, and I am, on
|the whole, 40 glad to have seen her;
|'tls & new experfence altogether—a
gort of education. Good:-bye, and God
bless you, darling. Yours more than

ever,
"KDITH.”

Here there followed a

“P, 8~Don't on any account let pa-
pn or mamma know of this.”
| This letter of Edith’'s came on Mon-
|day evening, For the rest of that week
Imy work was done automatically, me-

meaning., At first It struck me
e i L n‘hum m"'l"h‘_?r"ﬂ'l‘:]":|11m parlor after dinner, and then she |chanleally, and without a shadow of
|questioned me in such a gentle man- | Interest, When work was over 1 uat

Joke., Then 1 read it again, and saw

thae care that had been bestowed l||mnl

s composition. A third reading
Brought out Its logle and careful argu- |
mont, und then | bogan to yealize some
thing of the hold she had over me, and
Between the lines of her letter I found |
the riotives that were Inspiring her,

When after an hour's study 1 had |
thoroughly compuassed ita full import
my first impulee was to throw It into
the fire and let her do her worst: but |
poon saw that such a step would cer-
tainly be followed by a good deal of |
anxiety, and, after revolving many |
projects, | declded to seok the advice
of n legnl friend and patient of mine |
who llve] near me, and In whose opin.
fon | plnced the greatest confidence,

After hearing my atory and reading
the letter he bluntly told me that I
was In a bad box, and that the hest |
thing | could do was to square the|
matter with the woman at once and
get off as ~heaply as 1 conld, |

I went home that night the saddest
man In London, A terribly thick fnlcl
envelpped everything, and my heart
was [ 1y boots, The following day |
econsilted twa other leading lawyers,
and recelved from them exactly siml
Inr ndvico. And so In the evening 1|
sent by tho page boy the following
note :

“Toctar Righy would be glad to soe
Mlsga Milne this evening on business,
I she coald spare him a few minntes.”

I waltod hig return with n good deal
of anvimy, To my astonighment he
Reoneht back o messnge that Miss
Milne would be with me In an hour
I say, nxtonlshment, beeanse [ did
not belleve it possible that she could
do other than avold a personnl Inter
view. 1 hnsled myself In the Interval
geslng poationts, and wondering what
I ehould pay to her when she came,
Presently, punctually to the moment,
Mise *ne wan announced

e walked Into the room with n
friendly, famliline nod and a “Good
evening, Dr, Righy.” Heor manner was
munty, but her expresslon Arm and de-
termined, and 1 saw that 1 had a her
enlean task before me In appeasing her
or getting off, ap the lawyer sald, |
*cheaply.” She gpared me the dll'!'l:'tlI-I
ty of boginning the conversation by |
leading off herself.

“I fear my letter must have eaused |
you a good deal of astonlshment, Dr,
Righy. but now that yon have had time
te, think it over, I am sure you will |
agree with me that it s better to have
the metter aettled,”

“Cortninly,” 1 replled meokly and al
most modestly, for | felt already as A
child in the hunds of this woman, with |
her damnable effrontery—"cortalply, it
there in pny mattey to settle,” I

“There can be no doubht  of that, |
Burely you have beep told o much by
the many legal friends you have con- |
sulted.”

“Legal friends™

“Yer: I know how you spent last
ovening and the greater part of today
Rat don't vou think we had better get
to businesa? 1 hate worrying people,
and ! am sure thisg Interview {8 wor
eyl *on”

The onlm, conl, Bntanle confidence
of the woman disarmed and vanerved
me  complotely In deaperation I
groaned ont: “Have you no consclence,
Miga Milne?™

“No." she roplied, with perfect com-
posure, no, thank you, none.  But
eame, won't you get your check book
and let us close this Interview? It
o only paining you unnecesanrily.”

[ was, o far as cloging the Interview
war concerned, only too glad to fall
m with her suggestion, but, half dazed
as [ war, | had still too much sense
left to put myself (as she evidently |
wished) entirely Into hen power hy
writlng a check. 1 had provided my-
sell with ehange, and unlocking my
drawer, 1 asked: “How much do youn
wigh ma to glve you?

I have been  thinking,” she rald,
“that If vou gave mo ton pounds to-
nlght, It wonld help me out of o fow
preasing diMenltles, nnd we might set-
tle ne to the foture In a fow doys™

Without n word 1 counted out the
amaount and banded it to her, SBhe took
it andd earefully counted It to seo IF It
woere correct, and l"' n |"||||11L: o me, |
gald:  “You eannot think how it wor-
rles e to hotheyr yvou this way™

When the door had clossd  behind
her. | sat down to wrlte the daily' love
lettor, whilch was no longer a pleasure
bt o tereilde ek, for now, instead of
the rhapsodies of a full heart, 1 had to
assume o gladness and  hopefulness
that | could na longer feel

Over the blue gky of the brightest
prospect that ever dawnod upon (*®e
eapable of approciating blve gkles and
bright prospects, there hnd arvisen o
eloud charged with black destraction,

1 struggeled hard to write as | had
done, and disgulse ns best | conld my
trouble, but the offort was useless: my
lettors were stilted and forced, and had
been becoming more and more so A8
this terrible tronble grew, The result
was, as | knew it must be, a request a

woment youy father and mother would

ner that I took heart of grace and told
her the whole story of my troubles.

I ran rapldly through the gtory 1 had
to tell, without evoking any slgn or
umvement from her until 1 reached
the fotel letter, Then a slight spasm

| Lhat ran through hor and the increased |

raplaity of her breathing told me that
her nitive Inatinet had already divined
the end, But ghe did not move until |
hod tinlshed, Then ehe arose slowly
frew bt seat and, looking up from the
fire with n slight change of color, ns
the only external sign of the terrible
shock she had received, said:

“I suppose if there had been any
doubt about this woman's hold over
yon, giving her the money settiea the
question.'"

“Yen--yos, It does,” I replied,

“Now, Allan, tell me what Ia the
worst thing that could happen if she
did her worst?"”

“TLo loss of you, my queen!" 1
groaned, And In the terror of the
thoupht T rushed toward her. She
gently pushed me back,

“There i no time for loveemaking,
Allan, We must think how to defeat
this~this—1I suppose | must call her a
voman., But now, Allan, answer my
guestion definltely, What Is the worst
thing that could happen?”

“If & Jury convicted me as they mont
cortainly would, 1 should get seven or
fuurteen years' penal servitude.”

“There I8 just one other question I
shocld lke to ask you, and that la,
do you think that the goodneuns of
honrt, the kindness to her nelghbors
that you spoke of, was real or part of
her dlabolleal scheme?"

“And that, Bdith, lg about the only

[down miserable to think it was done.
land when morning came | groaned at
| having work to do. Twenty times a
lday I took from my pocket the photo-

{graph of Edith that I carried then, and |

| 5till earry,

bt on the Wednesday a note was
brought to me from her to this effect:

“Please send ten pounds ( £10) by
bearer—M, M."

With thig request, or command, as [
ought, If strictly truthful, to eall it I
gladly complled. 1 say “gladly” be-
cause anything was better than peelng
her; and knowing her first ten pounds
must be spent, [ felt confident that she
must come or send for more within a
few days; and the retlef of escaping
another Interview waa Indescribable,

At last S8aturday came and | started
oft for Cheselbhurst.

When, | alighted from the train I
looked anxiously round for Bdith, Bhe
was nowhere to be seen, but, standing
near the station door and watching
closely with his blear eyes each man
who passed, was my oid friend the
gardener, He no longer wore his
round frock, but had on the coach-
man’s coat and tall hat; he waas gloved
and shaved, and | gathered at once
thut the carringe was wuting for me,
In & moment | was at his side,

“The Colonel told me to give you this
note,” he gald. And then in a whisper,
“There's summat up.”

I tore It open and read:

“Dr, Rigby: Dear Sir—8ince your
last vigit, an event of yome importance
has occurred that renders it desirable
that 1 should see you before you pro-
ceed to Lewls Villa,

“1 will therefore awalt your arrivid

auesatton that I could not have made
pome attempt toward answering. The
harncter of this woman I, 1 belleve, |
veyond all fathoming.
me that both powers of good and the
powers of evil thought her worth fight-
Ing for, and the battle resulted In a
compromise. There I8 no helght of
goodness that | do not believe her ca-
pable of reaching, and, as we know,
there is no depth of deviltry to which
shoe could not sink."

“Then the case 18 not a hopeless one,
Allan, 1 think I ean set this matter
right myself.”

“Yow—you, child?

“Yos, even I, Allan, You tell me
there is no helght of goodnoss to which
this young woman cannot attain, You
evidently belleve that her good deeds
were genuine. You say the spirit of
good has part possession of her, If
this is 40, I'm sure | conld make her re-
lax this terrible hold she has over

“Edith, I don't understand you, Is It
possible that you could dream of see
ing this woman yourself, after all |
hove told you? 1 would not nllow yon
to go into the same street with her If
I could help it. And if 1 were binck-
punrd enough to let you undertake
such o miaslon, do you imagine for a

It appears to | for. Falthfully yuurf,

at the Commercial Hotel, where | have
taken a private room, which kindly ask

W. PELHAM."
Desperately anxlous for a few min-
utes to myself, 1 sent the gardener
with o message that 1 had a telegram
ty dispatch to town, and would then
join the colonel. With this I left for,
not the telograph office, but the walting
room. Through the lttle hole that
communicated with the refreshment
room In those days, 1 called for some
brandy. It was necessary that I should
have something to keep me from sink-
ing In the whirl of wild emotiona that
were absolutely stupefylng me. What
can have happened—what can have
happened? [ asked mysell agaln and
again, That it was part of Miss
Milne's diabolieal scheme 1 had mno
doubt, “The girl you think you are
going to marry—" returned with ter-
rible import now, and if 1 loved Edith
before, my God, how | loved her now!
I trled to collect my thoughts and for-
mulate some plan, but it was udeless;
gl the future was desolate, vague and
horror stricken. But I must not linger
here, 1 thought, and, jumping to my
teot. 1 hastenod down the street to
meot my doom with the desperation of

g've you permission?” |

For a fow soconus she was silent, (from the he

nnd then apparently recognizing the
Impossibility of the seheme, she looked
quletly up and with a sigh sald:

“Ah, well, Allan, I suppode thore's
rothing for it but to walt for n  few
doye and let oveuts develop them.
selven.”

And then coming over to me, she put
n hand on each shenilder and, looking
strofght into my eyoes, sald:

“You must not talk again of losing

lme, and you must not think this so

very dreadful. Together we will de-
vigs some mothod of beating her, but
don't let us talk any more about it to-
night.”

Nor did we, but held together by that
firmest of all bonds-—a mutual sorrow,
helped by the consclousness, on her
viae, that T had suffered greatly, and
on mine, that she of all women was
the most herole and noble, we spent an

| hour {n the sllent, or almost stlent, ec.

wtnsy of love,

When, at last, a  very slgnificant
“Ahem!'" from upatalrs told us that woe
must part onee more, we returned for
n moment to the considerntion of the

the poor unfortunate who, from the
summit of Waterloo Bridge, jumps
Il that is into the hell to

come

(To be Continued.)
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Cuba has aksed to be ndmitted to the
international postal union,

The work of demolishing Newgate
prison in London has commenced.

Bishop Thomas O'Gorman bronght s
gift o President Roosevelt from Pope
Leo,

A Prossian  army  edict  against
American lard and imported hams has
boen issued,

A $50,000 observatory is to be buillt
this vear by Wesleyan university at
Middletown, Conn,

The Qleveland, 0., board of health

proat question, and decided that  we | has stacted 8 war on the use of dirly

should awalt the development of
syvonts-—that in the meantime nelther
Colone!l noy Mrs, Pelliam was to bo told,
mnd that, with suach  love as
nefther helghts nor deptha, things pres.
ont nor things to come, need canse us
nuy anxioety,

1 returned to work early on Monday
morning with a lghter heart than 1
had been blegsed with for many a long

|ls‘.)’, .

CHAPTER VIIL
On Monday ovening the postman
brought me a letter from Edith, writ-
ten at her aunt's house:
“Dearest, davling Allan,"” it began,

| money in that vity.
| Thomas A. Edison tells a Copenhag-

lnlnl,luu paper that electricity will replace

stoam in less than three decades,

President J. J. Hill said he expected
thut next year carnings of the North.
ern Becurities Company wounld be $15,-
| 000,000,

The big anthracite
{eompel householders to use the bitum-
inone product in furnsces und grates
before the winter is over.

| The war department has *decided to
withdraw army officers detailed as in-

|
1 saw nothing more of Miss Milne; |

poul strike will |

V. HErP. B. A. GAY,

Excelsior Planing Mill.

Mouldings, Brackets, Turning,
Stair Building and General
House Work.

Phone White 561.

E. Beventh and E. Morrison Sta,
PORTLAND, OREGON

TELEPHONE S0UTH 004,

:Ann Arbor Home
Bakery.

M. BHIELDS, Proprietor.

|
'HOME MADE BREAD,
CAKES AND PIES.

Bixteenth and Glisan Bis., Portland, Or

| George Miller. Hiram Fugitt,

Y

_Wagner Cafe

Phone Main 878

A

148 Sixth 8t., Portland.

Comfortable (uarters for Commercial
and Basiness Men,

R JUL MAYER, Pres't and Sec'y.

Fleckenstein Mayer Co.

Extablishiod 15876, Incorporated 1804,

Importers and Jobbers

WINES AND LIQUORS.

Our Bpeclalties:
Maryland Club Rye and
Kentucky Taylor Bourbon.

700 Martin =t
CINCINNATI, OHI0,

-5 Oak 8t
PORTLAND, ORE,

CITY LAUNDRY CO.

Gents' Work a Specialty.

Phones: Orsgon 429, Columbla 410.

FOURTH AND COUCH STS.,,
- PORTLAND, OREGON

»

See Our Prices Before Buying.

send for free eatalogue.,
Extract from Ret. Har. Makers P, A, Mar 27, 1W@:

's what the Ring says of us. Oet our

VANKIRK & WILSON, 150 Fromt St

—_—

Real Estate
Bargains!

'Six~Room Modern Houses
in Woodmere.

Fine acreage on electrie car line sult
{able {or platuing.

Chiolee Lits on easy ten e

How e built to suit and «old on easy
teris. g

SIDDLES, STRAP WORK =

“Yankirk & Wilson are quoting prices in their |
ecataloguo that no retail dealer cares to meet."

Phones: Oregon Main 770., Colambia 420,

The LA GRANDE CREAMERY COMPANY
BUTTER, EGGS

Portland Coffee and Spice Go. sur

For the Trade Only. All goods wholesals and retail.

Tea, Coffee, Spices, Baking Powder, 244 Yamhill 8t., or. Third, Portland, Or
Extracts, Etc.

OUR BPECIAL BRANDS#: Bploes, Acome, Mult- '
nomah; Baking Powders, Defiance, Donble
Quick; Coflee, Koyal Blem); Bugar, XXXX Bar.
‘:-l‘z Fromt =
"

i f?ﬁ'l‘ﬁlm. OREGON.
SEVENTH AND ALDER STREETS

| Our Friends are All Cordially Invited
To Attend.

BROWN & GRANT.

Established Jan. 1, 1888,
Incerporated July 8, 1801,

EDWARD HOLMAN

UNDERTAKER

S—

W. L. McCanm,
Boattle.

WCABE & HAMILTON
.. STEVEDORES ..

PUGET SOUND

Also Honolulu, H. I

Head Office: Tacoma, Wash.
Cable Address; McCABE

GRACIE, BEAZLEY & CO., Agents
14 Water Street, Liverpool.

E. ¥, 11aAMILTON,
Tacoma,

Fourth and Yamhull Sts.

BOTH PHONES NO. 607

RENA STINSON, Lady Asalstant.

N, President.
» Vice President
reasurer.

Portland Implement Co.

A
ARDNE

-

JOHN DEERE PLOWS,
HARROWS, ETC.
FARM MACHINERY
AND VEHICLES.

188-194 Front Street, Portland, Ore,

PARK GROCERY. ‘

Al JONES, Proprietor,
Retall Dealer in

STAPLE AND FANGY GROGERIES

And AUl Kinds of Imported Delicacles.
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Do You
Know the News ?

You can have it all for

Month OUC Month

in The Bvening Telegram, of Portland,
Oregon. [t is the largest evening news
paper published in Orogon; it containg
all the news of the staty nond of the na-
tlon, Try 1t for & month., A sample
copy will be malled to you free. Ad-

dress
THE TELEGRAM,
21 N. Park Street, | Portland, Oregon.
PORTLAND, OREGON 0000000009

THE H. C. ALBEE COMPANY
esee DEALERS IN csee

Second Hand Machinery

| 260 East Water Stroet. PORTLAND, OREGON.

!Zimmermaﬁ ;Wellé ‘Machi;ery —_C;

! Incorporated.

Marine, Mining, Saw Mill, Logging, Wood Working, Hoisting and Trans-
mislon Machinery. Engineers’ and Loggers’ Supplies.  Agents A. Leschen
& Sons Rope Co., Celebrated Hercules Wire Rope, R. N, Nanson & Co.’s Lu-

bricating Oils and Compounds.
41-43 SECOND STREET. PORTLAND, OREGON

Any Bize Any (uantity Any Stiyle

MACKINTOSHES, RUBBER AND OIL CLOTHING

|
Hubber Boots and Shoes, Helting, Packing and Moss.
Largeat and Moat Complete Assortment of all Kinds of Rubber Goodn.

GOODYEAR RUBBER COMPANY

F. M. BHEPARD, JR., Treasurer J. A, SHEFARD, Becrotary

B N PEASE, Prealdent
78-76 FIRST STREET, PORTLAND, OREGON.

'The & 0. ATans a oo.

- Atkins Saws are
| ‘Mqu Pacifio Ooast Branoh,
| ‘ "Oﬂ d-- No. 60 First Street,

Portiand, Ore.

Eleetrie Lights Paths

All White Help

THE ST. HELENS HOTEL.

Never Closed. American Plan.
| CHEHALIS, WASHINGTON.

Bods and Meals First-class, Rpecial Rates by Weck or Month

“what wil you say when you hear thal, ' gryotors unless & higher standard ia
contrary’ to your adviee, | have today | maintained by schools so favored,

soen Miss Milne* 1 determined to goe | .
her on Saturday, after hearing your . King Fdward has promised the chief

story, but did not tell you for fear of | secrvtary for lreland, George Wyndham,

fow doavs later on the part of my In: | belng made to promise not to. Oh
tendod wife that 1 ghould ran down and  my poor darling, how | pity you, now
render some oxplanation  of  this that I bive seen this woman. She was
stronge alteration that she had noticed, | not rude to me—1 almost wish she had
not only in my letters, but also In my | been;
manner, bewr than hor eyuleal cruelty, 1 won.
Pedith Melham, the girl whose heavt | der if Satan, among his other dis-
I had won, ood who was soon (o guises, can assume a woman's form
become my wife, was the daughter of | and talk philogophy? But oh, Allan, 1
an ofcer who had rvetived on half pay fear | have done no good, and yet 1
to a small vitla at Chigelhurst, did everything, down even to golng on
When [ eiralled along the rosd from wmy knees to her. (you must not be
the sintien 1w Lowis Villa, on the angry, my darling, 1 believed when |
Baturday suceeeding the scene last ro- | set out it was my mission to save you.)
cordod, It was with a feeling overhang: |1 tried another line that | thought must
g wme altogether unlike anything 1 succeed—I1 tried o get to the mother's
had hotore experienced, 1 knew some- | gide of her, by taking her little boy on
thing dreadiul was golng to happen; it |my knees, when she gquietly took him
might be o misundersianding  with | off, gaying, ‘He I8 too heavy to nurse.
Sl it might be o demand from her Allan! | am afrald this is a sad busl

it wouldl have been wvasler to|

tut er the 2ianifled colonel, for an ex-
planation tfor Bdith might have told
Wit of he change In my lotters); It

neds, but we must cheer up: something
surely will happen to improve matters
that seem at their worst. 1 am writ-

might posgsilly be a postponement of | ing this note to ask you to be sure to

the wedding bot it conld not be, no—it | come down again on Saturday,

whs sltogethr utterly out of the Q“M*lmm you at the station, and we will
'

fen Loat ey engagement could be

have & long, long walk, and talk It

to visit Dublin, Cork and Belitust in
Febroary at the latest, possibly in
November.

The French premier declares reports

' ghow that royalists are responsible for

| the agitation over the closing of schools

| in Il’inhhue and that prosecations will
follow,

The navy department announces that
vontractors will be held responsible for
non-performance of work hereafter, and
thut no penalties will be remitted.

The Bethlehem Steel company, for
which Charles M, Schwab paid §7,500,+
000, has been sokd to the United States
Shipbuilding company at a figure stated
to be §$26,000,000,

Berious clashes have ccearred betwen
| the people and troops in French towns
|and provinces over the efforts to close
unauthorized schools of religious aaso
ciations,

i —
| GEO, W. BROWN, , .

203 Falling Building, 3d and Washe nawen er
| Ington Sts.

©.C. WOODCOCK & B. COBB | MANUFACTURERS OF AND DEALERS IN
Ry s m‘ = Stove Ranges,
| Hollowware and
Household...
Specialties...
Htgiiy e

| _
Crates, Berry Boxes, Fruit Pack-

'L GRATTON
Prest

-Standard Box Factory

‘ {lnecorporated.)

i

!ml'aﬁhhtc"-ddlhhﬁ.

|

Cor, Water and E. Washington Sta,,

Telephone Bast & PORTLAND, OR

Royal Steel Ranges Are
the Best and Cheapest
in the Market.

PORTLAND, OREQON

108 10 164 Sedon Sirest
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