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THE NEW AGE, PORTLAND, OREGON.

MISS MILNE AND L

CHAPTER 1,

1 had bheen sitting
weaks behind my :
for the patients that, in the first hope-
ful days of my new venture, weroe
most confidently looked for.
ry to everyone's advice, I had decldad
upon making a practice In prefer
ence to buying one; but so far they—
the patients—were consplecuous by
thedr nhsance,

[t was, I sny, the end of my first
slx weeks—the longest and wearlest
slx weeks 1 had ever passed, Each
hour dreaggeds out Its sixty
gnd each mipute saw the denth of a
hope, until now of all hope | was near
Iy bankrupt when thie consulting room
bell gave out at length {is first wild
peal.

The Instantaneous result was slmply
Indescribable, The good old soul who

for slx long

kept house for me—nay, dld every-
thing from cooking to praying (o
me—and who shared to the fallness

of her warm old heart In all my hopes
and feara, hostened to smooth the

hair and clothes of the Buttons, and |

hurry him to the door, He—the But
tonn—nagumed o dignity and Import
ance that 1 shall never forget, while
1 rushed to my bedroom to put on
my frock cont and eall up my p'ml'l";-
sglonn] attitude,

When | entered  the “Insulting
room,” ng the Buottons peraisted (e
calling my well aerangod sanctum,
I found n tall, slender girl standing
there, with cleareut, wellpronounced
features, o prominent chin and Iarge
himinons eves, having diark shadows
heneath, 8he was dressed In a dark
pray waterproof that fitted her per
fectly, o hat of the fashlon of twi
vonrs uro, and o pale of much-mended
slate-colored  ploves. Her  manned
was qulot but thoroughly pelf-posgoss
ed; she as 1 enterad, and told
me thet she kept n tobacco and papet
shop In Arlington street, close by.

roag

She had, she snid, been far from
well of late, and would he glad If 1
would glve her something that would

enable hor to j-'-l through her work
Upon sounding her ohegt 1 found that
sghe was suffering from plearisy, and
advised hor to go home and to bed for
a day or two, ndding that If she con-
tinued to get about in her present
condition she would probably have a
sovere iness,

The following day 1 visited her at
her little shop, ot the back of which
wan o amall apartment that did duty
as o sleeplng, sliting and eating room.
I found hor lylng on the sofa, breath
Ing palnfully and heavily, and ns )
anked automatically the stock ques
tions, gnd at the same time took In
the contents of the room, | rapldly
realized that I had anything but an
ordinary patlent to deal with. The
girl's manner, the neatness of her
dreas, the perfect cleanliness of the
tiny room, the character of the fow
books on the shelf, which were partly
theologlenl nand  partly well-chosen
novels, contrasted most markedly
with the startling absence of every
comfort—nny, almost every necessity
of lite, Having given her all neces.
sury directions and preseribed the
necessary medicine, 1 rose to go, and
as 1 A4 so neked If she would allow
me to send her a bottle of some wine
T hwmd, that [ thought appleable
to her case, She thanked me, and
from that day until she had recovered
not wine only,
necessaries were  dally sapplied her
from my house. In o fortnlght she
was quite hersell agaln and busy In
her Hitle shop, &

From that date the whole aspect of
my practice was changed; the sur
gory bhell got no prolonged rest; the
old housekespor became exultant; the
Nuttons found the place anything but
the sinecure he had at Arst antlelpnt.
wid, and 1, from the crest of the rising
wave, snw n great professionnl ceareer
Just ahend of me. But the gtrangest
part of this strange turn events had
w0 suddenly taken, was that every pa
tient, or nearly every patient, could
be traced, either directly or Indirect
1y to my friend In Arlington streot,

“Miss Milne, =sir,” many of them
woitld say, “has advised me to consull
you with veference to my child's
honlth. Miss Milne tella me sir, that
you are great on jolnts.*

1 called several timea to thank her
for the energetiec way In which she
was more than repaying me for my
efforts to be of aervice to her,

[ ordered my morming paper and to
bacco from her, and ofton ran In to
goo If 1 could In.any way forward her
interests, but every effort and offer
was firmly but  gratefully declined
She would look up with a sad but vn
affected smile, and assure me In a per
footly naturnl  way that there wis
nothing that 1 could do beyond what
1 was dolng that would In any way
lghten her burden,

The pature of the strange ¢lrcum
stances that had combined to hring
a girl of such manners, good looks
and evidence of past respectability in
to such a  poverty-stricken position
was (0 me a constant source of won-
derment. 1 made her the center of a
hundrad plots and the herolne of a
geore of romances, but all from the
shallows of my own Imagination, for
she neither by direct por Indirect ally
slon gave me the sllghtest clue to her
Phst

But one Saturday moring when 1
enlled to pay my weekly b all my
well and laborlously worked oot day
dreams of her were digpelled by the
sudden appepvance of g besutiful it
tle golonhnlred child upon the scene
He was about two yeara of age, and
when [ entered was shouting for his
mother to come and see & house he
had bullt from the packets of clgar
ettes he was playlng with as he sat
upon the counter,

of my mysterlous friond was entirely
upset, SBhe blushed as she entered, o
the very roots of her halr, and In a
yery confused way stammere] out:
ahia lttle fellow I8 a nephew of
mine, doctor, and [ have adopted him
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|
doorplate walting

Contra- | folden-headed mystery (that was al.
|ronr!y playing with my wateh chain),
| rosulted throvgh my mind, I eame ont

minutos, |

but soup, and other |

For the first time the equanimity

He is a great comfort to me In m)
loneliness.”

For a second nelther of us spoke,
but In that second every possible solu-
tion of thls new mystery, this little

of my maze confldent of but one thing,
and that ome thing was that in calling
the llttle fellow her nephew she had
lHed, I conld only stammer “What a
lovely child!"™ Then [ proceeded to
business and soon left her.

A wook subsequently T was hurried-
ly eent for to sec “Miss Mllne's
nephew." 1 went at once, and found
the bright little fellow in & fit of con-
vulalons, which turned out to be the
|premonitory symptoms of a severe al
tack of Inflamation of the lungs, that
kept him hanging between life and
teath for many days. Miss Milne was
standing over him, wringlng her
hands with an Intensity of emotlon
thut was altogother unauntlike and
fiom that moment I was confirmed In
| my conviction that the child was her
own,

When I ealled to ses my little pa
| tient the nest day I found the Inflam-
mation firmly ostablishod, and having
altered his prescription, I dispatched
hoer to a neighboring room to borrow
vome bolllng water, that we might
make a poultice for the Nttle fellow's
choote  Directly ghe Iaft, the thought
striuck me that very likoely there was
no material to be had  whercon (o
spread the linseed, and seelng a bun
ile of clathing on the top shelf, 1 pro
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came If possible, sadder—"1 finished
my work, and as it was the morning
for confesslon, I set out for the church
to fulfill this, at first, to me a terrible
task, but now a comforting duty. As
I entered, the clergyman, the Rev,
John Carlogso, who, though of English
education, was an Ttallan nobleman,
poor but of extremely anclent lineage,
about thirty years of age and excep
tionally gentlamanly and elerfcal In
his manner, was pacing up and down
the aigle,

“Upon seeing me he hurried into the

confessional, while I hastened to di-
vest myself of my load of little gina.
His voice carried more than usual
comfort to me, and 1 left the little
recoss, hallowed by many memorles,
with a lght step and my heart so-
lemnly glad, When I reached the
church door, to my astonishment 1
found my confessor had gone round
the other way, and was awalting me
In the porch., On his face he earrlied
the evidence of great excltement, and
his manner was altogether unlike any-
thing 1 had noticed In him before, but
nothwithstanding his emotion, he ask-
ed me, with perfect self command, If [
would mind stepping into the vestry a
moment, as he had something of Im-
portance he was anxious to communi-
cate to me,
“Mechanlcally I wnlked In, and he,
cloging the deor, took a chair, and
placing It exactly and closely In front
of mine, sat down, Ie paused as
though to collect himself, and then
taking a deep breanth, he hlurted out.
‘Miss Miine, 1 love you,' then clasping
one of my hands between both of his
agnin, ‘1 love yon.'

“He then bounded from hils chmir,
and apparently regretting his expres-
sion of his passion, folded his armsi
neross his breast, and for a second or |
two paced the room In sllence; thn*n‘
suddenly stopping In front of me, and,
I felt, looking at my bent head, In 2
volee far more seif-contained, he sald: |
“The church of my fathers, the church |
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ceedad to unpack it, hoping to find
|mmwlh|ng sltable,

On how minute a thread a destiny
may hang'! “Throw a stone,” sald an |
old sclentlst, “and you alter the carth’s |
nxln" |

I pull down a bundle of apparently
old clothing, and 1 ruln two lives,

Thia fateful bundle wan  loosely
wriapped up In o plece of black Hnineg
mnaterial, from the corners of which
peened out what 1T had  taken to be
some old ecalleo; but T had no sooner |
untind the parcel than [ found, first
a white Inwn surplice, then an exqula
[ tely workod stole, an Oxford hood, »
| Tong black cassock and a photograph
of the gentleman who had evidently
lowned and had been photographed in
this costume,

When Misa Mlilne returned she

[found me staring Into this, to me, in
veplleable  colloction  of  mysterles,
She started back with an exclematibn
(of painful astonlshmoent, and then, In-
|ntnntl)’ reovering  herself, gshe sald,
with no betrayal of the emotion that
wns welling from every pore of her:
“l have got the water vou requlre. [s
Ithﬂrn anything more I .can get, doc
|tor?”
l I thanked her and sald T wantad an
old nlece of stuff whereon to spread
my lingeed, and had been turning over
what I had mistaken for a bundle of
old linen.

“You will ind nothing there that Is
| guitable,” she sald, with assumed
|composure; “but  thia handkerchiel
mnay 40" And together we made and
applied the poultice,

I ealled the next night to see how
[ my little patient was progressing, and
finding him better, I was about to
| leave, when Miss Milne asked me |
|1 eould spare a fow moments in which
vhe would tell me “something of hor |
pnst lte, which she would llke me to
know."” V2th this request, 1 Iwm!‘
genrcely sny, 1 willingly comnlied, |

Miss Milne began by tolllng me
that her father was a small farmer in
Blankshire, and as he was poor and
blesased with a large family, of which
she wns the eldest, It was her father's
| wish thut she should earn her own
lvellthood,

With this object In view, she had
applied for and obtained a situatior
in n large deapery establishment at the
woest end of London, where she was
not only very happy, but very success
ful,

Four months after her entry Into
this establishment she caneht  ‘cold
and her persistent cough awakened the |
anxieties of the propriotor, who
further sent her to a leading phy
glelan.  After moking a carefill exam
inatlon of her chest, the physician |
told her that If she had been in a po
aitlon to spend the coming winter In/
the south of France her recovery
would be easlly Insured; but as It was |
she would have to take the greatest|
possalble eare of herself to prevent o
spread of the fatal disease that had al |
rendy taken considerable hold upon
her lungs |

A few weeks subseqnent to her vis
it to him, the anme physician was con-
aulted by Lady M . who wnas auf
[tertng from exactly the same symp |
toms, and whose wealth rendered a
Latny abroad an easy matter. As the
| Intter  wus leaving the' econsulting
room, the Kind-hearted old doctor
sald: "I you do declde to wo to Italy
Lady M——— | would take It as n great
privilege to be allowed to recommend
a glrl to vou as lady's mald to whom
| the yoyage would be an unmistakable |
| boon."™
| Lady M—— readily agreed, and it |
| was arrangod that Miss Milne should
call upon her the following morning. |

The Interview ended by her belng
engnged and In a few  weeks thoy
started for Mentone, and together
they wandered through the south of
France and ltaly. In the early sum-
mer months they returned to England,
Miss Milne ot lady M—"8 request
still holding her position as  lady's |
| mald, The position was an casy one
and exnctly sulted to her require
ments, the only, to her, objectionable
vondition being that every member of
the houschold was sxpected to attend
mating each morning at the itk
church In the park and confession
once a week,

The clergyman of this little church
wig pald entirely by Lady M , and
Ihis whole time was taken up in ful
[ﬂlllns the requirements of a High
l(‘hurch ritual,

“One morning,” sald Miss Milne—

{during the last session of congress and

of my own boyhood, nay, the articles
of my present faith, as I read thrm.r
involke, Inslst upon collbacy in a priest.
But, Miss Milne," he continued, ‘T am
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Do Yeu
Know the News ?

You ecan have it all for

human, T have fought hard and long | Establisked 1576, Incorporated 1504,

ngningt this weakness untll I am no
longer ahle to continue the battle' |

Then sinking on his knees before me Importers and Jobbers
and taking both of my hands In his,

and wringing them In the depth and WINES AND LIQUORS.

strength of his passion, he poured |
forth, with a favor berotten of hig nn-
tlonality, the story of his love and his
fight against it. When he had finished
his terrible story, I asked him In & | 00 sartin 81,

volce far less audible to me than the 'CINCINASATI, OHIO,
throbbings.of my own heart: ‘“What do
you wish me to do?” He asked me
under gome pretext to go to Brixton,
and he would follow and meet me
there, “The day following we will bhe
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marrled, and then—and then——""
here Miss Milne folded her face in her
hands and continued: “He drew such
a pleture of our after life, Its aweets,
ita love, Ita happy contentment, that |
too, belng human, consented. The fol-
lowing day we were married at Brix.
ton, and that day saw the last of all
happiness and all hope in my life,
“We took two rooms In a quiet

Gents' Work a Specialty.

Phones: Oragon 429, Columbia 410,

THE H. C. ALBEE COMPANY

Second Hand Machinery

260 East Water Streot. PORTLAND, OREGON.

stroot In Brixton, and | had not been
married twenty-four hours before I
foungd that in my husband there were
two men dstinet and utterly dis-
similar—the clergymnan that I had
known, and the husband that I had
ybt to learn, The one had all the capa-
city for making men and women, es:
pecially women, love and revere him;
in the other was combined every at-
tribute that goes to the making of bad
men,
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“I ived with him for two months,
The greater part of his time was, of
necessity, expended In clerieal duty;
he would return once or twilce n week,
and when he eame In would often kiss
me, and that quite fondly: then he
would put off his clerleal sult and put
on & sult of tweed, and with the change
of clothes the whole man would alter
as If by magle”

Misgs Milne looked up from the fire
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—

and added: “You may know, sir,
something of the sclence of this sud-
den change of character, but [ only
know that it happened-—and the hor-
rors of t."

(To be Continued.)
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To Frustra'e Letter Thieves

Experiments are being made in
Franes with one invention and in Fng-
land with another for the purpose of
preventing thieves from extracting let-
ters from pubhic letter boxes, In the
French invention stevl tecth are placed
eloso to the mouth of the box, while
the British invention consists of & wire
invention inside the® pillar box, The
weight of the lewters carries thow |
through the cage, but they cannot be
pulled up with a piece of string or

Six=Room Modern Houses
in Woodmere.

something sticky, the usual means
adoptled by the letter thief,
Missed the Whiskers, Fine u.'rﬂ%o on gclectrie car line suit-
able for platting.

lh-pnm'nrull\'u Pabeock of Wiseonsin

shuved off hig luxuriant black beard Clioice 1 ts on easy tecn s

Hou @ bailt to suit acd sold on easy
terms.

the doorkeepers refused to admit him
to the floor of the house until he had
been identiticd. Mr. Baboock had not |
beon shaved before in 16 vears and as
he walked down the aisle toward bhis
scat the members looked searchingly at
Lim, many failing o recognize their
colleagne because of the absence of his
whiskers.

QEO, W. BROWN,
203 Falling Building, 3d and Wash-
ington Sts.

J.GRATTON € C. WOODUOCK 8 B. COBS |
Proas, View Frest. dec'y |

standard Box Factory

(lnvorporated )

Butier Experts of Australia

Australia bas become an important
exporter of butter and other products of |
the dairy. The provinee of Viotonia |BY
alone exported o Great Dritain in
1888 1000 17,000 tons of butter, repre-
senting o value of §5,000,000,
butter export of Victoria was 868 tons |
in 1858, and 769 wons in 15380,  For
the last ten vedrs the export has been
uot less than 50,000 tons,

Enough.
Clerk (referring to telegram)—Is this |

correct, sir?  “Twins arrived, Nuu'c“m Berry Boxes, Fruit Pack-

by post,”
Futher (for the first time)—Yes, what | ages, Packing Cases of all kinds,
more do you wamit? ;
(Hideous truth flashes on him after
telegram has been dispaiched to rola-

tives, )= Moonshine.
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and taught bim to call me mamma.  and here her volce lowered and be
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